
3-5 APRIL 2020

 A PO Box 99 Mayfield NSW 2304 

newcastlewritersfestival.org.au 

newcastle

20 August 2019 

Dear Lord Mayor, 

I am writing in support of Vera Deacon’s nomination for a significant City of Newcastle award. 

I first came to know Vera when I began working as a journalist at the Newcastle Herald in the late 1990s. She 
often phoned or wrote letters encouraging me and supporting my work. This continued when I returned to the 
newspaper in 2010. In a profession that is more often derided by the public, Vera’s polite praise meant a great 
deal. Vera is a strong advocate for women and, in particular, working mothers. She has empathy for the 
challenges we face and it has always been heartening to receive a message of support from Vera. 

Her other great cause is the arts, especially history and literature. Vera shows her commitment by attending 
countless community events – from the launch of local books to art exhibitions and music performances – and 
providing financial support to various organisations. She believes that “working people” are creative and eager 
for opportunities to engage with the arts. Not for her the snobbish belief that the arts are reserved for elite 
sections of our community. Her passion is infectious and she has been pivotal in fostering connections between 
individuals and organisations within Newcastle. 

Since the inaugural Newcastle Writers Festival in 2013, Vera has provided essential ongoing moral support and 
in early 2019 she also made a significant donation to the organisation. She attends the festival and is a vocal 
advocate for the important role writers have in shaping our identity. Vera believes in the significance of local 
stories and has been committed to ensuring that they are preserved for generations to come. Having grown up 
on Mosquito Island in the Hunter River, she has a unique personal history but has been just as supportive of the 
stories of others. 

I cannot imagine Newcastle without Vera. She is an irreplaceable treasure. 

I wholeheartedly endorse your consideration of Vera for a special award. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you require more information. 

Kind Regards, 

Rosemarie Milsom 
Director 
Newcastle Writers Festival 


