
How Australia Took New Guinea 
 

The capture of German New Guinea by the Australian Naval and Military 
Expeditionary Force in September 1914 marked a distinct stage in Australia’s history. 
Australians had already fought side by side with their British comrades in the Soudan, 
and in China during the Boxer rebellion of 1901 and in the South African Boer War had 
earned a reputation for hard riding and hard fighting. But in all these cases the 
Australian troops were part of a much larger force and under the direct orders of British 
commanders. At Rabaul, and in New Guinea, they were not so. For the first time 
Australia was given work to do with her own men under their own officers, convoyed 
and helped by her own naval squadron.  

The existence of a state of war between Britain and Germany was known in 
Australia on 5 August 1914. Volunteering immediately began for an expeditionary force 
to be sent to Europe, and on 9 August it was announced that a second force, destined 
for the tropics, was to be mobilized at once under the command of Colonel W. Holmes, 
DSO, VD, then in command of the Sixth Infantry Brigade. Within little more than a week 
this force, selected from the hardiest men of the first batch of Australian Imperial Force 
volunteers, had been organised, armed, uniformed, equipped and on 18 August 1914 
was embarked on the P & O Company’s steamer Berrima, which in the same time had 
been fitted up, victualled, stored and commissioned as a troop transport.  

On 19 August the Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force left Sydney 
in the Berrima under sealed orders. Off Moreton Bay it was convoyed, pausing enroute 
to give the troops a fortnight’s hard training. On 2 September, under escort of a 
detachment of the Royal Australian Navy’s fleet, the expedition left the coast of 
Queensland for Port Moresby; then, rounding the Louisiade group, it was directed 
straight for the German headquarters in New Britain. 

The German headquarters were at Rabaul, a comparatively new settlement on 
Simpsonshafen (or Blanche Bay) in the northern end of New Britain. Just outside the 
bay was Herbertshohe, the former German capital; and somewhere in its 
neighbourhood there was known to be a wireless station which had to be destroyed as 
soon as possible. 

Australian warships had been into Simpsonshafen earlier in the campaign, but 
had not discovered the station, though they had received assurances from local officials 
that the island was surrendered. Acting, apparently, on these assurances a small force 
under Commander Beresford, RN, was landed at Herbertshohe, and another to the 
east of it at Kabakaul, to locate and capture the station. But between the two visits the 
German officials, acting under instructions from the Acting-Governor, Dr Haber, had 
begun to fortify the approaches to the station, especially along the road from Kakabaul, 
entrenching a position, lining the roadway with rifle pits, and stationing native 
sharpshooters in the coconut palms alongside; so that the troops had to fight their way 
for some hours under a sharp fire, and lost seven men (including Lieutenant-
Commander Elwell, RN and Captain Brian Pockley, AAMC) before they broke the 
German resistance. In this affair the Naval Brigade under Captain Stevenson rendered 
good service. The station itself was captured and destroyed the next day. 

Meanwhile the German Acting-Governor had retired from Rabaul to Toma, 
twenty kilometres inland from Herbertshohe; Rabaul itself, therefore, was surrendered 
on 12 September 1914 without serious resistance, and next day the British flag was 
hoisted there and possession taken of the island with due formalities. On 14 
September, Toma, from which the German Governor had again retired, was occupied 
by troops under the command of Colonel Watson; on 15 September Dr Haber came 
down to Herbertshohe to parley with the Brigadier, General Holmes, which ended in 
surrender; and on 21 September the remainder of the German forces, commanded by 



Captain von Klewitz, marched into the Australian lines and laid down their arms. Next 
day a section of the Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force left 
Simpsonhafen with the Brigadier in the Berrima for Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen, the chief 
German station in New Guinea proper; it was expected that this port would be 
defended, but no defence was in fact attempted, and on 24 September it surrendered 
without delay. 

Thus the first expedition carried out by Australian troops acting by themselves, 
under their own officers, was brought to a successful close, and the colony of German 
New Guinea successfully occupied through the agency of an Australian force. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Australian Naval and Military Expedition to New Guinea 1914 
Diary of a Newcastle Naval Reservist 

 
England having declared war on Germany and her ally Austria at 11.00 pm on 

the 4 August 1914, naval volunteers were called from Newcastle on 12 August for a 
mixed Naval and Military Expedition to serve outside of Australia for a period not to 
exceed six months. Up to this date, since the Declaration of War the forces were out on 
active service in case of emergency. The Newcastle Contingent (Naval) left Newcastle 
per train at 8.20 am on Saturday 15 August, with Lieutenant Gillam in charge, 
Lieutenant Bracegirdle following by a later train. The following members of the 
Newcastle Reserves comprised the contingent: Midshipman Stirling, Midshipman Sage 
and the following AB’s – (all men with the exception of Officers went away as AB’s) – H 
H McCourt, W R Murray, H H Robbins, N Wanless, J Francis, S C Smith, S Elliott, E T 
Davies, J S Dunn, W Johns, J Connors, B J Connor, R McKinnon, H D Miller, E Purcell, 
A D Adam and three ex RN men, E H Baynes, W Harris, E Grice. 

Arriving at Sydney at 11.35 am the contingent proceeded to the Naval Depot, 
Edgecliff, and after having dinner, were issued with portion of kit and were exercised in 
rifle and field exercises. At 4.30 pm leave was granted until 9.00 am the following day. 
Reporting again at the Depot at the appointed time, we were issued with more kit. At 
4.00 pm we were again granted leave. Receiving the pay that was due to us at 7.00 pm 
further leave was granted until 8.00 am Monday. At this time we duly reported, and after 
receiving an issue of new socks, were taken to Garden Island. At 2.00 pm we obtained 
leave until 9.00 pm, but on reporting at the Man-o-war steps, we were granted further 
leave until 7.00 am the following morning. Reporting at the Edgecliff Depot at 7.00 am 
we were again taken to Garden Island, and after breakfast, were sent to Cockatoo 
Dock, where we boarded the Berrima which vessel had been commissioned as an 
armed Transport (18/8/14) – 4x 4.7 guns. At 6.20 the following morning we floated out 
of Cockatoo Dock and proceeded to the P & O buoy, amid the shrieking of ferry boat 
sirens and the cheering of their passengers. On this date I was told off as Writer, 
assisting in Regulating Office and Lieutenant Bracegirdle, who had been appointed 
Naval Staff Officer. At 12.19 pm we left the buoy and proceeded to sea, clearing the 
Heads at 1.00 pm and headed north with a rough sea. The following day, two rounds 
were fired at sea from each gun for practise. At 5.00 am on the 21 August we arrived at 
Moreton Bay, HMAS Gayundah being in port. At 9.30 am all hands went through the 
first stage of inoculation against Typhoid. We weighed anchor and proceeded on 
voyage at midnight and at 4.00 am the next morning sighted HMAS Sydney. During the 
day, the Surgeon did men who had not been previously vaccinated. At about 5.00 pm 
we entered inside the Great Barrier Reef. At 4.00 pm on Sunday 23 August we entered 
the Whitsunday Passage and at 7.36 am on Monday we came to an anchorage off 
Palm Island. Here we picked up HMAS Encounter, the Sydney having left us at 5.00 am 
to proceed to Townsville to coal. After breakfast, landing parties were sent ashore for 
practising in skirmishing. [Suffering from pains in the head and my lower joints I 
reported at Surgery, where I received some pills which gave a little relief.] 

The following day, parties were again sent ashore, and at 5.30 pm the Sydney 
returned from Townsville. On Wednesday 26 August all hands dyed their duck clothing 
khaki colour. In the evening a boat race was held between crews representing the 
Naval and Military Forces, which resulted in an easy win for the Navals. After tea, we 
received a visit from the Encounter’s Brass Band, and an enjoyable evening was spent. 
A large salt water swimming bath was also erected on deck, which was much 
appreciated by the troops. The following day Thursday 27 August we were issued with 
an oilskin, water proof sheet, mosquito net and felt hat. On Friday 28 August at 6.00 pm 
our first mail closed. Saturday 29 August I landed at Palm Island for the first time. At 



4.45 pm the SS Aldenham arrived with despatches and mails. Shortly afterwards our 
mail was sent on board her and she proceeded on her way. The day following (Sunday) 
we went through our second stage of Typhoid inoculation. The Chaplain of the Sydney 
conducted Divine Service on board at 11.00 am. In the afternoon the store ship Asrangi 
arrived with mails and anchored. Monday the 31 August I again landed on Palm Island. 
Tuesday, landing parties were again sent ashore. During the day, provisions were 
taken on board from the steamer Bobbie Towns. The day following, the two submarines 
AE1 and AE2 arrived shortly after daylight. At 4.00 pm, we weighed anchor and 
proceeded. During the day following, it rained heavily and at night, the ship proceeded 
with all lights shaded. At 7.20 pm on 4 September we dropped anchor in Port Moresby, 
British New Guinea. Here the ship was besieged by natives wishing to barter. Off the 
port we met the three destroyers Yarra, Parramatta and Warrego. In the port was the 
Queensland troopship Kanowna. Here, the Sydney and Encounter took coal on board 
ex SS Kaituna. In port were also the oil steamers Murex and Telena and the SS 
Koolonga. At 6.00 am the following morning we proceeded further up the harbour to an 
anchorage in Fairfax Harbour. The day following being Sunday, Divine Service was 
held on board by the Chaplain of HMAS Sydney. During the afternoon, the steamers 
Kaituna, Murex and Koolonga left port. At 8.00 the next morning we proceeded on our 
voyage accompanied by Sydney, Encounter, Asrangi, Kanowna and the three 
destroyers. During the day the firemen on board the Kanowna went on strike and she 
was forced to return to Townsville, the troops being employed as stokers. In the 
evening the first party (No. 4 Company under command of Lieutenant Bowen) was 
detailed for landing and were transferred to Sydney. Each night the ships proceeded in 
darkness and at daylight on Wednesday 9 September 1914 the flagship Australia was 
sighted and at 10.00 am all ships were hove to and the Captains of the respective ships 
proceeded on board the flagship. At 2.00 pm the hands were all issued with two quinine 
tablets. At 4.00 pm the ships proceeded and at night all ports were blocked as usual.  

The following day, quinine was again served out. Orders were this day ordered 
for Numbers 3, 5 and 6 Companies to prepare for landing. At daylight on Monday 11 
September we entered Simpsonshaven accompanied by the Australia, and 
preparations were made for landing. After breakfast several parties were landed at 
Kabakaul as reinforcements for No. 4 Company, which was attacking the Wireless 
Station at Bitapaka. At noon, Captain Pockley of the Army Medical Corps and AB 
Williams were brought on board Berrima wounded together with a wounded German 
and two German officers who had been taken prisoners. At 3.00 pm the bodies of 
Captain Pockley and AB Williams were taken ashore for burial, they having died as a 
result of their wounds shortly after being brought on board. 

At 4.00 pm I landed and remained at the landing base all night with the stores. 
The following day, Saturday 12 September we received word that No. 6 Company 
under Lieutenant Bond had taken the wireless station. Our casualties in the 
engagement totalled six killed, including the left half battalion leader, Lieutenant-
Commander Ebwell, and Captain Pockley, officer in charge, AAMC and four wounded 
(including Lieutenant Bowen, officer in charge No. 4 Company). 

The following day, Sunday 13 September a garrison was established at 
Herbertshohe. At 3.50 pm an alarm was raised that a large body of German and native 
troops were advancing on Herbertshohe. The garrison was immediately called to arms 
and set out to repel the attack. A field gun and crew were also landed from HMAS 
Protector, which ship had taken up a position to protect our left flank. The HMAS 
Sydney and a destroyer also hastened down from Rabaul. After being out for a couple 
of hours, a party of thirty three missionaries put in an appearance on the road leading to 
headquarters. These evidently had been mistaken for German troops and after a 
consultation with their chief, by the officer in charge, we returned to camp. At six o’clock 



a party of two hundred and sixty (260) reinforcements arrived from Rabaul, who 
however were not required. With this party came the news that Rabaul had been taken 
possession of at 7.00 pm on Saturday 12 September. At 6.30 am on Monday 14 
September HMAS Encounter bombarded the country with lyddite shells behind 
Herbertshohe, near the town of Toma. During the morning all companies, except 
numbers 3 and 4, left camp under arms, but returned at 6.00 pm having failed to get in 
touch with the enemy. At 7.00 pm a despatch rider arrived with a message to the effect 
that the German Governor, Dr Haber, intended coming in at 11.00 am the following 
morning to see what terms would be given on surrender. At 8.00 pm the military forces 
returned to the base. The following day at the stated time the Governor arrived. At 
about 2.30 pm the Governor took his departure, an arrangement having been come to, 
whereby, although he could not surrender then, the Dominions under his jurisdiction he 
would give his assurance that there would be no further resistance offered. About the 
same time, the French flagship Montcalm arrived off Herbertshohe, and later on 
proceeded down to Rabaul. At 11.45 am on the 17 September the Governor arrived, 
the Brigadier, General Holmes, arriving about 2.00 pm. After about an hour’s 
conference, the Governor surrendered. All the German troops and trained natives 
would be ordered to hand over their arms etc, at Herbertshohe at 10.00 am on Monday 
21 September 1914. At 9.30 am on Friday 18 September a despatch rider arrived with 
the news that about forty or fifty Germans and about one hundred armed natives were 
distant about twenty five kilometres and refused to come in and lay down their arms. 
This later proved to be false. On Saturday I visited the Land’s Office situated on the top 
of a hill about one kilometre from headquarters, and from which a beautiful view is 
obtained.  

On the 16 September we received the following communication from 
headquarters at Rabaul: 
Australian Naval & Military Expedition 
                                        HMAS Berrima, 16 September 1914 
To Officer in Charge, 1st Infantry 
The Brigadier has much pleasure in promulgating the following: 
 Signal from Admiral 14/9/14. 
The following message was received from the Governor General of Australia: 
 “The Governor General congratulates the Admiral in Command on the success 
at Simpson Haven, and desires that his high appreciation shall be conveyed to the 
forces engaged.” 
   (Signed) R A Ferguson 
 
The Admiral sent the following reply:  
 “Please thank the Governor General of Australia in the name of myself and the 
forces engaged for his kind message which is much appreciated.” 
 
Signal from Admiral to Brigadier: 
 “With reference to signal from Governor General, I wish added my personal 
congratulations to you on the success, rapidity and smooth working of all your 
arrangements.” 
 
Reply by Brigadier: 
 “The Brigadier on behalf of the troops under his command, thanks the Admiral 
for his congratulations which will be conveyed to the troops, along with the Governor 
General’s message.” 

  (Signed) Francis Heritage, 
    Brigade Major. 



 
The following is a copy of the Proclamation: 

GR 
Proclamation 
Proclamation on behalf of His Majesty, George V, by the grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the Dominions overseas, King, Defender of 
the Faith, Emperor of India. 
 By Colonel William Holmes, DSO, VD, Brigadier commanding His Majesty’s 
Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force. 
 Whereas the Forces under my command have occupied the Island of New 
Britain, and whereas by such occupation, the authority of the German Government has 
ceased to exist therein, and  
 Whereas it has become essential to provide for proper Government of the said 
Colony, and for the safe protection of the lives and property of the peaceful Inhabitants 
thereof, 
 Now I, William Holmes, Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, Colonel 
in His Majesty’s Forces, Brigadier commanding the aforesaid Expeditionary Force, do 
hereby declare and proclaim as follows: 
1. From and after the dates of these presents, the Island of New Britain and its 

Dependencies are held by me in Military Occupation in the name of His Majesty, the 
King 

2. War will be waged only against the armed forces of the German Empire and its 
Allies in the present war 

3. The lives and private property of the peaceful inhabitants will be protected and the 
laws and customs of the Colony will remain in force, so far as is consistent with the 
Military situation 

4. If the needs of the troops demand it, private property may be requisitioned. Such 
property will be paid for at its fair value. 

5. Certain Officials of the late Government may be retained if they so desire, at their 
usual salaries 

6. In return for such protection, it is the duty of all inhabitants to behave in an absolute 
peaceful manner; to carry out their ordinary pursuits so far as is possible; to take no 
part directly or indirectly in any hostilities; to abstain from communication with His 
Majesty’s enemies, and to render obedience to such orders as may be promulgated 

7. All male inhabitants of European origin are required to take the Oath of Neutrality 
prescribed, at the Garrison Headquarters, and all firearms, ammunition and war 
material in the possession or control of inhabitants are to be surrendered forthwith 
as is also all public property of the late Government 

8. Non-compliance with the terms of this Declaration and disobedience of such orders 
as from time to time may be promulgated, will be dealt with according to Military Law 

9. It is hereby notified that this Proclamation takes effect in the whole island of New 
Britain and its dependencies from this date 

Given at Government House, Rabaul, this Eleventh Day of September 1914. 
  (Signed) William Holmes 
    Brigadier Commanding 

 
Witness 
   (Signed) Francis Heritage 
     Brigade Major 
 

God Save The King 

 



At 9.45 am on Monday 21 September 1914 the German troops and natives 
arrived at Herbertshohe and surrendered. After laying down their arms, they were sent 
per steamer to Rabaul. Shortly afterwards, word was received that an Expeditionary 
Force of reinforcements, consisting of one German Officer and forty trained natives had 
landed and were advancing towards Toma. The Governor however informed us that he 
would send out orders for them to march into our Headquarters and surrender. This 
they did the following day. At 4.00 pm the afternoon following I had the novel 
experience of visiting the Land’s Department on horseback. I also visited this office the 
next afternoon. During Thursday, we shifted our Headquarters Office from the ex post 
office in what is known as The Barrack Square (the late residence of Herr Mayer). 

On Tuesday afternoon, 29 September a punitive expedition consisting of twenty 
naval ratings and forty armed natives was despatched under Lieutenant Cameron to a 
place along the South Coast. On Wednesday evening a big mail arrived amongst which 
was a letter of congratulations from Captain Tickell, Director of Naval Reserves, 
Melbourne. 

At 6.30 pm on Friday 2 October Lieutenant Cameron’s party returned having 
failed to get in touch with the offending natives. On 30 September and also on 2 
October a big mail arrived. I had the pleasure of paying a visit to the Roman Catholic 
Mission at Vunapope on business about one kilometre east of Herbertshohe. The 
garrison was blessed on the 8 October with a visit by the paymaster, and the men 
requiring it received a small advance of pay ($2 per man). On Friday 9 October a party 
under Lieutenant Bond and accompanied by Captain Donaldson AAMC proceeded out 
along the Bitapaka Road to recover the bodies of the late AB Street, and a German 
officer who were killed in action on 11 September, and whose remains were buried in a 
trench by the road, near where they fell. The bodies were brought in and reinterred in 
the European Cemetery at Herbertshohe. On the following morning we had a heavy 
shower of much needed rain, while during the day a few scattered showers fell. The 
following day a full naval and military funeral service was held over the grave of the late 
AB Street. Early on Tuesday morning we had a light shower of rain. On 13 October a 
start was made naming the various streets after the men who had been killed in action 
on 11 and 12 September. The following Tuesday I had the pleasure of a trip to Salum 
per bicycle. On Saturday 17 October a big mail arrived to the extreme pleasure of the 
members of the garrison. A mail outward bound closed at 2.30 pm. At 8.00 pm the 
natives of New Guinea and Solomon Islands (now employed at Herbertshohe) gave an 
exhibition of their respective war dances. On the afternoon of the following day 
(Sunday) Petty Officer Instance and myself obtained leave to go beyond the camp 
limits. Obtaining two bicycles we proceeded out along the road leading to the Bitapaka 
Wireless Station for a distance of about eighteen kilometres. We passed over the first 
trench where a good deal of the fighting took place on 11 September. In the evening we 
attended Divine Service in the German Club. On 20 September the postmaster at 
Rabaul visited Herbertshohe, with a small supply of postage stamps which we eagerly 
snapped up. At 8.00 pm on 21 October a Patriotic Concert was held in the German 
Club to celebrate Trafalgar Day. The day following, several cases of gifts were 
received, addressed to the Queensland Contingent. The contents, consisting of jam, 
biscuits, tooth powder, cigarettes, reading matter and sporting material were distributed 
to all the members of the garrison. The Saturday afternoon following, being a ‘Make 
and Mend,’ a football match was played between teams chosen from the NSW and 
Queensland contingents which resulted in a win for Queensland. 

On Sunday 28 October, accompanied by Writer Fowler, I obtained leave and 
took a walk out along the road leading to Matanatar returning at 4.00 pm. On Monday I 
accompanied Lieutenant Bracegirdle to Rabaul per motor boat Phyllis returning at 7.45 
pm with the mails which had arrived during the morning per the SS Matunga.  



 
Tuesday 27 October the motor boat M1 conveying provisions and reliefs for the Cape 
Gazelle and Lesson signal parties, broke down when between the two points. With the 
strong breeze blowing and the strong tide, she was driven on to the reef at Pigeon 
Island and became a total wreck.  

The day following a fire broke out in the Chinaman’s Quarters at the top of the 
Barrack Square, resulting in one of the huts being destroyed. On Saturday 31 October 
at 2.00 pm Commander Beresford was placed on the sick list suffering from an attack of 
bronchial pneumonia. The command of the garrison was handed over to Lieutenant 
Bracegirdle, RAN, while Lieutenant O W Gillam was appointed Acting Executive Officer. 
Sunday morning, the Reverend J H Margetts, of the Methodist Mission at Raluana 
conducted Divine Service to non-conformists in the old post office. At 4.00 pm on 
Monday it was decided to remove the Captain from his own private room to the 
hospital. Tuesday evening I had the pleasure of proceeding to Ralum on horseback. 
The following afternoon at 4.00 pm, Captain Beresford was sent to Rabaul per SS 
Nusa, to be sent home invalided on the first opportunity.   

As a mark of respect to our leader, a cricket match, which was arranged 
between Queensland and Victoria was postponed. Before leaving the Captain wrote the 
following letter:  

The Officer Commanding Garrison Forces, Herbertshohe 
On the occasion of my being removed from duty at Herbertshohe, owing to the 

state of my health, I desire to place on record my high appreciation of the whole 
hearted devotion to duty of the Officers, Petty Officers and men under my command. 
 It has been a very proud moment in my life to command such a body of Officers 
and men of such a high moral and efficient character, and I trust that the same support 
which has been given me, will be afforded to the Officer who succeeds me in 
command.  
 I shall not hesitate to bring before the notice of the Naval Board my high opinion 
of the way in which the Officers and men under my command have performed the duty 
imposed upon them. 

  (Signed) J A H Beresford 
    Commander RAN 
     Commanding 
      British Forces 
       Herbertshohe 

 
Before embarking he addressed the men in a few words, who in return, gave him 

three hearty cheers. In appreciation of the men’s thoughtfulness, Lieutenant Bracegirdle 
granted the following afternoon as a ‘make and mend.’ A cricket match was played in 
the afternoon between teams representing Victoria and Queensland, resulting in a win 
for Queensland. The following day, sixty day’s stores were received from Rabaul. On 
Saturday afternoon, being a ‘make and mend,’ another cricket match was played 
between New South Wales and Queensland and Victoria combined. The result was a 
win for New South Wales by 28 runs, the final scores being New South Wales 114, 
Queensland and Victoria 86. My contribution to the score was 2 not out in the first 
innings and 12 in the second. At 3.30 pm two companies of infantry arrived from Rabaul 
enroute to Bitapaka, a march given them as punishment. After tea, the natives specially 
dressed and painted for the occasion gave us another exhibition of their dances. The 
military companies from Rabaul took their departure from Herbertshohe the following 
morning at 3.30. At 9.00 am the Reverend J H Margetts, the Methodist Missionary at 
Raluana conducted Divine Service in the old post office. At night, service was also 
conducted in the German Club by AB Gillespie. The following morning at 8.00 am I 



proceeded to Rabaul per motor boat Phyllis returning at  4.0 pm. While there, I visited 
the Namanula Hospital where Captain Beresford was staying, pending his leaving for 
home per SS Matunga. During the day this vessel anchored off Ralum loading copra. 
On Tuesday 10 October a native festival was held at Ralum, at which half of the 
garrison attended. At 6.00 pm the SS Matunga passed outward bound to Australia with 
invalids on board. The next day the native festival was continued at the Methodist 
Mission at Raluana, the balance of the garrison including myself, attending, the party 
returning to camp at 5.30 pm. 

The following morning a party of natives, under the supervision of the Reverend 
J H Margetts, commenced the erection of a new church at the southern end of the 
Barrack Square. At midday the following day the building, which was made out of 
bamboo and coconut palms, was completed. At 3.00 pm the same day a mail closed for 
home. Saturday afternoon being a ‘make and mend’ a cricket match was played 
between teams representing NSW and Queensland. The former ran out winners by an 
innings and ten runs. 7.00 pm saw the Marsina passing out bound for Australia, with 
mails on board. At 9.00 o’clock on Sunday morning the Reverend J H Margetts 
conducted the opening service of the new Garrison Mission Church. In addition the 
usual Divine Services were conducted in the German Club at 9.00 am and 7.00 pm. On 
Monday afternoon I visited the Roman Catholic Mission Station at Wunapope. The 
following day broke cloudy, and before breakfast a few drops of rain fell. During the day 
all hands were paid, the officer in charge and myself visiting the outposts in a trap. On 
Wednesday afternoon Sub-Lieutenant Hext and a party of twelve men, left for Rabaul 
prior to leaving for the Admiralty Islands. At 6.21 pm the day following, a rather severe 
shock of earthquake was felt, but fortunately no damage was done, although the 
buildings shook in an alarming manner. 

Commander Lambton, RANR, VD, Officer Commanding Naval Contingent, 
inspected the men at Divisions. Saturday afternoon being a ‘make and mend’ a team of 
military footballers from Rabaul visited Herbertshohe, but were defeated in the match 
by two goals to one. They were entertained to dinner in the German Club during the 
evening. The Reverend J H Margetts conducted Divine Service in the new Garrison 
Mission Church on Sunday morning, after the usual service had been held in the 
German Club. Light rain fell during the following day, but it did not do much more than 
lay the dust. At 4.30 on Tuesday morning, accompanied by Ship’s Steward Palmer, I 
set out to walk to the Wireless Station at Batapaka, a distance of about twenty 
kilometres, through fine country, the bush being exceedingly thick. We arrived at the 
Wireless Station at about 9.45 am, and left again on the return trip at about 1.30 pm 
arriving back at Herbertshohe at 4.45 pm. On 25 October, volunteers were called for to 
sign on for a further period of six months at the rate of forty five cents per day; to re-
engage at their present rates, viz. sixty cents per day and ten cents per day deferred 
pay; and men who do not desire to remain at all. Of the former, none were received, 38 
were willing to remain at their present rates, and the balance wished to return. 

During Friday afternoon, 27 October heavy rain fell. At 7.00 pm the SS Madang 
returned from Rabaul with the mails ex SS Morinda. The following day, a team of 
military cricketers from Rabaul visited Herbertshohe. In the match they were successful 
in winning by an innings and five runs. After the match we entertained them to dinner in 
the German Club. At 1.00 am on Sunday morning another shock of earthquake was 
felt, but no damage resulted. During Saturday and Sunday the Morinda anchored off 
the shore, shipping copra, and a mail to Australia per her closed at 6.30 am on Monday 
30 October. On Monday, all available men from the garrison were sent to Rabaul to 
witness the public flogging of four Germans who had brutally assaulted the Reverend 
Cox, Wesleyan Missionary. While the party were in Rabaul, instructions were received 
per telephone to the effect that the majority of the garrison were to stand by to move off 



on an expedition to an unknown destination. At 9.15 pm the following day, definite 
instructions were received to despatch two companies, under Lieutenant-Commander 
Bracegirdle, the following day. At 4.00 am the next day, all hands were up and doing. 
The steamers Siar and Nusa arrived from Rabaul and were provisioned. The men 
having embarked, the steamers weighed anchor and proceeded at 11.21 am escorted 
by HMAS Yarra, which had arrived the day previously. 

The garrison was left in command of Lieutenant Cameron and I was detailed to 
remain. During the afternoon and the following day, light rain fell. Nothing of any 
consequence occurred during the next few days, although daily we had showers of rain. 
On Monday 7 December, the Signal Stations on Capes Gazelle and Lesson were 
withdrawn. I had the opportunity of visiting these outstations in the SS Madang landing 
at both points, and returning to Herbertshohe at 3.45 pm. The day following I paid 
another visit to Ralum, while on Wednesday I visited Wunapope. It was on this day that 
we heard from the natives that the Germans were going to give us a great surprise at 
the weekend, but this never eventuated, owing perhaps to our being too well prepared. 
Nothing of any importance took place until 10.32 am on 14 November when a shock of 
earthquake was felt. At about 9.15 pm on the 15th we received the following welcome 
wireless message: “Scharnhorst, Gneisenau and Liepsig sunk off the Falkland Islands. 
Two colliers captured. Nurnberg and Dresdin being hotly pursued. British losses very 
few, only few German survivors.”  

The day following accompanied by my old friend, Ship’s Steward Palmer, I drove 
out to Kinigunan. The same afternoon a native brought me in a piece of 150mm shell 
fired by HMAS Encounter on the morning of 14 September 1914. An unexploded shell 
from this ship was taken to sea and ‘dumped’ the morning following. At 11 o’clock 
(17/12/14) the Eastern escorted by the HMAS Una (ex Komet) arrived at Rabaul, 
carrying the expeditionary party from Friedrich Wilhelmshaven, which left Herbertshohe 
on 2 December 1914. The latter returned to Herbertshohe at 6.30 pm on the night of 22 
December, Armourer Gardner died in hospital at Rabaul from malignant malaria, being 
buried the following day. This, and the following day, I was engaged taking evidence at 
a Court of Enquiry on board HMAS Una at Rabaul. On Christmas Eve, AB Williams 
died in Herbertshohe Hospital from malaria and other complications. At 10.00 am his 
remains were interred in the European Cemetery. At 7.00 pm I returned to 
Herbertshohe from Rabaul in time to get my share of the Christmas cheer sent up from 
Australia. On 28 December two Japanese cruisers and two destroyers entered Rabaul. 
The next day I spent in Rabaul. During the morning the Japanese ships left. I returned 
to Herbertshohe on Wednesday morning. Sixteen bells at midnight on New Years Eve 
rang the old year out and the New Year in. At 8.50 am on 3 January 1915 a further 
shock of earthquake was felt. The following day, a party was sent out to destroy the 
German mine on the Bitapaka Road. As a result of the explosion, a hole eight metres 
long, five metres wide and three metres deep was made in the road. This was rather a 
notable day so far as I was concerned, as it was on this day that I was admitted to the 
Balanbuket Hospital suffering from malaria fever. On Tuesday, the party sent out to fill 
in the hole caused by the explosion of the mine, discovered a second, in close proximity 
to the first mine. This was unearthed and taken into the bush where it also was 
destroyed. Friday 8 January 1915 found me discharged again from the hospital. 
Saturday afternoon I procured a horse and went for a ride out to Toma, returning at 
about 6.30 pm. At 3.50 pm the following day, the Matunga passed outward bound with 
the first batch of troops for Australia. Next day saw the arrival of the Morinda with mails. 
Monday afternoon I again had a trip on horseback visiting the residence of Herr 
Worttman at Kabakaul. While on this mission, I visited the scene of the mines on the 
Bitapaka Road and also the graves of Commander Elwell and AB Courtney at 
Kabakaul. The following day, we were favoured with a visit from the Administrator, 



Colonel Petherbridge and staff. Thursday found the men in a very dissatisfied mood, 
regarding the food, and a deputation to the Commanding Officer was made, who 
promised to do the best in his power to improve matters. Stores were commandeered 
from the different stores, while ox carts were sent out to Makurapan and other 
plantations for vegetables. Monday 18 January, Lieutenant- Commander Bracegirdle 
was appointed Acting Officer in Charge of the Naval Contingent, Commander Lambton 
having left Rabaul on a short visit to some of the adjacent islands. Lieutenant Gillam 
was transferred to Rabaul as Acting King’s Harbour Master. The next day, Lieutenant 
Read arrived and took over duties of Executive Officer. I also on this day, received word 
that my promotion to Leading Seaman had been approved of, to date from 13 
September 1914.The following Thursday afternoon (21/1/15) Ship’s Steward Palmer 
and self rode to Raluana to endeavour to secure provisions but without success. 
Nothing of any consequence happened until 29 January, when the Captain returned 
from Rabaul with a small advance of money for the men. The following afternoon, 
(Saturday) a cricket match was played between teams representing the garrison and 
HMAS Parramatta, the latter team proving the victors. Monday 1 February proved 
rather an important day as regards shipping. 5.00 am saw the Marsina passing inwards. 
At 4.30 pm the Matunga entered followed two hours later by the Eastern. The mails ex 
these vessels which arrived the following day proved to be our last in New Guinea. On 
Wednesday all were in a good humour, as from orders received, preparations were 
made for leaving Herbertshohe to go to Rabaul for embarkation on the Eastern, but we 
were doomed to further disappointments, as all orders were cancelled the following 
day. At 10.00 am the same day (Wednesday) it was reported to Garrison Headquarters  
that the benzene store and the premises occupied by No. 5 Company was on fire. The 
alarm was at once given and the fire brigade turned out, but nothing could be done. The 
dense volumes of black smoke cast quite a shade over the garrison and the explosion 
of the drums rendered it dangerous for anyone to approach. One drum exploding was 
thrown high into the air and fell through the roof of a shed at the rear of No. 5 
Company’s quarters. Friday 5 February Major Roberts arrived from Rabaul to take over 
command of the garrison. On Sunday afternoon, I took my last stroll, walking down and 
through the mission grounds at Wunapope. Coming on to rain I was obliged to take 
shelter in a stable at the back of the mission, but by good strategical moves I returned 
to Herbertshohe quite dry. The following day, we received the long looked for ‘definite’ 
orders to stand by to move off. At 7.30 am the morning after, we witnessed the arrival of 
the SS Navua which subsequently carried us back to ‘Dear old Sydney Town.’ Daylight 
saw us all on the move. Boxes were searched and then stacked on the wharf for 
shipment to Rabaul. During the afternoon No. 6 Company together with all the sick 
men, were sent on board the Madang and taken to Rabaul. These eventually left for 
Sydney by the Eastern at 11.30 am. On the following day, Wednesday 10 February the 
garrison command was handed over to Major Roberts and the remainder of the troops 
embarked on the steamers Madang and Nusa for Rabaul. At 1.00 am we boarded the 
Navua and at 3.30 pm we left the wharf amid hearty cheering from the military force 
who were sent up to take over the garrison duties. Fine weather accompanied us until 
the Saturday when a rough sea was met with. At 10.30 am on this day we were 
exercised at fire stations while the following morning, ‘Abandon Ship’ was on the menu. 
During Monday the weather became very boisterous which necessitated the ‘slowing 
down’ of the ship. On Tuesday the weather moderated somewhat and on Wednesday 
we again met with a smooth sea much to the comfort of the troops. At daylight on 
Wednesday 17 February we first sighted ‘Australia.’ The following day was the most 
pleasant we had for a considerable time, as at 11.30 am much to our delight we 
entered Sydney Heads, anchoring in Watson'’ Bay until1.30 pm to pass the doctor. At 
2.00 pm we made fast to the ex-NDL wharf at Circular Quay, the ferry boats and small 



craft giving us a warm reception with their whistles. Prior to leaving for Rushcutter’s Bay 
Depot at 3.30 pm our kits were examined by the Customs and stored for fumigation. At 
the depot we were each paid the large sum of two dollars and granted leave until 8.00 
am. At that hour we mustered at the NDL wharf and at 9.00 am set out on our parade. 
Headed by the police band we marched by way of George and Park Streets to Hyde 
Park when we parted company with the military, who continued their march to Victoria 
Barracks. The naval party returned to Circular Quay, and at 3.20 pm were taken to 
Rushcutter’s Bay. After receiving portion of our pay, I drove to the railway, catching the 
5.10 pm train, arriving at ‘Home Sweet Home’ at 8.15 pm. Unfortunately for some 
weeks after my return, I was not favoured with good health. A fortnight’s leave on full 
pay was granted us, while those suffering from bad health were given to understand 
they would not be discharged until they were medically fit. On Friday 24 February I 
ventured to Sydney to see my brother, who had volunteered for the Front and who was 
then in camp at Liverpool. I returned to Newcastle on the following Friday morning at 
the expiry of our fourteen days leave. No money or discharges were available, but I was 
finally discharged from the Naval and Military Expeditionary Force on 8 May 1915. I 
however resumed work on 15 March 1916, exactly seven months from the date of 
departure from Newcastle on the expedition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Australia at War 
Her First Great Achievement 

The Capture of German New Guinea 
 

Preface 
The majority of reports hitherto published concerning the operations of 

Australia’s first expeditionary force, have been more or less of a contradictory nature, 
but in the few pages that follow, the writer has endeavoured to place before the readers 
of this work, a true, though brief, account of it’s doings. The information contained 
therein has come from good reliable sources; the action at Kabakaul during which, 
some of Australia’s best fell, is dealt with to some extent, but the accounts of the minor 
expeditions to other islands, including the capture of the Komet, Samoa and other 
vessels, are confined to a few lines. The illustrations, for which I am indebted to a fellow 
member of the expedition should prove exceedingly interesting, quite apart from their 
historic value. Quite a number will give readers a very good idea of the nature of the 
country through which our gallant men had to advance in the attack upon the Wireless 
Station at Bitapaka.  
 In conclusion, the writer trusts that after perusing these pages, the contents of 
which, to the very best of his belief, are founded on facts, and nothing but facts, readers 
will render honour and credit where they are due. This particularly refers to the action at 
Kabakaul and Bitapaka, concerning which, so many contradictory reports have from 
time to time, appeared in the press and elsewhere. 
 Immediately upon the declaration of War by Great Britain against Germany, the 
Commonwealth Government proffered their assistance to the Imperial Government. 
Recruiting was at once commenced for an Expeditionary Force to be sent to Europe, 
while on 9 August 1914, it was announced that a mixed Naval and Military Force was to 
be mobilised for operations in the Pacific. This latter force was to consist of six 
companies of the Royal Australian Naval Reserves, a complete battalion of infantry, two 
machine gun sections, signalling section, and of course, the necessary compliment of 
Army Medical Corps. The command of the force was accepted by Colonel William 
Holmes, DSO, VD, then commanding the Sixth Australian Infantry Brigade. Lieutenant-
Colonel W. Russell Watson was selected to command the infantry battalion, while 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Paton, VD, was appointed second-in-command. The naval 
portion of the expeditionary force was raised from the states of New South Wales, 
Victoria, Queensland and South Australia, and was commanded by Commander J A H 
Beresford, RAN. 
 The object of the expedition was briefly, to seize all the German Wireless 
Stations in the Pacific, and to occupy and temporarily administer the Government in 
German Territory. In this, as will be seen later, the expedition proved a success.  
 On 18 August 1914 the P & O Company’s steamer Berrima was commissioned 
as an armed transport, being armed with four 4.7 inch guns. Within one week, the 
whole force was organised, clothed, armed and equipped, and at 11 o’clock on the 
morning of the above date, the embarkation of troops commenced, the Berrima being 
then in Cockatoo Dock, Sydney. Commander Stevenson, RAN, was appointed to 
command the Berrima or T1 as she was re-christened. At daylight the following 
morning, the ship was undocked, and proceeded to Farm Cove, where she lay until 
noon. Slipping the buoy, the trip down the harbour was made amid the shrieking of ferry 
boats’ whistles and steamers’ sirens, while the passengers of the Berrima did not omit 
to add their cheers to the din. Such articles as sheets, pillow slips, towels – in fact any 
article that would attract attention were waved frantically from the windows of the 
numerous houses fronting the shore, and such was the send off accorded to Australia’s 



first expeditionary force – a force consisting of Australian men, commanded by 
Australian officers, and later assisted and escorted by the Australian Fleet. Something 
at last that was NOT ‘made in Germany.’ Daylight on the morning of the 21st found the 
troopship anchored in Moreton Bay, Queensland. A stay was made but for a short time. 
Off the North Queensland coast, a stay of some days was made, during which time, 
parties were daily sent ashore for practice in skirmishing, musketry etc. Here also, was 
met a portion of the Royal Australian Navy, which ultimately escorted the Berrima to her 
destination. On the 4th September, just a week prior to the landing of the force on 
German territory, a call was made at Port Moresby, where a further detachment of the 
Navy was met. Departure was taken three days later, all ships proceeding with lights 
shaded in order to prevent detection. In the meantime, a party consisting of Lieutenant 
R G Bowen, RAN, Sub-Lieutenant C Webber, RANR, Midshipman R L Buller, RANR 
and fifty men from No. 4 Company, together with one medical officer (Captain Pockley) 
and a Private, were detailed for landing, and were transferred to one of the cruisers. A 
day or two later we were joined by Australia’s pride, HMAS Australia, and with her, 
proceeded direct to Blanche Bay, in New Britain where we arrived at daylight on the 
11trh September 1914. Mine sweeping operations were carried out under the direction 
of Warrant Officer Ince, but after spending some hours on this dangerous errand, the 
party returned, reporting the channel entirely clear. 
 Meanwhile the force previously detailed for landing, had been divided into two 
parties of twenty five men each, one under Lieutenant Bowen and Midshipman Buller 
being landed at Kabakaul, and the other under Sub-Lieutenant Webber at 
Herbertshohoe, their object being to locate the Wireless Station. The latter party, after 
hoisting the Union Jack, proceeded inland for some distance, finding their way 
unopposed, but they finally returned to Herbertshohe at about 5.30 pm having failed to 
locate the wireless. The Kabakaul party were a little more successful, they discovering 
the road leading to the Wireless Station shortly after landing. Just previous to 
discovering the road, four natives were seized whom the party utilised as guides. As 
they advanced, the telephone wires leading along the road were cut in several places, 
so as to destroy the enemy’s means of communication. Men were landed from the 
destroyers for use as connecting files from the supports to the shore. The party 
advanced slowly, as the scrub was exceptionally dense, in places being almost 
impregnable. After proceeding about a mile, the enemy was discovered in hidden 
positions. A rapid fire was immediately opened upon the advancing party, some of 
which appeared to come from men, no doubt natives, stationed in the tops of trees, and 
about a quarter of an hour later, a German scout, wounded in the hand, was taken 
prisoner. After being disarmed, he was practically compelled to call upon a number of 
his compatriots to surrender, which, after a short time, they did. In the meantime, 
reinforcements had been sent for, and these arrived from the destroyers at about this 
time. Heavy firing was again opened from scattered positions in the scrub, and from 
trenches, and further reinforcements were requested. At about 10.00 am the leader of 
the party, Lieutenant Bowen, fell wounded in the scalp. He was immediately pulled into 
the scrub by one of his men. A few minutes prior to this, Captain Pockley was shot, 
whilst attending to a wounded man – one of the first reinforcements. Lieutenant Hill, 
who had arrived with the reinforcements from the destroyers, now assumed command. 
The advance was continued, the force having by this time, been complemented by men 
landed from the Berrima under the command of Lieutenant-Commander Elwell and 
Lieutenant O W Gillam. This latter force on landing, proceeded with all haste to the 
relief of Lieutenant Bowen’s party. They had been advancing into the scrub about three 
Quarters of an hour, when they met the enemy’s fire, which was fatally hot. One man 
fell. The company was immediately divided, Lieutenant-Commander Elwell taking the 
right half company as the ‘firing line’ and Lieutenant Gillam the left half as supports. The 



denseness of the undergrowth made the advance slow and difficult. The day was 
extremely hot and no wind, while the weight of the men’s equipment, weighing in the 
proximity of forty five kilograms, did not add to their comfort. To make matters worse, 
the firing came from practically an unseen enemy, but the advance was continued, 
although three more men had fallen. Approaching a trench, wires leading to a mine in 
the road were luckily discovered and cut, and so put it out of action. When this mine 
was subsequently destroyed, some considerable time afterwards, a hole measuring 
about eight metres long, by five metres wide and two and a half metres deep was 
caused by the explosion. A second mine, in close proximity to the first was also 
discovered, and taken into the scrub, where it shared the same fate. What should have 
happened to our force, had the enemy succeeded in exploding these mines under 
them, can easily be imagined. Shortly afterwards, Lieutenant-Commander Elwell gave 
the order to ‘fix bayonets’, intending to carry the trench with a bayonet charge, but 
almost immediately he was shot down. He met his death in a manner worthy of the 
traditions of the British Navy, having leapt out into the open, calling upon his men to 
follow him, when the fatal bullet found its mark. By this time, the reinforcements came 
up to Lieutenant Bowen’s men, now under the command of Lieutenant Hill, and the 
surrender of the enemy in the trench soon followed. The force then retired with the 
dead and wounded. Meanwhile, further reinforcements, including a machine gun 
section under Captain Harcus had been landed from the Berrima, and portion of No. 6 
Company under Lieutenant Bond, and accompanied by Captain Travers, Intelligence 
Officer, was ordered to advance, and if possible, to reach the wireless station. The 
remainder of the force was held by Commander Beresford as a reserve, ready to 
render any assistance required. At the second trench, three German Officers and a 
number of black soldiers surrendered. A few minutes prior to this, a number of natives 
who had been taken prisoners, were shot whilst attempting to escape, and soon 
afterwards, a German was treated in a similar manner whilst attempting to collect the 
black troops together. Some of the latter were also killed. The advance was continued 
with very little further resistance, and at about 7.0 pm the Wireless Station was taken 
possession of. During the advance, a despatch carrier carrying a despatch from the 
German Governor ordering the wireless to be destroyed and the forces to retire, was 
captured and made prisoner. An hour or two after the occupation of the wireless station, 
Midshipman Buller arrived in charge of Lieutenant Bowen’s party, while Midshipman 
Veale in charge of some supports also arrived some time later. The following day, the 
German’s wireless was put out of action, and the forces returned to the coast with the 
vital parts of the installation. At about dusk, they embarked at Kabakaul on board one of 
the destroyers for Herbertshohe, where they arrived about 7.00 pm. The casualties on 
our side were: six killed,  Lieutenant-Commander C B Elwell, RN 
    Captain B C A Pockley, AAMC  
    Able Seaman John Courtney 
    Able Seaman Robert Moffatt 
    Able Seaman W G Williams 
    Able Seaman H W Street 
and four wounded,   Lieutenant R G Bowen, RAN 
    Able Seaman T Sullivan 
    Able Seaman J Tonks 
    Able Seaman Daniel Skillen 
The exact number of the enemy’s casualties, of which there were a good number, could 
not be definitely ascertained, but no less than nineteen Germans, including three 
Officers, and over fifty armed natives were taken prisoners. 
 This briefly were the movements of the forces landed at Kabakaul. 



 Referring once again to the party which landed at Herbertshohe. At 1.45 pm a 
signal was received by the Berrima from HMAS Sydney, to the effect that no tidings of 
this party had been received since early morning, and Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, with 
four companies of infantry, a machine gun section and a 12 pounder field gun, was 
therefore instructed to land, and endeavour to gain touch with the missing party, and 
also to cooperate with Commander Berseford’s force at Kabakaul in the attack on the 
Wireless Station. The force landed at 3.00 pm. However, as previously mentioned, Sub-
Lieutenant Webber’s party returned to Herbertshohe at about 5.30 pm having failed to 
locate the Wireless Station. As the enemy appeared to be putting up a determined 
defence, the Brigadier and Admiral decided to land the remainder of the force on board 
the Berrima at Kabakaul to assist Commander Beresford, and if the capture of the 
Wireless Station was not afforded that evening, the whole of the forces would be 
recalled to the coast that night, and the ridges shelled by the fleet next morning at 
daylight. The forces both at Herbertshohe and Kabakaul would then simultaneously 
renew the attack. Word was received however next morning to the effect that the 
enemy had surrendered and the Wireless Station occupied during the night by portion 
of Commander Beresford’s force. 
 Lieutenant-Colonel Watson’s troops were re-embarked on board the Berrima, 
which proceeded on to Rabaul. Here, four companies of infantry, a machine gun 
section and a detachment of the Army Medical Corps were landed under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel J Paton, and a garrison established without opposition. At 3.00 
pm the following day, the Union Jack was unfurled, and the Proclamation of Military 
occupation issued by Brigadier Holmes was read by the Brigade Major, Major Heritage, 
the fleet at the same time, firing a royal salute. 
The following is a copy of the Proclamation: 

GR 
Proclamation 
Proclamation on behalf of His Majesty, George V, by the grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the Dominions overseas, King, Defender of 
the Faith, Emperor of India. 
 By Colonel William Holmes, DSO, VD, Brigadier commanding His Majesty’s 
Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force. 
 Whereas the Forces under my command have occupied the Island of New 
Britain, and whereas by such occupation, the authority of the German Government has 
ceased to exist therein, and  
 Whereas it has become essential to provide for proper Government of the said 
Colony, and for the safe protection of the lives and property of the peaceful Inhabitants 
thereof, 
 Now I, William Holmes, Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, Colonel 
in His Majesty’s Forces, Brigadier commanding the aforesaid Expeditionary Force, do 
hereby declare and proclaim as follows: 
1. From and after the dates of these presents, the Island of New Britain and its 

Dependencies are held by me in Military Occupation in the name of His Majesty, the 
King 

2. War will be waged only against the armed forces of the German Empire and its 
Allies in the present war 

3. The lives and private property of the peaceful inhabitants will be protected and the 
laws and customs of the Colony will remain in force, so far as is consistent with the 
Military situation 

4. If the needs of the troops demand it, private property may be requisitioned. Such 
property will be paid for at its fair value. 



5. Certain Officials of the late Government may be retained if they so desire, at their 
usual salaries 

6. In return for such protection, it is the duty of all inhabitants to behave in an absolute 
peaceful manner; to carry out their ordinary pursuits so far as is possible; to take no 
part directly or indirectly in any hostilities; to abstain from communication with His 
Majesty’s enemies, and to render obedience to such orders as may be promulgated 

7. All male inhabitants of European origin are required to take the Oath of Neutrality 
prescribed, at the Garrison Headquarters, and all firearms, ammunition and war 
material in the possession or control of inhabitants are to be surrendered forthwith 
as is also all public property of the late Government 

8. Non-compliance with the terms of this Declaration and disobedience of such orders 
as from time to time may be promulgated, will be dealt with according to Military Law 

9. It is hereby notified that this Proclamation takes effect in the whole island of New 
Britain and its dependencies from this date 

 
Given at Government House, Rabaul, this Eleventh Day of September 1914. 

  (Signed) William Holmes 
    Brigadier Commanding 

 
Witness 
   (Signed) Francis Heritage 
     Brigade Major 
 
God Save The King 
 

Native Proclamation 
It is a remarkable fact, that with the several years of German administration, the 

natives of German New Guinea have never acquired even the slightest knowledge of 
the German language. The majority of them converse in broken, or as it is more 
commonly called ‘Pigeon English’, and the German planter is obliged to adopt this 
‘language’ also. 

The following Proclamation was read at Rabaul on the 12th September 1914 for 
the benefit of the natives: 

‘All boys belongina one place, you savvy big master he come now, he new feller 
master, he strong feller too much, you look him all ship stop place; he small feller ship 
belongina him. Plenty more big feeler he stop place belongina him, now he come here 
he take all place. He look out good alonga you feller. Now he like you feller look out 
good alonga him. Suppose other feller master he been speak you, ‘You no work alonga 
new feller master,’ he gammon. Suppose you work good alonga this new feller master, 
he look out good alonga you, he look out you get plenty good feller kai-kai: he no 
fighting black boy alonga nothing. 

You look him new feller flag, you savvy him? He belonga British (English); he 
more better than other feller; suppose you been making paper before this new feller 
master come, you finish time belonga him first: finish time belonga him, you like make 
him new feller paper alonga man belonga new feller master; he look out good alonga 
with you; he give good feller kai-kai. Suppose you no look out good alonga him, he 
cross too much. British (English) new feller master he like him black feller man too 
much. He like him all same you piccanin alonga him. You get black feller master 
belongina you, he all same police master. You look out place alonga with him, he look 
out place alonga with you. You no fight other feller black man other place, you no kai-
kai man. You no steal Mary belongina other feller black man. He finish talk alonga with 
you soon. Bye-and-bye ship belongina new feller master he come and look out place 



belongina you. You look out him now belongina place belongina you, you speak him all 
same. 

Me been talk with you now, now you give three good feller cheers belongina new 
feller master.’ 

“No more ‘um Kaiser.” 
“God save ‘um King.” 
 
It was later ascertained that the seat of government had been removed about a 

month prior to the arrival of the Australian forces, from Rabaul to Toma, an inland 
settlement, where the German Governor and the remainder of his military forces were 
located. At daybreak on the 14th September, HMAS Encounter shelled the country in 
the vicinity of Toma for about an hour, on completion of which, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Watson, with a 12 pounder field gun, a machine gun section and four companies of 
infantry advanced on Toma from Herbertshohe. On arrival at Toma they succeeded in 
arranging for the German Governor to come into Herbertshohe the following morning 
and discuss terms of surrender with Brigadier Holmes. At about 11.30 am the Governor 
and the Brigadier met, but at 1.30 pm no definite terms had been agreed upon, and the 
conference was adjourned until the 17th September. On this date an agreement was 
arrived at, and duly signed, the surrender of the Governor and forces taking place on 
21st September at 10.00 am. 

Next day, escorted by portion of the Australian fleet and the French cruiser 
Montcalm, the Berrima left for Friedrich Wilhelmshafen, where a garrison of half a 
company of Naval Reserves under Lieutenant Read, and one and a half companies of 
infantry under Major Martin, with a detachment of the Army Medical Corps, was 
established without opposition. The ships returned to Rabaul on 26th September. 

Garrisons were later established at Kawieang, in New Ireland, Nauru or Pleasant 
Island, and the Admiralty Islands. 

The capture of the Bitapaka Wireless Station severed the last link of the chain of 
Wireless Stations established by Germany in the Pacific the other stations being 
situated at Yap (destroyed by HMS Hampshire), Nauru (put out of action by a landing 
party from HMAS Melbourne) and Samoa (occupied by the New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force). At the outbreak of war, Bitapaka was only in course of construction, and at the 
time of capture by the Australian force was only working on low power. 

A good deal of controversy has taken place since the capture of German New 
Guinea by the Australian forces, regarding the Terms of Capitulation, which are briefly 
shown hereunder. Whether they may be considered as satisfactory, is best left to the 
readers of this work to judge for themselves. 

• All military resistance to the military occupation of German New Guinea by 
the British forces to cease at once 

• German and native forces in the field to surrender with military honours at 
Herbertshohe, on 21st September 1914 

• On the Governor giving his parole, no obstacle to be placed in way of his 
returning to Germany 

• Officers of the regular German forces to be treated as Prisoners of War 

• Officers and non-commissioned officers (except officials of the German 
Government) whose ordinary occupation is civil, on taking the oath of 
neutrality to be released and permitted to return to their homes and ordinary 
avocations 

• For the safety of the white population, that portion of the Armed Native 
Constabulary forming part of the German forces in the field, if found 
satisfactory, to be transferred to the military administration to act as police 



• All monies and properties of the late German administration to be handed 
over to the Brigadier commanding the British forces of occupation 

• Existing laws and customs to remain in force so far as is consistent with the 
military situation 

• Civil officials of the late German administration, whose services are not 
retained in an advisory capacity, to be deported to Australia, but no obstacle 
placed in the way of subsequent return to Germany when possible 

• Any British subjects held as prisoners to be released and returned to their 
homes 

• Care to be taken of women and children of deported officials, and safe 
conduct to places where their men are 

 

                           Capture of the SMS Komet 
 
An expedition under the command of Lieutenant-Commander J M Jackson, RN, 

was despatched from Rabaul on the 8th October 1914 on board HMAS Nusa, its object 
being to capture if possible, the Komet which was believed to be in hiding at some 
place along the north coast. Lieutenant-Colonel Paton, with a detachment of infantry 
and a machine gun section, also accompanied the expedition. Early on the morning of 
the 11th October the Komet was located and surprised, being captured without 
opposition, although armed with a quick firing gun. This was due no doubt, tot heir 
being so completely taken by surprise. She was also fitted with wireless telegraphy. 

The Nusa, with her prize, returned to Rabaul on the 13th October, bringing the 
Captain of the Komet, four German officers and the crew of fifty two natives who had 
been taken prisoners. 
 The Komet was afterwards renames the Una and sailed under the British Naval 
ensign. 
 

 

                           The Song of the Berrima 

                         (Sung to the tune of ‘Marching through Georgia’) 
Strap your belts and buckles on, slope your blooming guns, 
Show your own loved Commonwealth we are just the ones; 
Shove your manly bosoms out and prove we are the sons, 
Who mean to be a credit to Australia. 
 
Chorus: 
Hurrah! Hurrah! we don’t know where we are, 
Hurrah! Hurrah! we’re on the Berrima, 
We’re volunteers for service from our own Australia, 
When we set out to capture Papua. 
 
First we learnt the goose-step, then we learnt to hold the gun; 
Then they taught us how to shoot at targets one by one; 
Then with our mekometer we double out and run, 
To calculate the ranges for Australia. 
 
Our expedition’s No. 1, we’re always fresh and fit; 
We’re all the very best of pals, work hard and play a bit; 
We mean to leave the Berrima as models every whit, 
When we set out to capture Papua. 
 



Report on the operations at Kabakaul on Friday 11th September 1914 
by Lieutenant O W Gillam 

Officer Commanding No. 3 Company 
 
I beg to submit my report on the operations at Kabakaul on Friday 11 th September 
1914. My company (No. 3) landed in boats as ordered from the Berrima about 10.00 
am on Friday, the 11th September. Lieutenant-Commander Elwell took charge of one of 
the boats and we all landed together on the jetty at Kabakaul where my company 
formed up. We at once proceeded in fours to the relief of Lieutenant Bowen, guided by 
Mr Yeo, along the road leading to the Wireless Station. Mr Yeo impressed upon us the 
need of urgency. About two kilometres mile in the bush, Lieutenant-Commander Elwell 
and self discussed method of advance as we had come under fire – we did not halt. 
The day was clear, very hot, and no wind. It was decided to send out scouts each side 
of the road – continued as before in fours along the road in order to advance more 
rapidly as the scrub and undergrowth beneath the coconut palms was too thick for rapid 
movement and a second message had come down from Lieutenant Bowen. Owing to 
the denseness of the scrub the scouts could not keep in front so a patrol of about six 
men at a time were sent out along the road in advance of the company with orders to 
send out scouts every hundred metres to both sides. As the scouts dropped back they 
were to rejoin the road and form up as a rear-guard under Warrant Officer Hunter. We 
had been about thirty five or forty minutes arriving at a point when I was doubling to the 
front to suggest to Lieutenant-Commander Elwell we extend in the scrub and advance 
in that formation as the firing had become fairly persistent. At the moment I spoke, a 
man fell, shot whilst proceeding to join the advance guard. The company was at once 
ordered to cover extended whilst advancing and proceeded in that manner, Lieutenant-
Commander Elwell taking the right half company as firing line, myself the left half 
company as supports. In a few moments, the right half company were lost to sight 
owing to the density of the undergrowth, but I kept in close touch by hearing them, and 
through the connecting file. We were all under careful and deliberate fire from a 
practically unseen enemy. About a hundred metres further on, three more of my men 
were shot – the firing was hot, but our advance was not checked. Here several black 
soldiers were seen, and one shot. Personally I did not see one of the enemy although I 
seemed to draw fire from everywhere – I believe the helmet I wore made a mark. The 
fire came from everywhere and from trees, and I believe the right half company through 
not having extended so far to the left, did not draw so many enemy’s rifles in their 
direction. We found a number of small trenches on the sides of the road – none 
occupied. We overtook some men from HMAS Yarra in white uniforms armed only with 
revolvers. Although they exposed themselves daringly and were so conspicuous, none 
were hit, which I attribute to the fact that the enemy had orders to pick out officers and 
men armed with rifles. I heard Lieutenant- Commander Elwell order ‘Fix Bayonets’. 
They had crossed the road, and heard the right half charge with cheers – he had not 
sent to me for supports. I was close up to the firing time at the time. Just before, we had 
discovered the wires and firing parts of a mine. Mr Hunter cut the wires and took charge 
of the key. I now found I was only in touch with six or seven men (owing to the density 
of the scrub) though I could hear the remainder. I came upon a German trench, 
guarded by two Able Seamen from the Yarra, also a Chinaman and Midshipman Buller 
with Lieutenant Bowen bleeding from a shot wound in the head. Mr Buller had pulled 
him from the road to the scrub. He was weak and dazed. He asked to speak to me. I 
made him more comfortable, and tore a piece of his mosquito net large enough to cover 
his face to keep away the dozens of flies which were on it. He said he had handed over 
his command to Lieutenant Hill, asked me to promise that the Chinaman should not be 
handed back to the Germans as he had been useful and to see that a pair of glasses 



were handed back to a German as he had only borrowed them. He advised me to scour 
the right side of the road. I sent word for the ambulance to come up. Previously I had 
sent a written message to the officer commanding the supports, as I knew another 
company was landing. Whilst talking to Lieutenant Bowen we were shot at from three 
directions. I then sent three men in the direction indicated by Lieutenant Bowen, also 
two towards the right flank and two towards the left flank and started to advance 
straight ahead; the ambulance men (2) had taken Lieutenant Bowen (they were shot at 
as they reached us) when I heard the order to the firing line to ‘Cease Fire’. The order 
had come from Lieutenant Hill, a little in advance of me. I walked out to the open road 
and found my right half company formed up with three German officers and a number 
of Kanaka soldiers. Lieutenant Hill explained that the Germans had hoisted the white 
flag, asking for a parley, also that he had decided to withdraw all the men and march 
back to the base. The trench was about two hundred metres from this spot and 
extended across the road – more to the left than to the right. Some of my men were 
carrying the dead body of Lieutenant-Commander Elwell, a brave and fearless leader. 
By direction of Lieutenant Hill, I marched the men back in fours along the road, calling 
the men in who were still in the bush. We collected and retired with the dead and 
wounded. After going about a two kilometres and close to the Cross Roads, I met No. 6 
Company, a machine gun section, Captain Beresford, Lieutenant Bracegirdle and 
Captain Travers, and so my individual command ceased. 
 I take this opportunity, Sir, of expressing my extreme pleasure and gratification 
with the manner the work was done by every man of my command and am proud of 
them for that day. The rapidity of advance (which undoubtedly considerably 
disconcerted the enemy and had a splendid effect) I credit to Lieutenant-Commander 
Elwell and Mr Yeo. Petty Officer Coombes steadied the men and worked grandly – they 
were all good. The heat of the day, dust and no food since early morning (it was now 
about 4.00 pm) caused some distress amongst the men, but none demurred at the 
heavy work that still had to be, and was done, after joining you Sir. 
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