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Written by Ann Hardy
Welcome to our first monthly newsletter! At Hunter Living
Histories we thought it might be informative to summarise
what we’re doing every month and give our audience a run
down on all the fun! If you’re looking for more information

NEWS AND EVENTS

"A people without the
knowledge of their past
history, origin and culture
is like a tree without
roots." -Marcus Garvey

about anything listed here check out the links or contact
Ann at ann.hardy@newcastle.edu.au.
History waits for no man (or woman) at Hunter Living
Histories! We’ve always got something going on, from blog
posts to events, and it’s always an interesting time. This
month on the blog site we had lots of posts and updates
worth checking out at hunterlivinghistories.com.
Check out the updates, events, and blog posts below!
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Events
After twenty-five years of service,
the HMAS Newcastle completed its
last voyage to the local area on the
12th June and was decommissioned
on the 30th June 2019. Rob Barber,
from the Fort Scratchley Historical
Society, said Fort Scratchley
honoured the occasion with a seven
gun salute at midday. The Right of
Freedom of Entry was granted to
the ship in 1995 and is the highest

Updates

honour that a city can bestow on a
ship or military unit.

The GLAMx Living Histories Digitisation Lab is
part of Cultural Collections and HLH, it aims to

The Lambton Mechanics Institute

support students in the UON’s Work Integrated

building is celebrating 125 years!

Learning (WIL) programmes across all faculties and

One of Lambton’s oldest heritage

disciplines. The students have been working on an

buildings, part of the building is

oral history project about ‘The Store’, an old retail

rented for the Newcastle Family

hub in Newcastle West. Tenzin Legden, a WIL

History Society. Special thanks to

student at the GLAMx Lab, was responsible for a

the Newcastle Family History for

majority of the digitisation work. Seventeen

allowing us to hold the June HLH

interviews were completed and one of the

meeting at Lambton.

interviewees, Eugene Guihot, donated scrapbooks
that belonged to his late wife Jean Guihot. Jean,
sadly, passed away in 2017, however 6 scrapbooks
have been scanned and are available here:
https://hunterlivinghistories.com/2019/05/14/jguihot/
The Hunter Regional Committee of the National
Trust of Australia (HRCNT) is a leading
independent conservation organisation committed
to preserving Australia’s cultural and natural
heritage and regularly collaborates with HLH. Keith
Parsons, the board director, states the HRCNT is
working on a submission on the Wickham School
of Arts, the committee has monthly meetings, and
new members are welcome.
Contact them for more information. Phone: (02)
9258 0123 / (02) 9252 1264.
Email: info@nationaltrust.com.au
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Blog Posts
Roland

Bannister

posted

about

the

Novocastrian performer, Little Richard, in an
article titled “‘BOP BOPA-A-LU A WHOP
BAM BOO! HOW LITTLE RICHARD MADE
ROCK

AND

ROLL

HISTORY

IN

NEWCASTLE.’ The post is about rock star
Little Richard’s successful concerts at the old
Newcastle Stadium in 1957, in a theatrical
rejection of his decadent ways, Little Richard
announced his sudden renewed commitment
to God and confirmed his faith by throwing
his valuable rings into Newcastle harbour. He
cut short his Australian tour and returned to
the US to train as a preacher.
To

read

more

about

this

story

see

the

following:
https://hunterlivinghistories.com/2019/05/0
6/little-richard-newcastle/
Another

blog

post

this

month

was

a

photograph of ‘George Wyndham’s Dalwood
Cricket Team.’ Special thanks to Don Seton
Wilkinson, a descendant of George Wyndham
and a postgraduate student at the UON.
Further information is available here:
https://hunterlivinghistories.com/2019/05/07
/dalwood-cricket-team/
A rare map of ‘Floods in the lower Hunter,
1857’ is now available on HLH. It shows the
“extent to which the low lands of the River
Hunter,

and

its

tributaries

between

Oakhampton and Hexham were submerged
by the Great Flood of August 1857.” The map
was drawn by J. Francis Adams, Licensed
Surveyor, and ordered to be printed by the
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales.
Further information is available here:
https://hunterlivinghistories.com/2019/05/08
/floods-in-the-lower-hunter-1857/

