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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION 

BY 

WING COMMANDER GLEN BECK 

CURRENT COMMANDING OFFICER No 77 SQUADRON 

 
 
As I sit here in Korat Air Force Base, Thailand, it is a good opportunity to reflect upon the 
proud history of 77 Squadron. Travelling around the region we are continually greeted by 
images of the "Grumpy Monkey", the symbol which features on the squadron crest. When a 
fine example is found, comparisons with the original are made, photos are taken, and if it is 
feasible, the monkey is often acquired for return to base. This keen display of monkey hunting 
is symbolic of the pride in the unit and its history which remains strong to the present day. 
There is an intangible feeling that we are walking in the footsteps of those who have gone 
before us. 
 
A fighter squadron needs many things to be successful. It needs aircraft, weapons, facilities, 
pilots, technicians, administrators, engineers, logisticians and many more things to function, 
but these things alone provide no guarantee of success. What makes a fighter squadron truly 
exceptional is it takes all of these components to be brought together as part of a team that is 
instilled with the right attitude and a good culture. Although this may be maintained, grown 
and developed by those presently in the unit, it is largely inherited from the past.  
 
Since the Squadron was formed on 16 March 1942 there has been an unbroken chain of 
people entering and leaving the squadron up until the present day. As each new person joins 
the squadron, they become part of its history; the continuous bond between those in the 
squadron and those of the past that can be traced back to its beginnings. 
 

 
Wing Commander G. Beck 
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1942 – 1945  KITTYHAWK - WORLD WAR II  

 

 
                                              
                                              P40 Kittyhawk 

 

From Perth to Darwin  
 

The opening months of 1942 brought the reality 
of a Japanese-controlled South East Asia to the fore 
when Darwin was bombed on 19 February.  The 
situation looked bleak.  Australia’s Northern Air 
Defences consisted of fourteen RAAF Wirraway 
general purpose aircraft operated by No. 12 Squadron 
at Darwin plus ten US Army Air Force Kittyhawk 
fighters on transit to Java.  

It was obvious that Australia needed fighter 
aircraft urgently.  An approach to the United States of 
America proved successful.  At the end of February a 
batch of P40E Kittyhawk fighter aircraft that had 
been destined for the Dutch Air Force, were handed 
over to the RAAF after Dutch New Guinea fell to the 
Japanese.  

       
   
        This plaque stands at Perth Airport 

 

         
 
These aircraft were formed into three RAAF Units 

75, 76 and 77 Squadrons.  The first squadron to equip 
with the new aircraft, 75 Squadron, was formed at 
Townsville on 4 March 1942 with a ground party 
moving to Port Moresby on 17 March 1942 two 
weeks after receiving its first Kittyhawk.  Japanese 
bombers were pounding the port area unopposed 
causing serious disruption to the build-up of 
Australian and American ground forces.  The three 
squadrons were formed around a nucleus of RAAF 
pilots from England and the Middle East.  

No. 77 (Fighter Interceptor) Squadron formed at 
Pearce, Western Australia on 16 March 1942, under 
the temporary command of Squadron Leader Dudley 
Thomas Forsyth.  At the time Squadron Leader 
Forsyth was Senior Staff Officer, Headquarters North 
Western Area.   

The initial strength of the Squadron was three 
officers and 100 airmen. They were a diverse group 
coming from 4 Service Flying Training School 
(SFTS), 9 Elementary Flying Training School 
(EFTS),  14 and 25 Squadrons and Headquarters, 
Pearce.  The three officers came from 25 Squadron.   
Men from 21 Squadron just returned from the 
disastrous Malayan campaign, one of whom, Flight 
Lieutenant Daryl Sproule, flew Buffalos in the 
desperate defence of Malaya and Singapore during 
which he claimed a Japanese Ki-27 destroyed.   

The Squadron received its first aircraft, a Curtiss 
P40E Kittyhawk (A29-50) three days later. More 
were to arrive during March and April. Command of 
the Squadron was taken over by Squadron Leader 
Richard ‘Rickey’ Brooker (RAF) on 24 March. 

Flight Lieutenant Richard Cresswell arrived from 
Williamtown, ferrying in A29-72 from Laverton on 
26 March.   By the end of March the Squadron had 
seventeen officers and 170 airmen with eight 
Kittyhawks on strength.  
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77 Squadron Aircrew at Livingstone 1942.  On wing:  U/K, R. Ballard, W. Rich, C. McKenzie King, B. Knot, U/K, U/K. 
Rear row:  U/K, R. Piper, T. Power, C. Winter Irving, J. Gorton, J. Armstrong, J. Hodgkinson, W. Meecham, U/K, U/K, J. Griffith. 
Front row:  M. Holdsworth, U/K, P. McEwan, U/K, D. Sproule, R. Cresswell, U/K, U/K, H. Schaffer, R. Kimpton (RAAF Association)
 

At this time a Canadian volunteer, Pilot Officer 
Tom Watson, arrived.  Pilot Officer Watson had been 
injured as a member of 232 Squadron (Dutch Air 
Force) in Java and had been evacuated to Australia 
when the Dutch East Indies fell to the Japanese.  The 
CO of the Squadron, Squadron Leader Brooker, had 
earlier commanded 232 Squadron and knew of 
Watson’s experience and capabilities.  Watson’s first 
flight with the Squadron was on 31 March, 1942.  He 
stayed with the Squadron until 1943. 

During this period of build-up at Pearce there 
were many training related aircraft accidents.  The 
first aircraft accident occurred on 4 April when Pilot 
Officer Stuart Armstrong (A29-56) collided head-on 
with a truck taxying to the dispersal area.  The 
aircraft only suffered moderate damage. 

On 14 April 1942 A Flight was detached to 
operate from Dunreath Golf Course, east of Perth.  
The Golf Course Club House was used for messing 
and accommodation.  The detachment began training 
operations immediately.  Two days later the first 
accident at Dunreath occurred when on takeoff Flight 
Lieutenant Sproule (A29-58) encountered a soft 
sandy patch on the strip, the aircraft tipped forward 
onto its airscrew and the undercarriage collapsed.  
Extensive damage was done to the aircraft, resulting 
in the engine being written off. 

The Squadron remained at Pearce, with detach- 
ments to Dunreath, (later to become the site of Perth 
Airport) until 20 April, when a move to Guildford 
airfield west of Perth, was begun. On that day Flight 
Lieutenant Brooker departed on posting to 76 
Squadron at Townsville, and Flight Lieutenant 
Cresswell became CO. 

After establishing Guilford the Squadron became 
 

 
the main Air Defence Unit in the Perth area assisted 
by 25 Squadron Wirraways.  B Flight was detached to 
Dunreath from 5 May and other deployments were 
made to Upper Swan, north of Perth.  By the end of 
May the Squadron had twenty-two aircraft. 

Most of the next three months were spent carrying 
out aircraft interceptions off the West Australian 
coast.  During May for example, the Squadron carried 
out 30 interceptions but the result in all cases was 
either failure to make contact or the plot was a 
friendly aircraft.  By July as the Japanese had not 
attacked Perth a decision was made to send 77 
Squadron north to Darwin.   

Flight Lieutenant Cresswell was promoted to 
Squadron Leader 1 June, 1942.  On 11 June the 
Squadron came under the command of Western Area 
Headquarters (WAHQ).  On 24 July, WAHQ 
signalled the Squadron to prepare for a move to 
Batchelor, Northern Territory and to come under the  
command of North Western Area Headquarters from 
1 August. 

Squadron strength was now twenty seven officers, 
218 airmen and twenty four aircraft.  The main party 
commenced moving on 1 August arriving on the 12th 
after travelling by rail to Alice Springs and then by 
road via Birdum to Batchelor, 80 km south of 
Darwin. 

The first aircraft departed Pearce on 17 August, 
arriving in Alice Springs that evening.  Two aircraft 
were damaged during the staging;  Sergeant James 
Allen (A29-55) had to crash land, and Pilot Officer 
Dean Kelly (A29-49) crashed after a tyre blow-out on 
take-off.  The first aircraft arrived at Batchelor 
airfield on the following day and immediately began 
operational training.  The Squadron effectively  now 
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became the first Australian fighter squadron in the 
Darwin area. 

77 Squadron’s first ‘Red Alert’ occurred at 1155 
hours on 23 August, when enemy aircraft came 
within thirty miles of the Batchelor airfield. This was 
the first of seven alerts called at Batchelor. Darwin 
itself was bombed during most of these occasions.  

On 7 September  during a tactical exercise off the 
Northern Territory coast Pilot Officer John G. Gorton 
(who 26 years later was to become Prime Minister of 
Australia) ran out of fuel and was forced to land A29-
60 on Melville Island.  He was marooned on the 
island for several days before being rescued. A 12 
Squadron Wirraway dropped food and water supplies 
to him. His aircraft was later repaired and after 
considerable effort, under very hot and trying 
conditions, was recovered by a salvage team and 
flown off the beach.  

On 10 September, the Squadron came under 
operational direction of No. 5 Fighter Sector, and on 
25 September Squadron aircraft were scrambled to 
attack enemy bombers that had dropped small bombs 
near Livingstone airfield and were approaching 
Batchelor. The CO, Squadron Leader Cresswell, fired 
on an enemy aircraft without visible result. 

 

     
  
    Dick Cresswell beside the nose of his Kittyhawk A29-113 

(The photograph appears in full on page 12) 
 
On 12 October Pilot Officer John Carmichael 

Griffith had a lucky escape from injury when at 
26,000ft over Batchelor he was forced to bale-out due 
to an engine fire.  

The camp at Batchelor was only temporary 
because the base was operated by 46th Air Base 
Group United States Army Air Force (USAAF) and a 
number of USAAF Squadrons were based there.  

Consequently,  on 15 October, the main ground 
elements of 77 Squadron moved to Livingstone, south 
of Darwin.  The aircraft flew in on 15-16 October. 
This proved to be an eventful time for the Squadron 
with constant training for the strenuous tasks that lay 
ahead.  

During November, the Squadron’s three flights, 
‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ were reorganised into two-aircraft 
sections.  Despite these arrangements, the many night 
interceptions undertaken did not yield results until the 
early hours of 23 November, during Japanese raid 
No. 47 on Darwin, when the Squadron scored its first 
confirmed kill.  

Despite problems with guns playing up, the CO, 
Squadron Leader Cresswell, shot down a G4MI 
‘Betty’ bomber. This was the first confirmed night 
kill over the Australian mainland, although the CO 
had fired two bursts into an enemy aircraft without 
success on 27-28 October. Another night interception 
took place over Darwin on 27 January 1943 when 
Flying Officer James Cox fired at a ‘Betty’ bomber 
without success. These were the only recorded 
engagements by the Squadron at Darwin during the 
Second World War.  

A copy of the original combat report is contained 
in Appendix C. 
 

“These fighter pilots had great fun in their spare 
time playing in their Kittyhawks over the harbour, 
tearing along very low over the water at high speed,                
skimming over the tops of ships, or running straight 
for a ship and veering off at the last moment.  At 
other times they would practice diving at ships or 
could be seen high in the heavens, ripping along, 
rolling over and over or looping the loop, like so 
many merry schoolboys.”  (Ref:  Darwin Drama: 
Owen Griffiths RAN) 
 

Milne Bay (Gurney Airstrip)  
 

Gurney Field was named after Squadron Leader 
Bob Gurney, who was Commanding Officer of 33 
Squadron before dying in a Marauder crash when 
returning from an air raid on Rabaul in May 1942.  

Late in January 1943, the Squadron moved by sea 
to Townsville.  From there, on 10 February, the main 
party embarked on SS Vanderlyn for Milne Bay. 
After enduring a tropical cyclone in an overcrowded, 
smelly,  ex-cattle boat, the troops were glad to dis- 
embark on 13 February.  Now re-equipped with forty 
P40K  Kittyhawks,  the Squadron went onto alert on 
22 February from Gurney Field ready to scramble to 
intercept enemy aircraft.  (Note: 77 Squadron was the 
only Squadron to operate the K model). 

It was here that 77 Squadron joined forces with 75 
Squadron, No. 6 Squadron (Hudson) and No. 100 
Squadron (Beauforts), under Command of No. 9 
(Operational) Group RAAF who in turn were under 
the Operational Control of the 5th Air Force USAAF. 
This established a solid air defence arrangement for 
the strategic port of Milne Bay.  

 
 



4 
 

 
 
Armament Fitters loading Kittyhawk machine 
guns. Livingstone 1942 (R. Cresswell) 
 

Over the period the pilots were continually 
frustrated at not finding the enemy or by intercepting 
friendly aircraft.  For example, on 13 March, 1943, 
Flight Lieutenants Daryl Sproule and Richard Sudlow  
tried to intercept an enemy aircraft which evaded 
them. Ten minutes later Sergeants Lloyd ‘Ron’ 
Ballard and Howard ‘Cloudy’ West  gave chase to an 
enemy aircraft, identified as a Dinah (Ki46) 
reconnaissance aircraft, which got away due to 
superior speed. 

The Squadron made its first daylight kill on 11 
April  when Flight Lieutenant Roger Kimpton and 
Flying Officer John Hodgkinson intercepted a force 
of five to eight ‘Zekes’ from a scramble. Hodgkinson 
destroyed one and Kimpton damaged another.  

Admiral Yamamato was quick to respond to the 
Allied build up at Milne Bay and ordered a large air 
strike. This occurred on 14 April 1943, 37 ‘Betty’ 
bombers, eight ‘VAL’ dive bombers and twenty 
‘Zeke’ fighters were intercepted by nineteen 
Kittyhawks from 77 Squadron as follows: 2 
scrambled at around 1100 hrs, 12 scrambled at 1102-
1105 hrs and finally 5 scrambled at 1136-1140 with 
combat joined at 1234 hrs. Although four 75 
Squadron aircraft had been scrambled they were not 
engaged in the mȇlée.  

At the conclusion of the battle, four Japanese 
bombers and two fighters had been shot down with 
another five bombers listed as probably shot down. 
However, the engagement was not without loss as 
one Kittyhawk (A29-169) piloted by Sergeant Lloyd 
C. Melrose was listed missing in action, pilot 
believed killed. Additionally, two other Kittyhawks 
were damaged,  A29-185 Sergeant Colin Laing and 
A29-195 Flight Lieutenant Ian Kinross. The claims 
for that action read: 
 DESTROYED  
Squadron Leader R. Creswell (CO) - 1 bomber  
Flight Lieutenant D.M. Sproule  - 1 bomber  
Flight Lieutenant R.P. Sudlow  - 1 fighter 
Flying Officer D.H. Kelly - 1 bomber  
Flying Officer J.A.T.  Hodgkinson  - 1 bomber 
 
PROBABLE 
Flight Lieutenant I.R. Kinross - 1 bomber  
Flight Lieutenant J.A. Cox  - 1 bomber  
Flight Lieutenant Johnstone - 1 bomber  
Flying Officer A.W.C. Morrison -1 bomber  

Squadron Leader Cresswell had a few anxious 
moments during the raid when his engine was shot 
out and he was forced to do a dead-stick landing. 
Flight Lieutenant Sproule led the Squadron home at 
the conclusion of the raid.  

For 77 Squadron this was to be the last major air 
combat action of the war. The results of the 
engagement showed the superiority of the allied Air 
Power now operating in the Pacific. 
 

Goodenough Island (Vivigani Airstrip) 
 

The stay at Milne Bay was short due to the lack of 
Japanese air activity in the area. The Squadron was 
ordered east to Goodenough Island and on 14 May an 
advance party began the initial move to the island. 
The Squadron aircraft arrived at Vivigani Airstrip on 
13-14 June, 1943. Before the Squadron left the 
Gurney field, the Governor-General of Australia, 
Lord Gowrie, paid a visit on 29 May and spoke with 
Squadron members. 

After arriving at Goodenough Island 77 Squadron 
and 76 Squadron, operating Kittyhawks, and 79 
Squadron, operating Spitfires, formed No. 73 Fighter 
Wing under the command of Group Captain Ian 
McLachlan.  From Goodenough aircraft could attack 
key Japanese bases on New Britain, including the 
giant naval base at Rabaul. 
 

 
 

Goodenough Island 

 
On 22 July, 77 Squadron Kittyhawks escorted a 

No. 30 Squadron Beaufighter on a reconnaissance of 
Gasmata airfield (New Britain). The reconnaissance 
preceded a major RAAF attack. In total 62 RAAF 
aircraft from seven different Squadrons took part in 
the attack. These included eight Beaufighters from 30 
Squadron, twenty-four Kittyhawks from 75 Squadron 
and fourteen Kittyhawks from 77 Squadron. Each 77 
Squadron aircraft carried six 40lb general purpose 
bombs with the intention of carrying out a low-level 
attack after the bombers had finished.   Unfortunately, 
77 Squadron was forced to abort the raid due to bad 
weather en-route to the target.  
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P40K A29-195 after crashing on Goodenough 
Island early in 1943. (RAAF) 

 
Four days later a second raid, led by Squadron 

Leader Cresswell, was a repeat of the first, however 
this time the Squadron’s luck held. Although, eight 
Kittyhawks turned back due to bad weather the 
remaining twelve aircraft carried out an accurate 
attack. Each aircraft was armed with two 30lb 
incendiary bombs and four 40lb GP bombs. Several 
77 Squadron aircraft were badly damaged by enemy 
flak in the raid.  

From this point on it was decided to utilize the 
Kittyhawks in a fighter/bomber role and for offensive 
flying. In fact the Kittyhawk had shown itself to be 
far better suited to these roles. In addition, the 
original air defence commitment was not gainfully 
employing the Squadron due to the lack of Japanese 
fighter activity in the area.  

On a lighter note on 24 July 1943 a concert was 
organized showcasing the many talents of Squadron 
personnel.  The concert was called ‘Jungle Jitters’ the 
programme is reproduced as Appendix E. 

 

 
 
Ray Brooker with  Len Mauger, producer and 
director of ‘Jungle Jitters’.  (R. Brooker) 

 
The decision in these new roles proved to be the 

correct one, as one week later, 77 Squadron was 
again involved in a major raid. On 2 August 1943 the 
Squadron was ordered to provide all available aircraft 
to escort an attacking force of six Bostons and six 
Beaufighters in a strike against Gasmata airfield.  

Eighteen 77 Squadron P40K Kittyhawks were 
sent on the mission, all carrying six 40lb GP bombs. 
The attack was carried out at low level and with great 
success. After the attack the Squadron proceeded on a 
fighter sweep along the south coast of New Britain. 
During the sweep five barges were attacked three of 

which were claimed as sunk. During this action Flight 
Lieutenant Sproule (A29-201) was apparently hit by 
medium anti-aircraft fire and forced to crash land on 
the beach.  Flight Lieutenant Sproule landed 
successfully. Later that day Bostons from 22 
Squadron destroyed the aircraft to prevent it falling 
into enemy hands. Flight Lieutenant Sproule was 
captured by the Japanese and executed whilst a POW 
on 16 August. 

For the remainder of August the Squadron was 
employed on escort duty for aircraft en-route to 
Kiriwina.  On 20 August Squadron Leader Cresswell, 
who had been the Commanding Officer for the past 
16 months, left the Squadron on posting to  2OTU. 
Squadron Leader Cresswell was replaced by 
Squadron Leader Bruce ‘Buster’ Brown who was to 
remain CO for the following four months 

During these events, the Squadron was instructed 
by No. 9 (Operational) Group to prepare for a move 
to Kiriwina in the Trobiand Islands, and was installed 
there by 16 August.  The Squadron came under the 
direction of No. 14 Fighter Sector.  However the 
Squadron was ordered to Vivigani in mid-September, 
and then back to Goodenough Island. 

During the first two weeks of October, the 
Japanese launched small scale attacks on 
Goodenough, Kiriwina, Lae and Finschafen. As a 
result of these attacks on 2 October  the Squadron 
was ordered to send a detachment of eight aircraft to 
Nadzab airfield, near Lae. From there the Squadron 
provided escorts for the Boomerangs and Wirraways 
of 4 Squadron who were flying tactical recon- 
naissance in support of 7 Division AIF. No Japanese 
air activity was encountered while the detachment 
was at Nadzab. The detachment returned to 
Goodenough Island on 19 October.  

On 14 October,  after borrowing a 75 Squadron 
P38-F4, Squadron Leader Brown flew a photographic 
reconnaissance mission over Talasea and Gasmata/ 
Lindenhafen.  On 28 October eight aircraft were  
detached to Woodlark Island for duties with  
No. 15 Fighter Sector alongside No. 67 Squadron 
USAAF. 

On 3 November Sergeant Ronald W. McDonald 
(A29-185) was killed during an attack on Pal Mal 
Mal Plantation, Jaquinot Bay, New Britain. Twelve 
Squadron Kittyhawks were operating with 22 
Squadron Bostons and 30 Squadron Beaufighters 
when McDonald  had to ditch twenty miles south east 
of Kawa Island after his aircraft was hit by light AA 
fire.  A circling pilot saw McDonald floating in the 
water and dropped a rubber dinghy to him. 
Unfortunately, he was not sighted again. It is 
presumed that he was unconscious or already dead 
when spotted.  

In November and December a detachment was 
sent to Kiriwina for strike operations on shipping in 
Gasmata and Montague Harbour.  Also, under the 
direction of 73 Wing,  in conjunction with 76, 78 and 
79 Squadrons,  77 Squadron escorted Beauforts of 6, 
8 and 100 Squadrons in attacks on Amgan River and 
dump sites at Gasmata, Cape Hoskins, Lindenhafen 
and Gavuvu.  
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 SqnLdr B. Brown  (77 Squadron) 

 
Although 73 Wing was the controlling authority 

for these operations the Squadron was not officially 
transferred to 73 Wing until March 1944 after the 
move to Momote on Los Negros. When this occurred 
77 Squadron came under the control of No. 10 
(Operational) Group RAAF.  

On 5 January 1944 Squadron Leader Cyril W. 
Stark took over command of the Squadron. 
 

 

Los Negros Island (Momote Airstrip)  
 

By early 1944 the Allies had nearly isolated 
Rabaul and a decision was made to launch an attack 
on Los Negros and Manus Islands in the Admiralty 
group. This meant that once the Allies had control of 
Manus Island they would also have control of the 
Bismarck Sea effectively completing the isolation of 
the Japanese garrison at Rabaul. 

As it was planned to establish air operations on 
Manus Island as soon as possible, 76, 77 and 79 
Squadrons were tasked with providing fighter support 
for the invasion. However, unknown to the Allies the 
Japanese commander on the island had anticipated 
the invasion and instructed his troops to keep a low 
profile during Allied reconnaissance flights over the 
island. The Americans landed on 29 February 1944 
expecting very little resistance from what they 
thought was a small Japanese force.  

The 77 Squadron ground party, consisting of nine 
officers and 194 airmen, arrived by landing craft 
seven days after the initial landings. They found that 
the Americans had still only a small foothold on the 
island, securing only part of the airfield complex and 
the nearby beach. The Japanese still held most of the 
foreshore of the harbour.  

As the ship carrying most of the 77 Squadron 
party entered the harbour it was fired at by enemy 

heavy machine guns and 25mm cannons. The 77 
Squadron personnel walked off the landing ship 
straight into the front line. 

As the party unloaded the Squadron’s equipment 
they could see American B25 Mitchell bombers 
attacking Japanese positions only 300 yards away. 
That evening they dug fox holes in the sand and spent 
an uneasy night keeping a careful watch for Japanese 
raiding parties. 

The conditions on Los Negros were appalling. For 
the first few weeks dead Japanese bodies littered the 
area surrounded by large swarms of flies. As a result 
up to 20% of the ground crews suffered from malaria 
or dysentery.  

On 9 March 1944 the first Kittyhawks to arrive at 
the Los Negros airstrip, known as Momote, belonged 
to 76 Squadron. However, due to Japanese sniper 
activity around the airfield perimeter the transport 
aircraft carrying the 76 Squadron’s ground crew 
could not land. Accordingly, it was decided that the 
77 Squadron party would maintain the 76 Squadron 
aircraft until the 76 Squadron ground crew could be 
flown in. However, it was not until six days later that 
the transport carrying the 76 Squadron ground crew 
arrived along with the first fourteen P40N Kittyhawks 
of 77 Squadron.  

77 Squadron’s main task on Los Negros Island 
was to protect shipping bringing in supplies to the 
islands. However, a few strikes were made in support 
of the American ground forces on nearby Manus 
Island. On 24 March 1944, during one such mission, 
Pilot Officer Edward O’Reilly (A29-627) hit palm 
trees at the end of the island as he was coming in to 
land and was seriously injured.  Unfortunately, he 
later died in the Los Negros US Army Hospital at 
Hyane Harbour.  
 

 
 
Los Negros Island 

 
The islands were finally secured on the last day of 

March 1944. For the next five months the Squadron 
was employed on patrol duties around the islands. 
This was a quiet period with only one incident 
occurring. A mid-air collision on 19 May  between 
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Kittyhawk A29-317 piloted by Sergeant Howard 
Roberts, and an American B24 Liberator bomber. 
Fortunately, both pilots were able to land their 
aircraft safely.  
 

 
 
Fitters refuel a Kittyhawk on Los Negros. (RAAF) 
 

 

Noemfoor Island (Kamiri Airstrip)  
 

By August 1944 the Americans on Los Negros 
Island no longer required fighter protection and so 77 
and 76 Squadrons were transferred to 81 Wing.  At 
the time 81 Wing was commanded by  Group Captain 
Gordon Steege.  

The two Kittyhawk Squadrons were ordered to 
proceed to Noemfoor a small island off the east coast 
of New Guinea’s Vogelkop Peninsula.  The 48 
Kittyhawks were ferried to Noemfoor via Wadke 
Island. They arrived on Kamiri Airstrip on 14 
September. The ground crews were already there 
having arrived a few days earlier.  On 17 September  
Wing Commander Cresswell returned to begin his 
second tour as CO 77 Squadron.  

During this period Wing Commander Cresswell 
was frequently required for duties at 81 Wing HQ. 
When this occurred Squadron Leader William 
McCulloch took over command of the Squadron.  

The Squadron’s first operation from Noemfoor 
Island was not flown until 30 September, when eight 
Kittyhawks joined ten Kittyhawks from 80 Squadron 
to bomb Japanese holdings at Samate. The Squadron 
continued to be tasked with bombing enemy positions 
on the Vogelkop Peninsula throughout October.   
These operations were not without loss. On 8 October 
1944, Flight Sergeant Bernard Johnson was killed 
when he crashed on landing following a watercraft 
sweep. Six days later Warrant Officer Peter 
Schlencker (A29-824) failed to return from a 
bombing mission to Manokaari.  Although an 
intensive search was carried out, no trace of Warrant 
Officer Schlencker was found and he was posted 
missing, believed killed.  

Losses continued with the death of Flying Officer 
Henry Summons (A29-21) who failed to return from 
a bombing and strafing mission on 22 October. 
Summons was last seen entering cloud in the target 
area in preparation for making a bombing run. An 
extensive search was carried out, but no trace was 
ever found. For the second time in two weeks a 77 
Squadron pilot was classified as missing. 

November 1944 was another month of loss for 77 
Squadron. During a strike mission on Halmahera 
Island, Flight Sergeant Bruce Palme and Sergeant 
Keith Smithwick went missing. 

On 23 December Wing Commander Cresswell 
left the Squadron once again. Squadron Leader 
McCulloch again assumed Temporary Command.  

As the last year of WWII began 77 Squadron 
aircraft strength stood at 24 P40-N Kittyhawks and  
1 Wirraway.  Operational flying was suspended in 
early January in anticipation of a move to Morotai 
Island.  

At this time the combined effect of the recent 
deaths of several pilots coupled with  inactivity 
weakened morale. The situation became worse when 
a freak accident, on 9 January 1945, claimed the life 
of LAC Frederick Adcock, an armament fitter. A 
spark from a gun solenoid started a fire on A29-803 
whilst he was performing a 160 hour inspection. At 
the time fresh water was so scarce that everything, 
aircraft, equipment and even clothes, were washed in 
petrol. Tragically the spark from the gun lit the 
petrol-soaked aircraft and LAC Adcock’s petrol-
soaked overalls, causing his death.  

A note in the Squadron history reads: “his 
(Adcock’s) death, due to his exceptional popularity 
amongst Squadron personnel, cast a gloom over the 
entire unit to a degree that would not be expected”.  
The situation began to grow slowly worse. A note 
inserted into the operations record by the CO also 
states: “operations during the month (February) were 
practically nil. The morale of all ranks is deteriorating 
on account of inactivity”. 
 

 
 
Noemfoor Island 
 

On 25 January 1945 ‘A’ Echelon departed for 
Morotai.  ‘Musical Chairs’ seemed to be the lot of the 
position of CO at 77 Squadron, with Flight 
Lieutenant Geoffrey Angus, Squadron Leader 
McCulloch, Flight Lieutenant William Miller, Flight 
Lieutenant Curtis and Flight Lieutenant Andrew 
Taylor taking turns during February and March.   

A humorous or unusual incident at a Court 
Marshall held on 16 March occurred when Flight
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       The airstrip complex at Morotai.  The closer strip is Wama and the further one Pitoe.   
     (RAAF Historical) 

 
Sergeant Henry Gingell was called quite unexpect-
edly to give evidence.  This NCO was on the volley 
ball court adjacent to the Court clad in underpants 
and boots only and covered in sawdust; as time was 
precious he was put on immediate call and appeared 
and gave evidence so dressed; a hat was loaned to 
him which, to make things still more humorous, was 
4 to 5 sizes too small.  This is probably the first 
occasion that a witness has been so attired in a RAAF 
court marital. (Ref: Unit History 463) 

Mid-March saw the Squadron still at Noemfoor 
and not participating in operations.  A lack of 
transport resulted in the Squadron being unable to 
move to Morotai until the end of the month.  To 
relieve the long hours of inactivity, inter-squadron 
cricket and volleyball competitions were organized. 
The Squadron’s personnel even set about building 
their own bakery to overcome the difficulty in 
obtaining fresh bread.  

The Squadron was quickly brought back to reality 
on 30 March 1945 when LAC Ronald Hunter was 
killed when he walked backwards into a spinning 
propeller.  The Squadron was now looking forward to 
leaving Noemfoor along with the sad memories of 
Squadron losses and constant inactivity.  

 
Morotai Island (Wama Airstrip) 

 

The Squadron ground staff finally left Noemfoor 
aboard the Liberty ship Clarence Roberts on 2 April, 
1945 with only the pilots and aircraft remaining 
behind.  The  ship arrived at Morotai  mid-day on the 
7 April.  

Morotai Island is situated in the Moluccas group 
in South East Asia. At the time, only the southern end 
of the island was controlled by the Allies. Outside the 
base perimeter fence the island was controlled by the 
Japanese. The two airfields, Wama and Pitoe, were 

hewn from coconut groves and when it rained the 
sites became a sea of mud.  The constant muddy and  
temporary state of the airfield made operations there 
most uncomfortable. 

The first of the Squadron’s  Kittyhawks arrived 
from Noemfoor on 13 April with the first accident at 
Morotai occurred at Wama on the same day. Warrant 
Officer Arthur ‘Blue’ Proudfoot (A29-902) tried to 
overtake the aircraft in front, piloted by Flight 
Sergeant John Gillan (A29-916), when they were 
taxying to the servicing bay. This resulted in A29-916 
receiving 90% fuselage damage. Flight Sergeant 
Gillan escaping with only minor injuries. Both 
aircraft were severely damaged and converted to 
components.  

77 Squadron flew its first sortie from Morotai on 
21 April 1945. The mission was to  protect an Allied 
convoy. On the return flight to Morotai Warrant 
Officer Leslie Hanson (A29-819) ran out of fuel and 
was forced to bale out at an altitude of 5,000 feet. 
Hanson was seen to get into his dinghy and  he was  
covered until evening by aircraft from the Squadron. 
Unfortunately, due to rough weather, the Catalina 
sent to rescue him could not land although the crew 
covered the area where Hanson was assumed to be.  

The next morning no trace could be found of the 
pilot and Hanson was posted as missing. On 23 April, 
much to the delight of Squadron personnel,  Hanson  
arrived back at camp with the story of how he had 
been rescued by a passing PT boat.  

The same day that Hanson returned alive and well 
disaster struck.  During take-off on a bombing 
mission, one of the bombs under A29-900 dropped  
and exploded, killing the pilot Flying Officer Ken 
McFadden.  

Four days later, on 27 April, the Squadron 
suffered a further casualty. Flying Officer Herbert 
Krause (A29-808) reported that his engine had cut 
and he was bailing out. He was seen to leave his 
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aircraft at an altitude of 400 feet and hit the water 
without his parachute opening.  Searchers failed to 
find any trace of his body.  

May brought the news that hostilities in Europe 
had ceased and in the words of the Squadron’s 
Temporary CO, Flight Lieutenant Taylor, ‘great 
jubilation prevailed’. On the 11th  a victory issue of 
two bottles of beer per man was made from the 
canteen. This was the first issue for many weeks. As a 
result flying was cancelled for the rest of the day.  

Towards the end of the month news was received 
that 81 Wing was to take part in a proposed invasion 
of Labuan Island and Brunei code named ‘Oboe 6’.  

Preparation and packing for the move began 
immediately. The Squadron had spent two months at 
Morotai.  
 
Labuan Island  
 

The Squadron ground staff embarked in Landing 
Craft Infantry (LCI) 753 on 2 June 1945. The pilots 
and a rear party remained at Morotai. The night 
before departure was spent at the AIF embarkation 
area known locally as the swamp. No one had told the 
army that the Squadron was arriving which meant 
sleeping in the open.  

Next morning everyone was soaked and covered 
in mosquito bites.  After a brief trip the LCI arrived in 
Brunei Bay, Labuan, on the 11 June to disembark at 
Victoria Harbour on the following afternoon. The 
enemy still held part of the island. On 20 June 1945 
in the early hours of the morning an AIF patrol 
engaged a Japanese unit situated on the southern side 
of the 77 Squadron camp site. Numerous bullets 
passed through the Squadron’s tent lines and although 
causing considerable anxiety no real damage was 
done.  

The first of the Squadron’s Kittyhawks arrived on 
30 June. The Squadron then set about making the 
very wet site more habitable. A vegetable garden was 
set up, and for ten days all members worked on 
reconstruction of the road between the strip and camp 
area.  

The first operation, an attack on Keningau and 
Sapong (North Borneo) was mounted on 3 July 1945.  
On the afternoon of 15 July the Squadron suffered its 
first casualty since beginning operations at Labuan.  
The fatality followed a strafing run at an enemy held 
position at Ravau, North Borneo when Flight 
Lieutenant Harold Cooper (A29-827) crashed after 
hitting treetops.  The rest of July was spent flying 
armed reconnaissance missions from Langkon to 
Mattinggong  and attacking Japanese targets in North 
Borneo. 

On 3 August Squadron personnel were in a great 
state of excitement when it was announced that the 
Japanese government had made peace overtures.  
Personnel were kept well informed of what was going 
on in this regard over the next five days. 

On 6 August the USAAF dropped a single atomic 
bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima.  Three days 
later a similar attack was made on Nagasaki.  The end 
appeared in sight for the Japanese Imperial Forces.  

The first official announcement of the cessation of 
hostilities received by the Squadron was broadcast 
from London by the British Prime Minister, Mr 
Attlee.  Mr Attlee’s speech was relayed over the 
public address system on 16 August 1945. 

On the following night, a victory party was held 
in the Airmen’s Mess, with the cost being borne by 
the Officer’s Mess.  The general mood around the 
Squadron became far more relaxed and special 
activities were organized.  For example as part of the 
First Tactical Air Forces victory celebrations, a series 
of Brunie Bay island cruises were organized on the 
27th with quite a few of the Squadron’s personnel 
taking the chance to do some sightseeing.  

On 29 August it was announced that 81 Wing 
Units, including 77 Squadron, would go to Japan as 
part of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force 
(BCOF).  Volunteers were called for, but out of the 
200 personnel in 77 Squadron, only 36 people came 
forward.  It was clear that after 30 months away from 
Australia, on five remote locations in South East 
Asia, the men wanted to go home. 

 

  
   
LAC Bruce Cotter holding 77’s first unofficial crest. 
‘The temporary CO, Flight Lieutenant Taylor, made 
enquiries as to whether there were any artists  in the 
Squadron who could contribute something to put up 
at the entrance to our camp.  This was about July 
1945 at Labuan Island.  The artist was Kurt Koehne, 
a graphic artist from Adelaide’. (B. Cotter) 
 

LAC Koehne had another claim to fame.  When 
77 Squadron played 82 Squadron in the second 
cricket match in September the highlight of the game 
was the bowling of LAC Koehne, an A grade 
cricketer from South Australia, he took a hat trick and 
obtained 5 wickets for 13 runs.  77 Squadron won the 
challenge.  (Ref: Unit History page 531) 
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77 Squadron aircrew Darwin 1942 

 

 
 
The Squadron team and Labuan headquarters 1945    
 
 

            
          

  Milne Bay 1943  (R. Cresswell) 
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Livingstone  1942  (R. Cresswell) 
 

     
     Los Negros Island 

 

 
Servicing a P40 at night               

          
77 Squadron Kittyhawks in the dispersal area of Gurney 
Strip,  Milne Bay – 1943   (R. Cresswell) 
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Kittyhawk Nose Art 
 
LAC Alan Newton (below) was responsible for the nose art on 77 Squadron Kittyhawks early in the war.    
He also designed and painted the four flag art that adorned Dick Cresswell’s Kittyhawk.  
 

     
FlgOffs A. Morrison & G. Gratton shared  
the  Kittyhawk adorned with ‘Tropo’. 

                

                 
       FlgOff J.A.T. Hodgkinson                   FlgOff J. Cox and FltLt W. Meecham 
                                      (R. Cresswell) 

                                           
          SqnLdr R. Cresswell photographed with       Grim nose art on a Kittyhawk flown 

his ‘four flag’  Kittyhawk A29-113.      by John Arthur. 
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                 1945 – 1950   MUSTANG - JAPAN 

 

Mustang A68-708 – Pohang 1950  

 
As the war with Japan was at an end, a period of 

demobilization began resulting in the fighter strength 
of the RAAF being reduced to one Wing of three 
Mustang squadrons. Eventually the RAAF would 
receive 299 American-assembled and 214 Australian-
assembled aircraft. The Mustang was an outstanding 
fighter and light attack aircraft with vastly superior 
performance to the ever-reliable P40 Kittyhawk. The 
first Mustangs entered service in early 1945. 

At the end of hostilities the Australian War 
Cabinet decided that all three Australian services 
would contribute units to the British Commonwealth 
Occupation Force (BCOF). Further, that the 
Prefecture of Hiroshima was to be the Australian area 
of operation.  

The Air Force component of the BCOF was to be 
known as the British Commonwealth Air Forces 
(BCAIR) and was to consist of the following:  
 
One Wing  -  Three RAAF Mustang Squadrons  
One Wing  -  Two RAF Spitfire Squadrons   

     -  One RNZAF Corsair Squadron  
     -  One RIAF Spitfire Squadron   

 
The Units allocated to 81 Wing  by RAAF HQ 

were Nos. 76, 77 and 82 Fighter Squadrons, 381 Base 
Squadron and 481 Maintenance Squadron. This 
resulted in a total establishment of 1,750 personnel as 
the RAAF contribution to the Occupational Force.  

No. 5 Airfield Construction Squadron (5 ACS) 
was also allotted to BCOF with the task of repairing 
the Japanese airfields in order to make them 
serviceable for BCAIR use.  

No. 81 Wing prepared to receive its first 
Mustangs at Labuan. 77 Squadron received its first 
two Mustangs (North American-built)  on 12 
September 1945 from the then disbanding No. 84 
Squadron.  
 

 
Mustang conversion courses began the following 

day for pilots who had elected to go to Japan. From 
this time on the Kittyhawks were flown by pilots who 
had elected discharge or to return to Australia.  The 
Squadron’s last Kittyhawk mission was flown on        
6 October 1945 when  two aircraft made a tactical  
reconnaissance of Sapong and Keningau. On this  
mission Japanese troops were sighted heading south 
between Keningau and Tambumen, all carrying 
heavy packs.  

The conversion from Kittyhawks to Mustang was 
expected to take two months. However, it proved to 
be a much greater task than originally thought. The 
Mustang  had a few vices which could prove more  
than a handful for the unwary pilot. The biggest 
problem was a vicious swing on take-off and landing  
due to the large torque effect of the more powerful 
Merlin engine compared to the Allison engine.  

During the initial conversion period 77 Squadron 
had more than its fair share of aircraft accidents 
although only a few of them were of a serious nature. 
The first Mustang  accident occurred on 7 October  
1945 when Flying Officer Ken Crawford (A68-711) 
crash landed his aircraft in a strong cross wind. The 
Mustang was totally written off but fortunately 
Crawford was unharmed.  

By the end of October the Squadron had two 
further landing accidents resulting in both Mustangs 
requiring substantial repairs. However, at this stage 
all pilots had been converted to the Mustang and the 
majority of the ground crew had attended conversion 
courses at No. 22 Repair and Salvage Unit. On 30 
October 1945 the Squadron had a strength of twenty 
one Mustangs and flew 220 hours for that month.  

Meanwhile the Squadron’s Kittyhawks had been 
handed over to the Repair and Salvage Unit and 
prepared for the long flight to Australia. The first 
Kittyhawks departed for No. 6 Aircraft Depot at 
Oakey, Queensland, on 11 November. They were 
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flown by pilots posted out from Nos 76, 77 and 82 
Squadrons. After active service in the Pacific arena 
they became victims of the scrap metal merchant’s 
axe.  

Throughout November the Squadron, under the 
command of Squadron Leader Russell Curtis, 
continued to work up flying hours on the new aircraft. 
Conversion flying continued with an emphasis on 
formation flying, aerobatics, engine/airframe tests 
and ground attack training. The Mustangs habit of 
swinging on take-off and landing claimed three more 
victims in as many weeks, with aircraft A68-727, 
A68-557 and A68-735 all receiving damage in 
separate incidents. 
 

 
 
BCOF Region in Japan 1950 (R.O’Neill) 
 

There was further drama at Labuan on 10 
December when a 93 Squadron Beaufighter (A8-184) 
on a communications flight swung on take-off and 
collided with two parked 77 Squadron Mustangs. The 
Beaufighter sheared the engines off A68-761 and 
A68-714 before bursting into flames. The following 
personnel were killed and funeral services took place 
at the Allied War Cemetery, Labuan: 
Group Captain Lyle Holswich - (77) CO 86 Wing 
Squadron Leader Donald Gulliver - CO 93 Squadron 
Flight Lieutenant John Harris  - SMO 93 Squadron 
Flying Officer Donald Seekamp - Navigator 93                                                        
Squadron 
LAC Donald Nash – Fitter 11A 93 Squadron 
LAC Eli Herrick – General Hand 93 Squadron 

On 20 December Squadron members went out to 
Pelong Rock Bombing Range north of Brunei Point 
expecting to collect substantial quantities of fish 
following 500lb bomb practice. However, they came 

back empty handed because the bombing ‘was too 
accurate!’  

 
Japan -Iwakuni Airstrip  

 
In mid-January 1946 the order was issued to 

commence packing for the trip to Japan. The order 
came much to the relief, and delight, of Squadron 
personnel who had become weary of continual 
delays. On the 21st  all personnel attended lectures on 
the Japanese people and their customs.  Ten days later 
a final issue of eight bottles of beer per man was 
allocated to each member before embarkation for 
Japan.  

By early February the Squadron was packed ready 
to embark for the 1,775 mile journey to Japan. The 
SS River Murrumbidgee docked on the 8th  and the 
loading of 77 Squadron’s vehicles commenced. Two 
days later the majority of the Squadron’s personnel 
boarded HMS Glengyle, a converted cargo steamer. 
Glengyle set sail the following afternoon. Conditions 
for the airmen were most uncomfortable as the  
accommodation was extremely cramped. 

In the late afternoon of 20 February 1946,  77 
Squadron personnel caught their first glimpse of the 
Japanese coast as the convoy entered Japan’s Inland 
Sea. The first thing the men noticed was the 
extremely cold climate. It was winter time and they 
had just left a tropical island in mid-summer only 
eight days earlier!  

Early on the morning of the 21st the ships 
anchored off the Japanese port of Kure and the men 
surveyed the awesome scene before them. Squadron 
member Gerry Walshe noted: “On the shore the 
former workshops of Japan’s great naval base were 
only masses of twisted metal, bombed-out wharves, 
devastated factories, and general wreckage caused by 
bombing and the resultant fires could be seen. The 
area was littered with wrecked and sunken vessels, 
battleships, cruisers, aircraft carriers..... the pride of 
the Japanese Imperial Navy lay at the bottom of the 
sea” 

77 Squadron personnel disembarked two days 
later and marched through what was left of Kure to 
the railway station where a train was waiting to take 
them south to their new base at Iwakuni. The journey 
to Iwakuni took them through the city of Hiroshima 
and here Squadron personnel saw for the first time 
the effects of the American Atomic Bomb. Gerry 
Walshe recalled:  “We saw the city of Hiroshima and 
its people – the devastation was total.  As far as the 
eye could see it was flattened.  People sat around 
with burns visible on parts of their body – old people, 
young people and children – pathetic.  I felt lost, and 
for the first time I felt for the Japanese people” 

The airfield at Iwakuni had been a Japanese Naval 
Air Station and consisted of a single concrete runway, 
a slipway for flying boats and accommodation for 
4,000 personnel. Although the majority of the 
buildings were still intact they were badly in need of 
repair. However, despite their neglected state, the 
rooms allotted to the airmen were far more 
comfortable than a tent at Labuan.  
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Meanwhile back in Labuan the pilots and rear 
party were preparing the Mustangs for the long ferry 
flight north. Base domestics facilities were limited 
due to the small number of Squadron personnel still 
at Labuan. All camp hygiene was carried out by 
Japanese POW’s. The Squadron’s diet was supple-
mented with large amounts of fish ‘caught’ by  Flight 
Lieutenant Robert Cock and Flying Officer Frederick 
Inger with the help of hand grenades and TNT. 

Due to the lack of accommodation available at the 
first re-fuelling stop to Japan (Clark Field in the 
Phillipines) the departure date for the ferry to Japan 
was being constantly deferred.  This resulted in much 
disappointment all round. 

On 4 and 5 March the pilots got as far as strapping 
into their aircraft only to be informed that the ferry 
was delayed for another day because of bad weather 
at Clark.  The other Squadrons, 76 and 82, were also 
delayed.  Finally on 11 March 1946 the first 
formation of fifteen 77 Squadron aircraft, led by 
Squadron Leader Curtis, took off for Clark Field. 

The second formation of fifteen aircraft, led by 
Flight Lieutenant Ivan Crossing, departed one hour 
later.  All aircraft arrived safely by 1300 hours on that 
day.  The ground crew travelled with the formation in 
C47 transports.  The departure from Clark Field was 
consistently delayed due to unfavourable weather.  As 
a result it was not until the 18th that the Mustangs of 
77 Squadron started out for the island of Okinawa, 
the next stop on their flight to Japan. 
 

 
 
LAC Frank Lees at the Hiroshima Bazaar March 
1946.   (F. Lees) 

 

Bofu 
 
When Iwakuni became overcrowded with the arrival 
of both the RAF and RNZAF contingents, 77 
Squadron moved to the airfield at Bofu.  In fact living 
conditions at Bofu were considerably better than at 
Iwakuni as the accommodation had steam heated 
rooms.   

The main 81 Wing ground party departed Iwakuni 
by train for the almost three  hour  trip west to Bofu 
on 16 March.  The luxury of the new accommodation 
was short-lived for some personnel, as only three 
days after moving to Bofu a fire broke out in one of 

the accommodation blocks and  quickly destroyed 
four two-storey wooden buildings.  Fortunately the 
majority of 77 Squadron personnel were quartered in 
block two, which was saved from damage. 

The Squadron’s twenty-four Mustangs departed 
Okinawa on 21 March and arrived at Bofu that same 
afternoon.  On arrival the pilots put on a good display 
of formation flying which had the local Japanese 
working in the nearby paddy fields running for cover. 

Although the ferry flight had been a resounding 
success for 77 Squadron it was not without accident.  
82 Squadron lost three Mustangs and an escorting 
Mosquito with all pilots en-route to Japan. 

The last of the Labuan rear party arrived on 2 
April by sea.  Three aircraft did not arrive from 
Okinawa until 7 April because of brake failure in 
Flying Officer McKenna’s aircraft, A68-787. 

Over the next few weeks the Squadron flew 
familiarization flights over the BCOF area of 
responsibility.  Once the pilots were familiar with the 
area, the Squadron settled down to the work at hand 
and began surveillance flights over the prefectures of 
Hiroshima, Yamaguchi, Shimane, Totlori and 
Western Shikoku. 

Pilots were to report on any concentrations of 
personnel and on the serviceability of towns, bridges 
and railway systems.  The Wing was also required to 
keep four aircraft on 30 minute standby between first 
and last light each day.  The pilots kept particular 
watch over the Inland Sea and Tsushima Strait, which 
lies between Japan and Korea, monitoring ship 
movements and checking on the smuggling of aliens 
into Japan, especially Koreans. 

In addition to maintaining surveillance over the 
Inland Sea the Squadron put a large effort into air-to-
air combat and gunnery exercises.  As part of 
maintaining operation proficiency a simulated 
maritime strike was conducted on 14 June involving 
simulated dive bombing action on HMS Bermuda.  
This exercise was conducted in conjunction with 
RAF Spitfire MK14s and Corsairs of 14 Squadron 
RNZAF. 

Unfortunately, the condition of the airstrip at Bofu 
began to deteriorate rapidly with the constant use.  By 
late June it was closed to all but operational flying.  
With the closure of the airstrip it became exceedingly 
difficult for the pilots to maintain flying standards 
until full flying training recommenced in mid-July. 

Despite these problems the Squadron began firing 
60lb T64 High Velocity Aircraft Rockets (HVAR). 
These rockets went supersonic and were an extremely 
formidable weapon. They subsequently earned the 
nickname ‘the Holy Moses’. 

During the next month, the Squadron was tasked 
with spraying DDT over all the BCOF areas. The 
insecticide was sprayed from specially-equipped 
Mustangs operating in groups of three. All flying was 
suspended between 1 and 19 September due to a lack  
of serviceable fuel. In fact the Squadron only flew a 
total of nine days for the month. 

On 29 September 1946 the Squadron was 
detached to an airfield at Miho for air-to-ground 
attack training.  Bad weather proved to be a constant 
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problem. As a result live rocket firing did not 
commence until 9 October. In total, the Squadron 
fired 665 rockets during the course with the overall 
results being of a high standard. On the 16th  an  air to 
ground gunnery programme commenced with an 
average of 70% being achieved on the first day.  

Flying Officer Bernard Peters achieved out- 
standing results with an average of 97.8%. On the 
following day fifteen sorties were flown before lunch 
when Peters was forced to land his Mustang on its 
belly due to an engine problem. This was not the first 
time that engine trouble had been experienced during 
the exercise. As a result all P51D aircraft were 
grounded. 

It was not until nine days later, after having 
removed all fuel supplied from drums out of the 
aircraft tanks and doing a spark plug change, that the 
aircraft were cleared for flight back to Bofu. 

Flying was still limited due to the harsh Japanese 
winter and a shortage of aviation gasoline. This 
resulted in only 93.4 hours being flown in December 
1946. 

1947 was welcomed with much celebration.  On  
1 January the Squadron ‘stood down owing to 
circumstances accredited to Bacchus and the advent 
of a New Year’. It is not surprising that the events 
over this period are not well recorded. A ‘Met’ report 
indicated that a ‘haze’ permeated the Station. 

With February 1947 came a  change-over period 
when many longer-serving members of the Squadron 
were posted out. Others were sent south to enjoy a 
period of leave before returning to Japan for another 
tour. The large change over of personnel resulted in 
the Squadron’s experience level dropping. This 
required training programmes  to reverse the 

situation. New pilots flew familiarisation sorties 
toward the end of the month although poor weather 
hampered training.  

In fact bad weather severely disrupted flying 
operations over the next two months as a 
consequence of frequent heavy snow storms and low 
cloud ceilings. However, the usual patrols were 
completed when the weather permitted. The 
Squadron’s flying effort for March was 100 sorties. 
During this quiet period, the Squadron had a change 
of Commanding Officer when Squadron Leader Ron 
Susans assumed command from Flight Lieutenant  
James Chenhalls on 31 March.  

The weather improved considerably during May.  
Flying training continued at a faster rate with an 
emphasis on rocket dives and formation flying.  A 
total of 340 hours was flown for the month which was  
a vast increase over previous month.  

Unfortunately, just when the weather began to 
clear strip un-serviceability again curtailed flying 
operations. This meant that only essential flying was  
carried out with a minimum of training flights in June 
1947.  

During July the Squadron was called upon to join 
a mass formation flypast over Tokyo in conjunction 
with Independence Day celebrations. The Squadron 
flew in formation with approximately 300 American 
aircraft and two Spitfire squadrons. 

From 11 July to 6 August the Squadron deployed 
to Miho for an Armament  Practice  Camp involving 
bombing,  rocketry and gunnery.    During the camp 
rocket exercises were carried out using 25lb steel, and 
both  25lb and  60lb concrete rocket heads.   Air-to-
ground  gunnery  was  executed  using  two  and  six 
machine guns respectively. 

 

   
     
77 Squadron Pilots, Bofu.  September 1947 
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Gerry Walshe  in the cockpit of A68-749 at Miho, 
August 1947 (G. Walshe) 
 

Commencing in August 1947 instrument flying 
training was conducted using a North American 
Harvard aircraft borrowed from RNZAF. On 12 
August a Yamaguchi patrol, flown by Flying Officer 
Martin and Warrant Officer  Dunbar, was unable to 
return to Bofu and were forced to land at Kochi 
airstrip.  Flight Lieutenant Tate and Warrant Officer 
Jorgensen carried out a search for the missing 
aircraft.  On returning to Bofu Flight Lieutenant Tate 
(A68-749) ran off the strip causing damage to the 
port undercarriage and mainplane of this aircraft. The 
accident was attributed to a faulty tail-wheel locking 
mechanism. 

September  was to be a busy month for the 
Squadron associated with an Army co-operation 
exercise and a major Fire Power demonstration. The 
month began on a tragic note on the 4th Flight 
Lieutenant Cyril Nissen was killed when his Mustang 
(A68-787) ran off the strip at Bofu.  Nissen had taken 
off and was executing a battle climb when his engine 
spluttered and cut. He immediately lowered his 
undercarriage and executed a dead stick landing. He 
bounced off the end of the runway into a rice field 
filled with mud. The aircraft nosed over onto its back. 
Unfortunately  by the time rescuers could reach the 
site he had drowned.  

 

 
 
A68-787 in which FltLt C. Nissen lost his life  
(G. Walshe) 
 

On the 23rd  the Squadron took part in a massive fire 
power demonstration in which all squadrons of 
BCAIR participated. The attacks were carried out on 
targets set up on an island east of Iwakuni. A total of 
84 aircraft took part with 77 Squadron supplying 
seventeen Mustangs, each carrying ten 60lb live 
rockets and 600 rounds of .5” calibre ammunition. 
The weather was perfect. The Squadron performed 
well destroying all allocated targets.  

The remainder of 1947 was spent on routine 
duties consisting of patrols and general flying. On 21 

November the Squadron participated in a large 
formation fly past over Tokyo. The fly past was in 
honour of the marriage of HRH Princess Elizabeth to 
Lieutenant Mountbatten. All the Squadron’s pilots 
assisted the ground crews in cleaning and polishing 
the Mustangs before the flypast which was judged as 
an unqualified success, both from a pilot, and 
observer point of view.  

One major thorn in the side of the Squadron 
since arrival in Japan was a lack of a suitable hard 
stand area and a hangar for the Squadron’s aircraft. 
This resulted in all Squadron level maintenance being 
performed out in the open. The problem came to a 
head in  December (winter) causing serviceability 
problems. 

Another factor which contributed to the un-
serviceability rate was the posting out for discharge 
of all experienced Squadron ground crew who had 
originally volunteered during World War II. Many of 
these people had not elected to re-enlist in the 
Permanent Air Force. Despite these obstacles the 
Squadron flew 280.25 hours during December.  

1948 bought drastic changes to the structure of 
BCAIR. Due to the poor state of the British economy 
the majority of the RAF units were withdrawn from 
the BCOF. On 26 January, Nos. 11 and 17 Spitfire 
Squadrons, RAF, ceased flying and the rundown of 
RAF personnel at Miho and Iwakuni began. On the 
same day a mass formation flypast was flown over 
Bofu to mark the event. The formation spelt out the 
letters BCOF 77 Squadron formed the letters C and F.  
 

 
 
Flight line at Bofu late 1947.  Note the Mustang 
doing a ‘beat up’ between the lines. (G.Walshe) 
 
Return to Iwakuni  

 
With the run down of the RAF units at Iwakuni it 

was decided that 81 Wing would move in to take their 
place. 77 Squadron’s aircraft were transferred to 
Iwakuni on 11 and 12 March. The ground personnel 
joining them some three days later.  

On the 24 March 1948 the Squadron carried out a 
special exercise in conjunction with the 315th 
Composite Wing USAAF. The 315th were to initiate 
a mock attack on the Tokuyama oil refinery, 
generating station and reservoir. They had been told 
that they may be intercepted over the target, but as 
the 315th had performed many of these exercises in 
the past and had never been intercepted, little heed 
was taken of the warning.  
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Accordingly, it came as a complete surprise when 
the attacking force, consisting of A26 Invaders and 
Mustangs, were intercepted by 36 No. 81 Wing 
Mustangs and four RNZAF Corsairs. More so as the 
US Airmen had no knowledge that Corsairs were in 
Japan.  

77 Squadron’s aircraft played an important part in 
the exercise which was hailed as a complete success. 
The exercise in March was followed by another in 
April when the Squadron launched a series of mock 
attacks on two USN warships. 

General training flights during the month had to 
be kept to a minimum due to the construction of a 
new airstrip at Iwakuni by No. 5 ACS.  With the 
move to Iwakuni the Squadrons’ working conditions 
had improved due to the acquisition of a hangar and 
high quality hardstand for aircraft maintenance. 
These improvements were reflected in the Squadron’s 
flying hour total of 337.35 hours for May 1948.  
 
Operation Platypus  
 

To test the efficiency, and mobility, of No. 81 
Wing, a tripartite exercise was held, involving 
amphibious landings and operations from an 
advanced landing ground. From 23 to 25 July 1948, 
the Squadron moved to the advanced landing ground 
at Takamatsu, Shikoku Island by land, sea and air. 
The equipment designated for sea transportation was 
loaded onto nine barges along with the majority of 
the Squadron personnel.  

The barges set course for a beach-head at Hoju. 
As the first two barges touched the sand, an attack 
was made by two RNZAF Corsairs of the ‘enemy’ 
force.  After unloading the barges a road convoy to 
the airfield commenced. However, the convoy was 
hampered by vehicle un-serviceability and had to be 
continually halted to enable repairs to be carried out.  
During the afternoon of the 24th  the convoy was 
‘attacked’ twice by Corsairs, although little damage 
could have resulted due to the shelter given by the 
terrain. The convoy finally reached Takamatsu the 
following day, and work began immediately on 
erecting a camp site.  

Three airlifts of personnel and equipment were 
completed on 25 July. The Squadron’s Mustangs 
departed Iwakuni at 1130 hours on the same day, and 
arrived at Takamatsu at 1200 hours. Exactly one hour 
later, the Squadron became ‘fully operational’ and 
from that time onwards the operations came thick and 
fast.  

For the following eight days 77 Squadron 
defended the area from regular attacks launched by 
the Invader bombers and dive-bombing Corsairs, as 
well as executing their attacks on ‘enemy’ warships 
and the ‘enemy’ airstrips at Bofu and Iwakuni. At the 
conclusion of the exercise the Squadron had flown a 
total of 175.45 hours, and returned to Iwakuni on 2 
August.  

Squadron personnel were shocked on 24 August 
when orders were received to stop flying  and prepare 
to disband. Ordered flying ceased forthwith and 
arrangements were made to close down the Squadron 

by 1 September.  Fortunately on 6 September word 
was received that the Squadron was to be reduced to a 
nucleus pending the arrival of replacement personnel. 
All aircraft remained in the Squadron and were flown 
only the sufficient number of hours to keep them 
serviceable.  

 

 
 
BCOF  September 1948  (RAAF) 

 
On 15 September RAAF Component BCOF was 

formed.  In addition, a decision was made to disband 
all No. 81 Wing units other than 77 Squadron. 
Although a rear party from both No. 381 Squadron 
and No. 5 ACS were to remain.   The following day 
Squadron Leader Frederick Lawrenson assumed 
command.  Two weeks later, on 29 September, the 
Squadron was tasked to function as a Japanese 
Occupation Squadron.  

77 Squadron was now directly responsible to 
Headquarters BCAIR, while the remainder of the 
RAAF component revolved around the Squadron’s 
operations.  The re-organised 77 Squadron performed 
similar tasks to those they had carried out whilst in 81 
Wing, and was soon flying the same patrols and 
undergoing the same training flights as before. 

During November and December 1948, the 
Squadron continued the armament programme that 
had been interrupted by the final parade for 14 
Squadron RNZAF. On 2 December the Squadron 
undertook live firing at a moving target. Ten details 
carried out rocket attacks on a splash target towed 
behind a Search-and-Rescue launch. The following 
day’s programme consisted of rocket attacks on an 
island target.  

It was during one of these attacks that Flight 
Lieutenant Rowland Hill (A68-802) was killed when 
his Mustang disintegrated when he pulled out of a 
dive.  All 77 Squadron Mustangs were grounded 
pending the outcome of the crash inquiry.  Flying 
recommenced  on 7 December. 

At the end of the year 77 Squadron had a 
complement of 299 personnel, forty Mustangs, two 
Dakotas, three Wirraways and two Austers making it 
the largest flying unit in the RAAF.  

In January 1949 the Japanese people went to the 
polls in a national election. From the 20th to 23rd of 
that month 77 Squadron provided six observer teams  
tasked with surveillance duties to ensure the elections 
ran smoothly and fairly. The teams visited all the 
polling booths and counting areas in the Iwakuni, 
Hongo, Kuga, Takamori and Oshima Island areas. No 
major incidents were reported.  
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During this election period the Squadron’s Auster 
V aircraft had the unusual task of dropping leaflets on 
the local towns and villages urging the population to 
vote.   It was at about this time that the activities of 
the local Communist Party began to attract the 
attention of the Occupational Forces in Japan.  

A close watch was kept on Communist activity in 
the Iwakuni area by 77 Squadron Intelligence Section 
Fears were beginning to grow that the Communists, 
supported by the North Koreans, were trying to 
infiltrate the factories in the area through the trade 
unions. 

The Squadron’s members and their families were 
treated to an interesting display of flying on 1 March 
when a visiting USAF Helicopter was put through its 
paces on the 77 Squadron tarmac. Many of the 
Squadron’s personnel had never seen a helicopter at 
close quarters before and were left  spellbound by this 
amazing machine and its capabilities; 

On 10 March 1949 Flight Lieutenant S. Park, 
Directorate of Intelligence RAAF, arrived for liaison 
duties with the 77 Squadron Intelligence Officer. As a 
consequence the Squadron found itself a participant 
in the rapidly developing Cold War between the East 
and West. 

Two pilots had lucky escapes from a mid-air 
collision on 17 March 1949. Flight Lieutenant John 
‘Bay’ Adams escaped by parachute from his damaged 
Mustang and was rescued from the sea eight miles off 
Iwakuni. The other pilot, Pilot 1 Geoffrey Thornton 
was able to fly his damaged Mustang back to base. 
 

 
 

   WgCdr G.T. Newstead – CO 77 Squadron  
 

On 24 May  Empire Day was celebrated in grand 
style. The CO, Wing Commander Newstead, led the 
RAAF component in a march through the streets of 
Tokyo with other units of BCOF. This parade was 
followed by another on 4 July to mark American 

Independence Day and reviewed by General 
MacArthur.  Personnel from 77 Squadron formed part 
of the RAAF Colour party.  It is believed this was the 
first occasion, in the history of the Royal Australian 
Air Force, that a RAAF Colour Party took part in an 
international ceremonial parade.  

In mid 1949 the flying programme was frequently 
disrupted by typhoons and the associated heavy rain 
and high winds. When flying was possible ground 
attack and air combat training was continued. On 13 
October the Squadron Wirraways began a 
photographic survey of Kure and Bofu.  

On 21 October two 500lb practice bombs were 
released onto the island target off Iwakuni,  both 
missed and exploded in the surrounding water.  When 
the Squadron launch reached the area a bountiful 
supply of dead and stunned fish were found floating 
on the surface.  The Squadron ate well that night. 

The Squadron celebrated the first anniversary of 
their reformation on 26 October by staging a 
spectacular air show after a morning ceremonial 
parade. The show provided a full display of Squadron 
flying and attack operations in a mock battle, 
followed by aerobatics and a STOL (short take off 
and landing) demonstration by the two AOP Austers. 
After the Squadron flew the 77 in formation, the day 
concluded with a fireworks display.  

In December 1949 a Far Eastern Air Force 
(FEAF) Gunnery competition was held at the USAF 
base at Yokota. Teams were provided by 8th, 18th, 
35th, 49th and 51st Fighter Groups USAF as well as 
77 Squadron. The Squadron team was Flight 
Lieutenant Adams, Flight Lieutenant Graham Strout, 
Flying Officer  Fitzsimmons and Pilot 1 Thornton.  

The team led the competition until the last day 
when skip bombing was on the programme. 
Unfortunately, skip bombing was unknown to the 
team. As a consequence 77 Squadron was placed 
second in the competition.  Flight Lieutenant  Adams 
topped the F51 individual pilots’ tally.  Noteworthy 
was the fact that the first three places in the 
competition were filled by Mustang teams then 
followed by two F80 jet fighter teams. 

On 28 February 1950, Wing Commander 
Newstead relinquished command of 77 Squadron to 
Wing Commander Lou Spence DFC, a veteran from 
No. 3 Squadron having served in the Middle East 
during World War II.  77 Squadron’s time in   
Japan appeared to be coming to an end, and it seemed 
only a matter of time before the Squadron would 
return to Australia,  a country it had not seen for eight 
years.  It was not until  May that  an order was 
received to disassemble the base and begin a wind 
down of operations in anticipation of the move. The 
last sortie was flown on 23 June 1950.   

Unfortunately Squadron personnel would have to 
wait another four years before returning home as the 
clouds of war were beginning to gather once more for 
77 Squadron.  
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     Mustangs of 77 Squadron shortly after arriving in Japan.  (G. Walshe) 
 

 
 
 

           
Ground crew prepare to fit parachute test                  A RAAF WOff supervises two Japanese labourers 
dummies to 77 Squadron Wirraway A21-745 on       as they replenish a Mustang’s drop tanks with   
6 June 1949.          DDT.  Note the spray bars behind the main under- 
           carriage units. 

 
 
 

        
A68-724  taxying with 60lb rockets during fire       Members of 77 Squadron parade to commemorate 
power demonstration September 1947.         the 1st anniversary of the Squadron’s reformation. 
(RAAF Historical) 
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1950 - 1956  mustang & meteor- KOREAN WAR 
 
 

               

                                

     Gloster Meteor Mk8

Mustang to Meteor 

                                                                                         
Following the end of  World War II the Japanese-

occupied territory of Korea was divided between the 
USA and the USSR.  After attempts to unify the 
country during the late 1940’s failed, tension began to 
build along the 38th parallel.  This was primarily due 
to the reluctance of the Soviets to take any part in 
unification proceedings. This resulted in an ‘Iron 
Curtain’ being created between the North and South.  

During 1948 the Americans sponsored the 
formation of the Republic of Korea in the region 
south of the 38th parallel.  At the same time the 
Soviets similarly sponsored the formation of the 
Korean Peoples Democratic Republic in the North.  

Each of these new states claimed to be the legal 
government of Korea.  The regime in the North 
immediately set about to bring down the South 
Korean government.  Initially this took the form of 
subversive activities and propaganda, but as time 
went on, their methods became more violent and 
threatening. 

In June 1950 the North Korean government 
presented two proposals for the amalgamation of the 
North and South Korean Assemblies.  These two 
proposals were very pro-North and were rejected 
outright by the Southern government.  On 25 June, 
five days after the rejection of the second proposal, 
the North Korean Peoples Army (NKPA) launched 
attacks at several points along the border effectively 
beginning the Korean war. 

On the morning of 25 June 77 Squadron’s  
Sergeants’ Mess received a telephone call from the 
Operations Officer, United States 5th Air Force, to 
the effect that North Korea had attacked South Korea 
and warning that the Squadron may be called upon  
to ‘help do something about it.’  

 

 
 

Two days later, the United Nations Security Council 
met and declared that the North Korean action 
constituted a breach of the peace and called on 
member nations for assistance.  The Australian 
Government advised 77 Squadron on the last day of 
June that it was to assist in ‘policing’ Korea, under 
the command of the US 5th Air Force.  
 

 
 



 

22 
 

 
Thus, 77 Squadron was to have the distinction of 

being the first Commonwealth unit to participate in 
the conflict. 

77 Squadron flew its first mission of the Korean 
War on 2 July 1950 providing air cover for USAF C-
47 transports evacuating wounded back to Japan.  
The second mission consisted of six pilots Flight 
Lieutenant Stuart ‘Brick’ Bradford, Pilot 2 Jim 
Flemming, Flight Lieutenant Gordon Harvey, Pilot 2 
William ‘Max’ Garroway, Flight Lieutenant Carlyle 
‘Nobby’ Noble and Pilot 3 Avenel Richard ‘Dick’ 
Turner, they escorted USAF B29s which bombed the 
airfield at Hamhung in North Korea.   The flight took 
off at 1230 landing back at 1815 that same day all 
with ‘very sore rear ends’. 

The task of escorting transports and bombers was 
soon discontinued due to an almost total lack of 
North Korean air activity.  At the time the North was 
only equipped with second hand Soviet Yak-9 
fighters of WWII vintage.  

The Squadron’s first ground attack mission was 
flown on 3 July 1950 when eight Mustangs, led by 
Wing Commander Lou Spence, attacked targets on 
the road between Heitaku and Suwon.  The attack 
was a resounding success. The Squadron destroyed 
two locomotives, one truck, and six other vehicles.  In 
addition, a bridge was also strafed and damaged.  

Prior to the mission, the CO had misgivings about 
the target area being in North Korean hands.  He 
rechecked the details with the 5th Air Force Control 
Centre at Itazuke only to be assured that it was a 
definite North Korean target.  However, when the 
Squadron reached the area one of the locomotives 
was seen to carry South Korean markings.  

Flight Lieutenant John “Bay” Adams radioed to 
an American Forward Air Control (FAC) aircraft 
further south and was assured that the area was in 
enemy hands.  The flight then proceeded to destroy 
the targets.  However, after the pilots returned and 
were relaxing the sickening news arrived that the 
trucks had been carrying South Korean and American 
troops of an advance battalion.  

This was a very depressing mess-up for the 
Squadron.  As a result General Partridge, Commander 
of the 5th Air Force, called personally to apologise 
and the Commanding General of the Far Eastern Air 
Forces (FEAF), General Stratemeyer, also 
apologised.  It was clear that 77 Squadron was 
blameless.  The event, however,  did have a salutary 
effect on the US system of target allocation which 
was a good thing.  

The Squadron suffered its first casualty on 7 July 
1950 when Squadron Leader Graham Strout (A68-
757) failed to return from an attack on targets of 
opportunity along the north coast of Korea.  It was 
assumed he had been shot down by ground fire.  

Because of the vast distances between the RAAF 
Station at Iwakuni, in  Japan, and targets in North 
Korea it became necessary to stage aircraft through 
the Korean airstrip of Taegu. The Mustangs would 
depart Iwakuni each morning, attack their allotted 
targets and land at Taegu for refueling and rearming.  
This arrangement also made it possible to mount a 

further attack on the North Koreans before the aircraft 
returned to Iwakuni.  

The Squadron’s maintenance personnel would 
work through the night repairing battle damage to 
prepare the Mustangs for the next day’s operations. 
The Squadron Dakota would fly maintenance 
personnel to Taegu every morning and returned them 
to Iwakuni at the end of flying each night. The 
operation worked extremely well despite its 
complexity.  

During the first month of fighting the Squadron 
flew a total of 1,337 flying hours and suffered the 
loss of one Mustang and pilot. 

At this stage the war on the ground had not been 
going well for UN Forces as the Communist advance 
south continued unchecked.  By the end of July UN 
forces had been pushed back to an area south of the 
Naktong River near the town of Pusan.  A desperate 
struggle to hold the town now began. 

In July 1950 the hard work of the Squadron was 
acknowledged when 77 Squadron was awarded the 
coveted Duke of Gloucester Cup.  The Cup is 
awarded annually to the most efficient RAAF 
Squadron.  It was presented on 15 August to the 
Squadron at Iwakuni by the Prime Minister, the Right 
Honourable R. G. Menzies, with the Chief of Air 
Staff, Air Marshall G. Jones also in attendance.  Air 
Marshall Jones also flew on to Taegu for the day to 
talk to the airmen stationed there.   

If the first month of the war had been busy the 
second month proved to be hectic.  This was due to 
the UN ground forces requiring immediate assistance 
in the form of demanding and dangerous close air 
support. 

 

 
James Flemming after destroying the first T34 
tank in the war.  (J.H. Flemming) 

 
The Squadron’s Mustangs worked with Ground 

Controllers who guided the pilots onto enemy 
positions. The controllers were situated close to the 
enemy front line to ensure accuracy. Often the ground 
controller would be out of view of the enemy,  in this 
situation an Air Controller flying a light aircraft, such 
as an Auster, would be used to direct the Mustangs 
onto the target.  

A good example of this kind of operation took 
place on 1 August 1950 when four Mustangs, led by 
Flying Officer Thomas McCrohan, were tasked to 
provide close support to the UN forces in the Chingju 
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area.  After making contact with the ground 
controller, the Mustangs were directed to attack three 
anti-aircraft gun positions.  The Mustangs carried out 
a strafing run and quickly silenced the enemy guns.  

The controller then directed the four aircraft to a 
building which housed a number of .5 inch calibre 
machine guns.  This was attacked with rockets and 
then strafed with machine gun fire. The pilots then 
turned their attention to another enemy gun position 
200 yards further west which they rocketed and 
strafed.  Before departing the Mustangs also strafed a 
number of enemy vehicles claiming five trucks and 
one tank destroyed and a further three trucks probably 
destroyed. 

As well as flying close-support missions the 
Mustangs of 77 Squadron were also directed to attack 
the enemy lines of supply and communication.  It was 
hoped that by destroying these vital targets the enemy 
would be sufficiently weakened enabling the UN 
forces under siege at Pusan to break out.  To achieve 
this aim the Mustangs carried out attacks on railways, 
bridges, roads and supply dumps during August.  The 
enemy often used railway tunnels to hide trains and 
equipment from air attack,  the tunnels drew repeated 
attacks from the rocket-armed Mustangs. 

On 9 August 1950 during an attack on a town 
suspected of harbouring enemy troops Pilot 2  Stan 
Williamson (A68-775) was hit by anti-aircraft fire.  
Williamson found that he could not lower his flaps 
for landing and crash landed his aircraft at Pohang.  
He was fortunate to walk away uninjured although his 
aircraft was written off.  

On 22 August the Squadron’s CO, Wing 
Commander Spence,  was awarded the American 
Legion of Merit for ‘outstanding leadership, devotion 
to duty and great personal courage’.  The decoration 
was the first to be awarded to a member of the 
Squadron in the Korean conflict. 

 

 
WgCdr Lou Spence receives his American Legion 
of Merit from LtGen Stratemeyer. 
 

September began tragically when, on the third, 
Pilot 3  William “Billy” Harrop (A68-753) crashed 
five miles from Taegu.  Harrop had been part of a 
four aircraft formation providing cover for USAF 
B29 bombers attacking the North Korean coastal 
town of Pyongyang.  

On 9 September worse was to come when four 
Mustangs led by the CO attacked the town of 
Angang-Ni with rockets and machine guns. The 

weather was bad with low cloud creating poor 
visibility and hazardous flying conditions.  The CO, 
in A68-809, was seen to commence a steep attacking 
dive from 700ft on to the target when he was 
apparently struck by ground fire and crashed into the 
ground,  he was killed instantly.  

Wing Commander Spence was posthumously 
awarded the American Air Medal.  On 28 January 
1951 his remains were reburied in the British 
Commonwealth Section of the UN Military Cemetery 
at Pusan. 

Wing Commander Spence was succeeded initially 
by Air Commodore Alan N. Charlesworth, Chief of 
Staff to Lieutenant General Robertson, Commander 
in Chief, British Commonwealth Occupational Force, 
Japan, and from 27 September by Group Captain 
Arthur D. Charlton, the future OC of 91 (Composite) 
Wing, until the appointment of Squadron Leader 
Cresswell on 1 November 1950. 
 

 
Mustang A68-809- the personal aircraft of Lou 
Spence and the one in which he lost his life. 

 
On 15 September  in an attempt to split the enemy 

forces in two, General MacArthur landed the 10th US 
Marine Corps at Inchon near Seoul.  Caught between 
this force and the U.S. 8th Army fighting its way up 
from Pusan, the North Koreans were at last put on the 
defensive.  The UN forces recaptured the South 
Korean capital of Seoul on 17 September.  A 
concerted effort to push the enemy back to the 
Manchurian border now began. 

During September the Squadron operations 
gradually moved north with the advancing ground 
forces. The Squadron’s aircraft repeatedly struck at 
the enemy supply lines and communications, in  
particular the North Korean rail system, which 
commanded special attention.  

The ground forces moved swiftly and by the end 
of the month, 77 Squadron Mustangs were roaming 
deep into North Korea. 

On 22 September the Squadron launched an 
armed reconnaissance mission to the North Korean 
town of Sinmak.  Eight Mustangs departed at 1125 
and proceeded to the village of Nakeong Dong where 
a suspected NKPA camp was located.  The Mustangs 
destroyed the village with napalm and strafed 
approximately 500 enemy troops with  machine gun 
fire. The pilots then turned their attention on the town 
of Sinmak, where buildings were attacked and left to 
burn.  A rail tunnel was also attacked with  rockets 
which were seen to enter the tunnel mouth and 
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explode.  The Mustangs then attacked the town’s rail 
yards where a locomotive was rocketed and four box 
cars left ablaze.  The planes returned to Iwakuni some 
three hours twenty five minutes after taking off.   

 
Pohang 
 

By the end of September 1950 UN forces crossed 
the 38th parallel.  It was decided that 77 Squadron 
would move from  Iwakuni to a Korean airfield from 
which the Mustangs could strike at North Korean 
targets without having to transit long distances. On 12 
October the Squadron relocated to Pohang (airfield 
K3), situated on the east coast of South Korea, and 
began operations against the enemy the next day.  

On 19 October  four Mustangs, led by Squadron 
Leader Cresswell,   set out from  Pohang to attack  
targets close to the North Korean capital of 
Pyongyang.  After making contact with a ground 
controller the flight of four was split into two 
sections. Two Mustangs were directed to attack an 
enemy position holding up the UN advance.   
 

 
Pohang K3 – Setting up camp October 1950  
(V. O’Brien) 
 

The second pair of Mustangs, led by Flight 
Lieutenant Ian Olorenshaw, were directed to attack a 
train approximately seven miles north of Pyongyang.  
The two aircraft divided the train in two, with 
Olorenshaw attacking the northern half and his 
wingman, Pilot 2 Eric Douglas, attacking the 
southern half.  Douglas scored a direct hit on the box 
cars of the southern half, setting them on fire, whilst 
Olorenshaw scored direct hits with napalm on the 
other half of the train.  Both sections of the train 
caught fire and the box cars, after burning for some 
time, exploded violently. The remainder of the train 
was then strafed, and the locomotive’s boiler was 
seen to explode, sending a cloud of steam some 400 
feet into the air. For his leadership and skill during 
the attack, Flight Lieutenant Olorenshaw was 
awarded the American Air Medal.  

The North Korean capital was captured on 19 
October by the advancing UN forces as they pushed 
towards the Yalu River which forms the border 
between Korea and Manchuria.  

On 20 October  No. 91 Wing was formed at 
Iwakuni and became operational on 1 November 
1950. The Wing comprised of Headquarters No. 91  
(Composite) Wing, Headquarters No. 77 (Fighter) 
Squadron, Headquarters No. 30 (Communications) 

Flight, Headquarters No. 391 (Base) Squadron and 
Headquarters No. 491 (Maintenance) Squadron. The 
Wing was placed under the operational control of the 
Commander-in-Chief United Nations Korea and the 
administrative control of the Commander-in-Chief 
BCOF.  

By the end of October it appeared that the war 
would soon be won.  The Communist Chinese, who 
until this time had been supplying the North Koreans 
with arms and equipment, entered the war in early 
November halting the UN forces before they could 
reach the border in strength. 

77 Squadron first clashed with Chinese troops on 
1 November when four of the Squadron’s Mustangs 
napalmed, rocketed and strafed a large number of 
Chinese troops who were holding up the advance of 
the 3rd Division Republic of Korea Army.  

Unfortunately, the Squadron had cause to 
remember the stay at Pohang (K3) with sadness.  On 
14 November a fire in a tent severely burned Flight 
Lieutenant Craig Kirkpatrick and Flight Lieutenant 
Victor Gray. Both pilots subsequently died in the US 
Hospital at Itazuki.  
 

Yongpo 

 

To keep as close to the front lines as possible on 
16 November 1950 the Squadron moved north to 
airfield K27 at Yonpo near Hamhung.  The move was 
supported by C119 Transport Aircraft of the USAF.  

The Chinese and North Korean forces now started 
to push the UN forces south. The Squadron’s 
Mustangs attacked the enemy transports and flew in 
close support of the embattled UN forces.  For the 
first time since the start of the conflict 77 Squadron 
was called upon to support Australian troops who 
were making a counter-attack against Chinese forces 
at Pakhon.  The Squadron’s Mustangs flew constant 
attacks against swarms of enemy tanks and vehicles 
as they moved along the roads leading from 
Manchuria, inflicting heavy casualties. 

On 24 November General MacArthur ordered the 
UN forces onto the offensive, but the situation was 
hopeless.  The 1st Division of US Marines found 
themselves surrounded by seven enemy divisions, 
and for the first time in their history were, as their 
General put it, ‘ordered to advance in another 
direction’.  

As the UN ground forces retreated back to South 
Korea, all available aircraft moved to the airfield at 
Yonpo inside the Hamhung-Hungnam defence 
perimeter. At Yonpo tension mounted as the enemy 
advanced ever closer to the airfield.  All personnel 
were ordered to carry firearms and to prepare to 
defend the base.   

Bad weather was hampering operations at snow-
bound Yonpo and the ground crews worked 
ceaselessly in sub-arctic conditions to keep Mustangs 
airworthy.  Finally, word was received to abandon the 
airfield.  On 3 December  the Squadron’s aircraft 
carried out their last mission from Yonpo.  After 
completing the mission the Mustangs landed at Pusan 
the Squadron’s new base. 
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 Gunnies at work 

 
The Squadron’s ground crews and equipment 

were hurriedly evacuated from Yonpo and 
transported to airfield K9 at Pusan by RAAF C47s.  
 

Pusan 

 

The airfield was known locally as ‘Dog Patch’ but 
senior Far East Air Force (FEAF) officers renamed it 
‘Unityville’ to reflect the spirit of UN purpose.  
Flying operations during the month were curtailed by 
saltwater contamination of the fuel supplies,  this 
problem was sorted out by 22 December 1950.  

After getting back into the air the Squadron struck 
hard at the enemy’s supply lines destroying many 
trucks, railroads and bridges. The enemy struck back 
with concentrated AA fire and many aircraft returned 
to base with tell-tale bullet holes.  

The Squadron lost its sixth pilot on 22 December 
when Sergeant Donald Ellis (A68-726) was shot 
down by ground fire whilst carrying out a 
reconnaissance mission near Pyongyang.  A week 
later Squadron Leader Cresswell had a lucky escape, 
when a bullet passed through the canopy of his 
Mustang as he strafed an enemy village.  

Despite the cold weather,  and the adversity 
experienced in the field against the North Korean 
Forces, the Squadron had an enjoyable Christmas and 
New Year celebration getting to know the American 
units at Pusan, particularly 39th and 40th Squadrons 
of the 35th Fighter Interceptor Group.  

On 4 January 1951 the Chinese armies captured 
Seoul, the South Korean capital, which had now 
changed hands for the third time.  On 6 January  the 
Squadron suffered a further casualty when Sergeant 
Geoffrey Stephens (A68-765) crashed on flat ground 
near Munsan during an armed reconnaissance sortie.  
There was no sign of enemy activity in the area and 
the cause of the crash remains a mystery.  

The Squadron was assigned an important and 
hazardous mission on 19 January  when it was 
ordered to attack the Chinese Communist Forces 
headquarters in Pyongyang.  For the first time during 
the conflict  77 would fly as a complete Squadron 
using twelve Mustangs to carry out the attack.  
 

 
Sgt H. Bessell escaped from this aircraft at Pusan 
on 3 January 1951 with a bruised shoulder. A68-
791 was scrapped. 

 
The Squadron was divided into two sections, the 

first section of six aircraft were armed with two 500lb 
GP bombs and four rockets and the second section of 
six aircraft were armed with two napalm bombs and 
four rockets.  The first section opened the attack by 
dive bombing a group of buildings, scoring four 
direct hits, four near misses and four misses. The 
second section then attacked with both napalm and 
rockets scoring four direct hits with napalm and 
numerous hits with rockets. The enemy put up a very 
heavy and accurate anti-aircraft barrage which was 
quickly silenced by the first section who strafed the 
gun positions after having made their bombing run.  

Unfortunately the enemy had already inflicted 
damage to the attacking Mustangs. The elevator of 
Pilot 3 Charles Howe’s aircraft (A68-799) was badly 
damaged.  In addition, immediately after the attack 
Flight Lieutenant Gordon Harvey (A68-772) radioed 
that his aircraft was losing power and that he was 
going to attempt to crash land.  Harvey then executed 
a successful wheels-up landing on an island in the 
frozen Taedong River northwest of the North Korean 
capital.  

On the following day a large search was carried 
out by four Mustangs in the hope that Harvey may 
have evaded capture.  The search failed to find any 
trace of him, in fact it turned out that he had been 
taken prisoner soon after landing.  

Flight Lieutenant Harvey was the first Squadron 
Pilot to fly 100 missions. After being captured he 
spent the rest of the war in appalling conditions in a 
Chinese POW camp.  He was released on 28 August 
1953.  He later commanded 77 Squadron in Malaya 
flying Avon Sabre fighters. 

In mid-January the UN retreat ended 25 miles 
south of Seoul.  Then began a slow push north to 
recapture the South Korean capital.  On 29 January 
the Squadron contributed twelve aircraft to a forty-
aircraft formation tasked with destroying enemy 
bivouac areas and villages in the Yangpyong area.  
The attack left eight villages burning fiercely and 
killed scores of enemy troops.  Another strike was 
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carried out against enemy supply dumps near 
Chuchon on 13 February and this resulted in the 
destruction of a large quantity of enemy supplies and 
vehicles. 

The following day was a black one for the 
Squadron as  two pilots failed to return from an 
aborted close support mission.  Bad weather had 
prevented a section of four Mustangs contacting their 
ground controller and a decision was made to jettison 
their napalm and return to base.  As they entered a 
cloud bank the section divided into two flights of two 
aircraft, soon after a call was heard ‘I am spinning 
and am going to bail out’. 

When the first flight broke through the cloud they 
found no sign of the other aircraft.  It was assumed  
that Warrant Officer Sinclair Squiers (A68-796) and 
Flight Lieutenant Keith Matthews (A68-812) had 
collided in mid-air.  An exhaustive search was carried 
out the following day without result.  Neither man 
was ever seen again. 

On the 26 February the Squadron’s bad luck 
continued when Sergeant Ken Royal (A68-704) was 
killed attempting to crash-land his Mustang after it 
lost oil pressure. 

Seoul was retaken by the UN forces on the 15 
March 1951.  77 Squadron continued to support the  
advancing troops.  On the day Seoul was retaken the 
Squadron attacked an enemy village, north of Kimpo, 
destroying twelve buildings. Sergeant Keith Meggs 
(A68-737)  lost oil pressure during the attack and was  
forced to execute a wheels up landing at Kimpo 
airfield.  At the time Kimpo was very close to the 
front line and it was  some time later that Meggs was 
rescued by helicopter.  

On 19 March, whilst carrying out an attack on a 
village near Wonsan, Sergeant Harold Strange (A68-
782) reported that he had been hit by flak and was 
losing oil pressure fast.  His flight leader, Pilot 
Officer Lyle Klaffer, ordered him to head east and 
bailout over Wonsan Bay.  Strange headed out to sea 
and after jettisoning his canopy bailed out of his 
crippled Mustang.  Klaffer observed Strange vacating 
his aircraft but was horrified to see him plummet into 
the water.  His parachute had failed to open.  
Although a helicopter from a nearby  USN aircraft 
carrier was quickly on the scene it advised  there was 
no sighting of Strange.  
       On 23 March the Squadron participated in the 
largest parachute operation of the Korean war code 
named ‘Operation Tomahawk’.  Eight Mustangs from 
the Squadron escorted 120 USAF transport aircraft 
over the Munsanni area.  They then helped destroy 
any opposition from the enemy forces on the ground. 
UN forces finally crossed the 38th Parallel, for the 
second time, on the last day of March.  

The last few months had taken quite a toll on the 
Squadron.  Accordingly it was with some relief that, 
on 4 April, the Squadron received the news that it 
was to withdraw to Iwakuni to begin converting onto 
the long-awaited Gloster Meteor jet fighter. 

The Squadron flew its last operational Mustang 
sortie on 6 April 1951 when four aircraft had to abort 
an attack on a North Korean road due to bad weather.   

 
The last of the Squadron’s Mustangs departs the 
flight line  at Ikakuni.   (AWM) 
 

The Squadron moved to Japan the following day 
and prepared to convert onto the new aircraft.  

The Squadron suffered its last Mustang casualty 
when Sergeant Roy Robson (A68-125) crashed and 
lost his life at Matsuyama on the west coast of 
Shikoku Island on 17 April during a night navigation 
exercise.  

The value of 77 Squadron’s contribution to the 
war is evident from the decorations conferred after 
returning to Iwakuni.  The decorations included: 

A bar to Wing Commander Spence’s DFC,  
DFCs awarded to Flight Lieutenants J. Adams,  
S. Bradford, C.R. Noble, W.C. Horsman and  
K.D. McLeod, and  
AFMs awarded to Warrant Officer  B. Nicolls and    
Flying Officer G. Thornton DFM.  
 

    In addition the American awards conferred on the 
Squadron totaled one American Legion of Merit, 
thirteen DFCs and forty-eight Air Medals. 
 
The Gloster Meteor Mk8 

 

 
Gloster Meteors on the deck of HMS Warrior. 

 
On 24 February 1951, the light aircraft carrier 

HMS Warrior arrived off Iwakuni with fifteen 
Gloster Meteor MK 8 jet fighters and two Meteor 
MK 7 two-seat jet trainers on her deck. The aircraft 
were offloaded and  transported to RAAF Station 
Iwakuni where they were prepared for flight.  

Four experienced Royal Air Force Meteor pilots 
led by Flight Lieutenant Max Scannell were attached  
to 77 Squadron to test-fly the new aircraft and to 
convert the Australian pilots onto the aircraft.  The  
first RAAF pilot to convert to the new jet was 
Squadron Leader  Cresswell.   Flying a jet aircraft 
was not new to him as he had completed a jet 
conversion course on the F80 Shooting Star with the 
USAF during the previous January. The remaining 
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twenty Meteor MK 8 fighters arrived on the 23 
March.  One aircraft was lost en-route between 
England and Singapore. 

On 5 May  77 Squadron’s conversion to Meteors 
began in earnest when a programme of lectures got 
under way for both air and ground crew.  Due to a 
lack of two-seat Meteor trainers, the two aircraft the 
Squadron did possess were forced to fly constantly to 
keep up with the hectic pace of the conversion course. 

 
 

 
Pusan - February 1951.  L to R  Cpl Ron Hulm   
Cpl Jim Sabian, Cpl Dinny O’Brien & LAC Bill 
Butler. Background buildings USAF Cookhouse 

and airmen’s messing facility. (V. O’Brien) 
 

On 7 May the Squadron lost its first Meteor when 
Sergeant Henry Bessell (A77-735) got lost in bad 
weather and ran out of fuel off Iwakuni.  Bessel 
managed to ditch the Meteor into the sea and paddle 
ashore in an inflatable dinghy.  The wreckage of the 
aircraft was raised by floating crane the following day 
and taken back to Iwakuni where it was scrapped.  

In early May an F86 Sabre from the USAF was 
detached to Iwakuni to fly a series of performance 
comparison tests with the Meteor in order to help 
determine which role the Meteor was best suited for, 
ground attack or interceptor.  After two days of 
testing, it was concluded that the Meteor had a 
superior rate of climb and rate of turn but was slower 
than the Sabre.  Unfortunately, the Meteor had also 
shown one major performance fault in that it lacked 
manoeuverability at high altitude.  

An argument erupted between the Australians and 
the Americans as to how the new aircraft should be 
employed.  Cresswell and Scannell arguing that 
although the  Meteor  had obvious draw backs it 
should be used as an interceptor.  After discussing the 
matter with US 5th Air Force Headquarters, it was 
decided to try out the Meteor as an interceptor. 

On 2 June 1951 the Squadron was ordered back to 
Korea,  however, the move was delayed because the 
USAF insisted that the Meteors be fitted with a radio 
compass before being allowed to fly in Korea.  

On 14 June a freak accident left the Squadron’s 
engineering staff puzzled.  Sergeant Tom Stoney had 
just taken off in WA944 (the aircraft had yet to 
acquire a RAAF serial number) to conduct an 
acceptance test flight.  A few minutes after take off 
the ground crew observed Stoney descending by 

parachute with the Meteor flying circles around him. 
The aircraft flew around him five times, at one stage 
coming to within twenty feet of him before crashing 
into a hill side.  

Stoney landed safely but when quizzed about the 
reason for ejection claimed that he had not ejected 
from the aircraft but that the ejection seat had gone 
off of its own accord.  One minute he had been 
leisurely flying along and a few seconds later he had 
found himself hanging from his parachute.  The seat 
was found a few miles from the main aircraft 
wreckage but after careful inspection no reason for 
the automatic ejection could be found.  
 

 
Engine repairs being carried out at Iwakuni 
shortly before the Squadron departed for Korea 
(RAAF) 

 

Kimpo 

 
At the end of July 1951 the Squadron returned to 

Korea and settled in at airfield K14 at Kimpo north of 
Seoul.  The move was effected by C47s of the RAAF 
30th Transport Unit, and C119s and C54s of the 
USAF.  The area was a sea of mud as July was the 
middle of the Korean wet season and as a result, 
living conditions were very uncomfortable.  The 
airfield was shared with the USAF 8th Fighter Wing 
who were responsible for providing the Australians 
with meals and base facilities.  

The Squadron flew its first operational jet mission 
on Sunday 30 July when sixteen Meteors were tasked 
to carry out a fighter sweep in the vicinity of the Yalu 
River.  At  K14 the Squadron had to produce eighteen 
operational aircraft each morning and evening and as 
a result the ground crews worked long hours to keep 
the sixteen aircraft with two spares on line.  

77 Squadron suffered its first casualties since 
converting to jet aircraft on 22 August when two 
aircraft were involved in a mid-air collision. A 
section of twelve Meteors were returning from a 
fighter sweep and had initiated a change from battle 
formation to line astern when Sergeant Reg Lamb 
(A77-354), a RAF exchange pilot, collided with 
Sergeant Ronald Mitchell (A77-128).  Both aircraft 
crashed eight miles north of Kimpo killing both 
pilots. 

The entry of China into the war resulted in a 
complete change in the status of the Communist’s air 
power.  The Chinese introduced a high performance  
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jet fighter to the theatre in the form of the MiG-15.  
The MiG-15 had a performance equal to, and in some 
cases, better than the Sabre at high altitude although it 
had a tendency to enter a spin if not manoeuvred 
carefully at medium altitudes.  

Against the MiG the Meteor, if caught at altitude, 
did not stand a chance.  Up until this point the fighter 
sweeps carried out by 77 Squadron had yet to 
confront the MiG-15 in combat. The Squadron pilots 
were starting to become restless at the lack of 
opposition. 

The first encounter with the Communist jets 
finally came on 25 August when eight aircraft, 
providing cover for a USAF RF80 reconnaissance jet, 
sighted four MiGs on patrol. Flight Lieutenant 
Scannell fired at one of the enemy jets at extreme 
range but was unable to claim any hits.  The MiGs 
flew back across the Yalu River where it was 
forbidden for UN aircraft to fly.  

Four days later the Squadron had their second 
chance to fight it out with MiG-15s,  however, the 
odds were stacked heavily against the Australians.  
Eight Meteors, led by Squadron Leader Dick Wilson 
(an ex WWII CO of 77 Squadron and father of a 
future CO of 77 Squadron), were carrying out a 
routine fighter sweep near Chongju when they were 
attacked by over 30 MiGs.  

Squadron Leader Wilson put his aircraft into a 
dive and was able to position himself behind one of 
the enemy jets.  He had just opened fire on the enemy 
aircraft when his Meteor (A77-616) was hit by 
cannon fire from both above and below.  Wilson 
broke off the engagement and nursed his damaged 
Meteor home where it was found that his port aileron 
had been almost shot away and another round had 
entered the rear fuselage, ricocheted across the top of 
the radio compass and entered the rear main fuel tank.  

At the end of the battle it was also discovered that 
Warrant Officer Ron Guthrie (A77-72I) was missing.  
Although no one had sighted him going down, an 
American flying a Sabre at low level reported seeing 
an aircraft spiraling down on fire and a parachute 
descending. Guthrie was captured and interned as a 
POW for the next two years.  

 

 
WOff Guthrie in the cockpit of A77-721, the 
aircraft he was flying when he was shot down. 
(RAAF) 
 

Squadron Leader Wilson had another lucky 
escape on 9 September when a 20mm armour 

piercing round hit his cockpit.  Wilson had been 
attacking ground targets near Pyongyang when his 
aircraft came under severe anti-aircraft fire.  On 
return to Kimpo it was found that the round had 
entered the cockpit just below the windscreen before 
breaking up, injuring Wilson in the arm and shoulder.  
Not surprisingly, the Squadron Medical Officer had 
great trouble keeping him on the ground for the 
following four weeks. 
 
 

 
SqnLdr Wilson walks from his aircraft after 
inspecting the damage.  (77 Squadron) 
 

The Squadron, now under the command of Wing 
Commander Gordon Steege, had another inconclusive 
battle with enemy MiGs on 26 September 1951  a 
formation of twelve Meteors engaged a large number 
of MiGs over Anju.  The MiGs dived through the 
Australian formation scoring hits on Meteor A77-949 
before the pilot, Flight Sergeant Donald Armit, had a 
chance to break.   

As the dog-fight continued another two MiGs 
dived through the Meteor formation. The leading 
MiG broke for the safety of Yalu River but his 
wingman broke in the opposite direction and into the 
Meteor’s sights.  Flight Lieutenant Cedric Thomas 
headed the MiG off as it tried to turn back towards 
the Yalu forcing it further south.  Finally the MiG 
pilot, made his escape by turning into the sun,  
however, it was considered doubtful that he had 
enough fuel to make it back to his base.  

Flight Lieutenant Ralph Dawson managed to fire 
two long bursts of cannon fire into one of the MiG’s 
wings.  Several pilots claimed that they saw fuel 
streaming back from the MiG as Dawson’s cannon 
rounds impacted into the enemy aircraft.  
Subsequently Dawson was credited with probably 
damaging the MiG.  This was the Squadron’s first 
successful jet combat claim. 

During this period the airfield at Kimpo received 
a number of nuisance raids from enemy light aircraft.   
The raids were carried out by a lone single engine 
aircraft,  such as a Polikarpov PO-2 biplane trainer, 
armed with a couple of small fragmentation bombs. 
This type of raid was common at night during a full 
moon period. These raiders were nick-named ‘Bed 
Check Charlie’. 

During one raid on 23 September 1951 Meteor 
A77-510, which had been parked near some USAF 
Sabres received minor shrapnel damage when a bomb 
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exploded nearby,  however, on the average very little 
damage resulted from these raids.  

New messing arrangements were set up on 20 
October utilizing facilities provided by the 67th 
(Tactical Reconnaissance) Wing USAF,  also during 
the month, Group Captain Anthony Carr AFC took 
over as OC 91 Wing.  

On 1 November 1951 the Squadron was awarded 
a Korean Presidential Unit Citation for 
“Exceptionally meritorious service and heroism”. 
Seven days later an announcement was made that 
Squadron Leader Wilson had been awarded the  
British Distinguished Flying Cross. 
 

 
Armourers prepare 60lb HE rockets for fitment to  
Meteors at Kimpo.  (RAAF) 
 

 On 11 November the Squadron was returning 
from an aborted fighter sweep along ‘MiG Alley’, 
when Sergeant Douglas Robertson (A77-959) 
suddenly broke formation and collided with A77-587 
flown by Flying Officer Ken Blight.  Robertson was 
killed when his aircraft crashed.  Although Blight’s 
Meteor had lost four feet off the port wing and was 
almost unmanageable he managed to reach the base 
area by using full port engine power and applying full 
left rudder,  however, because the aircraft could not 
be controlled under 180 knots, he ejected.  Blight’s 
aircraft crashed in a nearby paddy field killing a 
young Korean farmer.  

 

 
FlgOff Ken Blight 1951. (RAAF) 
 

77 Squadron finally achieved its first confirmed 
MiG-15 ‘kill’ on 1 December  when twelve Meteors 
were engaged by over fifty MiGs in an epic dogfight 
over Pyongyang.  In the opening attack two Meteors 
were damaged with one, A77-559, flown by Flight 

Sergeant Bill Middlemiss, being forced to return to 
Kimpo.  

Flying Officer Bruce Gogerly (A77-17) latched 
onto the tail of one of the enemy jets and watched as 
his cannon fire sent pieces flying from the MiG’s 
fuselage sending it crashing to the ground in a ball of 
flame.  Several other Meteor pilots managed to get in 
shots at  another MiG which was seen to crash into 
the ground.  The Squadron was credited with the kill 
as in the confusion of the battle it was not certain who 
had shot it down.  

 A radio check at this stage was answered by all 
the pilots in the formation.  About ten minutes later 
when the order was given to break contact and head 
for home, three Meteors were found to be missing.  It 
is assumed that the pilots were taken by surprise as 
they turned for home.   Of the three pilots two were 
captured after ejecting, Sergeant Bruce Thompson 
(A77-29) and Sergeant Vance Drummond (A77-251).  
The other pilot, Flight Sergeant Armit (A77-949) was 
killed.  The Squadron had a MiG kill but had paid a 
high price. 
 

 
FlgOff Bruce Gogerly after shooting down the 
Squadron’s first MiG.  (RAAF) 
 

With the arrival of a second USAF Sabre Wing to 
the area it was apparent that the Meteor’s role would 
change. The air battle of 1 December  with the loss of 
three Meteors showed the superiority of the Russian 
fighter and that it would be foolish to continue using 
the Meteor on fighter sweeps into ‘MiG Alley’.  A 
song often sung in the Squadron at the time, summed 
up the situation aptly, ‘all I want for Christmas is my 
wings swept back’.  In January 1952 the Squadron 
was assigned the role of area and airfield defence for 
both Kimpo and Suwon leaving the Sabres to patrol 
the skies over North Korea. 

During January  the Squadron switched to ground 
attack. In this role the Meteor was able to find its 
niche in the Korean conflict.  The Squadron flew its 
first ground attack sortie on 8 January when four 
Meteors rocketed a water tower near a Communist 
held town.  

Ground attack missions required the Meteors to 
operate over hostile territory at low level.  The 
accuracy of enemy anti-aircraft weapons was soon 
realised when two of the four aircraft on the first 
mission were hit by light flak. 

Flight Lieutenant Val Turner had a lucky escape 
from serious injury on 24 January when his aircraft, 
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(A77-741) suffered an engine failure and crashed 
whilst turning to make its landing approach,  although 
the Meteor was totally written off Turner managed to 
escape with only minor injuries. 

27 January was a sad day as the Squadron lost two 
pilots within an hour of each other.  Two sections of  

 

 
Sgt Vance Drummond shortly before becoming a 
POW. WgCdr Drummond was killed in May 1967 
whilst flying Mirage A3-77. 

 
 six Meteors attacked enemy positions in the Haeju 
area.  The weather was atrocious, ten tenths cloud, a 
ceiling of 2500 feet and light snow.  During a strafing 
run Flight Lieutenant Mark Browne-Gaylord (A77-
559) was hit by light flak which knocked out his air 
speed indicator and altimeter.  The leader of the 
flight, Flight Lieutenant William Bennett, attempted 
to inform Browne-Gaylord of his correct height but 
received no reply and it is assumed that he crashed 
into rugged terrain inland from Haeju.  

Less than an hour later, Sergeant Bruce Gillan 
(A77-726) was hit by flak in the starboard wing while 
strafing an enemy water tower.  Gillan probably 
ejected from his crippled jet, although no parachute 
was seen by his wing man, and it remains a mystery 
as to how he met his death.  

Accurate enemy anti-aircraft fire was becoming a 
major problem for the Squadron pilots.  On 6 
February anti-aircraft fire claimed another Meteor, 
A77-616, flown by Flight Lieutenant John Hannan.  
A large search was launched as Hannan had been 
seen to parachute safely to the ground, on landing 
into white snow he became invisible to the pilots 
overhead.  Hannan was captured by the North 
Koreans and spent the rest of the war in a POW 
camp.  One of the searching pilots, Flying Officer 
Richard Wittman (A77-744), had a lucky escape 

when an enemy .25 calibre  bullet  passed through the 
aircraft’s seat without touching him.  

Ten days later Sergeant Richard ‘Dick’ Robinson 
(A77-31), who was flying his 38th mission with the 
Squadron,  crashed as a result of enemy ground fire 
whilst on a rocket mission.  The Meteor crashed 
without him being seen to eject. 

The Squadron pilots found that the accuracy of 
conventional bombing in the mountainous Korean 
terrain left something to be desired.  As a 
consequence they had a preference for the air-to-
ground rocket as the weapon of choice.  Late in 1951 
the RAAF developed a new type of air-to-ground 
rocket containing napalm.  It was known as the 
‘Flaming Onion’.  After trials at Williamtown and 
preliminary testing in Korea the first weapons arrived 
in February 1952.  

The Americans showed considerable interest in 
the new weapon,  accordingly, when the napalm 
rocket was first used in combat the USAF provided 
an RF80 reconnaissance aircraft to record the results 
on film for later analysis.  This occurred on 8 
February when the Squadron’s new CO, Wing 
Commander Ron Susans, led four Meteors armed 
with the new rocket in an attack on several buildings.  
The result was that 75% of  the rockets scored hits on 
the targets resulting in numerous fires.  

The new weapon was to prove extremely useful 
against enemy vehicle convoys and troop 
concentrations and it soon became the standard 
under-wing weapon carried by RAAF Meteors. Each 
aircraft was capable of carrying eight napalm rockets.  

During the next few months the Squadron 
continued to fly demanding ground attack missions as 
well as area defence patrols,  unfortunately  two more 
pilots were lost during March.  Sergeant Ian Cranston 
(A77-920) and Sergeant Lionel Cowper (A77-l20).  
Both failed to return from ground attack sorties.  An 
indication of how hectic March was is shown in the 
Squadron’s operations sheets as 1,007 individual 
sorties were flown. 

 

 
 The American view of a Meteor (source unknown) 

 
On 13 April, Easter Sunday, Sergeant Max 

Colebrook (A77-627) was hit by enemy fire while 
strafing a suspected gun position.  He radioed he was 
“OK” after jettisoning his ventral tank and was 
heading for home but  nothing more was heard or 
seen of him.  On 22 April 1952  Flight Lieutenant Ian 
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     WgCdr Gordon Steege walks from his  
     aircraft after a combat sortie late in 1951. 
 
Purssey (A77-189) was hit by intense and accurate  
light automatic fire during a ground attack mission 
and, although the ejection seat was seen to leave the 
aircraft, nothing was seen of the parachute and the 
aircraft crashed into the water south of the town of 
Chinnampo.   

The Communist ground forces soon began to 
feel the effects of the continuous attacks on their 
supply lines.  By early May they  began to send MiGs 
south in the hope of intercepting the raiders before 
they could reach their targets, so once more the 
Meteors were to clash with the MiGs. 

 

 
Awaiting ‘birds’ return.   (L. Dufty) 
 

On 4 May 1952 a patrol of two Meteors sighted a 
flight of nine MiG-15s south-west of Pyongyang.  
The MiGs immediately launched an attack,  but on 
this occasion the odds lay with the Meteors as the 
MiGs were forced to fight at low altitude thus 
negating their high altitude performance advantage.  

A MiG latched itself on to Sergeant Edward 
Myers’ tail but was quickly shaken off. This enabled 

his number two, Pilot Officer John Surman, to fire 
two bursts of cannon fire into the MiG.  The 
starboard tail plane and the starboard side of the 
MiG’s exhaust port were seen to disintegrate in a 
flash of flame.  Surman was credited with probably 
having destroyed the aircraft as neither Australian 
saw the MiG impact the ground.  
 

 
Officers’ Snack Bar made from the fuselage of a 
USAF Flying Boxcar. 

 
Four days later,  in the same area,  a flight of four 

Meteors were intercepted by two MiGs.  Once again 
the Meteors had a height advantage.  This enabled 
Pilot Officer Bill Simmonds (A77-385) to make a 
firing pass on one of the enemy jets.  The MiG 
entered an uncontrollable spin and the pilot was seen 
to bail out.  This was the Squadron’s ninth MiG 
claim.  

The Squadron continued to suffer great losses 
with Pilot Officer Donald Robertson (A77-372) was 
lost on 15 May whilst on a rocket mission.  It was 
believed that the aircraft was hit by enemy ground 
fire whilst in a dive and exploded on contact with the 
ground.   In July Sergeant Kenneth Smith (A77-393) 
struck a small hill after making a strafing run whilst 
on an armed reconnaissance mission, his aircraft was 
seen to burst into flames and disintegrate.  Flight 
Lieutenant Lance Haslope (A77-953) crashed during 
take-off on a rocket mission on 5 August and was 
killed instantly.     

On the afternoon of 1 September A77-704, 
accompanied by A77-728, departed in formation 
from Iwakuni  enroute for K14 Korea on a ferry 
flight.  The aircraft became separated in heavy 
turbulent cloud, both being thrown out of control.  
A77-704  crashed off the Japanese coast killing both 
the pilot,  Pilot Officer Allen Avery and the 
passenger, Squadron engineer  Flight Lieutenant 
Henry Johnston. The other Meteor flown by Flying 
Officer Randall Green returned to Iwakuni severely 
damaged by hail and turbulence. 

The MiG pilots gained their revenge on the 2 
October when Flying Officer Oliver “Jimmy” 
Cruickshank, a RAF exchange pilot, was shot down 
in a surprise attack. A flight of four Meteors had 
carried out a successful rocket strike and were 
returning to Kimpo when two MiGs jumped them 
from the 8 o’clock position. 

Sergeant Ken Murray received a 37mm hit in the   
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port tail pipe during the MiGs’ first pass.  He later 
observed Cruickshank bailing out of A77-436 over 
Cho’do. Unfortunately, Cruickshank’s parachute 
failed to open and he fell into the sea with no chance 
of survival.  

The Squadron returned to the fighter sweep role 
on 13 October 1952 to set a record for any fighter 
unit of its size operating in Korea.  The Squadron 
flew a total of 80 sorties in one day with only twenty-
two serviceable aircraft. 

 

 
Kimpo – All hands clearing snow and ice  
(R. Littley) 

 
At this time, with the onset of the Korean winter, 

the Squadron’s maintenance personnel once again 
found their task increasingly more difficult.  Sub-zero 
temperatures meant that fitters had to work with their 
gloves on at all times as removing them for more than 
a few moments would invariably lead to frost bite, 
this made delicate operations all but impossible.  

Thick snow had to be removed from the Meteors 
before dawn each morning which proved to be a most 
unpopular duty. It is a credit to the fitters that even 
under these conditions the aircrew were always 
provided with enough serviceable aircraft to enable 
them to fly 688 sorties in December.  

Flight Lieutenant Frederick  Lawrenson (A77-
852) was hit by ground fire on 24 December resulting  
in his starboard wing exploding and the aircraft 
crashing.   He was not seen to eject. 

On 20 January, 1953 Wing Commander Jack 
‘Congo” Kinninmont handed command to Wing 
Commander John Hubble AFC.  Flying during the 
month was disrupted by continual bad weather 
although a few successful strikes were carried out 
with a total of 50 enemy trucks and 48 buildings 
destroyed.  The Squadron lost one pilot during the 
period.  RAF pilot Flying Officer Francis “Bertie” 
Booth (A77-l5) failed to return from an attack on two 
trains hidden in railway tunnels.  

On 11 February Flight Sergeant John Halley 
(A77-46) failed to return from an armed 
reconnaissance mission  and was posted ‘Missing, 
believed killed’.   Less than a month later Squadron 
Leader Don Hillier (A77-343) failed to return from an 
armed reconnaissance mission and although extensive 
searches were carried out by other pilots, no trace of 
his aircraft or parachute could be found. 

 
WgCdr John Hubble at the controls of his Meteor. 
(RAAF) 

 
On 16 March the Squadron carried out what was 

arguably its most successful mission of the Korean 
War.  An enemy convoy of approximately 150 trucks 
was destroyed.  The convoy was first sealed at both 
ends preventing escape.  The Meteors then ran up and 
down the convoy length rocketing and strafing.  

Realizing the enormity of the job at hand the 
Squadron requested USAF assistance.  After six 
hours the convoy was left in tatters.  77 Squadron 
alone accounted for the destruction of at least twenty-
four vehicles and damage to an additional 74.  The 
Meteors also strafed thirty-five troop billets, ten 
supply stacks and two buildings.  A message of 
congratulations was received from the Commanding 
General Far East Air Forces and as a result the morale 
of the Squadron soared to new heights. 

 

 
FltLt P. Middleton is marshaled onto the chocks 
by LAC Donald at the completion of a sortie. 
(RAAF) 
 

Sergeant Peter Chalmers (A77-163) lost his life on 26 
March when his aircraft was hit by ground fire and 
seen to crash and explode after an attack on a truck.    

Also during the month the Meteors had their last 
contact with MiG-15s.  On the 27 March a flight of 
four Meteors on an armed reconnaissance mission 
spotted a MiG chasing two USAF F80 Shooting Star 
jets.  Two more MiGs appeared as the Meteors 
approached,  in the engagement Sergeant Dave Irlam 
(A77-446) received a major hit and had to break 
contact to nurse his jet back to Kimpo.  

Meanwhile, Sergeant George Hale (A77-851), 
fired a high explosive air-to-ground rocket between 
the two MiGs before engaging them with his 
cannons.  Hale was credited with having probably 
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A77-728 with 16 HE rockets under its wings. These double-sided rocket rails were in short supply 
and were only fitted to a few aircraft (RAAF) 

 
shot down one of the MiGs, damaging another, and 
definitely scaring the daylights out of the two Chinese 
pilots. 

The following day Flying Officer ‘Taffy’ Rosser, 
RAF, (A77-858) lost contact after an attack on 
camouflaged trucks, the remaining pilot circled the 
area but could not see any sign of Rosser or his 
aircraft. 

Pilot Officer Roger ‘Tube’ James (RAF) lost his 
life on 7 April also as a result of anti-aircraft fire.  At 
this time Sergeant Ken Murray was posted back to 
Australia having set a record by flying a total of 333 
sorties during his two tours with the Squadron. 

Due to the effectiveness of the UN Air Forces 
attacks on the Communist supply lines, the enemy 
was forced to undertake most of its troop movements 
and re-supplying under cover of darkness.  As a 
consequence of this situation during the northern 
spring of 1953 the Squadron began night armed 
reconnaissance missions against enemy supply routes 
in the Pyongyang and Wonsan areas.  These missions 
were normally carried out by a lone Meteor under the 
guidance of a ground controller.  Although many 
attacks were made it was hard to judge their 
effectiveness,  but it was considered that the dis- 
ruption to enemy communications caused by the 
presence of the Meteors made the project worthwhile.  

 On 26 April 1953 Squadron Leader  Cresswell 
returned to the Squadron on temporary flying duty.  
During his two week stay at Kimpo he flew five 
combat Meteor sorties as well as numerous sorties 
with the USAF fighter units.  He later stated that he 
was extremely impressed with the Meteors ground-
attack capabilities. 

Aircraft A77-856 flown by Flying Officer Jim 
Dollittle  (RAF) on 17 May failed to pull out of a dive  
after releasing rockets and the aircraft was observed 
burning on the side of a small hill near the target area.   

 

 
On 18 May, 1953 the Squadron again proved its 

mettle by completing an extremely successful rocket 
strike against an enemy  troop concentration housed  
in 51  buildings  north-east of  Chinnampo.   Sixteen 
Meteors   attacked  the  village  firing  125 napalm 
rockets into the target area despite heavy anti-aircraft 
fire.  All the buildings were destroyed for no loss.  

The Squadron continued to fly interdiction 
missions during the next two months,  however, with 
the arrival of the wet season bad weather stopped 
flying completely.  For example during June twelve 
days flying were lost due to adverse weather resulting  
in only 462 sorties being flown compared to the May 
total of 800 sorties. 
 

 
FlgOff Jim Dollittle (RAF), FltLt L. Rasmussen and 
Sgt. Jake Newham -  May 1953. (J. Newham) 
 

Unfortunately, June brought an increase in 
casualties.  On 11 June  Sergeant Desmond Nolan 
(A77-134) was killed when his aircraft disintegrated 
while recovering from a barrel roll and dive.  Two 
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days later, during an attack on a cable repeater 
station, Sergeant Bill Monaghan (A77-415) was hit 
by flak and was forced to attempt a wheels-down 
landing on a friendly island.  Monaghan headed his 
crippled jet out to sea on one engine and carried out a 
very successful emergency landing causing no injury 
to himself and only minor damage to his aircraft.  The 
Meteor was recovered, repaired and put back into the 
air again within a few days. 

The Squadron broke their own sortie record on 15 
June by flying 88 sorties in the one day for 90 hours 
and five minutes of flying time.  Most of this effort 
was expended on enemy troop concentrations with 
224 rockets being fired, destroying numerous 
vehicles, revetments and an enemy command post.  
The only 77 Squadron casualty sustained during the 
raid was Sergeant Don Pinkstone (A77-982) who was 
hit by anti-aircraft fire when attacking an enemy 
vehicle and was forced to bailout of his stricken jet.  
He parachuted to safely, landing successfully in a 
nearby rice paddy.  Other members of his flight saw 
Pinkstone fold up his parachute and run for the cover 
of some high ground near a small village.  A rescue 
helicopter was called in but was forced away from the 
downed pilot by intense enemy ground fire, leaving 
Pinkstone to be captured and interned as a prisoner of 
war.  

22 June 1953 saw another successful ejection 
when RAF Flying Officer John Coleman (A77-415) 
was hit by ground fire but managed to bring the 
aircraft back to friendly lines and bailed out at 15000 
feet.  Coleman was picked up by helicopter.   

Squadron Leader Len McGlinchey was killed 
instantly on 16 July when his aircraft (A77-860) 
crashed and burned on takeoff.   He had been detailed 
to participate as number four, in a section of four, in a 
rocket strike over North Korea. 
 

 
SqnLdr Len McGlinchey. 

 
During the past year the war on the ground had 

stagnated into a stalemate with neither side being able 
to gain the upper hand.  The UN Air Forces had 
definite air superiority but this alone could not win 
the war.  The Korean War was formally ended at 
1001 hours on 27 July 1953 when delegates from 

both sides signed an armistice at Panmunjom, with a 
cease fire commencing shortly afterwards.  

The contribution made by 77 Squadron during the 
three years of the Korean War is totally out of 
proportion to that which might be expected from a 
unit of its size.  During the war the Squadron flew a 
total of 18,872 sorties, comprising of 3,872 Mustang 
and 15,000 Meteor flights.  The Squadron lost 41 
personnel killed (this figure includes RAF pilots), all 
but two being due to an aircraft-related incident, and 
seven pilots captured.  
 

 
LAC Basil Clark receiving advice from Sgt Bill 

Murphy.  Both men were photographers in Korea. 
(B. Clark) 
 

The Squadron was credited with destroying 3,700 
buildings, 1,500 vehicles, sixteen bridges, twenty 
locomotives, sixty-five railway carriages and an 
unknown number of enemy personnel.  The 
outstanding results achieved by 77 Squadron, 
evidently much higher than usual for a single 
squadron, would not have been possible without the 
support provided by 391 Base Squadron and 491 
Maintenance Squadron.  

The level of technical support was outstanding, 
resulting in close to 100% serviceability for the 
Mustangs and Meteors.  To achieve this, maintenance 
crews often worked up to sixteen hours per day under 
extremely harsh, and often wet, conditions.  

After the Armistice Agreement was signed, 77 
Squadron stayed on in Korea helping to maintain the 
United Nations presence. 

 
Kunsan 

 
In March 1954 the Squadron moved to a new base 

at Kunsan the move was supervised by Flight 
Lieutenant Alan Royston (Intelligence Officer) and 
the CO was Wing Commander Doug Beattie.   The 
OC Flying was Squadron Leader Cliff ‘Squizzy’ 
Fivash, Flight Commanders were Flight Lieutenants 
Noel Butler and Morris ‘Tiger’ Payne.   Operations 
Officer was Flying Officer Roy Harrod.   With the 
move the Squadron reverted from ground attack to 
interceptor/fighter squadron,  a role it had played in 
1951 over the Yalu with cost. 

A mid-air collision on 31 May 1954 resulted in 
the death of Pilot Officer Harry Andrews (A77-866).  
The other pilot Sergeant Dalway Oswald (A77-862) 
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Kunsan June 1954 -  left to right:  Cliff Fivash, at the board,  Arthur Sibthorp, Alec Young,  
Tom Larkey, Brian Holding, Trevor Killian 
Front row - left to right  Tiger Payne, Eric Eggleston, John Whitehead, Dal Oswald, Doug Shannon 

      (John Whitehead) 
 
ejected from his aircraft and, after having been 
transported back to Base by an American Helicopter, 
was admitted to 3D Wing Hospital. 

At K8 the Squadron was responsible for Southern 
Sector air defence and held in varying states of 
readiness in daylight hours with two aircraft on Strip 
Alert, two minutes notice with pilots strapped in 
cockpits.  Training at K8 concentrated on high 
altitude work and air to air gunnery with camera guns 
supervised by Flight Lieutenant Tony Powell (RAF). 

Tony had given ‘Individual Aerobatic Displays’ at 
Farnborough and did the same at K8 on occasion.  He 
would always practice away from the base and on 
returning never mentioned what he had been up to -  
although once or twice he seemed a little bloodshot in 
the eyes- but so were others from time to time!  When 
the day came he took off and immediately rolled 
inverted and remained inverted throughout the whole 
of his sometimes hair-raising programme, rolling the 
correct way up only on his final approach.  A 
stunning exhibition of flying which left everyone 
dumbfounded.   Strangely no one, except Tony, 
seemed to want to fly that aeroplane afterwards! 

K8 was most fortunate to have a very lateral 
thinker in the shape of Pilot Officer Neil Hampton 
who built ‘Hampton Court’ an odourless toilet block 
in a marquee tent.  Each toilet was a 44 gallon drum, 
half buried vertically and fitted with a standard 
wooden seat and a flue.  There were two rows and on 
alternate days a row was burnt off with diesel fuel 
(not petrol).  This caught the attention of our 
American hosts and high ranking officers came to  

 
 

examine Hampton’s masterpiece.  The toilet seats 
came down from Kimpo in the back seat of a MK7 
Meteor flown by Flying Officer Peter Clemence. 

Not to be outdone Flying Officer John Morris 
surpervised the installation of the famous bar from 
The Aircrew Club at Kimpo that had arrived intact,  it  
was installed in a marquee with Ante Room and Bar 
Room and concealed lighting. 
 

 
 
              FltLt Max McKay – ‘Strip Alert’- Kunsan. 
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The Americans always put on a good display for 

Independence Day and, as hostilities had ceased, a 
great fireworks display was organized on the baseball  
diamond.  The large stock of fireworks were stored 
under a tarpaulin.  Very early in the show an errant 
rocket went under the tarpaulin,  the unplanned early 
ending was very short, loud and spectacular and not 
without panic. 

In July 1954 Wing Commander Roy Royston took 
command of the Squadron.  Wing Commander 
Beattie, Squadron Leader Fivash, Flight Lieutenants 
Butler and Payne returned to Australia.  Replacement 

OC Flying was Flight Lieutenant Max McKay and 
the Flight Commanders Flying Officer Clemence and  
Flying Officer George Turnidge.  Flying Officer 
Morris was posted to the Meteor Test and Conversion 
Flight at Iwakuni. 

13 October saw the Squadron’s aircraft flown to 
Iwakuni in preparation for the trip back to Australia.  
It was on that day the Squadron lost its last aircraft 
while overseas when A77-139 crashed on landing 
following the flight from Kunsan.  The pilot, Sergeant 
Rex Ramsay, was able to escape without injury. 
 

   

 
The 77 Squadron camp site at Kunsan (RAAF) 

 

Kimpo Air Base  (R. Littley)   
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 RAAF Nursing Sisters -  Gay Bury, Betty Docker  
 and Pat Tansley.  They were great company at   
Iwakuni and visited K14 from time to time. They 
looked after casualties being shipped initially to 
Japan and went with some to Australia.  
(Don Smith) 

 
 
 

                            
     77 Squadron in double seven formation  

Over Sydney 18 February 1955 
 

       
Len Schwaiger and John Seaton flew down to            Left to right: Tom Larkey, Alec Young,  
Suwon (K55) to do a formation flight with a pair         Peter Clemence and Royce Royston,  1954 
of  South African Air Force F86 Sabres as a PR        (J. Whitehead) 
exercise.  (Basil Clark) 
 

  
      Ray Seaver                      John Rose                    John Price 

                           
           ‘Taffy’ Rosser               Jack Slater   Jake Newham 



 

38 
 

 
Gardening was one of the many off duty occupations 
tackled by servicemen at Kimpo.  Even though many 
claimed to a green thumb an abundance of fresh 
vegetables failed to appear in the mess tent.   
Model aircraft construction kept Sergeant John Seaton  
busy producing a very flyable model F4U Corsair with 
a wingspan of 45 cms and the usual uncontrolled 
motor.   It was flown on the conventional two wire 
elevator control system with the ‘pilot’ in the centre of 
the circuit pattern. Bill Monaghan had instructed John 
on the techniques involved and pointed out that good 
control was necessary when the fuel ran out in the 
circuit and a ‘dead stick’ landing became necessary.  
On the last day of flying for the Corsair John recalls: ‘I    
think I held off a little too high and the consequent  
 landing was more than heavy – in fact it broke the  

   Ian Johnstone (RAF), still in his pyjamas, watering    mainspar!  We had a court of enquiry and decided to  
   his ‘window box’ – nothing came up. (Don Smith)       scrap the remains of the Corsair by sacrificial burning 
             in front of the gathered audience’. 
 

 
Among those attending the court of enquiry were  Viv Shearn,  
George Hale, ‘Zany’ Rees and Ted Jones.   (John Seaton) 

 
      John Seaton recalls ‘I had a cold and felt a 
bit heady on a scheduled flying day.  We were 
returning to base and descending  rather rapidly 
in a tight formation when a severe sinus pain 
started.  As it became more and more intense 
something in my head gave way and my 
oxygen mask filled up with blood.  It ran into 
the breathing tube and the microphone and 
overflowed onto my flying suit, but the relief 
was delightful! 
     A full scale emergency was declared when 
the airman who was helping Seaton out of the 
aircraft decided he had been hit by flack.  The 
medical officer was summoned and came at 
great speed in a vehicle across the tarmac.  
Seaton was transported to the doctor’s quarters     WgCdr Al Hodges talking to Doc Rasmussen who is  

only  to find he  had suffered a gigantic nose          holding Marilyn. 

Bleed, he was cleared for flying in a day or so.   
At the doctor’s tent Seaton was quite surprised  to see that Doc Rasmussen had acquired a goat and she was quite 
contentedly grazing on the end of a leash which was tethered to the side of the tent.  This was Marilyn and she 
became the camp mascot temporarily.  Regrettably for Marilyn the zoo concept was frowned upon and she was 
‘posted’ to K16.   
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Kimpo – April 1953 
 
 
 
 

       
 Sgt Ray Seaver, FlgOff Mike Smith and SqnLdr              FltSgt Don Armit and Sgt Ron Mitchell  
 Ross Glassop – 16 March 1953 – refer text                (A. Avery) 
 (R. Seaver) 
 
 
 
 

 
Maintenance tent Kimpo 1953. FlgOff J. Coleman (RAF) successfully ejected from this Meteor in June. 
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  After the Armistice – September 1953 

 

Meteor Nose Art 

 

            
Paul Cherry sitting in ‘Black Murray’ (R. Littley)        Jim Eddy in ‘Amber II’.  (R. Littley) 
 

. 
‘No Sweat’.  (Al Avery)          
 
 

   
Paul Cherry and Eric Kellet alongside 
  ‘Halestorm’  -  the MiG killer. 

          

 
‘Constipated – Can’t be Passed’ (R. Littley) 

 
 

 
‘Billy the Kid’  (Al Avery) 

                                                                                                                                



 

41 
 

 

             
A77-702 is lowered onto the deck of HMAS Vengeance ready to begin the long journey home.  (RAAF) 
 

Homeward Bound 

 
The Royal Australian Navy’s aircraft carrier, 

HMAS Vengeance was used to move personnel, 
aircraft and equipment to Australia from Japan.  
HMAS Vengeance had been re-commissioned on 
13 November, 1952 from the Royal Navy for use in 
the Korean conflict as the HMAS Melbourne was 
delayed in completion.  

The loading of forty one Meteors, 162 personnel 
and 12,000 tons of equipment was completed on 14 
November, 1954.  The ship departed Japan en-route 
to Manus Island at 1100 hours five days later.  

When HMAS Vengeance arrived at Manus 
Island on 26 November  the Squadron was back in 
familiar territory.  On the following day the ship 
passed Kiriwina Island.  Again Squadron personnel 
once more found time to reflect on the past 
although only a handful of its members could claim 
to have served there with the Squadron. 

On 1 December the aircraft carrier anchored off 
Caloundra to take on Customs officers. At 0700 
hours two days later she entered Sydney Heads.  As 
the carrier made its way up Sydney Harbour a 
formation of twelve Vampires from 2OTU at 
Williamtown flew overhead in a double seven 
formation.  The formation was led by Wing 
Commander Cresswell.  

The carrier berthed at Garden Island at 0730 
hours with  the Minister for Air, Mr A.G. Townley, 
on hand to welcomed the Squadron home.   

As soon as the Squadron’s personnel 
disembarked they were transported to the Sydney 
Domain to join past members in a march through 
the streets of Sydney.  

The city gave the 500 officers and men a warm 
reception showering them with confetti and paper.   

 

 
 
So ended a trek that kept 77 Squadron away from 
home soil for over eleven years.  

The Squadron’s new home was at Williamtown, 
NSW.  As the Meteor fighters were unloaded they 
were sent to 2 Aircraft Depot (AD) at Richmond for 
reassembly. The Squadron initially received two 
Meteor Mk 7 trainers and sixteen Mk 8 fighters and 
began operations on 5 January 1955.  

The first major operation launched at 
Williamtown was ‘Operation Welcome Home’.  
Starting on 21 January  the Squadron proceeded on 
a tour around the nation flying ‘Double Seven’ 
formation fly pasts over each capital city.  The tour 
started in Canberra then on to Melbourne, Adelaide, 
Perth, Hobart and Brisbane ending in Sydney.  

At each city the public turned out in their 
thousands to inspect the Meteors and greet the air 
and ground crews.  In Hobart alone a crowd of 
10,000 people came to the airport.  On the return 
flight from Hobart to the mainland  the towns along 
Tasmania’s north coast were treated to a low level 
fly past with each Meteor flying over a different 
town.  The operation finally came to an end on 18 
February when the Squadron flew a formation of 
sixteen Meteors over Sydney.  

During April  the Squadron became part of a re-
organised 78 Fighter Wing with 478 Squadron 
(Maintenance)  assuming responsibility for Meteor 
maintenance.  The other fighter squadron in the 
Wing was 75 Squadron.  Over the next few months 
routine training was carried out.  In addition a 
Meteor conversion course was run for some newly 
posted in pilots. 

On 20 June the Squadron suffered its first 
casualty since returning to Australia when Flying 
Officer Eric Haywood crashed a Meteor MK7 
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(A77-703) on Stockton Beach shortly after takeoff.  
Haywood was buried with full military honours at 
Sandgate Cemetery two days later. 

During September, under the leadership of 
Squadron Leader Royce Royston, the Squadron 
formed an informal three ship formation aerobatic 
team.  On 22 September the team gave its first 
public performance over the RAAF seaplane base 
at Rathmines.  During the next six months the team 
performed at Camden, Newcastle and at the Hobart 
Regatta. 

The writing was on the wall for the Meteors 
early in  1956 the Squadron began preparations to 
convert onto the Avon Sabre.  77 Squadron flew its 
last Meteor mission during August.  All pilots not 
undertaking Sabre conversion were absorbed into 
75 Squadron.  

Many of the Squadron Meteors went to 
Weapons Research Establishment at Woomera to 
be converted into U21A target drones.  The other 
Meteors went to the Citizens Air Force Squadrons, 

No. 22 City of Sydney, No. 23 City of Brisbane and 
to No. 75 Squadron at Williamtown. 

No story of the 77 Squadron involvement in the 
Korean War would be complete without mention of 
the wonderful support given by 36 Transport 
Squadron based in Iwakuni. 

When the Korean War began 36 Transport 
Squadron had only one aircraft, a Douglas C47 
Dakota, which began operational flying on 2 July 
1950.  It soon became obvious that such a small 
unit could not cope with the increasing workload 
and it was not long before more personnel and 
aircraft were provided. 

One of their major tasks was to fly supplies and 
crews between Japan and Korea and many a 77 
Squadron pilot appreciated his trip back to Japan on 
R & R on one of the Gooney Birds. 

Their reputation for reliability in face of, at 
times, great extremes of weather was well earned 
and their story has already been told elsewhere. 

 
 

 
Among those ready for the homeward journey on board the Vengeance are Roy Royston, Jim 
Haywood, John Whitehead, Mike Dunbar, Dal Oswald, the Met Officer, Len Watkin, Snow Joske, 

Ross Allen, Padre Sweetman, Bill Walsh (MO) and Peter Clemence.  Kure in November 1954.   
(J. Whitehead) 
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                    1956 – 1968  SABRE              
 

              
 
       CAC Avon Sabre

 
 
In early 1949 the RAAF began to look for a jet 

fighter replacement for the Mustang and DHA 
Vampire. The three aircraft under consideration were 
the Grumman Panther, the proposed CA23 large twin 
jet, and the Hawker P-108.  The Korean War 
drastically reduced the time available for a decision to 
be made.  Accordingly, in 1951 it was decided that 77 
Squadron would be re-equipped with the Gloster 
Meteor as an interim measure. 

In May of the same year plans were finalized to 
proceed with a locally built and re-designed version 
of the North-American F86F Sabre.  During the re-
designing it was decided to fit a Rolls Royce Avon 
engine with 7,500lbs thrust rather than keep the 
General Electric J47 with 6,l00lbs thrust.  

Other major modifications included a nose intake 
with a greater surface area to provide more air for the 
larger engine, moving the engine servicing break 
point (where the aircraft is split to remove the 
engine), increasing fuel capacity, revising cockpit 
layout and replacing the six  .5 caliber machine guns 
with two 30mm Aden cannons.  The re-designed 
aircraft, referred to as the Avon Sabre, was to become 
the best Sabre variant produced.  

On 19 November 1956 the Squadron reformed at 
Williamtown with an establishment of eight Avon 
Sabre aircraft, eight pilots and twenty-one ground 
crew.  The CO was Squadron Leader Max 
Holdsworth, AFC.  

On 20 November the Squadron commenced 
flying operations with four aircraft on line. It was not 
until 22 November that flying commenced in earnest 
when a total of 12 Sabre and two Vampire sorties 
were flown.  

The first month of flying with the new Sabre was 
directed to air to-air combat.  The Squadron 
Vampires were primarily used for instrument flying 
training and as a dissimilar aircraft type in air-to-air 
combat training.  

 
 

December 1956 saw the first damage inflicted to 
a Sabre when two aircraft received hail damage 
whilst engaged in low level intercepts.  The Squadron 
received a further three Sabre aircraft from Laverton 
on 10 December.  

One of the three was the prototype MK 32 version 
which had leading edge fuel tanks, no leading edge 
slats and six rocket rails.  In addition, the aircraft was 
also fitted with an Iso Propyl Nitrate (IPN) starting 
system.  From 1960 onwards the MK 32 Sabre was 
set up with the Sidewinder missile system.  

There was no flying for the Squadron in early 
1957 due to work on the runway at Williamtown. 

Normal operations re-commenced on 22 January 
with an air-to-ground rocketry programme.  This was 
the first time that the Sabre’s gunsight had been used 
in the full rocket function.  Results were described as 
being very good. 

On 25 January the first fighter sweep of the year 
was conducted against 3 Squadron. However, after 
climbing to height the Squadron, led by Flying 
Officer Peter Coy, was bounced.  Predictably at the 
debriefing high claims of success came from both 
squadrons. 

In late January a serious fault with the Sabre was 
discovered when large pieces of rubber were found  
adhering to the low pressure fuel filter of an aircraft.  
This required all aircraft operated by the Squadron to 
be inspected. 

By the end of February the Squadron had sixteen 
aircraft on line, three of which were the Mark 32 
model enabling the Squadron to increase its sortie 
rate which lead to a marked improvement of the 
Sabres rocketry capability achieving an average of 58 
feet. 

On 28 February the Squadron flew 33 sorties 
setting a new record for the Sabre.  This was no mean 
feat considering that the Squadron was operating with 
only half of the Squadron establishment. The 
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Commanding Officer stated: “A high standard of 
efficiency is being maintained in the servicing output 
to meet the current flying commitment.”  

In April the Squadron was scheduled to take part 
in the first Ground Controlled Intercept (GCI) 
exercise to be held by the newly commissioned 
1CRU at Brookvale.  Before the exercise the 
Squadron pilots visited Brookvale along with the OC  
78 Wing and three other Wing Staff Officers. 

The intercept training exercise got underway on 3 
April.   A total of 24 sorties were flown.  The 
standard of controlling was described as very poor.  
The average scramble time was 65 seconds from 
stand-by, and two minutes 15 seconds from 5 minute 
readiness.  

On 5 April a mishap occurred when a Deutz 
power cart short circuited two aircraft causing a fire.  
Fortunately due to prompt action by nearby ground 
crew the fire was quickly extinguished. 

The exercise resumed on 8 April with Vampires 
from 2 OTU acting as a hostile force.  It was noted at 
the end of the day’s flying that controlling had 
improved markedly.  Two days later realism was 
added to the exercise when Canberras from 82 Wing 
carried out simulated bombing runs on targets in the 
Sydney area.  The controlling had improved to the 
point where 100%  successful intercepts were 
achieved.  

On the last day of the exercise the Canberras 
changed tactics when several ˈraidsˈ turned out to be 

 

  
Squadron Aircrew:  Clockwise from top right:  
FltLt Tuckwell, FlgOff O.G.Worth,  
PltOff J. Treadwell, PltOff P. Bolin 

 
diversionary with only two aircraft actually attacking 
the Sydney area.  Both aircraft were intercepted. 
However, by changing tactics one raider was not 
detected until approximately sixty miles out from 
Sydney which enabled him to successfully reach the 
target.  At the de-briefing all pilots and controllers 
stated that it had been an exceptionally valuable 
exercise. 

For several months the Squadron flew at a high 
rate in an effort to complete what was known as 
Phase II training.  This involved air to ground 
rocketry and gunnery, air to air cine and live gunnery, 
fighter sweeps against 3 Squadron, ground controlled 

approaches, formation practice and reconnaissance.  
One item of particular note occurred when Sergeant 
Rob ‘Spike’ Jones set a new record of 44 minutes 25 
seconds on a ferry flight from Laverton to 
Williamtown.   

At this time the Vampire had serviceability 
problems.  By the end of July the aircraft had only 
produced three productive sorties.  This resulted in 
many pilots becoming unrated as no check flights 
could be carried out. 

On 7 August,  78 Wing and three Citizen Air 
Force (CAF) Squadrons, under control of lCRU, 
defended Sydney against eight Canberra strike 
aircraft.  Although the Squadron only contributed six 
aircraft,  it attained seven of the thirteen kills  claimed 
for the exercise.  By the end of August the Squadron 
strength had risen to eleven pilots and forty-two 
technical personnel.  This number was still far short 
of the establishment figure. 

September was a big month for the Squadron with 
four aircraft flying to Perth via Woomera and 
Kalgoorlie to participate in Air Force Week.  In 
addition on 12 September a full 78 Wing parade was 
held during which the Squadron was presented with 
the Squadron Standard by AM Sir Richard Williams 
CB, CBE, DSO.  

In November the Squadron participated in the 
McCauley Shield Competition beating 3 Squadron by  
winning the armament and servicing scores, air-to-air 
cine, and  the air-to-ground gunnery. 
 

 
Squadron Aircrew: Clockwise from top right: 
PltOff J. Turner,  FlgOff B. Weymouth,  
PltOff R. Bomball, FltLt A.W. Powell 

 
The Officer Commanding, Group Captain Brian 
Eaton DSO, DFC presented the Shield to the CO, 
Squadron Leader Holdsworth  on 15 November.  

Flying was suspended on 5 December for the 
year. The ground crew turned their attention eagerly, 
and the pilots not so eagerly, to an evasion and 
survival Exercise ‘Operation Nomad’.   After two 
days of survival training the ground crew were ‘let 
loose’ as the enemy to capture the pilots.  Naturally 
enough the troops pursued this goal with great zeal.  
At the end of the day the score stood at aircrew 
twelve, ground crew nil. 
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Determined to make up for the previous day, the 
airmen hunted with a vengeance and their persistence 
was finally rewarded when Flying Officer Colin 
Ackland and Flying Officer James Treadwell were 
captured and dispatched to Gan Gan interrogation 
centre. Unfortunately, the wily Flying Officer 
Treadwell successfully escaped from the centre and 
managed to avoid all attempts at recapture.  At the 
end of the exercise the score stood at Aircrew l0½, 
troops- 1½.   

Flight Lieutenant Boord, who was Temporary CO 
following the departure of Squadron Leader 
Holdsworth, died suddenly  14 January 1958.  After a 
service at the Base Chapel he was buried with full 
military honours at Beresfield Crematorium on 16 
January.  In September 1957 Flight Lieutenant Boord 
had the doubtful distinction of being the first pilot to 
eject from an Avon Sabre.  

Flight Lieutenant Tony Powell was appointed 
Temporary CO of the Squadron following Flight 
Lieutenants Boord’s death. 

 On 25 March the Squadron received a MK 35 
Vampire to replace the old MK 33 aircraft.  In May 
the Squadron flew a record for Williamtown of  420 
Sabre hours. 

On 14 April, the new CO, Squadron Leader 
Gordon Harvey, DFC arrived to take up his new 
appointment. He had served previously with 77 
Squadron in Korea as a flight commander in Korea. 

June began with only one aircraft on line which 
increased to three by the end of the first day’s flying. 
The problem was associated with low squadron 
manning.  When the Squadron was finally able to get 
some aircraft airborne for an air to air gunnery 
programme the first banner was shot off and a one-in-
30 gun stoppage rate allowed only two sorties to be 
flown against the second banner. The month’s flying 
hour total was 282.1, far short of the 420 hour total 
achieved the previous month.  

 

   
 SqnLdr G. Harvey 
 

On 19 August the Officer Commanding 78 Wing 
announced that the Squadron was off to Malaya.  

Preparations for the move started at once.  On 29 
August the Squadron Vampire left for Laverton.  
From then on the Squadron used a 2 OCU Vampire, 
permanently on loan, for instrument flying training.  

On 26 November  Flight Lieutenant Vic Oborn, 
DFC was obliged to eject from A94-950 following an 
engine failure north of Sale.  On 12 December 
operations at Williamtown ceased in anticipation of 
the move to Butterworth.   The next few days were 
spent packing up.  On 17-18 December the 
Squadron’s aircraft left Williamtown for Richmond in 
preparation for the move to Malaya. 

The move to Butterworth was planned along the 
same lines of the 3 Squadron move the previous 
October.  En-route the Sabres would be supported by 
Canberra aircraft from Amberley and Butterworth.  
The Canberra’s role would be to assist navigation and 
act as a radio link to ensure that vital weather 
information could be passed to the Sabres as 
necessary.  Neptune Maritime Recognizance aircraft 
were to be stationed at various points along the 
proposed 6,000 statute mile route to provide homing 
facilities and search-and-rescue (SAR) coverage.  

To move the Squadron personnel and equipment 
two new Hercules transport aircraft were to be tasked.  
Assistance from the USAF 13th Air Force in Manila, 
the Royal Netherlands Navy, the Netherlands New 
Guinea Administration Civil Aviation Bureau, and 
the Department of Communications at Hollandia was 
arranged.  It is interesting to note that it took seven 
Dakotas to move 3 Squadron the year before.   

After completing all pre-ferry commitments at 
Richmond, on 5 February 1959 eight aircraft left  for 
Townsville on the first leg of the long trip.  The first 
section of four aircraft were Group Captain Glen 
Cooper DFC (leader), Pilot Officer Max Wittman, 
Flying Officer Ken Tuckwell and Pilot Officer John 
Turner.  The second section of four aircraft were 
flown by Flight Lieutenant Tony Powell (leader),  
Pilot Officer Ian ‘Tassy’ Carswell, Flying Officer 
Peter Mahood and Pilot Officer  Richard Bomball.  
All aircraft arrived safely at Townsville.  

For the next leg to Darwin severe headwinds were 
forecast.  As fuel was critical the aircraft were taxied 
to the end of the runway, shut down, and topped up 
with fuel.  However, during the flight the navigational 
Canberra, which preceded the flight by thirty 
minutes, established that the headwinds were greatly 
reduced.  Accordingly, when the Point Of No Return 
(PNR) was reached the two sections pressed on to 
Darwin.   All aircraft landed safely on the brand new 
runway at Darwin.  The aircraft were marshaled into 
open hangars and the pilots handed icy-cold cans of 
beer on shutdown. 

On 7 February the remaining aircraft left 
Richmond in two sections of four with two aircraft 
following as spares. The first section was Squadron 
Leader  Gordon Harvey, DFC (leader), Pilot Officer 
Norbett ‘Nobby’ Williams, Flying Officer Owen 
‘OG’ Worth and Flying Officer Peter Bolin.  The 
second section consisted of Flight Lieutenant Barry  
Weymouth  (Leader),  Pilot Officer John Shearer, 
Flying Officer Jones and Pilot Officer Mick Parer. 
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Refuelling at Guiuan, February 1959.  (Rod Moffet) 

 
The two sections had a good trip to Townsville.  The 
two spare aircraft, flown by Flight Lieutenants Ron 
Green (Wing Navigation Officer) and  Barry Thomas 
(75 Squadron) were forced to divert to Amberley 
when one aircraft ran low on oxygen and arrived at 
the Townsville following day.  On 8 February the last 
two sections flew safely to Darwin where they were 
greeted with amber fluid.  

The next day the first section, led by Group 
Captain Cooper, departed Darwin at 0830 hours for 
Biak in Dutch New Guinea.  As the inter-tropic 
convergence zone was between Darwin and Biak the 
four aircraft had to climb to 49,000ft to fly over it.  At 
Biak the pilots stayed at the KLM Hotel. 

After a day of rest, the first section departed for 
Labuan in British North Borneo over-flying 
Zamboanga on the way.  Despite the short, rough 
airstrip at Labuan all aircraft landed safely. 

The second section departed Darwin on 11 
February.  At the same time the first section departed 
Labuan on the last leg to Butterworth.  Both sections 
made it to their respective destinations safely. The 
first section was greeted upon arrival at Butterworth 
by AVM Hancock, the Air Officer Commanding 224 
Group (RAF), and the OC of RAAF Butterworth, Air 
Commodore Keith Parsons.  Group Captain Cooper 
was congratulated by both officers on a faultless trip. 

With a clear weather forecast the second section 
departed Biak for Guiuan where, after a two hour 
stopover, they left for Labuan.  Over North Borneo 
they encountered cloud cover which raised doubts 
about the availability of Labuan.  However, they 
pressed on and were able to land safely.  

The following day the third section departed 
Darwin for Biak.  A contingent from the Royal Dutch 
Navy was waiting for them and arranged 
entertainment for the evening.  The second section  

also arrived in Butterworth from Labuan making a 
total of eight out of sixteen aircraft safely home. 

On the 14 February, the third section departed for 
Guiuan, where upon their arrival they were given a 
quick ‘Cooks Tour’ of the island.  After this they left 
on the second stage for Labuan arriving without 
incident.  

The fourth section did not leave as planned due to 
bad weather reports.  However, they managed to 
complete the leg to Biak on the 16 February.  From 
Biak they flew to Guiuan and on to Labuan where 
they joined up with the third section.  The following 
day all remaining aircraft departed for Butterworth.  
The only thing to mar the final leg was a slow feeding 
drop tank.  However, although one aircraft was low 
on fuel the Squadron aircraft managed to land safely  

The arrival of 77 Squadron at Butterworth brought 
the strength of the RAAF in the Far East to 1,000 
men.  The RAAF contingent was made up of  77 
Squadron (Sabres), 3 Squadron (Sabres),  2 Squadron 
(Canberras),  2 MCRU (Mobile Control and 
Reporting Unit) and a few other support units.  The 
RAAF units made a significant and important 
contribution to the Air Component of the British 
Commonwealth Strategic Reserve.  

 After arrival the Squadron pilots spent the rest of 
the month familiarizing themselves with the area and 
local air traffic control procedures. One thing the 
aircrew noticed immediately was the sensation of low 
flying in mountainous areas whilst being up to 5,000 
feet above sea level, as opposed to the flat terrain in 
the Williamtown area. 

On 23 March all flying stopped for three days 
owing to a defect in the tail unit of a Sabre. The 
whole fleet was grounded and each aircraft examined.  
Repairs were carried out as required.  Flying only 
resumed for one day when all Squadron personnel 



47 
 

stood down for their first Easter break in Malaya.   
Squadron flying and maintenance work continued 

routinely up until August. The only noteworthy event 
being a visit to the Squadron by the Commander-in-
Chief of the British Commonwealth Strategic 
Reserve, Air Chief Marshal the Earl of Bandon 
(known locally as The Abandoned Earl).  

On 10 August an air defence exercise (ADEX) 
was cancelled after a signal was received ordering 78 
Wing to standby for a strike against Communist 
terrorists.  The aircraft were fitted with drop tanks 
and armed with two 500lb MC bombs and 240 rounds 
of HE ammunition.  Six Squadron pilots were 
nominated to take part in the strike, Flight Lieutenant 
Powell, Flying Officer Jones, Flying Officer Worth, 
Flying Officer Treadwell, Flying Officer Carswell 
and Pilot Officer Bomball.  These pilots had all 
completed the RAF Auster Forward Control (FAC) 
marking course.  

The following day the Squadron was placed on 24 
hour standby.  However, it was not until 12 August 
that information came through that the strike would 
take place the next day.  At 1630 hours on 13 August 
six aircraft launched on what was 77 Squadron’s first 
operational Sabre mission.  The target was a 
Communist Terrorist (CT) camp site in the jungle 
east of Kuala Lumpur.  
 
 

 
77 Squadron flight line during ‘Firedog One’.   
LAC Tony Mumford.  (RAAF) 
 

The strike comprised aircraft from both 77 and 3 
Squadrons.  As it turned out the strike co-ordination 
was perfect with all aircraft arriving and delivering 
their ordinance precisely on time and target.  
Unfortunately, in the words of one of the pilots the 
result was: “several rubber trees severely damaged 
and thousands of monkeys scared fartless”.  

During the period the aircraft were carrying out 
the strike the weather at Butterworth clamped. As a 
consequence all aircraft were recovered to RAF 
Changi to remain overnight before returning to 
Butterworth the next day.  

On the 21 August 1959 a potentially disastrous 
mishap occurred when a Sabre flown by Flight 
Lieutenant Tuckwell suffered a bird strike.  His 
canopy shattered and a piece of sharp perspex struck 
his face just above the right eye.  Tuckwell was able 
to land the aircraft safely despite the severe damage 

caused to the aircraft’s metal skin by sharp pieces of 
canopy.  

On 16 September, in conjunction with 3 
Squadron, the Squadron trooped the ‘Colour’.  The 
salute was taken by the Malaysian Minister for 
Defence, Tunku Abdul Razak, who was accompanied 
by the Australian High Commissioner, Mr T.K. 
Critchley. Following the parade the Wing aerobatic 
team, Flight Lieutenant Barry Weymouth (77 
Squadron - leader),  Flying Officer Peter ‘Tweety’ 
Dart (3 Squadron), Flying Officer Mick Parer (77 
Squadron) and Flying Officer Dennis ‘Stinky’ 
Stenhouse (3 Squadron member and a future 77 
Squadron Commanding Officer), performed for the 
visiting dignitaries. 

During October a new IVOR rocket was tested at 
Song Song range.  The weapon proved to be 
extremely accurate.  The Squadron also carried out  
low angle dive bombing trials.  After initial troubles 
the trials turned out to be very successful.  

The following month there was a 78 Wing 
detachment to Manila.  The aircraft departed 
Butterworth on 26 November with the CO, Squadron 
Leader Harvey leading the first section of four 
aircraft.  Six 77 Squadron aircrew went on the 
detachment although only three 77 squadron aircraft 
were involved.  On arrival in Saigon the pilots were 
entertained by the South Vietnam Air Force before 
flying on to Clark US Air Force in the Philippines.  

On arrival at Clark all Squadron members were 
invited to various private homes to take part in the 
American Thanksgiving dinner celebrations.  

Two days after arriving at Clark the ground crew 
worked long hours to modify the aircraft with smoke 
pipes for the Manila Air Show.  The air show was 
scheduled to take place on 29 November.  The 
modification consisted of fitting a pipe from a sealed-
off leading edge fuel tank, filled with oil, to feed into 
the tailpipe.  The arrangement left a very distinct 
smoke trail to add to the already impressive aerobatic 
display.  The Philippine Air Force expressed their 
appreciation for the formation aerobatic display by 
entertaining the members of the Squadron at a ball as 
guests of the Philippines Civil Aeronautic 
Administration  held at the Philippines Naval 
Officers’ Club.  

The following day all aircraft had to be de-
modified in preparation for Operation ‘Joss Stick’ 
held in conjunction with the USAF 509th Fighter 
Interceptor Squadron.  However, before the  exercise 
got underway a week was spent on familiarisation 
flying and practice interceptions to enable the 
Squadron pilots to get used to different procedures.  

The exercise was described as being very 
successful providing the opportunity for the Squadron 
pilots to observe the American method of operations.  
On 9 December,  a spectacular dogfight developed 
between six RAAF Sabres, six F-86D of the 509th 
and two F-86F of the Philippine Air Force.  It was a 
fitting way to say goodbye as the Squadron departed 
the following day for Butterworth via Saigon.   

For most of December there was no rest for the 
Squadron with only a break from 25-28 December. 
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77 Squadron January 1960  (RAAF) 

 
In February 1960 Wing Commander John Hubble 

DSO, AFC arrived to take up duties as Commanding 
Officer.   The Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) Air 
Marshal Sir Frederick Scherger KBE, CB, DSO, AFC 
visited the Squadron on 2 and 3 February.  

Flying Officer  Parer, flying A94-967, had a bad 
moment during the month when the aircraft’s controls 
suddenly jammed.  He was inverted at the time.  After 
several tense seconds struggling with the controls 
they freed themselves.  He landed uneventfully and 
the aircraft was removed to the hangar where the 
control assembly was dismantled.  It took several 
days for the ground crew to discover that an 
unexploded rivet, that had been left in the wing centre 
section during manufacture, had become jammed 
between a cable and a pulley. 

On 15 February 1960 the Squadron provided five 
Sabres to escort President Ngo Din Diem of Vietnam 
from Kota Bahru to Kuantan.  Although the weather 
was very bad the task was carried out successfully.  
Five further Sabres then escorted the President to 
Kuala Lumpur airport where he was greeted by the 
King of Malaya, the Yang Di-Pertuan Agong.  

In March the Squadron flew a record 410 hours, 
this was highest monthly total since leaving Australia.  
Also in March the Squadron received diplomatic 
approval for a cross country over Thailand.  The route 
was from Butterworth to Phuket, Kiri Kahn, Ban Dun 
Pattani and return to Butterworth.  

Also during the month familiarization training 
was carried out with the new Sidewinder missile in 
preparation for the first live firing scheduled for 31  
March, the live firing was to end in disappointment 
when Group Captain Cooper was forced to abort the 
mission when the target rocket refused to fire. 

In April the Squadron again set a new record by 
flying a total of 38 hours 50 minutes in one day.  This 
was even more remarkable as all aircraft had been  

 
 
 
grounded for 72 hours to carry out an ejection seat 
modification.  The modification was to fit a device 
consisting of a spring propelled bolt to shatter the 
canopy prior to the ejection seat leaving the aircraft.  

The end of April saw the Squadron well 
represented in sporting events with Sergeant Keith 
Sullivan spending a week in Singapore playing in a 
golf tournament and LAC Hamilton selected to play 
in the Base tennis team competing in the FEAF 
Championships also in Singapore. 

May saw Flying Officers Williams and Parer pass 
the 1,000 flying hour mark. The achievement was 
celebrated at Group Captain Cooper’s farewell when  
they bought drinks all round.  At the same occasion 
the Squadron welcomed the new OC of  78 Wing,  
Group Captain Rose.  Another cause for celebration 
in May was the notification of a MBE being awarded 
to the Squadron WOE,  Warrant Officer Mason. 

In June the Squadron took part in a second 
‘Firedog’ operation against Communist Terrorists.  
This was the Squadron’s second strike.  The 
operation began at 0330 hours  and the first wave of 
14 aircraft together with 14 aircraft from 3 Squadron 
got airborne by 0630 hours.  The strike was at 
Kuantan. 

The plan was for one element to make several 
attack runs over the target to simulate a dive bombing 
run.  At the same time the second element, at altitude, 
were to go supersonic.  The idea was that the 
supersonic ‘boom’ would be misinterpreted as the 
detonation of bombs. There was a slight hiccup when 
the strike leader’s stopwatch stopped working, 
however, with much talking between the two element 
leaders the desired results were achieved with great 
success.  Unfortunately the ground element, a unit of 
Ghurkas from the British Army, failed to move in on 
time resulting in many of the terrorists escaping with 
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only three being captured.  A second attack was 
carried out at midday with no result. 

On 22 July Flight Lieutenant Worth (A94-976) 
and Flying Officer Bartrop (A94-961) had a mid-air 
collision at 42,000 ft.  Fortunately both pilots were 
able to eject successfully.  Bartrop was located and 
rescued shortly afterwards but Worth was less 
fortunate.  After a lengthy search by Sabres, Austers, 
Canberras and a Shackleton his parachute was finally 
located in dense jungle four miles east of where 
Bartrop had landed.  As the rescue helicopter could 
not get in to recover him a rescue team was 
dispatched from No. 94 Field Squadron.  However, 
his bad luck continued when the ground party failed 
to reach him before nightfall,  although that night 
food, a torch, a sleeping bag and other essentials 
(beer and cigarettes) were dropped to him. 

The following day  it was decided to lower a team 
into the jungle to clear a landing zone for a chopper.  
The team got into the jungle without too much 
trouble but could not clear sufficient space before 
nightfall which meant that Flight Lieutenant  Worth 
had to spend another night in the jungle.  He was 
successfully recovered the next day  and pronounced 
fit after an examination at the Base Hospital.   

 

        
        FltLt Worth after spending 3 nights in 

   the jungle (RAAF) 
 

The Malayan Emergency officially came to an 
end at the beginning of August 1960. This was cause 
for great celebration.  The occasion was marked by a 
six aircraft fly past over Kuala Lumpur and Penang.  
The remainder of the month was no cause for 
celebration.  Two more aircraft suffering inexplicable 
aileron jams similar to that experienced by Flying 
Officer Parer in February.  This made a total of four 
such incidents for the year.  

Flying Officer Parer also experienced a canopy 
opening in flight which then jammed.  After landing 
the ground crew had to free him from the cockpit.  
This was not the end of the bad run.  On the 16 
August  Group Captain Rose had an oxygen failure 

above 10,000 feet.  He consequently suffered 
hypoxia, until he was able to descend below 10,000 
feet he landed safely.  

Also at this same time as a result of a fatal crash 
in Australia an examination was required into the 
cooling of the rear turbine bearing in the engine.  The 
examination found that several aircraft were 
developing cooling breakdown and many 77 
Squadron aircraft were grounded pending engine 
changes. 

Routine flying continued until November when a 
detachment to Clark Air Force Base was carried out. 
The Exercise, ‘Joss Stick Two’, was a repeat of the 
earlier exercise.  Again the detachment arrived in 
time to celebrate Thanksgiving with the Americans.  
Once again the Squadron acquitted itself with 
distinction during the Manila air show and the 
subsequent exercise.  

 

 
WgCdr Hubble and Col W.B,. Harris (USAF)at the 
start of Operation ‘Joss Stick Two’. 

 
During the stay at Clark the Squadron had the 

opportunity to take part in dissimilar aircraft combat 
practice with F-100s from the 509th FIS and F-102 
aircraft.  It was generally felt that the Avon Sabre was 
superior to both these aircraft in the air combat role.  
The detachment returned to Butterworth during 
December.  

The remainder of December 1960 was spent 
preparing for the Scarf Trophy Air Gunnery 
competition scheduled to be held in January 1961.  
All squadron pilots were keen to improve their scores 
in order to retain their place in the Squadron team. 

The Scarf Air Gunnery Competition was held 
over the period during 9-13 January.  The Squadron 
came in runner up to  60 Squadron RAF who had a 
score of 98 per cent.  

Two records were smashed in February. In one 
day 50 air-to-ground gunnery sorties were flown as 
well as twelve night sorties for a grand total of 62 
sorties. The other record went to armament section 
who achieved a stoppage rate of 1 in 5421 rounds 
fired.  

In May the Squadron once again took part in a 
‘Joss Stick’ exercise to Clark Air Force Base. During 
the period the Americans organised a Sports Day.  
Although the Squadron was beaten 30-15 in the ‘Pan 
Pacific Softball Cup’, the account was squared when 
77 Squadron scored a 4-2 win in the gridiron 
competition! 
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Tragedy struck on 16 June when Flying Officer  
M.V. Curtis (A94-977) was killed. He was  on an 
Army Co-operation exercise, under the control of a 
Forward Air Controller in the Sungei Patani area, 
fifteen nautical miles north-east of Butterworth. 
Curtis was buried on 17 June, 1961  in the Western 
Road Cemetery Penang. 

Squadron training continued uninterrupted into 
the New Year with only freakish bad weather and 
airstrip unserviceability problems marring normal 
squadron flying.  On 16 January 1962 much 
excitement ensured when a poisonous viper was 
found in the wheel well of an aircraft. However, “it 
was soon made unserviceable with the aid of a C02 
fire extinguisher and a heavy ladder”. 

 

Ubon 
 

In early May 1962 the Communist Pathet Lao 
made rapid gains over Government forces in Laos 
and several Westerners were taken hostage.  Asian 
newspapers gave front page coverage to these 
developments which foreshadowed a likely SEATO 
military response. When this  became apparent,  
meaning that RAAF Units at Butterworth could be 
involved,  78 Wing  Headquarters ordered  77 (F) 
Squadron to deploy to Singapore.  This was to 
overcome any possible Malayan political sensitivity 
in the event of an RAAF deployment associated with 
a SEATO operation. The problem was that Malaya 
was not part of the SEATO arrangement. This meant 
that aircraft could not legally deploy north from 
Butterworth but could do so from Singapore.   

On 28 May ten fully armed Sabres together with 
pilots and servicing ground crew departed for RAF 
Tengah on Singapore Island.  On 29 May  an order 
was received to deploy eight Sabres to Thailand.  
Accordingly, a flight of eight 77 Squadron Sabres 
flew to Bangkok  under the command of the 77 
Squadron C.O. Wing Commander Hubble.  Squadron 
Leader Myers led the remaining two aircraft back to 
Butterworth. 

 

 
Ubon under construction 1962. (77 Squadron) 

 
After arriving in Bankok the 77 Squadron 

Detachment flew to Ubon in Thailand on 1 June. The 
reason for the two day delay was  to allow time for a 
works party drawn from 78 Wing and Base Squadron 
Butterworth, under the command of Squadron Leader 
M.A. Truman (the 78 Wing Administrative Officer), 

to prepare a basic tented campsite at the bare Ubon 
airstrip. In addition this party was also required to co-
ordinate the deployment with units from the US 7th 
Fleet.  

Notification was received on 5 June that two 
Squadron members had been  decorated, Wing 
Commander Hubble, a Bar to his AFC and Flying 
Officer Bartropp an AFC. 

On 3 July, some 4 weeks after the 77 Squadron 
Detachment arrived at Ubon, an Administrative Order 
was received at Butterworth creating No. 79 (F) 
Squadron at Ubon with effect 31 May.  Thus, 
regardless of what the official history may, or may 
not record about the formation of 79 Squadron, 77 (F) 
Squadron carried out the operational deployment to 
Thailand and operated at Ubon with effect 1 June 
1962.  At this stage the Ubon Detachment consisted 
of a flying element of eight Sabres, 10 aircrew and 40 
NCOs and airmen, plus a self-accounting Base 
Squadron element. 

It was decided that a personnel rotational system, 
both pilots and ground crew, would be employed 
between the Squadrons of 78 Wing and 79 Squadron 
in order to keep dependants in Penang. 

 

 
FlgOffs  Don ‘Wings’ Newton and Cliff Viertel  -
1962  (77 Squadron) 

 
Flying Officer Col Singer had a narrow ‘squeak’ 

during air to air on 8 August.  His aircraft hit jet wash 
and J.C’d, pulling +8 and -3½ G.  A94-944 was 
slightly bent, wing bolts all loose on both sides. 

Squadron Leader Myers was appointed 
Temporary CO of 77 Squadron following the 
departure of Wing Commander Hubble to 79 
Squadron.  On 15 August  Squadron Leader Ray 
Trebilco became CO 77 Squadron on his return from 
Ubon.  

On 21 August two squadron aircraft on a cross 
country sortie were diverted to chase two unknown 
aircraft.  The two unknown aircraft had been spotted 
by No 1 MCRU at 20,000 feet north east of 
Butterworth.  The two 77 Squadron aircraft were 
outpaced and out climbed during the incident.  The 
nearest they came to the ‘Bogeys’ was 40 nautical 
miles.  No visual contact was made.   Contact with 
the ‘unknowns’ was lost at 44,000 feet at the time 
they were doing .85 mach and still climbing.  The 
identity of the two intruders was never established.  

The rest of 1962 was spent on routine operations 
and exercises.
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77 Squadron Aircrew briefing c1963  Standing: FltLt  D. Johnson and SqnLdr R. Trebilco.  Left to right, 
front to back: FlgOffs P. Griffin and Palmer, PltOffs D. Newton and W. Scott, FlgOffs J. Matthews and  
C. Viertel, FlgOff K. Pyke.

 
     From 11-21 February 1963 eight aircraft were 

deployed to Clark AFB for ‘Operation Josstick VIII’. 
On 29 July Flying Officer Peter Griffin and Pilot 
Officer Terry Hunt had a mid-air collision during a 
cine with evasion sortie.  Although both aircraft 
sustained category four damage the two pilots were 
uninjured and the aircraft were able to return to base. 

On 1 August Wing Commander Vic Cannon 
returned from Ubon replacing Squadron Leader 
Trebilco as CO.  

In September a noteworthy event for the Squadron 
occurred when the Commander-in-Chief of Far East 
Air Force (FEAF), Admiral Sir Varyl Begg, KCB,  
DSO, DSC, and the Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, FEAF, Air Marshal, Sir Hector McGregor, 
KCB, CBE, DSO arrived to inspect the Squadron.  

On 13 September 1963 the Federation of Malaysia 
came into being. The Federation included Singapore, 
Malaya, Sarawak and Sabah. The Indonesian 
government was opposed to the arrangement  and 
relations between the new Malaysia and Indonesia 
deteriorated resulting in 'Confrontation'.   As a 
consequence of this situation the Squadron became 
heavily involved in the defence of Malaysia and 
Singapore for the next three years.  
 

Confrontation 

 
As tension mounted between Malaysia and 

Indonesia,  Indonesian military aircraft were seen 
over Butterworth and in the Butterworth training area.   
The Control and Reporting radar unit, 114 MCRU, 
was immediately placed on a 24 hour day operating  

 

 
basis. This required additional personnel from 
Australia.  

Military reinforcements from New Zealand, 
Australia, and the UK placed Butterworth on  a 
virtual war-footing.  An aircraft dispersal plan was 
activated in case of air attack. This was possible as 
light (IL-28) and heavy (Badger) jet strike aircraft  
(which the Indonesians had been given by Russia) 
were based at Medan on the east coast of Sumatra 
less than 100 nautical miles from Butterworth.  

Other security precautions were also implemented 
as Butterworth’s location, on the waters edge 
immediately adjacent to the Straits of Malacca, left 
the base wide open to attack from the sea. 

A tele-scramble system to facilitaate rapid 
information flow between pilots on alert in the two 
Operational Readiness Platforms (ORPS) and the 
Battle Commander in 114 MCRU was installed.  This 
arrangement kept pilots informed of the air situation. 
In addition it reduced response time if an unidentified 
aircraft was detected approaching Butterworth which 
required a ‘hot scramble’ to be ordered. 

The Squadron, along with her sister unit, 3 
Squadron, was tasked with providing armed aircraft 
in the ORP at Butterworth during daylight hours.  At 
last light RAF night fighters (Javelin aircraft from 60 
Squadron) took over the duty.  This situation 
continued, 24 hours a day, throughout the three year 
period of confrontation. 

During the day the requirement varied from Alert 
Two (two minutes to get airborne from a scramble 
order) to Alert Five (five minutes to get airborne) to 
any number of other fighters at Alert Fifteen.  At 
Alert Two pilots were strapped in their aircraft with 
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ejection seats pins out ready to go. At Alert Five 
pilots could relax beside their allotted aircraft and 
cool off.  As dehyration was a problem for pilots 
sitting in full flying gear in a hot cockpit a change 
over from Alert Two to Alert Five was effected every 
60 minutes. 

In the early period of Confrontation, on most 
days, a minumum of four Sabre aircraft would be 
positioned on the ORP before first light.  The pilots 
would perform engine checks taxying out to the ORP, 
ground crews would check the Sidewinder misiles, 
cock the 30mm Aden guns and make sure that each 
aircraft was fully serviceable.  

At times the ‘Battle Commander’ would require 
more than two aircraft to be at Alert Two.  This 
would necessitate eight or more aircraft to be at 
‘Readiness’ on the ORP.  When this occurred 
Squadron pilots would either be sitting in a cockpit 
ready to go, or playing ‘Rickety Kate’ (a card game)  
at Alert Five in a tent beside the runway or later in an 
ORP alert hut.    

This was the first time that RAAF fighters, 
carrying live ammunition and live Sidewinder 
missiles, operated in a declared Air Defence 
Identification Zone (ADIZ) since the Korean War. 
The Officer Commanding Butterworth was appointed 
the Area Air Defence Commander.  In addition, Far    
East Air Force (FEAF) Headquarters, in Singapore, 
ordered direct armed combat action within strict 
‘Rules of Engagement’.  

Frequent deployments of ground and air crews to 
Singapore for confrontation tasking, was also a 
feature of life during these years. Concomitantly, the 
Squadron (along with 3 Squadron) also carried the 
ongoing load of providing pilots, ground crew and 

aircraft for the Australian contribution to Thailand's 
air defence at 79 Squadron in Ubon.  

On average, ground and aircrews spent about four 
months in Ubon each year on a rotational basis. 
During confrontation this presented a particular 
problem for married men as communication between 
Ubon and Butterworth was very difficult at best, and 
most times, non existent.  

The new year of 1964 began with Flight 
Lieutenant Pyman giving chase and catching a USAF 
RF lOl at zero feet near the Thai border after being 
scrambled. However, no further action was taken.  

Hostile aircraft operating out of Medan could 
approach Butterworth undetected by 114 MCRU. 
This necessitated action to position a radar equipped 
Royal Navy  (RN) destroyer between Medan and  
Penang.  Later on a second Control and Reporting 
Unit was deployed to the south of Butterworth to 
close the radar gap.  However, before this unit 
became operational the Squadron mounted 
armed dawn (code-named Franciscan) patrols to the 
west of Penang.  

In addition, a battery of anti-aircraft guns was 
deployed from Australia and positioned around the 
Squadron maintenance area, the base generally and in 
the married quarter.  At about this time the families of 
Squadron personnel were instructed to pack ready to 
evacuate at short notice.  

 
LAC Leon Drummond (Radio Technician)    
assists SqnLdr G. Neil strap in.  (RAAF) 
 

  In August Indonesian paratroops landed on the 
southwest coast of  Johore and attempted to establish 
guerrilla groups.  On 2 September  more paratroops 
landed in Labis, Johore. However, both groups were 
soon rounded up by ground forces.  At the end of 
October fifty two Indonesian soldiers landed in 
Pontian on the Johore-Malacca border but were 
captured by the New Zealand Army.  

In September, intelligence reports indicated that 
Butterworth was considered to be under threat from 
Indonesian air strike by Badger jet bombers from 
Medan.  This created a difficult air defence problem 
because of a radar blind spot over the straits behind 
Penang Island.  

During these operations the Indonesians lost a 
Hercules transport aircraft into the Straits of Malacca.  
They had been given two Hercules by the Americans 
in 1960 as part of a deal to release two CIA pilots 
they had earlier held captive.  It is not known whether 
the Hercules hit a hill or was shot down by a RAF 
fighter.  

The second Hercules was lost in Borneo.  This 
was later confirmed by squadron pilots who could see 
the wreckage of the aircraft under camouflage nets 
inside the Indonesian border during the November 
1965 operational deployment to Borneo. It was 
reported that there were no survivors of either prang.  

On 12 October there was another mid-air collision 
involving Flight Lieutenant Mick Feiss and Flying 
Officer Ken Mitchell.  Again good fortune prevailed 
and both pilots were able to return to base uninjured, 
both aircraft were extensively damaged. 

Confrontation flared on 29 October when an 
attempt was made to land 90 Indonesians at Malacca. 
The result of the operation was that at least half of the 
Indonesians were either captured or killed. The 
Squadron was deployed to RAF Changi in order to 
provide alert aircraft and to patrol the Malacca 
Straits. The situation continued until the end of 
November when the Squadron returned to 
Butterworth.  
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The alert status was tested again when a scramble 
was called on 9 December and an RF 101 was 
intercepted just within the Malaysian side of the Thai 
border. The aircraft was headed north out of the area.  

1964 had been a year of heightened tension for the 
Squadron, which was typical of the whole South East 
Asia Region at that time.  

In January 1965  the Squadron was tasked with 
patrols in the Lapis area in Johore. All these missions 
were accomplished in conjunction with an on-going, 
intensive air-to-air and air-to-ground training 
programme. 

 On 25 February of the New Year, the Squadron 
farewelled Wing Commander Cannon  and welcomed 
in the new CO, Wing Commander Les Reading DFC.  

  On 23 March the Squadron deployed 8 Sabres to 
RAF Changi to take part in a combined services 
firepower demonstration to be held on 27 March. 
World press representatives, service and civil 
dignitaries including Tunku Abdul Rahman, and 
several Australian MPs witnessed the demonstration. 
Four aircraft carriers and their support ships were 
involved.  A fly-past consisted of 16 Canberra’s, 16 
Gloster Javelins, 11 Sabres and 5 Hawker Hunters 
was also staged.  

 

  
LAC Ken Edwards (armament  fitter) carrying out 
ammunition feed checks.  (RAAF) 
 

The following month saw tensions yet again begin 
to rise and alert states were upgraded when Singapore 
left the Malaysian Federation. 

On 11 September the Squadron returned to 
Butterworth from Tengah when repairs to the runway 
were completed. On the 17th the Squadron departed 
yet again from Butterworth for Tengah to take part in 
Exercise ‘Guardrail’, returning on the 19th to 
Butterworth.  

In October the Squadron, under the command of 
Wing Commander Reading, deployed to Labuan in 
Borneo tasked with daily armed patrols of the 
Indonesian Kalimantan border.  Special additional 
Rules of Engagement were issued by Far East Air 
Force (FEAF) in Singapore ordering direct armed 
combat action (live air communications from FEAF 
were impossible) against Indonesian Air Force fighter 
aircraft known to be stafing native villages on the 
Malaysian side of the border.   

From dawn till dusk, Sabres armed with 
Sidewinder and HE ammunition flew the borders           

 

  
Sergeant G. MacKney – parachute storage at 
Ubon.  (RAAF: D. Travers) 
 
between Longnawan, in the centre of now 
Kalimantan and Tawau, on the east coast.  

Because of conflicting and very poor maps of the 
border area at the time and during the initial 
handover of the border patrol task from the RAF 20 
Squadron Mk 9 Hunters, 77 Squadron pilots hand 
drew their own maps before being escorted along the 
entire border to carefully note key geographic points 
where maps were in error.  

At the same time they noted an area where 
Australian Army artillery elements regularly 
attacked a nearby Indonesian airfield using howitzers 
hauled up a steep ridge line; their objective being to 
keep the airfield out of service.    

On the lighter side, the Squadron decided to give 
some support to the Australian SAS, then operating in 
the Borneo jungle, by delivering mail to their base 
camp from the speed brakes! The Army guys were 
grateful.  The Squadron returned to Butterworth in 
December 1965. 

Several incidents occurred during the 1966.  
During April, Flying Officer Peter Ring flying A94-
986 experienced an explosive decompression at 
36,000 feet during air combat manoeuvres, 
fortunately he was able to land his aircraft without 
trouble.  The Prime Minister of Australia, The Right 
Honourable  Harold Holt MP, visited the Squadron 
on 28 April.  

During June,  peace talks between Malaysia and 
Indonesia lead to a reduction in readiness state to two 
aircraft only on alert. Later in the month Squadron 
Leader William ‘Bill’ Richardson had an engine 
flameout in A94-986 during a circuit pitch-out. He 
declared an emergency but was able to make a 
successful downwind landing. A somewhat similar 
incident occurred to Pilot Officer Dickens in A94-968 
when he had a compressor stall at low level.  

Apart from these events routine training, 
including weapons practice and familiarization flights 
for new pilots was the order of the day.  Efforts to 
improve aircraft serviceability were made during the 
year.  
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In December Wing Commander Keith Martin 

replaced Wing Commander Reading as Commanding 
Officer. 

February  1967 was a highlight when a Squadron 
team of four pilots defeated 78 Wing staff pilots in an 
air to ground gunnery challenge. The respective 
scores being 64 per cent average to 53 per cent 
average. 

August was spent preparing for the Malaysian 
Merdeka (Independence) Day celebration. The event 
was marked by a ten Sabre and a ten Mirage 
formation (75 Squadron) fly-past over Georgetown.  
Four aircraft led by Wing Commander Martin put on 
a simulated ground attack demonstration.  

On 28 October No. 78 Wing was disbanded. On 1 
November 1967 the event was  acknowledged by  75 
and  77 Squadron aircraft joining together to form a 
number 78  fly past.  

The new year  began tragically for the Squadron 
when it was learned that Pilot Officer Mark McGrath, 
who was attached to 79 Squadron at Ubon, crashed 
during a turn onto the base leg to land.   He died 
instantly and his aircraft was totally destroyed. 

On 7 March a lucky escape occurred when a 14 
Squadron RNZAF Canberra collided with a target 
banner cable towed by a 77 Squadron Sabre, damag-
ing the nose and starboard wing of the Canberra.  The 
Sabre was undamaged. 

The same month saw an extremely close call 
when Pilot Officer Dave Cassebohm (A94-985) had 
a lucky escape when his engine suffered a compressor 
disintegration and the aircraft burst into flames. 
Cassebohm crash landed into a paddy field and, 
despite a partially jammed canopy, he managed to 
escape with minor injuries.  After this incident all 
Sabres were grounded for twenty days while engine 
checks were carried out. 

 

    
Prime Minister, The Hon. John Gorton meets Reg 
Richardson, an electrician of 77 Squadron.  Note 
the informal Parade Dress. 

 
On 13 June the Prime Minister, Right Honourable 

John Gorton MP, visited 77 Squadron. The Prime 
Minister was keenly interested in the Squadron as he 
had been a pilot with the Squadron in WWII.  During  
the visit an informal get together was held where the 
Prime Minister was presented with a Squadron plaque 

 
to commemorate his visit and his previous wartime 
experience. 

After an absence of over six years, the 79 
Squadron Sabres and personnel returned to 
Butterworth on 31 July.   A flypast in a figure eight 
was flown over Ubon on departure as a final salute to 
the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing, USAF.  On reaching 
Butterworth a VIC formation flypast was carried out.  
Following arrival at Butterworth 79 Squadron was 
reduced to a ‘name only’ status and so ended 77 
Squadron’s commitment to Ubon. 

On 7 August  after a week of gunnery and 
rocketry simulated strikes were conducted against 
HMS Hermes. The Squadron’s Sabres were opposed 
by De Havilland Sea Vixens and Blackburn 
Buccaneers.  The exercise was code named ‘Winged 
Foot’.  

Exercise ‘Lent’ was planned and executed by 
junior Squadron officers during September.  The 
exercise involved low level penetration and strikes on 
Tengah opposed by 75 Squadron Mirages. 

During November the Squadron’s aircraft were 
reduced from 26 to 12 and preparations began for the 
aircraft to be ferried back to Australia.  Squadron 
Leader Dennis ‘Stinky’ Stenhouse passed the 2,000 
Sabre flying hour mark on 21 November.  He 
received the appropriate salutation and was presented 
with his own personal aircraft, A94-2000.  

 
 

 
Stinky’s simulator on its first sortie.  (RAAF) 

 
Squadron routine was carried out as usual until 

Christmas of 1968 when all eyes looked to returning 
back to Australia to re-equip with the supersonic 
Dassualt Mirage IIIO fighter. The Squadron 
performed only navigation exercises and general 
flying duties during the windup of activities in 
Butterworth, departing for Williamtown in February 
1969 during ferry Exercise ‘Excalibur Two’. The 
Squadron had seen ten years of operations in 
Malaysia during which approximately 40,000 hours 
were flown. The Sabre had proved to be a very 
versatile aircraft in the FEAF inventory and 
undoubtedly would be missed. 
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     CAC Avon Sabres with and without long-range tanks at Butterworth. 

 

             
Jim Treadwell and Og Worth – Air Defence                   Cpl Palmer (Instrument Fitter) carrying out checks 
Exercise – July 1958          on the gunsight camera.  (RAAF) 
 

    
 77 Squadron ground crew await Sabres returning          FltLt Tony Powell and Pat Peters - Butterworth 
 from an attack on Communist positions – 1959           (77 Squadron) 
(77 Squadron) 
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                         FlgOffs Griffin and K. Pike with Squadron ground crew and RNZAF members 
                          - 1962  (77 Squadron) 
 

                        
                   SqnLdr Gogerly unstraps as ground crew refuel and replenish oxygen and ammunition.   

        
      CAC Avon Sabre – Butterworth – note the new tail markings. 
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    1969 – 1987  mirage  

 

                     
       
 
 

In the late 1950’s the RAAF was looking for a 
successor to the hard-worked Avon Sabre.  A number 
of designs had been considered but the field was 
narrowed down to two contenders: the Lockheed F-
104 Starfighter and the General Avions Marcel 
Dassault (GAMD) Mirage III.  Rolls Royce was also 
keen to increase their sales and along with GAMD 
the two companies combined their efforts to produce 
an Avon-engined Mirage.  

An Avon-powered Mirage (City of Hobart) was 
built, flown and assessed by RAAF Pilots, who were 
impressed with the Avon’s extra power and lower 
fuel consumption, but the French were keen to market 
an all French version and also pushed the ATAR 
powered Mirage.  In addition, the SNECMA 
Company offered a very attractive package deal for 
their ATAR engine, and eventually the RAAF chose 
the full French option in preference to the Avon 
version and the Starfighter F104.  

The Government Aircraft Factory (GAF) was 
chosen as the major contractor to build the complete 
fuselage and handle the final assembly.  The 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (CAC) was 
selected as a major sub-assembly producer and to 
build and supply the ATAR 9C engine for the RAAF.  

The basic Mirage III-E French designed aircraft 
received extensive modifications to meet the RAAF 
requirements. The Australian aircraft could not be 
designated Mirage IIIA since this designation was 
already being used so the designation Mirage IIIO 
was used for all Australian single seat Mirage 
aircraft.  (it was said that the letter O was chosen to 
stand for Orstralia) 

The initial order by the Australian Government 
was for thirty aircraft, which was later doubled with 
the option for forty extra aircraft also taken up.  This 
resulted in the final total of 100 Mirage IIIO single 
seat aircraft, at the total cost of approximately 
$260,000,000. The first two aircraft (A3-l and A3-2) 
were built in France by GAMD for testing and 

various modifications.  Both aircraft were later 
transported by Hercules aircraft to Australia with A3-
1 making its first Australian flight on 11 January 
1964.  A3-3 was the first Australian assembled 
Mirage and first flew on 16 November 1963.  

From aircraft A3-9 onwards, the quantity of 
French built components and sub-assemblies declined 
until early 1966 when the Mirage production rate was 
approximately three per month with nearly 80 per 
cent local Australian content.  By this time, despite a 
demanding need for spare engines and components, 
the ATAR production was more than three per 
month. 

The first 48 aircraft were built as a straight 
interceptor and designated as Mirage IIIO (F), and the 
remaining 52 aircraft designated Mirage IIIO (A), 
were modified to additionally encompass a ground 
attack capability.  This modification required the 
aircraft to be fitted with the improved radar CSF 
Cyrano 11B, Doppler Navigation/attack equipment 
and a Radar Altimeter.  In June 1969 it was decided 
to modify the Mirage IIIO (F) to the Mirage IIIO (A) 
standard and when completed these aircraft were re-
designed Mirage IIIO (FA).  

As the RAAF assessed that the Mirage basic 
performance exceeded that of any aircraft in the 
region it was decided that the optional SEPR 844 
rocket engine was not required and was never fitted 
to RAAF Mirage aircraft.  As a result, a 550 litre (121 
Gal) fuel tank was fitted in the rocket bay instead. 

In late 1964 the Australian Government approved 
the purchase of ten Mirage IIID two seat aircraft and 
in December 1970 a further six were ordered to bring 
the total number of Mirage IIID to sixteen, bringing 
the final total Mirage complement up to 116 aircraft.  

Before the introduction of the Mirage IIID aircraft 
pilots underwent fighter conversion in Vampire T35 
trainers, the Avon Sabre and finally on to the Mirage 
IIIO.  With the introduction of the Mirage IIID and 
the Macchi jet trainer it was found that the Sabre 
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sequence was unnecessary.   The Mirage conversion 
course was initially three months in duration, 
comprised of approximately 100 Mirage training 
hours in Mirage IIID and IIIO aircraft, as well as 
simulator training before a pilot was posted to an 
operational squadron. 

In early 1969 the Squadron’s Sabres returned 
from Butterworth via Bali in dribs and drabs.  The 
last section of four aircraft touched down at 
Williamtown on 13 February 1969. 

None of the Butterworth people were posted into 
the Squadron at Williamtown.  In addition, no 
Squadron files or ground handling equipment i.e. 
power carts, oxygen carts, air compressors, etc came 
back from Butterworth.  This meant that the 
Squadron had to start from scratch at Williamtown 
with the Mirage. 

Initially the lack of ground handling equipment 
caused severe difficulty when the Squadron began re-
equipping with the Mirage aircraft on 3 March 1969.  
The problem was that the equipment system did not 
allow for a double issue of ground handling 
equipment.  On paper the Squadron already had its 
full entitlement. To get going and start flying, ground 
handling equipment had to be borrowed from No 2 
OCU. This went on for some considerable time. 

Another problem related to special type technical 
equipment.  When the Mirage was first introduced 
into service the RAAF fighter force was organised 
and operated within two separate ‘Wing’ arrange - 
ments,  i.e. 78 and 81 Wings.  This meant that there 
were two separate maintenance Squadrons to carry 
out major maintenance tasks such as ‘D’ and ‘E’ 
inspections, etc.   

Just after the re-equipping of a third Squadron 
(76)  with the Mirage,  the Department of Air decided 
to do away with the ‘Wing’ structure in order to give 
the force greater flexibility. The idea was to give each 
Squadron the ability to operate away from a major 
maintenance facility as an independent entity.  This 
meant a large increase in the personnel establishment 
of each squadron to 230 people. Further, each 
Squadron now needed a full complement of ‘Special 
to Type’ test and other technical equipment to carry 
out major maintenance that hitherto had been the 
province of the two maintenance squadrons (478 and 
481).  This specialised equipment was taken away 
from the maintenance squadrons and given to the 
three squadrons then in being, 3, 75 and 76.  The 
problem was that nobody in the Department of Air 
apparently took action to obtain the additional 
specialized Mirage servicing equipment now needed 
by 77 Squadron.  

On 30 June the Commanding Officer of 76 
Squadron, Squadron Leader James, ‘J the T’, 
Treadwell, arrived to become the Temporary 
Commanding Officer while the Commanding Officer 
elect, Wing Commander William, ‘Bill’, Simmonds, 
was attached to 2OCU to undergo No. 14 Mirage 
Conversion Course.  

The first 77 Squadron Mirage flight got off the 
ground at Williamtown on 7 July.  The pilots with the 
honour of being the first to fly the new bird were 

Flight Lieutenant Ken Semmler, Flying Officer Terry  
Body and Flying Officer Nick Ford. 

Although for the first few months the Squadron 
operated by borrowing equipment 102 sorties for a 
total of l37 hours and 40 minutes were flown. This 
was a remarkable achievement considering the 
limited number of trained maintenance personnel on 
strength and the lack of support equipment. As 
experience, knowledge and confidence grew with the 
new aircraft, turnaround times decreased with a 
subsequent improvement in the daily flying rate. 

An open day to show off  the new aircraft was 
held on 27 August for the dependents of Squadron 
personnel.  At an informal gathering of approximately 
130 visitors Squadron Leader Treadwell outlined the 
various functions of the Squadron after which the 
visitors were taken in groups for a guided tour of the 
various sections.  

From 16 until 30 September there was no flying 
as five squadron pilots were attached to 76 Squadron 
for ‘Operation Cure’.  The operation was to ferry 
Mirage IIIO (A) aircraft to 75 Squadron at 
Butterworth and return with their Mirage IIIO (F) 
aircraft for conversion to IIIO (FA) model. 

 

 
PltOff S. Low and WgCdr W Simmonds – 1970 
(77 Squadron) 
 

On 20 October the Squadron departed on its first 
Mirage deployment from Williamtown to take part in 
Exercise ‘Stubborn Mule’. The aircraft deployed to 
Darwin via Townsville.  The detachment was led by 
the Temporary CO, Squadron Leader Treadwell, and 
consisted of six pilots, two engineering officers and 
102 airmen. The object of the exercise was to provide 
controller training for No 2 Control Reporting Unit 
(2CRU) and to familiarize pilots with the Darwin 
area.  The Squadron redeployed to Williamtown on 7 
November after a highly successful exercise. 
Valuable experience was gained associated with 
mobility and operating under semi-operational Air 
Defence Exercise (ADEX) conditions. 

At the end of November 1969 the Squadron 
received the first Photographic Reconnaissance nose.  
The nose contained a KA56 panoramic camera and 
replaced the normal aircraft nose which housed the 
Cyrano Radar.  At the same time two air portable 
cabins arrived.  One cabin held a Versermat Film 
processor the other was set up with Light Tables and 
equipment to enable photographic interpreters to 
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evaluate the reconnaissance film taken by the KA56 
camera.  

On 28 November, the Squadron carried out its 
first Photo-Reconnaissance Mission.  The mission 
was flown by Squadron Leader Treadwell in aircraft 
A3-79.  The success of the mission heralded the start 
of the Photo-Reconnaissance role that 77 Squadron 
was to carry out until the mid 1980’s when the role 
was taken over by RF-IIIC aircraft.  

In the first week of December the Squadron 
completed the first HE bombing programme at Evans 
Head Bombing Range with the Mirage.  December 
also saw the arrival of Captain Peter Fleishchacker of 
the USAF who was the first of many American 
exchange pilots to fly the Mirage with the RAAF and 
77 Squadron in particular. 

On the 4 January 1970 Wing Commander 
Simmonds took over as Commanding Officer.  

On 21 January the Squadron had its first 
operational recall to prepare aircraft and ground 
support equipment for Exercise ‘Castor Oil’.  Six 
days later a Detachment of eight aircraft lead by the 
CO departed Williamtown en route to Tindal via 
Townsville.  During the exercise the Squadron carried 
out many simulated strikes against Darwin city and 
RAAF Darwin. After a very successful and valuable 
exercise the Squadron redeployed to Williamtown on 
6 February.  
 

 
Exercise ‘Castor Oil’, Tindal February 1970 
(RAAF) 

 
Five aircraft and sixty personnel deployed to 

Townsville on 27 February for Exercise ‘Second 
Stab’,  which consisted of NAVEX missions plus 
close air support sorties against Army targets.  

Moves were begun to relocate the first and second 
servicing facilities to Hangars 360 and 361, thus  
enabling all aircraft maintenance to be carried out in 
one central area. 

On 10 April Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth and 
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke of Edinburgh and 
Princess Anne, paid a visit to RAAF Williamtown on 
their way to a civic reception in the City of 
Newcastle.  As part of the Queen’s visit the Squadron 
flew a series of practice fly pasts. Wing Commander 
Simmonds lead practice formation runs of 16 aircraft 
over Canberra on 20 and 21 April.  In order to be able 
to meet the commitment the Squadron was forced to 
borrow pilots and aircraft from both 76 Squadron and 
2OCU.  

The Squadron ground crew excelled in producing 
ten serviceable aircraft which at the time was the total 
number of aircraft held by the Squadron.  The 
practice fly past went smoothly except for an 
unheralded appearance of a Hercules over Canberra 
which caused a few stressful moments. Unfortunately 
on 23 April after all the work that was put into 
rehearsals the actual Royal Flypast was cancelled 
because of inclement weather.  

During mid-May a 30 mm ADEN (Sabre) bullet 
was found lodged in the wing of A3-72. As a result 
the weeks scheduled gunnery programme at Salt Ash 
Range had to be cancelled.  Apparently the offending 
round had been kicked up during a Mirage gunnery 
detail.  As a consequence Salt Ash Range was closed 
for a general clean up.  While Salt Ash was out of use 
the Squadron attempted to use the range at Singleton.  
This was not possible because high crosswinds 
grounded the Forward Air Control aircraft (Winjeels) 
which prevented the weapons detail going ahead.  As 
both ranges were closed the Squadron carried out 
two-versus-two air combat tactics in readiness for the 
forthcoming ADEX.  

On 26 May the Squadron took part in ADEX 
‘Sierra’. 77 Squadron defended Williamtown against 
‘Intruders’ in the form of Sabres from 5OTU and 
Canberra bombers from Amberley.  

During June the Squadron dropped MK82 500lb 
practice bombs at Evan’s Head Range for the first 
time.  Although there were a few problems with the 
bomb once the sight settings from ARDU were 
corrected it was found to be a satisfactory practice 
weapon.  

On 13 July the Squadron commenced the first live 
air-to-air firing programme.  After initial aircraft and 
radar problems the programme settled down and 
some good consistent shooting resulted. The 
programme was interrupted in late July when HMAS 
Perth towed a splash target which was used by the 
Squadron for practice bombing and strafing runs. 

Earlier in the month the Squadron flew tactics 
against 5OTU Sabres.  This proved to be a very 
worthwhile exercise. The ageing Sabres showed that 
they were still worthy opponents. The unofficial 
scores were 31 kills each. 

On 17 August the Squadron deployed to Nowra 
for air combat tactics against RAN A4 Skyhawks. 
The deployment was led by Wing Commander 
Simmonds and comprised four aircraft including the 
Squadron dual aircraft, A3-104. The exercise was 
marred by bad weather but worthwhile experience 
was gained by both sides.  During the exercise many 
of the RAN pilots took the opportunity to fly in A3-
104.  The detachment redeployed to Williamtown on 
21 August.  

On the 31 August the Squadron again headed to 
its northern home in Darwin.  A few problems were 
experienced on the ferry flight as the second wave of 
four aircraft had to remain overnight in Townsville. 
When all eight finally arrived in Darwin a 
concentrated programme of intercepts culminating in 
a baby ADEX against supersonic targets got 
underway.  The results indicated a high level of  
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 77 Mirage in formation with A4 Skyhawks over Nowra August 1970.  (RAAF) 
 

 
teamwork between the pilots and the 2CRU 
controllers.  The efforts of the Squadron’s ground 
crew gave the aircraft a high serviceability rate which 
allowed the target flying hours to be passed with little 
difficulty.   

During September and October 1970 emphasis 
was placed on the air to ground role at Singleton and 
Salt Ash air weapons ranges interspersed with 3CRU 
training missions.  Refurbishment of the crew room 
was completed to reflect an ‘Olde English Pub’ style.  

In November it was announced that  77 Squadron 
had been selected by the Department of Air to form 
an aerobatic team.  The mission of the aerobatic team 
was associated with the RAAF’s Golden Jubilee 
celebrations and the team consisted of Squadron 
Leader Bruce Grayson (leader), Flying Officer John 
Archer (2) Flying Officer Chris Mirow (3), Pilot 
Officer Alf Allen (4), Flying Officer Nick Ford (5).  
Two co-ordinated solo aircraft were incorporated to 
fill gaps during the display. The two aircraft were 
flown by Wing Commander Simmonds (Solo 1) and 
Flight Lieutenant Dave Robson (Solo 2).  Squadron 
Leader Hugh Collits became the team manager.  He 
also provided an imaginative commentary during 
each show using a portable public address system.  
After many arguments and suggestions the members 
settled on a name for the team, and the ‘Deltas’ were 
born.  

The first official display for the ‘Deltas’ was a fly 
past at Canberra on 20 November.  Led by Wing 
Commander Simmonds they flew an immaculate  
‘Goose Formation’ over the Department of Defence 
which caused many accusations of polluting 
Canberra’s air with the new aircraft smoke 
modification.   

A team display was scheduled for early December 
over the Academy Graduation at Point Cook. 
Unfortunately, appalling weather precluded any  

aerobatics but the team put on an impressive 
formation flying display.  

The New Year opened with various delays to 
flying at Williamtown as the resurfacing of the 
runway was behind schedule and the weather was 
bad.  To make matters worse, on 26 January a Sabre 
crashed on the Williamtown strip necessitating a 
diversion to Richmond. Unfortunately, Richmond 
was not ready for the diverting aircraft and it took six 
hours to turn around four Mirages.  

February brought a change of luck.  The ‘Deltas’ 
aerobatic sequences were progressing well as the 
pilots gained confidence.  In addition, the solo pilots 
began to better co-ordinate their sequence with the 
team leader and  by the end of the month the 
complete aerobatic sequence was being rehearsed. 

Although the flying side of the team was 
progressing well, almost every project associated 
with the aerobatic team had for various reasons come 
to grief.  The team brochure that had been planned 
was disapproved by the Department of Air, and the 
coloured smoke had to be discarded due to high cost 
and the unavailability of a suitable smoke dispenser.  
The next problem to arise was that only two aircraft 
with the semi-gloss paint scheme were available  for 
the displays, which necessitated them to be flown by 
the solo pilots.  To make matters worse the tailored 
flying suits designed for the team were a couple of 
months overdue,  and not one suitable photograph 
had been taken due to all the problems that had 
occurred. 

On the morning of 11 March  the ‘Deltas’, one to 
five and solo one and two, taxied out as a formation 
of seven, flew the complete display sequence and 
taxied back as a seven.  77 Squadron had an aerobatic 
team.  It was also a special achievement in other 
ways,  the ‘Deltas’ were the only Mirage team in the 
world and was one of only three aerobatic teams 
flying high performance fighter aircraft. 
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‘Deltas’ – SqnLdr B. Grayson at Tullamarine.  
18 April 1971.  (RAAF) 

 
The first ‘Deltas’ air show took place on 16 

March 1971 in front of friends and relatives at a 
Squadron open day at Williamtown.  After the 
display a chicken-and-champagne party was held to 
suitably celebrate the ‘Deltas’ world premiere.  

On 23 March, ten 77 Squadron and four 76 
Squadron aircraft, led by Squadron Leader Treadwell, 
flew to Pearce via Alice Springs for the West 
Australian Golden Jubilee air show.  Unfortunately 
their arrival coincided with the appearance of cyclone 
‘Mavis’.  As a consequence there was constant debate 
as to whether the show would go on.  In the event 
although it was raining,  the display, with His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Edinburgh as the official guest, 
went ahead below a 800 feet cloud base in limited 
visibility.  The formation of five took off but could 
only carry out steep turns and different formations 
due to the weather.  

The following day the fourteen Mirages took off 
for home via Alice Springs.  The gaggle had to stay 
overnight in Alice Springs due to unfavorable head 
winds between Alice Springs and Williamtown.  

On 31 March the ‘Deltas’ headed for Richmond to 
practice for the Richmond Golden Jubilee display.  
The team left Richmond on 1 April for two days of 
practice in Canberra.  On 3 April the Canberra 
weather was ideal for the display and crowds turned 
up in their thousands.  The display went extremely 
well.  After their first full Jubilee Display, the 
‘Deltas’ received many favorable comments and were 
especially thrilled with loud applause as they walked 
back through the crowd.  

 

 
RAF 617 Squadron (Dambusters) Vulcan B2 
Bomber 19 April 1971 

 
Display number three was held at Richmond.  The 

The weather was not as kind as the day before with 
some scattered cloud getting in the way. The display 
went ahead before an enormous crowd but generally 
was not as good as the Canberra display. The ‘Deltas’ 
returned to Williamtown for the Easter break. 

Poor weather interfered with the display held at 
Edinburgh on 14 April, immediately after the display 
they departed for Tullamarine arriving in very bad 
weather. 

The Victorian Golden Jubilee air show was 
scheduled to be held at RAAF Laverton on 18 April. 
The display had to be modified as Laverton strip 
could not be used for take-off and landings.  The 
weather had improved dramatically by the time the 
display was due to begin and the team believed it was 
one of their best to date.  On 19 April on the flight 
back to Williamtown the ‘Deltas’ rendezvoused with 
a Vulcan B2 aircraft of the RAF 617 (Dambuster) 
Squadron off the coast at Nowra, and escorted the 
aircraft on a fly past over Sydney.  

RAAF Amberley was the next stop on the Golden 
Jubilee celebration itinerary.  The display was 
scheduled to take place on 24 April.  Once again the 
weather interfered but the cloud only caused slight 
problems and generally it was regarded as a good 
display.  With no time to rest they headed for 
Townsville after the show.  The next morning there 
was only time for partial practice before the afternoon 
display.  Again the weather proved difficult but the 
cloud base was just high enough to allow a full 
unmodified sequence to be flown.. 
 

 
‘Deltas” formation with solo crossover 1971 
(RAAF) 
 

After celebrating that night the team headed back 
to Williamtown.  The Squadron received much praise 
for their efforts from all over Australia.  In particular 
the effort put in by the ground crew was remarkable.  
The ‘Deltas’ disbanded after flying 330 sorties for 
328.4 hours flying. The Squadron had deployed a 
minimum of eleven Mirages to seven different 
locations and performed before an estimated audience 
of 750,000 people.  Despite difficulties, particularly 
associated with unsuitable weather conditions, the 
seven aircraft team carried out the Golden Jubilee 
task with distinction.  

May brought a welcome relief from the pressure 
of the previous months.  After some light tactical 
sorties against 5OTU Sabres and a fly-past led by 
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Squadron Leader Treadwell over Newcastle to 
commemorate Coral Sea Week, the CO stood the 
Squadron down in the final two weeks of the month 
to compensate for the lack of time off and the general 
hard work put into the aerobatic tour.  

During June, detachments were deployed to East 
Sale and Amberley. The idea was to conduct strikes 
on both Dutson and Evans Head ranges with aircraft 
carrying MK82 high drag 500lb bombs. 
 

 
‘Deltas’ horizontal bomb burst.  (RAAF) 

 
On 2 July an unfortunate accident occurred during 

a strike on Evans Head range when a MK82 bomb 
accidentally released and cratered the southern end of 
an old RAAF aerodrome one mile north of Evans 
Head township.  Although the bomb only contained 
20lb of explosive it still made a ten foot by three foot 
one foot deep crater.  The explosion and smoke 
alarmed many residents of Air Force Beach and the 
nearby caravan park as the bomb landed only 200 
yards from the caravan park and a group of homes. 
The other three aircraft in the section jettisoned their 
bombs out to sea before returning to Amberley.  A 
subsequent Court of Inquiry recommended changes to 
the armament ‘switchery’ to avoid this type of 
accident occurring in the future. 

 

 
Cpl G. Chapman and AC P. Stone servicing a 
radar unit, Townsville August 1971  (RAAF) 

 
On 12 July the Squadron carried out FAC 

controlled strikes on Singleton Range employing both  

low and high angle attacks.  This was the first time 
the Squadron used the SUU bomb carrier and BDU-
251b practice bombs. The rest of the month was taken 
up preparing aircraft and flyaway kits for a 
deployment to Townsville.  

On 26 July Wing Commander Simmonds led a 
flight of nine aircraft to Townsville for a three week 
detachment. The deployment commenced with low 
level radar navigation sorties designed to give pilots 
realistic navigational training.  With ideal weather 
and a high serviceability rate, the planned 12 sorties a 
day were exceeded.  Later in the exercise the radar 
navigation flights were modified to include a split 
strike on a pre-selected target.  During the 
deployment the Squadron’s dual Mirage flew 
regularly with 10 Squadron and 77 Squadron ground 
crew in the back seat. 

On 4 August sorties were conducted to Cairns and 
Charters Towers with a five-aircraft flypast at Cairns.  
This was highlighted on the ABC TV that evening 
with a newsreel segment. ‘Operating in the local area 
on exercise is number 27 Squadron from Williamtown 
Air Force Base.  This squadron is equipped with 
Mirage Fighter Aircraft recently superseded by the 
Phantom bomber….’ This commentary came as a 
complete surprise to all 77 personnel. 

On return to Williamtown an air-to-air gunnery 
programme got underway.  Problems with the banner 
jettison system on the Canberra resulted in the first 
few banners being towed by Sabres.  By 18 August 
the Canberras were again handling all tows.  On the 
evening of 21 September the Squadron was involved 
in an ADEX against F4-E Phantom aircraft from 
Amberley. The Squadron flew 12 sorties which 
resulted in eighteen of the twenty raids being 
intercepted. 

 

 
Ground crew, September 1971  (RAAF) 

 
In early October the Squadron worked with the 

US Navy conducting intercept training with the USS 
O’Callaghan.  On 11 October the Squadron deployed 
fourteen aircraft and sixteen pilots to Darwin for 
Exercise ‘Tin Kettle’.  After arrival in Darwin 
intercepts were flown in order to re-categorize 2CRU 
controllers.  For the first time for many years the 
Squadron flew fighter escort missions for the F4-Es 
of 82 Wing.  As well as providing the escort aircraft 
the Squadron also acted as the ‘Bad Guys’ 
intercepting the F4-Es. 
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Reconnaissance missions in conjunction with the 
F4-Es were also flown providing them with 
photographic records of the strikes they carried out on 
some of the remote islands of Northern Australia.  On 
29 October the Squadron redeployed to Williamtown 
via Townsville.  

During November, Mr John Hodgkinson, a 
foundation member of 77 Squadron, visited the 
Squadron at the invitation of the OC Air Commodore 
Mick Mather, DFC, AFC.  Mr Hodgkinson flew 
Kittyhawks with the Squadron in Darwin and New 
Guinea until 1944.  He was treated to a flight in the 
dual. 

In November Squadron Leader Jim Treadwell 
flew his 1,000th Mirage hour, the first for the 
Squadron.  On 4 December the Squadron fired three 
live Sidewinder missiles. The first at  30,000ft, the 
second at l5,000ft and the third at 1,500ft.  All three 
missiles scoring direct hits on their targets.  

 

 
SqnLdr J. Treadwell became the Squadron’s 
first 1000 hours Mirage pilot.  (RAAF) 
 

On 8 December the ‘Deltas’ reformed with six 
aircraft to provide a flying display for the RAAF 
Academy Graduation at Point Cook.  This operation 
was the last one led by Wing Commander Simmonds 
as CO.  

The Christmas period saw a complete change-
over of squadron executive staff, Commanding 
Officer, three Flight Commanders and the Senior 
Engineering Officer.  Wing Commander Richard 
‘Brick’ Bradford took over as Commanding Officer. 
Wing Commander Simmonds was posted to 
Headquarters Williamtown.  At this time the 
Squadron pilot strength was increased to 18. 

The Squadron’s 1972 flying year got off to a 
shaky start when Flying Officer Bob Chaplin had an 
undercarriage malfunction.  After start-up the main 
 undercarriage unlocked and came forward causing 
the aircraft to sit on its tail.  

From 23 to 25 February HE 500lb bombing was 
conducted to East Sale despite fluctuating weather 
conditions.  Despite the weather the Squadron flew 
402 sorties for 479 hours which was a record for the 
Squadron.  

During a working weekend on 18 March the 
Squadron took part in a joint Navy/RAAF exercise 
off Nowra called JUC 83.  The exercise involved 
escorting F4-E Phantoms striking a naval force off 
Jervis Bay. Valuable experience was gained although 
the defending A4 Skyhawks only put up a token 
effort.  This exercise was run as a prelude to a larger 
Exercise JUC 85 which was to be held later in the 
year.  

During April, the Photographic Recce Flight 
supported an Army Co-operation Exercise ‘Campus 
Frolic’.   At the same time the major portion of the 
Squadron conducted dive-bombing at Salt Ash. 

On 26 April Wing Commander Bradford led a 
deployment of twelve aircraft to Darwin for Exercise 
‘Top Limit’.  On 27 April Flight Lieutenant Raymond 
Perry, flying A3-74, struck a large flock of birds at 
1,400 feet which caused a compressor stall.  He 
ejected at 800 feet.  The aircraft, the first Mirage lost 
by the Squadron, crashed into swampy land east of 
Darwin.  Flight Lieutenant Perry was uninjured and 
was able to claim the distinction of being the first 77 
Squadron pilot to eject from a Mirage.  

Exercise ‘Top Limit’ was conducted from 9 to15 
May.  On 4 May the first pair of four Vulcan 
Bombers arrived from England.  They were 
intercepted by Flying Officer Mirow and Flying 
Officer Brian ‘Bomber’ Brown.  The two Mirages 
joined up with the two Vulcans and flew over Darwin 
in formation.  

Exercise ‘Top Limit’ consisted of 13 Mirages (77 
Squadron), 12 Phantoms (1 and 6 Squadrons, 
Amberley), four Vulcans (RAF - Waddington, 
England), six Skyhawks (75 Squadron RNZAF) and 
six Canberras (2 Squadron, Amberley).  All 
Squadrons operated out of Darwin with the exception 
of 75 Squadron and 2 Squadron who were based at 
RAAF Tindal.  

The object of the exercise was for 77 Squadron to 
defend RAAF Darwin and Darwin city from attacks 
launched by the strike squadrons from Tindal.  In 
total 153 sorties for a total of 125 hours were flown.  
By the end of the exercise the Squadron was credited 
with 88 Phantom kills, 27 Vulcan, 18 Skyhawk and 
16 Canberra kills.  

Early in July the Squadron commenced high level 
supersonic climbing intercepts.  These missions were 
flown in the supersonic area along the Central Coast 
of NSW with speeds up to Mach 1.1.  After intercept 
missions on the night of 5 July all supersonic flying 
over land was cancelled because of sonic boom 
complaints from the citizens of the northern suburbs 
of Sydney. 

Also during the early part of July the Squadron 
trained with HMAS Perth off the coast. The 
programme consisted mainly of intercepts as directed 
by Navy Air Defence Controllers on HMAS Perth.  
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Detachment personnel, Exercise Top Limit,  May 1972.  (RAAF) 

 
On 12 July the Squadron had to cease flying due 

to a strike at the oil refineries in eastern Australia.  As 
Richmond had ample fuel, on the 17 July eight 
aircraft deployed to Richmond. This move was to no 
avail as the next day all Mirages were grounded after 
an incident in Butterworth which involved the 
disintegration of a spacer in the engine compressor. 
The eight aircraft were left at Richmond.  After 
investigation five of the eight were cleared to fly and 
returned to Williamtown while the other three 
required engine changes.  On 3 August these aircraft 
returned to Williamtown.  By 4 August, following the 
settlement of the national oil dispute, normal flying 
resumed at Williamtown. The flying hours for the 
month totaled 326, well short of the 400 that had been 
planned. 

From 11 September to 20 October nine aircraft, 
including the dual, operated out of Townsville. The 
detachment was led by Wing Commander Bradford.  
On 12 September the Squadron began bombing 
strikes on Cordelia Rock situated off the coast north 
of Townsville.  HE/HES 500lb bombs were used on 
all sorties. The missions consisted of two and four 
aircraft sections flying a radar navigation route 
ending with a live strike on the Rock. On 19 
September a wing drop tank fell from Flying Officer 
Chaplin’s aircraft, the tank was subsequently 
recovered in numerous pieces.  

Early in September Flight Lieutenant Geoff 
Kubank had the distinction to fly photo 
reconnaissance mission No 77-777.  

On 6 November Wing Commander Bradford led a 
detail of 12 aircraft to Darwin for Exercise ‘Double 
Scotch’. The exercise consisted of intercept training 
under 2CRU control and some navigation and photo 
reconnaissance missions.  High level climbing and  
snap-up intercepts plus two-on-one in trail stern 
attacks were also practiced. 

On 17 November Wing Commander Simmonds 
and Colonel Pepos (French Air Attache) arrived and 
flew in the dual.  In the afternoon the Squadron  

 
carried out exercise ‘Rattle the Can’ as part of 
Exercise ‘Double Scotch’.  A series of strikes against 
HMAS Melbourne and HMAS Perth.  HMAS 
Melbourne was defended by A4 Skyhawks but they 
were unable to effectively intercept the Mirages the 
Navy, however, were able to claim some Tartar 
missile kills. The exercise provided good experience 
for both attackers and defenders, with exorbitant 
claims being made by both sides.   The Squadron 
redeployed to Williamtown on 1 December. 
 

 
LAC K. Rowlands loading a KA56 camera to the 
PR Mirage. Exercise ‘Double Scotch’ November 
1972   (RAAF) 

 
Before the Christmas stand-down three live 

Sidewinder missiles were fired at target rockets 
launched by another aircraft, only one missile hit the 
target rocket.  The two missiles that failed were fired 
slightly outside the correct release parameters. 

The New Year got off to a good start but 
unfortunately flying was severely restricted late in the 
month due to a strike by fuel tanker drivers in NSW.  
As the strike was restricted to NSW the Squadron 
was put on standby to deploy to Townsville on 31 
January, the strike ended on the 30th and as a result 
Operational Command cancelled the deployment to 
Townsville.  

In February flying plans were again interrupted 



65 
 

   
        101 Squadron RAF Vulcan over Darwin, May 1973.   Note the Vulcans on the tarmac and the Mirage  
        shadow on the Vulcan’s wing.

 
but this time by the weather.  Initially the problem 
was the temperature which rose above 40 degrees 
celsius and flying had to be cancelled at noon each 
day.  When the hot spell ended the planned bombing 
sorties to East Sale had to be called off as Dutson 
Range was closed because of rain. To compound 
matters the Squadron had access to only one engine 
rollback stand, consequently, engine change delays 
increased and split shifts had to be introduced to fully 
utilize the single stand. 

On 12 February 1973 command of the Squadron 
changed hands when Wing Commander Ron 
Johnston replaced Wing Commander Bradford. 
During February the Squadron was tasked to provide 
a five-aircraft formation display team and a solo 
aerobatic aircraft for displays at Amberley, 
Townsville, Richmond and Williamtown later in the 
year. The ‘Checkmates’ formation team was 
Squadron Leader John ‘Jake’ Jacobsen, (leader), 
Flight Lieutenant Barry ‘Baz’Turner, (2), Flight 
Lieutenant John Sexton (3), Flight Lieutenant Jack 
‘Porky’ Smith (4), Flight Lieutenant Dave Bowden 
(5) and Squadron Leader Kevin ‘Brick’ Bricknell 
(solo). 

On 15 March the Squadron launched an 11 
aircraft fly-past over the RAAF’s 50th Anniversary 
Dedication parade in Canberra. The parade was 
reviewed by His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh. The diamond nine formation (with two 
airborne spares) was led by Squadron Leader 
Bricknell.  

On the 27 March nine aircraft, with supporting 
ground crew, deployed to Amberley for a full 
rehearsal of a 50th Anniversary air display.  The plan 
was for the aircraft to go on  to  Townsville on 29  
March but due to marginal weather they arrived the 
following day.  The formation team participated in 
their first Anniversary air display at Townsville on 31 

  
March deploying back to Amberley that afternoon.  
The Amberley display was flown in good weather 
and the team returned to Williamtown the next day 
for an overnight stop before continuing on to 
Richmond for another air display rehearsal. 

Whilst the aerobatic team was on deployment a 
programme of photo reconnaissance and visual 
navigation sorties was flown at Williamtown.  On 3 
April during a low level navigation flight Flying 
Officer Stanley Groom’s aircraft, A3-79, experienced 
severe engine vibrations.  Unfortunately, he failed to 
eject  and the  aircraft impacted the ground 
approximately five miles south of Gloucester, NSW.  
A funeral service for Flying Officer Groom was held 
with full military honours at the Base Chapel and 
Beresfield Crematorium on 6 April.  

Despite the tragedy, the formation team carried 
out a faultless flying display at Williamtown the 
following day.  They then departed to Richmond to 
perform on the afternoon of the next day.  

On 21 May twelve  aircraft deployed to Darwin to 
take part in ‘Exercise Blue Denim’.  The exercise 
consisted of three separate phases, phase one was a 
workup series of intercepts under the control of 
2CRU, phase two was low level HE/HES 500lb 
bombing strikes on Quail Island off the coast at 
Darwin, and phase three was an air defence exercise. 

After completing phase one, the bombing 
missions, which consisted of a navigation exercise 
concluding in a pop-up dive bombing pass on Quail 
Island with a nominated time on target, got underway.  
There were several complaints and articles in the 
local newspaper regarding the RAAF’s use of Quail 
Island as a bombing range, however no interference 
to the Squadron’s bombing schedule eventuated. 

The air defence exercise, phase three, required 77 
Squadron to defend Darwin with the aid of two AEW 
Neptunes from 10 Squadron.  The attacking force 
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consisted of eight A4 Skyhawks (75 Squadron 
RNZAF) and four Vulcans (101 Squadron RAF).  On 
6 June at the conclusion of phase three, RAAF Base 
Darwin held an open day for the public.  The 
Squadron provided an aircraft on static display and 
demonstrated some aspects of flying training over the 
airfield. 

Another 77 Squadron ‘first’ occurred on 24 July 
when Flight Lieutenant Turner achieved a perfect 
score at Salt Ash Air Weapons Range scoring six out 
of six on skip bombing and sixty hits out of sixty 
rounds strafing.  

On 25 July the Squadron Warrant Officer 
Disciplinary (WOD), Warrant Officer N.E. Power, 
departed on posting to Amberley.  The position of 
Squadron WOD had been disestablished earlier in the 
year and  the position was not filled again in the 
Squadron until the end of 1985. 

During August the Squadron deployed three 
aircraft to Nowra to carry out live Sidewinder firings.  
These firings were carried out in conjunction with the 
Weapon Research Establishment (WRE) and the 
RAN.  The detachment commander was Flight 
Lieutenant Bowden, the other two pilots were Flight 
Lieutenant Smith and Flight Lieutenant Kubank.  The 
Sidewinder missiles were fired on 16 August at a 
flare being towed by a Jindivik pilotless aircraft and 
after a most successful and rewarding trial the aircraft 
returned to Williamtown on 17 August.  

On 20 August Flight Lieutenant Bill Evans flew 
the Squadron’s 1,000th photo reconnaissance 
mission,  also during August the Squadron flew 593 
hours the highest number yet achieved by the 
Squadron.  

Following the disbandment of 76 Squadron in 
August there was considerable apprehension within 
the airman ranks regarding the security of their 
positions and their future. When 76 Squadron closed, 
77 Squadron’s capability improved with the 
acquisition of additional equipment and spares. 

During the period 17 to 28 September the 
Squadron provided army co-operation support to 
Exercise ‘Dark Moon’.  The exercise involved 
Australian, NZ, UK and Gurkha ground forces at 
Cobar. The support consisted of tactical 
reconnaissance and Fighter-Ground Attack (FGA) 
missions.  

During October the Squadron deployed a small 
detachment, led by Flight Lieutenant Bowden to 
Townsville for Exercise ‘Temple Tower’.  The 
exercise was associated with 2 and 4 Battalions RAR 
training in a simulated total air superiority 
environment.  All sorties from Townsville were flown 
under FAC control in the High Range north west of 
Townsville.  

During the period of the Townsville deployment 
the Squadron took over the hangars and buildings 
vacated by 76 Squadron,  this involved a major re-
organisation, also during October aircraft 
serviceability rose as a consequence of the equipment 
and spares transferred from 76 Squadron. 

During the early hours of 12 December disaster 
struck when the crew room and change-room 

building was destroyed by fire.  Many valuable 
squadron records and plaques were lost although, 
surprisingly, a considerable amount of historical 
items were salvaged. Although several albums were 
totally destroyed, old photographs were sent in by 
past and present members and cataloguing started.  
The heart-breaking job of cleaning up began and all 
repairable items were salvaged from the charred 
rubble.  With some effort and the use of sandpaper 
and paint, their darker than normal appearance was 
the only reminder of the incident.  The work 
continued into the period of reduced activity that year 
and the Squadron moved into the new crew room and 
operations room after the Christmas stand-down and 
eagerly set about building a new ‘Spanish Style’ crew 
room.   

In early 1974, under the leadership of Wing 
Commander Ron Johnston, the Squadron formed 
another formation flying team for expected April 
Anniversary Air displays.  By 6 February, the 
formation team was presenting a very polished 
display,  however the Anniversary displays were 
cancelled.  There was another set back in February 
aircraft A3-9, A3-19, and A3-33 went to Avalon to be 
placed in long-term storage.  

After a delay due to poor weather the Squadron 
deployed twelve aircraft to Darwin on 5 March.  The 
programme in Darwin consisted of two exercises, one 
with 2CRU called ‘Young Trojan’, and the other, 
‘Big Butch’, with 114 mobile CRU (MCRU).  
Because of the inclement weather early in the 
exercise the deployment was extended by one week, 
however, the weather remained marginal because of a 
cyclone in the Darwin area.  

Despite the bad weather, on 18 March, ‘Young 
Trojan’ which involved F-111 aircraft attacking at 
high, medium, and low level went ahead.  A 50% 
success rate was achieved but as usual fast, low level 
targets were most difficult to intercept.  Whilst in 
Darwin Wing Commander Johnston flew his 1,000th 
Mirage flying hour.  He was the first CO of 77 
Squadron to achieve this distinction in office. 
 

 
FltLt J. Smith being congratulated by the OC 
AirCdre J.H. Flemming.  The CO looks pleased.  
(RAAF) 
 

On 6 June the Squadron Fighter Combat 
Instructor (FCI), Flight Lieutenant Jack Smith, 
reached a grand total of 2,001 Mirage flying hours.  
To mark the occasion Flight Lieutenant Smith was 
congratulated by the CO and the OC RAAF 
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Williamtown, Air Commodore James Hilary ‘Jim’ 
Flemming.  He was presented with a glass of 
champagne, christened with holy water and taken on 
a tour of the base in the ‘hot seat chariot’.  

Between 8 to 17 June the Squadron deployed ten 
aircraft to Townsville for Exercise ‘Kangaroo One’.  
‘Kangaroo One’ was the largest combined services 
exercise carried out in Australia in peace time up to 
that time.  During the exercise close air support 
sorties under with FAC control were flown,  in 
addition a number of photo-reconnaissance sorties 
were flown against targets in the Shoalwater Bay 
area.  The exercise proved to be of enormous value to 
the Squadron as a whole in addition to providing 
excellent pilot training.  Fortunately, as it turned out 
the detachment left Williamtown just before cyclonic 
weather set in which stopped flying at Williamtown 
for approximately a week.  

On 29 July twelve aircraft deployed to Darwin for 
a month long exercise called ‘Top Flat’.  The first 
phase of the exercise consisted of intercept training 
under the control of 2CRU.  At the end of the phase 
an ADEX against F-111 aircraft from 6 Squadron was 
held.  After the ADEX the Squadron began low level 
live bombing strikes on Quail Island using 251b 
practice bombs.  Also during this period the photo-
reconnaissance aircraft were flown to targets 
throughout the Northern Territory and the north of 
Western Australia.  

 

 
All-weather Mirages Darwin during Exercise ‘Top 
Flat’, August 1974.  (RAAF) 

 
The second phase of the exercise commenced on 

19 August but was marred by bad weather. Large 
cumulus cloud build up and poor visibility in smoke 
haze made the task of defending Darwin against low-
level air attack extremely difficult. The exercise 
ended with a tactics programme, and continuation of 
bombing missions to Quail Island which included F-
111 escort and bounce sorties. The final phase of the 
exercise progressed onto multiple air combat tactics 
missions. 

A three-aircraft deployment, led by the CO left for 
Pearce on 20 September to establish contact with No 
25 (City of Perth) Squadron.  An affiliation 
arrangement had been established between 77 
Squadron and 25 Squadron.  A flight of four Mirages 
from 2OCU accompanied the attachment to establish 
training requirements with No 2 FTS.  

During October Flight Lieutenant Jack Lynch 
experienced two unexpected incidents on two 

consecutive sorties.  On the 4th his aircraft suffered a 
partial loss of engine power but he was able to return 
to base and land safely.  On the 8th  the nose wheel of 
his aircraft would not lock into the down position.  As 
a consequence he was forced to land the aircraft with 
an unsafe nose wheel which he did very smoothly 
causing only minor damage to the aircraft.  He was 
awarded a ‘Green Endorsement’ in his log book for 
the professionalism he displayed handling the two 
emergencies. 

 

 
The Co introduces HRH Prince Charles to SqnLdrs 
G. Warrener and N. Smith.  AirCdre J. Flemming 
looks on. 
 

The highlight of the month was the visit to the 
Squadron by His Royal Highness, The Prince of 
Wales.  He was introduced to the officers and spoke 
with many of the airmen and was shown over a 
Mirage by Wing Commander Johnston.  

On 5 November Williamtown’s AVTUR fuel 
supply was declared unusable due to contamination 
and as a result flying was cancelled. On the 7th with 
base fuel supplies still contaminated, the Squadron 
deployed to Richmond in order to continue training.  
On return to Williamtown the Squadron deployed ten 
aircraft to Darwin for Exercise ‘Fence Post’. The 
Detachment Commander was Squadron Leader Al 
Taylor. The exercise consisted of intercepts, half of 
which were continuation controller training and the 
other half intercept director course training.  

The first ADEX for the exercise was held on 28 
November.  The targets were Vulcan aircraft from 
101 Squadron RAF, and F-111’s from 1 Squadron.  
Twelve kills were achieved from twenty three raids 
during the day and fourteen out of nineteen during the 
night phase.  Squadron maintenance personnel 
worked extremely well during the ADEX and 
achieved an excellent turnaround time of 32 minutes 
average over 36 sorties.  

After several false starts due to a tropical cyclone, 
the Squadron redeployed to Williamtown on 6 
December for the Christmas Break.  

The devastation of Darwin by Cyclone Tracey in 
1974 caused Squadron deployment plans to the area 
to be cancelled. 

In the New Year Squadron Leader Al Taylor was 
promoted and assumed command of the Squadron.  
On 16 February 1975  members of 25 (City of Perth) 
Squadron arrived for an annual camp. Forty three 25 
Squadron members of various technical musterings 
were employed for two weeks. The camp was highly 
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successful.  During their stay the Squadron took 
many of the 25 Squadron people for a ride in the dual 
Mirage. 

The Squadron used the ‘Butterfly’ air-to-air 
pattern for the first time on 24 March.  However, 
because the banners tended to fly horizontally the 
mission was not successful. Two aircraft were 
deployed to Avalon for trials associated with a new 
air-to-air banner towed by a Mirage.   
 

 
SqnLdr Neil Smith, SENGO, after his last flight. 

 
On the night of 28 April the Squadron flew dive 

bombing missions on Salt Ash Range. The results 
were generally good for the first night bombing by 
the Squadron in Mirage aircraft. 

On 19 May the Squadron carried out live FAC-
controlled bombing strikes on Beecroft Naval Range.  
This was the first opportunity for most pilots to use 
the MK 82 500lb high drag-bomb.  On the 21 May 
Squadron Leader Garry Gent, OPSO, flying A3-14 on 
an air to ground gunnery detail was hit by a ricochet 
on the underside of the port wing,  he did not hear or 
feel anything unusual during the gunnery pass and 
returned to Williamtown where the damage was 
found to be only minor. The air weapons programme 
to Beecroft continued through May culminating in an 
exercise where RAN A4s defended the range. 

During June thirteen aircraft, including a PR 
aircraft, deployed to Amberley for Exercise ‘Spanish 
Dollar’. 77 Squadron were the defenders against a 
strike force based at Williamtown, consisting of eight 
RNZAF A4’s and six F-111’s.  The Squadron 
returned to Williamtown on 27 June.  

The Squadron deployed five aircraft to Darwin on 
the 29 July for Exercise ‘Winter Swan’.  This was the 
first deployment since Cyclone Tracey and, despite 
the damage, RAAF Darwin was still able to offer 
excellent domestic and operational facilities.  On 4 
August four aircraft were deployed to Edinburgh for 
Exercise ‘Irish Hussar’ for PR and simulated strikes. 

During October the Squadron flew night dive 
bombing at Beecroft Range, Nowra on targets 
illuminated by flares dropped from Navy A4-
Skyhawks.  It was the first time that the Squadron had 
used parachute flares for Mirage night bombing. 

December commenced with two successful live 
Matra R530 firings at targets towed by Jindivik 
drones. The target had been developed by the 
Weapons Research Establishment (WRE) at 
Edinburgh and was named ‘Tonic’.  The combination 
of the Jindivik towing a Tonic target became known 
as Jin and Tonic!  During the same exercise two live 
Sidewinder missiles were fired at flare targets also 
towed by Jindiviks.  

On 5 December the SENGO, Squadron Leader 
Neil Smith, flew his final mission with the Squadron.  
He was the first and last SENGO to fly Mirages 
whilst holding down an engineering post with the 
Squadron.  

On 16 February 1976 nine aircraft deployed to 
Amberley for Exercise ‘Summer Rain’.  On 17 
February the complement of aircraft was brought up 
to fourteen.  The exercise consisted primarily of night 
missions against USAF F4 Phantoms based at 
Williamtown.  A total of 75 scrambles were ordered 
with only one abort.  Morale was high throughout the 
exercise and the conduct of squadron members drew 
favourable comment from the Officer Commanding 
Amberley.  

On the 4 March the Squadron formed yet another 
aerobatic display team to take part in Air Force Week 
displays.  The team, known as ‘The Miracles’, 
comprised Wing Commander Taylor (solo lead), 
Captain Jim Fauske (solo two) Squadron Leader Gent 
(formation lead), Flying Officer Al Begg (right 
wing), Flight Lieutenant Ian Wilkie (left wing) and  
Flight Lieutenant Kubank (slot). Captain Fauske, 
USAF, had the honour of being the first exchange 
pilot with 77 Squadron to be selected to fly in an 
aerobatic display team. 

 

 
FltLt G. Kubank receiving his Martin Baker Pin 
from WgCdr A. Taylor.  (77 Squadron) 
 

Formation practice commenced slowly due to bad 
weather but continued daily without incident until 16 
March when Flight Lieutenant Kubank (A3-14) 
experienced an engine compressor stall. With only 
500 feet of altitude he was forced to eject with only 
seconds to spare.  The aircraft was totally destroyed 
on impact just south of the airstrip. Kubank was 
recovered by the SAR helicopter and transported 
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back to base medical flight where his condition was 
assessed as satisfactory. 
 

 
‘Miracles’ moments of stark boredom injected with 
moments of sheer terror.  Amberley during March 
1976. L to R:  LAC M. Ohlin, Sgt V. Brooker 
(window), LAC B. Einam, LAC F. Lautenbach, LAC 
A. Harris, LAC A. Winton, WgCdr A. Taylor, Capt 
J. Fauske, FltLt I. Wilkie, Sgt J. Smith (doorway) 
PltOff T. Blessing, LAC Marmont.  (RAAF) 

 
     On 23 March  the ‘Miracles’ departed for 
Amberley with  Flight Lieutenant Turner  in place  
of Flight Lieutenant Kubank.    After practice at 
Amberley the team departed for Townsville on the 
25th for the first display scheduled for 27 March.  It 
was reported that the public at Townsville were 
thoroughly impressed with the display, thus the hard 
work put in by the display pilots and by the ground 
crew finally started to bear fruit. On Saturday 3 April 
the ‘Miracles’ performed at Williamtown before a 
crowd of 40,000 people. Following the show the team 
departed for Richmond for the last display in the 
series.  They returned home on Sunday evening, with 
the ground crew returning on the Monday morning. 

 

 
FltLt I. Wilkie after his incident. ’Doc’ originally 
didn’t believe in rocket bay fire lights, however he 
now believes in witchcraft and the tooth fairy!  

Back on the operational side of the Squadron, 
further traumas were occurring.  On 6 April whilst 
carrying out day and night bombing and gunnery 
missions at Beecroft Range Flight Lieutenant Wilkie 
(A3-41) noticed a rocket motor fire warning light 
illuminate.  This was confusing as the electrical 
circuit had supposedly been disconnected some years 
earlier.  When various items of equipment dropped 
offline Wilkie decided to land at Nowra.  After 
landing a fire was confirmed but had extinguished 
itself in flight.  The aircraft was assessed as having 
sustained CAT 4 damage.  It was dismantled at 
Nowra and trucked back to Williamtown. The aircraft 
eventually finished up as a training aid at RAAF 
Wagga Wagga.  All Mirages were grounded as a 
result of the fire and checked for cracked fuel drains 
from the combustion chambers.  

In April, Flight Lieutenant Kubank flew 2KO disc 
jockey Peter Meehan over Newcastle for an hour long 
radio show from the air.  This was a first, not only for 
the Squadron, but for Newcastle. 
 

 
Baron Von Dreadful (FltLt D. Freedman) and Sir 
Percy Goodfellow (FltLt G. Kubank) on their way 
to war.   (RAAF) 

 
The Squadron held a very successful family day 

on 21 May.  Comprehensive displays and working 
models of Mirage systems drew complementary 
remarks.  A mock air battle between Sir Percy 
Goodfellow (Flight Lieutenant Kubank) and Baron 
Von Dreadful (Flight Lieutenant Dave Freedman) had 
to be called off when the Baron’s Fokker (Tiger 
Moth) refused to start.  A simulated ground attack 
mission put on by four Mirages against mock targets 
timed to explode at the right moment gave relatives 
and friends some insight into squadron operations. 

The highlight of June was the presentation of the 
Kittyhawk ‘Best Fighter Squadron’ Trophy to 77 
Squadron. The presentation brought together several 
past Commanding Officers of the Squadron.  After a 
short flying display and presentation of the trophy, a 
buffet for all Squadron and Kittyhawk associated 
members was held in the Airmen’s Mess.  

During the month Safety Equipment Section 
passed a significant milestone of 8,200 failure free 
brake chute deployments.  The month ended on a sad 
note when Flight Lieutenant William ‘Bags’ 
Vandenberg (A3-61) was killed on 24 June during a 
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night dive bombing mission at Salt Ash Range.  He 
crashed into the sea whilst running in on to the range.  
SAR facilities reacted with commendable speed but it 
soon became obvious that no hope could be held for 
the pilot.  A memorial service for Flight Lieutenant 
Vandenberg was held at the Base Chapel on 29 June.  

On 7 July the Squadron dropped MK 82 HES high 
drag bombs for the first time at Singleton air weapons 
range with encouraging results.  From 16 to 30 July 
four aircraft led by Squadron Leader Brian ‘Beege’ 
Weston deployed to Darwin for trials associated with 
the newly installed SURAD radar. 
 

 
Kittyhawk Trophy presentation 1976.  AVM R.T. 
Susans, Mr Alwyn Quoy, WgCdr A.C. Taylor. 

 
On 26 July six aircraft, led by Squadron Leader 

Gent deployed to Townsville for the 3RAR field 
Exercise ‘Dauntless Defender’.  The exercise required 
sorties to be flown under FAC control in the High 
Range area west of Townsville.  Defence of Caribous 
against 2OCU Macchis was also required. 

The Squadron deployed fourteen aircraft to 
Amberley on 16 August for two weeks to participate 
in Air Defence Exercise ‘Pacesetter’.  On the same 
day F-111 aircraft of 6 Squadron deployed to 
Williamtown to become the ‘Orange Land’ (enemy) 
strike force.  

Phase One of ADEX ‘Pacesetter’ was conducted 
on the 18th to practice Air Defence Identification 
Zone (ADIZ procedures).  Phase Two of the ADEX 
was conducted on the evening of the 23rd. Twenty 
intercept missions were flown from either a scramble 
or from a combat air patrol.  Many missed intercepts 
occurred because of the realistic operational approach 
taken by the F-111s. These results highlighted the 
limitations of the air defence system against modern 
tactical aircraft. The final phase on the 25th resulted in 
a more pleasing result.  Combat Air Patrols (CAPS) 
were employed to enhance the early warning system 
and these were successful because of the excellent 
visibility and the requirements for F-111 to display 
their navigation lights on bright and flashing.  

On 27 August the Squadron redeployed to 
Williamtown.  Just prior to landing Flight Lieutenant 
Kerry ‘Clak’ Clarke was forced to jettison his 
MATRA R530 missile into Stockton Bight due to an 
unsafe main undercarriage indication; however his 
landing was uneventful. 

On Saturday 25 September, one half of the 
Squadron was at work as usual whilst the other half 

formed part of the base contingent to celebrate the 
Freedom of Entry to the Shire of Port Stephens 
granted to RAAF Base Williamtown.  The ceremony 
was held at Raymond Terrace in conjunction with the 
township’s 175th Anniversary festivities.  The 
Squadron proudly displayed the Standard during the 
parade and a four-aircraft formation fly past 
coincided with the actual presentation. 

October proved to be a very interesting month 
with Squadron aircraft engaging in combat and 
intercepts against eight different aircraft types 
belonging to the US and Australian Navies as part of 
the ‘Kangaroo Two’ exercise.  The highlight was the 
dissimilar aircraft combat tactics against the USN F-
14 Tomcats.  Before the programme ten base pilots 
flew out to the USS Enterprise in a Greyhound 
(carrier on-board delivery aircraft) for a face-to-face 
briefing with F-14 aircrew.  The missions that were 
flown highlighted the superiority of the Tomcat’s 
long range kill capability; however, its vulnerability 
at close range against the Mirage was evident with 
some convincing gun kills being achieved by 77 
Squadron pilots. 

During three ADEX periods conducted between 
the 12 and 14 October the Squadron joined forces 
with 2OCU to defend Williamtown from the 
combined Fleet Air Arm of USS Enterprise and 
HMAS Melbourne.  The fleet launched mass raids of 
Skyhawk, Intruder, Prowler, Vigilante and Corsair 11 
aircraft to strike Williamtown.  Tomcat aircraft were 
used as escort aircraft to defend the strike force.  
With fair weather during the early phases of the 
ADEX the results for both forces was quite 
rewarding. The final phase was somewhat 
disappointing due to bad weather restricting carrier 
launches and recovery.  

 For the final phase of Exercise ‘Kangaroo Two’ 
the Squadron deployed to Townsville on 15 October.  
Their role was to provide close air support and 
tactical photographic reconnaissance support to the 
Orange Force.  Most of the hours flown were in 
transit from Townsville to the Shoalwater Bay 
exercise area.  The F-14 Tomcats were successfully 
employed as air defence for Blue Force and  claimed 
many Mirages in transit to the exercise area.  After 
the exercise the Squadron redeployed to Williamtown 
on 27 October.  

A McDonnell Douglas TF-15 Eagle aircraft 
arrived at Williamtown from Guam on 2 November 
as part of a demonstration tour of Australia as a 
possible Mirage replacement.  Some 23 fortunate 
Williamtown pilots were able to evaluate the TF-15 
from flights in the back seat.  The TF-15 departed for 
Honolulu on 10 November (with an in-flight 
refueling KC-135) but not before leaving a 
favourable impression on the base for performance 
and serviceability. The five fortunate Squadron pilots 
to have a back seat ride were Wing Commander 
Taylor, Squadron Leader Gent, Squadron Leader 
Weston, Flight Lieutenant Robert ‘Trudy’ Treloar 
and Flight Lieutenant Shane Welsh.   

Two squadron aircraft (A3-36 and A3-73) 
together with one aircraft from 2OCU flew to Darwin 
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on the 24 November as the first stage of a ferry flight 
to replenish aircraft that had been lost during the year 
at Butterworth.  The second stage of the ferry was 
flown to Singapore via Bali with the aircraft being 
left in Singapore,  and the aircrew returned to 
Williamtown by Hercules aircraft. 

 

       
      FltLt Freedman after his canopy explosion  
     13 December 1976. 
 

By the beginning of December, the Squadron was 
winding down for the long awaited Christmas break.  
The year was not to end quietly as on 13 December 
Flight Lieutenant Freedman suffered a cut forehead 
whilst returning to Williamtown from Amberley in 
the back seat of a 2OCU Dual Mirage flown by 
Squadron Leader Mike Nixon.  The aircraft was 
flying at 48,000ft at Mach 1.95 when the aircraft 
suffered an explosive decompression after the canopy 
blew out. 

In December Wing Commander Dennis, ‘Stinky’, 
Stenhouse arrived to take over the duties of CO from 
Wing Commander Taylor who was posted to HQ 
Williamtown.  

On 14 February 1977 the Squadron participated in 
the annual fire power demonstration at Puckapunyal 
Army Base in Victoria.  On the 16th  six aircraft took 
part in a twelve-aircraft fly-past for the official 
opening of the Joint Warfare Establishment at 
Williamtown.  

Aircraft A3-3 was received on 7 March from 
storage at Avalon. Since the disbandment of  76 
Squadron in 1973, the aircraft had been completely 
refurbished before being released from storage,  in 
addition, it had successfully passed an acceptance test 
flight.  However, during an acceptance ‘A’ servicing 
a bird strike which was approximately five years old 
was found in one of the auxiliary intakes.  As the 
remains of the bird had been painted over a skin 
repair was required which took the Squadron 110 
man hours to effect.  

On 8 March Wing Commander Stenhouse led a 
section of 12 Mirage aircraft in a fly-past over a 

Silver Jubilee Parade before Her Majesty the Queen.  
The high speed section of the fly past was led by four 
F-111 aircraft followed by four Navy Skyhawks with 
the 12 Mirages in the rear.  All went well until about 
30 seconds from overhead of the parade when the 
lead F-111 called ‘jinking left’ and ‘jinking right’.  
This short sharp manoeuvre did absolutely nothing 
for formation integrity.  The thoughts of all Squadron 
pilots taking part were suitably recorded in a cartoon 
drawn by Flight Lieutenant Steve Low.  After the 
parade the aircraft recovered directly back to 
Williamtown.  
 

 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee Fly Past 
FltLt Steve Low’s interpretation of the events. 
 

At the end of March an air-to-air gunnery 
programme got underway, and finished on 6 April.  
New scoring rules had been devised, and not 
surprisingly, the pilot who devised the rules got top 
score.  ‘Cynicism was rife.’ 

On 15 April four aircraft departed for Townsville 
for a five day exercise called ‘Shifting Sand’. The 
exercise was designed to evaluate helicopter tactics 
against hostile fighter aircraft.  From the Squadron 
point of view the exercise was excellent as all pilots 
who took part gained a great deal of knowledge. 

Exercise ‘War Bonnet’ was conducted at 
Williamtown on 27 and 28 April. The exercise was 
run much more realistically than previous air defence 
exercises in that the whole base was placed on a war 
footing, rather than just 77 Squadron and 3CRU.  An 
aircraft dispersal plan was used and base blackout 
procedures were observed at night fall. The Squadron 
defended Williamtown against F-111 aircraft from 
Amberley and F4 aircraft from Nowra.  As it turned 
out the exercise was very low key  as over the 17 
hour exercise period only thirty-four raids were 
carried out.  A number of pilots became airborne 
three times without carrying out an intercept. 

After many weeks of preparation the Squadron 
celebrated the 7/7/77 in grand style.  The day 
commenced with a ceremonial parade during which 
the Squadron standard was shown and the parade was 
reviewed by Air Commodore  ‘Jake’ Newham the Air 
Officer Temporarily Commanding, Headquarters 
Operational Command.  After the parade a Squadron 
photograph was taken followed by a social function 
in the hangar.  Guests for the day  included ex 
Commanding Officers,  World War II  Squadron  
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7/7/77 Parade Shield 

 
 

members, two Korean veterans and latter day 
members. 

On 12 July Wing Commander Stenhouse flew to 
RAAF Edinburgh to present a squadron plaque and 
bestow honorary squadron membership on Ryan 
Martin who was born at 7.07 am on 7/7/77 in the 
Queen Victoria Hospital, Adelaide.  The same honour 
was also bestowed on Andrew Hill of Newcastle by  
the OPSO Squadron Leader Dave Bowden. Andrew 
was born at 7 am on 7/7/77. In addition he arrived 7 
days early.  

On 15 July, during an air-to-air gunnery mission, 
Flight Lieutenant Low scored 60 out of 120 rounds 
on the banner to stand as the best air to air gunnery 
score in Mirage aircraft up to that time.  

The Squadron departed for Amberley on 22 
August for Exercise ‘Arctic Ruler’.  Fourteen aircraft 
were involved for the first week of the detachment.  
During the week intercept sorties were flown as a 
workup for both the pilots and the 114 MCRU 
controllers.  Six pilots were attached to the Squadron 
from Butterworth and two from 2OCU for the 
exercise period. The Squadron flew on three nights 
during the first week after arriving at Amberley, 
however the exercise itself commenced at 0800 hours 
on Tuesday of the second week and continued for the 
following three days.  The detachment returned to 
Williamtown on 2 September.  

On 14 September during a night flying mission 
Flight Lieutenant Ron Haack achieved the 
Squadron’s first FOX strike on take-off.  His trophy, 
the fox’s brush, took pride of place on the operations 
desk for two days before having to be discarded due  

 
 

 
to the rich aroma that was pervading the pilot’s crew 
room.   

The Squadron deployed ten aircraft to Learmonth 
W.A. on 27 October, for Exercise ‘Golden West’.  
The only hitch on the deployment occurred when the 
CO, Wing Commander Stenhouse, flying A3-39, ran 
off the runway at Alice Springs following brake 
failure.  No major damage was sustained and A3-39, 
two escort aircraft, and maintenance personnel 
remained overnight for repairs. 

After settling in, strikes were flown on Learmonth 
Range using 500lb HE bombs. Before the Squadron 
returned to Williamtown a number of people took the 
opportunity of a trip on some of the prawn trawlers 
operating from Exmouth. The Squadron successfully 
re-deployed on 9 November.  

On 3 December, nine Squadron aircraft together 
with four A4 Skyhawks participated in the final 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee fly-past over Sydney. The 
following day an Air Show was held at Williamtown, 
the Squadron provided thirteen sorties. That 
afternoon four aircraft flew to Canberra and together 
with four Navy Skyhawks staged a fly-past over the 
closing ceremony of the 1977 Pacific Games. 

The first deployment of 1978 departed on 6 
February to East Sale for  MK82 500lb  HE bombing 
and gunnery missions.  The sorties profile involved a 
High-Low navex and strike on Dutson Range with 
MK82 HE 500lb bombs followed by two gunnery 
passes. The second week of the deployment involved 
a fire power demonstration at Pukapunyal.  After 
practice on 16 February the demonstration took place 
the next day with aircraft carrying four MK82 500lb  
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77 Squadron and RAN personnel at Amberley, August 1977.  (RAAF) 

 
HE bombs and 180 rounds of 30mm HE ammunition.  

During the deployment Flight Lieutenant Ian 
Watson (A3-08) had to abort take-off due to a blown 
tyre,  he engaged the barrier at approximately 90 
knots.  Unfortunately, the aircraft nose wheel 
collapsed and the aircraft fell on the centre line fuel 
tank which ruptured and burst into flames. As soon as 
the aircraft stopped, Flight Lieutenant Watson shut 
the engine down, un-strapped, and sprinted away 
from the aircraft.   The East Sale emergency services 
were quickly in attendance and despite the intensity 
of the fire and the threat from live ordinance, the fire 
was quickly extinguished and the aircraft disarmed.  
The aircraft damage was assessed as Cat 5,  the 
starboard wing of A3-08 finished up at Wagga to be 
fitted to A3-41 as a training aid. 

In March a decision was made by Headquarters 
Operational Command to transfer the Squadron ‘D’ 
servicing responsibility to No. 481 Maintenance 
Squadron for a three month trial. With the transfer of 
twenty personnel to 481 Squadron during April the  
Squadron’s ability to deploy was reduced as the ‘D’ 
team had been used to support deployments. 
Whenever this occurred the back log of work on ‘D’ 
Servicings was caught up at a later date.   

Exercise ‘Shifting Sand 2’ was held at Woomera 
during April, and the Squadron deployed five aircraft 
there to assist transport and helicopter squadrons in 
their development of anti-fighter tactics. 

On 14 August F-5E Tiger II aircraft from the 
USAF Aggressor Squadron arrived at Williamtown to 
conduct dissimilar aircraft tactics against the Mirages.  
The exercise was called ‘Grand Legend’.  During the 
F5-E’s visit all squadron pilots flew at least one sortie 
against them.  The exercise was a complete success 
and did much to boost the standard of Squadron air 
combat tactics. 

On 13 September the Squadron deployed to 
Townsville for Exercise ‘In Concert’.  The exercise 
commenced on 30 September and involved Army 
support. Photo-reconnaissance tasks were also carried 
out around Townsville.   Aircraft serviceability was 
good throughout the exercise.  Squadron pilots gained  

 

 
excellent training in a hostile air-to-ground envir- 
onment with intercepts occurring both before and 
after the target.  The exercise finished on 11 October 
and the Squadron redeployed to Williamtown on 13 
October.  

On 7 December Wing Commander Lindsay 
Naylor DFC arrived on posting to take over as 
Commanding Officer. Wing Commander Stenhouse 
departed on posting to Headquarters Operational 
Command on 15 December.  

 

        
‘Stinkys’ last flight after the traditional hosing. 

 
When ‘Stinky’ flew his last sortie prior to 

departure, anticipating that he would receive the 
traditional hosing down, ‘Stinky’  taxied his aircraft 
into the revetments at the end of the strip.  After 
shutting down he quickly changed and then taxied up 
to the 77 Squadron lines.  Fire hoses and bags of 
French chalk were waiting when he stepped out 
dressed in a swimming costume, raincoat, cap and 
running shoes.  After being hosed down, he was taken 
for a tour of the base in the ‘hot seat’.  
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In March 1979 Squadron Leader Treloar and 
Flight Lieutenant Brian Johnson appeared on the 
Mike Walsh Show. They were interviewed about the 
upcoming air displays at Amberley and Richmond. 
Whilst on the show Flight Lieutenant Johnson learnt 
that he had won the Sir Richard Williams Trophy for 
the most improved Fighter Pilot in 1978.  On 2 June 
he received the award from General McKee (USAF) 
at a Squadron parade. 

 

 
Perth rock band, Crumpet, caused much feminist 
flack when they visited the detachment. (RAAF) 
 

On Friday 30 March four Squadron aircraft 
accompanied by four Macchis from 2FTS carried out 
a fly past over a tri-service march through the main 
street of Perth.  Members of 25 Squadron hosted the 
Squadron during the period and assisted with 
maintenance during the stay in Pearce. On 1 April the 
Squadron participated in an open day at Pearce.  A 
solo handling demonstration was flown by Flight 
Lieutenant Warwick Guy in addition a three aircraft 
simulated ground attack demonstration was staged.  
An estimated 40,000 people turned up to watch the 
display. 

The Squadron left Pearce on 2 April and flew to 
Avalon for air display practice.  On 7 and 8 April the 
Squadron display team flew displays at Edinburgh 
and Laverton RAAF bases and returned to 
Williamtown on the 9th.  Also on 9 April the 
Squadron carried out a co-ordinated attack with F-
111 aircraft on the USS Roark as it departed 
Newcastle Harbour.  

 

 
Exercise ‘Willoh 2’ December 1979 (RAAF) 
 

On 15 October the Squadron deployed eight 
aircraft to Rockhampton for Exercise ‘Kangaroo 
Three’.  The aircraft operated as part of the ‘Blue’ 

task force in the Shoalwater Bay area. Two aircraft 
were also deployed to Amberley to operate in the 
photo-reconnaissance role. Squadron members had to 
endure primitive facilities for sleeping and aircraft 
maintenance.  Despite this, morale was high and there 
were no engine problems of note.  The Squadron 
returned to Williamtown on 31 October.  

On 15 October the Squadron deployed eight 
aircraft to Rockhampton for Exercise ‘Kangaroo 
Three’.  The aircraft operated as part of the ‘Blue’ 
task force in the Shoalwater Bay area. Two aircraft 
were also deployed to Amberley to operate in the 
photo-reconnaissance role. Squadron members had to 
endure primitive facilities for sleeping and aircraft 
maintenance.  Despite this, morale was high and there 
were no engine problems of note.  The Squadron 
returned to Williamtown on 31 October 
 

         
          WgCdr L. Naylor  (77 Squadron) 

 
Six aircraft departed for Ohakea New Zealand for 

Exercise ‘Willoh Two’ on 29 November.  The fact 
that this was the first time that the Squadron had 
deployed Mirages out of Australia and the first time 
the Squadron had left Australia in 13 years helped 
make the exercise memorable.   Flying began during 
the first week of December. The second week was 
spent flying tactics missions against the A4 
Skyhawks of 75 Squadron RNZAF at Ohakea.  On 14 
December the detachment returned to Williamtown 
via Noumea, the first time Mirages had visited the 
French Colony. 

Flying recommenced in the second week of 1980 
with ground support armament demonstrations were 
held at Singleton and Salt Ash bombing ranges. The 
bombing and strafing programme continued in 
preparation for a fire power display at Puckapunyal 
Army Base. In mid-February night bombing was 
carried out.  

The bombing practice was interrupted on 11 
February when five aircraft deployed to RAAF Base 
East Sale to take part in a fly-past over Melbourne as 
part of the funeral arrangements for Sir Richard 
Williams ‘the father of the RAAF’.  

In early February six aircraft deployed to East 
Sale for the Puckapunyal fire power demonstration. 
On the morning of 18 February, during bombing at 
Dutson Range, Flight Lieutenant John ‘Truckie’ Carr 
(A3-75) had an engine flameout.  After trying 
unsuccessfully  to relight the engine he ejected from 
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the aircraft.   Flight Lieutenant Carr  landed in grass 
and reeds some two metres high but was quickly 
winched out by helicopter and flown to hospital.  He 
suffered a hairline fracture to the spine, as well as 
cuts and burns to his chin caused by the helmet strap. 

The aircraft crashed in marshland on a narrow 
strip of land separating the La Trobe River from 
Dowd’s Morass near Dutson Range.  On impact, 
clouds of black smoke and burning swamp grass 
obscured the crash site.  Due to the inhospitable 
terrain firemen and police did not attempt to 
extinguish the fire which spread quickly and 
approximately 200 hectares of swamp was burnt out. 

On 10 March, a Mirage piloted by Flight 
Lieutenant Paul ‘Device’ Devine took part in the 
Army Rapier missile trials at North Head, Sydney.  A 
segment of the trials was screened on ‘Nation Wide’ 
and, although the Mirage featured prominently, 77 
Squadron did not get a mention.  

On 2 May, six aircraft were involved in CAP 
exercises with HMAS Hobart. On return to 
Williamtown A3-58, piloted by Pilot Officer Graham 
‘Butts’ Butterworth, experienced an undercarriage 
malfunction.  After several attempts to recycle the 
undercarriage the aircraft was headed out to sea for a 
planned ejection,  with the aircraft critically low on 
fuel, the pilot ejected safely and the aircraft crashed 
just short of the beach at Tanilba Bay.  

The Squadron commenced a live air-to-air 
gunnery programme on 2 June. Target-towing was 
provided by Canberras from No. 2 Squadron,  in 
addition, several sorties were flown against a special 
trial target towed by an ARDU Mirage.  Although a 
problem occurred with the release unit the trial was a 
success.  Canberras continued as the target tug for air-
to-air gunnery until withdrawal from service in mid 
1982.  

The RAAF Analytical Maintenance Programme 
(RAMP) servicing policy was introduced in April,  
the arrangement replaced the ‘D’ servicing 
arrangement with an ‘R’ servicing.  On 17 June Flight 
Lieutenant Dave Halloran flew the last ‘Post D’ air 
test at Williamtown.  

 

 
Ohakea August 1980, 77 Squadron ground crew 
(RAAF) 

 
July proved to be a very busy month.  On 24 July 

the Squadron deployed 12 aircraft to Townsville for a 
strike programme in the High Range training area, 
including 15 sorties in support of an Air Contact 

Officer (ACO) course.  In the second week, strikes 
with bounce aircraft and escorts were carried out on 
Rattlesnake Island.  

On 28 July, four A4 Skyhawks arrived from 
RNZAF Ohakea for a ten day detachment. The 
exercise, code named ‘Willoh Three’ was a joint 
strike programme on Salt Ash Range with the 
Mirages and A4 Skyhawks alternating between 
bounce, escort and strike roles. The dissimilar tactics 
with the A4s continued into early August when the 
New Zealand detachment returned home.  

On 7 August eight Mirages and twelve pilots 
deployed to Ohakea, New Zealand for Exercise 
‘Willoh IV’. The programme involved tactics and 
navigation exercises with RNZAF A4 Skyhawks and 
BAC167 Strikemaster aircraft.  The Squadron aircraft 
transited to Ohakea direct, and returned via Auckland 
and Noumea on 20 August. 

From 27 August until 9 September the Squadron 
took part in Exercise ‘Pacific Consort’.  The exercise 
involved air-to-air tactics with USAF F15 Eagle 
aircraft and defending the Williamtown against low 
level attacks from F-111C aircraft from Amberley.  

On 3 October twelve aircraft deployed to 
Learmonth, via Alice Springs, for Exercise ‘Western 
Reward’, which involved strike missions using MK82 
laser-guided bombs.  It was the first time the 
Squadron had used the laser-guided bomb system 
which involved a ground-based laser designator to 
‘spot’ the target.  The aircraft would then attack the 
target, release the bomb and an on-board sensor 
would pick up the laser target image.  The bomb 
would then guide itself with pinpoint accuracy to the 
laser spot on the target. 

On 16 December Wing Commander Gent was 
posted in to take over the position of CO 77 Squadron 
from Wing Commander Naylor.  

On 26 February 1981 four aircraft and support 
crew deployed to New Zealand to participate in the 
RNZAF ‘Air Force Day 1981’.  On Sunday 1 March 
Squadron Leader Steve Low gave a single aircraft 
aerobatic performance. 

 

 
SqnLdr S. Low and SENGO SqnLdr A.Wylie 
 

On 28 March eight Squadron aircraft took part in 
a Freedom of the City parade through Newcastle. On 
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the 28 and 29 March Squadron Leader Steve Low and 
Flight Lieutenant Dave Pietsch took part in the 
Schofield Air Show,  sporting the new Diamond 
Jubilee red, white and blue paint scheme, the two 
aircraft carried out a synchronised aerobatic routine. 

 

 
Leaving for Schofield’s air show sporting the new 
paint scheme  (RAAF) 

 

 
PltOff P. Bishop taxying back from the opening 
flypast as the Catalina shows its style at 
Amberley. 
 

On 2 April seven aircraft deployed to Amberley to 
take part in the RAAF Diamond Jubilee Air Show.  
The Squadron contributed to the air show on 5 April 
with the opening formation fly-past, synchronised 
aerobatics by Squadron Leader Low and Flight 
Lieutenant Pietsch, and a close air support 
demonstration. The Squadron’s small maintenance 
support team was stretched to the limit when twelve 
extra Mirage aircraft from 2OCU landed at Amberley 
after the final flypast because of inclement weather at 
Williamtown. The Squadron re-deployed to 
Williamtown the next day.  

Mr. Ron Donaldson, an original ground crew 
member of No 77 Squadron, visited the Squadron as 
the guest of the OC RAAF Williamtown and 77 
Squadron on 28 April.  

Forty members of 77 Squadron visited Kempsey 
over the weekend of 9 to 10 May to participate in the 
Kempsey Shire’ Cavalcade of Sport’  and to establish 
a liaison between the citizens of Kempsey Shire and 
77 Squadron.  On the Saturday the Squadron led the 
‘Cavalcade of Sport’ parade through the streets of 
Kempsey after which  the CO, Wing Commander 
Gent, was invited to officially open the 1981 
Kempsey Cavalcade of Sport.  Squadron members 
competed in all the sporting activities. The result of 
which can be gauged from the fact that twenty people 
returned to Kempsey to compete in the Kempsey raft 
race on 24 May.  

 

 
WgCdr Garry Gent opens the 1981 Cavalcade of 

Sport at Kempsey. 
 

Flying ceased on 20 May for almost three weeks 
when all Mirage aircraft were grounded due a flight 
control problem.  Flying started up again in June with 
a tactical intercept programme as part of the working 
up phase for ADEX ‘Pitch Black’.  

On 20 June thirty seven members of the 
Kittyhawk Squadron Branch of the Air Force 
Association visited the Squadron for the presentation 
of the 1980 Kittyhawk Trophy to the Squadron by 
Korean Veteran AVM J.W. Newham, CAFD.  The 
presentation was held in the Kittyhawk Club and was 
attended by all base Commanding Officers and 63 
Squadron members.  

Four aircraft departed for Air Base Butterworth, 
Malaysia on 23 June to replace aircraft returning for 
major servicing  however, the four aircraft returned to 
Williamtown from Townsville the following day after 
the Indonesian diplomatic clearance was revoked for 
a refueling stop on Bali.  

On 24 June, Colonel Ki Sung Moon, the Korean 
Defence Attaché visited the Squadron. During the 
visit he presented a plaque commemorating the 
valuable role played by 77 Squadron in the Korean 
War.  

 

 
The usual traps at Townsville, the heat, the hill 
and the birds.  July 1981.  (RAAF) 
 

On 7 July a detachment of 12 aircraft, led by 
Wing Commander Gent, deployed to Townsville for 
strike, close air support and night flare illumination 
exercises.  On 11 July a deployment of Skyhawk 
aircraft from 75 Squadron RNZAF arrived at 
Townsville.  This enabled dissimilar air combat 
tactics missions to be flown against 75 Squadron for 
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the remainder of the deployment. The Squadron 
returned on 24 July without incident. 

From 10 August the Squadron operated with 
Forward Air Control (FAC) Winjeels at Singleton 
bombing range practicing high and low strikes 
profiles.  During a recovery from a strafing run, 
Flight Lieutenant Sean Trestrail’s aircraft (A3-15) 
was hit by a ricochet, the aircraft handling was not 
affected and he returned to Williamtown without 
incident,  also during the programme Pilot Officer 
Peter Bishop (A3-2) was forced to jettison both 286 
gallon fuel tanks on take-off after the aircraft had an 
afterburner blow out and partial compressor stall. The 
aircraft came to rest in the arrestor barrier.  
     On 8 September during live missile firing, Flight 
Lieutenant Jorge Washington’s  aircraft, A3-44, 
received sustained fragmentation damage when the 
missile he fired detonated shortly after leaving the 
aircraft. 
     Returning from a photo-reconnaissance sortie on 9 
September Flying Officer Nick ‘Country” Alexander 
ejected over Salt Ash  following problems with the 
right hand main wheel when lowering the 
undercarriage during return.  His aircraft, A3-80, 
crashed near Swan Bay and he was picked  up by a 
Hunter District Water Board truck. 
 

 
‘K81’ working area Rockhampton 1981 (RAAF) 
 

On 15 October five aircraft departed for 
Rockhampton to participate in Exercise ‘up by a 
Kangaroo 81’. A further six aircraft following on 19 
October. During the exercise, close air support and 
battlefield air defence sorties were flown. In addition, 
dissimilar air combat tactics (DACT) missions 
against American Fl5 and RNZAF Skyhawk aircraft 
were also a feature of the exercise. During the 
exercise a number of photo reconnaissance missions 
were flown. 

On 30 November eight aircraft departed for 
Ohakea, New Zealand, to participate in Exercise 
‘Willoh 81/4’.  Sorties flown from Ohakea consisted 
of Hi-Lo navigation and pairs strike missions to 
various bombing ranges,  although 75 Squadron 
RNZAF Skyhawks provided an occasional ‘bounce’ 
no tactics missions were flown, due to the 
impracticality of reconfiguring the aircraft during 
such a short exercise period.  On 9 December the 
aircraft departed Ohakea for return via Auckland and 
Noumea.  

In February the first changeover of Mirage aircraft 
from Butterworth for 1982 occurred when four 

aircraft departed for Malaysia as part of ‘Project 
Murai’. 

On 16 March the Squadron celebrated 40 years 
RAAF service.  A special Commanding Officer’s 
Parade was held on the 77 Squadron tarmac area with 
a flight line of Mirage aircraft providing a back drop 
for the parade.  The Squadron’s 40th Anniversary 
Cabaret was held at the Newcastle Workers Club on 
1 April.   
 

 
Original 77 Squadron foundation members gather 
at the 40th Anniversary dinner. 
 

As the Squadron had formed in West Australia in 
March 1942 as part of Anniversary activities, seven 
aircraft deployed to RAAF Pearce.  The Squadron 
was welcomed and hosted during the deployment by 
No. 25 (City of Perth) Squadron. A Hi-Lo navigation 
programme commenced at Pearce, while the dual A3-
102 (Daphne) was continually programmed for 2FTS 
aircrew cadets motivational and familiarization 
flying. 

 

 
Pearce 40th Anniversary detachment April 1982 
(RAAF) 
 

During March and April  the Squadron conducted 
mixed exercises with A4 Skyhawks from 75 
Squadron RNZAF and in June with the A4 Skyhawks 
of the Republic of Singapore Air Force.  During the 
week 17 to 21 May a live firing air-to-air gunnery 
programme was conducted.  Due to the phase out of 
Canberra aircraft from service in late 1982, this was 
77 Squadron’s last opportunity to fire at a banner 
towed by this historic aircraft. 

On 24 May Wing Commander Gent led twelve 
aircraft to RAAF Townsville for Exercise ‘Iron 
Standard’.  Whilst at Townsville a mini-war scenario 
was conducted as well as a bombing programme 
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using laser-guided bombs on the High Range and 
Cordelia Rocks ranges. 

Exercise ‘Pitch Black’ was held at Williamtown 
from 26 to 30 July,  during the exercise the Squadron 
defended the base conducting intercept and CAP 
missions. 

Deployment orders for exercise ‘Western Reward’ 
were received on 26 August. The departure of all 
thirteen Mirage aircraft was delayed due to heavy fog 
at Williamtown, but all aircraft eventually departed 
with the first wave leaving at noon.  The maintenance 
support party of 145 personnel departed on a RAAF 
707 aircraft the following day.  

 The initial programme at Learmonth involved a 
working-up phase with 114 MCRU from Amberley, 
also during this phase missions against the Army 
Rapier missile teams were flown in readiness for the 
next stage of the exercise.   

Initially, many maintenance problems were 
encountered due to the lack of a hangar, but these 
were eventually overcome.  The entire aircraft 
servicing and repairs had to be carried out on the 
tarmac using a large tent as a repair section and due 
to the lack of lighting, all maintenance had to cease at 
nightfall.  

 

 
Exercise ‘Western Reward’ 23 September 1982 
 

Accommodation at Learmonth was also a 
problem.  Despite all the early difficulties Squadron 
morale remained high and many social functions 
were held on the base.  One of the highlights was the 
Miss RAAF Learmonth Pageant in which the 
Squadron performed creditably with Miss Roberta 
Umsted gaining second place. The Airmen’s Fancy 
Dress Parade also resulted in many imaginative 
entries from the Squadron.  Dave Shotton and Bob 
Umstead had their heads wrapped in bandages, their 
bodies covered in mercurochrome and with sponge 
rubber on their backs went as a pair of feet with tinea!  
Another imaginative entry was that of Bosie 
Bosworth who went as a Mirage aircraft, but during 
the night suffered many undercarriage malfunctions 
which resulted in severe damage to his nose cone.  
Bernie Caddy attended wearing only a RAAF blue 
raincoat and, with a strategically stuffed sock was, as 
he described himself, the only true airman! 

In between social events a mini-war with strike, 
escort and bounce missions, interspersed with 

 
Western Reward by Squadron photographer  
LAC Mal Dawson. 

 
intercept missions against F-111 and Orion aircraft 
was waged. The final phase of the exercise was 
devoted to low and medium level intercepts.  During 
the exercise the Squadron photographer, LAC Mal 
Dawson, produced cartoons on daily events and   on 
return to Williamtown these were compiled into a 
small booklet.  After a rewarding deployment all 
thirteen aircraft returned to Williamtown via Alice 
Springs, arriving on 29 September.  

During October the Squadron put on a static 
display as part of the Raymond Terrace Promotional 
Week.  On 23 October the squadron participated in 
the Twin Rivers Festival raft race.  

On 16 November Wing Commander Gent led nine 
aircraft to Pearce via Alice Springs for Exercise 
‘Sandgroper’.  The transit flight was uneventful and 
all aircraft arrived in time to welcome USAF F16 and 
USN A4 Skyhawk aircraft to Pearce for dissimilar 
aircraft tactics.  The exercise proved to be most 
successful, surprisingly, the kill count was very even.  

On 19 November the Squadron was advised that 
Wing Commander R.V.A. Johnston (retired) had died 
unexpectedly.  He had served as CO of 77 Squadron 
from February 1973 to January 1975. A service 
funeral was conducted on 23 November in the Base 
Chapel and afterwards at the Beresfield Crematorium.  

To complete the year’s flying commitments a four 
aircraft flypast was carried out on 22 December.  This 
was a salute for the P & O luxury liner SS Canberra 
as she berthed at Circular Quay, Sydney. The  SS 
Canberra had served with distinction for Great 
Britain during the Falkland war against Argentina.   

An unfortunate incident occurred on 18 January 
1983 when A3-19 landed heavily during a night 
approach to runway 12. The pilot, Flight Lieutenant 
Phil Frawley, and the aircraft were only temporarily 
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unserviceable as the aircraft’s dented tail and pilot’s 
pride were soon restored to full flying duties. 

RAAF Public Relations Week was given a boost 
when, on 29 January, four aircraft did mock bombing 
and strafing runs on Fort Denison in Sydney Harbour.  
The ABC gave full coverage on ‘Nationwide’ 
television that same evening. 

 
 

 
Mirage on static display at Whenuapai Air Show, 
Auckland, NZ.   27 March 1983  (RAAF) 

 

During March an intensive programme of Air 
Combat Tactics (ACT) was organized against other 
Mirage units and RSAF Hawker Hunters.  As part of 
the programme live air-to-air gunnery was conducted 
at Darwin during April and May.  

The CO, Wing Commander Gent, finished his 
career as a Regular Air Force Officer on 7 July. He 
was farewelled by all members of the Squadron and 
towed to the front gate in his aircraft! 

 

 
CO WgCdr G. Gent completes 29 years service 
with his final Mirage sortie 7 July 1983.  (RAAF) 
 

 Also departing, albeit on posting, Flight 
Lieutenant David Halloran, who had set a record for 
the longest continuous flying service with 77 
Squadron - a period of seventy one and a half months.  

In July Fleet Support tasking began following the 
disbandment of the RAN Fleet Air Arm. This resulted 
in changes to the Squadron’s operations, an increase 
in configuration changes and message traffic (of high 
precedence) were two noticeable areas. 

On 1 August Wing Commander Alan Titheridge 
assumed command of the Squadron,  he was in the 
job one day when a Mirage was lost.  On 2 August 
Squadron Leader John Kindler ejected from Mirage 
A3-82 approximately 80 kilometres from Nowra, the 
aircraft had suffered an engine failure and would not 

restart.  Squadron Leader Kindler spent an hour in the 
water before being rescued by HMAS Hobart. A3-82 
belonged to 2OCU and had been borrowed by the 
Squadron for one mission. 

 

 
SqnLdr J. Kindler returning to NAS Nowra.  
2 August, 1983. (RAN) 
 

Led by Squadron Leader Kindler, the Squadron 
deployed six aircraft to Learmonth on 16 September 
to participate in Exercise ‘Kangaroo 83’. The exercise 
involved air defence and tactical reconnaissance. The 
simulated enemy included RAAF Caribou and F-111, 
Australian Army  Porters and USMC Hercules 
aircraft. The Squadron was joined by RNZAF 
Skyhawks  to assist in the air defence of Learmonth 
and the battle field area.  RAAF P3 Orions and RAN 
Guided Missile Frigates provided naval input.  The 
Squadron returned to Williamtown on 15 October. 
 

 
‘Kangaroo 83’ – New Port Rhode Island eat your 
heart out!  Learmonth land yacht race in which 77 

Squadron came second.   (RAAF) 

 
At the start of 1984 flying commenced slowly 

with few squadron commitments.  By February this 
had increased markedly with a requirement to provide 
numerous day and night fleet support missions 

On 16 March, to mark the Squadron’s 42nd 
Birthday, an 18 aircraft fly past was staged over Port 
Stephens and Newcastle.  These aircraft constituted 
the Squadron’s total aircraft strength less one aircraft 
which was at GAF undergoing a R4 servicing. The 
following ‘Guest Pilots’ were recruited for the 
occasion from Headquarters staff - Air Commodore 
Richard Bomball, Group Captain Errol Walker, Wing 
Commander Gavin Thoms, and CO-elect 3 Squadron, 
Wing Commander Bruce ‘Poodle’ Wood.  Whilst the 
aircraft were taxied out, 481 Squadron raised a 
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banner stating “77 DOES IT BEST WITH A LOT OF 
HELP FROM 481”.  

1984 was also the 21st Anniversary of the first 
Mirage flight in Australia in 1983.   AVM Billie 
Hicks Collings, who was DCAS at the time, thought 
it was a good idea to celebrate the occasion, 
particularly as that aircraft, A3-3, was still flying.  
The appropriate arrangements were made with the 
OC Williamtown, Air Commodore Dick Bomball and 
an eight aircraft formation flight was arranged.  What 
made the formation unique was that every officer 
rank, from two star to boggie, flew a Mirage with the 
boggie being the same age as A3-3. 

The Air Vice Marshal flew A3-3, after a Mirage 
refresher, at the head of the formation.  Afterwards 
there was a hangar party and a mess dinner that 
evening.  The Dassault representative was Bernard de 
Roussier, who as a Commandant in the French Air 
Force, was the liaison officer when the Australians 
did their initial training in 1963 at Mont De Marsan 
Air Base in France.  

On 30 March the Squadron deployed twelve 
aircraft to Townsville for Exercise ‘Iron Standard’. 
The exercise involved strike, escort and bounce 
missions, in addition, 500lb HE bombs being dropped 
in the High Range under Army control.  

Exercise ‘Iron Standard’ was terminated early 
when a mid-air collision occurred on 8 April 1984. 
Flight Lieutenant Christopher Wylie (A3-29) and 
Flying Officer Paul Rim (A3-30) collided over Bluff 
Downs, 80 kilometers west of Townsville.  Both 
pilots were killed instantly.  Rescue personnel were 
hampered by the possibility of unexploded bombs 
and due to this danger a 32 kilometer protective zone 
around the crash site was set up.  Bush fires flared in 
the aftermath of the crash which also hampered 
rescue attempts. 

 

 
            FltLt C.R. Wylie 
 

A Memorial Service for the pilots was conducted 
in the St James Cathedral, Townsville on 11 April. 
The service was attended by Townsville dignitaries as 
a mark of respect for the valued contributions made 
by the armed forces to the city.  In his tribute 
Alderman Reynolds stated, “It is part of life in the 
armed forces that one is prepared to risk one’s life for 

one’s country in time of war. That these two men 
died in peace time should not lessen our recognition 
of that preparedness” 

 

 
           FlgOff P.L. Rim 
 

The Squadron returned to Williamtown on 11 
April.  A Memorial Service for Flight Lieutenant 
Wylie was held at Mayfield.  Flying Officer Rim was 
buried in the Eltham Cemetery, Melbourne. Flight 
Lieutenant Rick Lea flew a Mirage over the graveside 
ceremony as a memorial tribute to Flying Officer 
Rim. 

The Mirage fleet was grounded for the majority of 
May due to the loss of aircraft at Darwin and 
Edinburgh because of undercarriage problems.  On 24 
May flying re-commenced with the CO flying A3-57 
which was the first Squadron aircraft to be fitted with 
a replacement under-carriage. 

The beginning of July marked the start of a three 
month workup for Exercise ‘Triad’ which was 
scheduled to be held in New Zealand in October.  
During the first week of July a ten aircraft ferry to 
Butterworth was accomplished although two aircraft 
were left at Darwin on the return leg. 

The requirement to provide Fleet Support 
continued to increase at a steady rate which fully 
occupied the Squadron during August.  As a result the 
air combat training rate during September slowed 
markedly. 

The New Zealand detachment began on 1 October 
and several Squadron records were broken before 
arrival at Ohakea.  A number four aircraft in a 
formation had substantial difficulty joining his 
formation and thus established the Squadron’s longest 
rejoin (1,000 miles and 1.9 hours) and the first solo 
crossing of the Tasman sea by a Mirage. 

The exercise began two days after the Squadron 
arrived and continued until 10 October.  Other 
participating nations were USAF (F15, F16) and New 
Zealand (Skyhawks). The exercise provided excellent 
dissimilar air combat training, but once again 
demonstrated the F16’s manoeuvering superiority 
over our aging Mirage,  however the employment of 
hit-and-run tactics and large amounts of cunning kept 
the kill ratio even.   The Squadron re-deployed to 
Australia via Noumea on 15 October. 
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Exercise ‘Triad’ October 1984.  LAC K. Houghton 
straps in FltLt A. Adkins.  (RAAF) 

 

Squadron flying operations ceased on 3 
December. This was due to the runway being closed 
for the installation of arresting cables for Hornet 
operations which were due to begin in 1985. 
 

    
Squadron photographer Mal Dawson found one of 
his more onerous jobs was compiling the 1985 
Squadron Calendar. (M. Dawson) 
 

From 1 January 1985 the Squadron assumed 
responsibility for operational Mirage, training Mirage 
and Macchi flying in order to allow 2OCU to re-
equip with Hornet aircraft. As a consequence 2OCU’s 
instructors and ground crew officially became part of 
77 Squadron together with their Mirages (single and 
dual) and Macchi aircraft.  

Operations flight and the Headquarters staff 
moved into 2OCU’s old Headquarters building.  With 
the arrival of all the extra personnel all sections in the 
Squadron became vastly overcrowded and spread out.  

To support the extra flying roles, three separate 
flight line facilities were set up Mirage operations, 
Mirage training and Macchi operations.  After many 
teething problems the Squadron was ready for full 
operations by the end of January.  77 Squadron had 
now become the largest peace time fighter squadron 
in Australia.  At its peak the Squadron had 505 
personnel on strength consisting of 437 airmen and 
68 officers.  Aircraft totals were 40-43 Mirages and 
16 Macchis. 

No. 46 Mirage Operational Conversion course of 
12 began on 17 January.  The course members 
including three ex-RAN Sky Hawk pilots, two of 
whom had recently returned from exchange duties in 
the USA. 

On 11 February eight Operations Flight Mirages 
and associated maintenance personnel deployed to 
Okahea, New Zealand for Exercise ‘Willoh’.  The 
two week exercise focused primarily on dissimilar air 
combat tactics against 75 Squadron RNZAF A-4 
Skyhawks and 14 Squadron RNZAF Strikemaster 
aircraft.  In addition some photo-reconnaissance and 
navigation exercises were flown. Valuable lessons 
were learnt by all pilots concerned. The aircraft 
redeployed to Williamtown via Auckland on 17 
February, completing the first East-West Tasman Sea 
crossing by Mirage aircraft in a single stage.  

No. 1/85 Crew Conversion Macchi Introductory 
fighter course (formerly Introductory Fighter Course) 
commenced with eight students on 11 February.  

Six operational flight Mirages deployed to East 
Sale for Exercise ‘Night Owl’ for two weeks from 6 
May.  The exercise was aimed at exposing Squadron 
pilots to night trail navigation and dive bombing 
techniques.   Hi-Lo strikes and application patterns 
were flown onto Dutson range in preparation for the 
night work, which was initially carried out on 
ground-illuminated targets. Later in the exercise night 
trail navigation exercises were flown to Puckapunyal 
where bombing under air-dropped flares was carried 
out. In addition, trials using searchlights mounted on 
Leopard tanks to illuminate designated targets were 
undertaken. The aircraft redeployed to Williamtown 
on 17 May.  

The return of the Mirages to Williamtown from 
Sale coincided with the arrival of the RAAF’s first 
two Hornet aircraft. The opportunity to mark the F/A 
18 flight from the USA was taken by mounting a 
Mirage fly-past on their arrival.  

27 May saw the Squadron deploy ten Operations 
Flight aircraft to Townsville for Exercise ‘High 
Sierra’. This detachment was the first full detachment 
carried out under the new Squadron organisation 
which meant that maintenance operations had to be 
set up in both Townsville and Williamtown. Exercise 
‘High Sierra’ consisted of bounce, escort and strike 
missions to the High Range and Cordelia Rock. As a 
result the loss of a Mirage at Darwin, due to an 
engine problem, restrictions were placed restrictions 
on low-level high-speed operations. These restrictions 
placed some constraints on expedient recovery to 
base, however, operations were not hindered to any 
degree.    

A few weeks after the mid-air collision near 
Townsville the year before, someone had left two 
palm trees at the gate of RAAF Base Townsville  
accompanying the trees was an anonymous note 
explaining that the trees were in memory of the two 
pilots that were lost. The trees were planted at RAAF 
Base Townsville on 31 May followed by a short 
ceremony.  The CO, Wing Commander Titheridge, 
laid a plaque between the two palms on a rock 
brought back from the High Range. 
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Twin Palms Parade, 31 May 1985.  (RAAF) 

 
The mobility of the Squadron was fully tested on 

11 June when the Squadron’s Operations Flight and 
maintenance personnel redeployed to Williamtown, at 
the same time Training Flight deployed No 46 Mirage 
Conversion course, plus instructors to continue  with 
the high explosive bombing programme.  In addition, 
the course caught up with a number of air-to-air 
sorties missed out during that phase of the course.  
The training flight redeployed on 27 June after a very 
successful detachment. 

On return to Williamtown, operations flight 
participated in a combination intercept and workup 
programme with 2OCU Hornets.  Most pilots were 
able to get a back-seat ride and were suitably 
impressed with the RAAF’s new aircraft.  No. 46 
Mirage course graduated the full complement of 
twelve students on 19 July. 

  

 
No 46 Mirage Course.  19 July 1985. (RAAF). 

 

Wing Commander Roger Wilson, DFC took over 
command of 77 Squadron from Wing Commander 
Titheridge, who was posted to Base Squadron 
Williamtown as BOPSO on 5 August.  

Calls for the relocation of the RAAF’s practice 
bombing range at Salt Ash to a new site out to sea 
were renewed after the crash of a 77 Squadron 
Macchi on 19 August. Pilot Officer S. Chase Callcott 
(A7-85) was on an air to ground gunnery sortie when 
the fire warning light came on.  He asked for visual 
confirmation of fire by ground observers. When the 
Range Safety Officer confirmed that the aircraft was 
on fire Pilot Officer Callcott pulled the aircraft up, 
shut the engine down and ejected.  He landed one 
kilometre from the crash site, uninjured but shaken. 

After the crash a huge mushroom of grey-black 
smoke could be seen for kilometres. The crash was 
the second Macchi lost at Williamtown and the first 
for 77 Squadron.  

On 24 August Exercise ‘EI Alamein’ was 
conducted at Singleton Air Weapons Range in front 
of an audience of politicians and foreign defence 
personnel. The demonstration consisted of a four 
aircraft strike using laser-guided and Hi-drag MK 82 
500lb HE bombs. The display went as planned and  it 
was reported that the audience was suitably 
impressed. 

On 27 September the Squadron moved into the 
new Headquarters building,  unfortunately the 
building was designed to house the 35 personnel of a 
normal size Squadron and  as the Squadron still had 
the ex-2OCU training flights on board the building 
was very crowded. 

 

 
WgCdr A. Titheridge’s last ride seen here with  
AirCdre R. Bomball, WgCdr R. Wilson and GpCapt 
E. Walker. 
 

At the beginning of October twelve F15 Eagles 
from the USAF’s 13th Air Force arrived at 
Williamtown for a three week detachment.  After five 
days of ADEX exercises the remainder of the time 
was taken up with multi-ship DACT missions 
although the main exercise was held between 10-15 
October and involved F4 Phantoms from Clark AFB 
and USAF E3A AWACS aircraft.  

On 10 November Operations Flight deployed to 
Townsville with twelve aircraft and maintenance 
personnel for strike exercises using MK82 HE 500lb 
bombs.  The flight redeployed on 20 November.  

Training Flight also deployed to Townsville on 22 
November, the detachment was associated with the 
air to ground phase of No. 47 Mirage Course.  
Training flight redeployed on 2 December to 
Williamtown.  

A changeover of five Mirage aircraft to 
Butterworth was carried out on 20 January 1986.   
Despite adverse weather all the way the changeover 
was completed in six days. 

No. 47 Mirage Conversion Course completed the 
final phase of training before its schedule finish time 
in early February.  On 13 January No. 20 Fighter 
Combat Instructors (FCI) course got under way with 
six students. This course was the last FCI course to be 
trained on Mirage aircraft and marked the beginning 
of the phasing out of the Mirage. 
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A3-20 with maximum external fuel configurations  
24 January 1986. 
 

Eleven Mirage aircraft deployed to Ohakea, New 
Zealand on 10 March via Norfolk Island.  Norfolk 
Island had to be used as Noumea was unavailable due 
to political problems with the French.  Exercise 
‘Willoh’ involved dissimilar air combat tactics 
against 75 Squadron RNZAF A4 Sky Hawks.  On 21 
March operations flight redeployed ten aircraft back 
to Williamtown via Norfolk Island. One aircraft, A3-
36, remained in Ohakea due to a fuel feed problem 
and was recovered by 481 Squadron personnel at a 
later date.  

The highlight of activities for the month of April 
was Exercise ‘Pitch Black’ which took place at 
Williamtown from 4 to 21 April. The aircraft 
involved were USAF F4 Phantom aircraft from South 
Korea, RAAF  F-111, Mirage, Macchi and Hornet 
aircraft. The exercise involved DACT flying and  
involved many pilots getting missions in F-111 and 
Hornet aircraft. 

 

 
PltOff Craig Macklemann. 

 
May started tragically when Pilot Officer Craig 

Macklemann was killed on 2 May, he was involved in 
air-to-air gunnery approximately 70 miles off the 
coast.  After calling in ‘live’ on a pass he was never 
heard to respond after the pass.  The other aircraft in 
the flight and the Lear Jet target tug immediately 
carried out a search.  The only indication of what had 
occurred was a huge splash mark in the sea and an oil 
slick.  Pilot Officer Macklemann’s remains were later 
recovered by helicopter.  

His funeral was held at the Church of England 
Boys Grammar School in Brisbane. The Squadron 
provided a final tribute in the form of a single Mirage 

fly past.  Pilot Officer Macklemann’s death was felt 
not only by the Squadron pilots but by many of the 
ground crew who had known him personally.  A 
Board of Inquiry was held, but the exact cause of the 
crash was never discovered.  

On 2 June the students and instructors of No. 20 
FCI course commenced the highlight of their course 
when they left Australia by RAAF 707 aircraft on a 
world trip visiting NATO Bases in Germany and 
England. They returned on 23 June to complete the 
final flying phases of their course. 

Operations Flight deployed twelve aircraft to 
Darwin via Townsville on 30 June,  this deployment 
was the last Mirage Butterworth ferry. Operations in 
Darwin included low level navigation sorties and 
simulated strikes as the primary mission, and 
intercepts with 2 CRU as the secondary mission. The 
deployment returned to Williamtown on 11 July.  
 

 
A3-91 in Darwin, June 1986.  (J.T. Lonergan) 

 
On 11 July Mirage Training Flight graduated all 

six members of No. 20 FCI course.  They were 
immediately put to work running the last Mirage 
conversion course.  

Macchi Operation Flight deployed away three 
times in July, twice to Laverton for Fleet Support 
tasks and on the 26 July to Rockhampton for army 
support Exercise ‘Diamond Dollar’.  The four 
Rockhampton aircraft were primarily employed in the 
air-to-surface role. Two Macchi aircraft had to be 
ferried from 2FTS (Pearce) to help with a high 
workload period from 20 to 24 July 1987.  

On 26 July a survival course for the Squadron 
pilots, Exercise ‘Snowman’ 86, was held in the 
Snowy Mountains region. This was to acquaint them 
with the conditions and survival requirements if they 
ejected from an aircraft while en-route to East 
Sale/Dutson Range.  

On 31 July the wind down of Mirage operations 
began when the CO, Wing Commander Roger Wilson 
DFC flew aircraft A3-90 on its last mission before 
being dismantled for spares.  On return to base, A3-
90 was met by the media.  A more eager mob of 481 
Squadron personnel arrived to start an immediate 
disassembly of A3-90. The last flight of  A3-90 
marked the  first 77 Squadron Mirage to be phased 
out in anticipation of re-equipping with Hornets in 
1987.  
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   WgCdr R. Wilson with A3-90 after her last flight. 
 

It was indeed fitting that Wing Commander 
Wilson should fly A3-90 on her last flight as he had 
also flown A3-90 when the RAAF had taken delivery 
of her from the Government Airforce Factory. 

On 11 August 1986 Exercise ‘Diamond Dollar’ 
which had involved Macchi Operations Flight 
concluded in Rockhampton.  Macchi Operations 
Flight then began fleet support missions. 

During the period 1 to 12 September a major fleet 
support concentration deployment of six Macchis and 
11 Mirages was run at Nowra.  During this period, 
Rear Admiral Peter Sinclair came to Williamtown 
and used the 77 Squadron crew room as a base for 
Naval operations during the manoeuvres. 

These activities culminated in Exercise ‘Tasman 
Ruler’, 26-30 September, in which a combined 
maritime strike and air defence exercise was held, 
associated with the passage of a naval force from 
Brisbane to Sydney. The Squadron supplied eight 
Mirages and four Macchis to work alongside Hornets 
from Williamtown.  

On 3-4 October, 77 Squadron was granted 
Freedom of the Shire of Kempsey. On 4 October 
Squadron Leader Ian Watson put on an impressive 
flying display over the Kempsey Air Show as part of 
the celebrations.  As part of the air show Macchi A7-
077 was put on static display. 

During October Mirages were provided for air 
shows at East Sale (1st-2nd), Amberley (4th), Nowra 
(6th) and Bankstown (12th).  In addition, between 8 
to 12 October, eight Skyhawks from 75 Squadron 
RNZAF deployed to Williamtown for Exercise 
‘Willoh 86-3’.  

On 10 to 21 November, as part of Exercise ‘High 
Sierra’, eleven Mirages deployed and took part in the 
final High Range and Halifax Bay bombing 
programme at Townsville. From 15 to 17 November 
Mirages A3-87 and A3-03 took part in the RAAF 
Edinburgh Open Day and Adelaide’s 150th Jubilee 
celebrations. 

14 December three Mirages provided fly past 
support to mark the opening of the Mooney Mooney 
Creek Bridge on the F3 Freeway. The last Mirage 
conversion course, No. 48, produced six graduates on 
19 December. 

The year finished with a survival training bivouac 
at Mungo Brush and the course members JUST 
survived.  

Following the cessation of Mirage conversion 
training at 77 Squadron in December 1986, the unit 
reverted to its former single function of an 
operational front line Mirage Squadron, although at a 
reduced capacity. 

Over the six month period from January to June 
1987, when 77 Squadron ceased operating the 
Mirage, the unit’s aircraft were withdrawn from 
service or transferred to 75 Squadron at Darwin or 79 
Squadron at Butterworth, Malaysia.  77 Squadron 
retained responsibility for Macchi Introductory 
Fighter Training with a core of five instructors. The 
Macchis and their staff were eventually transferred to 
2 OCU.  

After the conclusion of Mirage operations, 
Warrant Officer Dax Nelson and a small team of 
airmen continued to prepare the remaining Mirages 
for storage until the end of 1987.   

During the final six months of Mirage operations 
at Williamtown the unit’s Mirage manpower 
consisted of nine pilots, five engineering officers, one 
supply and one administrative officer, 45 SNCOs and 
151 other ranks.  The Macchi contingent comprised 
four instructional staff, one engineer, 13 SNCO’s and 
50 other ranks.  
 

 
WOff C. Dunn and WgCdr R. Wilson with the 
scroll proclaiming Freedom of the Shire of 
Kempsey to 77 Squadron. 
 

The year 1987 saw many changes and the phase-
out of the Mirage was commemorated in a 
number of ways.  The first edition of the 
Squadron book ‘Swift to Destroy’ was printed and 
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the 1,000 copies were sold out in three months.  From 
the proceeds a cheque for $3,000 was presented by 
Flight Lieutenant Brian Wiley to Mr E. Williams, 
Curator of the RAAF Association Museum at Bull 
Creek W.A. The money was to assist in the 
restoration of Avro Lancaster NX622 at the Museum.  

The last months of Mirage operations were not 
without incident.  On 16 March 1987 Flight 
Lieutenant Peter Batten, flying A3-95, while on 
exercises with the RNZAF, noted a fire warning light 
and ejected 16km off  Point Stephens.  He was picked 
up by a game fishing vessel captained by Mr Peter 
Hassell who had seen the aircraft crash into the sea 
and Batten descending by parachute. 

The final Mirage fly past by the Squadron was 
held on 1 July 1987 during the parade for the hand-
over of the Squadron by Group Captain Wilson to 
Wing Commander John Kindler.   

The Macchi training responsibility returned to 
2OCU during July.  No 4 FAC Flight remained in 77 
Squadron until it was disbanded and reformed as C-
flight of 76 Squadron during its re-activation on  
1 January 1989. 
 

 
 

 
 

      From July 1987 the Squadron re-equipped with 
Hornet aircraft, thus entering a new era of fighter  
warfare.  The Squadron then began to revert  to 
normal strength with approximately 240 technical  
personnel instead of 420 on strength at the peak of its 
operations in 1985/86. 
 

 
LAC Mick Long and Cpl Greg Hart prepare the 
last Matra 550 missile to be fired by 77 
Squadron.  29 May 1987 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jubilee Air Show - 29 March 1981  (RAAF) 
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                        Bottling Squadron wine 1973. L to R  FltLt D. Leach, FlgOff  G. Keogh,  
                       FltLt D. Freedman, FltLt M. Tardent, WgCdr N. Williams and FltLt P. Nuske 
 

                
   77 Squadron 1975 

                
    Ten years later BIGGER AND BETTER  
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         1976 Victorious Squadron Rugby Team  
         Left to Right:  Back row FlgOff K. Stokes (Coach), LAC G. Nutt, Cpl A. Row,  
        Cpl S. Rich, LAC P. Stevens, LAC J.G. Neilson,Capt J. Fauske, FlgOff P. Webb,  
        Cpl R. Lane, Cpl Bythman (Manager). Front row: LAC S Buba, LAC D. Appo, 

                      LAC M. Rowles, LAC B. Furnance, AC I. Gartner, Cpl R. Peterson.

 

                       
          WgCdr L. Naylor leads the 77 Squadron contingent at the ANZAC day march 
          in Sydney.  (77 Squadron) 

              
FltLt J. Fredricks chatting with the troops.       FltLts D. Pietsch and J. Washington 1981 
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         The CO surrounded by the Orderly Room Gang.  December 1981 
 
 

     
LAC R. Burns and Cpl P. Mead handle the reason         CO WgCdr A. Titheridge points out the proposed 
For East Sale deployments.            Squadron tail flash to  new CO WgCdr R Wilson 
 
 

                    
         PltOffs Rob Porteous and Tony Allen receiving instructions on air combat from  FltLt Donkelaar.  
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       1987 – 2012  -  HORNET   
 
 

          
   
                                77 Squadron F/A-18, with the Hornet’s 20th Anniversary markings.  
 

 
In October 1981, the Australian Government 

selected the F/A-18 as the replacement for the Mirage 
III, ordering 57 F/A-18A fighters and 18 F/A-18B 
two-seat trainers. Numerous options had been 
considered; notably the F-15A Eagle, the F-16 
Falcon, and the then new F/A-18 Hornet. The F-15 
was discounted because the version offered had no 
ground-attack capability. The F-16 was considered 
unsuitable largely due to having only one engine; it 
also had no all weather missile capability. 

The Australian Hornets were modified from the 
US Navy standard by removing the nose wheel tie bar 
for catapult launch, later re-fitted with a dummy 
version to resolve a nose wheel shimmy problem, the 
addition of a high frequency radio, an Australian 
fatigue data analysis system, an improved video and 
voice recorder, and the fitment of ILS/VOR 
(Instrument Landing System/Very High Frequency 
Omnidirectional Range) instead of the carrier landing 
system. 

The Australian Hornet programme demanded that 
the first two aircraft would be entirely assembled by 
McDonnell-Douglas (McAir) in the USA with the 
remaining 73 being assembled by the Government 
Aircraft Factories (GAF) in Victoria. A21-103 made 
its first flight at Avalon on 26 February 1985 in the 
hands of McAir test pilot, Rudi Haug. On this flight, 
A21-103 reached a speed of Mach 1.6 at an altitude 
of 40,000 ft. This aircraft was accepted by the RAAF 
on 30 April 1985, formally handed over on 4 May, 
and then delivered to 2OCU at Williamtown on 
17 May. 

Meanwhile, Hornets A21-101 and A21-102, 
which had earlier been delivered in the United States 
where they were utilized to train the Australian pilot  
contingent, were ferried in a non-stop record-
breaking trans-Pacific 15 hour flight on 17 May 1985.   

The 6672 nm (12,360 km) flight from US Naval 
Air Station Lemoore, California, to RAAF Base 
Williamtown, made possible by inflight refuelling 
from US Air Force (USAF) KC-10 tankers, was led 
by No. 2 Operational Conversion Unit (2OCU) 
Commanding Officer, Wing Commander Brian 
Robinson.  

After 2OCU, 3 Squadron was the first operational 
Squadron to be equipped with Hornets. 77 Squadron 
received its first aircraft in July 1987, A21-5, had 
seen its initial service with 2OCU.  No. 75 Squadron 
was formed at RAAF Base Tindal in mid-1988. 

 

 
WgCdr Kindler prior to his first flight in a  
77 Squadron Hornet. 

 
On 2 July, 1987, the newly appointed CO, Wing 

Commander John Kindler, took the aircraft for its 
first flight in its new 77 Squadron livery which, in 
recognition of the tools of traditional Australian 
warriors, comprised a stylised woomera (on the tail)  
and a spear (on the spine), with the ‘grumpy monkey’ 
in a prominent position on the spine. The XO 
(Squadron Leader Brian Robinson) and CO had spent 
hours during their Hornet conversion designing the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonnell_Douglas_F-15_Eagle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instrument_Landing_System
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VHF_omnidirectional_range
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VHF_omnidirectional_range
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new insignia, recognising that because of the different 
shape of the Hornet, the traditional Mirage tail-flash 
would not suit the aircraft.  

A21-1 and A21-2 joined the Squadron in July, and 
the numbers of aircraft and people slowly increased 
over the coming 12 months, starting with 6 pilots, 
two engineers and some 30 airmen.  After 12 months 
the Squadron reached a complement of 145 and the 
eventual authorised strength was around 160 
personnel.  

During the first six months of the Hornet being 
the new kid on the block, Warrant Officer  Dax 
Nelson was kept busy disposing of some 30 plus 
Mirage aircraft.  The first Squadron deployment 
occurred in October and November, when the most  
experienced members of 3 Squadron and 77 
Squadron joined forces to participate in Exercise 
‘Cope Thunder’ at Clark Air Force Base in the 
Philippines.  

On 10 February, during a night landing Flight 
Lieutenant Mark Binskin hit an unsuspecting 
kangaroo on the strip. The kangaroo ‘sustained Cat 5 
damage’.  In May the local kangaroo population was 
relieved to hear that Flight Lieutenant Binskin, the 
Squadron FCI and founding member of the Hornet 
team, was posted to Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, 
USA on exchange to fly F-16s with the USAF. 
 

 
WgCdr Kindler and FltLt Binskin after “Binny’s” 
last flight with 77 Squadron.  Binny was 
presented with a Kangaroo skin navigation bag to 
mark the occasion. (RAAF). 
 

On Bicentenary Day, January 1988, the ADF 
mounted a fly-past over Sydney Harbour. The 
participating Williamtown 20 Hornet contingent was 
led by Wing Commander Kindler.  

The Winjeel was still the mainstay of the FAC 
world. The year began sadly for 4 Flight with two 
fatal Winjeel accidents.  On 24 February, Flying 
Officer M. Greentree and his passenger LAC I. Ross 
were killed when A85-458 stalled during an 
attempted turn back in a narrow valley near 
Wauchope.  On 28 March, Flight Commander 
Squadron Leader P. Carter and his passenger AC A. 
McNeill were killed during a general flying sortie at 
Williamtown, when A85-409 stalled and crashed on 
short finals during an attempted practice forced 
landing in windy conditions. 

After a brief deployment to Butterworth in April 
by four Hornets, two from each 77 Squadron and 3 

Squadron, staged a fly-past for the opening of RAAF 
Base Curtin, Western Australia in June. The flypast 
was lead  by the CO’s of 77 and 3 Squadrons, Wing 
Commanders  Kindler and Treloar.   

The Squadron was presented with a new standard 
on 23 June 1988 by the Governor of NSW Air 
Marshal Sir James Rowland, AC, KBE, DFC, AFC, 
KStJ to replace the old standard which had been 
presented to the Squadron on 12 September 1957. 

 

 
FlgOff John Lonergan receives the new Standard 
from the Governor, AM Sir James Rowland.  
 

The Squadron deployed to Butterworth in August  
for Exercise ‘Lima Bersatu’ which included VC-10K 
tankers, 29 Squadron RAF, operating F3 Tornados 
and the F5E Tiger IIs of the Republic of Singapore 
Air Force as participating forces. Following return 
from Butterworth on 10 October the Squadron 
commenced an air-to-surface weapons programme at 
Salt Ash and Evans Head which including battlefield 
interdiction sorties.  

The crew room took on a new appearance after 
Squadron Headquarters was presented with a 
refurbished Mirage fin on 4 November.  Also in 
November Wing Commander  Kindler, flew the 
Governor of New South Wales, Air Marshal Sir 
James Rowland in the dual-seat Hornet for a photo 
opportunity over Government House in Sydney.   

After the usual refresher operations during 
January 1989 the Squadron began an intensive 
programme of Harpoon strikes which concluded with 
Exercise ‘Tasman Ruler’ which was held  during 13-
16 February.  Preparation involving air combat 
manoeuvres were made for a  New Zealand 
deployment as part of Exercise ‘Willoh 4-89’.  

During this deployment to Ohakea, which left 
Williamtown on 2 March, long range ‘recce’ missions 
over the South Island were flown supported by Air to 
Air Refuelling from the RNZAF Skyhawks.  On the 
return deployment to Australia by the RNZAF in 
April close air support exercises were practiced on 
the East Coast Ranges. 

 From 4 to 12 September  air-to-air live firing 
using Lear targets followed by missile firing was 
carried out.  On 22 September a ground training 
course was held with emphasis on chemical warfare, 
full NBC kits, and CS anti-riot gas.  On that day the 
‘Yarp Brothers’ (Flight Lieutenant Mark Edwards 
and Flying Officer Ralph Petritsch) flew to Ohakea, 
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New Zealand for the Ohakea Open Day. They 
returned on 26 September after an enjoyable few days 
with their Kiwi mates. 

On 28 October six aircraft deployed to 
Butterworth, led by the CO, to conduct area 
navigation, bombing on Song Song range, Air 
Combat Tactics with RMAF F5E and A4 aircraft  
plus a jungle survival course in the Cameron 
Highlands. After maritime strike sorties in company 
with F5Es of the RMAF  on 4 and 5 December, the 
detachment returned to Williamtown on 7 and 8 
December.  

During the deployment, Squadron Leader Neil 
Anderson (RAF exchange) was farewelled. He 
returned to the UK as a flight commander of a new 
Tornado ADV Squadron.  Squadron Leader Anderson 
had spent two and a half years with 77 Squadron.  

The Squadron deployed to Paya Lebar, Singapore, 
with ten aircraft on 1 March 1990 and operated in 
Singapore until 3 April. The deployment was to take 
part in Exercise ‘Churinga’ and to participate in the 
IADS ADEX 90-2 and Air Combat Tactics with the 
RSAF. Throughout the Exercise Squadron members 
were accommodated in the Dai-Ichi Hotel, which was 
somewhat more salubrious than normal deployment 
accommodation.  Unserviceability hindered the 
redeployment; however, all aircraft were back home 
at Williamtown by 9 April.  On return flying 
operations were restricted due to damage to the 
runway caused by heavy rain.  

Later in April preparations began for Exercise 
‘Cope Thunder’ in the Philippines. This involved 
weapons missions on Salt Ash and Evans Head 
ranges.  After  ‘Cope Thunder’, 3 and 77 Squadron 
pilots combined to work on Combat Profile missions 
with 76 Squadron. These intra-Squadron Exercises 
continued until 15 May.  

On 14 May  Commander TFG Air Commodore 
Trevor Richardson, flew to Avalon for the roll-out of 
A21-57, the last F/A-18 Hornet to be assembled.  At 
this time the Squadron was presented with the 
Kittyhawk Trophy by the Kittyhawk Association.  

 16 June marked the last flight for Wing 
Commander Kindler as CO.  He received the usual 
treatment (a ride around the tarmac, followed by a 
dousing). Wing Commander Bill Johnson took over 
as CO during a parade on 23 June. 

As part of Exercise ‘Pitch Black 90’ on 2 July the 
Squadron deployed twelve aircraft to Darwin for a 
work up programme. A USAF contingent came from 
Guam with a KC10, KC135 and two B52s. The 
Exercise commenced in earnest on the 23rd  with the 
Squadron’s role being that of sweep/escort for strike 
aircraft.  After the exercise the Squadron returned to 
Williamtown on the 29th  but was obliged to land on 
the taxiway owing to delays in repairing the rain-
damaged runway.  Flying operations in August were 
also delayed until the 13th because of continuing 
weather and industrial problems which delayed 
runway repairs. 

Fleet support for RAN vessels going to the 
Persian Gulf was carried out off the coast at Nowra 
and later from Pearce. The latter deployment required 

twelve aircraft and sixteen pilots and ran for five 
days. The return flight of 1,820 nautical miles was 
made non-stop without air-to-air refueling (AAR).  

On 31 August, Flight Lieutenant Michael, ‘NOZ’,  
Norsworthy departed for the UK for four weeks as a 
RAAF representative for the Battle of Britain 50th  
Anniversary and to be the RAAF Standard Bearer for 
the Queen’s parade.  On 15 September Flying Officer 
Woodland took part in a Hornet fly past over 
Canberra and Sydney to commemorate the 50th  
Anniversary of the Battle of Britain.  A Squadron 
Family Day was held on the 28th  and featured static 
displays of the Hornet, Mirage and Sabre. A flying 
demonstration with four Hornets and the CA27 Sabre 
was an added attraction.  

As well as providing support for the 22nd  FCI 
Course during October, on the 7th the Squadron 
provided a fly past for the Newcastle Mattara 
Festival.  A fortnight of fleet support for more RAN 
vessels going to the Gulf followed.  The FCI Course 
continued to receive support during November at 
Williamtown and at Tindal. Also, assistance was 
provided to 3CRU for a Controller’s Course; 
however, with the imposition of reduced flying hours 
only a minimum level of sorties were flown to 
maintain proficiency. The Squadron assisted with 
AAR tests of the modified RAAF 707 aircraft. These 
tests continued into December.  

The two-seater ‘Daphne’ tradition, originally 
pioneered by Mirage A3-102 as ‘Daphne de Dual’, 
was continued on with A21-102 and the Squadron 
was enthusiastic upon hearing this news.  Following 
receipt of the aircraft from 2OCU a suitable emblem 
was painted on the nose. 

 

 
SqnLdr Phil  Frawley and Mr Col Paye (77 Squadron) 
 

After refresher flying an intensive air-to-surface 
programme on Salt Ash Range got underway in 
January 1991 which continued into February.  

 A Fighter Pilots Reunion was held on 14 
February. A four-aircraft flying display was provided. 
During the day a Kittyhawk and a Mustang were 
parked in the Squadron hangar.  The Mustang was 
flown at approximately 300 knots only 5-6 metres 
above the runway during a spectacular display.  
Squadron Leader Phil  Frawley was unable to fly the 
Sabre (undercarriage problem) and had to content 
himself with some excellent work in a Polish-built 
MiG15 UTI. 
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              77 Squadron Hornets with a pair of 25 Squadron Macchis salute HMAS Darwin  
                 on 22 August 1990, before her departure for the Persian Gulf.  (RAAF) 

 
In March  a swap-over of personnel on deploy- 

ment between 75 and 77 Squadron took place. 77 
Squadron pilots and gunnies conducted a bombing 
camp at Tindal while 75 Squadron pilots did Fleet 
Support from Williamtown.   

The CO, Mrs Johnson and the Adjutant presented 
prizes to members of the Raymond Terrace Little 
Athletics Club on 12 April.   The club requested to be 
No. 77 in the NSW Athletics Association and has the  
‘Grumpy Monkey’ as its emblem.  It continues to 
receive support from the Squadron. 

On 25 April after deploying twelve aircraft to 
Clark Air Force Base in the  Philippines a work up 
programme began with F15s of 67 TFS USAF. 
Exercise ‘Cope Thunder’ began on 8 May with 77 
Squadron defending against an attacking force of 
F16s and A-6 aircraft escorted by F15s. On 14 May 
F14s from the American carrier USS Ranger joined 
the fray.  The next day the roles were reversed, and 
the Squadron’s Hornets flew as bombers as well as 
escorts for the FI6/A6 force.  The Exercise concluded 
on 21 May and the Squadron returned on 24 May.  
During the return, the Squadron’s twelve aircraft flew 
direct to Darwin, using RAAF 707 AAR support for 
the first time. 

July began with intercepts against RNZAF 
Skyhawks and Lear jets. The Squadron dual, 
‘Daphne’ flew a successful test flight with the new 
FLIR (Forward Looking Infra Red) pod and later, 
FLIR familiarization sorties were flown. A workup 
for Exercise ‘Pitch Black’ began on 18 July with 
work on Salt Ash Range. 

A minor drama occurred on 25 July when a low-
drag practice bomb was released during a high drag 

bombing pass at Salt Ash. The bomb landing 
approximately 2km down-range from the target in a 
farmer’s paddock starting a small fire. The CO and 
the pilot involved visited the farmer and apologized 
for the incident. 

Exercise ‘Pitch Black’ (PB91) started with the CO 
leading an attack on the airfield at Curtin, Western 
Australia, on 17 August.  The strike was launched 
from Williamtown.  The strike aircraft were refueled 
twice en route by 707 tankers before a final low level 
attack.  It is believed that this was the longest range 
Hornet strike in RAAF history at that time.  

The Squadron’s involvement in Exercise ‘Pitch 
Black’ was to validate long range interdiction using 
AAR (Air to Air Refueling) for strikes on Darwin and 
Tindal airfields. On some sorties AAR was used two 
or three times. The close co-operation between 77 
Squadron and 33 Squadron was appreciated. 

On 16 September the Squadron redeployed with 
the XO, Squadron Leader Frawley leading six aircraft 
from Tindal via Surabaya to Butterworth. The CO led 
four aircraft via Port Hedland for a familiarization 
visit to Christmas  Island and then onto Medan in  
Indonesia for talks with the Indonesian Air Force 
before arriving at  Butterworth on 20 September.  

The exercise in Butterworth called ‘Churinga’ 
mainly involved air-to-air gunnery with some Air 
Combat Tactics with the RMAF F-5E Tiger II. An 
IADS Air Defence Exercise was a non-event with 
visibility down to 600 metres in smoke and haze from 
jungle fires in Northern Sumatra. A single refueling 
mission was the only flying conducted during the 
IADS Major ADEX 91-4 as haze closed airfields 
throughout Peninsular Malaysia.  This poor visibility 
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affected flying and shipping throughout Peninsular 
Malaysia and was of national concern. 
 

 
AirCdre B. Weston, Mr Alwyn Quoy, WgCdr W. 
Johnson and GpCpt A. Titheridge – Kittyhawk 
Trophy Presentation 

 
On 29 November a parade was held to receive the 

Kittyhawk Trophy, which was proudly accepted. 
 

 
The Duke of Endinburgh with Mr John Seaton. 
(B. Seaton) 
 

On 21 February 1992 a Colour Parade was 
conducted to commemorate 2OCU, 75, 76 and 77 
Squadron’s 50th Anniversary, with HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh acting as the reviewing officer.  Following 
the parade a hangar function allowed Squadron 
members, guests and Association members an 
opportunity to talk with HRH which was very much 
appreciated. 

 On a sad note on 19 May Flying Officer Robert 
Jepson was killed when his aircraft  (A21-106) 
crashed near Townsville while participating in 
Exercise ‘Iron Thunder’.   His passenger, scientist Mr 
Michael Howlett from Defence Science and 
Technology Organisation (DSTO), also perished. 

The Air Commander Australia, AVM Garry Beck, 
AO, visited the Squadron from 3 to 5  February 1993. 
The next day the winners of the MiG Flight draw 
prize organized by a local radio station and Fighter 
World, visited the Squadron for a day in the life of a 
fighter pilot.  

The CO, Wing Commander Johnson, reached a 
milestone in his aviation career when he clocked up   

 
FlgOff Robert Jepson (77 Squadron) 

 

5,000  flying hours on 16 February.  A suitable 
function was arranged which involved a lot of water  
and some masking tape. 

The period was far less hectic than in the previous 
three months although the Squadron carried out a 
number of community and public relations activities.  
A highlight was the hosting of a visitor from the 
‘Make A Wish Foundation’.  A dream was made to 
come true for Alvaro Meneghetti who was given the 
opportunity to look over and sit in a Hornet.  Alvaro 
later went for a ride in a MiG-15 with former 77 
Squadron XO, Squadron Leader Frawley.  

The CO presented Sergeant Steve Olding with an 
Australia Day award for contributions made to sport 
and fund raising in the local community. 

In November the Squadron deployed to Malaysia 
for Exercise ‘Churinga 93’ again working with F-5Es.  
One week of operations was conducted but were 
suspended for the following week due to the 
unacceptable runway conditions.  The Squadron 
elected to depart early due to some engines being 
damaged as a result of the runway at Butterworth 
breaking up and having to be resurfaced.  

A parade was held to mark the hand over/take 
over of 81 Wing by Group Captain Kindler. On the 
aircrew side 3x1000hr F/A-18 patches were given out 
to Squadron Leader Mark Eldridge, Flight 
Lieutenants  David Rowe and Michael Norsworthy.  
These Squadron members were also farewelled at the 
end of the year along with Flight Lieutenant Neville 
Hart and Wing Commander Johnson.  The CO took 
his last flight as CO on 8 December.  

In 1994 Wing Commander John Blackburn took 
over as Commanding Officer on 11 January.  One of 
his first duties was to recall some Squadron members 
during their Christmas break to fight bush fires 
burning near Salt Ash weapons range. 

The USAF exchange officer, Lieutenant  Hinton 
‘H-Man’ Taylor was farewelled in the traditional 
manner.  He loved Australia so much he resigned 
from the USAF,  joined the RAAF and was posted to 
3 Squadron.  

Reports from 1994 showed significant concern 
over the lack of spare parts available to keep aircraft 
serviceable.  Cannibalization was common practice 
during this era.  Regrettably  the nose wheel shimmy  
problems had not yet been resolved and were an ever 
present concern. 
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      The RAAF bush fire fighting team  -  January 1994  (77 Squadron)

 

 
The Squadron deployed to Ohakea, New Zealand 

for Exercise ‘Willoh’ on 20 February 1995 and 
operated there until 3 March.  Between 31 March  
and 13 April the Squadron was involved with 
Exercise ‘Arnhem Thunder '95’ at the top end. As 
well as Mirage aircraft the Exercise involved B707 
and A-4K aircraft. 

On 9 January 1996  Wing Commander  John 
Quaife  replaced Wing Commander  Blackburn as 
CO. 

During February the Squadron conducted a work 
up for Exercise ‘Arnhem Thunder’. The Exercise 
involved 2vX and 4vX air to air missions, application 
and strikes. 
 

  
SqnLdr Smith, with the CO, achieved 1,000 hours 
on the F/A-18 on 6 June, 1996. (77 Squadron) 

 
 In early March the Squadron deployed to RAAF 

Tindal for ‘Arnhem Thunder’.  Delamere Range was  

 
 

pounded by high explosives in July when the 
Squadron joined forces with A-4s from 75 Squadron  
RNZAF. Twelve Hornets and six Skyhawks con- 
ducted two weeks of day and night missions during 
this highly successful exercise.  After redeploying to 
Williamtown in April, a BFM/ACM programme was 
conducted.  The ‘Green Lemons’ also flew two 
displays as part of a base open day. 

The Squadron was once again recognised with the 
presentation of the 1995 Kittyhawk Trophy on 26 
June. 
    During September the Squadron deployed to 
Kuantan, Malaysia for a three week air-combat 
Exercise called ‘Churinga 96’.  During the second 
week Maritime Strike missions with Harpoon anti-
ship missiles were flown. The last week of ‘Churinga 
96’ involved participation in Exercise IADS  96-4.  
This was the first time that RAAF fighters trained 
with MiG-29N aircraft.  

On the 11 October the Squadron held an open day 
for family members at which the ‘Green Lemons’ 
performed. 

March 1997 was devoted to Exercise ‘Tandem 
Thrust ‘97’ out of RAAF Base,  Townsville. The  
Exercise was a joint United States - Australian 
Defence Force venture involving Navy, Army and 
Air Force of both nations including the United States 
Marine Corp. The first week of flying involved area 
familiarization as well as air combat tactics.   

Tropical Cyclone ‘Justin’ located approximately 
400km northeast of Townsville marred the majority 
of the Exercise.   After the first week, both F/A 18 
and F15C aircraft relocated to Williamtown due to a 
prediction that the cyclone would infringe the 
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coastline.  After 3 days when the prediction proved to 
be incorrect all aircraft relocated back to Townsville.   

Exercise flying started the next day.  Most 
missions involved four Hornets flying to the Shoal 
Water Bay Training Area. After airborne refueling 
and fighting their way to the target live high 
explosive Mk 82 snake-eye bombs were dropped as 
well as Laser Guided Bombs.  The weapons were 
dropped on Cordelia Rock in the Halifax Bay Range.  
The Squadron redeployed to Williamtown on 21 
March.  

During August an All Ranks Dining In Night was 
held at the Kittyhawk Club and Airmen’s Mess to 
honour the Squadron’s founding CO, Wing 
Commander R.C. Cresswell DFC who celebrated his 
77th Birthday during that week. This was a 
significant occasion highlighted by the inaugural 
firing of the 77 Squadron Howitzer.  This weapon 
was presented to 77 Squadron by Captain ‘Bung’ 
Gustafsen who was the Army Ground Liaison Officer 
at the time. 

Early 1997 the Squadron recognized a need for an 
operational Forward Air Control capability.  By mid-
year aircraft and personnel were transferred from 76 
to 77 Squadron and a new syllabus was developed.  
The aim being to have an operational capability to 
support Hornet and F111 close air support missions. 

Forward Air Control (FAC) Flight conducted a 
PC9 conversion for a Reservist Officer,  although the 
first official FAC Course conducted by the Squadron 
was held from September 7 to 26.  Eight personnel 
(Army and Air Force) successfully completed the 
course.  After the course two PC9’s deployed to 
RAAF Base Darwin for Exercise ‘Rolling Thunder’.  

On October 10 ten F/A 18 aircraft deployed to 
RAAF Base Darwin for Exercise ‘Pitch Black ‘97’ 
(PB’97). PB’97 was conducted as a combined 
Exercise with the Republic of Singapore Air Force 
(RSAF). The RSAF deployed A4SU and F16A 
aircraft, plus two E2C AEW&C aircraft and C130 
refuelling/transport aircraft.    

On 13 January 1998, Wing Commander Mark 
Binskin assumed command of the Squadron, worth 
noting is that he had  joined the Squadron on transfer 
from the RAN in the early eighties. 

On 18 March 10 aircraft deployed to RNZAF 
Ohakea, New Zealand, to participate in Exercise 
‘Matakiri’.  On 22 March an Open Day was held at 
RNZAF Ohakea.  The ‘Green Lemons’ formation 
team provided a four aircraft fly past.  Exercise 
‘Matakiri’ consisted of a range of flying activities 
including  Combat Tactical Exercises against RNZAF 
Macchi and A4K aircraft, close air support (CAS), 
fleet support, offensive counter air (OCA), and 
defensive counter air (DCA). 

A Singaporean C-130 Tanker participated in the 
Exercise and a number of pilots gained experience 
refuelling  off a Hercules.  ‘Matakiri’ concluded on 7 
April. The Squadron redeployed to RAAF 
Williamtown on 9 April with tanker support provided 
by 33 Squadron.  

In July 1998 a special parade was held associated 
with the presentation of a Korean Presidential 

Citation. The citation had been awarded to the 
Squadron in 1953 for its involvement in the Korean 
war.  The parade was attended by many retired 
Squadron members including Air Marshal  Newham, 
Group Captain Cottee, Wing Commander   Cresswell, 
Squadron Leader  Guthrie, and Mr Alwyn Quoy.  An 
afternoon tea was held in the Squadron’s hangar after 
the presentation. 

In October the Squadron deployed to Kuantan in 
Malaysia for Exercise ‘Churinga 98-2’.  Ten aircraft 
and 100 personnel were involved. The exercise 
spanned three weeks of  a tactics programme. These  
missions were flown against MiG-29N aircraft.  

Several social events were arranged in Malaysia 
including a cocktail night and a farewell party 
organised at the MS Gardens Hotel. On the final night 
before departure Squadron officers had dinner with 
their RMAF counterparts. 

In April 1999 the Squadron deployed to Tindal for 
Exercise ‘Arnhem Thunder’. A number of air to 
surface sorties were flown which included the 
expenditure of Mk-82, Mk 84 and GBU 12 High 
Explosive ordnance. The Squadron was also involved 
in a ground defence exercise during the deployment 
which involved F-18s as well as PC-9/As conducting 
Close Air Support. 

Routine deployments and training continued for 
the rest of the year and on 17 December Wing 
Commander Binskin handed over command to Wing 
Commander Brian J. Edwards. 

  On Anzac Day 2000 the Squadron again 
deployed to Tindal for Exercise ‘Arnhem Thunder’ 
which was a joint exercise conducted with 3 
Squadron.  In June the Squadron focused on air to air 
basics to prepare for the upcoming deployments to 
Malaysia (Exercise ‘Churinga’) and Tindal (Exercise 
‘Pitch Black’).  Deployment to Kuantan, Malaysia via 
Townsville, Darwin and Surabaya with some air-to-
air refuelling occurring at the end of the month. On 
arrival in Kuantan, Malaysia, the Squadron undertook 
some familiarisation flights over northern Malaysia 
and Butterworth, and some 2v2 in-squadron work.  
During Exercise ‘Churinga’ the Squadron was 
involved in defensive counter-air with MiG-29s from 
Kuantan against F/A-18D, F3, A4, CR4 and Hawk 
aircraft.  Operations involved air-to-air refuelling 
with British KC-10 and Australian B707 aircraft.  
The Squadron deployed to Tindal via Surabaya 
towards the end of the month and began work-up 
operations with 75 Squadron and VMFA 225 
Squadron before beginning Exercise ‘Pitch Black’.  
Exercise ‘Pitch Black’ involved the defence of Tindal 
and Delamere Air Weapons Range against 3 
Squadron and VMFA F/A-18A and Ds, British F3 
and GR4s, F-111s, Singaporean F16 C/Ds, 77 
Squadron PC-9s simulating A10 Warthogs, with 
E3D, F2-C, VC-10 and B707 aircraft supporting 
defensive and offensive operations.  

March 2001 began with an F/A-18 air-to-ground 
work-up. The Squadron then deployed to Townsville 
for Exercise ‘Arnhem Thunder’. The exercise 
included both strike and escort missions. An air-to-air 
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refueling arrangement was provided by 33 Squadron.  
High explosive Mk82 and Mk84 bombs as well as  

 

 
SqnLdr Van Haren shoots the RAAF’s first AIM-
120B on 4  May 2001 at Woomera. (77 Squadron) 

high explosive incendiary 20mm ammunition were 
dropped/fired both by day and night at High Range 
and Shoalwater Bay weapons ranges.  PC-9/A (F) 
operations included close air support training with 3 
Squadron on the Singleton range and in the 
Richmond airspace.  No. 1/01 FAC Course was 
commenced.  
      During June 2001 the Squadron participated in 
Exercise ‘Maple Flag’ held at the Cold Lake Air 
Force Base in Alberta, Canada. The exercise involved 
roughly 12 different countries flying types including 
F-15C and E models, F-16s, F-4s, GR-8 Harriers, 
MiG-29s, F/A-18s, EA-6B Prowlers and a whole host 
of transport aircraft. 

The exercise was born out of statistics from the 
Vietnam War, which suggested if a pilot could 
survive through his first 10 operational missions, his 
life expectancy was significantly increased for the 
remainder of the conflict.  The aim was therefore to 
make each mission as close to the real thing as 
possible but to pitch it at a level where all experience 
levels could gain valuable lessons. The numbers 
required to make this happen were approximately 65 -
70 friendly aircraft performing a mix of air 
supremacy, escort and strike missions against around 
30 enemy and 15 SAM sites defending the 
`homeland'. 

77 Squadron performed quite well and won all 
pessimists over with what was described as a very 
polished performance.   77 performed very well in the 
out of hours activities also, and the Australian night 
that was put on in the mess saw quite a few 
international boys giving in to the power of the VB 
that was provided. 

No sooner had the Squadron returned to Australia 
than it cycled through an air to ground programme. 
Then came September 11 and Diego Garcia. 

At the start of November F/A -18 operations 
focused on preparing for a pending deployment as 
part of ‘Operation Slipper’ to the British Indian 
Ocean Territory of Diego Garcia. The mission was to 
conduct air defence operations. Before departing the 

Squadron hosted visits from the Air Commander 
Australian and the Chief of Air Force. 

An advance party departed Williamtown on 7 
November. The advanced party traveled to Diego 
Garcia via RAAF Pearce arriving on 8 November. 
The main party departed on 13 November and 
travelled via Learmonth to arrive on 14 November.  

The Detachment assumed Operational respon- 
sibility at 0600Z on 16 November. Air surveillance 
and command and control was provided by USS 
Vincennes. The Squadron was placed on a 24 hour 
fifteen minute alert status. At this time intercept 
training was also conducted on other aircraft types 
working out of Diego Garcia. These included KC-10, 
B-1, B-52, P-3, and C-5 aircraft. 

On 29 November  USS Vincennes was called 
away from Diego Garcia on Search and Rescue 
duties. When this happened the Squadron provided 
Combat Air Patrol surveillance over the island until 
USS Vincennes returned.  The Commanding Officer, 
Wing Commander Edwards, noted the following in 
the official Squadron History: “To be selected as the 
first fighter Squadron to be deployed on an operation 
since the Korean War is a great honour for 77 
Squadron.” 

Operations associated with the air defence of 
Diego Garcia continued.  Fifteen minute alert status 
was maintained at all times.  On 30 November  
Command and Control was handed over to USS 
Russell from USS Vincennes.  USS Russell was found 
to be very professional and very eager to conduct 
mutual training.  This included Air Intercept training 
using Link-4 tracks, and Air-to-Surface Maritime 
strikes versus the USS Russell itself. 
 

 
FltLt Dave Hayhoe in support of picket ship USS 
Russell.  (77 Squadron) 

 
Over the period seven scrambles were cancelled 

prior to aircraft taxying. Combat Air Patrols over 
Diego Garcia were flown on two occasions when the 
Surveillance radar on board USS Russell was 
switched off during re-supply operations.  On 18 and 
19 December the Air Commander Australia, AVM J. 
Kindler AM AFC, visited the deployed Squadron 
element at Diego Garcia.  During the period 
numerous sporting and social function were held.   

December was the last month that Forward Air 
Control Flight (FACFLT) was to be part of 77 
Squadron. 

On 1 January 2002 an organisation to be known 
the Forward Air Control Development Unit was 
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formed as a new RAAF unit under the control of the 
newly formed Air Combat Group. 

The PC-9/A (F) element transferred out of the 
Squadron to form the Forward Air Control 
Development Unit with effect 1 January.  

 

 
In addition to defending Diego Garcia’s airspace, 
the Squadron also conducted maritime defence 
with routine nautical patrols. (77 Squadron) 
 

In Diego Garcia air defence operations continued.  
Three scrambles were initiated during the month but 
cancelled prior to take-off.  The Chief of Army, 
Lieutenant General Cosgrove, visited the deployed 
units on 3 and 4 and 11 and 12 January. The USS 
Russell departed on 31 January  handing over air 
surveillance duties to USS Ford. 
 

 
A poor attempt at moustache growing by the 77 
Squadron aircrew. (77 Squadron) 
 

After the Diego Garcia deployment life returned 
to a more normal pace with the Squadron settling 
back into the task of getting the aircrew back up to 
the levels  prior to deployment.   

The Squadron had a change of command at the 
helm with  Wing Commander Gavin Turnbull taking 
the reins on 18 February 2002.  

On an operational level, with 3 Squadron 
deployed, 77 was the only fighter Squadron on the 
East coast. This meant the Squadron had to ultimately 
provide support for every Navy, Army and Special 
Forces task that cropped up.  

Early 2003 the Squadron went to Melbourne for 
the Avalon air show.  Unfortunately there were no  
flying displays but the Squadron supplied two aircraft 
for a static display. An enjoyable trip answering 

endless questions from the public on the aircraft’s 
capabilities. 

As part of ‘Operation Falconer’, Australia’s 
contribution to the war in Iraq, 77 Squadron 
contributed two aircrew.  Flight Lieutenant Grant 
Taylor and Lieutenant David Montgomery (USN 
exchange officer) supplemented 75 Squadron’s 
deployment along with various other 3 Squadron 
pilots and wing staff, including 77 Squadron’s 
Commanding Officer to be,  Squadron Leader Glen 
Beck.  

 The types of missions undertaken by the RAAF 
Hornets between 20 March and 2 May ranged from 
Defensive Counter Air (DCA) to Close Air Support 
(CAS) and strike. The full multi-role capability of the 
F/A-18 was exploited, with  sorties being armed for 
both air to air and air to ground missions,  with 
sufficient air to air weapons to deal with any latent 
threat from the Iraqi Air Force. This allowed the 
aircraft to respond to a wide range of tasks, including 
defending against hostile fighters or striking a target 
of opportunity on the ground. Missions such as these 
could last several hours and involve multiple 
refuellings. A typical weapons load used for a DCA 
mission over Iraq was 2 x AIM-9 Sidewinders, 3 x 
AIM-120 AMRAAMs, 1 x GBU-12 500lb Laser 
Guided Bomb, an AAS-38 Nighthawk FLIR pod and 
3 x external fuel tanks. 

By the end of the campaign the RAAF pilots had 
acquited themselves well, flying over 350 sorties and 
dropping over 120 LGBs.  CAS was provided to the 
1st Marine Expeditionary Force, US Army Corps 
units and 1st UK Division as they advanced towards 
Baghdad. The types of targets struck by the Hornets 
ranged from tanks to artillery and airfield 
infrastructure. These missions were wide ranging 
covering Iraq from Al Kut and Al Amarah in the 
South to Baghdad and Tikrit in the North. Other areas 
which received attention from the Hornet Squadron 
were in the vicinity of Abinaria Dam, Al Rasheed 
airfield and Al Assad airfield in Western Iraq. On 12 
April the F/A-18s were called on to provide close air 
support to Australian Special Forces as they moved 
against objectives at Al Assad.  This was a first in the 
war as RAAF aircraft directly supported Australian 
ground forces, something that had not occurred on 
operations since the Vietnam War. 

 

 
FltLt Grant Taylor prepares for a DCA mission 
over Iraq.  (77 Squadron) 
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       The Australian contingent was allowed to conduct 
a fly-by at Al Udeid Air Base for Anzac Day.  Flight 
Lieutenant Taylor of 77 Squadron performed the 
missing man manoeuvre. 
 

 
Lt Montgomery over Baghdad. (77 Squadron) 
 

Mid year, following the air-to-air work up the 
Squadron deployed ten aircraft  to Kuantan, Malaysia 
for three weeks for Exercise ‘Flying Fish 03’.  77 
Squadron Hornets primarily flew in a Defensive 
Counter Air role in defence of the Navy fleet. Other 
aircraft involved were Malaysian MiG-29, F/A-18D 
and Hawks, Singaporean F-16A and C's and F-5's as 
well as Royal Navy FA-2 Sea Harriers. A number of 
transport, maritime patrol and helicopters from all 
nations were also involved. 

In the first work up week the Squadron organised 
some dissimilar air tactics with the MiGs, Harriers 
and F-16s which produced very good results.  As the 
Exercise got under way there was noticed an 
improvement in some of the other fighters, in 
particular the MiGs.  This was fortunate, not only  
because they were our side, but flying mixed 
formations and committing on intercepts with them 
and using the advantages of each aircraft in the best 
possible manner. 

The exercise was a great success with 77 
Squadron departing with many new friends, an 
impressive video tape full of gun  kills and an equally 
impressive tally of roti's eaten at the local restaurant. 
On returning to Williamtown via Indonesia and 
Darwin a week's leave was taken by most. 

 Due to the East Coast fuel crisis Williamtown 
was short of jet fuel and this meant 77 Squadron had 
to deploy to Tindal.  Most of the aircraft, with aircrew 
and maintenance crews cycled through in two-week 
shifts.   Intercepts and tactics training predominated 
prior to deployment to Pearce to support the Navy for 
PWO week.  The Squadron left for Pearce a little 
early though, this provided  an opportunity to do 
some of  training over there using the Pearce airspace. 
Intercepts,  strikes and CAS with SAS support was 
flown, with the CAS ending up over the Perth CBD.  
The SAS also organised a tour of Swanbourne 
Barracks and a shoot with them using M4 and MP5 
rifles.  

In July 2004 the Squadron deployed to Darwin for 
Exercise ‘Pitch Black 04’. The Exercise involved 
Thai F-16s, Singaporean F-16s and a KC-135, French  

 
Taking a break from combat missions.  Iraq 2003. 
 

Mirage 2000s and a KC-135. Australian B707s, AP-
3C Orions and all three Australian F/A-18 Squadrons. 

October was taken up with final preparation 
before deploying to Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, 
USA (via Anderson AFB, Guam and Hickham AFB 
Hawaii) for Exercise ‘Red Flag’. With the help of two 
USAF KC-10s the Squadron arrived at Nellis on 22 
October. Exercise ‘Red Flag 05-1’ officially got 
underway on 25 October.  

November was mainly taken up with Exercise 
‘Red Flag’.  Units participating included USAF KC-
135s, F-16s, F-15s, EA-6s, A-10s, E-2s. RAF 
Tornados, C-130s, Nimrods, Canadian C-130s and 77 
Squadron F/A-18s. The Squadron arrived back in 
country on 14 November. After leave normal 
Squadron training resumed at Williamtown on 21 
November. This included flying intercepts for the 
Surveillance and Control Training Unit (SACTU) and 
air to ground missions for the Forward Air 
Developmental Unit (FACDU) based at 
Williamtown.  In December the Squadron continued 
to fly intercept for the SACTU and air to ground 
Exercises for FACDU forward air controller training.      
Wing Commander Alan Clements took up his 
appointment as CO on 6 December. Flying stopped 
on 10 December for the end of the year break.  
    The year of 2005 kicked off with plenty of fleet 
support missions being flown in the Nowra airspace.  
In February a long transit was conducted when Flight 
Lieutenants  Luke  Brown and Leon Cossins flew 
A21-016 back from Canada after its centre barrel 
replacement.  A successful all ranks dining in was 
held in the hangar on 29 June.   
    March proved to be an exciting time for Squadron 
aircrew,  each pilot got to shoot two AIM-7 Sparrow 
missiles at towed targets in the airspace off the coast 
of Nowra. 

During April the Squadron deployed to RMAF 
Butterworth Malaysia for Exercise ‘Bersama Shield’. 
The exercise was associated with the air defence of 
Malaysia and Singapore. 

The end of 2005 saw the re-emergence of the 
‘Green Lemons’, 77 Squadron’s formation team lead 
by Flight Lieutenant Dan Grealy (FCI). The 
‘Lemons’ and Hornet display pilot, Squadron Leader 
Paul Simmons (XO) performed in front of delighted 
crowds at a Starlight Foundation visit and Wing open 
day. 
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AIM-7 missile shoot, March 2005. (77 Squadron) 

 
At the beginning of  2006 the focus was on 

supporting 3 Squadron’s work-up to ‘Red Flag 06’. 
77 Squadron provided Red Air simulations. However, 
once 3 Squadron had departed for the USA.  Training 
was conducted leading up to a ‘Warrior Week’.   

During March the flying rate slowed but the 
importance of the sorties increased as a work-up 
began for Operation Acolyte. Operation Acolyte was 
the code name of the Australian Defence Force 
(ADF) support to the Melbourne Commonwealth 
Games. On 10 March, 11 aircraft deployed to RAAF 
East Sale to finalize preparation for the operation.  

During the Opening and Closing ceremonies 
aircraft flew Combat Air Patrol missions over 
Melbourne. Aircraft were also maintained on 
operational alert during the period of the games. In 
addition, Squadron training sorties were flown over 
Tasmania and Victoria during day and night. On 27 
March, all aircraft redeployed after a successful and 
uneventful operation. 

On 2 June a Squadron family day was held.   The 
members of  77 Squadron Association were also 
invited to attend the open day.  As part of the flying 
display the ‘Lemons’ formation team performed and 
the XO, Squadron Leader Simmons, put on a Hornet 
handling display.   Later ‘Lemon 1’ and ‘Lemon 2’ 
joined a Mustang and a Meteor for a flypast.  A 
successful Squadron reunion dining in night was held 
in the hangar with past and present members 
attending including Wing Commander  Cresswell 
DFC (Retd).  On 16 June, the Squadron took part in a 
‘Dawn Strike’ to welcome home the graduating 
students of 29 FCI course. 

Flying in July included mainly ‘bandit’ simulation 
(Red Air) for 3 Squadron as part of their work up for 
Exercise ‘Pitch Black 06’.  OT&E (Operational Test 
and Evaluation)  also continued with missions  using 
Hornet Upgrade (HUG) 2.2 aircraft equipped with the 
Joint Helmet Mounted Cueing System (JHMCS) 
against Hawk 127 adversary. In the last two weeks 
night flying also took place for Night Vision Goggle 
(NVG) accreditations as well as 2vX in the afternoon. 

For the first 2 weeks of August, 77 Squadron 
provided support for SACTU (Surveillance and 
Control Training Unit) training which included 2vX 
missions. 77 continued OT&E for HUG 2.2 
throughout the month which included deploying an  
aircraft to Darwin to work with the E3 during 
Exercise ‘Pitch Black’. Six aircraft were also flown 
down for the Temora Airshow on 5/6 August. The 
four ship ‘Lemons’ performed their routine and the 

XO, Squadron Leader Simmons, also took to the 
skies with his solo F/A-18 display. The remaining 
two weeks of the month included preparation and 
work up for ‘Bersamu Padu’.  
     On 5 September the Squadron deployed ten 
aircraft to Singapore for the Five Power Defence 
Arrangement (FPDA) Exercise ‘Bersama Padu 06’.  
The end of the first week concluded with tactical 
Combat exercises with the RAF GR40and the RSAF 
F16s.   

Into the second week, 77 Squadron flew 
Offensive Counter Air (OCA) missions as Red air 
against RSAF F-5s, F-16s and RAF Tornados, as well 
as a night mission against Malaysian F-18D’s.  In the 
last week of the exercise 77 Squadron’s role changed 
to DCA (Defensive Counter Air). The Squadron 
maintenance team performed magnificently with all 
aircraft on line for the exercise ‘war’.  Many ‘kill’ 
claims were made on the opposing forces.  The actual 
war only started on Wednesday evening and finished 
Thursday due exercise constraints.  The following 
week the Squadron redeployed back to Williamtown 
via Surabaya and Darwin.   

The first  week of October involved JDAM  (Joint 
Direct Attack Munition) academic training organised 
by US Navy pilots visiting from Top Gun. The 
second week involved application bombing at Salt 
Ash Air Weapons Range leading into Close Air 
Support the following week for the JTAC (Joint 
Terminal Air Control) course (formerly Forward Air 
Controllers Course). 

 
 

 
SqnLdr Paul Simmons poses with his famed 
“40,000LB Fire Breathing War Chariot”. (77 
Squadron) 
 

November involved simulated Joint Direct Attack 
Munition (JDAM) strikes in the Western Airspace. 
This is the new GPS guided weapon acquired by the 
RAAF. The second week of flying was devoted to 
passenger rides for the troops.  

On 12 December a parade was held in the 
Squadron Hangar (due to rain) to mark the CO 
handover from Wing Commander Clements to Wing 
Commander Tim Churchill.  

In the middle of the February 2007 the Squadron 
conducted live firing of ASRAAM missiles off the 
coast at Nowra utilizing the Joint Helmet Mounted 
Cueing system.  In total three missiles were fired.  
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The Salt Ash range air to ground programme 
which started at the end February continued into the 
first week of March. This was followed by an 
Operational Test and Evaluation of the HUG 2.2 
(Hornet Upgrade) systems.  

The  ‘Green Lions’ formation display team 
reformed in the third week of March and began 
working up for the Avalon air show. The team was 
lead by Squadron Leader John Cornett. The other 
members of the team were Flight Lieutenant Andrew 
Hagstrom, Flight Lieutenant Ben Johnson and Flying 
Officer Beau Pitcher.  

At the end of March the Squadron deployed five 
aircraft to Avalon to take part in the Avalon air show. 
Four aircraft were used for the flying displays and 
one was placed on static display. In addition, to the 
four aircraft ‘Green Lions’ formation display two 
aircraft, lead by Flight Lieutenant Jason Sorensen, 
performed an impressive night display.   

Through-out the air-show all four aircraft were 
available and ready on time. In fact the air show was 
a great success and marked the 60th Anniversary of 
Supersonic Flight in fine style.  It is true to say that 
the ‘Green Lions’ put on superb displays daily and 
stole the show as a consequence. It is also true to say 
that from a flying and maintenance point of view it 
was a great effort all round. 

During the second week of April a detachment of 
two F/A-18’s and 33 ground personnel were deployed 
to Tindal to carry out evaluation on the GPS guided 
Joint Direct Attack Munition  and the 1000lb Mk 83 
dumb bomb. During the deployment the Squadron 
released the first JDAM by an Australian Fighter 
Squadron. The weapons were dropped at the 
Delamere range. It was reported that well deserved 
praise was heaped on the ‘Black Handers’ 
(Armament Fitters) who, as usual, did a fantastic job 
re-configuring aircraft as and when required. 

Prior to this detachment the TCO, Squadron 
Leader Simmons, conducted an official handover to 
Wing Commander Churchill. 

 

 
Aircrew operating with Night Vision Goggles 
 

During the second week of May simulated Joint 
Direct Attack Munition strikes were carried out.  
Night Vision Goggle (NVG) training was completed 
for some pilots. The last two days of the week 
included ground training on the new Litening AT pod 

(Litening is an infra red and TV pod which replaces 
the Nitehawk pod). The following week sensor 
navigation and strike missions were flown using the 
Litening AT pod.  

During the period the Squadron was heavily 
involved in the introduction of the Joint Combined 
Training Capability.  JCTC utilizes air combat 
manoeuvering instrumentation (ACMI).  ACMI is a 
GPS pod which transmits the aircraft’s exact position 
for real time kill notification and no drop weapon 
scoring.  

As part of the Squadron’s Operational Test & 
Evaluation (OT&E) programme simultaneous drop of 
four GPS guided Joint Direct Attack Munitions  onto 
four different targets was successfully carried out.  
Other OT&E sorties included an in-flight alignment 
of the JDAM, testing of the Litening IR marker, 
Litening support of laser guided weapons, and 
Litening support of JDAM. 

On 17 September 2007 six FA-18s deployed to 
Hassanudin, Indonesia (through Townsville and 
Darwin) for Exercise ‘Elang Ausindo’. The Exercise 
was conducted with Indonesian Air Force F-16A/Bs 
who normally operate out of Iswahyudi. The first day 
of flying was dissimilar basic fighter manoeuvring. 
The Squadron performed extremely well on both 
days.  

Overall, the exercise was well run with suitable 
opening and closing ceremonies. The Indonesians 
were very hospitable and good hosts.  Many dinners 
and functions were enjoyed by Squadron personnel 
who also made a number of school visits teaching 
English and donating sports equipment.  The 
Squadron stayed in a hotel in Makassar and received 
a police escort to and from work each day. The 
Squadron then departed for Korat in Thailand with a 
stop in Singapore to re-fuel. 

The Squadron participated in Exercise ‘Thai 
Boomerang’ from 24 to 28 September operating out 
of Korat. Thai F-16s from 102 Squadron, 103 
Squadron and 403 Squadron Royal Thai Air Force 
took part in the exercise.  

Squadron F/A-18s operated as mixed packages. 
The Thai F-16s carried air combat manoeuvering 
instrumentation (ACMI) pods which facilitated 
debriefing.  Overall, the exercise was a great success.  
Weather  became a factor on the last day.  

The Squadron re-deployed to Australia on 1 
October via Singapore to Darwin. On this leg air to 
air re-fuelling was provided by a B707 operating out 
of Jakarta. The next day the aircraft flew from 
Darwin to Williamtown again using air to air re-
fuelling 

In February 2008 four aircraft deployed to 
Adelaide for the Clipsal 500 V8 Supercar race.  
Formation fly pasts and a handling display were 
conducted on both race days. 

The first half of March saw the Squadron focus on 
the air-to-surface role, most notably providing fleet 
support to a number of RAN vessels and support to a 
Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) course. The 
fleet support involved Hawk aircraft from 76 
Squadron, and F-111’s from 1 Squadron. The 
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exercise included both Maritime Strike and Maritime 
Air Defence. The aim was to help prepare the ships 
for deployment to the Middle Eastern Area of 
Operations.  

In the latter half of the month a number of 
Squadron members and one aircraft deployed to the 
USA to conduct Electronic Warfare trials at China 
Lake. Another contingent was selected to augment a 
75 Squadron deployment to ‘Red Flag’ in Alaska - 
the general consensus appeared to be that Alaska is a 
cold place! 

In August a Squadron of F-15C Eagle aircraft 
from the Air National Guard based in Oregon 
deployed to Williamtown to provide ‘Red Air’ 
support to  2OCU.  77 Squadron was able to take 
advantage of the visit and arranged several dissimilar 
aircraft dog fights with the Air National Guard F-15 
Eagle aircraft.   

The Squadron deployed six aircraft to Singapore 
at the beginning of October (Paya Leba Air Base) to 
participate in Exercise ‘Bersama Lima 2008’.  The 
Squadron took advantage of the week in Singapore 
prior to the official exercise starting to arrange 
several dissimilar dog fights. The remainder of the 
exercise involved strike/self-escort flights flown as 
four aircraft. Maritime strike was also conducted with 
the navy and typically several merges with various 
aircraft types were experienced (F-16s, F5s, F/A-
18Ds & MiG-29s). In the final week of October the 
Squadron redeployed to Williamtown.  

Pairs attack missions were conducted in March 
2009.  Aircrew were introduced to the ROVER 
capability of the Litening Targeting Pod (real-time 
data link of our image to ground forces) and were 
able to employ Offensive Air Support/Dynamic 
Targeting roles with ground forces.  Aircrew continue 
to develop standard attack profiles in preparation for 
dropping live bombs in Exercise ‘Arnhem Thunder 
09’ (Tindal in April). Flying operations focused on 
workup for ‘Arnhem Thunder’.  By mid-February,  
four aircraft attacks were flown and later advanced to 
more complicated strike missions. The Squadron took 
the opportunity to deploy a contingent to Melbourne 
in support of the F1 Grand Prix with two aircraft 
deployed with a single F/A-18 conducting daily 
displays over the 3-day period (Display pilot Flight 
Lieutenant Trent Schurmann). Of note, the officers 
visited the Starlight Foundation at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital in Melbourne and presented gifts 
to the children.  

On the 26 June Wing Commander Churchill 
officially handed over command of the Squadron to 
Wing Commander Glen Beck.  

  During the second week of August the Squadron 
deployed to Thailand for three weeks to participate in 
Exercise ‘Thai Boomerang 2009’. The exercise 
focused on air to air, both beyond visual range  tactics 
and within visual range  manoeuvring. This provided 
a great opportunity for Squadron personnel to work 
with a foreign air force and for the pilots to test their 
skills against various aircraft types (F-16, L-39 and 
the Alpha Jet).  
 

 
FltLt Vic Hare prior to Thai Boomerang. 

 

 
Aviation Technician LAC Scott Lehmann-
Rhodes of 77 Squadron – Thai Boomerang 
2009. (77 Squadron) 
 
During the first week in September the Squadron 

re-deployed to Darwin to participate in Exercise 
‘Elang AusIndo’ with the Indonesian Air force. This 
exercise focused on air to air employment against  
F-16 aircraft.  

Work up continued until the Squadron departed 
RAAF Williamtown on 12 February 2010.  Eight 
F/A-18’s assisted by two Omega tankers made the 
transit to Nellis Air Force Base via Pago Pago, 
Hickam AFB in Hawaii and MCAS Miramar in 
California.  Exercise ‘Red Flag 2010’ took place 
during the two weeks from 22 February to 5 March 
and provided the Squadron pilots and maintainers 
invaluable experience operating in a multi-national 
environment. 

Following completion of the exercise, all eight 
aircraft returned to RAAF Williamtown on 10 March 
after transiting via Hickam Air Force Base and Pago 
Pago with the assistance of the Omega tankers.   
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The first three weeks of September consisted of 
intercept training with Pelair Lear aircraft augmenting 
the Red Air (enemy) threat. Aircraft were fitted with 
JDAMs  to provide training before Exercise ‘Arnhem 
Thunder’.  Escort strike simulator missions were 
flown in preparation for ground attack activity 
scheduled for the rest of the month.  

On 7 October the Squadron deployed ten aircraft 
via Townsville to Tindal for Exercise ‘Arnhem 
Thunder’ (AT-10). One of the objectives of AT-10 
was to gain proficiency in the use of the JDAM  
which is a GPS guided weapon. During the first week 
four aircraft attacks utilizing JDAM weapons were 
made on Bradshaw Range.  A combination of 500 
and 1000 lb high explosive and 2000 lb inert JDAMs 
were dropped.  

 
Cpl Talbot talks with F22 Raptor ground crews 
from the 49th AMXS Fighter Wing, 7th Fighter 
Squadron from Holloman Air Force Base, New 
Mexico. (77 Squadron) 
 

During the first two weeks of November the 
Squadron conducted air to air tactics. Squadron 
aircrew attended a capability brief at 2 Squadron on 
the performance of the Wedgetail aircraft. In 
addition, eight Hornet aircraft flew to Amberley to 
visit 1 Squadron to receive a capabilities brief on the 
Super Hornet aircraft.  

In January 2011, 77  Squadron was selected  as 
the Squadron to represent the fighter community at 
the 2011 Avalon International Airshow.  The 
Squadron performed three routines during the show.  
The four aircraft display was led by the XO, 
Squadron Leader Grant Burr.  A three aircraft tactics 
demonstration was led by Squadron Leader Steve 
Rossiter.  Finally a night display was flown by Wing 
Commander Beck, the Squadron CO. 

At the beginning of May a week of Air to Ground 
was flown to work up for Exercise ‘Black Dagger’. 
‘Black Dagger’ was designed to provide support to 
the Australian Army Mentoring Task Force before 
deploying overseas.  In addition, support was also 
provided to 4 Squadron for a Joint Terminal Air 
Controller’s  course.  Nine aircraft were deployed to 
Townsville for this task.  

Whilst the Squadron was deployed to 
Townsville Air Commodore  Hupfeld presented the 
2010 Kittyhawk trophy to Wing Commander Beck. 

In July Squadron personnel were scattered far and 
wide  to participate in numerous exercises.  A number 
of Squadron pilots augmented 3 Squadron aircrew in 
Alaska for a four week period during the annual ‘Red 

Flag’ Exercise.  Seven pilots were sent to Darwin and 
Tindal to operate with 75 Squadron and for mission  
planning duties associated with Exercise ‘Talismans 
Sabre’.  In addition, a number of pilots were located 
in Canberra for the exercise. 

The pilots who participated in ‘Talisman Sabre’ 
were involved with F/A-18 E and F model Hornet 
aircraft from the USS George Washington. In 
addition, they also flew against USAF F-15 C Eagle 
aircraft operating out of RAAF base Darwin.  
 

 
FltLt Farzan Kalantary – Red Flag.(77 Squadron) 

           
The pilots involved in ‘Red Flag’ in Alaska 
participated in both Air to Air and Air to Ground 
missions including dropping live weapons. 

During August the Squadron conducted Basic 
Fighter Manoeuvring in preparation for Exercise 
‘Thai Boomerang’ and ‘Elang Ausindo’.  On Monday 
19 August eight aircraft began a transit to Korat in 
Thailand for Exercise ‘Thai Boomerang 2011’.  

The transit route was via Darwin to Paya Lebar to 
refuel then on to Butterworth for an overnight stay 
and then on to Korat Air Force base. The support 
crew went from Darwin direct to Korat in a C-17 
aircraft. 

Exercise ‘Thai Boomerang’ was a two week 
biannual exercise hosted by the Thai Air Force in 
Korat. It provided Air to Air combat training against 
RTAF F-16 aircraft. It also provided maintenance 
personnel with valuable training operating out of a 
foreign base. 

The relationship between the RTAF and the 
RAAF proved to be very strong throughout the two 
weeks. Numerous social events were held. In 
addition, the Squadron managed to raise $3000 for a 
local orphanage.  

At the end of August, after a busy two weeks in 
Thailand, the Squadron deployed to Bali for Exercise 
‘Elang Ausindo’. Exercise ‘Elang Ausindo’ was a 
week long visual manoeuvring exercise with the 
Indonesian Air Force’s F-16s.  Each pilot flew at least 
two sorties flying against the F-16s  

A formal closing ceremony of ‘Elang Ausindo’ 
was carried out on 9 September, with the Indonesian 
Air Force participating in beach volleyball and 
soccer.  The Squadron redeployed on 10 September 
with transport support supplied by the new C-17 
aircraft which flew direct to Williamtown. 
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THE EVER CHANGING HORNET  -  Commanding Officer 77s Perspective 

 
It is worth highlighting the ever-changing nature of the Hornet during 77 Squadron service.  As the first digital 
aircraft in the RAAF inventory, the Hornet has evolved substantially during its service. As one of the more 
experienced Hornet pilots in the system, I am now approaching 3000 hours on type. Although it looks the same on 
the outside, this is not the same aircraft that I flew for the first time 17 years ago. Back then it was equipped with the 
AIM 7 Sparrow and AIM 9 sidewinders. Much of the precision navigation still required a pilot to use his visual 
navigation skills and map reading. Situational awareness was pretty much limited to what your brain could process 
from radio calls. Dumb-bomb deliveries and pop up attacks were the norm.  These days, things are much different. 
With data-link, GPS, colour displays, an advanced Targeting pod, GPS guided weapons, EW self-protection, Active 
AMRAAM missiles, long range and high off-boresight heat seeking ASRAAM missiles, a Helmet that can cue 
weapons and new mission computers and anti-jam secure radios, the Hornet is a highly capable fighting machine. 
We now have night vision goggles and our strike capability includes the JASSM – a massive standoff weapon that 
can be fired at a target more than a hundred kilometres away.  It has taken some time for the community to get up to 
speed on all of this equipment and the transition was not simple. The Hornet community was in a perpetual state of 
upgrades during much of the 2000’s, placing significant stress on fleet serviceability.  Also, due to the complexities 
associated with introduction and development of the new equipment, the workload across the board was immense. 
There was never a steady state of equipment or procedures and it was a case of learn as you go and document when 
you can.  
 
Now that all of this has been completed, what strikes me as significant to note is that although the aircraft and the 
way we operate it tactically has substantially changed, many things remain the same. The same motivated workforce 
is still required to get the job done. The pilots might do a few different things in the air, but the same skills are still 
required. There is no “new generation” of skills required. A digital aircraft does not mean that some kid who is good 
at computer games will do well. The eternal ingredients of skill, dedication, teamwork, honesty, and a great attitude 
to learning are still required to be successful.  A good team in the Squadron, with smart, dedicated and capable 
technicians is required to keep these jets in the air – especially challenging with much new equipment jammed into 
an old airframe.  All of this needs to be supported by a good supply section and an Admin section that makes sure we 
are looked after and can focus on generating missions. 
 
 As we are about to step into a new generation of aircraft with the Joint Strike Fighter rapidly approaching, it is 
important to recognise that what makes us successful are our people, their attitudes and the Squadron’s culture.  It is 
a culture that is built upon the bonds we have with each other and has been built upon the never ending unbroken link 
with our past. The work that has been done in the past and those that have gone before us make us what we are today. 
The work that we do today and the people we grow are the keys to the future. With this as a final thought, I am sure 
that the 77 Squadron of the future will continue along the good path that has been laid by those before them. We 
wish them the best of luck and happy flying. 
 
Wing Commander G. Beck  -  CO 77 Squadron  
 

 
AirCdre M. Hupfeld and WgCdr G. Beck – Kittyhawk presentation for 2010. 
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                77 
Squadron Members Williamtown, November 1991 

 

                  
                 Butterworth   - October 1991 
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WgCdr Johnson was congratulated by the     Exercise Willoh, Ohakea, New Zealand 1995 
Squadron after achieving 5,000 flying  
Hours  - 16 February 1993 

  

 
FltLt’s Smith and Neville Hart with SqnLdr Eldridge and Lt Hinton Tayloe  
(USN) on returning from the first mine laying mission by Australian Hornets.  
 

     
    FltLt Glen Beck on alert – Diego Garcia, 2001 
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               FltLts Dan Grealy and Luke Brown flight planning during Exercise Arnhem Thunder 02 

 

 
77 Squadron at the end of another highly succesful overseas deployment –  
photograph taken at Korat AFB, Thailand 2010. 

 

     
                         Red Flag wasn’t all hard work – during the transit across the Pacific aircrew 
                         were required to spend several days in Hawaii ‘adjusting to the time zone’ 
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77 Squadron ground crew perform a FOD check of the tarmac, which was shared with multi-national partners.- Red Flag   
 

     
                                          77 Squadron Executive Officer, Squadron Leader Grant Burr 
                             walks to his aircraft to lead the first Australian mission on Exercise Red Flag 
 

 
During a break between 77 Squadron displays of the eye watering capabilities of the mighty‘Classic Hornet’, aircrew  
have a chuckle at the two seat Super Hornet’s performance of more benign ‘manoeuvres by committee’. 
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 Arhnem Thunder 2010.  The Squadron manning increased to 18 aircrew at this time as  

                     it took pilots preparing for the upcoming FCI course 
 
 
 
 
 

                            
                          WgCdr Glen Beck – night display at Avalon International  Airshow, 2011 
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APPENDIX A 

 
ABBREVIATIONS 
 
AirMshl Air Marshal                      E/A Enemy Aircraft 
AVM  Air Vice Marshal              HQ Headquarters 
AirCdre Air Commodore               OTU Operational Training Unit 
GpCapt  Group Captain                 (T) Temporary 
WgCdr  Wing Commander             AAR      Air to Air Refuelling 
SqnLdr  Squadron Leader             ADEX    Air Defence Exercise 
FltLt  Flight Lieutenant            AIM7    Air to Air Missile 
FlgOff  Flying Officer                  IADS Intergrated Air Defence System 
PltOff  Pilot Officer                    MCRU  Mobile Control & Recording Unit 
WOff  Warrant Officer               NBC      Nuclear Biological & Chemical 
FltSgt  Flight Sergeant             
Sgt  Sergeant                      
Cpl  Corporal                      
LAC  Leading Aircraftsman   
AC  Aircraftsman                
OC  Officer Commandoing 
CO  Commanding Officer 
 
 
 
APPENDIX  B 

 
AIRCRAFT PERFORMANCE TABLES 
 
AIRCRAFT    MAX. SPEED        SERVICE CEILING   MAX. RANGE   
 
Curtiss   
P40E Kittyhawk   350mph at15000ft    30600ft       800 miles   
 
Curtiss   
P40N Kittyhawk   352mph at11000ft    32500ft      1210 miles   
 
North American   
P5lD Mustang    437mph at 24500ft    4l500ft     1650 miles   
 
Gloster   
Meteor F Mk8    592mph at sea level    44000ft    1000 miles   
 
Gloster   
Meteor T Mk7    585mph at sea level    44000ft     1000 miles   
 
CAC   
CA32 Sabre    700mph at sea level    55000ft     1150 miles   
 
Dassault  
Mirage111O    863mph at sea level   55775ft      745 miles 

l460mph at 40000ft                      max. combat radius   
 
McDonnell  Douglas Mach 1.8+   50000ft +    2000 miles + 
Hornet F/A18         unfuelled ferry range 
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APPENDIX C 
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APPENDIX  D

  

                  77 SQUADRON COMMANDING OFFICERS 
 
16. 3.42  SqnLdr D.F. Forsyth (T)  
23. 3.42      SqnLdr R.E.P. Brooker  (RAF) 
20. 4.42       SqnLdr  R.C. Cresswell             
20. 8.43      SqnLdr  B.E. Brown                          
5. 1.44        SqnLdr C.W. Stark  
26. 9.44       WgCdr R.C. Cresswell 
23.12.44     SqnLdr  W.R.C. McCullough  (T) 
4.2.45  FltLt G. Angus  (T) 
25. 3.45        FItLt W.E.Miller (T)  
15. 4.45      FItLt  A.B. Taylor (T)  
22. 8.45        SqnLdr R.P. Curtis,  DFC 
16.12.46       FltLt J.G. Chenhallis (T)  
28. 3.47        SqnLdr R.T. Susans - DFC 
16. 9.48       SqnLdr F.J. Lawrenson (T)   
4.10.48         WgCdr W.J. Keenan - DFC 
22.11.48       WgCdr G.T. Newstead  
28. 2.50        WgCdr L.T. Spence - DFC  
9. 9.50         AirCdr  Charlesworth - 

CBE AFC (T) 
27. 9.50        GpCpt A.D.Charlton (T)   
1.11.50         SqnLdr R.C. Cresswell - DFC 
16. 8.51        WgCdr G.H. Steege - DSO DFC 
26.12.51       WgCdr R.T. Susans - DSO DFC 
26. 5.52        SqnLdr W.R. Bennett-  DFC (T) 20. 
7.52            WgCdr J.R. Kinninmont - 

DSO DFC 
20. 1.53        WgCdr J.W. Hubble - DSO AFC 
5. 6.53         WgCdr A. Hodges - AFC 
24.11.53   WgCdr D.R. Beattie 
27. 7.54    WgCdr  R.S. Royston 
5. 6.56   FItLt L.R. Watkin (T) 
 
 

 
 
19.11.56   SqnLdr M. Holdsworth - AFC 
14. 1.58    FItLt A.W. Powell (T) 
14. 4.58   SqnLdr G.R. Harvey - DFC 
1. 2.60  WgCdr J.W. Hubble - DSO, AFC 
29. 6.62   SqnLdr E.J. Myers - DFM (T) 
15. 8.62   SqnLdr R.E. Trebilco - DFC 
1. 8.63  WgCdr V.B. Cannon - DFC 
11. 9.63   SqnLdr B. Gogerly - DFC 
1. 3.64  WgCdr V.B. Cannon - DFC 
25. 2.65   WgCdr L. Reading - DFC 
5.12.66   WgCdr  KA. Martin - DFC 
30. 6.69   SqnLdr J.A. Treadwell  (T) 
30.11.69   WgCdr W.H. Simmonds 
10. 1.72   WgCdr R.W. Bradford 
12. 2.73   WgCdr R.V.A. Johnston 
2. 1.75  WgCdr A.F. Taylor 
17.12.76   WgCdr D.G. Stenhouse 
19.12.78   WgCdr L.A. Naylor - DFC 
16.12.80   WgCdr G.R. Gent - AM 
1. 8.83  WgCdr A.W. Titheridge 
29. 7.85   WgCdr R.A. Wilson - DFC 
1.7. 87   WgCdr J.W.  Kindler - AFC     
9.7. 90   WgCdr W.M. Johnson  
11.1. 94   WgCdr J.N. Blackburn - AM     
09.1.96   WgCdr A. J. Quaife  
13.1.98   WgCdr M.D. Binskin  - AM   
17.12.99   Wg Cdr B.J.Edwards 
18 .2.02   WgCdr G.A.Turnbull 
6.12.04   WgCdr A.G.Clements 
11.12.06   WgCdr T.C.Churchill 
29.6.09   WgCdr G.P.Beck
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APPENDIX  f              JUNGLE JITTERS   24 July 1943 
                                Programme for a concert party held on Goodenough Island 

 
   

 

 
The men in the orchestra were Reginald Stone, .. Sherry, J. Price, J. Davies, E. Gallop, Jack Rooney, 
Colin Pestell and Charles Taylor.   Supplied by R.  Brooker.  
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APPENDIX G 

 

HISTORY OF THE No 77 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 
 

The genesis of the 77 Squadron Association was an incident which occurred on ANZAC Day in Sydney in 1953. 
Two ex World War 2 members of 77 Squadron, Alywn Quoy and Harry Delaney, had gone to the city to find 
some war time mates.  
 
They had no luck finding ex WW2 members of the Squadron but came upon a group of hotshots, in uniform, 
who had just returned from Korea. The group, supervised by an RAAF padre, was preparing to march in the 
ANZAC Day parade. Alywn asked the padre for permission to march at the rear of the group.  Even after being 
informed that both Alywn and Harry had served with the Squadron in Darwin and New Guinea, the padre 
refused permission stating - "these men have just returned from the war".  As a result of the padre's gross 
insensitivity Alywn and Harry marched by themselves carrying a banner consisting of a stick and a piece of 
cardboard displaying the words "77 Squadron 1942-45". 
 
The experience made it clear to them that to be able to take their rightful place in future ANZAC Day marches in 
Sydney, there was a need to form an association of people who had served in 77 Squadron during WW2. 
To this end Alwyn Quoy contacted a former member of the squadron, Mr Ron Voight, a radio announcer with 
radio station 2KY.  As a result of Ron Voight's efforts twenty ex 77 bods met in Ushers Hotel Bar on a May 
Saturday morning a few weeks later.  Following this initial contact a formal meeting was held in the private 
dining room of the Great Southern Hotel in George Street, Sydney.  Over thirty people turned up and the No 77 
Squadron Association came into being.  This was June 1953. 
 
At the meeting an executive committee was appointed with Bill "Nugget" Read as President, Secretary, Alwyn 
Quoy, and Treasurer, Harry Delany.  The people who attended the inaugural meeting each donated 5 shillings to 
purchase a banner for use on ANZAC DAY. The original banner, which was used in Sydney until 1964, is 
currently on display in the 77 Squadron Headquarters building at RAAF Williamtown.  In 1964, thanks to a fifty 
pound donation from Dr Mick Kater and action by Ray Brooker, a second banner was produced. Each year this 
banner takes pride of place in the Sydney ANZAC march to proudly identify the Squadron contingent.   
 
As part of the 77 Squadron Association story in 1971 an offshoot of the original 77 Squadron Association was 
established as the "Kitty Hawk Squadrons Association".  In 1976 the "Kitty Hawk Squadrons Association" 
became the "NSW Fighter Squadrons Branch" as part of the NSW Division of the RAAF Association (RAAFA). 
 
When this occurred the 77 Squadron Association remained in being but operated on a reduced basis, in March 
1992 the 77 Squadron Association received a new lease of life. This came about as a result of an emotional 
response when the Freedom of the City Of Perth was conferred on the occasion of the Squadron's 50th 
anniversary.   The significance of the event related to the fact that 77 Squadron had been formed in Perth in 
March 1942 during the dark days of WW2 and at the height of the Japanese drive towards Australia, and after 
Darwin had been bombed in February 1942. 
 
So the "Phoenix Rose from the Ashes". Credit for this must go to Alwyn Quoy, OAM, and to the Commanding 
Officer of 77 Squadron at the time, Wing Commander Bill Johnson, CSM. 
 
At the time of writing the Association has 236 members. Apart from the strength of its membership the 
association is unique in terms of the distinguished people on the nominal role.  Foremost is the Association 
Patron, Air Chief Marshal Sir Neville McNamara, KBE, AO, AFC, AE, and Honorary Member (ex Squadron 
pilot in Korea) Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Keith Williamson GCB, AFC. 
 
In addition to Sir Neville and Sir Keith who are both ex Chiefs Of the Air Staff of their respective services, 
within the membership there is one Air Marshal (ex CAS RAAF), one ex Deputy Chief of the Air Staff RAAF, 
one Assistant Chief of the Air Staff (RAF), two ex Air Commanders Australia, three ex Commanders Air 
Combat Group (RAAF). In addition four members of the Association have commanded the Integrated Air 
Defence arrangement in Malaysia. 
 
Over the years the association has received positive support from successive Squadron Commanding officers. I 
am pleased to be able to say that the same situation still exists today. 
 
J.A. Treadwell  -  President   January 2012 
 
 




	1020
	Swift to Destroy
	1021

