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Memorial Fountain at the Museum has three stainless steel bowls with cascading water 
and bronze letters on the bottom of the pool reading : "To the memory of the 
pioneers of the Hunter Valley whose foresight and determination gave the country 

the wealth it now enjoys". 

The Hunter Valley Museum of Rural Life 

. Otlficially 

Opened 

BY 

THE HON. T. L. LEWIS, M.l.A. 
Minister for Lands and Minister for Mines. 

Erected as a tribute to the pioneers of the Hunter Valley by the 

Lake Glenbawn National Park Trust. W. A. BISHOP (Chairman), 

T. M. CORONEO, K. J. COSGROVE, J. M. FLINT, H. R. HAYES, 

J. McGRATH, A. A. McLELLAN, J. I. SCARR, A. Tt/RNER, 

D. C. SCOTT, Hon. Secretary. 

D. E. GIBSON, F. H'ICKS, R. E. AVARD, Collection and Restoration 
of Exhibits. 

T. S. ELLIS, A.S.T.C., Designer. 

In the initial stages the Museum will be open at week-ends 
(Saturday and Sunday) from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission 
at other times by special arrangement with the Trust. 
(Enquiries at "OAK Milk Bar"). 
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~ BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HUNTER V'~LLEY 

The Hunter River, discovered in 1797 by Lieutenant John Sho.rt
land, was named in honour of Captain John Hunter, second Governor 
of the Colony of New South Wales. A military outpost was stationed 
at the mouth of the river in 1801 and in 1804 the penal settlement 
of Newcastle was established. The whole of the Hunter Valley was 
thus closed to free settlement for almost 20 years. 

Numbers of escapees from Newcastle found their way overland 
to the Hawkesbury, however, forcing Governor Macquarie in 1819 
to seek a more remote prison. When John Howe opened up the Bulga 
route to the Hunter in l 820, arrangements were already in train 
for the transfer of convicts to Port Macquarie. The following year 
marked the beginning of free settlement of the Hunter Valley. 

~ The first land grantsA on the Hunter were made in 1821 and 
included those to John Howe, Ben Singleton and to the Governor's 
orchitect, Francis Greenway. In 1822 Henry Dangar commenced the 
survey and exploration of the valley preparatory to full-scale settle
ment. All the best river frontages along the Lower Paterson and 
Williams, and the whole of the Hunter to its source, were taken up 

• within four years. By 1828 the Lower Hunter Valley had more culti
vated land than any district outside the County of Cumberland, 
while the Upper Districts, heavily stocked with Saxon and merino 
sheep and with Durham and Teeswater cattle, employed numbers of 
convict servants. Aboriginals, never a major problem in the Hunter 
Valley, were given casual work, and were fed and clothed by the 
landholder. 

During the l 830's roads were marked and permanent homes 
built. The first vineyards were planted, the first thoroughbred stud 
founded, and many mills ground the locally-grown wheat. Benches 
of magistrates administered the law, and the clergy had begun their 
tireless ministrations. Large stock runs were taken up on the Liver
pool Plains and New England before the depression of the l 840's 
bankrupted not only landholders but the many business people whose 
livelihood depended on agricultural stability. Those who survived 
then faced the goldrushes of the fifties, when labour was scarce 

and prices high, but by the l 860's the Hunter Valley was established 
as a prosperous and highly desirable district. 

The major towns were well developed, with hospitals, schools 
and telegraph offices. Daily coach services ran to the railheads 
along most of the minor roads. Large leasehold areas were opened 
up for sale by the Robertson Land Act of 1861 and many selections 
were taken up. De-spite the failure o_f wheat crops through rust, 
and the ravages of drought and flood, the Lower Hunter was a 
thriving agricultural centre, producing tobacco and grain crops and 
supplying Sydney with butter, cheese, bacon, poultry and eggs. Coal 
mines, though still in their infancy, were steadily expanding. 

In the Upper Hunter, shearing seasons ended when the bullock 
teams set off with their heavy loads of wool. Annual sales of blood 
and farm horses were major events and many a station owner was 
judged by the quality of his stock-horses and the prowess of his 
station-hands. Packhorses or drays brought stores to the home
steads and blacksmiths and saddlers never lacked work. 

Throughout the Valley, trades people flourished. There were 
flour-millers and bakers, butchers and bootmakers, general merchants 
and cordial manufacturers, and even a number of newspaper propriet
ors. Concerts and groups of entertainers, picnics and wool-shed 
dances were some of the many forms of relaxation. 

This way of life remained until the late l 880's, but by the mid
nineties the Machine Age was beginning to make itself felt even in 
the more remote districts. The advent of the separator marked the 
beginning of a co-operative movement which today is of great signifi
cance in the dairying industry. The shearing machine was gradually 
replacing hand-shears and much other farm machinery was being used 
to replace man-power. 

• Soon after the turn of the century motor cars and lorries were 
moving out along the dusty country road to the north. The Machine 
Age had reached the Hunter Valley, and the Age of the Pioneers was 
ended. 

-NANCY GRAY. 

A L.IVING RECORD OF THE HISTORY OF THE HUNTER VAL.I.EV 

A sturdy hand
crafted baby's 
high chair. 

Butter-making 
equipment 
from the early 
days. 

One of the Valley's 
earliest washing 
machines. 

A collection of irons 
and bellows. 

Buggy in perfect 
preservation a t 
the Museum. 

Old mantel clocks and 
"Edison" phonograph. 




