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Introduction 
              
 

 
                                         
                                                                                                                                                        
The Second World War sites of significance were identified and plaques located  
by the Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee in 1995 as the result of a 
project initiated by the Commonwealth Govermnent to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the end of World War 11 - also known as Victory in the Pacific 
Day (VP Day), 15th  August 1945.  
 
Twenty-one Commemorative Plaques were placed at relevant locations around 
Newcastle representing a cross section of the War effort contributed by 
Newcastle's citizens, including those in the Armed Forces, industries, professional 
citizens, and community groups. The plaques also noted the war-time use of 
several prominent Newcastle buildings. 
 
This book describes the location and significance of the twenty one plaques in the 
Newcastle Local Government Area. 

 
Roger Greenan 
Secretary 
Battle for Australia Committee Inc. 
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Australia Remembers Newcastle Commemorative Plaque Project 
 
Background 
 
In 1995 the Federal Government, through the Department of Veterans Affairs, allocated a 
grant of money to each Federal electorate under the Australia Remembers Program. This 
grant was made available to enable each electorate to conduct a range of activities to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II (also known as Victory in 
the Pacific or VP Day, 15 August 1945). 
 
In the Newcastle Electorate, a large committee was formed following an initiative by the 
then Local Federal Member Mr. Allan Morris MP, comprising a large cross section of the 
Newcastle Community. Many activities were held including two large concerts, street 
parades, commemorative services, burial of a time capsule, Church Services and sponsored 
school activities. 
 
In addition to those activities, a special project was initiated which resulted in twenty-one 
Commemorative Plaques being placed at significant locations around Newcastle. The 
plaques were designed with an approved Australia Remembers Logo and represented a 
cross section of the war effort contribution by Newcastle's citizens, including those in the 
Armed Forces, industry, citizens, and community groups. The plaques also noted the war-
time use of several prominent Newcastle buildings. 
 
A special project sub-committee considered many site locations and groups to be 
commemorated before deciding on the final selection of plaques and locations. Although 
there were many deserving sites and groups, unfortunately allocations were restricted to the 
limited funds made available for the project. 
 
This plaque project was the last activity of the 1995 celebrations to be undertaken by the 
few members left of the original committee and could not start until all other activities were 
completed. Using the limited funds left from the Federal financial grant, and approximately 
$5,000.00 raised in sponsorship monies from local businesses; industry; RSL Sub Branches 
and other community groups, the plaques were produced and, where appropriate, unveiled 
by the Lord Mayor in a series of special ceremonies. 
 
There were some locations where it was necessary to obtain Newcastle Council approval 
which was granted along with generous assistance from the council in mounting the plaques 
at appropriate locations.  The project took considerable time to complete as the original 
large committee had dwindled to only two active members (John Ross and Laurie Kelly), 
during the manufacture and placement of the plaques. All plaques were finally in position 
by 1998. 
 
The Newcastle City Council was most helpful in arranging for many of the plaques to be 
positioned around our city and Mr Norm Minton, a Council employee and a qualified stone 
mason, positioned most of the plaques and where necessary, constructed stone plinths on 
which the plaques were mounted. 
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I wish to acknowledge the considerable work performed by our Secretary/Treasurer Roger 
Greenan in the final editing and formatting of this book over a considerable period of time 

during which we both had many other community and personal commitments. I also wish to 
thank the Friends of the Second Infantry Battalions Inc. for support and assistance in 
publishing this book. 
 
Now that the Australia Remembers celebrations have passed into history these plaques 
remain as a permanent reminder of the considerable contribution made by Newcastle 
Citizens to Australia's War effort during World War II. 
 
The Battle for Australia Newcastle Commemorative Committee has produced this book 
with a grant from the Commonwealth Department of Veteran Affairs to enable students, ex-
service groups and visitors to our city to visit these sites. It is hoped that visitors will  
appreciate the significant role played by Newcastle citizens and industries to our nations 
success in World War II, particularly in the Battle for Australia when for the first time our 
Australian mainland came under direct enemy  attack. 
 
Committee members involved in the 1995 Australia Remembers Newcastle celebrations are 
listed on page eight. 
 
The Battle for Australia Newcastle Commemorative Committee gratefully acknowledge the 
funding assistance provided by the Department of Veteran Affairs.Without this generous 
assistance this book would not have been produced. 
 
Laurie Kelly 
President 
Battle for Australia 
Newcastle Commemorative Committee 
January 2009 
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Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee – Formed 1995 

 
Mr Allan Morris MP  Federal Member for Newcastle (Convenor) 
Mr Jack Griffiths   Rats of Tobruk Association (Chairman) 
Lt.Col Laurie Kelly (Retired)    Friends of the City of Newcastle Regiment Secretary) 
Major John Ross (Retired)        Friends of the City of Newcastle Regiment (Treasurer) 
Mr Alf Stone   President, POW Association 
Mr Geoff Borham   President, Adamstown RSL Sub-Branch 
Mr Bill Cowper  (Representing Waratah-Mayfield and Merewether RSLs) 
Mr John Breddin   Naval Association 
Mr Cliff Cranfield   Department of School Education 
Mr Bruce Cribb   President, Hamilton RSL Sub-Branch 
Mr Ray Clarke   Fort Scratchley Military Museum Society 
Ms June McPherson  Red Cross Association 
Mr Jim Day    President, Islington RSL Sub-Branch 
Mrs Pat Wetzler   President, Hunter War Widows Association 
Mr Reyn Keats   Rats of Tobruk Association 
Mrs Claudia Howarth  President, Newcastle War Widows’ Guild Club 
Mrs Dulcie Cass   Secretary, Newcastle War Widows’ Guild Club 
Ms Jennifer Sloggett  Newcastle Regional Library 
Ms Michelle Campbell  Newcastle Regional Library 
Ms Helen Webster   Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
Ms Elizabeth Twining  Adjutant, Newcastle RSL Air Cadets 
Mr Warren Murnane  CO, Newcastle RSL Air Cadets 
Mrs Dulcie Giles   President, EX A.A.M.W.S. Association, Newcastle 
Mrs Betty Aird   Secretary, EX A.A.M.W.S. Association, Newcastle 
Ms Chris Johnson   Office of Allan Morris MP 
Rev Bill Brown   Lambton/New Lambton RSL (Church Liaison) 
Ms Christine Bramble  Newcastle Regional Museum 
Mr Steve Dunn   Naval Association 
Mr Stuart Dibley   President, RAAF Association 
Mr Matt Hayes   Matt Hayes Promotions 
Mr Glen Barker   Concert Promotions 
Mr James Mackay   Newcastle City Council 
Mrs Betty McIntyre                   Treasurer, Australia Ex-Army Medical Womens’ Service 
Miss Lindy-Lou Markotanyos Department of Training and Education Co-ordination – 

Assistant Secretary 
 

The Commemorative Plaque Sub-Committee 
 
Jenny Sloggett   Newcastle Regional Library 
Ed Tonks   Local Historian 
Tony Steinbeck   Military Historian 
John Ross   Friends of City of Newcastle Regiment 
Laurie Kelly   Friends of City of Newcastle Regiment 
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Site Location of Plaques 

 
Plaque 

No. 
Location Event Sponsorship 

1. 
 

Wharf Road 
Harbour 
Foreshore 
 
(Near memorial 
to Merchant 
Mariners) 
 

Acknowledges major contribution of 
Newcastle’s industries to supply industrial 
military needs during World War П – 
BHP, Lysaghts, Ryland’s, Stewarts & 
Lloyds, Commonwealth Steel, Newcastle 
Chemical Company, Goninan’s, etc.   
(Original plaque was stolen from a site at 
Braye Park Hill, Waratah) 

Newcastle BHP 
Steel Works, 
Long Products 
Division 

2. 
 

Harbour 
Foreshore on 
Merchant 
Maritime 
Monument 

To commemorate Newcastle’s Merchant 
Mariners and the role played by them 
during World War 11 

Newcastle Port 
Authority 

3. 
 

Wharf Road 
Harbour 
Foreshore 
(opposite 
previous  State 
Dockyard site) 

To commemorate Newcastle’s 
contribution to shipbuilding during World 
War П. 

Australia 
Defence 
Industries (ADI) 

4. 
 

Harbour 
Foreshore, 
Queens Wharf 
Brewery Site 
(On external wall 
downstairs) 

To mark the site of first Hospital Ship to 
visit Newcastle during World War П.  
Medical staff from Newcastle joined the 
ship. 

Queens Wharf 
Brewery 

5. 
 

Newcastle RSL 
Club – Hunter 
Mall Chambers 
(On outside wall 
near entrance 
from Hunter 
Street  Mall) 

To mark the location of American Red 
Cross Centre in Bebarfald’s Furniture 
Warehouse in Scott Street during World 
War П. 

City of 
Newcastle RSL 
Sub-Branch 
Limited 

6. 
 

Near TS Tobruk 
(Cadet Training 
Facility) 

To commemorate the site of HMAS 
Maitland Shore Facility and the  Navy’s 
contribution to World War П. 

Newcastle Port 
Authority 

7a 
 

Fort Scratchley Time capsule containing information of 
Newcastle’s activities to mark the 50th 
anniversary of World War П. 

Newcastle 
Australia 
Remembers 
Committee 
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Plaque 

No. 
Location Event Sponsorship 

7b 
 

Fort Scratchley To commemorate the shelling of 
Newcastle by a Japanese submarine 
and the return fire by the guns of Fort 
Scratchley 

Newcastle RSL 
Sub-Branch 

8 
 

Pacific Park To mark the location of some of the air 
raid shelters that were located around 
Newcastle during World War 11. 
 

Newcastle 
Australia 
Remembers 
Committee 

9. 
 

Shepherds Hill To mark the site on Shepherds Hill as a 
unique site during World War П where 
all three Armed Services served together. 

Naval 
Association 
(Newcastle) 
 

10. 
 

Christ Church 
Cathedral, Church 
Street Newcastle 

To commemorate the 50th Anniversary 
of the end of World War П. 

Newcastle 
Australia 
Remembers 
Committee 

11. 
 

Newcastle City 
Hall 
 

To commemorate the role played by 
Newcastle City Hall during World War 
П. 

Newcastle 
Australia 
Remembers 
Committee 

12. 
 

On wall of old 
King Street Depot 
 
(Now Newcastle 
City Holden 
dealership) 

To mark the site of Headquarters of 
National Emergency Services (Newcastle 
Branch) during World War П.  Also to 
mark site of King Street Army Depot – a 
Recruit Induction Centre during both 
World War 1 and  World War 11 

NSW Ex POW 
Association, 
Newcastle 
Branch 

13. 
 

Adamstown 
Bullecourt 
Barracks 
Army Depot 

To mark the site of Adamstown Military 
Rifle Range used during World  
War П. 

Adamstown RSL 
Sub-Branch 

14. 
 

New Lambton 
Public School 
 

To commemorate that New Lambton 
Public School was taken over by the 
RAAF as the site of No.2 Fighter Sector, 
the control centre for the air defence of 
Newcastle from 25 February 1942 to 3 
December 1944. 

RAAF 
Association (Not 
an Australia 
Remembers 
Committee 
Plaque) 
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Plaque 

No. 
 

Location 
 

Event 
 

Sponsorship 
15. 

 
Werribi Park, 
Mayfield 
 

To mark the site of heavy and light Anti-
Aircraft Gun Batteries.  Typical of 
similar batteries throughout Newcastle. 

Gallipoli Legion 
Club 

   16. 
 

Broadmeadow 
Showground 
(near Brown 
Road entrance). 

Recruit Receiving Centre for Army 
Recruits World War П. 

Newcastle 
Australia 
Remembers 
Committee 

17. 
 

Newcastle 
Ambulance 
Station 
Dennison Street 
Hamilton 
 

To commemorate the role Hamilton 
Ambulance Station played in Newcastle’s 
contribution to World War П.  Members 
of the Volunteer Aid Detachments, who 
later became members of the Army 
Medical Women’s Services, were trained 
at this Ambulance Station. 

Newcastle 
Australia 
Remembers 
Committee 

18. 
 

Lindsay Street, 
Hamilton, 
Lindsay Gardens 
Retirement Home 

To mark the location of former Lindsay 
Street, Army Depot - a major Recruit 
Induction Centre for A.I.F. during World 
War П. 

2/2nd Australian 
Infantry 
Battalion 
Association 

19. 
 

Stockton Lions 
Park 

To commemorate the site of Stockton 
Beach Defences and Anti-Aircraft gun 
Batteries. 

Rats of Tobruk 
Association 

20. 
 

Connelly Park, 
Carrington, near 
War Memorial 
 

To honour the memory of Brigadier Sir 
Frederick “Black Jack” Galleghan, 
commander of Australian POW’s in 
Changi Prison Camp.  Former CO City of 
Newcastle Regiment.  His name appears 
on World War I Monument as having 
served from Carrington. 

Friends of the 
City of 
Newcastle 
Regiment 

 
  ADDITIONAL PLAQUE  
21 Newcastle War 

Cemetry, Pacific 
Highhway, 
Sandgate 

To commemorate those servicemen 
killed on duty in Newcastle area 
during World War 11. 

Australia War 
Graves Commission 
(Not an Australia 
Remembers 
Committee Plaque). 
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Plaque No. 1.  
Heavy Industry       
 
Location:           Harbour Foreshore off Wharf Road, near the 

Merchant  Mariners commemorative monument. 
 
Sponsor:              Newcastle BHP Steelworks Long Products Division 
 
Wording on the Plaque: 
 
This plaque honours the contribution of Newcastle’s industries and their employees to 
World War II. They worked 24 hours a day to supply the nation’s industrial and military 
needs, making Australia less reliant on imports.  
 

BHP -  Ferro alloys, magnesium, ferro-zirconium, tungsten carbide 
 

Lysaghts - Portable aircraft hangers, pontoons machetes, nose cap spinners for Beaufort 
and Mosquito aircraft. Owen machine guns, bullet proof steel plate and steel for helmets, 
aircraft and Anderson air raid shelters for Britain. 
 

Rylands - Barbed wire used at Tobruk and Singapore, and wire for telephone field cables, 
gun parts, aircraft bolts, and anti-submarine and torpedo nets including the net that 
captured a Japanese submarine in Sydney Harbour in 1942. 
 

Stewarts and Lloyds - 18, 25, and 60 pounder, 6 inch naval, 4, 5 and 6 inch howitzer, 5·5 
and 3·7 inch anti-aircraft shells, and tubes for 3·7 inch anti-aircraft guns, Bofors and 25 
pounder guns. 
 

Commonwealth Steel - 180 types of special steel including Australia’s  first stainless steel 
and 2 million steel helmets for the Australian, New Zealand and Indian armies. 
 

Newcastle Chemical Company - Chemicals to aid industries and drugs to fight tropical 
diseases. 
 

Goninan - Refrigeration barges, Bren gun carrier parts 
 

H.R. Hayman and Sutcliffe Manufacturing - More than 2 million articles of military 
clothing. 
 

Also involved in the war effort were Henry Lane, Sulphide Corporation and Cardiff 
Railway Workshops. 
 

In 1943, BHP and related industries employed 17,500 compared to 3,800 in 1932. The 
war saw women work in heavy industry for the first time, in February 1942 at Rylands 
and in August at BHP. About 2,000 women were employed between 1942–1945 
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Additional Information 
 

This plaque was originally located on Braye Park Hill, Waratah overlooking many of the 
manufacturing and industry sites mentioned on the plaque. Unfortunately, the plaque was 
stolen several years after being placed. A new plaque was manufactured and placed in its 
present location in August 2007. Most of the Industries mentioned have since closed. 
 

Newcastle with its heavy industry, steel works and plentiful coal supply played a vital role 
during World War 11 providing much of the essential war materials and weapons required. 
 

The strategic importance of Newcastle was recognised in the placement of the RAAF base 
at Williamtown and the deployment of the 10th Militia Division including the Newcastle 
Covering Force to defend the area during the critical years of the Battle for Australia. The 
shelling of Newcastle by the Japanese submarine on 8 June 1942 confirmed the necessity 
for this heavy defence presence. 
 

The consequence of war from 1939 to 1945 required Australian industry and workers to 
develop new manufacturing capabilities and adopt new technologies and skills. Newcastle, 
its steel industry and workers were at the heart of that development.  
 

Newcastle’s BHP steelworks - modernised and enlarged through the late 1930’s - teamed 
with Lysaghts, Rylands, Stewarts and Lloyds and Commonwealth Steel to provide the 
industrial capability and capacity to manufacture:- 

• Precision gauges, instruments, tools and fixtures. 
• Machine tools such as high speed milling machines, planers, optical grinders and 

presses up to 3,000 ton capacity. 
• In addition to shell forgings, Stewarts & Lloyds produced thousands of compressed 

gas cylinders and aircraft engine cylinders. 
 

The BHP steelworks developed and made operational:- 
• A Ferro Alloy plant that permitted special steels to be manufactured. 
• A plant for the manufacture of bullet proof steel plate and armour plate for tanks and 

warships. 
• A plant for the manufacture of sintered Tungsten tip tools that were so necessary for 

the machining of toughened steel. 
 

The Commonwealth Steel Co. developed and made operational a special steel plant by the 
end of 1940 for the manufacture of special steels, tool and high speed steel.  
 

In 1942 the State Dockyard was reopened at the Carrington Dyke End, where two warships 
and a number of cargo ships were constructed by 1945. In addition, the Floating Dock 
moored in the Throsby Basin assisted with ship repair. 
 

All of this activity was undertaken as a direct consequence of  World War 11. Therefore it 
can be truly said that this industrial capacity and capability gave Australia its “fourth arm” 
that provided the great bulk of munitions for the three uniformed services from 1939 until 
1945.  
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Plaque No. 2.     
Merchant Mariners  
      

Location            Merchant Mariners Monument Newcastle  
                            (Wharf Road) Harbour foreshore. 
 

Sponsor             Newcastle Port Authority 
 

Wording on the Plaque: 
 

During World War 11 the sea was the main transport route, 
bringing to Newcastle the raw materials needed by its industries and taking away the 
industries’ products, as well as Hunter coal. 
Japanese submarines operated along the East Coast of Australia from 16 May to 3 
August 1942 and 18 January to 16 June 1943. They sank 18 vessels and attacked another 
15 killing 277 Merchant Mariners and 223 medical personnel, as well as attacking 
Sydney and Newcastle. 
In 1940-41 German mines sank 4 vessels, killing 16, and a German submarine sank a 
vessel in 1944, killing 2 
14 men from Newcastle were among 38 lost when “Iron Crown”, en route from Whyalla 
to Port Kembla, was sunk by submarine  I-27 on 4 June 1942 ; earlier it had damaged 
“Barwon”. On 23 July 1942 “Allara” was damaged by enemy action. It was repaired in 
Newcastle but 5 fatalities of that action are buried in Sandgate General Cemetery. 
Submarine I-21 which sunk “Iron Knight” had previously sunk “Kallingo” on 18 
January 1943. 
 

Additional Information. 
 

Some 66 Allied merchant Ships, approximately 20 of which were Australian, were sunk or 
damaged by enemy submarines, mines or bombs, within Australian and New Guinea waters 
during WW11. 
 

Since the outbreak of war, Australian merchant ships ran the gauntlet of enemy mines in 
home waters, but following the Battle of the Coral Sea in May 1942, they found themselves 
the target of a deliberate Japanese submarine campaign aimed at the destruction of Allied 
commercial shipping in the Indian Ocean and Australian region. After the two “Iron” ships 
went down, the Australian Naval Board responded by instituting on June 8 1942, a system 
of coastal convoys. All merchant ships over 1,200 tons and travelling at less than 12 knots 
were to be provided with anti-submarine and air-cover escorts and others sailing 
independently, were instructed to zig-zag when within 200 miles of the coast. 
 

Yet despite these precautions and the fitting of gunnery to 
many merchant vessels, they continued to be targets of 
enemy attack as they plied the sea lanes of the region 
transporting vital war supplies-food, munitions, equipment, 
people and raw materials. 

                                        
                                      

                                                                                              US liberty ship, Starr King, torpedoed off                                         
                                                                                                     Port Macquarie, NSW, January 1943 
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Newcastle’s major industrial complexes, so vital to the war effort, could never have played 
the important role that it did without the dedication and sacrifices of the men from the 
Merchant Navy. 
 

Shown below are detailes of the extensive shipping losses on the East Coast of Ausralia 
during World War 11 in the years 1942-43. 
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Plaque No. 3    
Ship Building 
 

Location      Newcastle Harbour Foreshore, wall of  semi       
circular observation bay opposite 251 Wharf 
Road (Across the Hunter River from the 
former State Dockyard) 

 

Sponsor        Australian Defence Industries (ADI) 
 

Wording on Plaque: 
 

World War 11 reintroduced major ship building to Newcastle. In August 1941 the NSW 
Government chose the Dyke End, Carrington, as the site for its second State dockyard. 
The first, the Walsh Island Dockyard (1913-1933), contributed to Australia’s effort in 
World War 1. The first vessel built at Carrington was  launched on 3 June 1943. Before 
the end of 1945, the dockyard had built the corvette HMAS Strahan, the frigate HMAS 
Condamine, 20 Lighters for the Australian Army and Navy, and 17 ocean going Lighters 
for use by the Australian Army and USA Transportation Service. Some 600 vessels, many 
damaged by enemy action, were docked and /or repaired. 
Steel Ocean going tugs and barges were also built at J & A Brown’s workshop at 
Hexham and Newcastle Steelworks. Slazenger Construction at Stockton built 31 timber 
vessels from mid 1943 to July 1945 and Stockton Slipways built 14 timber vessels from 
July 1944 to December 1945. 
 

Additional Information 
 

The old Walsh Island Ship dockyard and engineering works was built in 1914 
approximately and until 1933 the Walsh Island Dockyard and Engineering Works was 
(along with BHP) at the heart of Newcastle’s industrial reputation. It was once Newcastle’s 
second biggest employer and provided significant support during World War 1. The facility 
closed in 1933 due to lack of shipbuilding orders and the Great Depression.  
 

Much of the equipment and many of the buildings were dismantled and transported to a 
new facility built at Dyke Point Carrington. (Across the river from this plaque). In 1943 a 
floating dock, a white elephant for years, was also towed down the river and located at 
Dyke Point to repair damaged World War 11 ships. 
 

This new Carrington dockyard became an invaluable war asset repairing 600 ships by 1945 
and building 24 others of various sizes. 
 

For almost 50 years Newcastle had a strong reputation for having a skilled workforce of 
ship builders and ship repairers. After the war the Dyke Point facility became the NSW 
State dockyard until it was closed by the Government in 1987 with the loss of 371 jobs. 
 

The privately owned Forjacks floating dock was towed from overseas to Newcastle in 1978 
and has played a major part in maintaining Newcastle’s high reputation for ship repairs and 
service to our Defence Forces, by continuing to repair many vessels for the Royal 
Australian Navy. 
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Plaque No 4.  
Site of visit by Hospital Ship 
During World War 11 
 
Location: Wharf Road, Queens Wharf Site 
                     (The Brewery Hotel, external wall)                          
 
Sponsor: Queens Wharf Brewery 
 
Wording on Plaque: 
 
This plaque marks the approximate site of the first Hospital Ship to visit Newcastle  
During World War 11. Because of Japanese submarine presence outside Sydney in May 
1945, HMAS Wanganella was diverted to Newcastle and made history as the first 
Hospital Ship to enter Newcastle Harbour. 
 
Medical staff came from Sydney by train and on 18 May 1945 embarked close to where  
The “Brewery” now stands: Included with these were members of the 2/5th and 2/9th 
A.G.H. some of whom were Newcastle residents 
 
Additional Information 
 

This plaque, unveiled on 11th September 1997, recalls the visit of the HMAHS 
“Wanganella” to Newcastle on 18th May 1945.  The 9,576 ton Wanganella was officially 
known as the 2/2nd Australian Hospital Ship. It had a life span of 42 years but only 4 years 
as a Hospital Ship. In all it sailed 251,611 miles and carried 13,385 passengers.  
 

The plaque recalls the Wanganella was converted to a Hospital Ship to carry battle-
wounded and disease-ridden Australian servicemen back to safety and to the Australian 
General Hospitals during World War П. It was the only hospital ship to visit Newcastle 
during the war, even then the stop-over at Lee Wharf was not planned. 
 

Despite being protected under the Geneva Convention, enemy submarines off the Port of 
Sydney posed a threat to all shipping. The ship was then diverted to Newcastle when the 
Sydney wharf labourers went on strike and the Navy very quickly arranged for the 
Wanganella to slip out of Sydney Harbour for Newcastle. Meanwhile, the army 
requisitioned a special train to take the medical personnel to join the ship at Newcastle port. 
Some nursing sisters and nurses were from the 2/9th Australian General Hospital, 2/4th AGH 
as well as the 2/1 and 2/3 CCS (Casuality Clearing Station). All were destined for Morotai 
as holding units for imminent campaigns in Borneo with many coming from their home 
town of Newcastle. 
 

The Wanganella ran a brief shuttle service bringing wounded from Tarakan back to the 2/5th 
AGH and 2/9th AGH on Morotai. Then over to Labuan to embark 200 patients including 
some Indians. More serious casualties from Balikpapan to embark for Morotai again, a 
voyage in and out of island ports taking medical supplies and wounded back to Morotai. 
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Word was coming through about the ill-treatment and death marches, and the priority was 
to locate and bring home our Australian POWs, a task to which all service and civilian 
resources were being committed. Hospital ships in particular were needed as it was already 
known that medical facilities would be stretched to the limit to treat these men and women 
after more than three years neglect and ill-treatment by the Japanese. 
 

Acting upon intelligence reports, the Wanganella made for the mainland of Borneo on 12th 
September, nosing carefully up a coastal river to Kuching in Sarawak. The following day 
our shockingly emaciated patients arrived in small boats. The doctors and medical staff had 
a tremendous task ahead of them to bring these emaciated young men back to a reasonable 
standard of health and strength, a task requiring the utmost dedication and constant nursing. 
 

They had the satisfaction of knowing that they had helped, in some small measure, in their 
return to health and strength. 
  
(Additional information supplied by Mrs. Dulcie Giles OAM). 
 
 

 
 

The HMAS Wanganella 
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Plaque No 5 .      
Former American and Red Cross Service Club  
     
Location:          Hunter Mall Chambers, Scott Street Newcastle  
 
Sponsor:           Newcastle RSL Club 
 
Wording on the plaque: 
 
The American Red Cross Service Club occupied four floors of the Bebarfald's Furniture 
Warehouse in Scott Street, Newcastle.  It opened on 4 September 1943 with 500 beds, billiards, 
ping pong, a dance hall, library, dining room, picture theatre, and barber shop. It provided 
for American and Australian servicemen training in the lower Hunter and Port Stephens. 
The building also housed the Depot of the Australian Comforts Fund (Newcastle Branch) 
from August 1940 to August 1943. 
 
Additional Information 
 

In December 1941 United States servicemen and women started to arrive in Australia. They 
needed to be housed, fed and clothed, requiring increased levels in both rural and industrial 
production. They also brought a new and different English speaking culture to Australia.  
Thousands of Americans in the capital cities needed entertainment, bringing changes to existing 
opening hours in restaurants, hotels and clubs. 
 

Almost one million American service personnel, including 100,000 African-Americans, 
passed through Australia during World War II at a time when the total Australian population 
was only about seven million. 
 

Large numbers of Australian servicemen and servicewomen were based in the lower Hunter 
as part of the 10th Militia Division and the Newcastle Covering Force, deployed to protect the 
many industries so vital to our continuing war effort. The RAAF base at Williamtown was also 
a vital asset and, together with the Flying boat base at Rathmines, meant that significant Air 
Force personnel were also based in the area. 
 

The location of HMAS Maitland, a shore based facility in Newcastle Harbour and surrounding 
coastal area, controlled all maritime movements in out of the Newcastle Harbour. As a result 
many Australian Navy personnel both Regular and Reserve were deployed in the area. 
 

Port Stephens was a major training area for American troops, where most of the amphibious 
training for later Pacific landing operations was carried out. Large numbers of American 
servicemen were based in the area. This resulted in American Army engineers building the 
existing road between Newcastle and Port Stephens to cater for the heavy traffic required to 
provide the transport and logistic support for the area. 
 

The American and Red Cross Service Club was a major entertainment Centre for these many 
American and Australian servicemen and servicewomen during periods of leave and when 
not on duty. 
 



 20 
 

Plaque No. 6.   
HMAS Maitland Shore Facility 
 
Location:  HMAS Tobruk Cadet Training Facility 
                               Harbour Foreshore area. 
 

Sponsor:  Naval Association (Newcastle)   
 

Wording on the Plaque: 
         

HMAS ‘Maitland’, Newcastle’s Naval Base, was on this site from 1 August 1940                                  
to September 1946. It shared the site with the Army’s Camp Shortland.  
 

Naval  services based at ‘Maitland’ and nearby Newcastle Customs House (from 28    
August 1939) included an Examination Service to check all arriving ships, the Naval 
Control  Service which cleared ships leaving the port, the harbour entrance minefield 
and control of the minesweepers ‘Uki’ and ‘Bermagui’ based in Newcastle Harbour. 
 

Additional Information 
 

With the outbreak of war imminent, Newcastle was identified as one of a number of ports 
and coastal areas of strategic importance around Australia. In 1939 a position of ‘Naval 
Officer in Charge, Newcastle’ was approved with Lieutenant-Commander S. W. Seymour 
appointed  to the post on 28th August 1939 and was located in the Newcastle Customs 
House on the harbour foreshore. 
 

On the 28th August 1939 a Naval Control Service was established in the Newcastle Customs 
House. A Naval Depot was established near Horseshoe Beach on Newcastle Harbour and 
was operated as HMAS Penguin III on the 3rd September 1939. A Port War Signal Station 
was also established at Nobbys Signal Station on the 3rd September 1939. The following 
day, the Port Examination Service commenced operation using the Pilot Steamer ‘Birubi’ 
and the first ship was examined at 0200 hours. 
 

Meanwhile, at Newcastle Harbour, the establishment of accommodation for Naval 
personnel adjacent to the Army’s Camp Shortland at Horseshoe Beach was commenced in 
November 1939 and included a number of steel huts. Naval personnel occupied this site 
from the 2nd May 1940. 
 

Wire rope was manufactured at the Australian Wire Rope works at Mayfield, together with 
the assembly of Boom Nets for the defence of various harbours around Australia. Boom 
Nets used for the defence of Darwin Harbour were initially supplied from Newcastle. 
Sailors from HMAS Maitland took over the assembly of Boom Nets at the Australian Wire 
Rope works from June 1942. 
 

In January 1940 the minesweepers HMAS Uki and HMAS Bermagui arrived and were 
stationed in Newcastle Harbour. Due to confusion that arose from similarly named depots, 
it was decided in 1940 that each Naval Depot would have a distinctive name. On the 31st 
July 1940 the Newcastle Navy facilities ceased to operate as HMAS Penguin III and on the 
next day (1st August 1940) the Newcastle Navy establishment was commissioned as 
“HMAS Maitland”. 
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HMAS Maitland served mainly as a transit depot and had responsibility for the manning of 
the Port War Signal Station, Port Examination Service, harbour defences, general security 
and convoy support. During 1942 and 1943 Newcastle was the terminus for the southern 
coastal convoy, and activity at HMAS Maitland peaked in 1943. 
 

In June 1942, a controlled minefield was laid across the harbour at a point approximately 
7·2 cables (·7 of a nautical mile) from Nobbys Head. Concrete control huts and steel 
accommodation huts were constructed on the point at the river end of Pitt Street, Stockton. 
On the 17th August 1942, HMAS Gippsland commenced the laying of an Indicator Loop 
seaward of the minefield for the detection of submarines. Both the Indicator Loop and 
Minefield were operated from the control hut at Stockton. 
 

A 5,000 ton Naval Fuel Tank was established at Elizabeth Street, Tighes Hill and 
commenced operation in March 1943. It provided refuelling facilities for destroyers of the 
Eastern Fleet and naval vessels based in Newcastle. 
 

According to the Newcastle Morning Herald 7th September 1946:- 
“In its hey-day, H.M.A.S. Maitland had 56 officers and 300 men and operated an inspection 
service, a number of minesweepers and helped in the direction of the numerous convoys 
which sailed from Newcastle”. 
 

Some of the incidents that HMAS Maitland was involved in were:- 
November, 1940 - ship Nimbin sinks off Bird Island after striking a mine - 21 men saved, 8 
men lost. 
March, 1941 - trawler Millimumel sinks off the coast - survivors bought to Newcastle. 
May, 1942 - USSR Whellen attacked by submarine - safely makes Newcastle Harbour. 
June, 1942 - Japanese submarine off coast fires a number of shells into the Newcastle area - 
guns at Fort Scratchley return fire. 
July, 1942 - SS Allara struck by torpedo and towed to Newcastle Harbour - 5 men were 
lost. 
 

On the 11th November, 1944 the Port War Signal Station at Shepherd’s Hill was ordered to 
be closed, as a result of the movement of the war further north, away from Australia, and 
the Port of Newcastle being reduced to the status of an undefended port. In December 1944 
the Controlled Minefield and Indicator Loop, and associated facilities at Stockton were 
closed down. The Indicator Loop and Minefield were removed from the harbour between 
January and April 1945. 
  

HMAS Maitland remained as a transit depot until the 5th September 1946 when the White 
Ensign was lowered for the last time in the presence of the ship’s company and the 
commander, Commander L. C. Rowland, R.N. The station was closed the following week. 
 

HMAS Maitland was decommissioned on the 21st September 1946 and is now TS Tobruk, 
used by the Newcastle Sea Cadets. 
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Plaque No. 7a    

Fort Scratchley-Time Capsule to mark the 50th Anniverary 
of World War 11                             
                                                                                                                                             
Location:     Fort Scratchley 
 
Sponsor: Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee 
 
Wording on the Plaque:   
  
This plaque marks the location of a Time Capsule Containing information on how 
Newcastle commemorated the 50th Anniversary of the Year World War Two ended 
(1939-45).  To be opened on the hundredth anniversary of the end of World War Two (15 
August 2045) 
The Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee 1995 
Construction of the capsule by the apprentices of Goninans & Co.Ltd 
 
Additional information 
 

Fort Scratchley is an iconic Newcastle structure and is one of the oldest historic building 
associated with the Military History of Newcastle. The Newcastle Australia Remembers 
Committee considered that this was the ideal location to place a time capsule that would let 
future generations know how the citizens of Newcastle celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
the end of World War 11 on the 15 August 1945. 
 

The fact that Fort Scratchley itself was part of our World War 11 history and can claim to 
be the only place in Australia where our land based guns returned fire to enemy naval 
forces, when a submarine was shelling Newcastle city. 
 

The time capsule itself was made by the apprentices of Goninans Pty Ltd which was one of 
the major industrial plants in Newcastle that produced essential material used by our front 
line troops during World War 11. The vital material produced by the many industrial 
complexes in Newcastle played a major part in our success in World War 11. 
 

The contents of the capsule contains a wide and varied snapshot of the many activities that 
were held in Newcastle to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the date that World War  
11 officially finished. This date was originally known as  “VJ Day” (Victory over Japan) 
and later named “VP Day” (Victory in the Pacific). The contents of the time capsule will 
provide an interesting snapshot of life in Newcastle in 1995, when it is finally opened in the 
year 2045.                                        

 
                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 

Fort Scratchley 
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Plaque No. 7b 
Fort Scratchley-Commemorating the Shelling 
Of Newcastle by a Japanese Submarine 
During Waorld War 11.                                                                                                                         
 
Location:            Fort Scratchley 
 
Sponsor:        Newcastle RSL Sub-Branch 
 
Wording on the Plaque: 
 
To commemorate the 53rd anniversary of the shelling of Newcastle by Japanese 
Submarine  I-21 on 8 June 1942 and the return fire by the guns of Fort Scratchley 
 Date unveiled 8 June 1995 
 
Second Plaque 
This plaque was unveiled by  Major Wal Watson 
                                                Battery Commander 
                                                Fort Scratchley  
Additional Information 
 
The Fort “In Action”- 7th – 8th June 1942 
On the night of 7-8 June 1942 the Fort was operating under close defence conditions. The 
following is a factual account of that night written by Captain W.J. Harvey, who was the 
Searchlight Commander at the time. 
 

“Like every other day since the war began, maintenance and preparation for the evening 
duty had been carried out on the engine rooms and searchlights of the Fortress Engineers in 
the Newcastle Fortress Command. As the Searchlight Commander on 7th June 1942 at dusk, 
I received the reports from the engine rooms and searchlight emplacements that they were 
manned and ready for action. There were three searchlights under my command and they 
were as follows:- 
No 1 was situated in a searchlight emplacement at Parnell Place opposite the Newcastle 
Baths;  
No 2 was situated below Fort Scratchley and Fort Drive and above the Esplanade;  
No 3 was situated on Nobby’s Head on the Port Entrance side of the Lighthouse. 
Searchlights  
No’s 1 and 2 were H.C.D (High Current Density) Lights of 210 million candle power and 
No 3 was an L.C.D. (Low Current Density) Light of 60 million candle power.  
(The H.C.D. light which was normally in the No 3 Searchlight was being serviced). 
 

I reported to the Battery Commander, Captain Wally Watson that all lights were manned 
and ready for action. At dusk the lights were exposed and they carried out their close 
defence role. Each light had a definite area to traverse and its crew had to report any objects 
observed in the beam. 
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During the evening, the Battery received an Air Raid Warning ‘Red Alert’. I was in the 
Battery Observation Post observing the searchlights carrying out their normal duties. When 
the ‘All Clear’ message was received at 0121hrs on the morning of 8 June, I handed over to 
my Duty Sergeant and went down to the officer’s quarters adjacent to the Observation Post. 
 

I was not away very long when my Duty Sergeant rang and informed me that he could see 
flares in the sky and that it appeared that something unusual was happening. I returned to 
the Battery Observation Post and took command of the searchlights but could see nothing 
on the beam of any of them. 
 

At 0217hrs, No 3 Light reported what appeared to be flashes that could be gunfire from 
something at sea. There appeared to be something at the extreme end of the beam but it 
could not be illuminated sufficiently to identify it. 
 

I reported this to the Battery commander but we could not observe No 3 Beam from Fort 
Scratchley as Nobby’s Head presented a blind spot to the Fort. Captain Watson had the 
Battery on alarm – guns loaded and ready for action. Because of Nobby’s Head it was also 
impossible to use the other two lights on the bearing of the No 3 light. 
 

More star shells burst over the area, lighting up the sky and the headlands. The Pilot 
Steamer “Birubi” was out at sea in front of the Fort. Captain Watson had a message passed 
to Fire command at Shepherds Hill that the Battery was ready for action. 
 

The submarine apparently had drifted southwards because we saw a gun flash and Captain 
Watson said “Duck” – which we instinctively did. The shell missed the Observation Post 
and exploded in Parnell Place. He then gave the Fort’s two 150mm guns their range and 
bearing and ordered fire. His telephonist then reported “Fire Command says engage when 
ready Sir”. Captain Watson said “Tell them I bloody well have!” and then gave a ranging 
correction. When that had been passed to the guns he ordered a second salvo.  
 

In the meantime I doused No. 2 Light and a shell from the submarine exploded against the 
sea wall of the Shortland Esplanade south of the 
No. 2 light emplacement. When No. 2 light had 
gone out, No. 1 light took over endeavoring to 
illuminate the target. 
 

When the guns fired the second salvo it was 
difficult to observe any result as the Pilot Vessel 
“Birubi” was steaming at full speed to Port and 
clouds of smoke were across our line of vision. It 
is logical to assume that Captain Watson was 
ranging close to the target and had possible 
formed a ‘bracket’ around the submarine as it fired 
no more after the fort had fired a second time.  
 

At dawn the Fortress Commander, Colonel Dobson, came to Fort Scratchley and personally 
commended the Gunners for their actions. He came to the Battery Observation Post and 
spoke to Captain Watson and myself ”.  
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Plaque No. 8     
Air Raid Shelters 
                    
Location:     Pacific Park in Pacific Street Newcastle East, near  
                     ‘T’ intersection with Hunter Street. (On the stone 
                      wall).                              
Sponsor:     Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee 
 
Wording on Plaque: 
     

25 Pill Box air raid shelters protected Newcastle’s people against enemy attack during 
World War 11, as did trenches in parks and backyards, school and work shelters. The 
Pacific Park shelter was the first Pill Box built (48ft 6ins by 12 ft) and each held 50 
people.  
Other Pill Boxes were at Newcastle (9), Hamilton (2), Wickham (2), Stockton (2), The 
Junction, Adamstown, Islington, Tighes Hill, Mayfield, Waratah. New Lambton. 
Georgetown and Wallsend. 
 

Additional information 
 

The construction of air-raid shelters in the city of Newcastle was a common part of the life 
of the citizens of Newcastle during World War 11. Large, well constructed Pill Boxes were 
built by the Council and Government at key centres where people may assemble or work. In 
addition many large employers constructed air-raid shelters on or beneath their premises for 
the safety of their work force. 
 

Most parks had slit trenches dug in them to provide shelter from air or naval attack. 
 

School grounds also had slit trenched dug into their playgrounds for the safety of school 
children. Air-raid drills were a common part of School life during the critical war years 
when there was a real threat and an expectation of enemy attack. 
 

Many individual households dug their own air raid shelters for the safety of their families. 
 

Local manufacturing industries produced material for use in the construction of air-raid 
shelters. Many prefabricated air-raid shelters were sent to England during the early part of 
World War 11 and were in great demand during the days of the Battle for Britain and the 
heavy bombing of British cities by the German air force. 

Australia Under Attack 

Australia bombed, strafed and shelled 

On 19 February 1942 Japanese bombs fell on mainland Australia for the first time. The port 
and city of Darwin suffered two devastating attacks by over 188 Japanese aircraft that day. 
Over the next twenty months northern Australia was to endure almost a hundred air raids, 
from Exmouth in the west to Townsville in the east. At the same time, Japanese submarines 
attacked merchant vessels off the coast of eastern Australia. 
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Reactions to these attacks varied across Australia. For those close to the areas under attack, 
the damage was obvious and the response immediate.  

The population in southern Australia was shielded from the detail of the attacks by distance 
and wartime censorship. Nevertheless, strict 
air raid precautions were implemented and 
the civilian population prepared to face the 
national emergency. As a result of this 
threat each region, city and major town 
arranged for the installation of shelters for 
the community.  

Additionally, quite a number of private 
shelters were constructed in back yards for 
quick access when the need arose. The 
design for these private shelters varied 
considerably from open trenches to self 
designed enclosed shelters that possibly 
wouldn’t withstand the shock of a nearby 
explosion. 

Alternatively, there were properly designed 
shelters like the prefabricated, British-
designed, Australian-made Anderson air 
raid shelter (shown below) which was purchased and erected by civilians especially after 
the Japanese midget submarine attack on Sydney Harbour and the shelling of the coastal 
suburbs both in Sydney and Newcastle that followed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Anderson Shelter 
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However, people found the Anderson shelters cramped and uncomfortable with flooding a 
common problem.  It is true to say that people often spent more time bailing them out than 
sheltering in them.  Communal surface shelters were also considered uncomfortable 
because they were often badly ventilated, cold, dark and damp.  They were also unsafe as 
they were often constructed in a hurry and due to shortages of cement, the force of a bomb 
nearby could see them collapse and as a result, people were often too frightened to use 
them.  As for the Trench shelters, they were impossible to keep waterproof because lining 
materials were in short supply.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 28 
 

Plaque No. 9      
Old Radar Station Shepherds Hill                                                                                                    
                                                                                                     

Location:        Shepherds Hill, next to Fortress   
                      Observation Post near King Edward Park   

 
Sponsor:         Naval Association (Newcastle) 
 
 Wording on the Plaque: 
 
The Shepherd Hill complex is unique in Australia for housing during 1942, all three 
services at one time. A Fortress Observation Post (Army) coordinated the guns at Fort 
Wallace, Fort Scratchley and Park Battery. A radar Station (RAAF) assisted in locating 
air and seaborne targets. A Port War Signal Station (Navy) coordinated the coastal 
searchlights which were used to illuminate seaborne targets. The Army also took over 
nearby houses as well as King Edward Park, closing it to the public. 
 
Additional Information 
 

In November 1939 work commenced on the construction of the concrete Observation Post 
at Shepherd’s Hill which was to include the Port War Signal Station. Construction of the 
Observation Post was completed on the 31st January 1940. At about the same time wooden 
accommodation huts and a mess hut were constructed in an area to the northwest of the 
Observation Post for the housing of the signal personnel. The Naval Port War Signal 
Station relocated from Nobbys Signal Station to the Observation Post at Shepherd’s Hill on 
the 2nd May 1940. 
 

Shepherd’s Hill 
 

Shepherds Hill played a vital role during World War 11 as the major control centre for the 
defence of Newcastle from sea and air attack. It had a long history as an important coastal 
defence establishment with a six inch gun installed in 1892 to complement similar ones 
installed earlier at Fort Scratchley. 
 

In the early 1930s action was taken to install additional coastal defences for the Port of 
Newcastle. This led to the construction of a concrete observation post at Shepherds Hill 
which could act  as a Battery Observation Post for Fort Scratchley and also Fort Wallace 
(which was equipped with two heavy 9.2 inch Guns) as both these locations did not have 
the same advantage of height as Shepherd’s Hill.  
 

During WW11 the coastal artillery based on Shepherd’s Hill was known as “Park Battery” 
as it was located as part of King Edward Park. It was equipped with two 6 inch guns and 
was one of the three Batteries defending the port of Newcastle along with Fort Scratchley 
(two six inch guns) and Fort Wallace. During the period of WW11, the Shepherd’s Hill 
facility included the Fire Commander who controlled the fire of all three coastal artillery 
batteries. At night the Officer Commanding Searchlights also operated from this location. 
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The complex also housed an Early Warning Radar installation which was located in the top 
tier of the concrete building. Similar Radar equipment was also located at Redhead and 
“Wipers” (Nelsons Bay area). This was a Royal Australian Air force installation 
 

A third major division of the complex was on the southern or Merewether side of the Post. 
Here the Royal Australian Navy carried out the duties of the Port War Signals Station 
whose main function was the identification of warships approaching or within sight of the 
port and the coastal artillery. This section also contained a wireless room which was in 
constant touch with Naval HQ at Garden Island in Sydney 

The original building at Shepherd’s Hill was therefore somewhat unique in that it provided 
within its walls operational area for all three services - RAN, Army and RAAF. Shepherds 
Hill Radar Station was a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) radar station and was an 
experimental unit. It was an unnumbered unit and formed at Shepherds Hill on 10 January 
1942, atop of a Royal Australian Army gun emplacement observation post. 

Shepherd’s Hill RAAF Radar Site became the RAAF's first operational air-warning radar. 
The radar was a British CD/CHL unit and operated from this location until 19 April 1942. 
After the radar was removed the buildings were handed over to the Australian Army for 
shore defense duties. The radar unit was moved to Bombi in New South Wales on 1st April 
1942 and became No.19 Radar Station RAAF. 

Shepherd’s Hill performed a vital role on the early morning on Monday 9th June 1942 when 
the city of Newcastle, for the first time in its history, was subjected to gunfire from the 
enemy. The I-21, one of the largest and most modern submarines in the Japanese navy and 
capable of carrying a crew of 120, fired 24 shells including 8 star shells on Newcastle. 
Thankfully most of them did not explode on impact. The guns of Fort Scratchley returned 
very accurate fire causing the submarine to break off contact and withdraw. 
 

The Observation Post at Shepherd’s Hill is no longer used, but forms part of an existing 
heritage site on the Newcastle Bather’s Way walking path. 
 
 

 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Radar Station at Shepherds Hill during WW11. 
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Plaque No. 10 
  Christ Church Cathederal   
  Commemorate 50th Anniversary of the end of  
World War 11.  

 
Location: Church Street Newcastle  
 
Sponsor: Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee 
 
Wording on plaque: 
                                                                                                           
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
This plaque was presented by the Newcastle Australia Remembers on 13 August, 1995 on 
the occasion of an Ecumenical Service held in the Christ Church Cathedral to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II on 15 August 1945. 
 
The plaque is dedicated to the memory of all those citizens of Newcastle and the Hunter 
Region who served their country during World War 11 (1939-1945), as members of the 
Defence Forces and in various civilian roles, and also to those who lost loved ones as a 
result of that conflict. 
 
Additional information 
 
The plaque was presented to the Very Reverend, Dean Graeme Lawrence during the service 
by Mrs Claudia Howarth, President of  Newcastle’s War Widows’ Guild Club and 
Lieutenant Colonel Laurie Kelly (Retd), Secretary of the Newcastle Australia Remembers 
Committee. 
 

Christ Church Cathedral, Newcastle has had a prominent place in the military life of the city 
from the earliest days of European settlement. When the Anzac legend was born, local 
soldiers were involved in the landings at Gallipoli. The first ANZAC DAY service was 
celebrated at the Cathederal in 1916 and has continued each year since then. 
  

After the end of World War I, extensions to the Cathedral involved the building of the 
chapel of St Michael popularly known as the “Warrior’s Chapel”. With Australia’s 60,000 
dead remaining in the battlefields where they died, the “Warrior’s Chapel” provided a local 
sanctuary where grieving families could go to mourn their loved ones locally. St Michael’s 
Chapel also became a place where treasured items, identified as part of the sacrifice, were 
placed in keeping with the theme of remembrance. 
 

In 2006 a local association, the Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions and with the approval 
of Dean Graeme Lawrence OAM, identified and catalogued all the items of militaria at the 
Cathedral and produced a “self guided militaria tour booklet” which visitors could use for a 
personal tour. The 53 items identified and catalogued in the “self guided tour militaria 
booklet are listed below:- 
(1) Cathedral Foundation Commemoration Plaque (4 August 1967). 
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(2) War Widow’s Guild Cross (In memory of Elma Blakemore). 
(3) Plaque, Lieutenant Colonel Chas. F. Stokes, 4th Infantry Regiment, NSW Military 
Forces. 
(4) Original Foundation Stone; 1 January 1817, Captain James Wallis, 46th Regiment of 
Foot (South Devonshire). 
(5) 13th Battalion, AIF Plaque (1916), Gift of Lieutenant Colonel Granville Burnage, CB, 
VD. 
(6) Three Service Flags & Plaque (Dedicated 11 November 1982). 
(7) Five Mosaic Panels (Description listed on wall left of panels: Dedicated 11 November 
1982). 
(8) Regimental Colour 2nd Infantry Battalion (City of Newcastle Regiment), AMF, 1925-
1957. 
(9)  King’s Colour 2nd Infantry Battalion (City of Newcastle Regiment), AMF, 1925-
1957. 
(10) Queen’s Colour 2nd Infantry Battalion (City of Newcastle Regiment), CMF, 1956-
1966. 
(11) Regimental Colour 2nd Infantry Battalion (City of Newcastle Regiment), CMF, 1956-
1966. 
(12) Dunkirk Association Banner: May and June 1940; Presented 30 May 1999. 
(13) King’s Colour 35th Infantry Battalion (Newcastle’s Own Regiment), AMF and 2nd 
AIF, 1918-1945. 
(14) Regimental Colour 35th Infantry Battalion (Newcastle’s Own Regiment), AMF and 
2nd AIF, 1918-1945. 
(15) Plaque: 35th Infantry Battalion (Newcastle’s Own Regiment), AMF and 2nd AIF, 
1918-1945. 
(16) Alms Dish by William Mark; In memory of men of 4th Australian Divisional 
Ammunition Train. 
(17) Wooden Cross from Grave of an Unknown Soldier in France; Gift 1927. 
(18) Foundation Stone of the Warriors Chapel, 2 August 1923. 
(19) The Forster Monument – Memorial “Their name liveth for evermore”. 
(20) The Toc H Shrine (Contains the Parent Lamp of Australia). 
(21) Changi Rushlight (Used in Changi Jail, Singapore 1942-1943). 
(22) Australian Women’s Land Army Plaque (AWLA) 1942-1945. 
(23) Australian Army Medical Women’s Service (AAMWS) 1942-1951. 
(24) Stone Carved Badges of the RAN, AIF and AFC (by F. McGowan of Leichhardt). 
(25) Replica of Birdwood Australian Flag. 
(26) Stone Ribbon “Ode” around three sides of The Chapel, “They shall grow not old”. 
(27) Thirteen Stained Glass Windows Convey message Jew and Gentile to worship the 
incarnation. 
(28) Cross inscribed in South Wall, “Hallowed in Christ be the memory of brave men & 
women. 
(29) Memorial Shrine (originally intended to house the Book of Gold). 
(30) Newcastle Toc H Lamp, Dedicated 18 July 1927 to Lieutenant Noel Stretch, 4th son of 
4th Bishop. 
(31) Bust of Lord Forester, Governor-General of Australia (Sculpted by Cecil Thomas). 
(32) Plaque, The marble floor is a gift of the Parnell children in memory of their parents. 
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(33) The Cross, chased silver with blue medallions & moonstones (William Mark of 
Melbourne). 
(34) Vietnam Veterans Altar Cloth; Dedicated to all who died in the Vietnam War, 27 July 
2003. 
(35) Tapestry Kneelers, nineteen, each with a Service Motif. 
(36) Mace’s Cross, Dedicated to Lieutenant W.R. Mace, 19th Battalion, AIF, KIA 29 
September 1915. 
(37) Altar Bookstand (included in Military Memorabilia by mistake). 
(38) Plaque: 2nd Battalion, Royal New South Wales Regiment, 100th Anniversary, 1984. 
(39) Plaque: Australia Remembers, 50th Anniversary end of WWII, 1995. 
(40) Print: Menin Gate at Midnight (Will Longstaff). 
(41) Foundation Stone of the Cathedral, Laid by the Earl of Jersey 2 June 1992. 
(42) Jeffries Chair, Gift of Aunt and Uncle, Describes the location of his grave, Tyne Cot 
Cemetery. 
(43) Victoria Cross (Posthumous) Captain Clarence Smith Jeffries, Passchendaele 12 
October 1917. 
(44) Military Cross, awarded to Canon Bicton Clemence Wilson, MA, (M.I.D.) 28 
September 1918. 
(45) Two Brass Vases, Bofors Shell Cases from Ypres. 
(46) Solid Gold Chalice and Paten (made by William Mark of Melbourne). 
(47) Book of Remembrance (Book of Gold) Contains names of the World War I dead from 
the Diocese. 
(48) RAAF Ensign. 
(49) Toc H Carpenter’s Bench (used as an Altar) & information on the history of the 
Bench. 
(50) Statuette of dog (Chippie Mark IV) and information about Toc H and Chippie IV. 
(51) Flag Pole, used to fly the Gallipoli Flag, Presented to the 13th Battalion 22 October 
1914. 
(52) Gallipoli Flag, 13th Battalion AIF (Gallipoli 1915) Dedicated on Easter Day 1916. 
(53) Plaque: Restoration of Gallipoli Flag, 22 April 2001. 
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Plaque No 11.  
To commemorate the role played by                                    
Newcastle City Hall during World War II 
 
Location:        Newcastle City Hall, near ground floor office. 
 
Sponsor:    Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee. 
 
Wording on the Plaque: 
 
During World War 11, Newcastle City Hall was both an operations and social centre. It 
Housed the offices of the Chief Warden of the National Emergency Service (Newcastle) 
and the Evacuation and Civilian War Emergency Aid Service. 
These services were set up to protect and care for the public during and after an enemy 
attack. The City Hall’s lower entrances were protected by brick blast walls, the ground 
floor corridor was an air raid shelter, and roof spotters were ready to locate fires during 
an air raid. As well, free Sunday afternoon concerts were held in the City Hall from 
March 1942 for local and visiting troops. 
 

Additional Information 
 

Newcastle City Hall was a focal point for the civilian administration of the city during the 
years when there was a very real threat to Newcastle from both air and naval attack. 
Although there were considerable military forces deployed in and around the Newcastle 
area, their task was primarily to defend the city and the industrial, manufacturing, power 
supply, steel works and shipping building facilities that were so vital to the war effort. 
 

The care, management and administration of the large civilian population of Newcastle 
were carried out by civilian authorities with most of the offices of the senior officials 
located in the City Hall. The responsibility for civilian causalities, fire fighting, civilian 
evacuation, night-time blackout procedures all came under the control of the National 
Emergency Services (NES). The operational headquarters of the NES was in an 
underground bunker beneath Birdwood Park with communication links back to the City 
Hall  
 

The City Hall also played an important role in the social life of Newcastle  by maintaining 
morale during those difficult times with many men and women away from home deployed 
on Australian and overseas service. There were real concerns with high causalities rates, 
food rationing, anxiety of possible air attack on Newcastle and invasion in the North of 
Australia. 
 

Regular concerts and other activities were held for the civilian population as well as  
catering for the large number of Australian and American servicemen and women based in 
the Newcastle, Hunter Valley and Port Stephens areas who also travelled to Newcastle 
whilst on leave. 
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Plaque No.  12     
King Street Army Drill Hall, 
Facing Birdwood Park site of National 
Emergency Service (Newcastle Branch) WWII 
 
Location:  King Street Newcastle on door of former 
army depot now premises of  Newcastle City Holden 
 
Sponsor: NSW Ex-Prisoner of War Association Newcastle Branch 
 
Wording on Plaque: 
 
King Street Drill Hall was built in 1910 as an Army training facility. During World War1 
and World War 11 it also served as a recruiting and induction centre. Many Newcastle 
soldiers who served in overseas theatres of war started their military careers at this depot. 
It continued as an Army training depot until 1995. After this date all local Army depots 
were closed and centralised in a new complex at Adamstown 
 
Birdwood Park was the site of the control centre for the National Emergency Services 
(Newcastle Branch) from September 1942 to February 1944.The service was established 
in 1939 to care for the public during an air raid. It was staffed by male and female 
volunteers as wardens, first aiders and ambulance drivers. The control centre with its 12 
inch thick concrete walls, operated 24 hours a day with a staff of 12. 
 

Additional information 
 

The King Street Drill Hall was built as a training facility for Army Militia Infantry units 
during the period of Universal Training. It was the Regimental Headquarters of the 4th 
Infantry Regiment and the 16th Infantry Battalion. It is Newcastle’s oldest remaining Army 
Depot and is heritage listed. It later became the headquarters of the 35th Battalion Militia, 
the 2/35th Battalion and 14 Brigade Citizen Military Forces. The last occupant of the depot 
was the Newcastle Company of the University of NSW Regiment, an Army Reserve unit. 
 

The depot has a long history with Newcastle’s military community and large numbers of 
young men, who volunteered for overseas service in World Wars 1 and 11, enlisted here 
and completed their medical and induction procedures. Many were killed or wounded on 
active service. 
  

Birdwood Park is located between the former and current parts of King Street near the 
corner with Stewart Street. The park was named after General William Birdwood, the 
former commander of the Australian and New Zealand Corps at Gallipoli and later in 
France. During World War 11 there was a very real threat to Newcastle’s industrial 
complexes both from air and sea attack and preparations had to be made for dealing with 
possible civilian causalities, while the military forces deployed to protect the city dealt with 
the enemy forces. The members of the National Emergency services were on duty to 
respond to any attack and to provide advice on construction of air-raid shelters, blackout 
procedures, provide fire spotters and mobilise civilian response to any attack.  
 



 35 
 

The NES had been carrying out instructional classes prior to war being declared. The day 
after War was declared classes were increased from one night a week to two. Newcastle 
City Hall was inundated with women who enrolled for clerical courses, first-aid classes as 
telephonist and cooks. Many volunteered to staff the initial 10 first-aid posts in Newcastle.  
 

Two days after war was declared, the NES began putting some of its training into effect. 
Movie patrons were told that they may soon be asked to take part in mock air raids. A call 
went out for women to staff a hospital clearing station of 200 beds. This required 100 
general workers, eight cooks, eight assistant cooks and numerous clerical support staff. 
 
The Hunter was at war….... 
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WORDS ON THE PLAQUE: 
 
This plaque is to identify the location of a Military Rifle Range which operated on this site 
from 1900 to 21 March 1953. 
 
The range was used to train Defence Force personnel and civilian Rifle Clubs members 
during the period of its operation. The main weapon used on this range was the .303 Lee 
Enfield Rifle, however light and medium machine guns (Vickers) were also fired, on 
ranges up to 1000 yards. 

 
Part of the Rifle Range is on land currently occupied by Army Training Depot with firing 
mounds to the North approximately opposite Rifle Street and the butts were to the South. 

                            
Additional Information 
  

The Adamstown Military Rifle Range was built on a parcel of approximately 231 acres of 
land acquired on 17 June 1913 at a cost of 5,397 pounds ($10,794.00). It was designed to 
accommodate 21 targets.  A contract was let for the construction of the range with 15 target 
bays, firing mounds from 100 yards to 1000 yards, a magazine shelter, fencing and some 
additional accommodation at a cost of 7,303 pounds ($14,606.00) and was completed on 
the 4th June 1915. 
 

Additional works included the construction of latrines, water services, workshop for target 
repairs, a caretaker’s cottage, harness rooms and water troughs for horses. The additional 
facilities were built over a number of years while the range was in operation. The final 
works were completed in May 1940 and the total cost from inception to completion, 
including the purchase of the land, was in the order of $30,000.00. 
 

The range was used to train Army Militia soldiers during World War 1 many of them then 
transferred to the AIF and served overseas. It was a major training facility for Newcastle 
Militia units and rifle clubs between the wars and was a vital training resource for troops 
both Militia and AIF during World War 11. 
 

Due to the expansion of the various suburbs, the Rifle Range posed a danger to nearby 
houses and eventually closed early 1953. 
 

Plaque No 13.  
Bullecourt Barracks – Site of Military 
Rifle Range during World War II 
    
Location:      Army Barracks, Brunker Road Adamstown.  
                      (On large rock) 
 
Sponsor:  Bill Cowper OAM, Adamstown RSL Sub-Branch 
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Several army buildings were located on the ridgeline to the north of the rifle range and these 
were used during World War 11 and also by the post war Citizen Military Forces and Army 
Reserve units. Units occupying these buildings included the Regular Army District Support 
Unit for Newcastle; 111 RAEME Company workshops and the headquarters of the Army 
Reserve Eighth Task Force. 
 

The land that was once occupied by the Range is now occupied by several Army Reserve 
units based in Bullecourt Barracks, together with Defence Service Housing estate located in 
the Captain C.S. Jefferies VC housing estate. The extended military complex was called the 
Newcastle Multi User Depot when it was opened in 1995. 
 
The Barracks was renamed Bullecourt Barracks by Brigadier (later Major General) Greg 
Melick RFD, SC at an official ceremony on 2nd December 2003 in recognition that most of 
the units serving at the barracks had direct links to units that had served during the major 
battles held at the town of Bullecourt, France in 1916.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
 
 
 
 
 
                                Sign at the entrance to Bullecourt Barracks, Adamstown 
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Plaque No 14.  
New Lambton Public School  
Control Centre, No 2  Fighter Sector    
                               
Location:  Regent Street, New Lambton 
 

Sponsor:  RAAF Association. 
 

Wording on the Plaque: 
 

Presented to New Lambton Public School During World War 11, New Lambton Public 
School was a site of No.2 Fighter Sector. This unit was the control centre for Air Defence 
of Newcastle and the Central Training School for all Fighter Sector personnel. 
 

No.2 Fighter Sector was operational from 25 February 1942 to 3 December 1944. 
 

This plaque is presented by No.3 Control Reporting Unit and the Radar Air Defence 
Branch of the RAAF Association on the 50th Anniversary of Victory in the Pacific. 
15 August 1995. 
This plaque was unveiled by 
Councillor John McNaughton AM: F.I.S. AUST. 
Lord Mayor of Newcastle 
17 August 1995, at a school assembly 
to thank those who served at the school and elsewhere during WW11. 
New Lambton Remembers 
 

Additional Information 
 

This plaque was not presented as part of the Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee 
activities but it represents an important part of Newcastle’s World War 11 history. 
 

The RAAF activities at the New Lambton Public School played an important role in the 
defence of Australia and particularly Newcastle during the Battle for Australia. The role 
played by the RAAF was critical in protecting Newcastle’s vital industrial and 
manufacturing base and the important Port, Harbour and Ship Building facilities, thereby  
ensuring that Newcastle continued to play such a vital role during World War 11. 
No. 2 Fighter Sector - New Lambton  
(An extract from "The First 50 Years" the History of the RAAF Base Williamtown) 
World War II in the Pacific directly affected the pupils of New Lambton Public School far 
more than any other school in the district. Initially, at the beginning of 1942, all the pupils 
at the school were given an extension to their Christmas holidays. Then, early in March 
1942, the Minister for Education announced that the school was required for purposes other 
than education. This decision meant that all the pupils had to be accommodated at other 
schools in the district. From then on, pupils were transported, daily, by bus or train to 
schools at Lambton, Adamstown, Hamilton and Cardiff. 
The unit that took up residence at the school was known as No. 2 Fighter Sector (FS). This 
unit was responsible for fighter aircraft control and coordination for the Newcastle region  
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and was set up on 25 February 1942. Squadron Leader M.H. Everest was the first 
Commanding Officer and the principal aircraft controller.  
At the time of taking up residence, there were three main buildings at the school; the Boys 
School; the Girls School and the Infants School. The Headmaster's residence was also taken 
over and employed as the unit's Headquarters. On 29 March 1942, the unit commenced 24 
hour operations and had a strength of 25 RAAF officers, one WAAAF officer, one RAAF 
Nursing Sister, 38 RAAF airmen and 68 other WAAAF personnel. 
During April and May of 1942, additional facilities were constructed within the school 
boundaries. They included ablutions blocks, a new kitchen, messes, a boiler house and a 
WAAAF's laundry.    
Besides normal operations, No. 2FS became the training centre for many other Fighter 
Sector units being formed around Australia. Subsequently, a Central Training School was 
set up to train operations room personnel and to conduct refresher courses. This training 
role was extensive and, on 1 June 1942, personnel from No. 7FS (Melbourne); No. IFS 
(Sydney); No. 3FS (Townsville) and No. 8FS (Brisbane) all commenced courses at New 
Lambton. These courses were 
also attended by personnel 
from the United States Army 
Air Corps (USAAC), soon to 
become the United States Air 
Force (USAF). 
No. 2 FS was on duty when a 
Japanese submarine shelled 
Newcastle between 0215 and 
0235 hours on 8 June 1942. The unit noted that 22 shells were fired, although Japanese 
sources cited that more were fired. Despite being notified by the Wipers Forward 
Observation Post (FOP), the radar stations including Shepherds Hill and Redhead, the shore 
defence units, were unable to verify the position of the submarine. 
In October 1943, No. 2 FS was redesignated as 102 FS HQ and in March 1944 it again 
changed its title to 102 Fighter Control Unit (FCU). In late 1944, the operations at New 

Lambton were scaled down and the main FCU 
headquarters were moved to Ash Island on 3 
December 1944. On 21 January 1945, 102 FCU was 
placed on a care and maintenance basis and closed 
down completely on 12 February. 
From the end of 1943, the Parents and Citizens 
Association had waged a very active campaign for the 
return of the school. The New Lambon Public School 

was eventually returned to the NSW Education Department and was ready for students 
again in 1946. The main delay was apparently caused by arguments between the NSW 
Government and the Department of Air over the labour and financing for the restoration of 
the school. All the temporary huts and buildings built for the RAAF were removed and re-
erected at Williamtown on 4 May 1945. (Additional information provided by Greg Saxon, 
Assistant Principal New Lambton Public School). 

  Kittty Hawk Aircraft during WW11 
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Plaque No  15.     
Anti Aircraft and Search Light Batteries     
   
Location:  Western end Werribi Park, Werribi Street Mayfield  West.  
 
Sponsor:     Gallipoli Legion Club 
 
Wording on the Plaque: 
 
During World War 11, light and heavy Anti-aircraft gun Batteries were situated at 
Mayfield West (West of Werribi Street), Lambton Park, Glebe Hill,(Merewether), King 
Edward Park and Stockton. 
 
Anti-aircraft searchlights were at Beresfield, Charlestown, Fullerton Cove, Glebe Hill 
(Merewether) Mayfield, New Lambton, Newcastle Showground, Raymond Terrace, 
Redhead Stockton, Tomago, Wallsend and Williamtown. Coastal searchlights lined the 
coast from Shepherds Hill to Port Stephens. 
 
In late 1942, women were recruited into the Australian Women's Army Service to staff 
the local anti-aircraft and searchlights Batteries. 
 
Additional Information 
 

In World War 11, members of the Australians Women's Army Services (AWAS) in 
Newcastle were deployed and were prepared to take part in combat had the need arisen. There 
were three heavy anti-aircraft positions in the suburbs and near the Harbour that were partly 
operated by AWAS and if Newcastle had been attacked from the air and if the guns had fired, 
then these women would have been in combat.  
 

The ack-ack emplacements were at Mayfield West, on land bounded by Gregson, Werribi 
and Guruda streets and at Waratah and Stockton. Mayfield West and Waratah were 
operated by members of the 18th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery and at Stockton by members of 
the 3rd Heavy Anti-aircraft Battery. The Stockton position was known as "The Waves". 
Lighter Ack-ack guns, the Bofors, were also stationed in the Newcastle area. The Werebi 
emplacements consisted of four guns. The barracks for accommodation for the members of 
the AWAS when not on duty was located in Guruda Street. Several houses in Newcastle were 
commandeered as barracks for members of the AWAS and at one time there were 300 
AWAS in and around the city and the Hunter Valley. They served not only on the guns, but 
as observers, drivers, cooks, clerks, typists, stenographers and searchlight operators. 
 

Searchlight Companies were scattered throughout the area. Units of the 51st Anti-Aircraft 
could be found in some unlikely places such as Woodberry, Duckenfield, Fullerton Cove, 
Stockton, Lemon Tree passage and in the cemetery at Raymond Terrace. The 60th 

Searchlight Company had detachments at such places as Redhead, Glebe Hill, Wallsend, 
New Lambton, Charlestown, Mayfield West (Tourle Street) and Beresfield. 
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Servicemen were also deployed on the Heavy Anti-Aircraft Gun sites to handle the 3.7 inch 
shells as the weight of the shells was considered too heavy for the women to lift. However, the 
women soon worked out a system where two women could lift the shells. 
  

The AWAS was first formed in 1941 and the first members to be posted to the region arrived 
in Muswellbrook in July 1942. Newcastle's first AWAS intake was in August 1942. After 
the threat to Australia passed, most of the ack-ack detachments were disbanded and many of 
the AWAS members went on to serve in other parts of the Army such as signalers and 
drivers. 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           A 40mm Bofor Anti Aircraft Gun in action 
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Wording on the Plaque:       
 

This plaque is to remember all of those servicemen and women who spent part of 
their military service at the Broadmeadow Showground which opened in June 
1940 as a Recruit Receiving Depot for the Australian Army. 
 

The showground remained an Army establishment throughout the Second World 
War (1939-1945) and recruits from this centre were drafted to units which served 
in all major theatres of war. 
 

Additional Information 
 

The Newcastle Showground played an important part for many Newcastle members of the 
Army both AIF and Militia. After enlistment procedures were completed at the existing 
Militia Training Depots at Hamilton and King Street, new recruits were then directed to 
report to a camp located at the Broadmeadow Showground where they stayed for several 
months carrying out their recruit training. Full use was made of the nearby rifle range at 
Adamstown.  
 

After several weeks of recruit training, many were sent to camps at Greta and Rutherford for 
further training with the units to which they were attached. Others boarded troop trains at 
nearby Broadmeadow station and were sent to Sydney for training at Ingleburn and 
Liverpool.  
 

Members of the 2/2 nd Australian Infantry Battalion AIF from Newcastle, the Hunter and the 
North Coast were assembled at the showground before travelling to Ingleburn to join the rest 
of their Battalion. After further training they then embarked for service overseas in the 
Middle East as members of the Sixth Division; the first Australian AIF troops to depart. 
 

Many of the Militia troops who were part of the defence of Newcastle spent time doing their 
recruit training at the Showground. When war was declared the 2nd Battalion AMF, a 
Newcastle Militia Battalion, was called into camp on the Broadmeadow Showground where 
they spent approximately three months, after which they moved to a camp at Rutherford. 
From Rutherford they moved to Greta and later to a swamp in the bush at Medowie. 
 

When Universal training was introduced by the Government, these Militia troops were very 
involved in training the new recruits, many of whom started their training at Broadmeadow 
Showground.  
 

Plaque No 16.   
Recruit Recieving Centre for                              
Army Recruits for World War 11. 
 
Location: Broadmeadow Showground-opposite Enterainment Centre. 
 
Sponsor:  Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee. 
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The Militia troops were not required to serve outside the Commonwealth of Australia and its 
Territories, although certain units did serve in Papua and New Guinea with their units. There 
was a constant need to top up the Militia units in Newcastle as members transferred to the 
AIF. 
 
The Broadmeadow Showground performed a similar Recruit Training establishment during 
World War I where members of the 35th Battalion (Newcastle’s Own) and the 36th Battalion 
(made up of many Rifle Club Members from across NSW) being some of the battalions  
spending time there. 
   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Showground Plaque. 
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Plaque No. 17.  
Commemorate the Role played by  
Newcastle Ambulance Station                        
in Training Volunteer Aid Detachments   
 
Location:  Newcastle Ambulance Station 
                               75 Denison Street 
                               Hamilton 
 
Sponsor:         The Australian Army Medical Women’s Service 
 

Wording on the Plaque: 
 

This plaque is dedecated to the role played by the Hamilton Ambulance Station as a 
medical training centre during World War 2. 
 

Members of the Voluntary Aid Detachmnets (VAD) No.s 236,882 and 903 were trained at 
this location and many of them enlisted in the Australian Army Medical Women’s Service 
during the 1939 – 45 War. 
Additional Information 
 

The unveiling of this plaque on 21st May 1998 at the site of the Newcastle Ambulance 
Station, Hamilton is one of a series of plaques erected by the Newcastle Australia 
Remembers Committee. These plaques are intended to commemorate sites and events of 
significance, marking the contribution of Newcastle citizens to our nation’s final victory in 
World War 11.  
 

During the period 1939-1945 the Newcastle Ambulance Station played a key role in the 
training of civilians and members of the Voluntary Aid Detachments in basic first aid skills 
and more advanced medical knowledge. 
 

During these war years when the threat of air raids or shelling from the sea was very real, 
large numbers of civilians underwent first aid and medical training as part of our city’s 
preparedness to deal with any emergency. 
 

In particular, the training of the Volunteer Aid Detachments No’s 236, 882 and 903 were an 
important part of the Newcastle Ambulance Station’s contribution. 
 

During those years the Newcastle Commandant of the VAD, Mrs Marion Steggles, played a 
significant role in the command, control and organisation of the Voluntary Aid Detachments 
in the Newcastle Area.  
 

Before the war, members of the ambulance station gave lectures to civilian women who 
were interested in forming the Voluntary Aid Detachments (VAD), similar to that existed in 
England at the time. They needed to train in local hospitals in basic nursing and first aid for 
a set number of hours each week and for a number of weeks prior to being accepted into the 
service. They could also then act as auxiliary nurses in local hospitals. 
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VAD were formed in Newcastle and their members could continue their nursing training to 
become fully qualified Nurses Aids. One detachment (No. 236 Newcastle) was formed with 
Mrs. Joan Dekenne acting as Commandant followed by Mrs. Elsie Stapleton. 

 

The next to be formed was No. 822 Newcastle with Mrs. Marion Steggles as Commandant.  
The name was later changed to Central Newcastle and Miss Dot Fairless became 
Commandant followed later by Miss Bev Stacy. Such was the demand for women to help in 
the hospitals that another detachment (No. 903 Newcastle) was formed with Miss Viv 
McDonald as Commandant. 
 

When war broke out in 1939, the VAD were working in a voluntary capacity, approval was 
granted by the Director General of Medical Services for their employment in camp and 
military hospitals. 
 

In September 1941, twenty enlisted VAD personnel sailed to join the 2/12th AGH in Ceylon 
whilst in October 1941, 200 enlisted VAD sailed to the Middle East having been posted to 
the 2/6th and 2/7th AGHs – in all, a total of 2,734 VAD personnel were enlisted for overseas 
and home service. 
 

In September 1941, enlistment began for the Australian Women’s Army Service and in 
December 1942 young women who chose hospital work were enlisted into the Australian 
Army Medical Women’s Service.  They saw service not only on the mainland Australia but 
also overseas in Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt, Ceylon, Papua New Guinea, New Britain, 
Bougainville, Singapore, Labuan, Morotai and on the hospital ship Oranje. The VAD 
personnel that were enlisted into the AAMWS were included in overseas service in the 
military hospitals in the Islands. 
 

After the war a contingent of 54 VAD personnel served with the British Commonwealth 
Occupational force in Eta Jima and Kure, Japan as well as with the British Commonwealth 
General Hospital during the Korean War when remaining VAD personnel was absorbed 
into the Royal Australian Nursing Corps as fully qualified nurses. 
 
Additional information provided by Mrs. Dulcie Giles OAM, President EX-AAMWS Association 
Newcastle. 
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Plaque No. 18  
Hamilton Drill Hall 
     
Location:            Lindsay Gardens Aged Care Facility  
 137a Lindsay Street, Hamilton 
 
Sponsor:     2/2nd Australian Infantry Battalion 
Association 
 
Wording on the Plaque: 
 
Lindsay Street Drill Hall was built in 1925 as an Army Training facility. During World 
War II it also served as a recruiting and induction centre. Many Newcastle and Hunter 
men served in the 2/2nd Battalion 2nd AIF. They have held their annual Remembrance 
Service and Reunion at the Depot from 1949 to 1995. Members of the 2/2nd joined the 
peacetime battalions of Newcastle. 
 
From 1 April 1948 to 30 June 1960, Lindsay Street was the Headquarters of the 2nd 
Infantry Battalion, City of Newcastle Regiment. From 1960 until 1987 it was occupied by 
the 2nd Battalion, Royal New South Wales Regiment. Lindsay Street continued as an 
Army training depot until 1995 when all Newcastle Army depots were closed, and Army 
Reserve units centralized in a new complex at Adamstown. 
 
Additional Information. 
The Hamilton Depot was officially opened on 21 December 1925 by the Commander 1st 
Division Major General Brand CB, CMG, DSO for the 1st Artillery Battery of the 1st 
Australian Artillery Brigade. (Units of the 1st Brigade were stationed in Newcastle at the 
time). 
 

Official guests on this occasion included Maj Gen Brand, CO of the 1st Arty Bde, Lt Col 
Fewtrell, Comd 1st Bde, Brig Gen Paton, (Former CO of Newcastle’s 4th Infantry Regt, 
1908-1914), Ald G. W. Jenner - Mayor of Hamilton, Mr E. J. Dann, Newcastle A H & L 
Society, Mr H B Sturtevant, Commonwealth Works and Railways and Mr. P A Nott the 
builder. 
 

Maj. Gen. Brand mentioned that when the plans for the building were placed before him for 
signature he noticed that the floor was concrete. He instructed that a wooden floor be 
installed to give the boys the opportunity to conduct dances. 
 

Mr. H.B. Sturtevant stated that the cost of the building was 12,000 pounds and that it was 
eight years since he had commenced estimating for the erection of the building. The 
Training Depot was built initially for an Artillery Regiment with horse drawn guns. The 
horses were kept in paddocks at nearby Adamstown. It was in an ideal location for militia 
members to attend, being close to Broadmeadow railway station and other public transport. 
 

The drill hall was typical of the period, with high trussed iron roof over an indoor parading 
area, with offices and gun bays, armouries, latrines and Quartermaster stores as “lean to's”  
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around the central area. There was an outbuilding for limbers and Wagons GS, a miniature 
(small bore) rifle range and a gravelled parade ground bounded by Cleary and Lindsay 
Streets. A tram line connecting the city with Adamstown, Lambton and Plattsburg-
Wallsend three blocks away, and later nearby Broadmeadow railway station and bus 
services readily enabled the part time volunteers to reach the Drill Hall for weekend and 
night parades. 
 

The depot was one of the major enlistment centres for soldiers enlisting into the Army for 
overseas service during World War II. After enlistment procedures and some leave to 
finalise their personal affairs most of the troops were moved by rail from Broadmeadow 
station to training camps in the Sydney area including Ingleburn and Glenfield. Some who 
enlisted were sent to a camp at Broadmeadow Showground for initial training before further 
training in the Hunter Valley at Greta and Rutherford. 
 

In 1948 with the re-raising of the Citizen Military Forces it became the Headquarters for the 
Second Battalion, City of Newcastle Regiment and in 1952 was joined by R Battery, 21 
Field Regiment, RAA (CMF). This Battery shared the depot until they were relocated in 
July 1957 to the new Adamstown Training Depot built on the former Rifle Range. 
 

This plaque was presented to Mr.David Williams CEO Hunter Retirement Living at the 
official opening of the Lindsay Gardens Aged Care Facility on 26 October 1997 by Colonel 
Gerry Connor ED (Retd)  the last Commanding Officer of the City of Newcastle Regiment 
and a member of the 2/2nd Australian  Infantry Battalion during World War II.  Also 
present at the presentation ceremony were Bob Argent and Carl Parrott of the 2/2nd 
Infantry Battalion. 
 

The Newcastle Australia Remembers Committee was represented by Jack Griffiths OAM 
President, Major John Ross RFD, ED (Retd), Treasurer, and Lieutenant Colonel Laurie 
Kelly AM, RFD, ED (Retd), Secretary and former Commanding Officer of 2 RNSWR 
based at the Lindsay Street Depot. 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        L to R, John Ross; Carl Parrott; Gerry Connor; Bob Argent; Laurie Kelly and Jack Griffiths. 
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Wording on the Plaque: 
 

During World War 11, beach defences around Stockton consisted of machine gun 
emplacements, barbed wire, searchlights and 2650 cement anti-tank traps. There were 
two anti-aircraft gun batteries, “Link” near the golf course and “Wave” behind the wave 
trap. The two three pounder guns of “Dune” battery beside Corroba Oval, protect Fort 
Wallace and Newcastle. Fort Wallace, built in 1913, was rearmend in April 1939 with two 
9.2 inch guns. Its original armanent of two 6 inch guns were removed to Rabaul. The 
Army also took over Corroba Hall, Rawson Park, and the “Laurels” in Fullerton Street.     
 

Additional Information 
 

During World War II, light and heavy Anti-aircraft gun Batteries were situated at 
Mayfield West, Lambton Park, Glebe Hill, (Merewether), King Edward Park and 
Stockton. 
 

Anti-aircraft searchlights were at Beresfield, Charlestown, Fullerton Cove, Glebe Hill 
(Merewether) Mayfield, New Lambton, Newcastle Showground, Raymond Terrace, 
Redhead, Stockton, Tomago, Wallsend and Williamtown. Coastal searchlights lined the 
coast from Shepherds Hill to Port Stephens. 
 

In late 1942, women were recruited into the Australian Women's Army Service to staff the 
local anti-aircraft and searchlights Batteries. Members of the Australians Women's Army 
Services (AWAS) in Newcastle were deployed and were prepared to take part in combat had 
the need arisen.   
 

The Anti-aircraft emplacements were Mayfield West, Waratah and Stockton. Mayfield 
West and Waratah were operate by members of the 18th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery and at 
Stockton by members of the 3rd Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery. The Stockton position was 
known as "The Waves". Lighter Anti-aircraft guns, the Bofors, were also stationed in the 
Newcastle area. 
 

Fort Wallace 
 

Fort Wallace was an additional Fort built for the defence of Newcastle. The Fort became 
necessary due to the gun on Shepherds Hill being rendered unsafe in 1906 and the guns of  
Fort Scratchley not being able to engage targets in the dead water area of Stockton Bight 
due to the shadowing of Nobbys Headland. The initial site was chosen in 1907 by senior 
Army officers including Colonel Robert Wallace. However, this was deemed unsuitable 
after inspection by Field Marshal Lord Kitchener in his 1909-10 Australian visit to inspect 

Plaque No. 19.        
Site of Beach Defences and 
Anti-Aircraft Gun Batteries                                                                                                              
                                                                  
Location:  Norm Basson (MBE) Lions Park.  
                               Pitt Street Stockton 
Sponsor:  Rats of Tobruk Association. 
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and report on the country’s defences. Alternative sites to the north were proposed, and the 
current location chosen with the approval of Lord Kitchener.  
 

It was then called Fort Stockton. Work commenced in March 1912 and was completed in 
June 1913, two Mark 7 guns on a central pivot Mark Two mounting were installed in March 
1915 and proof fired on 9 June 1915.  Colonel Wallace died in October 1915 and the new 
Fort was renamed Fort Wallace in his memory in November 1915. The period between the 
wars saw the Fort relatively unmanned.  
  

The approach of World War 11 saw the reorganisation of the defences of Newcastle. Plans 
for a two gun counter bombardment battery were prepared in the mid 1930s, and 
excavations began in 1938. At this time the Battery Observation Post and the No.1 gun 
emplacement (6 inch) was removed to make way for the construction of two new 9·2 inch 
gun emplacements and their support structures. The work was carried out in 1939 and 1940. 
The No.2 gun emplacement (6 inch) remained. Both 6 inch guns were later relocated to 
Rabaul, Papua New Guinea. Lieutenant Colonel R.S. Mort commanded the Fort from 
December 1939 until August 1942, this period covering the most active phase of the Fort’s 
history, including completion of the 9·2 inch installations, proving of the guns, and the 
shelling of Newcastle by a Japanese submarine in June 1942.  
 

The fall of Singapore saw the role of the guns at Fort Wallace extended from the primary 
purpose of defence of the harbour from seaborne attack, to include inland map references. 
The targeted range included Salt Ash, Raymond Terrace, Thornton, Hexham, Cockle Creek, 
Teralba and Swansea. At the end of the war, the Fort was closed down and manned by a 
minimum maintenance staff. The work to remove the 9.2 inch guns commenced in 1963 
and the Fort was then left unattended until 1967 when 130 Signal Squadron moved to Fort 
Wallace.  New barracks to house sixty nine men were completed in 1974.  In 1991 the Fort 
Structure Review determined that the function and role performed by 130 Signal Squadron 
could be performed by another unit, and hence that 130 Squadron should be disbanded. The 
last members of the Squadron left Fort Wallace in December 1993. 
 

Fort Wallace’s last operational role was as an Australian Naval assett used for 
accommodation for Naval personnel. Plans are currently underway to dispose of this 
historical military site. 
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9.2 inch gun similar to the emplacement at Stockton 
 

Plaque No. 20 
Brigadier Frederick (Black Jack) Galleghan
  

  
Location: Connelly Park Gates, corner Cowper 
and Fitzroy Streets, Carrington 
 
Sponsor: Friends of the City of Newcastle 
Regiment  
 
Wording on the Plaque: 
 

F Galleghan on this plaque served in World War 1 as a Sergeant in the 34th Battalion. 
Frederick Galleghan is best remembered as “Black Jack”, Commanding Officer of the 
2/30th Battalion and Commander of Australian Prisoners of War at Changi prison during 
World War 11. Brigadier Sir Frederick Galleghan DSO, OBE, ISO, ED died on 20 April 
1971. 
 

Additional Information 
 

Frederick Galleghan was born at Jesmond, Newcastle on 11 January 1897, the son of a 
wharf labourer. Soon after the family moved to live at Carrington. He attended the local 
school at Wickham and later Cooks Hill High School. He served in the Army Cadet unit 
and was commissioned as Second Lieutenant in the 15 Cadet Battalion. On leaving school 
at the age 16 he joined the Postal Service initially delivery telegrams. He served 5 years 
with the Senior Cadets and 2 years with the Junior Cadets. 
 

On 20 January 1916 at the age of 19 he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces in the 34th 
Battalion, was allocated the Regimental number 452 and embarked for overseas service on 
2 May 1916. He was promoted to Sergeant and whilst serving in France was wounded in 
action on two separate occasions before being invalided to hospital, then returned to 
Australia and discharged on medical grounds on 3 March 1919. 
 

After the war he joined the Commonwealth Public Service and also continued his military 
service in the Army Militia. As a Lieutenant Colonel he commanded 2/41 Infantry 
Battalion, “City of Newcastle” Regiment from 1932 to 1935 and 2/35 Battalion from 1935 
to 1937. Following a promotion in his civilian career he then moved to Sydney and 
commanded 17 Battalion from 1937 to 1940. 
 

On 27 October 1940 he was seconded to the AIF as the Commanding Officer of the 2/30th 
Battalion and embarked with his battalion for Malaya on 29 July 1941 as part of the 27th 
Brigade, Eighth Division. He achieved considerable fame for the very successful ambush by 
the 2/30th at Gemas in Malaya, which was the most successful action against the Japanese 
Army during that campaign. He was awarded a Distinguished Service Order (DSO) for this 
action. After the surrender of all British and Commonwealth Forces to the Japanese he 
became a Prisoner of War (POW) of the Japanese from February 1942 to August 1945. 
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As a POW he was appointed Commander of all Australian POWs in Malaya and was 
promoted to Brigadier. He is famous for the way he looked after all Australian POWs and 
for his efforts to secure better treatment for them from the Japanese. 
 

After the war he was appointed Head of the Australian Mission to Berlin with the honorary 
rank of Major General from 1948 to 1949. He was appointed Honorary Colonel of the 34th 
Battalion on 14 February 1957 and Honorary Colonel Australian Cadet Corps on the 1st of 
November 1962.   
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
      
 
                                               
 

Brigadier Frederick (Black Jack) Galleghan 
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Plaque No 21  
Service Personnel Killed on Duty  
Newcastle Area during World War 11 
                                                            
 

Location:  Newcastle War Cemetry,  
                               Pacific Highway, Sandgate 
 
Sponsor:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
 
Wording on Plaque: 
 

During the Second World War, 1939-45, the City of Newcastle was a strategic military 
site both as a centre for heavy industry and as a busy seaport. On 8 June 1942, Newcastle 
came under attack from a Japanese submarine, but no casualties were recorded. 
 

This area was a major staging area for AIF Divisions and supported some of the largest  
concentrations of troops in Australia throughout the war. The Australian Second Army, 
including the Ist, 9th and 28th Brigades, and the 3rd Army Tank Brigade, were based on 
the outskirts of Newcastle. The 4thArmoured Brigade was based in Singleton and three 
Artillery Training Regiment at Greta. 
 

Newcastle (Sandgate) General  Cemetery contains 43 burials, comprising 1 RAN, 
30 Australian Army, 7 RAAF and 5 MN Seamen. There are also 12 Australian Graves of 
the 1914-18 War. 
 

Buried in Newcastle War Cemetery are 73 casualtities of the Second World War, 
comprising 4 RN, 1 RAN, 20 Australian Army and 48 RAAF . 
 
Additional Information.  
. 
Newcastle War Cemetery only dates from October 1942. Earlier wartime fatalities include 
five Merchant Navy sailors who were killed when their ship S.S. Allara was damaged by a 
torpedo fired from the Japanese submarine I-174 and are buried in the general cemetery. 
 

The majority of servicemen buried in the Newcastle War Cemetery died through illness or 
accidents at "home". Some of these servicemen were based at RAAF Rathmines and RAAF 
Williamtown. 
 

Seven men were killed on 24 May 1943 when Catalina flying boat A24-39 broke up on 
Broken Bay whilst attempting a rough water landing. Also at least twelve multiple-death 
fatalities are recorded reflecting the combination of pilots and navigators killed in training 
on non-operational flights out of Williamtown.  Examples include:- 
- Sgt Callaghan and Sgt Thuell (3 March 1943) who were killed in a crash landing of 
Wirraway A20-93. 
- Sgt Perske and Sgt Collins (16 August 1943) were also Wirraway fatalities. 
- Sgt Robertson and Flt Sgt Sinclair (14 September 1943) and Pilot Officer Plastow, and Flt 
Sgt Lowe (7 April 1944) were killed in two separate incidents involving Vultee Vengeance 
dive bombers. 
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-Warrant Officer Smallhorn and Sgt Mather (8 March 1944) were the crew of a Beaufighter 
lost during night flying exercises. 
-Flt Lt Warren and Flying Officer Bidstrup (16 April 1945) were part of a flight of four 
Mosquito fighter bombers involved in a cross country navigation exercise. Their Mosquito 
A50-70, crashed into Barrington Tops; the wreckage was not recovered until 1945. 
 

Squadron Leader C.A. Crombie DSO, DFC was killed when his Beaufighter A19-198 
crashed whilst on a non-operational flight on 28 August 1945.  Charles Crombie, a sheep 
farmer from Warwick in Queensland before the war, was a Beaufighter "ace" with 11 
confirmed victories, 3 probables and 1 damaged.  His aerial combats occurred over Malta, 
the Middle East and over Burma.  During January 1943 he was forced to bail out over 
Burma but before doing so he had shot down 2 Japanese Ki21 bombers and damaged 
another. 
 

(Additional information provided by Mr Ed Tonks, a high school teacher and local 
historian). 
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NEWCASTLE BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA  
COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE – 2008 

 
PRESIDENT:   Lieutenant Colonel Laurie Kelly AM RFD ED (Retd) 
                                                   President, Friends 2nd Infantry Battallions Inc. 
 

VICE PRESIDENT: Doug Goodworth – Former President of Newcastle 
District Council of RSL Sub Branches. 

SECRETARY/ 

TREASURER:                       Roger Greenan – Secretary Windale Community Group Inc. 
& Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions Inc. 

 

COMMITTEE: Ray Bennett – President of Newcastle District Council of 
RSL Sub Branches. 

 

 Captain Peter Toms OAM RFD – (Retd) President 
Reserve Forces Day, Newcsatle Committee. 

 

 Harry Matthew OStJ – Representing Newcastle Grammar 
Army Cadets and Fort Scratchley. 

 

 Dulcie Giles OAM – President of EX AAMWS 
Association Newcastle, Representing Ex-Service Women’s 
Groups. 

 

 Peter Campbell – Ex Principal Waratah Public School.  
 

 Jo Tomkins – Representing Papaua New Guinea  
                                                    ex-patriate community. 
  

Major Bob Kear – (Retd) M. Bus, Dip. Eng. Engineer 
Consultant. 

 

 Major Roland Millbank – (Retd) MA. Military Historian. 
 

 David Hartcher – Regional School Promotions Officer, 
Hunter/ Central Coast Region, NSW Department of 
Education & Training. 

 

 John Beach – Principal, Newcastle East Primary School, 
Hunter/ Central Coast Region, NSW Department of 
Education & Training. 

 

 James Mackay – Events Coordinator, Newcastle City 
Council. 

 

Di McArtney – Manager, Newcastle Veterans’ Affairs 
Network. Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  
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Post World War 11 views of Newcastle’s coast 
-As it appears today- 

 


