


Calorie unting and 
. fad diets are behind me 

KERRY 

CUE 

I
'VE bitten the bullet. 
But it's the last bullet 
I'm going to bite. I'm on 
a diet. Or to be more 
exact, I'm going on 

what I go on when I'm on a 
diet. But you must see this in 
context. I'm a seasoned cam
paigner. 

In my youth I went on every 
diet that did the rounds. Twiggy 
was in fashion. And I was a 
wholesome country girl. On a 
rough estimate I would say 
Twiggy weighed about the 
same as my left buttock. But 
that didn't stop me. I went on 
diet after diet attempting, basi• 
cally, to keep the buttock and 
lose the rest of my body. 

The first diet I sunk my teeth 
into was the Israeli Army diet. 
On this diet, you eat one food all 
day. I didn't mind the apple 
day. By the 39th apple, how• 
ever, I swear I was peeing 
cider. On the cheese day I found 
you can - eat only so much 
Gruyere in a 24-hour period. By 
lunch time I'd completely run 
out of saliva. My tongue stuck 
to the roof of my mouth and I 
bad to peel it off with a tea
spoon. But it was the melon day 
that finished me off. I don't 
know how this diet could work 
for an army. I tell you, on melon 
day if I'd been given the choice 
between a melon and a band 
grenade, I would have eaten the 
band grenade. 

Then I tried the Egg Diet. On 
tlie Egg Diet you eat eggs until 
you cluck. The problem is you 
suffer from a sulphur build-up. 
I want to put this delicately. 
After two days on the diet you 
turn into the local manufac
turer of rotten egg gas. After 
seven days on the diet, the 
United Nations will declare you 
a �erous chemical weapon. 

'l'hen I tried the Beverley 
"l>iet. All the film stars 

were on this diet. Robert 
Mitcham, for instance, who was 
in his late 60s at the time, swore 
by it. On the Beverley Hills 
Diet, as I recall, you ate fruit for 
nine days straight. Unfortun
ately, all that acid tends to 
shrivel your features. But it 
worked. By the fourth day I 
was starting to look like Robert 
Mitcham. 

I tried being a vegetarian for 
a while. But I lacked the moral 
commitment. Every time some
one lit up a barbecue in a 10km 
radius, I salivated, But that 
wasn't the problem. The prob
lem was the munching. After 
gnawing my way through sev
eral tonnes of carrot and celery 
sticks, I stopped looking on my 
house as a home; I began view
ing it as my butch. But it was 
the Zen Macrobiotic Diet that 
finally defeated me. As far as I 
could discern, this diet was 
based on the consumption of 
one major food - a lightly 
tossed compost heap. And it 
was served without dressing. I 
couldn't face it. 

Then I tried the F-Plan Diet. 
This diet is big on fibre. You eat 
so much fibre on this diet, by 
the third day you begin to feel 
like a beaver. That's when I 
gave up. I believe, however, 
that after a week on this' diet 
your bowels start producing 
chipboan\. 

Next I tried counting calor
ies. Unfortunately, I ran into 
one enormous problem with 
this type of diet. I could eat 
faster than I could count. 

That's when I tried the 
Pritikin Diet. This diet was a 
low, low fat diet. I find low fat 
food to be dry. Very dry. And 
takeaway food was, of course, 
out of the question. So I had to 
sit at home and eat plate loads 
of steamed chaff. If Nathan 
Pritikin had walked in the door 
while I was on his diet, I think I 
would have lunged at him with 
a sharpened carrot. 

The Scarsdale Diet was sen• 
sible in its own way. But it was 
very bland. Very, very bland. 
After several tasteless days on 
this diet, you feel as if you've 
undergone some form of warm 
death. 

My interest in dieting 
petered out about the time The 
Hip and Thigh Diet hit the 
scene. This was too much. How 
can you put just your hips and 
thighs on a diet? What are you 
meant to do, feed them Diet 
Coke through a straw in your 
navel? 

But still, I want to be in 
shape for summer. So I'm on my 
sort of diet. It's tough. It's de
manding. But I've stuck with it. · 
I've given up eating between 
snacks. And, ab, I feel better 
already. 

•



HISTORY IN OUR STREETS 

100 years on It's horsepower, not horses: The same scene in early 1993. 

THERE is the Gully Line, 
Nineways, 'I:he Junction and the 
Terminus (corner of Maitland Rd 
and Hanbury St, Mayfield), all 
places with established names 
that have outlived their origins. 

There is also the Bank Corner, 
the corner without a bank. 

It got its name in the 1880s 
when the original bank was built at 
the corner of Hannell and Hunter 
streets. 

It was a building which shared 
domination and limelight of the 
area for many years with the 
nearby Marcus Clark store. 

The land on which the bank was 
built was part of a 8.09ha (20 acre) 
Crown land grant, of July, 1840, 
purchased at auction for £240 by 
Richard Furlong. It was later ac
quired by Thomas Black, of Mel
bourne, who, in 1848 sold it to 
Henry Dangar for £ 0. Dangar 
was the surveyor who laid out th 
city of Newcastle in the 1820s. 
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Title moved around the Dangar 
family. Henry passed it on to his 
wife, Grace, who then, in 1868, 
settled in on her son, Albert 
Augustus. 

Albert subdivided the Sha and 
sold the corner block in 1878 to Wil
liam Densley, of Lambton, for 
£1000. 

The only buildings in the area at 
-that time were what passed for 
houses, mostly slab humpies, built 
among low scrub land. 

In 1885 the Australian Joint 
Stock Bank purchased the corner 
site for £2150, erected a bank and 
gave the name to the corner. The 
AJSB later became the Australian 
Bank of Commerce, which in turn 
was absorbed by the Bank of NSW 
(Westpac). 

The bank building erected in 
1885 was designed by Mr Sulman, a 
Sydney architect. It was of a Ro
manesque design and cost about 
£4000 to build. 

In 1939 the old bank was demo!-

ished to make way for the present 
building. 

Designed by Newcastle architect 
Gordon Lee and built by Hamilton 
contractor Mr J. Parry, the new 
bank cost an estimated £20,000. 

The facade was called 'a simple 
modernised version of classical tra
dition, attractively set off with face 
bricks, and relieved with pilasters, 
plaques, copings and dressings of 
architectural terra cotta . . . ' 

Timber used in the building was IQueensland maple and silky oak. 
The main entrance, built of pol

ished red granite, was set back from 
the corner to improve visibility for 
traffic (then much less than it is 
today). It was built for a bank staff 
of 23 people. 

The first and second floors had 
13 offices and a caretaker's resi- • 
dence 

A few years ago, after the bank 
vacated the premises, there was a 
mo_ve to turn it into an art gallery 

Bank Corner In the 1890s\ It was a busy place even then with steam trams and horse and carts 
going about their business. 

J
IM Latham, of Mayfield, wants
to know more about the Lady 

Collectors of the Citizens' Commit• 
tee, pictured at Lambton on 
November 10, 1918. His late aunt, 
a Mrs Peacock (picture below, sec
ond row, seated on the right) wasp. 
member of the collectors, and 
although this photograph has beep 
in his family for many years, he 
knows little about the ladies' activ
ities. They are pictured with Pri
vate Stirn Curtis, who lost both 
legs during the war, and the horse 
and sulky they bought him with 
funds raised. 

e �dy Collectors of the Citizens' Committee. 



Welcomed: Sailors are met by representatives from the Missions to Seamen 'at Stockton in about 1892. 

Cathedral forerunner: Built by James Wallis in 1817, Chris Church was the first church built in

NSW 'in view of the Pacific Ocean' and only the third stone an brick church in the colony. 

-�--------�-�=----�-



HISTORY IN OUR STREETS B Norm Barne 

IT stood on the comer of Bur
wood and Hunter streets, a gem 
ot a building which if still stand
ing today wo_uld attract �ational 
and international attention. 

It was built in 1886 for the 
Northumberland Permanent 
Building, Investment, Land and 
Loan Society from a design by 
Newcastle architects Bennett and 
Yeomans, and built by Mr W. 
Case, on a wedge-shaped block of 
land. 

When completed it was called 
'an imposing pile' on a 'commodi
ous and commanding block' 
which 'attracts the attention of 
even the most careless passer-by'. 

When opened it stood on the 
corner of Burwood and Blane 
streets -- Blane was the early 
name for Hunter St, west of 
Crown St. It was looked on as 
'one of the chief architectural or
naments in the city' and 'a noble 
monument of architectural skill'. 

Messrs Bennett and Yeomans 
must have been impressed with 
their own work, for they moved 
their office into the building. 

The society had two offices on 
the ground floor and the one open 
to its customers had a large coun
ter of American design and made 
of polished cedar. The building 
also had three shops and a num
ber of dwellings on the upper 
floors. It had a fenced-in fountain 
on the narrow corner of the block 
where the two streets met. 

In early January, 1887, when 
the society held a banquet in its 
new building there was an air of 
confidence in the future, not only 
of the society, but of Newcastle as 
well. The new offices were on the 
'main line of traffic and near to a 
populous centre'. Newcastle 
would soon see major progress 
with the introduction of a steam 
tram service. And th� society was 
doing its bit to assist in the devel
opment of Newcastle and the sur
rounding townships. 

The Northumberland society 
was formed in 1876 with an in
vestment of £5000. A little over a 
year after opening its Blane St 
premises it could boast fixed de
posits of £144,767. In 1888 it 
showed a profit of more than 
£10,000, part of which came from 
a 'successful venture' in a land 
deal at Mayfield. 

The society also boasted that 
it turned what was known as The 
Sandhills, at Newcastle East, into 
an accepted part of the city, 
through purchasing land there 
and building on it. Islington had 
also been 'brou�ht into promi
nence' by the society's land devel
opments. 

. , While the society could be 
· proud of its head office building,
there inevitably came a time
when the 'imposing pile' began to
look out of date.

It happened in the late 1930s
and in 1938 the demolishers
moved in and the building which
had adorned part of Hunter (and
Blane) streets for more than 50
years was torn down in a few
weeks.

The building which took its
place was also on the site for just
over 50 years. It too had shops at
ground level and accommodation
on the upper floors. Many Novo
castrians will remember it as
D'Argeavel and Johnston's cor
ner. Today it is part of land
cleared to make way for a' prom
ised development by Newcastle
City Council.

t 

As It was: The Northumberland Permanent Building, 
Investment, Land and Loan Society at the corner of Blane 
(Hunter) and Burwood streets about the time it opened in 1886. 

As It Is: The site today. The fence has recently been replaced. 

-

City precinct: The refurbished government buildings in Hunter Street, merit

award winners. 



Travel could be a nightmare 

A touch of class: One of the better horse-drawn omnibuses/coaches seen here at Speers Point in November 1905. It brought these 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 1995 
picnickers out for the day from Carrington. _ 

___ = 

Film lege:d.d Ginger Roiers reunitedr 
LOS ANGELES, Wednesday. .. • >.I!'. 

..,)IJ.,. 
\ Ginger Rogers, whose glittering ,: �, �.:. · ·� ,:, string of Depression-era musicals 

with Fred Astaire helped Americans 
forget the emptiness of their wallets 
and the grumbling in their stomachs, 
died yesterday. She was 83. 

Miss Rogers, who won an Oscar for 
the 1940 drama Kitty Foyle, died at her 
home in Rancho Mirage near Palm 
Springs. 

From vaudeville to television, her 
career spanned 65 years. 

'She was a genuine, 14-carat gold 
legend,' actress and dancer Ann Miller, 
who at age 14 starred with Miss Rogers 
in the 1937 classic Stage Door, said 
yesterday. 

'She was the one who stuck up for 
me,' Miller said from her home in 
Sedona, Arizona. 'She got me a speak
ing part. She's a very special lady and 
she was a very dear friend. I'm heart
broken.' 

The former US President, Mr n
ald Reagan, and his wife, Nancy were 
Miss Rogers's friends for nearly, five 
decades. 

'We are deeply saddened by the 
death of Ginger Rogers today,' the cou
ple said in a written statement. 'She 
was a dear friend for almost 50 years 
who delighted millions with her incred-

Legend: Ginger Rogers 'did everything Fred Astaire did and did it with high heels On ·and did it b�ckwards'. From left: in 1964,

ible ability to dance and perform.' and Weekend at the Waldorf and Top Hat, White Tie and Tails.
Actor Bob Hope said: 'She was one of But it was her celluloid partnership 'Her male counterpart got the lion's 

the truly great ladies of the silver with Astaire that made her a legend. share of publicity, but Ginger Rogers 
screen, she had few equals.' Their most notable pairing was in did everything Fred Astaire did and 

Miss Rogers became one of Holly- Top Hat, a 1935 musical. The dance did it with high heels on and did it 
wood's highest-paid female stars in the numbers, omplete with feathers and backwards,' Reagan said in 1986. 
1940s, appearing in hits such as The arcing kicks that sent Miss Rogers's Astaire died in 1987. 
Major and the Minor,·Lady in the Dark hem skyward, included Cheek to Cheek Actor Mickey Rooney said: 'I am cer-



• 

Ill the horse�drawn omnibus 

T 
HEY were craniped·
and uncomfortable 
and passengers were 
often at·- the mercy of 
-the drivers. 

Horse-drawn omnibuses, one of 
Newcastle's earliest forms of public 
transport, were also dangerous.
During more than 50 years there 
were many accidents, including 
deaths, and drivers were often fined 
for speeding. 

But for many people they were 
the only means of transport. 

The horse-drawn buses came in
different models. Some · were so
dirty and dilapidated that they 
should not have been allowed on
the roads; others preferred to call
themselves coaches so that they 
could charge higher fares and hope 
for a licence to travel longer 
distances. 

They were welcomed in the
early days, for in March, 1869, an 
omnibus called 'Minnie' plied be
tween Newcastle, The Junction and
Honeysuckle Point at a cost of six
pence a pa·ssenger. The fare was 
said to be almost-as cheap as those 
in Sydney. 

The p:r;oprietor, Mr R. Hughes, 
went to considerable expense to buy 
the bus and suitable horses, and 
early Novocastrians were urged to 
use the service. 

If a passenger suffered from
motion sickness a journey in a
horse-drawn bus eould become a 
nightm.are. They were _sprung in_
such a way as to give an up and 
down motion (the Cobb and Co 
mail coaches used a system of 
leather. straps - and more horses 
- which produced a rocking·
motion). Add to this the state of 
the roads in the Newcastle area and
it is easy to understand why people
took to the buses only when it was
absolutely necessary. 

A horse-drawn bus leaving New
castle for Hlfmilton, or any other 
local destination in the 1880s and 
early 1890s, did not always reach its
destination. Within the city area it 
operated under a Newcastle council
by-law but once 11cross the bound-

. ary - say the Bank Corner � the 
driver could please himself if he 
continued to· his destination,
stopped and loitered, or turned 
back. 

An.:.._attem£!; in 1883 to frame a

TIMES PAST 

NORM BARNEY 

common code of rules and regu
lations 'for omnibus traffic' met
with limited success. Newcastle
council invited neighbouring 
municipalities - at one time there
were 11 councils where today there 
is only one - to a meeting to dis
cuss the issue,. at the same time
informing the other councils and
owners of all vehicles, not just the 
buses, that a by-law would take ef
fect from April 1, 1883, which
would make it compulsory for all
public vehicles to be regularly in
spected. 

The aim was to send the 'ram
shackle buses, decaying cabs, and
fossilised horses . .. to the lumber
and knackers' yard'. 

When the day arrived it took
three aldermen and a council
inspector six hours to examine the 
vehicles. They lined them up in
King St and at the end of the day 
approved 29 drays, six cabs, and 15
omnibuses. Some vehicles failed to
pass the inspection and were
ordered to be repaired. 

In later years the vehicles would
line up in Watt St for their regular
inspection. 

In 1875, Thomas Tudor, of the
Agricultural Hotel, Hamilton, 
introduced four horse-drawn buses 
between Hmilton and Newcastle
'running constantly', which meant
every half-hour. 

Mr Tudor also advertised that
his buses would also go 'anywhere 
else in the district' and went out of
his way to woo residents of Lamb
ton, New Lambton and Waratah to 
use his buses. He also Jet his poten- .
tial passengers know that he would 
get them to the church - any 
church - on tim� for Sunday ser
vices. 

Mr Tt!dor's timetable must have 

Horse power: Horse-drawn bus No 15 ran between Newcastle
Lambton-Wallsend and Plattsburg in the late 1880s. 

gone awry because in 1879 he made
much of the introduction of his
'One O'clock Bus' leaving New
castle at that time each day for
Hamilton and returning at two
o'clock sharp. This allowed 'city 
men' to go home for lunch and be
back at their businesses within the
'prescribed time allowed for the
refreshment of the inner man'. 

By 1886, timetables for the
buses were better organised. Horse
drawn buses left the Newcastle
stand (near the Great Northern
Hotel) for Wallsend every 20 min
utes, daily from 8.30am to 9pm and
on Saturdays to 11pm. Six services
operated on Sundays. 

During weekdays buses also ran
every 30 minutes to Tighes Hill;
every hour to Bullock Island (Car
rington); every 15 minutes to The
Junction and Glebe; and every five 
minutes to Wickham, Hamilton and 
Adamstown. 

There was also a regular service
between Wallsend and Minmi. By
the turn of the century there was
also a service three times a week 
leaving Newcastle for Belmont; it
ran every Monday, Wednesday and
Saturday at noon. 

Despite the improved time
tables, the Newcastle Inspector of
Public Vehicles always had a
reminder for passengers: 'We are re
quested to impress upon the public 
that once outside the city bound
a1ies it is entirelv nntionaLwith the 

drivers of the omnibuses whether
they proceed to the place named on 
their vehicles or not.' 

In 1888, a bus driver was sum- 1
moned to appear in court by the In
spector of Nuisances. His crime was 
overloading his bus and he was 
fined 10/-. 

The inspector was rebuked by
The Newcastle Morning Herald and 
reminded that overcrowding was a 
'daily and hourly occurrence'. 

'On pay Saturdays almost every
vehicle is packed to suffocating and
if a passenger makes a complaint to
the driver, he is answered, as a rule,
with anything but choice language,' 
it reported. 

In 1900, at Plattsburg, the local
police were accused of singling out
'sundry omnibus drivers and pro
prietors who dare carry more than 
the prescribed number of passen
gers'. The police, said a local resi
dent, were using an old Stage Coach 
Act that called for fines up to £5 for
the driver and £5 for every passen
ger over the registered number. 1

There was also the question of 
the treatment of the horses that 
pulled the buses. 

As early as 1874 there were com
plaints about the shameful way
that some bus horses were treated, 
including being 'set adrift in a pad
dock without any food', being 'cut
and chafed' and working long 
hours, particularly at weekends.
Some hotses were kept in harness 
until 3am O'l_ Sundays. 

with Astaire for final dance 

1978, 1982 and 1991 . 
tain that somewhere in heaven Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers are doing
Just the Way You Look Tonight.' 

The two first danced during Broad
ay rehearsals -for Girl Crazy, a 1930
ershwin musical. 
The producers weren't happy with a

ance routine featuring Embraceable

You. Astaire, then starring on Broad
way with his sister Adele, was watch
ing one day. 

'Here, Ginger, try it with me,' he
said. And so began their first dance. 

Girl Crazy established Miss Rogers's
stardom, as well as her relationship
with Astaire, which despite its on
screen incarnation, never included
real-life romance. 

'We had fun, and it shows,' she wrote 
in her 1991 autobiography, Ginger: My
Story. 'True, we were never bosom bud
dies off the screen; we were different
people with different interests. We
were a couple only on film.' 

They were paired in 10 films. The
first was Flying Down to Rio in 1933. It
was Astaire's second film and Miss
Rogers's 21st. 

Their 1930s musicals, all but one
made for RKO, were: The Gay Divorcee,
Roberta, Top Hat, Follow the Fleet, 
Swing Time, Shall We Dance?, Carefree 
and The Story of Vernon and Irene Cas
tle. 

By 1939 the Astaire-Rogers vogue
had run its course. Their careers sepa
rated. 

Ten years later, they made one last 
film together, The Barkleys of Broad
way for MGM. Again, their partnership
was unplanned. Astaire replaced Gene

Kelly, who had broken his leg. Miss
Rogers replaced Judy Garland, who
became ill. 

'She made such a great contribution
to movie dance that we should never
forget it,' Kelly said yesterday in a 
statement issued by his wife, Patricia. 

Miss Rogers performed a musical
show into her late 1970s, until fading
health forced her to use a wheelchair.
Still, she toured four years ago to pro
mote her autobiography and accepted a
Kennedy Center Honor in December
1992. 

From the beginning, her career was
managed by her mother, Lela Rogers.
Mrs Rogers pushed her daughter
through vaudeville, Broadway and bat
tles with studio bosses, some of whom 
thought she would languish without
Astaire. 

But she defied them with her dra
matic rendering of Kitty Foyle, the
working girl of Christopher Morley's
novel, which earned her an Academy
Award. 

Her last screen role was as Jean
Harlow's mother in the 1965 television
production of Harlow. 

Miss Rogers married and divorced
five times. She had no children. AP 

,. 

Hope 
fades for 
ABC 
stal\Vart 
ABC radio and television pre

senter Andrew Olle was not
expected to live much longer,colleague Mike Carlton saia 
late yesterday. 

'He has a very, very serious can-·
cerous tumour of the brain, 
which the doctors say is inoper
able despite the best they've
done,' Mr Carlton said. 

'He has had the very best of medi
cal care and we feel that there
is now nothing more that can be
done for him and the rest is a
matter of time.' 

Mr Carlton was speaking at a
doorstop media conference at
Sydney's Royal North Shore
Hospital where Mr Olle under
went ne�rosurgery on Friday
after collapsing at his home. 

He said his long-time friend was
under heavy sedation on a life
support system and was \unaware of what was happen
ing around him. 

Mr Carlton said he would not
speculate on how long Mr Olle
had to live. 

He paid tribute to Mr Olle, saying
he was the finest, most honest
journalist with whom he had
worked. 

'The family doesn't have much to
say, except that Andrew is not
expected to· live for very much
longer,' Mr Carlton said. 

'Upstairs at the moment there are
lots of old media friends from
way back, family friends, his
children are up there as well
and there is a lot of support. 

'The family is plainly devastated
but they are bearing up as well
as can be expected.' 

A Sun-Herald report yesterday,
quoting a colleague, said Mr
Olle had been forgetful on air
recently, unable to remember 
names of interviewees and los- \ing his train of thought. 

Mr Carlton said he was not quali
fied to say whether there had
been signs of illness in the
weeks before Mr Olle's collapse. 

Channel Nine Sunday current
affairs program presenter Jim
Waley paid tribute to Mr Olle's
journalistic professionalism. 

Mr Olle worked with the Sunday
program from its inception in
}981 until 1985. MP 
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IT'S been an important part of 
Newcastle for 70 years and it is a 
building we tend to take for 
granted. 

The ambulance station at 
Hamilton w as officially opened 70 
years ago today. 

It was built on land owned by 
the Australian Agricultural Com
pany which sold it to the New
castle Ambulance Transport 
Brigade for '740, about half its 
market value. The land was equal 
to three normal housing blocks in 
the area. 

The Newcastle ambulance ser
vice began in August, 1921, with 
its first headquarters near the 
corner of Maitland Rd and Tudor 
St, in premises made available by 
a Newcastle businessman, Mr 
Hartley Spurr. The first two am
bulance cars, a Dodge and a Re
nault, came from Newcastle Hos
pital and the Department of 
Health. The service began with a 
superintendent, Mr James Dolan, 
two drivers and the two cars. 

Early patients were taken to 
Newcastle, the Mater, Wallsend 
and Iluka (Woodlands) hospitals. 
The first ambulances were ex
pensive, costing 2/- a mile to run. 
By early 1923 the service had 
purchased three ambulances 
which ran for seven pence a mile. 

It was a necessary saving for it 
WJiS a free service. Money was 
raised through voluntary contri
butions by workers in industry 
and commerce, by sports days, 

Norm·Barne 

Stlll atandlng: The Denison St ambulance station is thought to 
be the oldest continually operating station in the State, and is 
brigade headquarters for the Northern Division of NSW. 

Mr F.G. Castleden. The builder 
was Mr J. Jamieson. 

In early 1923 the estimated 
cost for the building was £6500. 
Mr Castleden's plans called for a 
two-storied brick building with a 
frontage of about 27m. The 
ground floor was to have space for 
18 cars. It would also have a main 
office, casualty room, store room, 
kitchen, and recreation room. 

raise £5000 throu�h 100,000 shil
ling hares. The mtere t on the 
shares would 'consist of the full 
benefits for the holder and wife 
and children in case of ickness or 
accident'. 

When the building was of
ficially opened by the then prem
ier, Sir George Fuller, on Satur
day, December 8, 1923, the New
castle service extended north to 
Karuah and Anna Bay, south to 
Catherine Hill Bay and west to 
Minmi, West Wallsend and Hex
ham. 

The building was the head
quarters for the Newcastle dis
trict until 1963 when its role was 
extended to become the main of
fice for the Hunter. Today it is 
the headquarters for the North
ern Division of NSW, extending 

1 concerts, socials and various other 
1 functions. Funds also came from 
annual grants made by local 
councils and by the NSW Ambu

' lance Transport Service Board. 
As the number of patients car

ried by the service continued to 
increase it became apparent that 
a new building would be necess
ary. The HamiltQn site, on the 
corner of Denison St and Park
way Avenue, was chosen and 
I plans were drawn up by architect, 

The second floor would consist 
of a lecture room, bedrooms for 
nine ambulancemen, then called 
bearers, and bathrooms. The up
per floor also had a residence for 
the ambulance superintendent. 
At the rear of the ground floor 
the plans called for a repair shop, 
carpenter's shop, fumigating 
house and an oil store. There was 
also space allocated for washing 
the ambulances. 

When it came to the construc
tion stage Jamieson's tender of 
£9918 was the lowest received. 

to the Queensland. border. About Festival: Superb concerts next week at Christ Church Cathedral.·70 ambulance stat10ns are under 

To raise funds to build the am
bulance station the brigade com
mittee issued share certificates in 
the Newcastle Free Ambulance. 
The shares were for a shilling 
each and the committee set out to 

its control. 
Ambulance historian Mr John 

MacFarlane, of Adamstown 
Heights, believes that the Hamil
ton station is the oldest continu
aJly operated ambulance station 
in NSW. 

■arlr dara: The Hamilton ambulance station as it was in 1924. About a year later the service was
free of debt and had a fleet of 1 O ambulances and a staff of 13.

------�---�-��--..-----------�-
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Gene Kelly's sublime 
tnornent in the rain 
made a movie legend· 

LOS ANGELES, Sunday. -
Hollywood is mourning the 
death of film great Gene Kelly, 
who put blue collar into the 
black tie genre of song and 
dance movies. 

The cinema giant died 
peacefully at hls home on Fri
day morning, aged 83. 

Long-time friend Bob Hope, 
referring to the 1952 classic 
film Singin' in the Rain, said: 
'Hey, who else do you know 
who parlayed an umbrella and 
wet loafers into the greatest 
movie moment of all time.' 

Singin' in the Rain con
tained one of Hollywood's 
most enduring images, as 
Kelly, who co-directed the 
movie with Stanley Done, sang 
and danced with an umbrella 
as his partner in a downpour. 

He died in his sleep at his 

home in Beverly Hills, with 
third wife Patricia by his bed
side. 

His publicist, Mr Warren 
Cowan, said the star suc• 

Gene Kelly 

c umbed to 
complications 
from two pre
vious strokes. 

C o m i n g
from working
class roots in 
P i t t sb u r g h, 
Kelly, initially 
a d a n c e  
i n s t r u c t o r ,  
went on to , 

stage work on Broadway in 
the late 1930s before becoming 
one of Hollywood's biggest 
stars in the 1940s and '50s in, 
such musicals as On the Town,
Singin' in the Rain and An'
American in Paris. Reut ... 



HISTORY IN OUR STREETS 

IT was a long time coming. 
In 1883 Newcastle decided to 

�uild a town hall. othing came of 
1t. 

Eight years later, in 1891, 
another attempt was made. A 
competition was held, cash prizes 
were awarded and a design was ac
cepted. Nothing came of it. 

Then in 1909-1911 plans were 
drawn up to build a town hall for 
£30,000 in Hunter St between 
Thorn and Morgan streets, taking 
in the old Borough Market. 
Nothing came of it. 

In 1919 the council suggested 
that it exchange its council 
chambers and offices in Watt St for 
the police station in Hunter St next 
to the post office. Nothing came of 
it. 

In January, 1920, a referendum 
was held among ratepayers. The 
question 'Are ratepayers in favour 
of the council borrowing £30,000 to 
provide a town hall and offices?' 
won with 407 votes in favour, 175 
against. 

It was decided to build the town 
hall somewhere east of Burwood St. 
Feeling in the community about the 
issue ran high and so another vote 
was taken among ratepayers. Those 
in favour of placing the town hall in 
the east end of Newcastle won by 
26 votes, 238-212. 

The block bounded by Hunter, 
King, Darby and Burwood streets 
was then chosen but resumption 
costs were too high. In February, 
1925, Ald M. Light proposed that a 
town hall be built on the present 
site (a site that previously was 
rejected). 

In June that year the council de
cided to go ahead with not only the 
town hall but a large theatre and 
shops. The combined cost for the 
project was an estimated £281,000. 

The town hall was to be three 
storeys with a clock tower about 
44m from the ground. A large pub
lic hall capable of seating 1200 
people would be included in the 
building, along with a spacious sup
per room and other meeting rooms. 

The ;foundation stone for the 
town hall was laid on April 20, 
192S, by the then NSW Governor, 
Sir Dudley de Chair. 

In May 1929, with both the 
town hall ·and theatre well under 
way a meeting of the council de
cided to name a new street along
side the two buildings after the 
then Mayor, Aid H.L. Wheeler. 

The theatre was named Civic 
and an exhibtion room the Winter
garden. 

There also was debate on 
whether to adopt the English cus
tom of 'town hall' or the American 
one of 'city hall'. English custom 
won. 

In July, 1929, it was suggested 

Then: Newcastle Town Hall festooned with lights in December, 1929. The hands of the clock had 
still to be attached. 

Now: The building almost 65 years later. 

that the co t of the clock on the 
town hall b� borne by surviving ex
mayors an their relatives and de
scendants of mayors who had 

passed away. There were 72 names 
on the mayoral list, dating from 
1859. 

Theatre on Thursday, December 
13, 1929, and two days later Sir 
Dudley de Chair returned to de
clare open the Town Hall. Ald Wheeler opened the Civic 

BEFORE the Christma8 tree was 
introduced in the mid-19th century, 
houses were cteoorated 
with kissing boughs. 

These large globes of holly and ivy 
were suspended from the c:eiling 
with a sprig of mistletoe 
at the bottom. 

Mistletoe, despite its romantie connota
tions, as a word originates from the 
less-than-romantic 'mistil' and 'tan', 
which translates as 'dung' and 'twig'. 

It WBli named thus 8.S the parasitic plant 
g,.w on branches from seeds belieVed 

to be spread by bird droppings. 
The kissing tradition probably dates 

from the use of mistletoe by Druls 
in pairing-off ceremonies. 

Turkeys, the birds which least enjoy 
Christmas, did not originate 
in Asia Minor but in Africa. 

They got their name after they 
were exported to Europe via Turkey. 

The •cranbeny' also derives 
from the bird world. 

T he fruit was known as 'crane beny' 
because cranes gathered 
on the marshes where it grew. 



Rising water: The office of th� City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company in the flood of February 
1908. 

i11sroaY IN OUII STIIIITS 

LATt on Saturday night, 
February 22, 1908, the rains 
came to Newcastle, And came. 
And came. 

In a little over 40 hours, more 
than 12 inches (304mm) of rain 
fell on the city and the 
surrounding townships. Much of 
what is today the Newcastle 
City Council area, from Minmi 
to Cook's Hill, was flooded. 

The Water Police skiff was 
ordered off the harbour to assist 
in rescue work in the western 
part of the city and in what is 
today part of Hamilton South. 

The rains came not only to 
Newcastle but also to the Lower 
Hunter. A huge area surround
ing Maitland was flooded, as 
were parts of the Coalfields. 

Near Darby St the water 
rushed through the rear of shops 
and flowed into Hunter St. The 
lower parts of Cook's Hill 
flooded, with one resident losing 
two valuable pianos. 

Broadmeadow turned into a 
lake and Gregson Park, Hamil
ton, was submerged under sev
eral feet of water. 

At Waratah, residents want
ing to get to the railway station 
had to wade knee-deep through 
water. At Merewether, Glebe 

and The Junction, the trams 
were halted as water and debris 
covered the ines, and part of a 
dam at the Newcastle Coal Com, 
pany's A pit gave_ way Water 

coming down Morgan and Wil
ton streets was diverted to the 
clay pit of a local brickworks. 

A large area of land between 
New Lambton and Adamstown 
was submerged and roads, 
mostly unsealed, in all the town
ships incurred heavy damage 
from the deluge. At Adamstown 
both ends of Victoria St were 
flooded. The road to Belmont 
was cut and on Monday, 
February 24, the mail was un
able to get throu&h to Belmont, . 
Swansea and Catherine Hill 
Bay. 

At Wallsend, most of Nelson 
St (then part of Plattsburg) 
flooded and residents of nearby 
Council St faced more than a 
metre of water flowing through 
their properties. Cockle Creek 
overflowed and water entered 
parts of Boolaroo and Teralba. 

East and West Maitland es
caped major flooding although 
the lowlands surrounding the 
towns were inun(lated within a 
radius of between 16km and 
24km. 

Railway lines to some coal 
mines were cut by the flood, and 
water entered some of the pits. 

In Hunter St West, at Steel 
St, Cottage Creek broke its 
banks flooding the area known 
as the Gasworks Flats and the 
Melville St (Union St) s",amp. 
Chinese market gardens ,wer.e 
inundated and l!roi>s lost. Sev
eral people were rescued y the 

By Norm Barney 

water police skiff as the water 
began to rise. 

Water surrounded the office I 
of the City of Newcastle Gas and 1 
Coke Co. Ltd. 

The office was built in 1887 at 
a time when, as stated at a com
pany half-yearly meeting, 'busi
ness ... has assumed such mag
nitude as to demand more exten
sive accommodation'. A site had 
been secured by mid-1887 and a 
tender accepted. The building 
was to be completed within si. 
months. 

At the same time, a new iron 
tank and gas holder was ordered 
and was expected to arrive in 
the port on a sailing ship. 

Six months later the gas com
pany's directors were meeting in 
its new 'handsome and 
commodious' office and the Jas 
holder and iron tank were bemg 
erected. 

On the morning of the first 
meeting in the new office, one of 
the men erecting the new 
gasometer was killed when he 
felf from scaffolding. He left a 
widow and five children in 'cot
land who had planned to join 
him in Newcastle. 

Today the former gas com
pany office is still to be seen in 
King St. It is one of those solid 
buildings we tend to take for 
granted; we know it's there but 
we don't pay too much attention 
to it. It is worth more than a, 
glance. 



A PIECE of faytield's past has
made way for a modern housing de
velopment with a colonial touch. 

The old premises of Evans's Bak
ery, in Nile St, perhaps better known
as Mayfield Bakery, has been replaced
by a small housing development, Co-
lonial Grove. 

Four houses, each of a different de
sign, now occupy the site, which until a
few weeks ago was home to the old
bakery. 

Last August the doors of the
bakery's old ovens were opened by Mr
Bavin Evans, son of William Sidney
Evans, who established the bakery and
who was a long-time president of the
Northumberland Master Bakers' As
sociation. It was the first time the
ovens bad seen daylight in 36 years. 

William Evans began a bakery
business in 1917. Before that he was a
fireman and an engine driver at the
Bulli colliery and later worked at Port-

lar.d Cement and at the old Cardiff col
liery. 

At its peak the Nile St bakery sup-
ported seven families, including those
of four carters. Bread would be de
livered by horse-drawn carts as far
away as Carrington. 

Bavin Evans remembers that dough
for 400 loaves was prepared daily at
8pm. It was left for eight hours and
was ready when the bakers began work
at 4am. 

Timber used in one of the ovens was
bush oak from Cooranbong. The old
ovens were built locally and one of the
doors opened in August carried the
name of the builder, Butler and Com
pany, Oven Builders, Sydney and
Newcastle. 

Use of the ovens was not confined
to bread baking. The Evans family's
weekly roast was cooked in one of the
ovens and every few months the Sal
vation Army would be invited to pre-

B 

pare and cook pasties· and pies. Wil
liam Evans also used his ovens to pre
pare Christmas hams for customers 
. During World War II bread deli�
ery was restricted to certain zones and 
bread from the Mayfield Bakery could 
only be delivered within a designated 
area. 

Bavin Evans remembers the area 
near Nile St and towards Waratah as 
part of a ti-tree swamp. 'We bad to 
walk through the swamp to deliver 
bread,' he recalls. l 

The Mayfield Bakery ceased pro
duction in 1957 and the bakehouse be
came a store room. It was badly
damaged in the 1989 earthquake. 

Today the four colonial-style
houses built where the old bakery 

)stood are almost completed. 
The oven doors have been saved 

and donated to a Hunter Valley
museum. 

one of the Mayfield bakery's old ovens just before it was demolished.

e ovens and loaded on the horse-drawn carts lined up outside. 



STERDAY 

Newcastle:---;. Top of 37 degrees at 
ewcastle with hot NW winds. 

Inland:. Top of 40 degrees at Scone 
with hot dry winds, constantly chang, 
ing direction. 
OUTLOOK. 

Newcastle: Today, top of 38 degrees
expected with gusty W/NW winds. 
weel(81ld forecast 19-30 degrees with 
milder SW/S winds. 
Inland: Today, top of 38 expected with
dry. hOt and gusty winds. Weekend
forecast 18-�_. (1egrees with milder 
SW/SE �s. chance of a late sho 
er. 

A total fire ban has been declared 
for all of NSW. 

No fires to be lit in any open areas. 
Gas and electric barbecues to be 

operated only within residential areas, 
as the main concern is naked flames: 

Campers and holiday makers should 
not light open fires and barbecues. 

Power tools that emitted s 
flames should not be used. ' 
• Residents of fire-ravaged• areas 
shou� avoid 1ex� consurni*->O ' of,
water.

--�
✓- D 
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Issues to 

be raised 

in council 
Cr Craig Baumann says 

he will move notices of
) motion at the next council 

meeting designed to 

strengthen lhe hand of 
brigades in fighting fires 
and to recognise the efforts. 

He wants the council ro 
hold urgent meetings with 
brigade captains 10 deter-
mine several issues. 

) , He wants: .1 • Recognition for the 
efforts of all volunteers who 
fought the fires. 

• A list of· damaged 
equipment for immediate 
repair or replacement and 
also a list· of equipment 
needed. 

• Discussion on the
shortfalls in funding and the 
SCTVice provided. by. the 
co�il and also ways of 
iricreasirut' fundiniz. 



,r
' a 

'We�couldn't do 
anythitlg to· sf6p "it' 

By STAFF REPORTERS shortly after 7pm when fires threatened the· 
area. 

George Booth Drive and Stockrington Rd 
were closed from Seahampton. 

■ The fire-ravaged Valid complex at Salt Ash this week

. M:ICHELLE Riksman had time to grab a 
few photographs and a bag of clothes before 
she ran to safety to watch her house and 
everything she owned burn to the ground. 

As the flames destroyed her house, firemen 
simply had no option but to let it bum in an at-

At 9pm last night bush fire brigades and 
NSW fire brigades were standing by in antici
pation of spotting fires breaking out ahead of 
the full front of the fire as it travelled towards 
Seahampton and properties on O'Donnelltown 
Rd west ofWest Wallsend. 

8am: State of emergency 
is declared. 
10.30am: 5000 campers 

evacsuated from the Myall Lakes. 
11am: Helicopter waterbombs fires. 
2-4pm: Fires bum out of control at 
Medowie and Salt Ash. Nelson Bay, 
Richardson and Medowie roads 
closed. Traffic turned away at 
Williamtown roundabout. Several 
people suffer smoke inhalation. 
House catches alight at Medowie and 
two 9thers damaged at Salt Ash. 
3.30pm: Fern Bay fires reach 
Stockton Beach. 
4.30pm: Residents told to stay home. 
8.30pm: Victorian firefightem arrive at 
RAAF base. 

Where the 

bushfires hit 

tempt to save the main house on the Salt Ash 
property. 

The scene was chaotic at both Salt Ash and 
neighbouring Medowie yesterday as firemen 
tried to find houses dotted in the bush as flames 
and smoke billowed about them. 

The bush was left to burn in an effort to 
save homes. 

At times firefighters were forced to lie on the 
ground as they waited for the thick smoke and 
flames to pass. 

At Seahampton last night, anxious residents 
lined the streets ready for evacuation as fires 
lapped the valley between Mount Sugarloaf and 
the town. 

Cars packed with clothes were parked out
t side more than a dozen houses ready for a quick 
r escape. 

And residents were preparing for an uneasy 
night outside their houses waiting to see which 

i 
way the fire would turn, 

Newcastle station officer Mark Kennewell 
said that the· fire had caused some damage to 
transmitting towers at Mt Sugarloaf at about 
7pm as it travelled over the mountain in a lkm
wide stretch. 

NSW Bush Fire brigade crews fighting the 
tires at Mt S11garloaf were left stranded when 
their communications were cut due to damage 
to the transmitting towers. 

'The fire is intense and in the top of the 
trees,' Mr Kennewell said. 

'It is leapfrogging forward and we're just 
trying to anticipate it.' ' 

Sen Sgt Bob Conney of Wallsend said four 
houses on Stockrington Rd had been evacuated 

® ��WER 
10am: Fire reflares 
behind Kurri Hospital. 
11am: Fires encircle 

Woodrising residential estate. Flames 
reach fences and one roof ignites. 
Noon: George Booth Drive and Pelaw 
Main Rd closed. 
4pm: Fire bums up Cessnock side of 
Mt SugartoaT. O'Oonnelltown and 
Seahampton residents await evacua
tion. Firefighters pulled back from 
Lake side of Mt Sugarloaf. Spot fires 
begin at Edgeworth. Firefighters race 
to save Richmond Main Mining 
Museum after a wind change. Two 
carriages and 500 sleepers lost. 
6-7pm: Mt Sugarloaf residents evacu
ated and transmitters bum out. 

At Salt Ash yesterday, Ellen and Richard 
Hall, and their daughter Michelle Riksman 
watched ho�elessly as the wall of flame en
gulfed one house on their Salt Ash property and 
caught hold of another. 

'I managed to get a few photos and bag of 
clothes but everything else went,' Michelle said. 

'We were watering the gutters and the police 
came and told us to get out, and then the fire 
just took hold,' she said. , 

The main house on the property was saved 
when firemen blasted the burning eaves. 

'All I could think of were my tapestries and 
embroideries, but luckily they were in the main 
house,' Mrs Hall said. 

'It was just so frightening and we could do 
nothing to stop it.' 

Firemen battled the blaze, which threatened 
about 40 houses, from the ground while the 
Newcastle Rescue Heli�opter dropped water 
from above. 

Throughout Salt Ash and Medowie numer
ous homes caught on fire only to be saved with 
the arrival of firefighters. 

Many residents were away on holidays and 
it was only the goodwill of neighbours that 
saved their homes. 

Trevor Harwood, a firefighter with the Hun
ter Water Board, injured his leg at Salt Ash 
when he was overcome by smoke. 

'I just blacked out and fell off the back of 
the truck,' Mr Harwood said. 

s 
9am: Major trouble spots still Kindarin and Howes 

. Valley. Fire jumps control
lines and bums through Yengo 
National Park. Prospects of it joining 
Gosford and Gunderman fires. Putty �:.a
Rd remains dosed. · 
Noon: Dural Valley fire breaks out on 
eastern flank and threatens private 
property from Wombo to Bulga as well 
as Mt Thorley industrial estate. 
3pm: Residents west of Bucketty 
evacuated as front continues to 
spread, linking with Howes Valley fire. 
5pm: Occupants of about 30 houses 
at Milbrodale, near Singleton, prepare 
to evacuate. 
5.30pm: Fires bum out of control. 



IT is one of the best-known buildings in Hunter St and itserved for years as the Newcastle police station.
:T�day it looks like a �inglebml_d1ng:. in fact it is -8: _smglestorey building with add1t10ns. 
In September, 1891, the Colonial Architect stated that he waspreparing plans for improvementof the police station and lock-up inHunter St and for the police barracks in Watt St.
'The alterations will consist mainly of a second storey being placed on the present buildings and when J:Pmpleted they willhave a m,d"ch better appearance 

than...tbey have at present,' hesaid. 
The architect had a precedent because the adjoining bulding, the old telegraph office, also began life as a single-storey building. The 

HISTORY IN OUR STRIITS 

addition of a second storey was session of the building in 
completed in 1877, February, 1893. They found a 

The contract for the additions ground floor with an inspector's 
and improvements to the police office, an office for non-com
station was w

_ 
on by Mr J.R. mission_ed 2Qicers, � �itti�g roolll 

Rodger.s w�th. a,:<tender-priee -of -for-"lfflhc"emen awa1tmg mstruc
£1748 and a completion date of six tions, a reception room and a bed-
months. room for four people. 

Whil� the additions were made The upper floor had a large 
the police were � use the old room to be used as a sitting room 
courthouse (the site of the pres- and mess and more bedrooms. The 
ent-day post office). building had sleepi�g accomm�-

By November, 1892, Mr d�tion for 16 men, �1th th� poss1-
Rodgers had almost completed the b11ity of another e1g_ht usmg the
work and it was said 'the place mess room as sleeping qu_arters.
will be to all intents and purposes The mess room had ventilators,
a new structure'. fanlights and a large gas chand-

Tw b t . elier. All of the upper rooms had 
o days . _e ore Chnstmas, 'spl d'd ntilation' and 'or-

1892, the add1t1ons were rapidly en I ve 
k , 

approaching completion and the namental gas brae ets • 
building presented a 'handsome The iron bars on the gr?und
appearance'. By that time two floor windows that featured m the 
men were busy cutting out a coat single-storey building were re
of arms ab?ve the doorway. moved, casting son:ie �oubt on the 

The police finally took pos- security of the bmldmg. 

It was stated that while the re
moval of the bars did away with 

the prison-like aspect of the �uild
ing, it also would 'greatly facilitate 
th�ntrance of any mob that 

might chose to rush the building 
for res

1

c�e purposes'. 
Jucgmg from a normal week of 

crime in the city area at that time 
it is doubtful whether the building 
would have been rushed by a mob. 

In the second week of August, 
1892, 63 people were arrested in 
the city and placed in the lock-up. 

Of these 20 were charged with 

being drunk, nine drunk and dis
orderly, seven for using bad lang
uage, five for assault, two for 
being of unsound mind, four for 
travelling without paying fares, 
four for infringement of the Indus
trial Schools Act, one for feloni
ously causing death, one for frau
dulent appropriation and one for 

trying to pick pockets . 

.dB, 

New Charlestow 
From The · Newcastle Her

ald:, August 2, 1980: 
A $500 000 fully_ .air-

conditioned 'office and ·�retail 
centre in Ridley St, Charlestown, 
is expected to be completed before 
December this year. . 

The project, which was de
signed by R.T. Lang Pty Ltd of 
Broadmeadow, was~staited a 
month ago and is being developed 
by Gilmore Homes Pty Ltd. Bel 
Air estate agent Mr Ron Tapp is 
the sole managing agent for the 
development 

The ground floor of the build
ing will provide space for retail 
outlets and professional rooms 
such as legal offices. The first. 
floor, which extends over an elec-

MEMORY 
LANE 

tricity sub-station, will feature 
office space. 

· � 

Mr Tapp said this' week that 
there was a strong demand for 
prestige office space in the 
Charlestown area. This new devel
opment would help to satisfy that 
demand. 

Then: The single-storey police station in 1891, just before work began on the addition of a
second storey. Now: The building a

,
s it is just over 100 years later. 

-
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BUSHFIRES , which have swept 
through a quarter ofNSW ove�the past 
week hit Sydney and surrimndmg areas 
yesterday' with devastating effect. 

It was a tragedy that authorities had 
heen praying would not happen, even 
though they had expected yesterday to be 
the worst in the most catastrophic bushfire 
9_i�a$ters in NSW for 50 years. . · · 'Residents described houses exploding
before their eyes, while panicked motorists, 
gtranded in traffic jams, watched flames 

· leap over the lines of vehicles in front of
them. 

' Dazed firefighters, who already had ·been working around the clock for fivedays, were lx.•ing tended to in ever-increasing numbers bv overworked ambulance of-ficers. · 
More than 7000 firefighters from NSW, queensland, Victoria, the ACT, Northern Territory and South Australia, as well as \he Army, Navy and Air Force, were tak

ing part in the losing battle. 
As early as Thursday, the Bushfire Servjces Department said it could no longer expert to extinguish the fires; all it couldhope for was to save property and lives. But yesterday, the outlook was even more pessimistic. 
T�e Minister for Police and EmergencyServ1ce11, Mr Griffiths, told journalists at Bushfire Services headquarters in Sy_dne

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8,,-t994 

Griffiths: thousands 

0 houses could liurn 
that the State was approaching an unpre
cedented catastrophe. 

'We've probably got several thousa�d 
houses at risk and I can say to you that m 
the next 72 hours if we only lose two or 
three thousand houses we'll be doing very 
well.' he said. 

'We've given up fighting fires, we're 
now saving lives, we are now saving prop
erty. 

'We've got the Central Coast under 
major threat. Bush fires are breaking out in 
the Blue Mountains. You've got the Cess
nock fires heading rapidly towards the 
Central Coast.' 

Last night the fires were encroaching on 
Sydney from the north, north-west and 
south and the Central Coast and Blue 
MoJ:!ptajns were-also high risl{. areas. 

Scores of houses were destroyed or 
badly damaged in the leafy north shore 
Sydney suburbs of Marsfield Turramurra, 
Pymble, Killara, Terry mils Lindfield, 
Wahroonga, Roseville, Chats�ood and on 
the Central Coas�, er�pting in flames and 
being razed w1th1n minutes. 

Police said 30 homes were alight at 
Lindfield, a lower north shore suburb and 
that several people were trapped in a burn
ing house at Killara. 

The nearby University of Technology 
of Sydney's Ku-ring-gai campus was being 
evacuated. The Macquarie shopping centre 
in Sydney's north-west was under threat. 

pressway, the major road north of Sydney, 
forcing its closure. 

The Central Coast railway line from 
Sydney was cut as was the Pacific High
way, the main r�ad to Queensland, further 
isolating Central Coast residents. In Warringah shire, on Sydney's _north
ern beaches, police said fires were alight at 
Cottage Point and moving towards 
Cromer. 

South of Sydney bushfires were devas
tating the Royal National Park - Aus
tralia's oldest - and threatening suburbs 
surrounding it. 

Police said a fire at Bangor was moving 
towards Menai on Sydney's so1Jthern out-

Bushfire services said 30 homes were skirts and another fire had started along 
lost at South Turramurr11,•' as well as the WoronQra River. 
another six at Menai, in SydneJ'� ;;outh. On the nearby Central Coast and Blue 

1 Flames Je�pt the fli&lane Newcastle e.!:..____Mountains t.!!e bushfires also had taken 

hold, stretching already exhausted firefigh
ters to the limit. , 

Extra firefighters were last night sPnt 
to the Blue Mountains to help battle a 
blaze that is out of control near Mt Wilson, 
on the Bells Line of Road side, in the 
mountains. 

The bushfire brigade had expectt•d the 
Blue Mountains to be their greatest worry. 

'It's far too dangerous for direct fire
fighting,' NSW Bushfire Service spoke11-
man, Mr Alan Napier, said. 

'We're now concentrating on tryin� to 
save property and lives.' 

Late yesterday afternoon a 11pokcsman 
for the Central Coast Hushfi;e Servicl' said 
the fires had reac�ed Gosford, centred on 
the suburb of Kar1ong, destroying homes 
and forcing mass evacuations. 

'What we had feared would happt1n ha 
happened,' a. Central Const bushfirl' 
spokesman said. 

'The large fire� which were burning yefl• 
terday seem to die but reignited with sig
nificant property damage in Kariong.' 

The situation at Grafton on the north 
coast is reported to have eased. 

Miraculously the human toll has been 
low - three people, including two volun
teer firefighters, have died, but scores more 
have been injured or suffered smoke inha-
lation. -
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When the ci y

I
T was an invasion of Newcastle 
and it lasted for years. 

The invading force was sand 
and it took years to repel it. 

In the 1840s and again in the 
l 70 , sand 'captured' two areas of

Newcat-tle· in the early days of t�e settl
ment it tx-gan its slow march mto the 
eastern end of the city and kept coming 
for years. By the 1840s �ewcastle ea�t 
was under seige by sand; m the _1870s 1t 
began its onslaught on what 1s t?day 
Cook's Hill, Bar Beach and the Junction. 

Newcastle East was known for years 
as The Sandhills. It was an accepted ad
dress for people who lived in the area. 
And the sandhills changed shape and size 
in the weather and the seasons. 

At one time, assistant harbour 
masters living on what is now Fort 
Scratchley were paid an annual allow
ance because they, and their families, had 
to cross the sandhills to get to the town. 

It was inevitable that sand would 
drift into the city. In 1849, a visitor 
noticed a huge pile of sand in what is now 
Hunter St, outside the present-day post 
office. Bullock teams used this sandhill to 
turn around, probably making it New
castle's first roundabout. 

The building of homes and ware
houses in the area helped to settle the 
sand but residents of the area had to use 
wooden planks to cross the sand to get to 
their homes or to work. And the planks 
often became buried under the sand. In 
1876, Newcastle council was asked to 
provide new planks or improve the road 
before a serious pccident occurred. 

Accidents, i?cluding a fatal on!!, did 

TIMES PAST 

NORM BARNEY 

occur in what became an ongoing saga -
the Darby St, or Lake Rd, Sand Drift. 

Lake Rd was the early name for 
Darby St and it was at one time the road 
to Lake Macquarie. It was also the only 
road from the city to the Junction, Bur
wood, The Pottery, and Glebe. It con
tinued over the Glebe Hill, to Macquarie 
St, Merewether, along part of a road then 
known as Union St, and which later be
came part of the highway, and on to 
Charlestown. 

Most of the land in the area belonged 
to the Australian Agricultural Company 
and the Merewether Estate. 

The sand came from the beaches and 
from the area around what is now 
Shepherd's Hill. 

The geologist and mining engineer 
Edgeworth David once described this 
area of Newcastle as it would have been 
in ancient times. He menf ns how the 
s bsidenc of the coas�l ea admitted 
t e ocean nd adds: 'Tj-ie ot on which 

ewca tle now tand wa an island, the 
sea cutting it off from the high cliffi near 
Merewether in a narrow strait which ran 
between Merewether and Shepherd's 
Hill. Sub equent ilting by the rivers and 
creeks led to a low reclamation of the 
land, and the Hunter (River) wa event
ually enabled to push its delta out to its 
present po ition; whilst Shepherd's Hill 
became Joined to Merewether by the al
luvial plains which stretch from Mere
wether Beach inland to Broadmeadow, 
Hamilton and Waratah.' 

This 'alluvial plain' was covered by 
ti-tree, and other 1hrubs and trees. In the 
time-honoured tradition of white settle
ment, this growth was uprooted and the 
sand, which had been held back for cen
turies, began its slow and insistent march 
inland. 

It 'fas too much for Newcastle council 
to handle. They appealed to the State 
Government for assistance and over the 
years, from the 1870s to the beyond the 
turn of the century, thousands of pounds 
of council and Government funds was 
spent on trying to turn back the sand. 

The encroaching sand had both 
economic benefits and disaster for New
castle. Newcastle builders who got their 
bricks from the Merewether brickworks 
had to pay up to four shillings a load ex
tra because the bricks had to be hauled 
over the sand. The sand itself, at least 
that which clogged the road, was sold by 
the council at a small profit in an effort 
to offset the cost of clearing it. 

There was often disputes between the· 
AA Company, the Merewether estate andl 

the council over who was responsible fo( 
the sand drift. L 

Final link: The last section of the Hamilton-Gosford railway link to be completed was the cros�sing 
of the Dora creek bridge, seen here on March 14, 1887. 

Last days: The General Gordon w ich transported passengers from one train to the other. 

- - �- � -
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attlefl ·encroachin§ san 
While progress on dealing with the 

�and drift almost came to a halt, the sand
Just kept coming. It lowed for a while
when fences were built, one on top of the 
other, aiong Darby St, from about 
Macquane St to Tooke St. 

In October 1886, the Government 
passed the ewcastle Sand-drift Recla
mation Act. The idea was to resume and 
reclaim the land, subdivide it and sell it. 
After enough had been sold for the 
Government to recoup its outlay the re-
1!1ainder might be handed over as a pub
lic reserve. Mineral rights below the sur
face would remain the property of the 
AA Coy and the Merewether estate. It 
had taken 15 years to get the Govern
ment to move on the problem. 

A year later the then Minister for 
Mines tried to repeal the act. The Prem
ier, Sir Henry Parkes, came to have a 
look at the sand-drift and the damage it 
had done to the a,rea. The Government 
then provided funds, between £2500 and 

Sa�ds of time: By the 1890s when this photograph was taken, the sandhills of Newcastle East had not been fullycontained. 
£3000, for a Mr zerwonka to plant the 
beach area over 15-month period. By 
late 1889 he ha planted more than 100 
trees, shrubs a grasses, some new to 
Australia. in an ttempt to halt the mov
ing sand. 

By 1878 the sand had reached Parry suggested a wall be built from Shepherd's answer was to build more fences. MrSt and homes were threatened with Hill heading south. His theory was that Moore said that for a 'moderate sum' he burial. To try to stem the quiet and the sand would build up against the wall could fence and plant the area near the stealthy flow of the sand the council de- and then be washed back into the sea. beach to stop the sand drift. cided to build a fence on the eastern side By this time several houses had been The council suggested the Govern-of Darby St-Lake Rd. It was to be the buried beneath the sand. Unless some- ment resume the land, hand it to thefirst of many fences. At one time there thing was done, stated the Newcastle council which would then use the sand to were five fences in the area, one on top of Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate fill and reclaim it, and an area known as the other. 'in the next three bears, Newcastle, like the Melville St swamps. This meantThe first fence contractor admitted Babylon, would be un'ed'. · h h- f l  d fi d resummg more t an 36 a o and owned e eat an the sand kept coming. By 1881 the sand had drifted to by the M Coy and the Merewether es-. In May, l879, Charles Moore, then Laman St, to Corlette St, and to Kemp tate and shifting more than 88,000 cubicdirector of Sydney's Botanic Gardens, St near Melville St (Union St). The metres ofsand.

The planting was successful. The sand 
drift eased and tons of and were taken
from the affected areas to fill in low-lying 
land. 

Today many of the houses and streets 
of Bar Beach and Hamilton South are 
built on the sand that once drifted across 
part of the city, threatening to turn it 
into an Antipodean Babylon. l 

Trains filled)f or line ope 
A 

HEAVY fog covered 
Newcastle early on the 
morning of Monday, 
August 15, 1887, but it 
lifted just in time for 

the 8.30am train to leave New
castle Station, bound for Gosford. 

The train, with 14 fully loaded 
passenger carriages, was making an 
historic trip. It was the first official 

TIMES P' "ST service between Newcastle and Gos- J-\. 
ford. Those officially invited to the 
opening travelled free; other pass- NORM BARNEY 
engers paid five shillings first class 
return, or 2/6d second class return. ran a year over schedule. One of

The 8.30am was one of four those impediments was a huge land
packed trains that left Newcastle slip at Tunnel No 9 - today's Tick
station in a little over an hour that hole Tunnel.morning, all bound for the opening The contract was for a single 
ceremony of the line at Gosforcf. line covering a distance of just unThe journey took two-and-three- der 80km. quarter hours and stopped at six At the beginning of 1887 the stations between Newcastle and Government Railways DepartmentGosford: Honeysuckle Point, had not made up its mind about Hamilton, Teralba, Morisset, what to call all of the stations en 
�yong and Ourimbah. route to Gosford. Broadmeadow 

. Six years earlier, in 1881, after station was at first called the 
much wrangling, the NSW Govern- 'Lambton platform'; Teralba was 
ment had voted £2,755,000 to build 'The Five Islands'; Fassifern was 
a railway line between Homebush 'Lake Macquarie Station; the 
and Waratah; this was then Morisset station was at first to be 
amended to £2million. known as Cooranbon/f and Ourim-

By December of that year the bah, 'Blue Gum Flat . Dora Creek 
plans for the proposed line had been was the station for the village of 
passed through Parliament. Ten- Newport. 
ders for the Hamilton-Gosford sec- At the time of the first service in 
tion (the line between Newcastle August, 1887, there was a 'Broad
and Hamilton was already operat- meadows' station and one passenger 
ing), known simply as Contract No recalled tha.t 'Time was, and not 
4, closed in August, 1883, with a long sipee, when Broadmeadows 
finishing date of three years. The was l)tlt another nam_e �or a clayey 
estimated cost of the section was swp<TIP, al'Jd m the ram impassable 
£350,000. l man or beast'. 

The contractor, Messrs Amos On that firstjourn_ey passeng�rs
Bros, met wi.th what was termed assed through Hamilton Junct1C!n 
'unforeseen impediments' and\ ork where 14.5ha was reserved for rail-

way purposes. This land included 
an area which was once a large 
camping ground for Aborigines. 

Two large iron bridges were 
among the highlights for the pass
engers on that first journey, the 
first over Cockle Creek and the.sec
ond over Dora Creek. Both had 
been built by a Mr Henry, a con
tractor who also had problems with 
unforeseen delays, particularly with
the sinking of the cast iron piers. At
Dora Creek there was also a prob
lem with local timber getters and 
sawmills. The bridge was not high 
enough to allow some timber boats 
to pass under it on their way to the 
entrance to Lake Macquarie. 

, Travellers 
were always 
at the mercy 

of the 
weather. , 

During the period of construc
tion large and small tent com
munities sprang up along the route 
and as soon as a section was fin
ished these canvas townships dis
appeared, as one observer put it, 
'like mist before the rising sun'. 

boxes), native oak, cedar, and three 
kinds of mahogany - swamp, 
forest and white. 

On that August Monday the 
train arrived at Gosford on time 
and those who travelled on it then 
had to wait until 1pm for some 
members of the official party to ar
rive from Sydney. The latter had 
travelled from Peat's Ferry by the 
vessel Charlotte Fenwick, while 
members of the public arrived di
rect from Sydney aboard the SS 
Gosford. The paddle steamer Gen
eral Gordon also arrived from 
Peat's Ferry with a load of passen
gers. 

The bridge across the Hawkes
bury was then almost two years 
away from completion and the sec
tion south of the bridge, with its 
mountai11ous terrain and tunnels, 
was not yet complete. When it fin
ished, the General Gordon was used 
to carry passengers to and fro be
tween the Hawkesbury River and a 
spot near Wondabyne. The opening 
of the 
Hawkesbury River bridge on May 
30, 1889, saw the end of the ferry 
service. For a while after August 15, 
1887, the GeneraJGordon also tran
sported passengers between Gos
ford and Peat's Ferry. 

At this time the quickest way to 
travel between Newcastle and Syd
ney was by steamer but travellers 
were always at the mercy of the 
weather. There was also a time 
when the steamers liked to 'race'
the train between the two cities. 
Once the line was completed and 
the bridge opened, the Railwayl
Department had it all their 
way. . . 

The section of the railway lme

between Gosford and the Hawkes-

bury bridge also gave its contractor 
some problems. His name was Mr 
Blunt and it was claimed that the 
word 'impossible' was not part of 
his vocabulary. In his 22.4km sec
tion was the longest tunnel in the 
southern hemisphere, the Woy Woy 
tunnel, and the line across Brisbane 
Water and round the edge of both 
Brisbane Water and the Hawkes
bury River. 

An estimated seven million 
bricks were used in the building of 
Woy Woy tunnel. Three hundred 
men - mechanics, bricklayers and 
miners - worked day and night 
(except Sundays) on the tunnel. By 
April of 1887 the mountain through 
which the tunnel ran was 'pierced 
from end to end'. 

To secure his bricks Mr Blunt 
leased the Gore Hill brick works in 
Sydney for three years. The bricks 
reached the Hawkesbury by boat. 

An estimated 30,000 casks of ce
ment were used in the tunnel, and 
300 tons of gunpowder and dyna
mite was used for rock blasting. 
Material excavated from the tunnel 
was useful for strengthening the 
embankment along the Hawkes
bury section of the line. 

Shortly after arriving at Gosford 
on that August Monday afternoon, 
the then Minister for Public Works, 
Mr John Sutherland, declared the 
line open and then, with other dig
nitaries, went off to a 2pm banquet 
and a long round of speeches. That 
evening about 150 people attended 
a ball at Gosford Assembly Hall to

ark the opening of the railway 
li e. They danced to music from the 
V unteer Band, a band that wa 
'st 1cient to tempt persons to tread 
th, mazy dance with fair and fas
cm ting partners'. 

In 1887, the view from a train 
once it got beyond Adamstown was 
mostly of heavily timbered bush. It 
was blue gum and ironbark country 
but other species include

l
grand 

beech (at the time chiefly t sed for 
ships' de ), turpentine, cented 
sassifax (ideal for mo -proof 
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Early days: Lambton Mechanics and Miners Institute in 1894. 

Renaissance style: The building as it is today. 

ON the afternoon of Saturday, 
February 3, 1894, about 600
people turned up to watch the 
laying of the foundation stone for 
the new Mechanics and Miners 
Institute, in Elder St, Lambton. 

The ceremony was performed by 
Mr F. Suttor, the Minister for Edu
cation who had arrived at Adam
stown ' by train from Sydney just
before 1pm. 

Mr Suttor used a specially en
graved silver trowel and mallet to 
perform his part of the ceremony. 

Encased in the stone was a copy 
of that day's Newcastle Morning
Herald and Miners' Advocate and 
coins of the time. 

It was not the first such building 
in Lambton. 

The first Mechanics Institute 
opened its doors on December 24, 1868, on land in Howe St donated 
by the Scottish Australian Mining
Co. 
· Additions and improvements 
were made in 1877 and 10 years 
later a billiard room was erected 
which, surprisingly, turned out to
be a failure. 

In 1893 a move was made for a 
new building and in January 1894 
the Government provided the land 
on which the new institute was to 
be built. 

Half the land was vested in 
Lambton ·. Municipal Council and 
half with members of the institute. 

Today it is run by a board of 
trustees. 

THE opening of the present 
Newcastle Post Office on Satur
day, August 8, 1903, seemed to be 
a time for music. 

The Newcastle City Band, un• 
der the baton of Mr W. Barkel, 
had a very busy day. 

The band began at Newcastle 
Railway station, playing 'in
splritin� airs' for the arrival of 
an official party from Sydney, 
continued at a public luncheon 
at the Great Northern Hotel at 
which 'Ladies and Gentlemen 
were expected to attend' at five 
shillings a head, and then the 
band played on at 7pm with 
selections from •the balcony of 
the newly opened building. 

The city band was rested in 
the afternoon when the music 
was provided by the 4th Aus
tralian Infantry Regiment Band. 

In between all the music the 
post office was opened in mid
afternoon by the Postmaster• 
General, Mr Drake, who had ar
rived earlier in Newcastle and 
that morning had inspected the 
port and, for an unexplained 
reason, been taken on a trip 
almost 5km out to sea. 

The new post office was built 
on the site of Newcastle's old 
courthouse, which had been 
closed in the early 1890s and put 
up for sale in July 1894. The 
government was persuaded to 
withdraw the old building from 
sale but it was mid-May 1900 be
fore preparatory work was be-

,... 

When . Mr ' Suttor did the' 
honours on that Saturday aft.er. 
noon the Lambton Mechanics 
Institute had 65 financial members 
on its books, an increase of six in six 
months and credit of £29/8/lld. 

Alm�st 800 books had been iss
ued in the previous six months. 

Members were told a few d:iys 
before the stone-laying ceremony 
that several books needed renewing, 
because of 'lost leaves'. 

Mr Suttor announced after the 
ceremony that tenders had been 
called for the erection of a technical 
college in Newcastle. 

He urged members of the Lamb
ton institute to 'avail themselves of 
valuable books being circulateti 
throughout the colony by the Free 
Library authorities of Sydney'. 

Newcastle architect Mr P: Ben
nett designed the new building and 
Messrs Saunders Bros, of New
castle, was the the builder. 

The design was for two floors 
with a library and two games rooms 
on the ground floor and a large, 
'airy' reading room on the upper 
floor. 

The estimated cost was £1150, 
which proved too expensive, so it 
was decided to erect the front 
portion of the building at a cost of 
£573 'and trust to posterity to have 
the large hall erected'. 

The new building opened to 
members and intending members 
on Thursday May 31, 1894, with a 
vocal and instrumental concert. 

gun on the post office. 
The foundations took longer 

than planned due to the con
ditions of the soil and, with the 
new federal government taking 
charge of the postal services, the 
plans for the building were 
slightly altered. 

The domes and part of the 
colonnades we see today were 
not part of the original plan and 
there was a move before the 
completion of the building to 
have a clock tower added to the 
structure, but this might have 
been a victim of cost-cutting in 
the changeover from State to 
federal jurisdiction. 

The general design was in the 
Italian renaissance style, with 
'Doric and Ionic orders intro
duced into the ground and first 
floors respectively'. 

Asphalt, supposedly impervi
ous to water, was used in the 
basement of the building and in 
other areas above street level. 

Bricks were supplied by 
Messrs Highes and Bowtell of 
Merewether. 

Pyrmont stone was also used 
and this was shipped to New
castle and kept in an enclosure 
on the wharf near Merewether 
St. 

Being a period of horse trans
port, the post office had its own 
stables, adjacent to the police 
lock-up. The main entrance to 
the post office was from Bolton 
St. 

�-
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A century on: The Elder St building as it is today. 

On hand for the occasion were 
the Lambton and Waratah brass 
bands. 

Today the building is the reg
ular meeting place for the New
castle Family History Society, 
which has its library in the build
ing, the MG Car Club (Hunter Re
gion) and Lambton ALP branch. 

In the early part of this century 
part of the original Mechanics 
Institute building was. transported 
to the site and tacked on the rear of 
the present building. · . 

On· Saturday Lambton will 

celebrate the centenary of the lay
ing of the foundation stone with a 
street fair in Elder St, which will be 
closed to traffic between Grainger 
and Morehead streets from 9am to 
5pm. 

There will be street stalls and 
performances from the Salvation 
Army band, by members of two 
local dance studios, and a Tai Chi 
demonstration. , 

The Family History Boc:iett will 
open its library for inspection in the 
institute building betwet'n 10am 
and 4pm. 

Under construction: Newcastle post office in May 1902. Th 
building is seen here from Bolton St. 

Mr Drake told the crowd 
gathered at the opening that 
Newcastle's first post office 
dated from 1828, nine years be
fore Melbourne got its first post 
office. 

After official presentations 
the public was invited, at two 
shillings each, to inspect the 

building and have afternoon tea. 
Crowds also assembled out

side the buildinr at night and 
stayed to listen to· the city band 
play from the balcony until 
9.30pm, when they ended their 
busy day by playing the national 
anthem. 
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Chequered history: An old drawing of part of the barracks, 
now the hospital superintendent's cottage. 

Hospital hits brick 
wall in mission for 
high public profile 

By SALLY CROXTON 
Civic Reporter 

RARELY seen by the public 
behind its high, convict-built 
walls, the James Fletcher Hospi
tal is a heritage gem yet has failed 
to attract heritage support. 

The hospital's medical superin
tendent, Dr Brian Masters, said 
yesterday that he had applied for 
government heritage funding for a 
$30,000 conservation study of for
mer army barracks in the hospital's 
convict-built precinct. 

He had failed to get even an ack
nowledgement of his application. 

Yet the Newcastle Club, in New
comen St, had managed to secure a 
generous government grant for res
toration work on its Claremont 

Lhuilding, and other private organis
ations had also been granted heri
tage funds. 

Dr Masters said the Hunter 
Area Health Service wanted to be a 
good corporate citizen but took 
what he considered a proper view 
that its money should be spent on 
patient care rather than expensive 
historic building restorations. 

'The Department of Health is 
trying to spend money on patients,' 

Dr Masters said. 'It doesn't ne?lect 
its historical heritage but there s no 
extra money for major works of this 
magnitude when the buildings are 
surplus to our needs.' 

But he believed the value of the 
buildings was such that they were 
worthy of heritage funding to help 
their restoration, which had been 
estimated to cost $2million. 

Dr Masters wants to encourage 
people to take an interest ii:1 the his
toric site, to overcome their fear of 
the hospital as 'a forbidden walled 
city' and come in and enjoy it. 

'It's a very open and lovely oasis 
in the city,' he said. 

Visitors were welcome to tour 
the grounds, buy refreshments at 
Monets, the cafe run by ex-patients 
and staff, and get some aporeci
ation of the historic site, 

'It's good for the patients and 
the general public from the point of 
view of removing the whole stigma 
of mental health,' Dr Masters said. 

Newcastle Grammar School 
already used part of the grounds as 
its sports oval. 

Guided tours would be provided 
during Mental Health Week, which 
begins on October 16. 

The convict-built precinct has a 
chequered history from army bar-

- Picture by ALLAN JOLLY
Fresh facade: Hospital librarian Mrs Rosemary Jurisich in front of the superintendent's cottage in its modern guise. 

racks to a girls' reformatory and 
then to a hospital, initially for de
velopmentally delayed and psychi
atric patients and now exclusively 
for the latter. 

The history of the site has been 
colourfully documented by New
castle historian Dr John Turner. 

He wrote that by 1842 convict 
gangs had built barracks on the site 
to house the British army units 
stationed in Newcastle to control 
the convict labourers. 

Several of these barrack build
ings and the army hospital, which 
has gone through various uses and 

is now a library, are still largely in
tact but need restoration. 

Dr Masters said the barracks 
were at least as significant to New
castle as the Victoria Barracks were 
to Sydney. 

He said the site had some in
teresting features guaranteed to 
fascinate any heritage-minded visi
tor. 

Dr Masters pointed to a convict
built tunnel which was understood 
to lead to the sea. 

Convict balls and chains have 
been found in the tunnel. 

By 1851 the soldiers had 

marched out of Newcastle and the 
Colonial Government had to find a 
new use for the camp. 

First it provided accommo
dation for civil servants. Then from 
1867 to 1871 the buildings were 
used as a girls' reformatory at a 
time when, like now, the NSW 
Government was growing increas
ingly concerned about juvenile 
crime. 

Large numbers of offenders un
der 16, many of them from Sydney 
and some prostitutes, were sent to 
the reformatory to serve their sen
tences. 

'Venereal diseases were common 
and the abandoned behaviour of 
the girls shocked the staid New
castle community to its core,' Dr 
Turner wrote. 

A riot occurred at the barracks 
in 1871 when the girls barricaded 
doors, broke up bedsteads with bed 
irons and smashed all the windows. 

The barracks were first 
suggested as an asylum in 1866, an 
idea which drew so much oppo
sition that the proposal was 
dropped. 

But when the asylum was 
opened the community rallied to its 
support. 
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pectacular face lift for silent sea star 
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Make over: Newcastle Ocean Baths manager Peter Walmsley believes work on the landmark will carry it into the next century. 

By MIKE SCANLON 
Staff Reporter 

LIKE a giant Hollywood film 
set, the recently restored facade 
of the old Newcastle Ocean 
Baths rises majestically above 
the azure seas. 

And for a job that started out 
as simple earthquake repairs, 
the results are nothing short of 
spectacular - and timely. 

The 1922 facade, now painted 
in six stimulating colours to re
flect a maritime-heritage theme, 
is being repaired and repainted 
at a cost of $181,000, half of 
which is covered by an earth-

/ quake insurance payout and the 
other 50% by Newcastle City 
Council. 

Also brightening the beach
front at nearby Nobbys and rap
idly nearing completion is a 
stylish $54,000 art deco lunch 
pavilion. Here, from past demo
lition jobs, including No 1 Sports 

I Ground, Newcastle council has 
cleverly recycled sturdy, 
seasoned ironbark beams, the 
modern equivalent of which 
would be virtually unproc�ra�le 

Recycling: The art deco-style lunch pavilion at Nobby's Beach. 
- Pictures by CHARLIE STEELL

stantially increase the life of the 
building. 

'Remember, it's of the same 
era as the Bar Beach pavilion, 
which is today gone.' 

Contract painter Mr Bruce 
Welch said that he and his mate, 
Mr Arnie Hansen, had spent the 
first 3¼ days with pressure hoses 
on walls cleaning off salt and 
flaky old paint. 

Since then they have used up 
to 200 litres of paint in three 
weeks, refurbishing the facade 
and carefully picking out 
masonry detail. The team has a 
fortnight's work to go. 

'A hell of a lot of people stop 
and comment how good it looks 
and it really hits the eye from 
the road above,' Mr Welch ad-

and would warp anrway in the 
harsh salt-spray environment. 

The council's principal archi• 
tect, Mr Steve Busteed, said last 
week that when the earthquake 
work was due to begin on the 
baths it had given the council 
the Jmpetus to tackle seriously 
the concrete cancer problem in 
th rusted steel beams. 

ded. 
to introcluce an innovative The manager of the ocean 
colour scheme ranging from red baths, Mr Peter Walmsley, 
and dark green to aquamarine, hinks that the new work, which
yellow and cream, to freshen up includes sensor lighfs to deter
the 72-year-old structure. ,vandals, will succes fully carry 

'Th baths were looking tatty, the baths well into tlie next cen•
but n w there's been lots o tury. 

h feedback about how good the B�t he already m,ows t e 
look • he said. verdict from the p-ipbc: 'They 

A.a well, there �asjhe chance 
' love it and never stop comment-

'Th s work will now also s • ing on it.' 

century were not easily embar
rassed; their language would have
shame<i a drilf sergeant. 
Gallantry aside In this case,
Edward was really &avlng the 
countess from being bumed as a 
wi tch. Garters were then the 
witches' badge. 
Many women were said to be 
Involved In the occult for the sex 
and halluclnogenic herba, and 
Salisbury was no exception. By 
donning the garter himself, 
Edwara waa saying: 'Anyone 
fancy calling rne a witch too?'
'Dishonour• then meant death, IO 
ft was really� 

w=T1DOtw.D 
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As It was: The City Arcade and Western Markets a few weeks after it opened in December, 1891. 

GENERATIONS have danced 
in it; in its earliest days some 
skated in it and then, later, 
people shopped in it. 

For more than 60 years the 
Palais Royale, or the Empire Palais 
Royale as it was known when it 
opened on March 27, 1929, has been 
one of Newcastle's most popular 
and long-running dance and enter
tainment venues. It has served as a 
dance hall, nightclub and billard 
hall. 

Many Novocastrians will re
member dancing to the music of the 
bands of Billy Bates, Gordon Favell 
and Jack Speering. 

A similarly shaped building on 
the site first opened in the late 
1880s as the Elite Skating Rink. 
Skating was all the rage at the time 
but, as with most fashions, the rage 
passed. The skating rink may also 
have suffered from being at the 
wrong end of the town. When it was 
built it was almost in no-man's
land. Hunter St West, then Blane 
St, was not fully developed and the 
rink was a neighbourto the Cottage 
Creek cemetery, the main burial 
ground for Roman Catholics and 
Presbyterians. 

The rink's owners, Messrs A. 
Shedden and Sons, decided in 1891 
to close the rink and turn the build
ing into the West End Arcade and 
Markets. The Shedden's believed 
the position was ideal for the mar
kets to serve residents of the West 
End, Carrington, Wickham, Hamil
ton and other townships. 

:J: 

The front of the building was 
largely rebuilt with a wide en
trance, a verandah, two shops and 
show windows. Sixteen large stalls, 
all with glass fronts were erected in
side the building, with space in the 
middle for fruit or flower stalls. The 
rear of the building was converted 
to an auction mart for the sale of 
meat and fish. 

The owners also promised a rail
way siding !it the building's rear to 
enable farmers and merchants to 
deliver their produce direct. Cus
tom was guaranteed, or so the ow
ners believed, because the Honey
suckle Railway Station was only 
metres away from the arcade and 
markets. They expected a 'continu
ous stream of people' to visit the 
building on market nights. A tele
phone service, then in its infancy in 
Newcastle, was also promised. The 
alterations from skating rink to ar
cade/markets cost about £1000. 
The work was completed in time to 
open the building on Christmas 
Eve, 1891. 

The Empire Palais Royale was 
not Newcastle's first Palais Royale. 
The Palais Royal Majestic was at 
Newcastle Showground. A building 
of wood and iron, it occupied the 
old Industrial Pavilion. On the 
night of Saturday October 20, 1928, 
the Palais Royal Majestic, lavishly 
decorated with fancy papers, 
caught fire shortly after the last of 
the dancers had left. Band members 

saved all their instruments except a 
baby grand piano valued at £300. 
The fire attracted a crowd which in 
turn hampered the firefight�rs. One 
spectator got so upset with a fire
man that he attacked and injured 
him and was subsequently arrested 
for unlawful assault. 

The Empire Palais Royale was 
very much a local project. Fourteen 
of the 16 companies involved in its 
construction, from stage curtains to Itiling to sanitary fittings, were 
local. Only the steel arch construc
tion and the scenic work was done 
by Sydney companies. 

The Empire Palais Royale was, 
according to its owners, 'designed to 
fill a long-felt want of Newcastle's 
citizens, for a place of clean, 
healthy and enjoyable entertain
ment in surroundin�s wholesome 
and above reproach . The decor
ation was said to be of the 'Louis 
Period of France'. 

Admission to the Grand Ball- " 
room during the opening and on 
Saturdays and holidays, was 4/4d 
for gents and 3/3d for ladies. Week 
nights it was 2/5d for gents and 2/-
for ladies. 

The Empire Palais Royale, in 
keeping with its French decor, also 
'had 'Le Petite Salon'., a place for 
wedding receptions, parties and 
afternoon teas. And providing eve
ning dress was worn the salon could 
also be used by other patrons. 

Today: The same site more than a century now used as a billard hall. 

WOOLSTORE 

APARTMENTS 

Darby St, Cooks Hill. 49 two
bedroom and three-bedroom 
apartments, 15 completed, 
sold for an average of 
$168,000 to a top price of 
$340,000. 

DAVID COHEN BOND 

STORE APARTMENTS 

Stevenson Place, Newcastle. 
Eight apartments from 
$280,000 to $500,000. 

IRENE HALL 

Planned redevelopment, 
Pacific St, Newcastle. 81 
apartments, priced from 
$125,000 to $500,000. 

KINGSTOrt APARTMENTS 

Cnr Shortland Esplanade and 
Zaara St. Newcastle. 40 two
bedroom and three-bedroom 
apartments, all sold off plan 
trom $300,000 to $1million. 

COWRIE TERRACE 

Shortland Esplanade, New
castle. Four three-bedroom 
apartments sold at around 
$370,000 each. 

SEABREEZE APARTMENTS 

Zaara St, Newcastle. Four 
apartments, three sold off 
plan for $220,000 to 
$275,000

,. 

Otlwr planned detetpmr.nl� inrludt>· The ''J,!etro, 011 /Jw rume1 qf llilfl and_ Srott
streets, Neu·caslle, 111ith 117 llm-l>edroom and thr'l'e-herlroo111 11•art11wnt.� (suluecl to 
modification), w,l(inp from $/lf.'iJ to S'ii(}(),O(}{}, u•1th 1111 ' res1'rl'1'd off plan so 
Jar: Regency Park, Queen �'t, NP! rattle, .'iO hou:<;es. townh uses and 11por/111ents.
First stage under way. Selhngfo1 $�.SO,()(}{} to J16.5,000, 



Olden days: Simpso" Cottage in tl:le 1930s with members of the Orb Sunday School. 
IT is one of the area's oldest houses and more than any other it has witnessed the changing face of industcial Newcastle. Simpson Cottage can be found on busy Industrial Drive, a road not dreamed of when the house was built in 1852 by brick• layer William McNuJty on land owned by Mr Charles Simpson. It had sandstone walls, castiron veranda supports and French windows. Between 1848 and 1854, Charles Simpson, a one-time Collector of Customs, owned tracts of land in the area and built his home in Ingall St, a property that included a vin_eyard. The McNulty family lived in the cottage until 1907. When it was built it would have been one of the few houses in the area. Mayfield did not exist and the McNultys' address would have been given as Waratah North. McNulty turned his talents to 

1 churches, building the original Church of England at Mayfiled and a church at Cassilis. Mter his death McNulty's d11ughter took over the cottage for a few years before selling it to John Lysaght (Aust) Pty Ltd, at the time when the company was building its Newcastle plant. The hous,e became part of an estate built by the company to house workers arriving from England and Wales. The estate became known as · 'Pommytown' -- houses in Usk, 

Vine, Avon and part of Bull streets were among those built by the company for its workforce and their families - and today members of the original families still live in the area. The first migrant family to move into Simp11on Corrage arrived in 1921 and stayed for a few years. One of the family, Mrs Rose Oaten, of Charlestown, remembers it as being a 'pleasant house'. 

MEMORY 
LANE 

Froio The Newcastle Morn
ing Herald, March 22, 1927: OCEAN Park Estate will be offered .tomorrow afternoon by Lang, Wood and Co, at Merewether Beach. The nearness to the surf, the handiness to the tram stops and terminus; the gJorious panoramic views and the well-formed tarsprayed roads make an unusual opportuaity for those desiring a permanent place of residence. The terms advertised are ex.ceptionally liberal. 

� 
MANY facets of modern funerals trace .their - origin to dltts u per s t i-. tions that 

ally staved awake and alert:..• ,.... -_To confuse the would-be Invader, mourners dressed in black and' even blacked their faces so the ghost would not be able to tell one person ftom another. In Africa, where much the same beliefs persisted, mourners would whiten their faces with chalk or fire ash. were ht to protect the mourners from the ghost of the 
deceased. Widespread indeed was the belief that, given the slightest opportunity, the spirit of tfie C9fl)Se would invade and hijjack the body of another member of the family. The only w� to prevent this was constant vigilance - hence the wake, when everyone quite· liter-·. � 

When the coffin was placed In the grave, a heavy stone was droPPed on top as an additional pr:ecaution and yet another placed on the filled-in grave, this last stone gradually becoming the tombstone we'know ��-
·. · · . 0 GRAEME DONALD 

By 1931 the cottage was empty and beginning to fall apart. Lysaght's allowed it to be used as a Sunda school. It was known�s the Orb Sunday School (Orb eing the namegiven to a well- own brand of sheet iron manu actured by Lysaght's) and services were held in the cottage for 18 years. A youth club, or Hobby House, as it was known, also used the building. The cottage has also been used as a physical fitness training centre for apprentices and as a meeting hall fo local organisations. Lysaght's hande the cottage to the National Trust in 1974 and the trust used it as a base for its Newcastle activities, including art exhibitions. The connection with Lysaght's coq.tinued after 1974, when a former company employee, Mr Jack Pitt, who live / nearby and who came to Australia from Wales in 1926, became the cottage's caretaker. (Mr Pitt has since died.) The National Trust sold the cottage in 1985. Now Simpson Cottage has has a new life, as a gallery specialising in native art from Arnhem Land and the Western Desert. The Outback Art Gallery features original native p intings, hand-painted boomerangs, did,eridoos and other items reflee ing, indigenous Australia. 
I •• 



Outback In the big smoke: The cottage as it is today. 
HISTORY IN OUR STRIITS Norm Barne 

IT was part of Newcastle Har
bour for 58 years and when the 
time came for it to be demolished 
in 1960 most of the people who 
used Wharf Rd were glad to see 
the end of it, if only for the im
provement to the road. 

The Perkins St Boat Harbour 
was opened in 1902 as the home for 
the boats of the watermen and pro
vidors. In a way, it was a sop to1 Newcastle council and the residents 
of the area because it was built as a 
replacement for the long-serving 
Market St Boat Harbour. 

The Market St harbour served 
the city for about 40 years and was 
built on land formerly resumed by 
the NSW Railway Commissioners. 
It was the busy market centre for 
farmers arriving from the estuary 
•islands, such as Ash, Moscheto and
Dempsey, as well as from Hexham
and further up the Hunter River,
with boatloads of fresh produce,
milk and cream. It was also close to
the wharf where the Newcastle
Sydney steamers moored.

In 1877 the Department of
Lands vested the boat harbour in
Newcastle council and when, in the
1890s, the railway commissioners
decided they wanted it moved to al
low for the widening of the railway
line and the extension and widening
or· Scott St, those opposed to the
project urged the council to fight
any closure, using ownership as the
weapon.

It came to a head in 1897 when
the commissioners stated that
eveything was 'subservient' to the
railway's needs.

Meetings calling on the council
to fight any closure were held over
several weeks. But the com
missioners had support from an un
expected source. While some

· businessmen fought for its reten-
tion, the people who used the Mar
ket St harbour -. the boatmen,
carters, vanmen, and drivers, plus
232 residents-all signed petitions
approving its removal. The proviso
was for a new boat harbour to be
built not too far away.

In July, 1897, the commissioners
wrote to Newcastle council stating
' ... if at any time in the future it is
found necessary for railway pur
poses to take possession of the sites,
to which it is now proposed to re
move the said harbour and markets,
the commissioners will provide
other sites, and remove the harbour
and markets thereto, free of cost to
the council'.

In March, 1898, the argument of
who held the rights to the Market
St harbour seemed settled when it
became clear that the land was in
fact vested in the railway com
missioners by the Railways Act of

Then: The Perkins St Boat Harbour early this century. The 
building at top left is still standing at the corner of Brown and 
Hunter streets. The woman rower looks quite at home with the 
oars. 

Today: The same site photographed from Wharf Rd. 

1888, which gave them statutory 
title over land which they had pre-
viously resumed. 

On March 7 the council decided 
to accept the offer of the com
missioners. Again there was anger 
from some in the business commun
ity and the council was accused of 
giving away land worth between 
£15,000 and £20,000 in return for 'a 
piece of land which may be required 
at any time at short notice'. 

Those against the removal of the 
boat harbour were accused of 
'standing in the way of much
needed progress' and, as the city 
was already extending westwards, 
the closing of the Market St har
bour would '?pen Hunter St and 

would relieve both Hunter and 
Scott streets at their narrowest 
parts'. 

One of the sites suggested by the 
railway commissioners was at the 
bottom of Brown St but many be
lieved that this was too far west, so 
it became instead the Perkins St 
Boat Harbour. 

For a few years it served the 
same function as its predecessor but 
in its later years it was used as safe 
harbour for small boats and laun
ches. The timber bridge crossing it 
along Wharf Rd became a rickety 
structure and when the time came 
to fill in the stone-paved harbour, 
or boat dock as many referred to it 
in later years, it disappeared with
out trace. 

J 



• Lambton Colliery in 1885. This was the scene of a violent demonstration
in 1879 when the proprietors tried to beat the Vend, by which the other

coal-owners controlled coal prices and miners' wages. 

Then: Lambton Park and the council chambers on. the September day in 1890 when electric light 
came to the township. The band rotunda is at right centre. Earl Lambton, the 
HISTORY IN OUR SrR••rs 

IT was the biggest day in 
Lambton's history. People had 
come from far and wide to wit
ness what was called a 'red-let-

1 
ter day for Lambton'. 

Shortly after 6.30pm on Tues• 
day, September 9, 1890, Mrs W.T. 
Dent, the Mayoress of Lambton, 
stood on Grovetown Hill over• 
loooking the township and 
officially switched on the elec• 
tric lights - the first in the 
Nc,wcastle district. 

An hour earler Miss Amy 
Palmer and Miss Thursa Payne, 
daughters of two of the town's 
aldermen, had broken bottles of 
champagne over the two engines 
which would provide the power. 
The engines were named, appro
priat�ly, Amy and Thursa. 

Within a few seconds of Mrs 
Dent throwing the switch the 
township was 'illuminated in a 
brilliant manner by the simul-

. taneous lightin,. of ... 160 street 
lights, in addition to a large 
number of the hotels, stores and 
dwellings'. 

there were no clouds on the hor• 
izon. It was Lambton's day and 
the people made the most of it. 
At 3pm children from Lambton 
and Jesmond schools and the 
C atholic school, led by Lambton 
Brass Band and bearing flags 
and signs, marched to Lambton 
Pal'k. Here the children from 
Lambton school sang God Save 
the Queen, those from the 
Catholic school Advance Aus
tralia Fair and those from Jes
mond school a song about 
spring. 

Then the aldermen and other 
citizens served afternoon tea to 
about 1500 children. 

After the switching-on 
ceremony ended (missed by 
many guests and visitors be
cause the 6.5pm tram from Wall
send derailed between New 
Lambton and Broadmeadow and 
delayed traffic for about two 
hours), the official party retired 
to the Criterion-Skating Rink in 
Morehead St for a banquet. The 
hall was, naturally, 'brilliantly 

In all some 40km of wiring 
had been used for the Lambton 
electric light system and the 
P-ower came from two Fowler's
express engines' imported from ,,.. 
Leeds, England, and trans• 
formers from Boston. 

By Norm Barney 

K
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illuminated by 30 in�andescent 1 1ng lights'. of the collier 
Eighty-one 'gentlemen' sat 

down to the banquet, which 
went till midnight, and the LAMBTON's beginning is very much tied up with the British company,
speeches reflected the event of the Scottish Australian Mining Company. 
that day and of Lambton's fore• 
sight in installing a power plant. In 1861, 1280acres of land were issued as 'King of the colliers' and as a cham-
Ald T. Croudace, manager of the to Messrs. Grainger and Morehead as pion of their grievances. , 
Lambton Colliery, spoke of the mineral land leases on behalf of the Scot- Land was cleared near the pit and 
growth of the area and reminded tish Australian Mining Company. progress was being made erecting huts for 
his listeners that when he came The manager Thomas Croudace, be- the workmen. 
to the district Jn ,1863 there 'Yas gan surveys on the land and after exten- In 1882, land was selected and 1 
'not a house within 10 coo�ys of sive borings, a shaft was sunk. Contrac- measured for the township and when 
where they were that evemng. tors began to clear the thick tea tree completed was named after the mine. 

Lambton council was incor• scrub on the estate and by June 1862 When the mine commenced operation, 
porated in June, 1871, and Croudace had reached the bottom of the many more men were employed and they 

1 
served the township until 1938. coal completing the shaft. lived with their families in the 23 slab 

1When the electric lights . were Samples of the coal taken had been huts which had been built opposite the 
turn�d on it had a population of burned and proved splendid. Croudace is pit. 
just under 3500, believed to have stated 'he had not seen In May 1864, the Newcastle Chronicle

�hile there was great ju�i- any coal burned in the colony to equal it'. carried an advertisement for the sale of 
lation on that September day m The mine was named Lambton after 90 blocks of freehold land at Lambton for 
1890, problems loomed later over the Earl of Durham's property. The first auction. Soon houses and shops were 
the amount of money borrowed Earl John George Lambton owned large erected as people moved in to be near 
to fund the project, It sent the estates and had extensive colliery theirworkplace. 
council into receivership for a interests in Durham and Northumber- The new townsfolk were a mixed lot 
pt;riod and three aldermen were land. Thomas Croudace had associa�wns from the home country - Scots, Irish, 
Jailed for contempt of court. with the Earl, who was regarded highly Welsh and English - who moved in to 

by the working class who referred to him begin Lambton's story. 

It was the same system then 
adopted by the Anthony Hor• 
dern store in Sydney and the 
township of Young. The contract 
for the Lambton project was 
won by a Sydney firm, H.H. 
Kingsbury and Co, for £6250. 
The cost was to haunt the Lamb• 
ton council and many of the 
township's residents for years to 
come. 

But on that September day 

Now: The same scene almost 104 years later. The old council 
chambers is now Lambton branch of Newcastle Region Library. 
The rotunda Is hidden behind the trees. 



y IN OUR srREErS 
FOR years it dominated the 

eastern end of Hunter St and 
e\'en today it is an imposing 
building. Most people know it as 
the T and G Building and prob
ably believe that it wai:l construc
ted as a single building. 

In fact it is an older building 
with additions and alterations. 

The original section of the build
ing dates from 1923 when, on the 
corner of Hunter and Watt streets, 
the shippin� company Mcilwraith,
McEacharn s Line Pty Ltd built 
Scottish House. 

, It was built 
on the site of 
a once well
known and 
long-estab

lished 
butcher's 

shop belong
ing to 

Samuel 
Field, who 

was famous 
for his pork 

sausages 
and corn 

beef. , 
At that time the company had 

been operating in Newcastle for 34 
years. 

In 1923 the company's fleet in
cluded a cargo steamer and two 
passengel' steamers said to be the 
equal of any then operating on the 
Australian coast. 

Scottish House was designed by 
architects Spain and Cosh, and con
structed by Stuart Bros. 

It had five floors and a base-
ment. 

lt was built on the site of a once 
well-known and long-established 
butcher's shop belonging to Samuel 
Field, who was famous for his pork 
sausages and corn beef. 

Had Mcilwraith McEachern's 
built on the site in the early years 
of this century they would not have 
been on a corner. 

Hunter St ended at Watt St and 
Mr Field's shop was just part of the 
eastern side of Watt St. 

Hunter St was extended to Pa
cific and Telford streets a few years 
before World War I. 

Scottish House was built of 
reinforced concrete faced vHth 
freestone and with polished Bo

r
a! 

trachyte as a base. 

Then: The T and G Building in 1954 just before the visit of the Queen to Newcastle.

Australian marble was used in 
the flooring, entrance vestibule and 
stairs. 

The design was English Renaiss
ance in character. 

There were 64 offices or apart
ments on the upper floors. 

In 1936 the Temperance and 
General Assurance Society pur
chased Scottish House and added 
two more storeys as well as making 
other alterations. 

The additions cost £9750. 
In October, 1937, T and G de

cided to floodlight its building and 
when the work was completed, by 
Edmunds, Moir and Company Ltd, 
it was stated that 'it was floodlit to 
a greater extent than any other out
side Sydney'. 

The year of the additions to 
Scottish House was a momentous 
one for buildings in Newcastle. 

The council approved the con
struction of, additions and/or alter
ations to 34 buildings in the city 
area. 

Among them was the Colonial 
Mutual Life (CML) building, built 
at a cost of £50,000; the Sir Edge
worth David Science Hall, at Tig
hes Hill Technical College; the 
beginning of a new Great Northern 
Hotel (estimated cost £48,00(»; new 
Hunt.er St premises for Selri,dges 
(Aust) Ltd (£8200); extensions to 
Dark's Ice Works; extensions to 
BHP's administration offices; and 
new shops for the Australian Agri
cultural Company between Crown 
and Darby streets (£11,000). 

r 

Now: Forty years on, the building is unchanged but there have
been several alterations to Hunter St. 

WITH the 
Bear and 
the Said 
Eagle regu
larly gomg 
at eacll 
other ham

fndiao languages included the 
word 'hao' (how}, so beloved in 
Westem movies, but while this did 
mean 'hello' it wasn't used as a 
greeting. 

mer and tongs. it is ironic that the 
indigenous population of America 
is of Russian descent. 

The ridiculous 'paleface' and 
•white man speak with forked
tongue' are inventions of the self
appointed Indian expert James
Fenimore Cooper. The American Indian is essentially 

of Siberian stock and wander.a 
across to have a look when the 
two great land masses were 
ioinea. 
Perhap$ this is why the US with
held citizenship from its Indians 
until 19481 

The Indian had much more imagi
native names than 'paleface' and
only in the European culture does
the snake syl'!lbolise duplicity and
dishonesty; the Indian venerated 
the snake.

0 GRAEME DONALD 



HISTORY· IN OUR S RIITS AS the Castlemahle Brewery years l r major extensions were it once produced the 'best ale' in added. ndeed, between 1885 and the country, or so some of its 1910 there was a series of building early advertisements claimed. In alterations and additions to the later years the brewery also brewery. claimed its product was 'the beer In 1887 the Castlemaine Brewthat paved the way for the estab- ery and Wood Bros Co, ewlishment of the new steel works' castle, NSW, Ltd acquired Prenin Newcastle. dergast, Wood and Co and Today it is the home of the another major expansion began. Newcastle Regional Museum. Two years later the brewery Newcastle"s Castlemaine was paying its sharehplders a 12% Brewery was an offshoot of Vic- annual dividend, bu;h 1893, due toria's famous brewery of the mainly to a severe · nomic desame name, an early type offran- pression, dividends umped to chise agreement. 7%. By the end of t century it The original Castlemaine was down to 5%. Brewery was established in Vic- Renovations to the building in toria in the 1850s and Newcastle 1897 were designed to combat signed an agreement with the problems with bacterial growth, company in 1874 to produce Cast- and a year later the brewery lemaine ales here. The founder of boasted of being able to produce Castlemaine Brewery, Edward 100 dozen bottles of beer a day Fitzgerald, became a director of and between 800 and 900 hogs-the Newcastle company. · heads a week. There had previously been But just before the turn of the smaller breweries in the district century, Castlemaine and other' as far back as the 1840s but most breweries were under stronghad a difficult time surviving. competition from two other faBeer for the district usually came mous competitors, Tooth's and from Sydney by boat, or by dray Toohey's. from the Maitland Brewing Com- New plant was added again in _Pany� 1911 and a year later the com-The family behind the Cast- pany spent £20,000 on further imlemaine venture in Newcastle provements. By then it was using were John and Joseph Wood. The malt from Queensland and VicWood family came to Australia in toria, and hops from England, 1856 and by 1865 the two Tasmania, New Zealand and brothers were operating a spirit America. and bond sto!e in Bolton St. The management believed In 1874, with Robert Prender- that the blending of the hops wasgast _as a -partner, they emplo�ed absolutely necessary for a goodarchitect Oswald �wis to design brew which, they claimed wasthe brewery
_, 

which_ was S?b- 'Good Pure and Wholesome'.seq_uently built by builders Lamg ' and Wylie. '.!'he site was on the After much debate among corner of what is now Wood and 1,hareholders an agreement was Hunter streets. reached in 1921 with Tooth and The brewery began production Co. Castlemaine operate� as. ain 1876 us,ing water froqi a well on Tooth and Co brewery until midthe aite!<'. But it was n9t big 193.1 wh�n it close� as a result of enough fo' meet demand and two .. the Great Depression. Fifty men 
HISTORY IN OUR STREEl'S 

lost their jobs but not without a fight. ewcastle had by then recently lost a biscuit factory (Arnott's) and a soap works, and employment prospects for the dismissed men were not bright. Protest meetinr were held at theTrades Hal and the Mayor of Newcastle protested to the company, but to no avail. Brewing ceased in the Newcastle area for almost 40 years, until Toohey's opened its Cardiff in the early 1970s. 
In 1938 the building became a depot for Tooth's and yet again it underwent additions and alterations. It closed in 1974 although part of it reopened for a period as the Pink Elephant markets. 
In 1988, Queen Elizabeth II officially opened the building in its. new guise as a regional museum. Then: Castlemaine Brewery seen from Hunter St in 1897 with 

barrels of beer ready for delivery. 

. , ... ,. 

AT 8.45pm on New Year's Eve; 
1890, Miss Jessie Christie, a daughter of the Mayor of Newcastle, Ald 
-Colin Christie, threw a switch in 
Newcastle's first power station and 
240 lights came on in all parts of the 
city.

Newcastle had begun a new era,
that of electricity. 

The city wasn't the first in the area to 'go electric'. That honour
belonged to Lambton earlier in 1890.

Newcastle's power station was 
in Sydney St, near the intersection 
of what is today Darby and Tyrrell streets.

By Norm Barney 

gra_ph wires. He had what was 
calle,\ the Enabling Bill to back him ·1�· 

Tl council was faced with a di-
lemn , accept the gas company's 
pric.,· for continued service or bear 
the brunt of criticism for dark 
streets at night. 

In the end the Superintendent of 
Telegraphs was somehow placated 
and Jessie Christie did her duty. A 
champagne party was held in the 
powerhouse that night and the con
tractor, Mr Wescott, told the guests 
that the machinery in the building 
would 'in the future form one of the 
sights of the district'. 

Then: The Sydney Street Power House in December, 1905. Cooks Hill is in the background. 

At the time it was believed to be
the third-biggest power station of
its type in the world, and New
castle was the first large city in 
Australia to light its streets using a
power station. (Tamworth had by 
this time also used electricity as a
source of power.)

Sixteen years later the equip
ment was not good enough to meet 
the demand for power. A new gen
erating plant came into operation 
in October 1906. The building was 
enlarged to take this and two new boilers. 

When Jessie Christie threw the 
switch that night incandescent 
Jlobes and arc lamps came on. The 
incandescent lights went as far as 
The Junction while the area be
tween Scott St and the old Cottage 
Creek bridge, near Bank Corner,
was lit with the arc lights.It was touch and go until the last
minute whether the lights would be 
turned on. The city council 
gambled by cancelling its contract
with the gas company, due to ex
pire at the time the lights were due 
to be switched on. 

The contractors were working 
' to schedule when the Superinten

dent of Telegraehs stepped in and 
told the council that powerlines 
could not be erected close to tele-

Further extensions took place in 
1908 and 1909, including a chan
geover from a single phase to 
three-phase operation. 

More changes were made in 
1914, 1919 and 1927 to keep pace 
with the growing demand for 
power. In 1910 the council sold 775,000 units of power; 13 years 
later it reached 18,949,000 units. 

The work of the Sydney Street Power House came to an end in 1953, overtaken by progress and 
demand. 

The site on which it stood con• 
tinued to be part of NESCA (later 
Shortland County Council and 
Shortland Electricity). The land ad
jacent to where the original power 
house was built is today an office 
block and among its tenants is NEW-FM Radio. 



History of talent under the big top 

TIMES PAST 

NORM BARNEY 

' 

C 
ARRIAGES may be or
dered for 10.48pm' 
stated the advertise
ment. 

It seemed an odd 
time to end a show but on its first 
appearance in Newcastle, Wirth's 
Circus obviously had confidence in 
its timing. 

The circus came to town in mid
April 1888, and immediately found 
itself with a major problem. 

A new tent, capable of seating 
3700 people, did not turn up from 
Sydney in time for the opening per
formance. 

An old tent had to be hurriedly 
erected but because it could not 
hold the crowd, would-be patrons 
had to be turned away. 

Wirth's got its new tent the next 
day and over the first four nights 
said that 10,167 persons had paid to 
see 'Wirth's Grand Circus and New 
YorkEquescurriculum'. 

Equescurriculum was another 
name for the trick equestrian events 
in which Wirth's then specialised. 

The circus was set up in Brent's 
Paddock, in Darby St, not far from 
Hunter St (or Blane St, as that sec
tion of Hunter St was then called). 

Wirth's Circus in 1888 was very 
much a family affair. 

Seven-year-old Master Alfred 
Wirth was to be seen leaping on and 
off a pony, Master Carl Wirth did a 
revolving pedestal contortion act 
some 4m up, and Mr George Wirth 
did his tricks with four galloping 
bare-backed horses. 

Menagerie: Circus elephants at Arnott's Paddock, Union St, in the early 1900s. The spot pictured is now the fire station. 

Master Willie Wirth performed 
on the aerial trapeze, Miss Marizles 
Wirth wire-walked and Miss Made
line Wirth did a 'dashing hurricane 
bare-back hurdle act'. 

1 The three 'midget' Wirths then1 did a bending act together. There 
' were other acts on the bill. 

Admission fees to Wirth's varied 
from a shilling to four shillings, 
with children admitted for sixpence 
at a special matinee. 

The circus moved from New
castle to Wallsend then to Maitland 
before quickly returning to New
castle for another season. 

Wirth's was not the first circus 
in the area. The exact date of the 
first circus to visit the Newcastle 
city is not known but circuses were 
visiting the Lower Hunter in 1850. 

In June of that year, an eques
trian, John Jones, opened his Royal 
Circus in the yard of }faitland's 

Northumberland Hotel. 
Jones then took his troupe to 

Singleton and the grounds of the 
Caledonian Hotel. 

Performing in or near hotels was 
an accepted part of entertainment 
in the latter half of the previous 
century. 

One Newcastle hotel, the New 
Market Inn, in Market St, speci
alised in bringing acrobats and 
clowns - as well as music hall acts 
- to town for the entertainment of
its customers. 

The Market Inn's most famous 
import was the world-famous tight
rope walker, Blondin, who appeared 
in Newcastle in the early 1870s. 

Blondin was the man who 
walked a rope over Niagara Falls 
with such variations as making the 
trip blindfolded, trundling a wheel
barrow or on stilts. 

In 1861 at London's Crystal Pal
ace he performed somersaults on a 
rope 52m up while wearing stilts. 

His performance in Newcastle 
was on a rope stretched from the 

Market Inn to a shop on the other 
side of the street. 

It took place on a dark night 
and Blondin had only the light of 
three torches to guide him, but this 
was propably just a stroll for a man 
who had crossed Niagara Falls 
blindfolded. 

An early circus erected a tent at 
the rear of today's Market Square 
on the site of the present car park. 

But most of the early circuses 
went to Brent's Paddock and, in the 
mid- to late-1890s, to Honeysuckle 
Point. 

This was not the Honeysuckle 
area at present being redeveloped 
but Hunter St West, next to the 
post office. 

It is here in September, 1899, 
that we find Fitzgerald Bros' Circus 
and Menagerie. 

It was said that the Fitzgeralds 
knew 'the requiremnets of the 
colonial amusement seeker'. The 
brothers began as a variety show 
before taking to the 'sawdust and 
spangles'. At the turn of the cen-

THE 'cae
SJ:lrian se�
t,on '  1s 

YO derived not, 

regarded as expendable. Caesar's 
mum was alive and well when he 
marched across Europe on his 
straight roads. 

KNOW. �
5

e O �
ar� 

think, from 
Caesar but from 'Caesus', the 
past participle of the Latin 'cae
dere', to cut. 
In Rome, the Lex (law) Caesaria (in 
force before Caesar's birth) called 
for such treatment of dead or 
dying women to secure separate 
burials for mother and child. 
When performed with the inten
tion of delivery, the mother was 

Had the operation been per
formed and BOTH survived, much 
would have been made of it in his 
lifetime - intervention of the 
Gods and so forth - but there is 
no such mention. 
And it seems unlikely he was 
maned for having been delivered 
by caesarian, since he was not the 
first member of his family to carry 
the name. 

D ORAEME DONALD 

tury, they were known as the 'Bar
nums of Australia'. 

Newcastle audiences in Hunter 
Si West passed through the circus 
menagerie to get to their seats. 
Here they saw the lions, tigers, 
elephants, bears and monkeys 
which played an important part in 
the circus. 

The oddest act was a burlesque 
with a goat and a monkey which 
made an elephant laugh, a tigress 
riding on the back of a horse and an 
elephant pedalling a tricycle around 
the ring at a great pace. 

One of the most popular acts 
was the acrobatics of Mr F.M. 
Jones (hardly a circus name) who 

· turned a double somersault over 25
guns and fixed bayonets. As he 
jumped the guns were fired. 

The next move for visiting cir
cuses was to Arnott's Paddock, in 
Melville St (Union St). 

Over the years, circuses have
also been seen at sites in Mere
wether St, Burwood Park, and the 

car park of the International Sports 
Centre. 

There was also a time when 
many circuses played the townships 
and suburbs. 

Last year's visit of Ashton's Cir
cus to Mayfield was returning to a 
lost tradition as circuses once reg
ularly performed in suburbs from 
Hamilton to Minmi. 

Circuses have been part of Aus
tralian life for about 150 years. 

Many became - and some re
main - houshold names. A roll call 
of Australian circuses would have 
to include Ashton's, Bullen's, 
Wirth's, Soles, Perry's, and many 
more. 

Today is the beginning of 
National Circus Week, an annual 
event aimed at promoting the circus 
as an art form. 

It is organised by the Circus 
Fans of Australasia Inc. 

The week will culminate with 
the announcement of the Circus 
Personality of the Year at Rose 
Bay on May 22. 



IT was once Newcastle's most 
modem and up-mark.et hotel situ
ated in the best possible position, 
close to the railway, to shipping, 
to trams and ferries. 

The first Great Northern Hotel 
dates from 1866 when in February 
of that year Mr W. Winch, late of 
the Caledonian Hotel, Sin,leton, 
announced the openin� of a splen
did establishment which forms so 
great an ornament to the town'. 

A feature of Mr Winch's hotel 
was the Lloyd's Room, or commer
cial exchange, where merchants and 
ships' captains could meet and 
transact business. They could also 
read the latest newspapers from in
terstate and overseas. The overseas 
papers were probably some months 
old by the time they reached the 
hotel. 

. From The Newcastle Her
ald:, June 9, 198�: 

DUNGOG Shire property 
values have increased substan
tially since 1978, in many cases 
� more than 200%, according to 
the latest figures issued by the 
Valuer-General Department. -

The levels value adopted 
have been set r an intensive 
study of the 1 d market at the 
base date of ly 1, 1983. 

. The hotel was also at the centre 
of maritime business. Shipping 
companies had their offices nearby 
and it was part of a daily routine 
for ships' masters to meet in the 
area between the Customs House 
and the hotel. 

By 1878 the Great Northern had 
another Singleton connection. It 
was then owned by Mr A.A. Dan
gar, of Baroona, and he announced 
pTans to speno up to £30tr0 renovat
ing and improving the hotel. 

A year later the 'new' hotel, with 
additions and alterations, was 
opened for business. Mr Dangar 
employed Sydney architect Mr 
Benjamin Backhouse to design the 
hotel. Fittings and furniture came 
from Sydney and Melbourne, while 
the plumbing was done by a local 
contractor. 

MEMORY 
LANE 

The shire was previ 
valued at base date July 1, 1 

ITS Bv Norm Barney 

Then: The Great Northern Hotel In the late 1880s. The licensee at the time, Alexander Watts, had the 
hotel from 1881 to 1897. 

The 'new' Great Northern was 
of three stories, built of brick and 
was considered, at that time, to be 
the 'finest hotel in the colony'. 

In 1936 it was announced that 
the old hotel would be demolished 
and another built in its plate at a 
cost of £50,000. 

The even newer Great Northern 
would have 80 bedrooms, 30 of 

The new land values may be 
used by the council for rating in 
1985. 

They will be phased in by the 
use of rating base factors, a sys
tem introduced in 1979 to 
cushion the effect of rising values 
in land rating. 

Typical rural properties of 
about 200ha will range in value 
from $1200 to $1600 a cleare 
hectare, depending on position, 
access, fertility, river frontage 
and othei: factors. 

which would have private bath
rooms. The six-storey building 
would include a dining room, buf
fet, commercial writing room, hair
dressing salon, coffee room and 
large public and saloon bars. The 
buffet was known as The Aborigi
nal Room. 

When actually completed and 
opened in early 1938 the hotel had 
52 single rooms and 24 double 
rooms, 24 with private bathrooms 
and toilets. There were also three 
self-contained suites. 

The construction of the new 
hotel met with difficulties. The 
footings were set in what was called 
'treacherous quaking sand'. Huge 
concrete pads more than 2m deep 
and more than 3m square had to be 
sunk to carry the columns. These 
pads were set below the level of the 
harbour, only metres away. 

At ground level steel staurj
chions were inter-connected with 

cut the amount of steel used in con
.struction. 

The architects for the building 
were Rudder and Grout of Sydney1and the contractors, Paynter ana
Dixon, also came from Sydney. 
However, many Newcastle firms 
did provide some of the interior fit
tings, ranging from furniture to 
linen. 

Wunderlich polychrome terra 
cotta was used to face the external 
walls below the awning while plas
tic bricks from the same source 
were used above the awning. 

Murals in the hotel's main vesti
bule, with their motifs of 'Industry' 
and 'Pleasure', were painted by 
Herbert Gallop. Sculptured relief 
panels were done by the sculptor L. 
Dadswell. 

McMillan beams, a new method 
' the time, which were prefabricate 

L-. ____ .....;l,-_____ .::.,__......; ___ =:::;=======::.➔;....------------+-' and bench welded. This was said 

-
The Great Northern was New

castle's most popular hotel for 
many years. Businessmen, enter
tainers and sporting teams all 
st�yed there. It was also popular 
with �oneymooners and for special 
occasions. 

ACTOR Maurie Fields, who 
died 9n Monday night in his 
inner-city home, was described 
by his son yesterday as 'the Aus
sie bloke'. 

'He was an Australian icon,' 
his son, Marty, said as tributes 
began flowing from the enter
tainment world. 

Maurie Fields, one of Austra
lia's most experie11ced actors, 
had a unique ability to display 
Australian humour in a broad, 
home-spun accent. 

He was a consummate 'baddy' 
in scores of television and movie 
film roles. 

His career went back to the 
age of five, when be played in his 
mother's band in Sydney. 

Maurie Fields was born in 
Sydney and grew up in Fairfield, 

Sorlie missed: Maurie Fields 

in Sydney's western suburbs. 
'Then he formed a duo vocal 

act called Skit and Skat with Al 
Kenway and they went every• 
where,' Marty Fields said. 

- -

loke 
'Then he j ined Sorlie's 

Review Compa y. Mum was the 
co-producer tHere and that's 
where they met. 

'They toured s even years 
around Australia, then dad went 
into Sunny Side Up on the Seven 
Network as the resident comic.' 

The Bellbird television s eries 
on ABC-TV followed. 

For six months he played a 
prison guard· in the television 
series Prisoner.

His latest television part was 
as publican Vic Buckley in Fly
ing Doctors. 

His best-known parts in mov• 
i es came in Country Town, based 
on Bellbird, and as the coroner 
in Evil Angels, which told Lindy 
Chamberlain's story. AN> 



HISTORY IN OUR S RIITS 
'THE building is _but a si�ple 

one, an unpretentiou edifice, 
unrelieved by the magnificence 
of architecture which marks the 
cathedrals of the older world.' 

So wrote The New,castle
Morning Herald and Mine.rs' Ad
vocate in November 1902, on the 
eve of the Service of Dedication 
of the Christ Church Cathedral. 

The cathedral was a long 
time coming. 

Work on its foundations be• 
gan in 1882, two years before the 
old church it was to replace was 
demolished. 

The old church had been on 
the hill above the town then the 
city of Newcastle since 1817-18 
and generations of Novocas
trians, including convicts and 
their families as well as free set
tlers, had worshipped in it. 

When it was demolished in 
1884, the congregation moved to 
the then newly built Pro
Cathedral across the road in 
Church St. Little did they realise 
that it would be 18 years before 
they moved back. 

On November 16, 1902, while 
preaching the last Sunday ser• 
vice in the Pro-Cathedral before 
movin� to the new cathedral, the 
then Bishop of Newcastle, the Rt 
Rev Dr Stanton, said he regret
ted that the old cathedral had 
been destroyed. 

He had wanted it preserved 
as a relic and to remain indepen
dent of the new building. 

In the early 1880s, Mr Hor
bury Hunt's design for the new 
cathedral was accepted and its 
foundations, costing about 

£5000, were finished in 1885. 
Nothing more happened in 

the next si : years. 
In 1891, Mr Straub won the 

contract for the cathedral super• 
structure and he worked on it 
for two years. 

Costs were miscalculated and 
the contract was suspended in 
1893. This time nine years lapsed 
before work resumed. 

Another architect, Mr J.H. 
Buckeridge, and another buil
der, John Howie and Sons, both 
of Sydney, were engaged. 

Mr Buckeridge altered the 
original design, changing the 
large centre piers and part of 
the layout of the building . 

On November 21, 1902, the 
cathedral was dedicated by Dr 
Stanton in the presence of the 
Governor, Sir Harry Rawson, 
and church and local dignitar
ies. 

The building was not com• 
plete at the time and looked less 
than imposing from the outside. 

There were 40 windows and 
lighting came from 26 incan
descent gas lamps. 

Cheap glass was set in the 
windows pending the arrival of 
stained glass. 

The estimated cost of the lat
ter was £2000; at the time of the 
dedication the cathedral had 
£500 to spend on windows. 

By this time, £19,000 had been 
raised for the building. 

About £1400 of this was the 
gift of three bishops and some 
£8000 came from from 
parishoner�. Part of the 

HISFORY IN 
IN late February, 1881, a 

large number of Lambton resi
dents gathered to talk about the 
need for a bigger post and tele• 
graph office for the town. 

Most agreed that the town de
served a tiigger office because of 
the increase in business. One 
man, a local church minister, 
disagreed. He believed 'Waratah 
was done, New Lambton was dy
ing, and Lambton was not grow• 
ing any younger'. He was satis
fied with the small office, then in 
Elder St, but admitted that he 
fosted few letters and had
never been let into the secret of 

a telegram'. 
The meeting saw it differ

ently and passed a resolution 
demanding a new building. 

A few weeks before the meet
ing a deputation from the town 
had found the Postmaster-Gen
eral unmoved by their request 
for a new post office building. 
He said business done by the 
Lambton post office did not war
rant a new office. The depu• 
tation contradicted the figures 
produced by the Government, 
which stated that total revenue 
for the previous year was £278. 
The fi�res of the Lambton 
deputation differed substan
tially; they said 48,000 letters 
bad been posted at Lambton that 
year and the revenue was £400. 

The Postmaster-General 
promised to look into the figures but made no promise about a new building. 

By mid-1882 the Government did promise a new building on the southern side of Dixon' St. An underground water tank was discovered !o be in the way of the foundations so the location 

was c iqiged to the northern 
side of the street, .AJ(ain a water 
tank (there were lour on the 
northern side) got in the way so 
the original site was adopted. 
Some residents were of the 
opinion that a better site would 
have been at the corner of Elder 
and Morehead streets. 

Work on the new post office 
began towards the end of 1882 
with the demolition of an old 
timber house and the excavation 
of the foundations on a site that 
cost the Government £250. 

It took the contractor, Mr T. 
Bourke, of Wallsend, 18 months 
to complete it. Government rec
ords show that it officially cost 
£1848 to build. Mr Mortimer Wil
liam Lewis Jnr, Clerk of Works 
for Newcastle and the North
East, was responsible for the 
building. 

Mr H. Bowtborn, the Lamb• 
ton post and telegraph master, 
took possession of the new office 
in late June, 1884. The building, 
at the corner of Dixon and More• 
bead streets was built on con• 
crete foundations, with a base
me.nt .of Pyrmo�t stone, the main 
builc!,ing of brick, and with a 
spacious veranda facing Dixon 
St. 

The office was fitted with all 
the latest postal and telegraph 
equipment available at the time. 
It offered a complete postal ser
vice, including Government 
Savings Bank business. 

The furniture was said to be 
'the most improved kind for of
ficial purposes' and was sup
plied by a Sydney company, 
Hudson Brothers at a cost of 
£430/1/Sd. 

Then: The cathedral in October 1900. It had been this way for 
seven years when this photograph was taken. The wooden poles 
are part of the scaffolding used at the time. 

Now: The imposing building it has since become. 

cathedral was built on profits 
from coal. 

Around £3600 came from 
royalties oq coal hewed from un• 
der the Glebelands. 

Since November 1902, Christ 
Church Cathedral bas played an 
i portant part in the spiritual 

and cultural development and 
history of Newcastle and the 
Hunter Valley. 

The 1902 design called for a 
steeple - the building was once 
likened to Ely Cathedral in 
England- but this changed and 
it now has a tower. 
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Showpiece lawn cemetery 
opens in Lake Macquarie 

IT WAS almost four years ago 
that the concept of Macquarie Mem
orial Park was first formulated by 
four men who have had 'a lifetime of 
experience' iri the funeral industry. 

According to Mr Spencer Stronach, 
who is chairman of Macquarie Mem
orial Park Pty Ltd, the group had ap
preciated the limitations of some 
burial grounds in the Hunter area and 
believed there was demand for a true 
lawn cemetery where plates are flush 
with the grass. 

'We set about looking for a site that 
was geographically central to New
castle, the Coalfields, the Central 
Coast and the Lake area and we are 
very pleased with our 30ha site at Ry
hope near Freemans Waterhole,' he 
said. 

'Originally natural bushland, it has 
been developed to provide a very 
peaceful setting incorporating land
scaped areas and attractive ponds. 

'The outlook to the nearBy 
Watagan Mountains range is really 

, beautiful and because the park is sur
rounded by two State forests, it will 
always enjoy tranquility and peace.' 

Mr Stronach said there was no 
chance of a crowded residential devel
opment in the area and traffic noise 
was minimal. 

'Despite that, we are easily access
ible from the freeway,' he said. 'It is -
only 200m from the front gate.' 

Mr Stronach said that the main 
criterion for the park was that it had 
aesthetic appeal to the bereaved. 

'We have designed the lawn cemet
ery to be like botanical gardens but we 
also provide options for our clientele,' 
he said. 

'We want people to feel that their 
individual wishes are catered for in 
areas such as their choice of words on 
the plate or their selection of site, such 
as one under a tree or one overlooking 
the mountains. 

'One of the features of our facility is 
the layout of the park which is very 
easy to follow. This, combined with 
our computerised listing of sites, 
should eliminate all need to hunt 
around for a grave or memorial plate.' 

One decision taken by the company 

Aesthetic: Mr Spencer 
Stronach. 

directors was made after consultation 
with the Bishop of Newcastle, The 
Right Reverend Roger Herft. 

Together, they decided to do away 
with sectionalisation into different de
nominations. In addition there are no 
headstones or above-ground work. 

'We have space for an eventual 
20,000 grave sites and there is no limit 
to the memorial sites,' Mr Stronach 
said. 

'The first stage of the park, which is 
opening today, includes an adminis
tration building, a chapel and cre
matorium, about 600 grave sites and 
the memorial gardens. 

'We have decided to incorpo:r;ate a 

condolence lounge which will be built 
in the second stage along with a second 
chapel. But until then, we are 
establishing this important lounge in 
our adrnistration building.' 

An understanding of the grief felt 
by those who have suffered the loss of 
a loved one has been a vital factor in 
the design and development of Mac
quarie Memorial Park. 

'We have tried to emphasise the 
peace and serenity that prevails here,' 
Mr Stronach said. 

'When people enter the Park, we 
w'ant them to feel that they have 
slipped into a delightful quiet setting 
where they feel comfortable. 

Ecumenical official opening 
TODAY sees the official open

ing of Macquarie Memorial Park, a 
lawn cemetery and crematorium lo
cated at Ryhope, near Freemans 
Waterhole. 

The Mayor of Lake Macquarie, Cr 
John Kilpatrick, will perform the 
ceremony which includes the unvei
ling of a plaque. 

This will be followed by the dedi
cation and consecration of the cemet
ery and memorial park with a com
bined church service led by the Angli
can Bishop of Newcastle, The Right 
Reverend Roger Herft. 

He will be assisted by the 
K ith Brooks, who is past modera 
of the Uniting Church Synod 

NSW and minister of St Luke's Unit
ing Church in Belmont, the Rev 
Robert Caldwell, who is past moder
ator of The Presbyterian Church of 
NSW and minister of Scots Kirk, 
Hamilton, Father David O'Hearn of 
the parish of Toronto representing 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Mait
land, the Most Rev Leo Clark, and by 
the Dean of Newcastle, The Very 
Rev Graeme Lawrence. 

Other dignitaries and community 
representatives who will be present 
include the Lord Mayor of New
castle, Cr John McNaughton, mem
bers of clergy, representatives of the 
funeral industry and all sub-contrac
tors involved in the construction and 
development of the complex. 
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Macquarie· Memorial Park 

�
Quiet vista: The tranquil setting of the_ law�c_emetery seen from t�e main building

Macquarie Memorial Park 
Facility 
warmly 
welcomed 

IN the days leading up to the of
ficial opening of Macquarie Mem
orial Park, company secretary Barry 

, Green has been delighted to receive 
many favourable comments about 
the park and about the concept be
hind the complex. 

'Not only have people told me 
how good it looks, but I have been 
told how welcome a lawn cemetery 
is,' he said. 

'It is a more modern concept 
which provides an alternative to the 
monumental style of cemetery. 

'I know it is not going to suit 
everyone but it does present a 
further choice and its beautiful set
ting and environment will, I am sure, 
appeal to many.' 

One person who welcomes the 
opening of Macquarie Memorial 
Park is the Mayor of the City of 
Lake Macquarie, Cr John Kilpatrick. 

'A great deal of emotional and 
personal stress can be placed on all 
members of a family together with 
their friends at the death of a ioved 
one,' he said. 

'At a time of such great sorrow, 
many residents of Lake Macquarie 
have had, in the past, to travel out of 
the city to lay their loved ones to 
rest. 

'Through its design, the park will 
provide a serene and composed set
ting for families and friends at a 
time of need. 

'Macquarie Memorial Park will 
also provide easy access for families 
when they wish to reflect upon their 
special memories and treasured mo
ments,' he said. 

Condolence lounge 
an integral feature 
of 'peaceful setting' 

THE architects appointed for the 
design of Macquarie Memorial Park 
were Valentine and Dick of New
castle. 

'I suppose if we started out with 
any one brief, it was to provide a 
restful, peaceful setting,' said Mr 
Gordon Dick, a principal of the firm. 

'We wanted to create a quiet el
egance while working within econ
omic confines. 

'The site allows a pleasant vista 
to the Watagan Mountains and it 
also has a natural water course. 
which is not only vital for a lawn ce
metery, but means that the water
ways have become a focal point. 

'In our experience, water has rest
ful,_ almost therapeutic qualities 
which are good when experiencing 
difficult times. 

'The ponds at Macquarie Mem
orial Park are certainly a feature.' 

Consultation with the landscap
ing firm Whalan's Nursery had re
sulted in gardens filled with native 
trees which had a welcoming effect, 
Mr Dick said. 

'The landscaping was an import
ant part of the design and about 
1000 trees have been planted,' he 
said. 'I must say Bill Whalan was ab
solutely tremendous in the advice he 
gave us. 

'In fact, in our business we see 
ourselves as team players so we take 

the approach of consulting those 
with expertise in their respective 
fields. 

'The people from Newcastle Cre
matorium have been very helpful in
deed and we were pleased to be able 
to engage the services of Stronach 
Pty Ltd who are renowned for their 
experience and versatile approach to 
construction and civil works.' 

According to the project manager 
for Stronach's, Mr Steve Roberts, 
the $4million project was completed 
within the 40 weeks allowed. 

'Civil works were extensive, with 
construction of several dams or 
ponds with a capacity of32million li
tres,' he said. 

'A water reticulation system has 
been installed. 

'In addition, a network of roads, 
including carparks, has been 
constructed to provide access to the 
expansive areas of the lawn cemetery 
including the administration build
ing and the chapel.' 

The chapel had been designed 
more as a place of comfort than a 
place of ostentation, Mr Dick said. 

Inside, Australian timbers such as 
autumn ash for the ceiling and jar
rah for beams and columns have 
been used and these are combined 
with soft furnishings sympathetic to 
the bushland location. 

'The dark solid timber used in the 
chapel was chosen for its warmth 
and restfulness,' Mr Dick said. 'The 
underlying theme throu:rhout the 
development has been a quiet dig
nity.' 

The chapel was constructed using 
concrete panels with intricate decor
ative designs for an innovative and 
aesthetically pleasing effect. 

The TiltBilt process was used for 
the construction. This involved the 
casting of walls on site on the floor 
slab and lifting them into place with 
a 127-tonne capacity crane. 

The tree-lined main drive leads to 
the chapel entrance which has a 
glass atrium for visitors to alight 
from vehicles under cover. 

'The condolence lounge is a new 
idea which is an added service,' Mr 
Dick said. 

'Traditionally, after the service, a 
wake is held in the home, but here is 
another alternative. 

'Macquarie Memorial Park pro
vides a /lace for people to congre
gate an take full advantage of its 
beautiful setting. 

'In fact, I like to think that the 
park will become a place attractive 
to the general public and that it 
might even be chosen as the venue 
for an occasion such as a wedding,' 
he said. 



Jitter-bugging in Swanson Street, Melbourne on Victory Day 

Pi�-co
_
nnected: One of the spans being floated into position for the present Hawkesbury Railway 

Bridge in May, 1944. 

�····················· 

Klndllng creativity: This Wallalong property with the main building, centre, the brick shed, right, and the old petrol bowsers and she.d, left, is 
expected to open at about $180,000 when it is put up for auction. 

PROPERTY 

ALREADY partly used as a resi
dence, this glorious old building has a 
rustic charm all of its own and is ideal 
for renovating into something special. 

Originally a broom factory in 1888, 
this property is situated in the quiet 
rural village of Wallalong, only min
utes from Morpeth, an area rich in his
tory. 

The front of the building has two 
bedrooms and a living area. Attached 
to the rear is a huge open shed. There 
are old stables and the original one
room post office building. 

Standing two storeys high and well 

lit by 26 windows, the building was 
constructed in stone. 

The selling agent, Mr Greg Ran
som, said the property was not run 
down and had been used for storage. 

He said at least another four bed
rooms could be added to the existing 
two. 

He said the property was difficult 
to value but he expected bidding to 
start at around $180,000. 

The property will be auctioned on 
September 17 onsite at Lot 140 McCly
mont's Swamp Rd, Wallalong. 

I 

Open house is on Sundays between 
2pm and 3pm or by appointment by 
contacting Greg Ransom of Century 21 
Real Estate on 33-8011. 

WALLALONG 
$180,000 

Lot 140 McClymont's Swamp Rd, Wallalong. 
Stone and timber building with attached 

warehouse, several storage sheds, old stables, 
ori_ginal one-room brick district post office. 

Auction on September 17. Bidding expected to 
start at $180,000. 
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Building bridges 

on the Hawkesbury 
I 

N 1885 when the NSW 
Colonial Government called 
tenders for the construction 
of a railway bridge across the 

Hawkesbury River it received 
replies from 14 Australian, �rit
ish, French and American 
companies. 

The second lowest tender, that 
of the Union Bridge Company, of 
New York, was accepted. The ten
der price was £327,000 for a seven
span steel structure, a tender that 
was later increased to £340,000. 

The route chosen was not con
sidered the best one but it was 
economically sound to build there 
because most of the approach rail
way lines already existed. The bet
ter route was said to be across to 
Dangar Island and over the main
land hills to Woy Woy. In other 
words near the site of the existing 
road bridge. 

Work began in 1886 but progress 
with the sinking of the piers was 
slow and the subcontractors in
volved lost heavily. 

Number Six pier went down 162 
feet (50ml but remained on a mud 
foundation. At the time it was the 
deepest foundation for a bridge in 
the world. The piers of the second, 
and present bridge, were to go 
deeper. 

The caisson for Number Five 
pier was found to be five feet (1.6m) 
out of alignment. In an attempt to 
rectify it an extra section was sunk 
alongside; it collapsed about 28ft 
(8.6ml from the bottom. A coffer 
dam then had to be built around 
the caisson. Number Five pier took 
two years to complete. Coffer dams 
were erected around each pier and 
in 1890, a year after the bridge was 
completed, 40 cubic yards (31 cubic 
metres) of mud was removed from 
Number Two pier. 

By this time the railway was 
open, except for the bridge. For 
almost two years passengers travel
ling between Newcastle and Sydney 
were transported across the Haw
kesbury by the paddle steamer 
General Gordon. 

Steel for the bridge spans was 
rolled in Scotland by the company 
that built the Forth Bridge. It was 
shipped to the US where the bars 
were upended and shipped back to 
Scotland for fabrication. It was 
then assembled and dismantled 
before being shipped to Australia. 

The final assembly stage was on 
Dangar Island and the seven 416ft 
(127ml length spans were floated to 
the piers on a pontoon. One span 
was floated into position with the 
ends reversed. It was a pin-connec
ted structure and fitted so it was 
allowed to remain back to front. 
The last span was joined in 1889 
and the bridge opened to traffic on 
May 1 that year. 

Forty-eight years later, in 1937, 
a serious crack was found in Num
ber Four pier. An interior survey, 

. done with a diamond drill, revealed 
I that the pier was unsound and that

the bridge could collapse unless the
speed of traffic over it was lowered 
8:nd operations reduced to a single 
!me. Meanwhile, the pier was
braced with steel girders. 

A new bridge was urgent and the 
NSW Railway Department called 

Opening day: The locomotive 3801 crossing the Hawkesbury 
Bridge on July 1, 1946. 

but as this could not be floated 
right up against the bank another, 
smaller span, had to be made. 

Two concrete approach spans 
were also built. The two largest 
spans of the bridge weighed 1660 

tons (1625 tonnes) each and in the 
whole structure 854,000 rivets were There was also the danger from 
used, all made at Honeysuckle rail- the Japanese. Captured documents 
way workshops. listed the Hawkesbury Bridge as a 

The 8000 tons (8130 tonnes) of target. for Japanese submarines. 
TIMES PAST steel used on the bridge was rolled The bridge was protected by guns 

by the BHP and fabricated at the up to 6 inches (150mm) mounted at 
N QR M BARN EV Chullora railway workshops. The points near the bridge, and on the

first span was floated into position foreshores leading to Broken Bay. A
on September 7, 1944, and the minefield and submarine nets were 
eighth and last on May 14, 1946. set near the bridge. 

on its senior civil engineer, Mr A. Number Seven pier, with its On July 1, 1946, the NSW Prem-
Fewtrell, to design the replacement caisson, weighed 15,500 tons (15,800 ier, Mr McKell, opened the new 
bridge. It was his first attempt at tonnes) and was sunk 183 feet Hawkesbury Railway Bridge. The 
bridge design. It was to be a bridge (56m) below the water mark. Other C38 Class engine, 3810, was the first 
capable of withstanding the stress caissons went to 175 feet (61ml. train to officially cross it. On the 
of express trains hauled by C38 The bridge and the tunnels were same day the last train across the 
locomotives travelling at 70mph built to receive overhead wires in old bridge was hauled by engine No 
(113kmh). the event of the electrification of 3374. 

It took seven years and four the line between Sydney and New- Mr McKell unveiled a plaque at 
1 h b ·d castle. the southern end of the bridge, on months to comp ete t e new n ge, The war 1·nterrupted work on th te ·d I th t fi b h · e wes rn s1 e, a p aque a can from the irst oring to t e openmg. the bridge although the Govern- still be glimpsed today from a mov-

In the end the bridge was to ment and the men working on the ing train. 
have eight spans of varying sizes, new stucture were aware of the The plaque records the opening 
because a rock shelf was located possible danger with the old one. and also has on it the names of the 
deep in the mud and silt between Thousands of Allied troops, mostly six men who lost their lives building 
the first and second piers on the/ 

Australian and American, were · the bridge that crosses a great river 
northern side. This meant that one transported across the bridge dur- and joins the railway line between 
large span had to be manufactured ing the war. Had the old bridge col- Sydney and Newcastle and areas to 

I 
lapsed it would have been a the Fnr North. 
national tragedi. 
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Australia's 'priceless' pliosaur has real seal appeal 
By JODIE THOMSON 

Staff Reporter 

NEWCASTLE is playing host 
to a very, very old visitor who 
arrived on Tuesday for a short 
stay. 

'Eric' the pliosaur, one of the 
finest. opalised fossil specimens 
ever found in Australia, is on 
show at Newcastle Regional 
Museum for the school holidays. 

He is on tour around Aus
tralia after a successful public 
appeal, launched by the ABC-TV 
program, Quantum, raised more 
than $300,000 and allowed the 
Australian Museum to buy him. 

Eric was a fast-swimming, 
carnivorous marine reptile. He 
lived from ll0million to 120mil
lion years ago in the shallow in
land sea which covered what is 
now central Australia. 

The director of Newcastle Re
gional Museum, Mr Patrick Fil
mer-Sankey, said Eric would 
have looked much like a rep
tilian seal. 

The fragile skeleton is laid 
out inside a glass display case 
and protected by an elaborate 
security system. 

Eric was found in an opal 
mine at Coober Pedy, in South 
Australia, in 1988. 

The skeleton was bought by a 
Sydney property developer, Mr 
Sid Londish, who commissioned 
the Australian Museum to do the 
painstaking job of reconstruct
mg it. 

A student at the museum 
spent 450 hours putting the skel
etal jigsaw back together. 

The fossil remains make up 
90% of the original skeleton. 

The manager of the Resource 
Services Education Division at 
the Australian Museum, Mr 
Greg Ebeling, said Eric was a 
unique specimen because his 
skeleton was opalised. 

'It's priceless,' he said. 'You 
can't put a value on it.' 

The remains even include 
leftovers from the last meal Eric 
ate before he died - the ver
tebrae of a fish. · 

Mr Ebeling has accompanied 
Eric on his Australian tour for 
the past 18 months. 

He said the aim of the tour 
was to thank the thousands of 
Australians who had donated 
money to help keep Eric in Aus
tralia. 

'What he represents to Aus
tralians is fairly enormous,' Mr 
Ebeling said. 

'Thousands of Australians 
literally own him.' 

The public appeal was 
launched on Quantum in Mar, 
1993, after Mr Londish put Eric 
up for sale. 

The Australian Museum 
feared he would be bought by a 
private collector 'and taken out 
of the country. 

More than 25,000 people and 
companies raised $320,000 in just 
three weeks. 

Eric will remain on display in 
the foyer of the the museum un
til July 11. 

\ 
\ 

i: 

Fossil fascination: Mr Filmer-Sankey and Mr Ebeling come to grips with scale model of 'Eric' as he once looked. 
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HISTORY IN OUR STRIITS B Norm Barne 

ALL over .t ewca tle and the 
Hunter Region they are hidden in 
draws or cupboards, tucked away 
in old album , or perhaps framed 
after being rediscovered as part of 
a family history. 

They are photographs taken at 
the Charleston Studios in Hunter 
St. 

Mr H. Charleston was one of 
Newcastle's best-known photogra
phers who opened his first Hunter 
St studio on the northern side of 
the street. 

In 1906, with his business 
expanding, he built an impressive 
building on the southern side of 
Hunter St, near the corner of Wolfe 
St. One of the features of the build
ing was the use of glass. The top 
floor at the rear of the building, 
part of the roof and a section of 
wall was constructed in glass to give 
Mr Charleston as much natural 
light as possible for his portraits of 
families and individuals. These 
portraits are found today in many 
homes. 

Mr Charleston also took photo
graphs outdoors of parts of New
castle, including the harbour, and 
some of the surrounding townships, 

, but his main business was portrait
ure. 

In 1931 the studios were remod
elled and the ornate section on the 
top of the old building was demol
ished. Only the side walls and the 
front was retained. The old fron
tage was underpinned, while new 
girders were positioned to carry it. 
The interior walls were then re
placed by a steel structure supplied 
by Goninan and Co. The company 
also provided the building's awning. 

The architect for the remodelled 
building was Mr W.D. Jester, of 
Newcastle, and the builders were 
Baker and Lamb, of Maryville. 

The name Charleston Studios 
was removed and . replaced by 
Washington House and this name 
can be seen on the building today. 

Washington H. Soul and Co 
spent £5000 on remodelling the 
building and the company shared 
part of the ground floor with Lowes 
Ltd. Both businesses opened their 
doors in mid-October, 1931. Miss 
Olive Lavington opened a hairdress
ing salon on the second floor. A den
tist also leased part of the building. 

Washington Soul's began 
business in Newcastle in 1907 when 
Soul Pattinson, a subsidiary com
pany, was formed. By 1931 the 
company had six retail outlets in 
the north: three at Newcastle and 
one each at Hamilton, Maitland 
and Cessnock. The company also 

Then and now: The 
Charleston Studios with its 
ornate roof is seen at the centre 
of the 1910 photograph above. 
The building today is parf of the 
David Jones store in Hunter St. 

had a photographic workshop in 
Wolfe St. 

Mr Lowe had started his 
· business in Sydney in 1899 with a
staff of two, a man and boy, and
with capital of £250. By the early
1930s his company employed nearly
1000 people and had developed six
stores in Sydney and one at New
castle. The first Lowe's store
opened at Newcastle in 1915.

The site on which Mr Charles
ton built his studio was once the re
tail premises of Capper Bros, iron
mongers. Some time before Scott's
Ltd moved to the corner of Hunter
and Perkins Sts the area was home
to a grocer and watchmaker. One of 
Newcastle's early hotels, the Rouse
Hotel, was situated where the main
doors of the present David Jones'
store are today. Also in the block
was the Hewitt Bros fishing tackle
shop, and a fancy goods store.

OFFICIALLY called St Stephen's 
Day, December 26 is better 
known as Boxing Day because 
of the custom of opening 
the church alms boxes for 
distribution to the poor. 

Also, apprentices would call on 
their employers anned with col
lection boxes and the tradesmen 
would visit their customers to 
relieve them of a few pence. 

Some of the boxes touted 
about were in the shape of 

a pig, from the concept of 
that animal as a hoatder. 

The tenn piggy box or bank 
appeared long before such a 
shape was popular and seems to 
be rooted in the northern dialect 
'pigga'. meaning earthenw.w. 

It is incorrect to assume that 
Boxing Day immediately 
follows Christmas Day. It 
fell on the next weekday. If 
Christmas Day was a Friday, 
Boxing Day was Monday. 



IT was named Le Chalet and 
when it was first built in the 
early years of this century in 
Elder St, Lambton, people 
would come from all over the 
district in their buggie to look 
at the house and its magnifi. 
cent rose garden. 

It was built for Mr Arthur 
!,ydney Payne, his wife, 
Thuraa, and their family of five 
sons and three daughters, by a 
Newcastle builder, Mr Bill 
Kni1ht. 

Arthur Payne was a well
known butcher and Mr Knight 
also built the family's butcher 
shops, which at one time could 

1 be found in Lambton, New 
Lambton and Waratah. 

Mr Payne was born at L_yd
ney Park near Ra;vmond Ter
race (hence his middle name) 
and in his teens went to work 
for a Newcastle butcher. 

One of his jobs was to row 
out to incoming sailing ships 
seeking orders for meat. These 
'butcher boats', as they were 
called, were used by many 
Newcastle butchers and be
came part of the city's mari
time history. 

By the time h� was 20 
Arthur Payne had his own 
small business in Alma Rd, 
New Lambton. At the same 
time he was studying homeo• 
pathy and became so well
known in this field that, in 
later years, people would 
travel great distances to con• 
suit him. 

Over the next few years he 
was to move his business to 
Regent St, New Lambton, and 
a second shop at Lambton. 
Later he bought a property in 
New Lambton South on which 
a slaughterhouse had been 
built. This became known as 
Payne's Paddock and is still 
so-called by some residents of 
the New Lambton-Lambton 
area. 

Arthur Payne was to use 
the slaughterhouse for his 
business and the land for graz
ing and to exercise his show
jumping horses. His interest in 
showjumpers seems to have 
begun in 1902 when he success• 
fully entered two horses in the 
Newcastle Show. From then on 
his interest in horses never 
flagged, and over the ensuing 
years the Payne f mily horses 
were to win majo prizes at all 
the big shows. 

B Norm Barne 

Yesterday: Le Chalet when it was newly built in the early 
years of the century. 

Today: The well-cared-for house is still pleasing to the eye. 

Mr Payne became i,o knowl
edgeable about cattle and 
sheep that his fellow butchers 
entrusted him to purchase 
stock for them. It was said that 
he often carried up to £1000 of 
other butchers' money in his 
pocket. 

He also bought and sold 
horses, some of which were 
shipped to India. His great 
interest in horses was reflected 
in Le Chalet for at the rear of 
the propertr he built stables 
and Jockeys rooms. The house 
included imported tiles, bricks 
and 'nterior materials. 

Mr Payne was also involved 
in c mmunity affairs, serving 

as a Lambton council alder• 
man for many years and being 
elected mayor four times. He 
died in 1917 only a few days 
after attending cattle sales at 
East Maitland. Le Chalet was 
to remain in the family for 
some years before being sold. 

Today Payne's Paddock is 
part of New Lambton South, 
mcluding a school and park. 
Sixty years or more ago it was 
not only used to exercise the 
Payne family's horses and 
graze cows, it was also a play
ground for children, who 
would swim in the creek (now 
a stormwater drain) and at• 
tempt to jump the hurdles used 
for the horses. 

All smiles: At the Delany Hotel last night to farewell NBN newsreader Chris Bath, second 
from left, were Amanda Bolger, Ian Buchanan and Jayne Anderson. 
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40 years on, few recall traffic stopper 

By MIKE SCANLON 
Staff Reporter 

WHEN the wind rushes 
through the trees in Civic 
Park, you can almost hear 
the echo down the years. 

Of when the green park 
was a dust bowl and a rail
way line ran through it. 

Forty years ago 
tomorrow, a sooty steam 
train crossed that dust bowl, 
hauling a noisy convoy of 
wooden coal hoppers. 

The hissing, clanking loco 
briefly disrupted city traffic 
as it had done daily for dec
ades as it crossed Hunter St. 

But this journey was dif
ferent. August 23, 1954, was 
to be the last day a train 
would use the Burwood Line. 

City workers, some with 
flags and streamers, left their 
desks to witness the end. 

A little earlier, schoolchil
dren at The Junction gave 
the black train a rousing 
cheer as it trundled past. 

For the previous 50 years, 
the Glebe coal train had been 
a familiar sight carrying coal 
from the small, now-forgot
ten pits of Hillside, Hillside 
Extended, Glebe End and 
GlebeMain. 

But suddenly, within 
about a week, all were closed. 
Coal markets were scarce, 
the miners were told. 

Mr Tom Winton, 73, of 
Carey Bay, remembers when 
the coal-laden train made 
two daily trips into New
castle, then one trip, then 
only two or three a week. 

A former pit deputy at 
Hillside Extended, he be
lieves the real reason behind 
the mine closures was the in
convenience caused by the 
train as it crossed Hunter St. 

'I remember the last train 

Train of thought: Retired pit workers, from left, Tom Winton and Ken and Norm Leigh 
reminisce about their mining days. Top: The last Glebe coal train crosses Hunter St. 

trip like it was yesterday,' he 
said as he reminisced with 
his brothers-in-law, Ken and 
Norm Leigh, on the former 
Hillside mine site at Myam
blah Oval, below Scenic 
Drive. 

'My father-in-law, Mr Le
igh, once had the lease of 
Hillside, and someone asked 
me to give a talk on the place 
- early mining days, the pit
horses, etcetera - so I went
back there a few years ago,'

Mr Winton said.
'I hardly knew the place. 

It took me a while to get my 
bearings. 

'Where the oval is now 

was a gully. They just made 
the banks steeper and pushed 
the dirt back to form the 
playing field. 

'Hillside was a little drift 
working, producing maybe 80 
tons of coal a day with two 
workers on the pit top and 12 
underground, 14 all up .... 

'They said back then 
there'd never be any houses 
there but now you're hard 
pressed to find a spare build
ing block.' 

Mr Winton said many 
younger people did not know 
about the Civic Park railway 
or about the four pits it 
served to the e d. 

'The coal railway used to 
run down Morgan St once. 

'The Glebe Main pit was 
about where Takari Place is 
now and the Glebe End pit 
almost opposite, into the hill 
below present City Rd. 

'Even The Junction got its 
name because it was where 
four rail lines met.' 

The Burwood Line passed 
along what is now Glovers 
Lane, Cooks Hill, under 
Laman St, across Civic Park, 
across King St and into Bur
wood St, which itself is set to 
disappear under a propose� 
$55million office and retail 
development. 
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ew liall to rise from 

church and convent sale 

PROPERTY 

ELLEN CONNOLLY 

THE land on which this historic 
church and convent stand was sold 
to the Catholic Church in 1861 for a 
generous £50, a fraction of what it is 
worth today. 

St Bede's Church in Morpeth was 
built about November, 1870 on land 
acquired from Edward Charles 
Close. 

During weekdays the church was 
used as a school. 

On the next block is Morpeth 
Convent which was opened on 
August 15, 1909, at a cost of £2500 
for use by the Sisters of Mercy. 

It is a fine example of Federation 
architecture with a wide hallway, re
ception room and chapel featuring 
magnificent leadlight windows. 

Also on the ground level of the 
convent is a spacious lounge room 
with open fireplace, dining room, 
study and kitchen with pantry. 

A carved timber staircase leads to 
the six bedrooms, most of which 
overlook the 1700sq metre block. 

Church sale: St Bede's Church and Morpeth Convent are expected to raise a total of more than $450,000 
when they are sold at auction. 

The convent has remained virtu
ally untouched since the 1800s but 
appears to be in good order. 

MORPETH 
>$450,000 

With its open space and high cei
lings St Bede's Church may be suit
able for residential conversion. 

An old school house in the 
grounds could also be used. 

ding on the convent was expected to 
start at about $300,000 while the 
church was expected to sell for more 
than $150,000. 

Bird said the Trustees of the 
Rom n Catholic Church would use 
part of the money to build a 
com unity hall. 

The property will be open for in
spection on Thursdays between 
1.30pm and 2.30pm and Saturdays 
from 11am to noon before the auc-' 
tion. 

24James St, Morpeth. St Bede's Q111rch and 
convent. Brick and iron; six bedrooms, large 
liVing areas, chapel, veranda. Convent - over 

Agent Mr Rodney Bird said bid-
For more in rmation contact 

L.J. Hooker, Mait nd, on 33-5511.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1996 

Dalwood House open for inspection 

DAL WOOD house is a historic building located 
on the property of the Wyndham Estate Winery. 

The house was built around 1928 by George 
1 Wyndham, one of the Hunter Region's most influ

ential pioneers. 
An early and rare example of Greek Revival 

architecture, the house was allowed to deterio
rate into a ramshackle derelict shell when it was 
no longer needed. 

The National Trust, assisted by donations  

from Brian McGuigan, began restoration of the 
house in 1985. 

It is now almost completely restored to its orig
inal state. 

Dalwood house will be open to the public 
tomorrow. 

The entry cost of $2 per person goes towards 
further restoration of the building. 

You can find Dalwood House on the Wyndham 
Estate Winery at Dalwood, via Branxton. ■

$150,000. Chl.!Iql - over $300,000. 



Hamilton 
hospital 
reborn as 
art gallery 

FETTERCAIRN, the one-time 
dlaternity hospital in Hamilton, is 
about to undergo a rebirth as an art 
gallery after narrowly escaping 
demolition. 

The new owner, Newcastle artist 
Philip Gordon, intends to devote the 
next six to 12 months repairing earth
quake damage to the two-storey house 
and converting it to + 
an art gallery to 
show his own and 
other people's 
work. 

He plans to use 
the upper level as 
offices and a studio, 
although he is not 
expecting work on 
the house will leave 
much spare time for Mr Gordon
the art that won him a TAFE medal 
last year from the Hamilton college. 

The large, lush garden at the rear 
w,ill be used to show off pieces of sculp
ture and as a pleasant place for gallery 
viewers to sit. 

New life: The former maternity hospital of Fettercairn, in Hamilton's Lindsay St, is to be turned into an art 
gallery after being saved from demolition. 

� · Mr Gordon's plans mark a new era 
ip Fettercairn's cheq�ered history. 

The mansion was badly damaged in 
the 1989 earthquake and its former 
owner, . surgeon Dr Jam

r
s Holley, 

sought demolition approval rom New
castle council. 

Dr Holley had spent 10 years fully 
restoring the house but was given a 
quote of $750,000 to repair the earth
quake damage. 

(Mr Gordon says he expects to 
spend about $150,000 on it, but engin
eers who had looked at it with a view 
to buying believed they could get away 
with repairs for only about $60,000.) 

••• ,. 

Councillors inspected the lovely old 
building and believed that ·someone 
would be prepared to buy it and rescue 
the house, originally built in 1903 as a 
private residence. 

Newcastle City Council refused the 
demolition after much debate. Then in 
November, 1990, the heritage branch 
of the State Planning Department also 

.( 
-.!. 

recommended ag�inst destroying the 
building. 

Fett.ercairn which is zoned com
mercial went �n the market in August, 
1992 \�ith a price tag of more than
$400' 000. But after lanquishing fo�
more' than a year it is understood t
have finally sold for around $300,000. 

. - Sally Croxtor

Then and now: The Winns store, corner of Hunter and Brown streets after a major expansion in 1920, left, and today, right. 

In 'late 1949, W Winn 1 
and Company became a 
public company, Winns 
Newcastle Limited. 

THE business began 
in a small shop in 
Hunter St in October, 
1878, when two brothers 
William and Isaac 
Winn, both Novocas
trians, founded a drap
ery business, and 
together with Mrs Aird, 
William's sister-in-law, 
opened a shop near the 
corner of Brown St. 

The shop was 
between two hotels - the 
Paragon Hotel and the 
Hunter River Hotel 
and had a frontage of 15 
feet (4.5m) and a depth 
of 30 (9m). 

The Winn family lived 
in rooms behind the 

shop, an area soon to be 
encroached by the 
expanding business. The 
dining room, kitchen 
and the yard soon 
became part of the shop. 

The opening of the 
store was well timed, for 
in 1879 gold was discov
ered in California and 
ships would call at New
castle to pick up sup
plies before crossing the 
Pacific. From its early 
days the shop adopted a 
slogan, 'The Utmost in 
Value, Quality and Ser
vice', 11nd kept to it 
throughout its almost 
100 years in Newcastle. 

In the 1890s, with the 

business well established, 
the Winn brothers went 
to England to study mar
keting and commercial 
development. 

In 1897, William 
Winn left Newcastle to 
open an allied business 
in Redfern. 

In 1901, the company 
bought a large block of 
land at the rear of the 
Hunter St shop and here 
a single storey building 
with a louvred roof was 
constructed; it came to 
be known as Th,e Palace. 

In 1903, the/business 
became a limi4Jd liabil
ity company, \¥ Winn 
and Company, 'l'ith Wil-

Ham and Isaac Winn as 
governing directors. 

Between 1908 and 
1913, the business 
expanded in Hunter St, 
taking over both hotels. 
A three-storey shop rose 
on the corner of Brown 
and Hunter streets. 

In 1924, land leased 
by the company fronting 
Brown St was pur
chased and the store 
again expanded. By 
then, and in less tn n 50 
years, the floor space of 
the store had grown 
from 450 sq feet (42 sq 
metr s) to more than 
80,00 sq feet (7432 sq 
metre ). 

Over its first 75 years 
the store went from 

I employing one shop 
assistant to 330. Some of 1 
its employees spent 
happy years working for I 
the company; in the 
·early 1950s it had many
who had worked at
Winns · for between 20
and 50 years.

The company kept up
with modern commercial
methods by modernising 1 

its departments. One of
its most popular ar('aS
was the Shortland Room,
which became renowned
for its catering; it speci
alised in weddings and
private gatherings.

The company used to 
hold annual picnics and 
there is a record of the 
Winn family and the 
employees taking the 
steamer Guthrey to 
Tomago on a Saturday 
afternoon in late

November, 1913. 
By then the company 

had introduced Easter 
Saturday as a 'whole 
holiday' for its employ
ees and on this Novem
ber afternoon, Mr W. J:i·
Winn announced, amid 
cheering, that the store 
would close all day on 
the Saturday after 
Christmas. 
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Local landmark: 

Saturday, September 10, 1994 The Crossroads famous

rotunda in 1960. 

-

Thirty years ago the Crossroads was a dusty intersection wit� just enough shops to serve its little community.

Now, with a $23million shopping centre planned for Glenda� the Crossroad.s is set to become a retail hub.

No pain, no gain,Ilo brain 
T

HERE is a peculiar ritual performed by
thousands of Australians every spring. It's 
called the body audit. People across Austra

lia throw off their winter clothes and stand in 
the nuddy in front of the mirror horrified. Well, 
it's hard to be enthusiastic when winter has 
turned you into a not so lovely cross between 
Dolly Parton and a jelly fish. Or, in the case of a 
man, into a Homer Simpson candle after melt 
down. 

KERRY CUE We all know the pathway to improved body tone 
involves hard slog and celery sticks. But we are still 
tempted by the easy way out - cosmetic surgery. 
I've been leafing through some brochures. 

From the outset I have to say I admirefeople who surgeon use? Guess work. A girl could end up with a
front up for cosmetic surgery. Even i my jowls lopsided bust line and tendency to walk sideways. 
slipped half way down my throat and I could tuck As for a bottom lift, I've always had my doubts. 
my backside into the top of my socks, I wouldn't vol- I'm sure it would offer great lumbar support having 
unteer for cosmetic surgery. It's the pain, you see. I your buttocks in the middle of your back. But what 
know about the pain. I had my appendix out once. are you meant to sit on? Your new up!).olstered face? 
And I'm never having them out again. Then there's liposuction. I used to like the idea of 

I thought the surgeon must have accidently con- running a high-powere!i vacuum cleaner over my 
nected my bladder to my tonsils because I couldn't wobbly bits to suck out the wobble. Then I had sec
straighten up for a fortnight. For weeks I tripped ond thoughts. Nothing short of laying depth charges 
about the place looking like the hunchback of Notre along my hips would shift my stock of cellulite. S_o 
Dame in high heels. Yet the appendix is, as body bits how high-powered is this liposuction device? And if 
go, useless. it can 'move my cellulite, what's to stop it sucking 

Faces, by comparison, strike me as being rather out a kidney, my gall bladder and half my small 
useful. I can't imagine fronting up for a facelift. This intestine at the same time? I lost interest but I did 
is an operation where your nose is, more or less, left wonder where all that slurped out fat went. Now I 
as an anchor point while they rip off the rest of your . know. 
face. 

I would never front for a breast lift either. I'm not 
sure what hydraulic arrangements are involved -
perhaps helium balloon implants. But I would be 
worried about nipple alignment. They use compu�
ers to align car wheels. But what does a cosmetic 

There is a new procedure out now called fat trans
planting: It had to happen. They take fat from your 
big bit and whack it in your sagging bit. According to 
the brochure the fat is usually 'harvested' - they 
must have some sort of combine harvester in the 
surgery - from the buttocks or abdomen and 
injected into wrinkles. Now instead of bags under 
your eyes, you can wear your bum on your face. 

There is more. But, sorry girls, this one is for the 
boys. According to the brochure a man can undergo 
gruelling gym workouts and improve every bit of his 
anatomy, except one. I would have said his brain. 
But no, they are referring to the dangly bit. And now 
fat transplanting can be used to increase that bit 
too. 

So there it is boys. If you have a few rolls of fat, 
don't feel dejected. Think of the potential. With such 
a bumper harvest you could end up with a huge e o. 



reacherous coast brings 
aboard a humble saviour 
I

N May, 1897, the steamer 
Gulf of Mexico arrived in 
Newcastle with a precious 
cargo - a cargo that is 
still with us. 

It was a new lifeboat and it 
was to carry the name Victoria.

The official launching was 
later in the month, on May 27. 
On that day the lifeboat shed 
was gaily decorated for the occa
sion, with a floral arch at the 
entrance and the flags of many 
nations inside. 

Crowds gathered along the 
harbour foreshore to watch the 
launching of the new lifeboat, 
which took place at 3pm when 
the doors of the boat shed were 
opened and the boat emerged 
from it. 

The launching ceremony was 
performed by the chairman of 
the Lifeboat Committee, Captain 
Cross, who then handed the life
boat over to the Harbourmaster, 
Captain Newton, who in turn 
passed it on to the coxwain, A. 
McKinnon. 

The lifeboat was in fact the 
Victoria II. The boat she replaced 
was also named Victoria and she 
had served the port of Newcastle 
for 30 years. 

Newcastle's first lifeboat was 
like a whaleboat and totally 
unsatisfactory for rescue work in 
the area. The second one, built 
locally, proved to be too big and 
cumbersome for the work and 
was sold, to become a trading 
vessel plying between Port Ste
phens, Newcastle and Lake Mac
quarie. 

Another was built in Sydney 
but it too was unsuited to New
castle conditions and was techni
cally faulty. Yet another lifeboat 
was wrecked on Stockton Beach. 

In 1857, the NSW Govern
ment imported one from 
Englaml. Ten y-ears later, and a 
year after Newcastle's greatest 
maritime disaster - the loss of 
the Cawarra with 60 lives - it 
was replaced by the first Victo
ria. 

At the May, 1897, launching of 
Victoria II the Psalm 107 was 
read, and crow sang the hymn 
with the lines: 

0 hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 
Before christening the new 

lifeboat, Captain Cross asked 
those gathered to remember the 
old lifeboat, now resting in the 
dock after her 30 years' service. 
(A few months later, in August, 
1897, tl}e old lifeboat was 

Moment of truth: Crowds gather for the launch of the lifeboat Victoria II on May 27, 1897. 

,, 
, 

the time of launching 22 men 
were available for service in her. 
The 22 were all employed by the 
Pilot Department and it was a 
condition of employment that 
they man the boat when 
required. 

For this the men received £1 a 
month plus 25 shillings if the 
lifeboat was called out in 'ordi
nary' weather and double this 
amount if they had to man the 
boat in bad weather. The boat
swain was paid £3 and his assis
tant £2 each time the boat went 
out. Each of the crew was 
insured for £200. 

The Victoria II was to see 
plenty of action over the years it 
was in service, including going to 
some of Newcastle's most famous 
wrecks such as the Adolphe, the 
Regent Murray, the Merksworth
and the Wendouree. She went to 
the rescue of many ships on and 
near the dreaded Oyster Bank, 
off Stockton. 

The Victoria II was last called 
out for rescue work on July 23, 
1921. She was also put on 
stand-by in mid-November, 1931, 
but was not required. 

The lifeboat's last crew was 
terminated in late April, 1946. 
and the boat itself on June 30 of 
the same year. She was stored 
for a period in a wool store on 
Wharf Rd then to the Oak fac
tory at Hexham where she was 
on public display for many years. 

In April, 1978, Victoria II was 
moved to Waratah then, about 
three months later, to the New
castle Maritime Museum at Fort 

" Scratchley. 

TIMES PAST 

NORM BARNEY 

relaunched as the Seamen's 
Bethel Mission boat.) 

He said that the first Victoria
had a splendid record, 'one that 
was equal to that of any lifeboat 
in the world', while the men who

had manned her in past days had 
earned for themselves equally 
splendid reputations. 

After the new lifeboat was 
named it 'glided down the ways' 
amid the cheers of the large 
crowd. A 10-gun salute was fired 
as the lifeboat hit the water. 

The boat was built in London 

Ship ahoy: The first time the boat took to the water. 
by Messrs Forrest and Son. Con- The Victoria II also carried a 
structed of mahogany, it was 39ft compass, lifebuoys, water, provi
(11.9m) in length, with a beam of sions and signalling equipment. 
9ft 3in (2.8m). She was fitted to Coxwain McKinnon also carried 
carry a jib and two lugsaib. She a small rocket apparatus of his 
also had three water-ballast own design. 
tanks and two fins or centre- The total cost of the lifeboat, 
boards. She was fitted with eight including the fittings and freight 
valves to clear water in heavy from England, was £800. 
sea, and a double set of oars. he carried a crew of 14 and at 

IRELAND takes it name from 
the Old Irish 'eirin', which 
meant lush and green. 

wanderers of the globe. 
In the 5th century, the Scotti moved 

over to the north of Britain, which 
was previously known as 
Caledonia, or The Land 

This is reflected in the poetic 
Emerald Isle, as coined in When 
Erin First Rose, a 1795 poem 
by William Orenman, the Irish 
poet and patriot. 

As for Scotland, in pure terms 
this, too, means Land of the Irish. 

The Gaelic 'scuit', meaning to 
wander or rove,produced the 
Latin 'scotti' to describe the 
Irish, who are the proverbial 

of the Hard Men. 
Britain was originally Land of the 

Pretani but the Romans comJPted 
this to 'Britani' through bad 
transliteration. 

In the 5th century, the Britani had 
to hide in northern France to 
escape the invading Teutons, 
hence Britanny. 

In 1985 a Government grant of 
$30,000 helped to restore the 
boat. Further work had been 
done on the boat and she now 
sits in the museum's boat shed, 
which itself has been rebuilt. 

On Friday, October 21, the 
Victoria II will again attract 
attention when she will be the 
centre piece of the official open
ing of the revamped and enclosed 
Boat Gallery. 

She will be in the permanent 
company of other boats linked to 
Newcastle's maritime history, 
including a restored butcher 
boat, a work boat, an engine from 
an old harbour ferry, a skiff, and 
a smaller life boat from the Iron
Wyndham. 

The Boat Gallery will be open 
to the public from Saturday, 
October 22. 



' 
Y-.�-

�-

•tt ... -�·� •• ' 

• ,4, . ·'".

' ... �-· .. __ -

f':i 
'· '� 

Popular place: A picnic crowd by the lake at Speers Point in 1901. The park continues to give pleasure to people today.
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ASTlE BEACH: BEHIND

THE CROWD (LEFl) ARE THE

NEWCASTLE SURF CLUB'S

ROOMS. IN THE BACK·

GROUND (RIGH'O IS PIPITEA

PAH (BUILT IN 1902), THEN

THE HOME OF THE "ZAARA

FAMILY, WHICH LATER

BECAME A PRIVATE HOSPl-

·TAL IN THE CENTRE IS THE

BEACHES GUESTHOUSE, A

fAVOURITE RESORT FOR 

COUNTRY VISITORS. IT WAS 

BUILT IN 1910 AS THE 'NEW-
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As it was: Edward Box, leaning against the post, outside his Elder St butcher's shop in May, 1908.
IT was typical of small shops 

in small townships in the early 
years of this century. 

Edward Box was a well-known 
family butcher in Lambton for 
many years. Born at W aratah in 
1876, he moved when young with 
his parents to Lambton. 

He learned his trade working for a providoring business in the '
city, a trade that was to servehim well in butcher's shops heowned, first in Elder St and thenin Dickson St, Lambton. 

He worked for a period atNewcastle Abattoirs - he wasthe second man employed there- and supervised the building ofits saleyards and the planting ofan avenue of trees. He was alsoforeman of the meat by-productsdepartment. He was injured in aboiler accident at the abattoirtowards the end of World War I.It was after this that he opened his butcher shop in Dickson St.

The same site today: Another building replacing the old shopand a vehicle with a different 'horse power' outside it.

Edward Box was a butcher in Lambton at a time when thetownship was emerging fromsome of the problems associatedwith its electricity supply. 
It was the first area in Newcastle to give its residents electric power (in 1890) but the cost of providing such a service was to haunt the Lambton council for many years and at one timesome of the local aldermen spent a short period in jail over a controversy regarding loan repayments for the power service.

Mr Box was a well-establishedresident of Lambton in 1908when another controversy wasunfolding. At the time some residents contributed quarterly towhat was called the Resident

Doctor Fund. It was a system
begun many years earlier by the
Lambton Colliery miners' lodge
and a local doctor, but it had
come under criticism when one
doctor sold his practice without
consulting the subscribers. 

In February,1908, about 100
residents of Lambton met to dis
cuss appointing a medical com
mittee to look at the problem and
to see if they could come to an
understanding with the new doc
tor, Dr Harker.The practice had
been sold by Dr Cox who, accord
ing to one resident had disposed
of his practice 'regardless of the
wishes of the subscribers'. 

Residents wanted an agree
ment with Dr Harker that woul 
provide for a aximum fee fi 
certain service and 'also for se • 
vices to be rend ed for the qua ·· 
terly fee'. D Harker w s 
described as be· 1g a 'highly qu 

city. 

ified young man, and who,although only a recent arrival in the town, had impressed the subscribers very favourably'. 
An agreement was reachedand Dr Harker said that he was 'here to stay and work in harmony with people'. 
Edward Fox was later tobecome involved in the community, serving on the LambtonMuncipal Council, including aterm as mayor in 1932. At hisdeath in 1949 he was presidentofLambton Mechanics' Institute.
The Elder St shop was later tobecome well-known as the local'ham and beef shop, or delicatessen. Today it has been replacedby a more 'modern' structure and

is a hair salon. Fittingly one ofEdward Box's grandsons, Stephen Box, runs a business adjacent to the old shop, in what was once the Box family residence.

�SINCE 
DID everybody 

v:OU knows that 
• i Bangkok is 

1KNOW• the c1;1pital
of Thatland, 
it's a pity 

t.here is no such place. 
That was the name of the old Sia
mese village flattened in 1782 to
make way for the building of the
new capital whose name is a stag
gering 146 letters long. 

Chang and Eng, the original Sia
mese twins, toured the world as a
two-man show before eventually
settling in the US with a thiving lit
tle business in the slave trade. 
Their main problem was that 
Chang was prone to pop the odd 
cork, forcing his teetotal brother 
to sit up half the night only to 
wake with a raging hangover, not 
having touched a drop. 
They married two sisters and had 
22 children between them. 

Thais, ever a practical race,
abbreviated this to Krung Thep, 
which is the proper name for the 0 GRAEME ·DONALD 



HISTORY IN OUR STREETS B Norm Barne 

Then: The Benevolent Asylum and Lying-In Hospital at Waratah not long after it opened. 

FOR many residents of New
oastle, Lake Macquarie and the 
Hunter it was their place of birth. 
For some senior citizens it was 
home. 

But when it opened in May, 
1897, it was known as the Wara
tah Benevolent Asylum and 
Lying-in Hospital. Most people 
would remember it as the West
ern Suburbs Hospital. 

It was opened by the then Gov
ernor, Lord Hampden, who, with 
his wife and the official party, 
travelled by carriage from New
castle to Waratah on windy and 
dusty day at the beginning of May 
to officially open the building. 

The impetus for the building 
had come from a group of Newcas
tle women led by Mrs J. Ellis and 
including Mrs W. Arnott, wife of 
William Arnott. These women 
persuaded their husbands, and 
local Members of Parliament, that 
better accommodation was 
required for the needy and desti
tute of the district. The need had 
been partly met over the previous 
11 years by the Newcastle and 
Northumberland Benevolent Soci
ety, under whose auspices the 
new building was erected. 

A deputation to Sydney, includ
ing a strong .contingent of the 
women, persuaded the NSW Gov
ernment to promise £2000 in the 
1897 estimates for the construc
tion. of the buildin�. It was enough 
to authorise G. Sanders and Son 
to be commissioned to prepare 
plans for the building. Tenders 
were called and a contract was let 
for £5000 with builders Messrs 
Davis, Hardyman and Davis. 

The building was described as 
being of the Elizabethan style of 
architecture with the exterior 
walls of red double-pressed brick. 

Now: The building today after many alterations and additions, 
including an administration block built on the former driveway. 

These walls were all of 14 inch 
brickwork. The roof was covered 
with Welsh slate. 

The ground floor included sepa
rate waiting rooms, dispensaries 
and libraries, each for male and 
female residents. Also on the 
ground floor was a work room and 
three dining rooms, one for female 
residents and the other two for 
the matron and the nurses. The 
male residents' dining area was a 
building detached from the main 
structure. 

Two wards were named 
Queen's Jubilee (that was the 
year when Queen Victoria cele
brated 60 years on the throne) 
and Arnott. Double-hung cedar 
screen doors filled with stained 
glass, were at the entrance to the 
wards and each had a 10ft wide 
veranda. At the end of one was a 
sitting room for female residents. 
· On the first floor there was a
lying-in ward; a convalescent

ward; a married women's mater
nity ward; and sleeping quarters 
for the matron and nurses. 

Cottage homes for elderly mar
ried couples were built separate 
from the main building. 

The benevolent society not only 
looked after the new building. It

was also its responsibility to pro
vide meals for what were called 
'destitute wanderers' and Lord 
Hampden mentioned at the open
ing that the society's outdoor 
relief committee dealt with up to 
300 cases a month. He said that 
almost 250 of these could be called 
'chronic pauperism'. 

The ladies' committee, under 
the leadership of Mrs Ellis, was 
very active in raising funds for the 
new building. They even managed 
to convince a ship's captain to 
hold 'an entertainment aboard 
his ship in the middle of Newcas
tle Harbour for the society's 
benefit. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1996 9 

Hope farewells Lainour 

Final road: Bob Hope is assisted by his wife, Dolores, and others as they 
leave a memorial mass for Dorothy Lamour in Los Angeles on Thursday. 
Lamour, best known as the romantic sidekick in the Hope/Bing Crosby 
'Road' movies, died last Sunday at her home in North Hollywood aged 81. 
She was the daughter of a New Orleans waiter and waitress. 

IRAN ts not 
the new, 
n ame for 

belongs to me Is a long way removed 
from reality. 
In view of the current Gulf situation, it 
is fittingly ironic that 'Iraq' means 
much the same as 'Iran'. 

ToMoRRoW Gelon1G5 
Persia; lranf.. 

IC.Now• ans had 
been calling 

.1 the country 
• Iran for centuties, and in 1935
Issued an official demand that all
others did likewise,
The name is derived from the Old
Persian for noble as, indeed, la
'Aryan'.
In fact, the Iranians are Aryans, so
the popular image of the blonde
littler Youth singing Tomorrow

Nor ls Istanbul the •new' name for 
COnstantinopte • 
Again, only-foreigners used Contan
tinople. 
So fed up did the Tur1<s become that, 
In 1930, not only did they demand 
International recognition of 'Istanbul', 
they also returned all mall addressed
to Constantinople, marking it 'no such
address'. �

· 0 GRUME OONALD
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Taking 
the Mickey 
a Plane 
Crazy idea 

Miami, Friday. ·_ The first 
known sketches of Mickey Mouse, 
drawn as Walt Disney launched 
his empire and discovered only in 
the past few years, now belong to 
the International Museum of Car
toon Art. 

Mr Stephen Geppi, the owner 
of Diamond Comics Distributors 
gave the complete six-page, 36: 
p�nel story�oard for Plane Crazy, 
Mickey's first movie, to the
museum. 

The pencil sketches, which the 
museum estimates are worth mil
lions, are th'e outline for Mickey's 
first silent movie in 1928, which 
spoofed the flying craze at the 
time of aviator Charles Lind
bergh. 

'You might say it's our Mona
Lisa,' said Mr Mort Walker, presi
dent and founder of the museum
and creator of Beetle Bailey. 

'It gives us a high identity. If 
(Mr Geppi) has faith in us to give 
us that valuable drawing, I'm 
sure other people will follow suit. 
I still get chills all over my body
thinking about it.' 

The sketches are expected to 
boost the cartoon museum, which 
is under construction in down
town Boca Raton, Florida. 

The museum is scheduled to 
open next year and be fitted out
fully by 1997. 

Steamboat Willie was released 

Unpleasant day 

. 
Sacred scribble: The story board for Plane Crazy, a 1927 drawing of Mickey
and Minnie Mouse. • ... ,.111,.picture

first in 1928, because it was a 
talking movie but Plane Crazy
was the first Mickey movie
made. 

lie but animation collectors and 
historians have been in the know. 

,.. 
·'

Mickey Mo e's escapades as 
an aviator prec ded his career as 
a riverbo�t capt in, a fact that is 
not generally kn wn by the pub-

-----------�-_____:_ 

'It's one of the most sought-af
ter drawings in the collectable 
world,' said Ms Elyse Luray. 
Marx, an animation appraiser 
with Christie's East. AP 

for an unpleasant cict 
F

RIDAY, May 21, 1897, 
in East Maitland, was a 
gloomy and unpleasant 
day, punctuated with 
intermittent heavy 

showers. 
At Maitland Jail, in a passage 

formed by the northern wall of the 
jail and the north-western wing of 
the buildings, a raised platform 
had been built with 16 steps lead
ing up to it. The floor was 7ft 6in 
(2.28metres) above the ground. 

On the platform a scaffold had 
been built and directly below it 
was a trapdoor opening on to a 
bricked pit 5ft Gin (l.68metres) 
deep. 

At seven minutes past nine on 
that May morning Charles Hines, 
52, walked from his cell in the 
south-eastern wing of the jail, 
accompanied by two warders, one 
on each side, and with two men, 
named Howard and Godkin, 
behind him. The prisoner wore a 
cap and prison garb; his hands 
were tied behind his back and his 
legs tied at the ankles. The group 
was.joined by Archdeacon Tyrell, 
who led them towards the scaf
fold, reciting the service of the 
dead as he did so. 

A few weeks earlier, on March 
31, 1897, Charles Hines had been 
convicted in Maitland Circuit 
Court before Chief Justice, '.::i.-

TIMES PAST 
NORM BARNEY 

Frederick Darley, on the charge 
'That he did at Gundy, in the col
ony of New South Wales, on 1st 
May, 1890, without her consent, 
ravish and carnally know Mary 
Emily Haynes.' 

Mary Haynes was said to be 
13½ at the time of the offence and 
her mother, deceased by the time 
of the court case, was then mar
ried to Hines. 

In court, Hines described him
self as a grazier and farmer, and 
admitted that he had been inti
mate with the girl about 5½ years 
earlier when he was living at 
Ellerston. 

He told the court that he had 
'never done anything indecent 
against the girl's will'. He denied 
the evidence of a wil,ness that his 
stepchildren were terrified of him. 

HISTORY IN OUR STREETS 

Mary's sister, Mabel, two and 
half years younger, told the court 
that Hines had also been intimate 
with her from the time she was 12 
years old. Hines did not deny it 
and said the he understood that 
he had 'been the moral ruin of the 
two girls'. 

In summing up, Hines's counsel 
admitted that his client might be 
accused of being a 'moral monster 
whose very appearance must be 
loathsome to every decent man in 
the country' but urged the jury to 
remember that Hines's 'moral 
degradation' would imperil his life 
unless they (the jury) 'held the 
scales of justice with thorough 
impartiality'. He also pointed out 
that Mary had returned to Hines 
without coercion. 

The Chief Justice said that it 
was a case which 'perhaps 
required as much care on the part 
of the jury as any case ever heard 
in the colony'. He called the case 
'unique' and added that no other 
case of the kind had ever come 
before a jury in the colony, and it 
was to be hoped that the admis
sions of the nature of those made 
by the accused would not be made 
again in a court of law. 

The jury retired at 6pm and 
returned at 9pm with a verdict of 
guilty, after first seeking the legal 
definition of 'the difference in the 

As it was: The house that later became Woodlands was the home of Wallsend Colliery 
manager Mr Alexander Ross and family when this photograph was taken in March, 1900. 

IT is a house with a became a poultry farm. was ready for its official open-
chequered history. In 1944, the District Council ing. It was announced in late 

Built as a mine manager's of the United Protestant Associ- December that the first 10 
residence in the 1860s, it  ation decided to establish a children would come from 
underwent alterations in the home for destitute children. South Grafton, Woy Woy, and 
1880s to emerge as one of the They looked first at Windeyer Newcastle. 
finest houses in the Wallsend House, Tornago, (a house that When the home was offi. 
area. could have accommodated up to cially opened on December 16, 

Mine managers and their 40 children) before deciding, in 1944, by Sir Frederick Stewart,
families occupied it for almost August, 1944, on Woodlands. there were six children in the 
70 years and during that time it It was stated at the time that home, five girls and a boy. It 
acquired the name it is known the venture would not interfere was called 'Woodlands' Child-

crime in the case of a girl under 14 
years of age with and without con
sent'. 

Sir Frederick Daley then sen
tenced Hines to death. 

At the trial Hines was 
described as being a powerful man 
with 'a well-fleshed frame, and in 
robust health'. Seven weeks later 
when he went to the gallows, his 
beard gone and his hair close
cropped, he looked much thinner. 

Hines did not eat any 'hearty' 
breakfast on his final morning. He 
refused food and on the Thursday 
night he had little sleep, prefer
ring to read and pray. It was said 
t.hat he freely admitted that he 
had done wrong but did not 
believe he had performed an act 
'for which his life should be for
feited'. 

When he reached the area of 
the scaffold, Hines found an offi
cial party waiting to witness his 
execution, including the prison 
governor, a magistrate, a doctor, a 
senior police officer, and represen
tatives of the Press. 

As Hines mounted the first step 
to the scaffold, Archdeacon Tyrell 
placed his hand on his shoulder 
and said: 'God bless you; good
bye'. 

On reachi the floor of the 
scaffold Hine turned to those 
gathered and without the slight-

est trepidation or anxiety, and in 
measured tones said 'Gentlemen, 
I am not guilty of this charge. I 
told the judge so, but he disbe• 
lieved me. May the Lord have 
mercy on my soul. Good-bye all.' 

Hines then moved his head in
the direction of the executioner, 
Howard, and in an almost inaudi
ble tone said 'I am ready.' 

Howard dropped the flap of the
cap over the prisoner's face, 
quickly fixed the loop of the kn.Pt-, 
ted rope, and with a silent sign;µ, 
instructed his assistant, Godk,in, 
to draw the bolt. 

Death was instant for Hines: 
There was not a quiver as he 'was 
hurled into eternity painlessly but 
with awful suddenness'. 

The body remained suspended 
for about 20 minutes before being 
removed. Later that day, Charles 
Hines was buried in the Anglican 
cemetery, East Maitland. 

The execution of Charles Hines 
was the last at Maitland Jail (the 
one before had been in 1871 when 
Michael McMahon was han�d 
after being found guilty of mur
der). 

It happened 49 years after the 
last } anging in Newcastle, at the 
old ewcastle Jail on the hill over
look g the ocean at Newcastle 
Eas 

By Norm Barney 

matron. At the opening the 
UPA announced its plans for 
1945; children's homes to be 
opened at South Grafton and 
Maitland, and a home for Brit
ish war orphans in Sydney. 
There were also plans to pur
chase land adjoining Wood
lands for a girls' home. 

Today there is a 40-bed hostel, 
21 serviced apartments and 46 
self-care units on the site. 

Woodlands was home to both 
girls and boys for about 1 year 
before the girls were trans
ferred to the promised Maitland 
home, 'Ellimatta'. 

The old mine manager's resi
dence became the nucleus of 
Woodlands Boys' Horne. It was 
to remain that way until the 
early 1980s when the UPA 
decided to establish a retire
ment village on the property. 

The association also decided 
to refurbish the old house, get
ting rid of the dormitories and 
restoring it as close as possible , 
to the way it looked in its hey
day. 

Today, the ground floor of 
the old house is a recreation 
area for residents of the retire
ment village and the upper 
floor has been turned into a 
large and a small flat. 

In almost 130 years Wood
lands has been home to fami
lies, to children, and today is an 
important adjunct to the retire
ment village and the hostel. 

, as today, Woodlands. Between with the long-term plans of the ren's Home of the United Prot
the departure of last of the UPA to establish a full-scale estant Association and had 
mine managers and it becoming home. Week-end working bees accommodation for 23 children. 
a home for destitute children, began almost immediately and Mr A.Connerton was,appointed 
the Woodlands property by mid-December Woodlands superintendent with his wife as 
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Rudd's Pub: Much of Steele Rudd's Dad and Dave tales were written in this tiny drinking hole in southern Queensland. 

Meet Dad and Dave at the pub 
By DAVID PAIN 

I
T c mes as a shock to most 
Aus ralians to learn that 
Dad d Dave never lived 

in Gun agai where the Mur
rumbid 's flowing. 

That yth was perpetrated 
by the re owned theme music 
of the long-running radio 
soapy of t e 1930s. A film ver
sion, On our Selection, was 
made in 1938. (A new screen 
version of the famous Dad and 
Dave adventures is in produc
tion. It stars Leo McKern as 
Dad, Geoffrey Rush as Dave 
and Joan Sutherland as Mum.) 

Although Dad and Dave, 
Mum and Mabel, and several 
other memorable bush charac
ters were also mythical, they 
evolved from the pen and from 
the extremely hard life of a 
very unmythical character, 
Steele Rudd. 

Rudd wrote most of the 

famous Dad and Dave stories 
while living in the tiny town
ship of Nobby, 38km south of 
Toowoomba in southern 
Queensland. These yarns are 
about the district and its char
acters of whom Dad and Dave 
and family are truer than life 
itself. 

One place where Steele 
Rudd used to enjoy writing bis 
Dad and Dave anecdotes was 
what is now known as Rudd's 
Pub in Tooth St, the main 
street of Nobby. 

The old pub with its uneven 
floors and old furnishings 
oozes the authentic atmo
sphere of those difficult pio
neering days. 

Visitors are intrigued by the 
historic photo collection of 
Rudd's era that cover the 
walls alongside old farm 
imple nts and other emo
rabilia f the day. 

Hea thy country style 
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meals, although apparently 
prepared to fill the stomach 
crevices of the stoutest of 
manual workers, certainly fit 
the decor and character of the 
pub. 

This is further enhanced by 
a storyteller, Frank Mullins, 
who reads selected Dad and 
Dave yarns from Steele Rudd's 
books. Frank was an actor, 
often heard in ABC radio 
plays. His readings are profes
sionally and rigorously deliv-
ered. 

He will recite in the very 
room, the Heritage Lounge, 
where Rudd wrote so many of 
his works. Or he will perch 
himself on a bar stool to read 
to guests during their meal. 
His lively renditions have 
often made the visitor forget 
to go on eating. 

Within walking distance of 
Rudd's b is the village cem
etery wh re the gravest�mes 

reflect the hardships of the 
past and present. One of the 
graves is that of Sister Eliza
beth Kenny who grew up in 
Nobby and who rose to world
wide eminence for her revolu
tionary treatment of poliomy
elitis or infantile paralysis. 

A few steps from Rudd's Pub 
in Tooth St is Nobby Heritage 
Stores. The accent here is on 
heritage, featuring arts, crafts 
and collectables. It was 
opened in 1898, closed in 1972, 
then reopened in its former 
style in 1994. 

Eugene and Vicki Hollis
Neath, who run Rudd's Pub, 
reckon they are not only 
restoring and maintaining the 
memory and artefacts of one 
of Australia's most appreci
ated authors, but are preserv
ing the memory of the legend
ary Dad and Dave who for so 
many years gave so much plea
sure to so many Australians. 

Finaljourneywraps up Lamour's career 
LOS ANGELES, Monday. -

Actress Dorothy Lamour, best 
known for her role as the sultry, 
romantic sidekick in the string of 
'Road' movies starring Bob Hope 
and Bing Crosby, died yesterday. 
She was 81. 

Ms Lamour died at her home in 
North Hollywood with her assis
tant, Ms Donna Matsook, at her 
bedside, Mr Frank Liberman, her 
friend and former publicist, said. 
He said the e�act cause of death 
was not immediately known. 

The image of Ms Lamour that 
endures from movies of the 1930s 
and 1940s is of a breezy, seductive 
heroine clad in a colourful sarong. 
She first donned one of the sexy 
wraparound skirts in her film 

'Breezy' heroine: Dorothy Lamour. 

debut in Jungle Princess in 193 6, 

and she would _find herself in simi

lar attire in many movies to come. 
Ms Lamour's big break came 

with her first role in a Hope
Crosby film, The Road to Singa- . 
pore in 1940, and she went on to 
make a series of 'Road' pictures 
with the legendary comic duo. 

Apart from her 'Road' movie 
roles, her career as a Hollywood 
star was relatively shortlived. But 
her seductive beauty and lively, 
self-mocking humour brought her 
continued popularity in nightclubs 
and on stage and television. 

The daughter of a New Orleans 
waiter and waitress, Ms Lamour 
was born Mary Leta Do'rothy Kau
meyer. She later adopted the 
name Laxpour, a ariation of her 
stepfathei\'s nam Lambour. 

It was a the oil to Hope and 
Crosby in the ' oad' movies -

films that combined adventure, 
slapstick and zany humour - that 
Lamour shone. Some of her other 
movies with them included Roa,d 
to Morocco (1942), They Got Me 
Covered (1943), Road to Utop ia 
(1946) and Road to Rio (1947). 

In 195 3 Paramount reunited 
her with Hope and Crosby in the 
successful Road to Bali. She then 
announced her retirement to raise 
her two sons by advertising execu
tive William Ross Howard III, who 
died in 1978 after 35  years of mar
riage. 

She appeared in John Ford's Dono

van's Reef (1963) and Pajama Game 

(1965) and appeared as late as 1987 
in Creepshow II, as a woman who is 
brutally murdered. R_.,. 



A man of w-ide horizons 

I
N early January, 1863, a 
26-year-old Novocastrian
was appointed shipping 
master for the Port of New
castle. 

Clarence Hewson Hannell was 
to bold the position for more than 
43 years but to Newcastle he was 
more than a shipping master. He 
was a man of enormous energy and 
of great generosity. He was said to 
have been good-natured and 
genial. He was also a very frank 
man, given to speaking his mind. 

His father was James Hannell, 
who was both the first Mayor of 
Wickham and of Newcastle. 

Born in Newcastle in October, 
1836, Clarence, or Clarrie as most 
people called him, was educated at 
the old Newcastle Grammar 
School. At age 18 he spent a year in 
England before returning to New
castle. For a short time he was 
involved in the private shipping 
industry before beginning a public 
career. It was said that as the 
owner of several sailing vessels, 
part of what used to be called the 
Mosquito Fleet, he amassed a con
siderable fortune. 

TIMES PAST 
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of Shakespeare. He studied several 
of the major Shakespearian roles 
and on one occasion he appeared 
with one of the leading Shake
spearian actors of the day, William 
Creswick, at the Victoria Theatre 
in Perkins St. 

One night he played Iago to 
Creswick's Othello and the follow
ing night the roles were reversed. 

He had musical talent, a family 
trait, and frequently appeared on 
the concert platform. Over the 
years he was involved with the 
Newcastle Musical Union, the Phil
harmonic Society, and a group 
called Liedertafel. 

.--: ....... ,:' - ' 
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When he took over as shipping 
master it was in a tiny office inside 
what had once been the stockade 
- the site of today's Customs
House. He described it as a build
ing 8ft square and so old and worn
that when it rained the water
poured into it.

He made many appearances at 
the Victoria Theatre and in other 
Newcastle halls, usually as both 
organiser and performer of special 
entertainments, to raise funds for 
Newcastle Hospital. His father, 
James, had been a strong advocate 
and supporter of the hospital and 
after his death in the mid-1870s, 
Clarence followed in his father's 
footsteps. By 1909 he had helped 
raise £17,000 for the hospital. 

A fortunate life: The old Hannen residence in Smedmore, now Wickham. 

With such a small office, when 
signing on crews he had to assem
ble the men outside, read the 
agreement to them, then allow one 
man at a time inside the office to 
sign the papers. 

Thousands of seamen were 
engaged or discharged in Newcas
tle each year. and their wages -
money spent mostly in Newcastle 
- reached £25,000 a year by the
turn of the century.

While ships, seamen and the 
Port of Newcastle were part of his 
daily routine for almost 44 years, 
Clarence Hannell also had several 
other interests. 

The family had an abiding inter
est in the theatre and Clarrie Han

' nell was an enthusiast of the works 

When the hospital was short of 
funds, and it happened regularly, 
Clarrie Hannell would organise 
one of his 'entertainments'. In rec
ognition of his work the hospital 
named one of its wings, the Han
nell Wing, after him. 

He was also involved in raising 
money for Newcastle schools, the 
Seamen's Mission, the Sailors' 
Home, and for survivors of the 
many shipwrecks off Newcastle. 

Clarrie Hannell's involvement in 
sport was legendary in his lifetime. 
He was associated with Newcastle 
Jockey Club for about 50 years, 
even offering financial assistance 

when it was urgently needed. He 
held just about every position with 
the club and was well-known 
throughout Australian horse rac
ing circles as a handicapper. 

In his younger days he was a 
keen cricketer, playing for the 
Newcastle and Ironclad clubs. In 
later years he became an umpire, 
respected for his wide knowledge of 
the game and his fair decisions. 
For many years the Hannell Shield 
became one of local cricket's most 
sought-after trophies. 

In his youth he raced an outrig
ger, the Oomoebah, on Newcastle 
Harbour and was the local ama
teur sculling champion for 16 
years. He later became an umpire 
at sculling events on the Hunter 
River a1,1d in the harbour; one of 
the achievements of which he -ras 
proud ;,as the assistance he g�ve 
to two 11otable Australian scull, rs, 

as queen of the road 

Sultry sidekick: Dorothy Lamour with Bob Hope, left, and Bing Crosby in a 
scene from the 1942 film Road to Morocco.

George Towns and R. Tressider. 
Clarrie Hannell was also an 

organiser of the Newcastle Regatta 
for 40 years. He was regatta secre
tary for many years before becom
ing president, by which time he 
was running the carnival, drafting 
the program, and collecting all the 
prize monies. 

He was also a strong supporter 
of local athletics clubs. Indeed 
every new sporting club sought his 
advice and support and they usu
ally received it. 

His father, James, had been 
involved in local and colonial poli
tics. He was not only a dual mayor, 
he also represented Newcastle and 
the County of Northumberland as 
a Member of Parliament. 

Clarence Hannell's job as a pub
lic servant precluded him from 
Parliamentary life, and many 
times he declined to become an 

alderman. He was, however, 
appointed a magistrate 'for the ter
ritory of NSW'. For many years he 
was also the people's churchwar
den at Christ Church Cathedral. 

He retired as shipping master in 
May, 1906, in his 69th year. 

On March 4, 1909, he rose from 
a sick bed - he had been ill for 
some time - and told his family he 
was going to attend a committee 
meeting of Newcastle Jockey Club. 
He wanted to persuade the club to 
sponsor a race meeting with the 
proceeds going to Newcastle Hospi
tal. Just before entering the com
mittee room he fell into the arms of 
his son, Horace, and died. 

At Clarence Hannell's funeral it 
was acknowledged that he had a 
'long and illustrious life' and that 
he 'had a wider horizon than the 
confines of his own welfare'. 



Days of despair and hope 
I

N October, 1932, the 
En�lish cricket team 
arrived in Australia to  
begin what would become 
the infamous Bodyline tour. 

Towards the end of the month 
they played an Australian XI in 
Perth, the tourists scoring 7-583 
declared. The best of the Australian 
bowlers were Stan McCabe with 
2-87, and a young Don Bradman, 
with 2-106 off 19 overs. 

One of Bradman's victims was 
the English captain, Douglas Jar
dine, out for 98. In that match 
Bradman did little with the bat, 
scoring 3 and 10. 

In the local district cricket, Wick
ham was leading the competition 
after two outright wins, the latest 
against Merewether by five wick
ets. 

Cricket seemed, at- the time, to 
be calmly going about its business, 
a constant in a changing world, its 
traditions untouched and untar
nished. 

In the world outside cricket it 
was a different story, for that Octo
ber was a time of uncertainty and 
alarm in Australia. The Depression 
was taking its toll in Newcastle just 
as it was in other parts of the 
nation. 

There was despair but there was 
also hope. 

In Newcastle, the 'dirge of 
depression', as one political com
mentator called it, was replaced, at 
least during the last two weeks of 
October, by a spirit of optimism. 

A conference on decentralisation 
held at Newcastle Town Hall called 
for closer cooperation between 
Newcastle and the primary produc
ing areas of the north, north-west 
and west of NSW. A major part of 
the conference was devoted to 
praising the merits of such coopera
tion and in particular the construc
tion of the Sandy Hollow-Mary Vale 
railway line, which would link the 
Northern and Western railway sys
tems to Newcastle. 

That same week, at the corner of 
Scott and Perkins streets (opposite 
Scott's Ltd, now David Jones), 
Woolworths Ltd opened its 24th 
'link' in a chain of stores through
out Australia and New Zealand. By 
1932, eight years after it opened its 
first store in the Imperial Arcade, 
Sydney, the Australian company 
was employing 1500 people and 
serving 35million customers annu
ally. 

At a time when local products 
needed strong support, Woolworths 
committed itself to what it called 
'rigid preference', first to goods 
from NSW, then Australian prod
ucts, then goods from the British 
Empire. The company remodelled a 
Newcastle building for its first 
Newcastle store at a cost of about 
£4000 and, with 5000sq ft of floor 
space. 

At your service: The employees of the first Woolworths store in the Newcastle and Hunter area, which opened on October 26, 1932. The 
women in white served on what was called a 'big' sweet counter. 

On the opening day shoppers 
were offered, among many other 
items, hand-dipped chocolates at 
sixpence for a half-pound, an 18-
piece tea set for three shillings and 
sixpence, and men's socks and ties 
for a shilling each. 

Local businesses were also opti
mistic. Earp, Woodcock, Beveridge 
and Co. announced their willing
ness to spend £10,000 on building 
city markets at the corner of King 
and Steel streets. The company 
said the market would contain six 
shops, 17 market stalls and a huge 
covered square to accommodate 
carts. 

Woolworths was not alone. On 
the same day that its 24th store 
opened, the new' Cash and Carry 
Drapery Stor.e opened on the corner 
of Hunter and Newcomen streets. 

Both Woolworths and Cash and 
Carry provided additional jobs in 
the city, the former more than 60. 

The move to create a Greater 
Newcastle council area was also 
gathering momentum. Under con
sideration for many years the idea 
for a single council in the Newcas
tle area had, at first, met with 
strong opposition from many of the 
11 councils in the district. By Octo-
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ber, 1932, some of the councils 
could see merit in the idea. In late 
October Carrington and Wickham 
councils came out in favour, of a 
Greater Newcastle. The Waratah 
council said it would never support 
such a move. 

The Newcastle-built (at Walsh 
Island) bucket dredge Pluto began 
its steaming trials on the harbour 
and Newcastle council discussed 
pies, lobsters and peanuts in a 
lengthy debate about refreshment 
rights at No 1 Sports Ground, and 
performing dogs outside the Town 
Hall. 

Residents of Mayfield West were 
calling for a public transport ser-

vice, suggesting that the easy 
answer to their problem would be 
an extension of the tram line. 

To those who could afford to run 
a car it was recommended that a 
pleasant round-trip would be to 
Dungog via Stroud, returning 
through Paterson and Maitland, a 
distance of 113 miles on both 'good' 
and 'fair' roads. 

Port Stephens and Tarro coun
cils met to discuss the site of a pro
posed road bridge across the 
Hunter River. Five sites had 
already been tested, four at Han
nell's Reach (west of the present 
Hexham Bridge) and one at Ray
mond Terrace. The sixth under con
sideration was at Tomago, with a 
traffic outlet across the existing 
Ash Island bridge. 

For those people who wanted to 
forget, however briefly, their prob
lems, the Civic Theatre was screen
ing 'The One and Only Talking Pic
ture Entirely Made in Africa', a 
long-forgotten movie called Congo
rilla; James Cagney could be seen 
with Joan Blondell in The Crowd
Roars at the Theatre Royal; and at 
the Mayfield Pictures, audiences 
were invited to pay a shilling (chil
dren sixpence) to see a 'Talking Pie-

--, J._ ........ ................... ..,, ......... _..__ 

ture Programme' and, in the flesh, 
a magician, Carter the Great. 

On radio, 2HD began broadcast. 
ing at 7.30am with weather fore
casts and band selections. The sta-· 
tion closed, on and off, during th 
day but bruadcast continually from; , 
5.30pm until 10.30pm, finding a 
spot at 6.45pm for a 15-minute lec
ture by a judge. 

2KO came on the airwaves at 
10.45am with a 'homecraft' session

1 

'
closed 45 minutes later and didn't' 
come back until 5.15pm. It relied 
heavily on music programs but 
found time for public announce- 1 
ments - one minute at 7pm. ..� 

The ABC, through 2NC, offered a _ 
greater variety of programming; 
and was on air from 7am until 
11pm. Most of the programs were 
relayed through Sydney and Mel
bourne but it did offer local news 
and music. 

And for punters who had money 
to spare (they were becomingC 
increasingly rare), the Pokolbi°< 
Racing Club held a meeting ou. 
Monday, October 24, and includedl!i 
a number of Sydney horses in the 
program. 

THE girls of early England were 
expected to do all the sewing 
required by the family, so 'sister' 
is derived from the old English 
'swestor' or 'suster', both mean
ing the one who sews. 

spinning was called the distaff, 
this term currently denoting 
female lineage of the family. 

Since no woman was considered 
suitable for marriage until she had 
proved herself to be a competent 
spinner and sewer, she remained 
a spinster until such time as she 
did sew. 

Allied terms are those such as 
'suture', the thread used by sur
geons, and the Hindustani 'sutra' 
denoting a set of rules proceed
ing along a given theme or thread, 
as in the Kama SJ,Jtra 

The tool used to draw flax ftom 

Items ma.de In readiness for mar
riage were stored in the largest 
drawer in her dresser, this being 
the 'bottom drawer'. 
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Early days: Work begins on Fort Scratchley: It took se en years to complete.
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I
N early December," 1885 a 50-
�ear-old eng.nee,r and admin· 
istrator, Sir Peter Scratchley, 

died of malarial fever-on board a 
steamer between Cooktown and 
Townsville. He had only recently 
been appointed the first Commis• 
siQner of British New Guinea. 

Sir Peter Scratchley was bet:. 
ter :known in some circles as · 
Major General Scratchley and it 
wall as. an army engineer that he 
.became well-known in Australia. 
He designed and supervised the 

·construction of many of Austra•
lia's colonial defences, including 
Newcastle's Fort Scratchley, the 
fort hamed after him. 

Peter Scratchley was born in
Paris in 1835, son of a British 
Army-doctor. He joined the Brit
ish Army as a cadet and after 
beiI),g commissioned in the Royal 
Engineers saw action in the Cri
mean. War and helped to sup• 
press the Indian Mutiny. 

In.1860, aged 25, Scratchley,
now a captain, was selected to 
oversee the construction of forti
fications in the Colony of Victo
ria. He remained there for three
and-a�half years before returning 
to England. Thirteen years later, 
in 1876, Scratchley, by then a 
lieutenant colonel, returned to 
Australia to advise colonial gov
ernments on the best means to 
defend the country against for
eign invasion. 

Together with General Sir
William Jervois, Scratchley rec, 
ommended that Signal Hill, at 
Newca�tle, be 'enclosed' with bar
racks for the garrison to be 
armed with three three-inch 
guns, and four SO-pounder rifled 

, guns. It was the beginning of 
today's Fort Scratchley. 

Scratchley knew it as Signal 
Hill but it had several names 
before he arrived on the scene. 
An early name was Braithwaite's 
Head, then Beacon Hill. It was 
also called Allan's Hill (after 
Captain Allan, a Tong-time har
bourmaster at Newcastle), Col
lier's Point, and Flagstaff Hill. 
Convicts sent to Newcastle some
times called it Fiddlesticks. 

In April, 1878, the NSW Par
liament was told that tenders 
would soon be invited for the con
struction of the Newcastle 'forti
fications' and local contractors 
would be given the opportunity 
to tender for the work, which was 
to begin within a month. 

In the same month, the first 
troops for the Newcastle garrison 
arrived from Sydney. They were 

.. --·; :� - a� it was· still being called, was 
'•".. · nearing completion." By then . 

- •1 • > ·1 there-was. a chal!ge. eontracto . 
; -., · ?' �.'�-.Mr Jam�s Russ�U 'had taken_ dve'r· · . · !'!' from Pin-k.hill. .-, • .Co'!onel Scratchley was back in 

February, 1882 looking at the • · 
hill which 'now give the whole a 
thoroughly military and warlike ' 
appearance'. After inspecting the • 
exterior, Scratchley descended 
below, 'to the inner works' and 
with the aid 'of sundry lamps and 
candles' wended his way through 
'the perfect maze of underground 
structures connected to the forti
fication scheme'. 

fl', 
_...-.'l ___ F 
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described as 'a sturdy looking lot 
of fellows' and they were met at 
the wharf by about 300 specta
tors and when the steamer came 
alongside, 'quite a rush was 
made to catch a glimpse of the 
future defenders of the city'. 

By the beginning of May the 
building of the emplacements for 
the guns were well under way. 
The garrison members were liv
ing in ten_ts and defending them
selves from 'a predatory herd of 
goats'. A 'spirited local contrac
tor' was said to be prepared to 
take the SO-pounder guns to the 
top of the hill, at that time still 
called All_an's Hill, by bullock 
team. 

Construction of the fort wa& 
slow. In mid-1878 Scratchley and 
Jervois again visited the hill to 
check on the work using detailed 
plans drawn up by Mr G. Morell 
and subsequently approved by 
Scratchley. A tender from a local 
contractor, Mr Matthew Parkhill, 
was finally accepted in late 1880. 
In October of that year, Novocas
trians were told that work had 
finally begun on the fortifica
tions, under the direction of Colo-
nel Scratchley. 

The work began with the 
demolition of most of the build
ings on the hill, including Cap
tain Allan's residence and the 
houses occupied by the assistant 
harbourmaster and harbour 
pilots. Excavations were inter
rupted by old coal workings and 
a coal expert, Mr Thomas Crou
dace, was called in to advise on 
how best to deal with the prob
lem. Scratchley was obviously 
disturbed by the old workings 
and on a visit in May, 1881, was 
said to be of the view that the 
fort's tunnels would require sub
stantial strengthening to bear 
the weight of the guns. (The coal 
workings did not turn out to be a 
problem for they were filled in.) 

By late 1881 the fortifications, 

Scratchley was back again in 
May, 1882 and on this visit he 
suggested alterations and 
improvements and was also sur
prised to find the cottage of Pilot 
Taylor still standing on the hill. 
He was also critical of the late 
start on the construction of a con
crete wall around the base of the 
hill and of the formation of .a 
slope from the edge of the cliff to 
the top of a proposed retaining 
wall. The colonel believed it was 
the job of the council to build the 
wall, while the council was wait-
ing for the Government to do the 
work. 

In April, 18851a final inspec-. 
tion was made by the Colonial . 
Architect's Department, and all 
was ready to hana over to the 
military authorities. 

By mid-1885, work 'was still. 
being done on the hill, which was 
by then referred to as both Forti
fication Hill and Allan's Hill, but 
it was also said to 'ready to con- • 
tend with any invasion'. In June, 
1885, 30 men were employed lev
elling part of the hill to clear a 
line of fire·to the south. 

By then Scratchley had 
returned to England, been pro
moted to a major general and 
retired from the army. He was 
appointed Commissioner to New 
Guinea in 1884. and arrived in 
Port Moresby in late August, 
1885, to take up his new post. A 
little more than three months 
later he was dead. 

There is no official record of 
when the hill was given the name 
Fort Scratchley. It is referred to 
as such in an item in the Newcas
tle Morning Herald and Miners's 
Advocate in September 1887, an 
on plans issued by the Colonial 
Architect in late 1888. 

It may well be that Novocas
trians or the soldiers stationed 
on the hill began to call it Fort, 
Scratchley, and the name stutk. 



THURSDAY, MAY 11, 1995 

Family farewells 160 years of memories 

My mansion: On Baroona's front lawn, Mrs Young proudly displays show ribbons won by the property's cattle. - Picture by ALLAN JOLLY

By GILLIAN McNALLY 
Property Reporter 

IT was a case of thinking with their 
heads rather than their hearts when the 
owners of Baroona first contemplated sell
ing the 238ha property. 

Mr Bill Young and his wife, Noelline, not 
only ran one of the largest Murray Grey 
cattle studs from the property but had 
raised their family there for 24 years. 

Perched on a hill overlooking Whit
tingham, near Singleton, the property and 
its majestic home will be auctioned on-site 
on June 16 and is expected to fetch 
between $1.Smillion and $2million. 

Built in 1827 by 200 convicts for the 
local magistrate, Mr Mudie, Baroona's col
ourful past includes being the breeding 
ground for famous Australian racehorse 
and Melbourne Cup winner Peter Pan 
(now buried behind the tennis courts). 

'When we first came here, we couldn't 
see the brick walls or the front wall for the 
weeds and inside we had to totally rewire 
and all the guttering had to be redone,' 
Mrs Young said. 

The couple had bought Baroona in 1971 
)n order 'to start a cattle stud. 

'We came for the land and we didn't 
even know the house was on the property. 

'We looked at the place and my husband 
was quite taken with the flats and irriga
_tion and it wasn't until the very end when 
we were leaving that the vendor brought 
us up and showed us the house.' 

But it wasn't quite what Mrs Young 
expected. The land was ideal for cattle but 
the house was in poor condition and less 
than ideal for six children. 

Today, the house stands as a testimony 
to its early grandeur'. The Youngs have 
repaired and repainted the house without 
structurally changing it. 

'The house is very much associated with 
Singleton because of the Dangar family 
who came here in 1868 and stayed until 
about 1945,' Mrs Young said. 

These days the family still run cattle 
commercially, and although they would 
like to stay at Baroona, they need to be 
closer to Newcastle for business reasons. 

'It really gave us the place we needed for 
the stud and it's been a very happy time 
for the children,' Mrs Young said. 

'We've had 21st birthday parties on the 
front lawn and weddings. 

'But I guess it's a matter of thinking 

with your head instead of your heart.' 
Baroona was first named Castle Forbes 

by Mr Mudie until it was sold in the 1840s 
to his daughter and her husband and 
renamed Rosemount. In 1868 it passed 
into the hands of the Dangar family and 
was renamed Baroona. 

'Mudie was not a very popular man,' Mrs 
Young said. 

'His convicts revolted in 1838, five con
victs escaped into the hills, four were 
eventually hanged and one was sent to 
Norfolk Island. There was a lot of conten
tion about that.' 

When Mr Dangar bought the property, 
he enlisted the help of architect Benjamin 
Blackhouse to design renovations. 

Two other renowned architects also 
added their touch to the home. John Hor
bury-Hunt built another wing and Freder
ick Menkens added the tower in 1893. 

Mrs Young said she enjoyed unravelling 
the house's architectural puzzles. 

'We feel the front door came from the 
Mudie era, it's not cedar (like Dangar's 
renovations) but was made of a very heavy 
wood as they liked to shut the house up 
because the convicts weren't very 
friendly,' she said. 

VARIOUS dates have been hailed 
as New Year's Day In the past. 

of the year. 

In medieval times, March 25 was 
the official date, foHowed by 
eight days of Joyous feasting 
ending on April 1. 

The date of the final celebration 
Is still known as April Fools' Day 
because people continued to 
mark the old revels with mock 
presents and jokes when New 
Year's Day was moved to January. 

In Anglo-Saxon England, December 
25 was originally the beginning 

But William the Conqueror Ofdenld 
the change to January 1 becallN 
that was the date of his CORJnalion.

England later drifted back to Mad'I 28. 
But when the trendy new Gr9gorlan 

calendar was� in 1582,
January 1 was reaffllnl8d 
as the start of the New Year. 

Traditional Scotland retained 
the old date and continued 
to celebrate what was to
become known at HoQmanay 
in March until 1880. 



City's cret: 
omething for an

IT'S fortunate that some people still 
think of Newcastle as a grimy industrial 
city with nothing to offer but a parade of 
coal trains in and cargo ships out. 

Fortunate, because otherwise we 
would be inundated by people who 
have the misfortune to live in other 
parts of Australia but would prefer the 
Hunter version of the good life. 

The cognoscenti have already dis
covered us, as is evident from the 
steady increase in tourism and conven
tion bookings. 

Where else, after all, can the canny 
organiser offer such a wide range of at
tractions, diversions and comfortable 
facilities. 

If they're not seduced by the famous 
surfing beaches, the equally famous 
football and basketball teams, the rac
ing calendar, the motor sports and the 
wide choice for the adult who wants to 
play individual games, there's always 
the cultural ambience. 

That is, if y_ou can get them past the 
renowned vineyards and the latest vin
tage, which is always better than the 
year before's. 

The civic and commercial art galler
ies and the museum are obvious desti
nations; so are the University, the live 
theatres and the Conservatorium's pub
lic program. 

But equally attractive are the things 
that give visitors the thrill of discovering 
things for themselves: the Hunter artists 
and craftspeople. 

Or maybe it's finding suburbs with 
special attractions -- in easy reach of 
the city centre, there's multicultural 
Hamilton for food, Islington for an
tiques, The Junction for upmarket curi
osities and Mayfield for budget variety 
with good parking. 

Not to mention the Foreshore and its 
weekend activities ... but why go on. 
This publication might fall into the 
hands of someone who hasn't heard' 
about us. 

Then, before you know it, they'd be 
faxing 
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Animator Freleng dies at 89 
LOS ANGELES, Sunday. -

Isadore 'Friz' Freleng
;... 

anima
tor of Bugs Bunny, Dauy Duck, 
Porky Pig and a host of other 
loveable, idiosyncratic cartoon 
characters, died on Friday. He 
was 89. 

Frcleng died at the University 
of California Medical Centre. No 
cause of death was released. 

During his 30-year reign at 
Warner Bros, Freleng gave life to 
Sylvester and Tweety Bird, 
Speedy Gonzalez and Yosemite 
Sam. He went on to create the 
Pink Panther after Warner 
closed its internal animation 
department in 1963. 

In all, the self-taught artist 
who specialised in frenetic action 
worked on more than 300 car
toons. 

Frelcng won Academy Awards 
for four of his Warner Bros car
toons: 194 7's Tweety Pie, 1955's 
Speedy Gonzalez, 1957's Birds 
Anonymous and 1958's Knighty 
Knight Bugs. He won a fifth 
Oscar for The Pink Phink, star
ring the Pink Panther. He also 
won three Emmys. 

Of all the classic animated 
zanies he helped conjure up, he 
once admitted to serving as the 
model for the gun-slinging, bra
zen Yosemite Sam. 

Cartoon pioneer: 'Friz' Freleng with some of his creations at a 
Hollywood Walk of Fame ceremony in 1992. 

'I have the same tempera
ment,' Freleng once said. 

'I'm small, and I used to have a 
red moustache.' 

Freleng left his home town of 
Kansas City for Hollywood in the 
1920s and went to work for Walt 
Disney. After several months, he 

left to work on the Krazy Kat car
toon series, then joined Warner 
Bros in 1930. 

He became head animator for 
the studio's new Looney Tunes 
short-film series and drew the 
first Warner cartoon, Sinkin' in 

. the Bathtub. Af' 

POPULARLY believed to 
be the rarest and most pre
cious gem, the diamond is 
anything but. 

Rubies are the most expen
sive and as for diamonds 
being rare, they are actually 
as common as muck, some 
68million of them being 
dug up every year. 

Of this total only 15% ,ind 
their way to the jewellery 

market w re the cost of 
diamonds ,s generated by 
the extreme difficulty and 
great skill required in the 
cutting and polishing. 

Nor are diamonds 
necessarily devoid 
of colour. 

Yellow and blue ones 
are co mon, and 
blood-r d diamonds 
are not nknown. 



I, 

I Tomahaw Joe, an �11-round ch.ampiol1 
T

O the children of Jesmond
he was the bogeyman, the 
giant of the fairy story Jack 

and the Beanstalk come to life. 
To a murderer named Lebac he 

was a Mountie who refused to go 
away. 

To five outlaws in El Paso, 
Texas, he dealt death from the 
end of a gun. 

To Smoky Dawson he was the 
man who gave him lessons in how 
to throw knives. 

He was known to residents of 
Newcastle and the Hunter as 
Tomahawk Joe but his real name 
was Kazan Champion, a well-edu
cated American with a Bachelor of 
Science degree who came to Aus
tralia about 1914 after an adven
turous life overseas. 

He once served in the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police and 
was given the job of bringing to 
justice a murderer named Lebac. 

He tracked his man for more 
than two months over more than 
2300km, sometimes sleeping in 
igloos and in temperatures of 40 
degrees below zero. He eventually 
cornered Lebac and captured him. 

In America he was briefly the 
Sheriff of El Paso, Texas, and also 
a Texas Ranger. 

In these jobs, it was claimed, he 
shot and killed five men. He 
turned, it was said, 'hot men into 
cold meat'. 

It was not all reality. Toma
hawk Joe also appeared in early 
silent western movies, often with 
the character actor Hoot Gibson. 

He also travelled extensively, 
accompanying big-game hunters 
to India and Africa. 

After arriving in Australia he 
went to Queensland where for six 
years he lived a nomadic existence 
among Aborigines in the north
west of the State. 

It was this period that gave 
him the experience and the daring 
to call himself 'Queensland's Wild 
White Man'. 

He spent some time in Sydney 
in the 1920s and it was said that 
at one stage he 'tamed' a Darlin 
ghurst razor gang, confiscating 5 
razors. 

Tomahawk Joe came to New-
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castle in the Depression years, 
possibly the late 1920s or early 
1930s. 

With his companion, known 
only as Lone Star, he lived in 
Michael St, Jesmond. 

He brought several snakes, for 
he was an authority on reptiles 
and cures for snake bites. He was 
also a herbalist and sold his 
herbal remedies door to door 

Mr Tom Bow, of Lambton, was 
a 12-year-old livinf; at Jesmond 
and worked on a local milk run 
before school each day. He would 
deliver milk to Tomahawk Joe's 
home most of which, he believes, 
was for the snakes. 

Joe had a great influence on the 
lives of the children in the area. 
Tom remembers that if boys mis
behaved their mothers would 
threaten 'to send them along to 
Tomahawk Joe'. 

Just his appearance seemed 
enough to keep kids in line. 

He was a huge, fierce-looking 
man, almost two metres tall, with 
a long and unruly beard. 

Mr Rex Sinclair, of Islington, 
says he was 'a bit like Franken
stein's monster, in that he was a 
quietly spoken, gentle giant, who 
must have seemed like a bogey
man to small children.' 

Rex, better known to Novocas
trians as Uncle Rex, ventriloquist 
and magician, worked on many 
occasions with Tomahawk Joe. 

'He had feet like leather and 
usually went without shoes,' Rex 
recalls. 

'Lone Star usually went with 
him to carnivals and shows.' 

On these occasions she was the 
deliberately 'missed' target for the 

Man of many talents: Tomahawk Joe (with beard} at the Newcastle Show. 

tomahawks and knives. 
But Joe was mostly a lone per

former when performances were 
given in halls in the Hunter area. 
Mr Will Russell, a Wallsend bus 
proprietor and part-time entre
preneur, used to arrange engage
men ts for Tomahawk Joe and 
Uncle Rex, who were his top-of
the-bill performers. 

Joe was billed the 'World's 
Champion Tomahawk and Knife 
Thrower and Rofe Manipulator'
and Will Russel would provide
the transport for his show (it also 
consisted of a 'full Com�any of 
Star Artists' and a Special 
Orchestra of Four') but because of 
his bus commitments the com
pany rarely went too far from the 
W allsend area. 

Rex remembers travelling. as 
far as Raymond Terrace and Nel
son Bay. Admission prices were a 
shilling for adults and sixpence 

- Photograph coutesy of Mr Rex Sinclair.

for children. 
At one performance the board 

that was used for the tomahawk
and knife-throwing part of Joe's 
act was left behind. Joe took a 
door off its hinges and used that 
instead. 

Sometimes he would also use a 
bow and arrow and he always 
wore a Wild West gunbelt with a 
Webley revolver. 

When working at shows and 
carnivals he billed himself not 
only as the 'Wild White Man' but 
also as 'Australia's Only Genuine 
Reptile Expert', as well as 'Lec
turer and Demonstrator at Mel
bourne University', and the 
'World's Champion Tomahawk 
Thrower, Knife Thrower, and 
Sharpshooter'. 

He once said he had suffered 
593 snake bites. 

In World War II, Tomahawk 
Joe, once again working under his 

real name of Kazan Champion, 
went back to Sydney and spent 
the war years working as a watch
man at a college. 

Rex Sinclair saw him just after 
the war on Broadmeadow Station. 

'He was clean shaven and well
dressed and I didn't recognise him 
at first, not until he said "Do you 
remember me?".' 

That was the last time Rex was 
to meet his old showbiz partner. 

Tomahawk Joe wrote his life 
story and a Newcastle bookseller, 
the late Jim Mann, helped him 
publish it. He sold it door to door 
along with his herbal remedies. 

Today Tomahawk Joe is just a 
memory for many older N ovocas
trians. 

He is a name from the past, a 
man who not only seemed bigger 
than life but was. 

-------------------

HISl'ORY IN OUR STRlll'S Norm Barne 

, � .... 

IN March, 1893, the rains came 
to the Hunter, causing the second 

'i worst flood on record at Maitland 
and in the Lower Hunter. Heavy 
rain also fell in Newcastle and it 
was inevitable that parts of Hamil-
ton and Broadmeadow would be 
flooded. 

It was a common occurrence. 
Only a year before, the same area 
had been under water following a 
heavy storm and in the following 
years it was to occur again and 
again. 

The problem was lack of drain
age for the water coming from the 
hills at Merewether, New Lamb
ton, and what today is Adamstown 
Heights. The water from these 
areas would make its way towards 
the flat area known as The Com
monage. This was open land 
between Hamilton, New Lambton, 
Lambton, and Adamstown and 
part of it was a swamp. 

The area was also dotted with 
pit-falls and creeks. In March, 
1892, an elderly citizen was 
drowned in a 4m-deep pit-fall 
between Adamstown and New 
Lambton. 

Work on a drainage system 
began in 1895 and its results are 
still with us today in the network 

of stormwater drains that dot the 
landscape in the Newcastle area. 
The stormwater drains were built 
to take the water into Throsby 
Creek and Newcastle Harbour. At 
that time it was a huge job by local 
standards and it took the blood, 
sweat and tears of more than a 100 
men to complete it. 

Construction was not without its 
problems. The gangs, each of 10 
men, were hired to build the drains 
under the Butty-gang system. 
Some men were inexperienced or 
physically unfit for the work and 
had to be 'carried' by their mates. 
But the Butty-gang system meant 
that wages were equally divided on 
pay-days, regardless of how much 
work an individual in the gang had 
done. 

By early 1896, after almost a 
year of working in dry country, the 
gangs began to meet the swampy 
areas. The soil was soft and wet 
and men had to work up to their 
ankles in water. To try to hasten 
the work, the government 
increased the rates from one shil
ling and threepence per metre com
pleted to one shilling and ninep
ence. Some claimed that they 
earned only three shillings and six
pence a day, or 21 shillings a week. 

Gangs began work at different 
hours and by the time they got to 
the swampy sections it was not 
uncommon for a late-starting gang 
(late being 6.30am) to accuse an 
early-starting gang of interfering 
with their section by draining 
water into it. 

Quarrels were an everyday 
occurrence and were usually set
tled by fighting. On one occasion 
worked stopped for half an hour 
while two men settled their differ
ences with their fists. 

By the end of March the excava
tion work between Lambton and 
the railway at Islington was com
pleted. The work involved 130 men 
who were to be found digging large 
drains in the different areas, many 
of them knee deep in water. 

When they reached the area 
near Throsby Creek they also had 
to work with the ebb and flow of 
the tides which meant that work in 
that section took time to complete. 

The network of drains when 
completed did not completely solve 
the problem. For many years after
wards the area west of Gregson 
Park, Hamilton, leading towards 
the Nineways at Broadmeadow 
was subject to constant local flood
ing in heavy rain. 



!Newcastle's first 
big-screen identity 

ffivas a one-time circus
nd and master baker. He 
ed with Theodore 

Roosevelt to Cuba and witnessed 
the destruction of the Spanish fleet 
in the Spanish-American War. 

His name was William (Will) 
Herbert and he was ewcastle's 
first major cinema entrepreneur. 

His theatres were once 
well-known in ewcastle. When 
people went to the movies, or 
pictures as they were then more 
commonly called, they often 
went to 'Herbert's'. At one time 
'Herbert's' could mean going to 
the pictures at Broadmeadow, 
Islington, Hamilton, or 
Newcastle. 

Will Herbert came from the 
American state of New 
Hampshire. Born in 1867, he left 
home at 16 to work for Forepaw's 
Circus. Two years later he 
settled in Boston and became a 
master baker. He then moved to 
New York and opened a 
French-style cafe. After two 
years he became restless and 
signed on as chief steward on a 
ship trading between San 
Francisco and the Orient. 

He became commissariat 
officer aboard a ship taking 

, troops, and 'Teddy' Roosevelt, to 
Cuba and later did a similar job 
on a troopship heading for the 
Phillipines. It was while serving 
as the commissariat officer to US 
forces in the Phillipines that Will 
Herbert became interested in 
motion pictures. A friend in 
America sent him a small 
cinematograph - an Edison 
limelight machine - and 6000m 
(or 20,000ft according to the 

, measures used then) of assorted 
film. They were dramas and 
comedies; the longest about 90m 
(300ft). 

He screened them for the 
troops and decided to take them 
on tour, to China and Japan. 
With a small company of 
vaudeville artists who performed 
in between the pictures, Will 
Herbert began a career that was 
to last for almost 40 years. 

In 1901 he returned to 
America and opened what was 
called 'a continuous picture 
show' theatre in Seattle. He 
rented a roomy shop in the main 
street, tore down its frontage 
and replaced it with a bizarre 
entrance and illuminated lights, 
put in a small stage and opera 
seats and opened for business. 
His early programs consisted of a 
comedy and drama with an 
illustrated song sandwiched 
between them. 

Will Herbert then began 
touring again. He sailed to 
Honolulu then on to Australia 
after being told about the 
possibilities for 'moving pictures' 
in this country. He was carrying 
a film of the Jimmy 
Britt-Battling Nelson world 
lightweight championship. 

Herbert was unable to find a 

Picture place: The former Regent Theatre at Islington. Its theatre 
origins are still obvious inside the building. 
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suitable hall in Melbourne for his 
screenings so he moved to Sydney 
and opened at the Queen's Hall, in 
Pitt St. At the time he was only 
one of two showmen screening 
pictures in NSW. The other was 
Harry Clay, who had a small gas 
projector or biograph, and he 
spent most of his time touring 
Sydney's suburbs. 

Will Herbert went on tour 
again and this time he took his 
pictures around Australia, from 
south-west Western Australia to 
Charter's Towers in Queensland. 
It was during this tour that he 
first came to Newcastle. 

Will Herbert then formed a 
company called the 
Anglo-American Bio Tableau 
and toured New Zealand. The 
show consisted of two singers 
and moving pictures. 

After the tour ended, he came 
to Newcastle, screening pictures 
at the Victoria Theatre, in 
Perkins St, then in May, 1908, at 
the Central Hall (now the 
Mission Theatre), which he 
leased for 18 weeks. He also used 
the King's Hall, at the corner of 
King and Perkins streets, the 
Lyrique, in Wolfe St, and had 
open-air screenings at the old 
Newcastle Sports Ground and 
the old rugby ground near 
Stewart Ave and Parry St. 

At the old rugby ground, Will 
Herbert screened The Squatter's 
Daughter with the Bert Bailey 
Company. The size o{the 
audience can be gauged by the 

box-office take of £63; at 
threepence a head it calculates 
to more than 5000 people. 

Herbert's first 'indoor' theatre 
was opened in Islington, on the 
corner of Beaumont St and 
Maitland Rd, in December 1911. 
He later demolished it and 
replaced it, in December, 1929, 
with the Regent Theatre, the 
building now used as a builders' 
supply store. Moving pictures 
were screened on the site from 
1911 to June, 1964, when the 
Regent closed. 

Will Herbert opened his next 
theatre in November, 1912. 
Called Herbert's No 1 Picture 
Palace, it was at Broadmeadow. 
It was remodelled in the 
mid-1920s and became Herbert's 
De-Luxe Theatre. 

In 1923 Herbert also took over 
a theatre in Beaumont St and 
later renamed it Herbert's Roxy 
Theatre. With the coming of 
sound, all three theatres 
switched to 'talkies'. 

At one time in his career, Will 
Herbert left the running of the 
Newcastle theatres to his wife, 
Shirley, while he took off yet 
again, this .time touring 
Australia with another world 
championship film, the 
Johnson-Jefferies fight. 

In November, 1933, Will 
Herbert sold his theatre 
interests. 

So great was his involvement 
with moving pictures in 
Newcastle that for many years 
the theatres continued to be 
known among patrons as 
'Herbert's'. 

The De-Luxe, Broadmeadow, 
was closed in April, 1941, to 
make way for the Century 
Theatre (the building became a 
victim of the 1989 earthquake). 
The Roxy's last screening was in 
August, 1953, but it was to live 
on as the home of the Newcastle 
Dramatic Art Club until June, 
1972. Today, a bank building 
stands on the site. 

Will Herbert died on 
November 11, 1947, aged 80. 



The harbourside suburb of Wickham was, at the 'turn.of the cen'tury, Newcastle's l,arges� a bustling centre of commerce and industry and home 
to the city's elite. When Alhert Frederick 1bl� a young miner from Engl,and, arrived in Newca.stle in 1886, the area was mostly sand dunes. In 1888 he began 

a carrying business, going on to become one of the city's most succeseful businessmen. His grand daughter, Melhourne wri1er DEIRDRE MOORI,

says the sw:ru of AF. 1bll is the story of Wickham, one to which the Honeysuckle redevel<rprrum;t is about to add an upbeat chapter. 

T
HE Honeysuckle Development 
Corporation is rebuilding 
Newcastle's waterfront from Throsby 

Creek, Wickham, to the site of the fonner 
Honeysuckle Railway Station near Civic. 

This was not always 'a decayed area 
of inner Newcastle', a city in its doldrums. 

As a result of 'narrowing Throsby Creek in 
front of the old wool stores in Hannell Street' 
(Newcastle Herald, 16/11/94), 580 private 
medium-density dwellings on reclaimed 
land and other developments will take in 
much of 'Old Wickham' and the Toll family 
estate, which centred on 'Ashkerbode' 
at 122 Hannen St, opposite this site. 

When my grandfather, Albert Frederick 
Toll, started his carrying business in 1888 
much of the region was sand dunes. 

For me, the history of Wickham is the 
history of my grandfather. 

In 1886 Albert Toll, his brothers Harry 
and Bill, his friends Jack Brock and Tommy 
Williams and scores of other miners worked 
the AA. Company's Hett.on Colliery al 
Honeysuckle. 

The area was by no means dead on its feet. 
'Hett.on Coal' ran north from Honeysuckle 
under the arm of the river between Bullock 
Island (now Carrington) and Port Hunter. 

These miners had arrived in Newcastle 
with their families in a wave of more than 
4000 assisted immigrants between 1877 
and 1890, mostly from the Durham and 
Northumberland pits. 

The Tolls and Brocks had been born near 
Tavistock, County Devon, but had to shift 
north to the 'Black Country' to find work as 
miners at South Shields, County Durham. 

These migrants were predominantly 

Primitive Methodists and Albert Toll and 
Jack Brock became lay preachers attached 
to the Tighes Hill Methodist chapel. 

By 1888 Albert Toll was working in the A.A. 
Company's Sea Pit, mining coal seams which 
ran under the harbour towards Stockton. 

The men walked to Sea Pit from the 
four-roomed miners' cottages almost 
embedded in sand dunes on the 
western side of today's 
Glebe Road, near The 
Junction. Toll had 
previously worked 
the Merewether 
mine but later 
moved to lodgings 
in Hannen St, 
Smedmore ('Old 
Wickham') with 
Jack Brock. 

Newcastle's 
miners were then 
called 'pit rats'. 

When Albert 
Toll heard the 
ships' anchors trail
ing on the pit roof 
overhead he thought 
it was time to get out, 
fearful of a cave-in. He 
bought a horse and cart and 
began a carrying business in 1888. 

He was to become a transport magnate. 

T
HE municipality of Wickham had been 
proclaimed on February 25, 1871 and 
remained Newcastle's biggest suburb 

for the next 30 years. 

Wickham in 1871 had a population 
of about 3000, three churches and a fine 
public school. 

Wickham Council was soon draining 
the swamps and marshlands of the 
harbourside suburb. 

It incorporated the Dangar Estate, 
not available for subdivision until 

. 
., 

1910 (some will remember the 
Dangar Post Office serving 

an area south of Hunter 
Street), and also 

included a collection 
of village-type set-
tlements 
Smedmore (west
ern end of 
Hannell St), 
Maryville 
(named after the 
imposing 
Hannell mansion 
'Maryville', 

between 
Tighes Hill and 

. ._ Islington) and 
:-'-, Linwood (bounded 
- ..__ by Hannell and Albert

streets and stretching
southwards).

To these were added the 
larger areas of Islington, Tighes 

Hill and Port Waratah. 
The Honeysuckle Development 

Corporation's propose9 transfonnation 
of its 50ha site takes ill 3km of waterfront 
and much of this 'Old 1ckham', nowadays 
described as the M 'lie/Wickham 
Precinct. 

T
HE Boer War increased the demand 
for coal and on one day in 1900 no 
fewer than 101 ships were in Newcastle J 

Hru:bour foi' coal. A.F. Toil's carrying and 
coal business expanded rapidly. 

He had built a home (still standing) at 
2 Annie St, Linwood, to which he had taken 
his bride in 1893. It was a happy home where 

J 
six children were born. 

Toll bought six adjacent allotments 
of land at auction in April, 1902, opposite 
the Cowper St bridge, and moved into his 
impressive new house, 'Ashkerbode', 
at 122 Hannell St, in 1905. 

He used the large yard and his Roberts St 
stables nearby for his horse 

He bought up many Fleming, Albert, 
Railway, Church, Dangar and Bishopsgate 
st�eet properties and built many houses for 
his employees and for use as storage depots. 

Albert l'oll is described in public records 
as a 'carter' in 1893-6, 'coal carter' in 1897 
and 1910, and 'contractor' in 1919. 

.In 1903 he became an alderman 
of Wickham. 

His business interests grew with 
his Wickham property holdings and he 
also acquired valuable city blocks in Watt 
and Bolton streets and the headland known 
as Greenie on Lake Macquarie (later to 
become the suburb o(Valentine). 

One early lucrative contract involved 
the miners' coal tickets, worth about five 
or six shillings each and part of their wages, 
which gave each miner one ton of coal a 
month. A Mr Pritchett, at one stage Albert 
Toil's go-between, collected these tickets 
for him and Toll delivered the coal. 

But the real turning point in Toll's business 



fortunes, Jack Brock' n yd Broe rem m-
bers, was when his horses were contracted 
to pull coal tru ks along a railway line run
ning besid the teamships at the wharv . 

When the cry went up, 'Ship in for coaling', 
and it was almost always at night so the ship
ping companies would not lose the valuable 
daylight hours, the whole Toll family went 
into action, filling the trucks at great speed 
to refuel steamships all through the night. 

A
LBERT Tull's business success was 
due to hard work, thrift, early mecha
nisation (replacing horses with trucks) 

and the acquisition of a railway siding. 
This ran off the main north-south rail 

line from near Hamilton Station to behind 
Railway St, ending in Tull's Railway St coal 
yard, called The Chutes' after its big coal 
hoppers. 

The Sydney to ewcastle rail link had 
opened when the Hawkesbury River Bridge 
was completed in 1889, only three years 
after ToIJ's arrival in Newcastle. 

Toil's line continued through James 
'Iickle and Sons' foundry, with branches 
into Goninan's Engineering Foundry, 
around Branch St behind the advertising 
hoardings which screened 'Ashkerbode' 
from the Cowper St bridge, then on to 
Carrington and The Dyke. 

The Dyke had been reclaimed from 
a shallow arm of Newcastle Harbour 
along the Bullock Island shore, near the 
Basin and the later State Dockyard site. 

T
HE growth of Newcastle in his 
lifetime was A.F Toil's favourite 
subject. He would meet visitors in 

his Buick at Newcastle Railway Station and 
unfailingly drive 'the long way home', to 
show the developing metropolis from 
The Hill, then along the harbour foreshore. 

Though a man of few words, he never tired 
of saying, 'I remember when it was nearly all 
sand dunes.' 

His daughter, author Dora Birtles, 
described the land between Throsby Creek 
and Hannen St as having a certain beauty, 
'like a small North Shore', with huge old 
Moreton Bay figs and the quiet water 
lapping the grassy shore. 

Pelicans and flying foxes inhabited 
the creek bank where the young Tolls went 
crabbing and Vic Toll (later co-founder of the 
Lake Macquarie Yacht Club) sailed his cora
cle-style boat with coal-bags as sails. 

It was the era of large stately homes 
belonging to the Ash, Hannell and Fleming 
families. No buildings were permitted 
between Hannell St and the river until com
paratively recently. Now a new seawall and 
a realigned Hannell St wiU replace all this. 

A
LBERT Tull's 70th birthday marked 
'his 30th consecutive year as a member 
of the Wickham Council and he has 

been Mayor on four occasions, 1911, 1922, 
1927 and 1928' (Newcastle Morning Herald,
19/1/1935). To the Wickham Bowling Club, his 
main social outlet, he donated the Toll Shield. 

On his 91st birthday he told the Press: 
'I attribute the growth and progress of (my). 
business to my health and strength and to 
my ideal of service.' 

A.F Toll died in his 95th year. Fittingly 
the funeral oration at the Central Methodist 
Mission he had helped to found began with 
the words: 

'Last week a part of the industrial history 
of this city passed away ... ' 

But the industrial history continues. 
As part of a $50million development the 
Maryville/Wickham Precinct Albert Toll 
helped to build is being remoulded and 
Throsby Creek is being dredged and nar
rowed to allow for intensive housing. 

'Hamilton-Honeysuckle-Newcastle' 
was the order of the railway stations when 
the writer first travelled to visit grandfather 
Toll, because Wickham Railway Station 
had not yet been built. 

We alighted at Honeysuckle Station 
and walked back to Hannell St. 

Today, Honeysuckle means something 
quite different. 

A far cry from those sand dunes. 

Saturday, July 15, 1995

ALD. A. F. 1bll, of Wickham, who was 70 years 

of age to-day. Th'is 'is hi,s 30th consecutive year as 

a member of the Wickham Counci4 and he has 

been Mayor on four occasions -1911, 1922, 

1927 and 1928. 

( Photo as shown in 1995 newspaper) 

Waterfront: The Honeysuckle Inn - the former Albion - set for auction. 
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'We were young and the war Was over' 

Welcome news: From left, Mrs Florence Ross (then Dillon) and Ms Phyllis Mook jitterbugging in Hunter Street in 1945. 

By ALEK SCHULHA 
Staff Reporter 

FIFTY years ago today 
millions of people through
out Australia and the world 
celel;,rated the end of World 
War II. 

The Australian Prime Minis
ter, Mr Chifley, in an early 
morning broadcast of the for
mal announcement of the Jap
anese s1,1rrender said: 'Fellow 
citizens, the war is over. The 
Japanese Government has 
accepted the terms of surren
der imposed by the Allied 
nations and hostilities will 
now cease.' 

The remainder of that day 
and the next were declared 
public holidays. 

And like many other towns 
and cities throughout Austra
lia, the people of Newcastle 
celebrated the announcement 
by dancing in the streets. 

Mrs Florence Ross (then 
Miss Dillon), of Cooks Hill and 
Ms Phyllis Mook, of Hamilton, 
were two people caught up in 
the emotion of the day. 

Mrs Ross was working in Mr 
Cavalier's optometrist's shop, 
opposite the old Newcastle 
Police Station in Hunter St, 
when the war's end was 
announced. 

'We just raced out into 
Hunter St, as did everyone 
else, and started shouting and 
yelling,' Mrs Ross said. 

'Someone put a record on, 

which was played over a 
microphone which started 
everyone dancing. 

'Some of our mob climbed 
on top of the air raid shelter in 
front of the police station and 
started to dance on it. A 
policeman finally told us to 
get off. 

'It was an unbelievable time 
for everyone. It's something 
that will never be repeated.' 

Ms Mook was with her 
father at his Swansea fruit 
shop when the news came. 

'My father told me to get on 
the back of his truck and hold 
the Chinese national flag 
while we drove back to Hamil
ton,' Ms Mook said. 

'From there I went into 
Newcastle to meet the other 
members of our mob.' (Mrs 
Ross and Ms Mook were mem
bers of a group of about 60 
women and men.) 

'We heard the day before 
that a declaration might be 

Memories: Ms Phyllis Mook and Mrs Florence Ross dancing in 
Hunter St, where they celebrated the war's end in 1945. 

made the next day so we 
arranged to meet in front of 
the Newcastle Post Office to 
celebrate. 

'We were all so happy and 
excited that the war was over. 
It also meant an end to cou
pons and rations.' 

Mrs Ross said: 'We didn't 
have a care in the world. We 
were young, the war was over 
and we wanted to have a good 
time. 

'Life was different then for 
young people. We didn't worry 

about drinking or smoking.' 
While the mob was kicking 

up its heels in Newcastle, Mr 
Alexander Ross, originally 
from Wickham, was fighting 
the enemy in New Britain, off 
Papua New Guinea. 

He said he was still fighting 
on the eve of the ceasefire and 
was not told about the end of 
the war until the next day. Mr 
Ross worked at the Palais 
after school where he met his 
future wife, Florence Dillon. 

More reports, Page 6 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1995 

Remembrance: Major Bill Shephard and daughter Catherine, of Singleton, 
planted crosses in the Christ Church Cathedral grounds yesterday. 

�i Civic march: A group of women joined the Newcastle march to Civic Park yesterday.
·.•• - Pictures by DAVID WICKS and DARREN PATEMAN
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Night of nostalgia 
as region rem.em.hers 

By ALEK SCHULHA 
Staff Reporter 

• THE music of Glenn M iller,
Tommy Dorsey, Harry James

i �Jnnmy Kaye and others wil 
once again fill the air at the 
N'.Elwcastle Showground this 
weekend as part of a nostalgic 
spectacular to celebrate the end 
0fWorld War II. 

The Newcastle Entertainment 
Centre will stage a re-enactment 
ofthe World War II camp concerts 
aal1ed 'A Night of Nostalgia.' 

The three-hour show will be 
hosted by Bobby Limb and will 
fuature Lucky Grills, Ray 
No'tthey, Naomi Coggan, the 
Andrews Sisters' Sisters with the 
OI-J6es, the Sounds of the Glen 
Mi)ler Orchestra featuring vocal
ists Dorothy Barry, Shelley May 
�n;,j W.P. Brennan, and the Four 
'.l'fax. 

The concerts will be held 
tonight at 7.30pm and tomorrow 
from 2pm. 

In addition, radio station 2KO 
will broadcast from a static dis
play in the Hall of Industry and 
present the music of the 1940s, 
news highlights, and segments of 
radio serials and advertisements 
from the era. 

Radio was a major part of life 
during the 1930s, '40s and '50s. 

The showground is also being 
Te-created as the military staging 
camp it became during World War 
IL 

It will again be under Army 
occupation, with sentry posts at 
the Griffiths Rd and Brown St 
entrances staffed by troops in 
Wo,rld War II uniform. 

One hundred drama students 
from district high schools will re
l:r�a te today the arrival of new 
recruits at the showground and 
will go through the same proce
dure as soldiers did during the 
1940s. 

'They will pass through the 
Q0store and be issued with uni
torms and will then undergo drill 
practice. 

The showground exhibition 
building will house a display of 
war memorabilia. 

CityRail will run troop trains 
ftbin the Upper Hunter, Coal
fields, Dungog and the Central 
Coast to Broadmeadow station 
tomorrow to link up with the end
of-war spectacular. 

The free trains will allow ex
diggers to travel  to the 
showground and enjoy the dis
plays and concert. 

Special Endeavour trains will 

Gearing up: Mr Derrick 
Mccard and Mr Bill Pepperall 
prepare for the weekend 
spectacular. 

leave Scone, Dungog and Telarah 
and will pick up ex-diggers on the 
way to Broadmeadow. CityRail 
also has a display at Broadmea
dow station. 

The free trains will also run 
after the Saturday matinee con
cert. 

Extra carriages will be added to 
the regular intercity train from 
Hawkesbury River to Broadmea
dow before and after the concert . 

Former serviceman have to 
wear their uniforms or display 

' 

1 • Dance With A Dolly, 
by Russ Morgan and 

i----- his orchestra. 
2. There Goes That Song Again,

by Sammy Kaye and his orchestra
w ith Nancy Norman.

3. The Story Of A Starry Night,
by Glenn Miller and his orchestra
w ith Ray Eberle.

4. The Trolley Song, by Judy Garland.
5. Don't Fence Me In, by Bing Crosby,

The Andrews Sisters and Vic
Schoen and his orchestra.

6. Together, by Dick Todd.
7. I'm Beginning To See The Light,

by Harry James and his orchestra
with Kitty Kalen.

a. I Dream Of You, by Tommy
Dorsey and his orchestra with
Freddie Stewart.

THE MOVIES 

CIVIC THEATRE: Something 
for the Boys, starring Carmen 
Miranda, Michael O'Shea and 
Vivian Blaine. 
STRAND THEATRE: I Love 
A Soldier, starring Paulette 
Goddard and Sunny Tufts. 

THEATRE ROYAL: Thank Your Lucky 
Stars, starring Humphrey Bogart, 
Eddie Cantor, Bette Davis, Olivia 
DeHaviland, Errol Flynn, John 
Garfield. 

THE LYRIC: The Son of Monte Cristo, 
starring Louis Hayward and Joan 
Bennett. A/ J£ vii 

THE SAVOY AT NORTH LAMBTON: 
Blood and Sand, starring 'fyrone Power. 

PHELANS AT WALLSEND: Mr Big, 
starring Donald O'Connor and 
Peggy Ryan. 

CLOTHING: A frock 
of flat crepe featuring 
graceful draping at 
the front from 
Breckenridge's 

of ewcastle was advertised in The 
Newcastle Morning Herald for eight 
pounds, six shillings and seven
pence, 
or 13 coupons. 

A nightie and matching slip and 
scantee could be purchased from 
John's, in Hunter St, Newcastle, 
for six pounds, one shilling 
and sixpence. 

Hustlers, of Newcastle, 
West Maitland, Cessnock and 
Singleton advertised women's 
ribbed basque cardigans for 
13 shillings and sixpence, 
winter coats for 49 shillings 
and 11 pence, fancy mens 
patterned coat sweaters for 16 
shillings and 11 pence, all wool 
natural flannel pyjamas for 15 
shillings and 11 pence and 
cotton tweed trousers for 14 
shillings and 11 pence. 

FURNffURE: Bed settees were 
available from Cox Bros, in Hunter 
St, for 59 shillings and sixpence, or 
one shilling and sixpence a week. 

They also advertised quality bedding 
from 29 shillings and sixpence. 

LOTTERY: The winner of the State 
Lottery won five thousand pounds. 
Second prize was one thousand 
pounds, third 500 pounds and 
fourth 300 pounds. 

their medals or a letter from the War II concert at 5pm when the 
RSL to receive free travel. bonfire will be lit. 

A huge bonfire will round off The town's oldest diggers, Mr 
V-P Day celebrations at Raymond Mick Winterbine, 86, and Mr
Terrace tomorrow. Keith Woods, 85, will light the

A special commemorative ser- bonfire.vice will be held at the town's Vietnam veterans will hold a ser-cenotaph at 2pm followed by a 
march to Boomerang Park. vice in Maitland on Sunday to com-

The park was a military camp memorate Vietnam Veteran's Day,
during the war with a searchlight which is observed on August 18. 
and an anti-aircraft battery. A The service will be held at the 
bonfire was lit in the park in 1945 memorial at the Maitland Ex-Ser
to celebrate the end of the war. viceman's and Citizens Club from 

A 1945-style sports carnival 11am. It will be followed by a con
will be held for childrep during cert in the club grounds from 
the afternoon followed by a World •• noo1\.
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School recognises wartime c nnections 

Eight to the bar: New Lambton Primary School Year 6 pupils, from left, Kate McNamara, Joanne Stallard and Sheree Williams, dressed 
up as the Andrews Sisters to welcome Mr Wilfred Goold, DFC. 

FORMER 
0

World War II 
radar operators who revisited 
New Lambton Public School 
yesterday were once again 
involved in a unique event. 

From 1940 to 1945, the 
RAAF used the school as the 
second fighter sector. 

In the war years, all stu
dents were accommodated at 
other schools, being trans
ported daily to Lambton, Ham
ilton, Adamstown and Cardiff. 

The fighter sector was 
responsible for fighter aircraft 
control and coordination for 
Newcastle. 

Besides usual operations, a 
central training school was set 
up within the sector to train 
operations room personnel 
and to do refresher courses. 

It was the only school in 
Australia that closed for mili
tary purposes. 

The school was returned to 
the NSW Department of Edu
cation and was ready for stu
dents at the start of the 1946 
school year. 

During a special assembly 

yesterday, the RAAF pre
sented a plaque commemorat
ing its involvement at the 
school. 

It also presented a RAAF 
ensign (battle flag of the 
RAAF) to the school. 

It now is the only school in 
Australia allowed to· fly the 
flag. 

Special permission was 
obtained from the Chief of the 
Air Force in Canberra for the 
flag to be presented and for it 
to be flown by the school. 

About 240 returned service 
men and women attended yes
terday's assembly, including 
40 who served at the school 
during the war. 

Mrs Jo Dunbar, of Sydney, 
joined the RAAF radar section 
in South Australia in 1942 and 
was posted at New Lambton 
school from the end of 1943 to 
1944. 

She also worked on Ash 
Island while posted in the 
Newcast•e area. 

Mrs Dunbar was 18 and in 
her first year at university 

studying for an arts degree 
when she was called up. 

She was given 24 hours 
notice before having to report 
for duty and was among the 
�r�t 30 women in Australia to 

, join the radar ranks. 
, -Because of the secrecy asso

ciated with radar work during 
the war, Mrs Dunbar could not 
even tell her mother what she 
did in the RAAF. 

Another guest yesterday 
was Mr Wilf Goold, of Newcas
tle. 

Mr Goold, who was born in 
Hamilton, attended Hamilton 
Primary School and Newcastle 
Boys High School before join
ing the RAAF in 1940. 

His children attended New 
Lambton school. 

After completing his train
ing as a fighter pilot in Austra
lia, Mr Goold was sent to 
England before being trans
ferred to Burma, where he 
flew Spitfires for two years. 

}Je made hundreds of flights 
in Burma and had five con
firme� enemy warplanes 

destroyed. Though never shot 
down or injured by enemy fire, 
his aircraft were 'shot up' sev
eral times and he crash landed 
his Spitfire after returning 
from a raid. 

The pilot was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for 
his deeds in the Burma cam
paign. 

Mr Goold returned to Aus
tralia in June 1944 and 
became a fighter pilot instruc
tor at Mildura, in Victoria's 
Sunraysia district. 

After the war he ran a furni
ture business in Hunter St, 
which his son took over when 
Mr Goold retired about 10 
years ago. 

The business has since 
closed. 

Mr Goold is now an accom
plished colour artist. 

New Lambton school com
missioned him to paint a New
castle cityscape, which was 
presented to the Lord Mayor 
of Newcastle, Cr John 
McNaughton, yesterday. 

- Alek Schulha
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HISTORY IN OUR 

TODAY it is a building 
apart, a forgotten building 
standing forlorn in Newcas
tle's East End, a victim of time 
and an earthquake. 

It was once the most mod
ern hospital in NSW and when 
the first part of it was officially 
opened in May, 1915, a politi
cian involved in its funding 
and construction said that he 
hoped the hospital would 
never be full.

Politician's rhetoric and 
wishful thinking, for beds in 
the hospital were always in 
demand and over the next 
seven decades it was the sal
vation for thousands of sick 
people. 

TREETS 

It was in late 1912 that the 
Government decided to con
struct a new hospital in New
castle, to be built at a cost of 
£66,731 pounds. 

Landmark: The 'New Hospital' - only the north wing - in 1915. At right, the same building 80 years on.

Mr George McRae, the Gov
ernment architect, prepared 
two schemes, A and B. Plan B 
was the one he preferred and 
the one recommended by a 
Government public works 
committee. It had 'pavilions' 
running north-south and east
west. 

Mr McRae said that the pro
posed new hospital would be 
sufficient to meet the needs of 
Newcastle for many years to 
come, but emphasised that it 

would not be big enough to course; Arnott's Paddock, in Dr Martin Doyle, MLC, said 
serve both Newcastle and the Union St; the old cricket that everywhere in the world 
northern region. ground in Cooks Hill, and sites hosfitals 'go to the popula-

Mr McRae and others at Merewether, Waratah and tion . 
wanted more space for the hos- Lambton. 'There can be no further 
pital and at one time there Opponents of the use of the population in Newcastle East, 
was a chance that Pacific Park old hospital site pointed out it must go westward,' he said. 
and a block of buildings in Tel- that when the old one had 'Of the 44,000 people served by 
ford St would be resumed to been built in 1866 the popula- Newcastle Hospital, 32,000 
get the land. Other sites sug- tion of Newcastle did not live outside the city ofNewcas
gested were the present-day extend much beyond the Aus- tle.' 
James Fletcher Hospital; the tralian Agricultural Compa- In late February, a deputa
Rugby Football Ground (then ny's bridge (in Hunter St at tion went to Sydney to discuss 
at the western end of the city Crown St) and the trend of the pr�_blem with a Govern
near to�y.y's Stewart Ave and population by 1 13 was ment �nister. He bluntly told • 
Parry Sy;; the nearby old tace 'entirely westward'. the dept1tation that the then 

Newcastle Hospital was 'a dis
grace to the district' and that 
it should urgently be replaced. 
At the meeting, Dr Doyle 
claimed that 90% of Newcastle 
residents were against the 
hospital being built in New
castle East. 

On June 1, , 1913, the foun
dation stone of the new hospi
tal was laid, next to the site of 
the old one. It would have 
three pavilions, the central 
and southern pavilions being 
two storeys a 1d the northern 
one three ston•ys. 

WEDNESDAY, S1;:PTEMBER 13, 1995· 
-------
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Ferris leaves. Wests behincl 

to pilot Mariners' debut year 
By ROBERT DILLON 

Sport Reporter 

BOB Ferris blew full-time 
yesterday on his 15-year 
involvement with Western 
Suburbs Leagues Club to 
accept the position of chief 
executive officer with the 
Hunter Mariners. 

Mr Ferris officially resigned 
as general manager of Wests 
on Monday night and 
announced his handshake 
deal with the Mariners at a 
media conference held in the 
leagues club yesterday after
noon. 

One of the driving forces 
behind Wests controversial 
involvement in Super League, 
Mr Ferris was effectively 
forced to choose between the 
two organisations when Wests 
members voted overwhelm
ingly last month for the club to 
withdraw its links with the 
breakaway competition. 

His decision was a vote of 
confidence in the Mariners 
and was well accepted by 
Wests president Mr Kevin 
McDougall, who described Mr 
Ferris as being 'like a son' and 
wished him all the best. 

Mr Ferris will remain at 
Wests for another month 
before linking with the Mari
ners to prepare for their debut 
season in Super League, 
which he is confident will be 
next year. 

His replacement will be his 
understudy of the past 10 
years, assistant general man
ager Mr Philip Gardner. 

Yesterday's media confer
ence was upstaged earlier in 

, the day by Parramatta 
Leagues Club's chief execu
tive, Mr Denis Fitzgerald. 

BOB FERRIS 
From �t Leagues t.o Super League 

Previous employers: ii Nelson Bay Golf Club, 
Goulburn Soldiers Club 

New employers: 

Hunter Mariners 

MAIOR ACHIEVEMENTS 

WITH WESTS: 

■ Increase in membership from
5000 in 1980 to 30,000 in 1995.

■ Extensions that have seen West
become one of the biggest
clubs in Australia.

■ Hosting the annual Registered
Club's Association conference,
which brings millions of dollars
into the city each year.

■ Record trading figures in 1993,
1994 and 1995.

Speaking on behalf of the
Australian Rugby League 
(ARL) premiership policy com
mittee at a meeting in Newcas
tle, Mr Fitzgerald pre-empted 
Mr Ferris's announcement 

and criticise<! him for !lhowing. 
his 'true colours' in tii·ying to 
'pull down' the Knight:�. 

Mr Ferris was reluctant to 
get involved in a s1langing 
match, saying: 'Denis, is enti
tled to his opinion ... it was 
disappointing but I don't wan� 
to come down to that llevel. 

'That's the way t.he ARL 
wants to play the game and it's 
a different game to, what I , 
intend to play.' 

Mr Ferris said lea vii ng Wests 
was a 'very sad ti,me' but 
added that he would not have 
given up the position if he was 
not optimistic that 'the Mari-
ners would succeed. 

'I did so because :I'm confi
dent that the peop,!le of the 
Hunter Valley will come to fol
low the Hunter Marliners and 
the majority of them will come 
to support them,' he said. 

'I'm also confide.nt in the 
value of the Hunter < Mariners 
to the Hunter Valley.' 

Mr McDougall spoke glow
ingly of Mr Ferris, vvho he said 
was 'not silly enou1,h to move 
on to a job oflesser money and 
lesser opportunitie!,'. 

'When Bob cam1e here in 
1980, he came to us from Goul
burn and he was au unknown 
in the town,' he said. 

'You can see what he's 
achieved since he'o been here. 

'I don't know ho w many mil
lions of dollars ,we've made 
since 1980 but it's quite con
siderable, if you have a look 
around this huge mausoleum 
(Wests) that surrounds us.' 

Mr Ferris revealed that the 
Mariners were c1J1nsidering a 
host of sites aEl temporar.y 
home gr,ounds fmr next @eason 
and may play i.ome 'of . its, 
matches at Wyo.n g. 

·•.



Memories of 
19th century 
Newcastle 

N
EWCASTLE, 1857. 'It was a 
straggling sort of town', 

I 
wrote a former resident. 

'The shops began from the junction 
1 of Wolfe St with Hunter St.' 

The resident, writing in the 

I 
Newcastle Morning Herald and 
Miners' Aduocate in the early 
1930s under the byline of 
'Septuagenarian' was a Mr 
Corlette, son of James Corlette, a 
one-time chief accountant and 
attorney with the Australian 
Agricultural Company (Corlette St 
is named after him). 

Mr Corlette jnr spent 20 years 
in Newcastle, from 1857 to 1877, 
and when he was asked to write 
about that period the floodgates of 
his memory opened to reveal what 
it was like living in the area at a 
time when the district was 
beginning to lose its small-town 
look and begin its development as 
a city. 

In the late 1850s Mr Corlette 
recalled that the post office was 
then at the southern end of Watt 
St and 'it was a long way to go to 
post letters'. 

'There was no Great Northern 
Hotel and to go to Allan's Hill (Fort 
Scratchley) one had to walk on 
planks, in Indian file, over the 
sandhills. The old jail was in 
existence but in ruins.' (The last 
hanging at the jail had occurred 
nine years before young Corlette's 
arrival in Newcastle.) 

Nobby's breakwater was then 
'rather difficult to negotiate in 
anything like rough weather, as 
there were openings in several r places.' 

'Marketing was done in the 
early morning at Market Wharf 
(bottom of Market St). The 
steamers used to leave for Sydney 
each day at 10am. The departure 
of the steamer was the great event 
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of the day, and most of the 
businessmen were at the wharf to 
see the steamer off.' 

Mr Corlette remembered a 'little 
settlement' at Honeysuckle Point 
'near the beach' and seeing two 
vessels being built there, one a brig 
the other a schooner. Both were 
launched on the same day. 

He also recalled the loss of the 
Cawarra, Newcastle's greatest 
shipping disaster. He saw the huge 
seas engulf the ship, the funnel fall 
and the ship disappear. 

'Those who risked the old 
breakwater to get to Nobby's said 
they could hear the screams of the 
drowning.' 

Sixty people died; there was one 
survivor. 

'I went over to Stockton beach a 
day or two afterwards and saw the 
foam on the beach about three feet 
high. I picked up a cribbage board 
and my companion found a 
numberplate of one of the cabins. I 
remember the awful day of the 
funeral and watched the procession 
pass from the corner ofNewcomen 
and Church streets, just opposite 
Christ Church parsonage. There 
were two hearses and six or seven 
drays with coffins piled up in each. 
It was a sad sight. The funeral 
service took a long time. ' 

Among the 
local heroes of 
the period was 
Hughie Holt, 
who on more 
than one 

__ ___...--
,· 

I 
A 

Street scene: An artist's impression of Newcastle's Hunter St as it was in the early 1870s. 

occasion swam out to vessels in 
distress with a lifeline. 

'He was a splendid swimmer 
and wonderfully brave. I 
remember when he was presented 
with medals for his bravery in 
lifesaving.' Mr Holt later became 
station master at Waratah. 

'Stockton was a very stirring 
place in those days,' wrote Mr 
Corlette. 'Mr Scott's (afterwards 
Mr O'Sullivan's) patent slip was 
there, a store and a hotel, but 
there were not many houses. There 
was a wreck on the beach for many 
years. I was to! 1 was the wreck 
of the Eleanor Lancaster.' 

He also remembered a small 
woocl ., Church of England being 
bu11t at Stockton which had an 'old 
organ turned with a handle, which 
had been in use in Christ Church, 
Newcastle . .. and the 
old-fashioned hymns and chants 
that rolled out of it.' 

In the town there were many 
open spaces. 

'For i;ome years there were no 
buildings on either side of the A.A.
Company's bridge (at Crown St) 
and the Lake Rd (Darby St). There 
were no buildings on either side of 
the street { Hunter St, the, ection 
then called Blane St) until one 
came to the residences of Mr 
James Brown, Mr W. Sparke and 
the Hlack Diamond Hotel (now 
Wheeler Place). 

'Carrington was Bullock Island 
and there were few houses there. 
Waratah was there but the 
settlement was chiefly on the 
Hanbury side.' 

There was no township of 
Merewether. 'That part of the 
district was called The Junction or 
the Potteries.' 

It was a custom in Mr Corlette's 
youth for dead horses to be thrown 
into the sea off the cliffs near the 
Bogey Hole. It was also a place 
were young boys regularly met to 
throw stones at the carcasses. A 
youngster, Edward Jones, was 
picking up stones close to the edge 
of the cliffs when it gave way and 
he was killed in the fall. 

There was another youngster, 
Oliver Wilton, whose death 
followed a blow received from a 
bail while playing cricket. 

Like all boys, the young Mr 
Corlette sometimes got up to 
mischief. He recalled being on the 
property of the Coal and Copper 
Company, south of Merewether. 

'I remember being caught in the 
tunnel when the train came 
through. One had to squeeze into 
the side of the tunnel, and as the 
engine was throwing out sparks all 
the way it was not a pleasant 
experience.' 

Mr Corlette also visited some of 
Newcastle's first theatres. He saw 
performances at the original 

Victoria and Royal theatres in 
Watt St and saw minstrel shows, 
then very much in vogue, in the old 
Newcastle courthouse (now the 
site of Newcastle post office). 

He also recalled the first Royal 
visit to Newcastle, in 1868, when 
the then Duke of Edinburgh went 
down the Borehole pit and 'I went 
down in the next cage and saw him 
again'. 

He also saw a Chinese giant 
named Chang, who was almost 
three metres tall. 'I saw him 
stooping to hide his great height as 
he ran to the steamer with a crowd 
behind him.' 

Then there were election times 
when the hustings were in front of 
the old courthouse. 

'Very lively scenes were often 
witnessed and rotten eggs were 
sometimes very much in evidence.' 

Meetings and gatherings were 
commonplace in Newcastle during 
the 1860s and 1870s and Mr 
Corlette remembered one resident 
who regularly attended them: 
'There was one worthy citizen who 
was known as "Amendment X' 
because he never attended a 
meeting without moving an 
amendment.' 

This is the first of an occasional 
series of articles based on 
reminiscences of former residents of 
Newcastle and the Hunter. 



When the express way 
I

T was a bargain not to be
missed. For one shilling, 
passengers who chose to sail 

on the paddle steamer Cornubia
could travel steerage class from 
Morpeth to Sydney. A 
cabin-class voyage would cost an 
extra shilling. 

The time was the 1840s, when 
Morpeth was the major port in 
the Hunter and Newcastle was 
no more than a stopover. The 
Hunter River Steam Navigation 
Company dominated the Hunter 
River trade and charged 
accordingly. 

Before the Cornubia came on 
the scene the Hunter River 
Company advertised its 
passenger rates between 
Morpeth and Sydney as 20/- for 
cabin class and 8/- shillings for 
steerage. 

The company's opposition hit 
back with lower rates and a price 
war developed. Travel on the 
Comubia at the low price did not 
last long but brought some 
adjustment in the cost of travel. 
The steamer was eventually 
taken out of service. 

The Morpeth to Sydney 
service was Australia's oldest 
ocean steamship route. It was an 
exhilarating, picturesque ·and 
sometimes dangerous route. The 
steamships, or packet steamers, 
were uncomfortable in heavy 
seas. When they were on the 
Hunter.River they were mostly 
in calm waters although they 
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sometimes went aground. 
The Sydney-Morpeth service 

began in 1831 with the arrival of 
the Sophia Jane. This 
schooner-rigged paddlesteamer 
was soon joined by the first 
locally built paddle steamer, 
William The Fourth. 

These were followed by the 
Phoenix, the Sovereign,
Shamrock, Rose, Thistle, Tamar, 
James Watt, Morpeth, 
Coonabara, Kembla, Williams, 
Paterson, Archer, Namoi, 
Hunter, Maitland, Collaroy, 
Sydney, Newcastle and the City
of Newcastle. 

All became well:known on the 
river and the harbour. 
Thousands of Newcastle and 
Hunter residents travelled on 
these steamers. For many years 
it was the safest and quickest 
way to get to and from Sydney. 
The overland route was long, 

tedious and dangerou · for it was 
the time of the bu:hranger,-. The 
service was regular and reliable, 
cancelled only through bad 
weather. 

The Hunter River Company 
took most of the trade with the 
commissioning of its three 
famous steamers, the R<1se,
Thistle, and Shamrock. They ran 
a daily shuttle service between 
the company's wharf in Sydney 
and the Morpeth wharf. 

As Newcastle grew m 
importance and size, there were 
complaints about the steamer 
companies that concentrated 
more on the Morpeth trade at 
the expense of Newcastle. In 
1873 the newly formed 
Newcastle Steamship Company 
introduced the Kembla. Fares 
were 12/6 cabin class and 7/6 
steerage. The other companies 
were forced to review their 
charges. 

It was not always a 
comfortable trip for passengers. 
One early traveller wrote of such 
trips: 'When the steamers left 
Newcastle at 10am, dinner was 
served on board to those who 
were able to tackle it. The 
passengers who felt unable to 
partake of any meal were lying 
in bunks round the saloon, with 
only a curtain between them and 
the diners. Sometimes it was 
rather trying, even to the best 
sailors, when a passenger behind 
the curtain became violently 
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History pipped at the post 
By BEN DOHERTY 

LAMBTON: WHEN the post office in 
Elder St was auctioned this year a 125-

year chapter of the community's history 
came to an end. 

It all began in 1881, when a . large
group of residents gathered to discuss
the need for a new post office. 

Most agreed the area ne�ded a ne_w
one because of the steady mcrease m
business over the years. 

A resolution was quickly passed to 
demand a new post office. 

A deputation was formed to approach 
the Postmaster-General and ask for a 
new building. 

He denied the deputation's request, 
saying business done by the existing
Lambton Post Office did not warrant a
new one. 

The fight went on until the middle of
1882, when the government p�omised a 
new building, but the chosen site had to 
be abandoned with the discovery of f?ur 
underground water tanks, which
ensured no foundation stone could be
laid. 

Work finally began on the new post
office towards the end of 1882, with the
demolition of an ol� timbe� house and
excavation of the site, which cost the
government £250.

The contractor, Mr T. Burke of Wal
lsend took 18 months to construct the
building. Records indicate the new post
office cost £1848.

• End of an era ... the Lambton post office.

The Lambton post and telegraph 
master, Mr H. Bowthorn, took posses
sion of the post office in June 1884.

The building, on the corner of Dickson 
and Morehead streets, was built on a 
concrete foundation with a �asem�n� of 
Pyrmont stone. The main bnck bwldmg 

had a veranda facing Dickson St. 

The office was fitted with all the lat
est postal and telegraph equipment 
available at the time. 

It offered a complete postal service 
including Government Savings Bank 
business. 

to Sydney was by ocean 

�-

Well-travelled: The Hunter, one of the last Sydney-Newcastle packet steamers, at its home wharf. 

seasick in the bunk.' 
Grace was always said before 

a meal, usually by the captam 
unless there was a minister or 
priest aboard. After soup was 
served 'the steward came round 
and asked each passenger at the 
table for 2/6 for the dinner.' 

For rival companies one of the 
best ways of advertising was to 
race their steamers between the 
two ports. 

A new steamer would always 

be welcomed to the ports; in the 
Hunter crowds would gather on 
the harbour foreshores and on 
Shepherd's Hill and along the 
river when a new ship arrived. 

With the completion of the 
Sydney-Newcastle railway in 
1887 the heyday of the steamers 
was over. But there was one last 
fling. There was a delay of two 
years in the opening of the 
Hawkesbury railway bridge and 

during this 
time the 
captain of the 
Newcastle 
claimed that 
his steamer 
could beat the 
Sydney to 
Newcastle 
train'by an 
hou,r. {Train 
passengers 
then had to 
leave the 
Newcastle
bound train at 
Brooklyn and 
catch the 
steamer 
General 
Gordon to a 
wharf near 
Wondabyne 
before linking 

·up with the
tr.ain to
Newcastle.) 

It was once
estimated that
the Newcastle
sailed almost
150 voyages a
year between
Newcastle and
Sydney and in
her Jong career

sailing between the ports she 
steamed about two and half 
times the distance between the 
earth and the moon. When she 
retired she was stripped and 
scuttled off Sydney Heads. 

The packet steamers were also 
used on public holidays and 
other occasions to take 
picknickers up the river or to 
Port Stephens. 

With the coming of the 
railway the number of 
passengers and the amount of 
freight using the steam packets 
fell. Two local steamship 
companies merged in the early 
1890s to become the Newcastle 
and Hunter River Steamship 
Company. By then the decline of 
Morpeth had begun and 
Newcastle's importance as a 
major coal export port was well 
recognised. 

In 1931, just on 100 years 
after the Sophia Jane arrived at 
Morpeth to begin what was to 
become a very successful service, 
the steam packet journeys to 
Morpeth ceased. 

A service continued between 
Newcastle and Sydney but in the 
late 1930s the Hunter was sold to 
China. The Gwydir, assisted by 
some cargo steamers, continued 
the service but when it was lost 
following collision at Norah 
Head in 1942 it was the end of 
111 years of passenger travel by 
steam packets. 

For a few more years it was 
possible to travel to Sydney by 
ship but by then they were cargo 
ships with limited berths for 
passengers. 
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Pioneer pastoralist's home up for auctio 
,. " 

, 
Impressive: The hi9toric Wallalong homestead that will go under the auctioneer's hammer on Saturday. 

By MIKE SCANLON It was intact, right down to wide timber 
Staff Reporter verandas, room cedar skirtings and a cluster 

A RARE piece of Hunter Valley colonial his
tory which has survived remarkably intact in 
the same family for the past 172 years is to go 
under the auctioneer's hammer on Saturday. 

Three generations of the.Scott family have 
occupied the sprawling Wallalong property, 
near Hinton, since pioneer pastoralist Dr Wal
ter Scott was initially granted 600 acres near 
the Paterson River in 1823 and hacked out a 
mini-empire from dense cedar scrub by put
ting his rich river flats under cultivation. 

A descendant, Mr Gavin Scott, -84, said on 
site last week that an indication of the later 
prosperity of the age was Wallalong home
stead's impressive slate-roofed, stone stables 
with their big, twin coach doors. 

The hob-nail floor tiles are the first indica
tion of a stunning stable interior, possibly 
now unique, which was completely imported 
from Ireland right down to built-in feed boxes 
and watering troughs. 

The mares' stalls are even divided by deco
rative iron railings surmounted by cast-iron 
horse heads. 

'Looking at it, I'd have to say that the whole 
stable structure was built not after, but 
around the special cast-iron interior which 
was bought at a London exhibition,' Mr Scott 
said. 

The six-bedroom, 'new' Wallalong house, 
itself dating from 1862, with a smaller 1913 
addition, is no less impressive. It sits hidden 
on a hill, encircled by dark trees and over
looking the flood plains of Hinton and Mor
peth 'Yith grand views to Maitland, Largs and 
the mountains at Broke beyond. 

Real estate agent Mr Craig Lee, who 
expects the house and 2.3ha of land to fetch 
more than $600,000 at auction on Saturday, 
said that in his 60 years of business he had 
never struck any property like it. 

of original bells used to summon servants. 
So fertile was the Scott land and so bound

less the opportunities that a near neighbour, 
the shrewd John Eales of Duckenfield, was 
once reputed to be, and probably was, the 
richest man in Australia before his death in 
1871. He ended his days building a legendary 
stone mansion, now long since demolished. 

The fortunes of the original Dr Scott 
(1787-1854) also fared well as he steadily 
extended his landholdings into mammoth 
linked estates stretching from the Paterson to 
the Williams rivers, before returning to 
England and dying, leaving everything to � 
nephew and namesake. 

The present Mr Scott said he and his sister 
Joy, at 95 years of age, were the youngest and 
oldest respectively of six children and it was 
an appropriate time to dispose of the prop
erty, which required much upkeep. 

The prized house contents and the family's 
last 162ha (400 acres) land holdings - whit
tled down from about 2000ha (5000 acres) at 
its zenith - will be sold separately next 
month. 

And more secrets may yet be revealed. Mr 
Scott said that until a Brisbane researcher 
wrote a book in 1988 about his Scottish ances
tor surgeon no one was aware that during a 
brief military career at Moreton Bay settle
ment he became Queensland's first doctor, 
civilian citizen and accountant. 

'Little is really known about much of our 
family because my grandfather suddenly died 
when my father was only aged nine and 
hadn't passed on much family history,' Mr 
Scott said. 

'I do know, however, that all the cut stone 
fac ng our homestead verandas was all Bal
main sandstone which came up as ship ballast 
in the heyday of river transport to Morpeth.' 

---------------------� 

Descendant: Mr Gavin Scott 



Clouds roll by as mighty 3801 steams in 
/ 

All aboard: The historic 3801 locomotive lets off a little steam before heading back to Sydney yesterday afternoon . 

THE legendary locomotive 
3801 pulled the Newcastle 
Flyer into Newcastle railway 
station yesterday amid a cloud 
of steam and the hiss of 
brakes, five minutes early and 
full of delighted passengers. 

electrification of the line 
began in 1982. 

'The Newcastle Flyer was 
one of the premier steam ser
vices in its day and the 3801 is 
probably the most famous 
steam locomotive in Austra
lia,' the public affairs manager 
for State Rail, Mr Simon Fos
ter, said yesterday. 

held the record for the fastest 
train journey from Sydney to 
Newcastle, in a time of two 
hours and 1 ½ minutes. 

Tht, fastest Sydraey to New
castle run done by the current 
XPT service is one hour and 59 
minutes. 

. Greg Heys, was at Newcastle 
station yesterday to welcome 
passengers as they disem
barked from the train. 

The travellers were 
impressed with their morn
ing's adventure back in time. 

State Rail has rolled out the 
3801 to celebrate 140 years of 
the railway in NSW with daily 
non-stop trips from Sydney to 
Newcastle and back until 
Monday. 

Mr Foster's grandfather was 
one of the mechanics who 
helped build the 3801. 

One or"the .reasons the loco
motive was so famous was its 
speed, Mr Foster said. 

Yesterday's six-car service, 
which can carry 350 passen
gers, left Sydney at 9am near 
full and pulled into Newcastle 
two hours and 28 minutes 
later. It left for the return trip 
to Sydney at 2.55pm all but 
booked solid. 

'We wanted to relive the 
Newcastle Flyer,' Mrs Gwen 
Ritchie, of Sydney, said as she 
climbed off the train. 'We used 
to ride on the original ones.' 

Mrs Ritchie's husband, Bob, 
rode on the 3801 in 1945. The 3801, which was built in 

1943, was one of the original 
engines used on the steam
hauled Newcastle Flyer before For many years the 3801 Newcastle's Lord Mayor, Cr 

'You used to get morning tea 
served to you in your seat in 
the old one-,' he recalled. 

WHEN it was built in 1861 
it was called The Ridge but 
most Novocastrians know it as 
Hillcrest. 

Many born in the Newcastle 
area have the name Hillcrest 
on their birth certificates for it 
once was a maternity home. 

It was built by Edward 
Christopher Merewether the 
year after he married Augusta 
Maria Mitchell. Augusta was 
the elder daughter of Dr 
James Mitchell who owned 
most of the the area. It was 
then called Burwood Estate. 
Today it is Merewether. 

James Mitchell applied to 
buy land in the area in 1835. 
In July of that year an adver
tisement appeared in the NSW 
Government Gazette drawing 
attention to Dr Mitchell's 
application. It mentioned that 
the land was '900 acres 
(360ha), more or less, near the 
town of Newcastle, bounded on 
the east by land of AW.Scott, 
Esq,; on the north by the Aus
tralian Agricultural Compa
ny 's grant of 2000 acres 
(800ha), . .. and on the south 
by the ocean and the lake.' 

Mitchell later purchased 
Scott's land and in 1849 he 
added 414 acres (170ha) to the 
west and then picked up 
another 100 acres (40ha) to go 
with it. 

Then and no�'. The time is June, 1901, at left, when the house known today as Hillcrest was known as The Ridge. At right,
the house as 1t 1s today, 134 years after Edward Merewether moved into it with his wife, Augusta. 

In the 1840s Mitchell leased 
some of his land for coal min
ing and in 1853 the Coal and 
Copper Company was formed 
and by 1862 more than 1.3 
million tons of coal had been 
taken from the area, most 
from Burwood Estate. 

The Red Road, today's 
Mitchell St, was the private 
drive to The Ridge. For many 
years the house stood on the 
hill overlooking vast areas of 
dense scrub and ti-trees to the 
north and surrounded on the 
hills to the south and weft by 
eucalypts and oak trees. 

When Mitchell died in 1869 
the estate was taken over by 
his son-in-law, Edward Mer
ewether. 

The old estate was infor
mally divided into several 
areas, all with their own 
names. There was The Pot
tery, named after the pottery 
works of Mr Nathan Welham; 
The Junction, where railway 
lines from the mines met; west 
of The Junction was Burwood 
and further west again was 
The Glebe. 

There was alw a racecourse 
on the estate and the area sur-

rounding it was called, simply, 
The Racecourse. 

The town was incorporated 
in 1885 and held its first 
municipal elections in October 
of that year. By 1910 its popu
lation was estimated at about 
6500 and would have been 
more but for an exodus, over 
the previous five years, of min
ers to the Coalfields where 
new mines were being opened. 

As Newcastle progressed, so 
did Merewether. It becar!l.e a 
much sought-after area •and 
the old Merewether estate was 
gradually sub-divided. 

The Ridge, the house that 
once stood majestically on the 
hill as Merewether's crowning 
glory, gradually began to find 
itself hemmed in by develop
ment. 

Today, after several years 
as a Salvation Army hospital 
named Hillcrest, it has been 
fully restored as a residence. If 
houses could tell stories then 
The Ridge/Hillcrest would 
have great ones to relate, for it 
has seen Merewether grow 
from a few timber cottages to 
the the modern Newcastle sub
urb it is today. 
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Colonial constable a f once to be reckoned with 
' 

H
IS 11a111e was once synony
mous with law enforcement 
in the Newcastle area and 

when he rel irf'd in 1903 he was 
describf'd ac; 'an upright, honour
ablf' man'. 

William Caner Lvnch retired as a 
superintendent (a promotion given 
on retirem<'nt) but served in the 
Nf'wcastlf' arra as a sub-insprctor 
and insprctor. Uy t lwn he had 

served mon• than 4:l years in the 
NSW Policf'· Pon'<', joining in the 
first days of .January, 1860. Nineteen 
of thosP yPars werp spent in the 
NPwcastle district. 

• 
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Willia111 Lynch was born in Limer-
ick, Ireland . and bPgan his working A country policeman was expected, 
hfE> as an as�1stant tPacher at the among other jobs, to be acting for-agP of IS. Ht>_cie('Jded that teachmg esters, inspE>ctors of vineyards, 
was not t(ie hlE> he w�nted and he inspectors under the Diseased 
foll<?wPd 111 !us father s footstE>ps by Sheep Act (and issue permits for , 
Jommg thr lnsh constabulary

_. 
After sheE>p to travel), inspectors of dis-

two yPars ht> ,c�me to Australia and tilleries, and registrars of births, 
JOmE>d tlw NSW forcE>. deaths and marriages. 

In March, 1860, he was promoted They also had to inspect dairies to acting sergi>ant in the office of each month and report on the con-
thE> Inspector-General of Police. In ditions of both thP dairy and the ani-
1862 lw was iavolvE>d in prepari(\g mals. 

f' 
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t lw first rrgu' at ions to bp framE>d They were also collectors of 
undN thE> tlwn nE>w PohcE> Regula- returns from pastoral·holdings, 
lion Act. manufacturing establishments, 

In 1862 h" was again promoted to ' mills, private schools, and abattoirs. 

Feared and Revered: William Lynch, on the horse, with a detachment of police at Wallsend Cooperative 
Colliery during a period of industrial unrest in December, 1894. 

Senior Serg .. ant and posted to Gou!- ThE>y were agE>nts under the Aborigi-
bum, whE>r•' lw staypd for 21 years. nes' Protection Board and receivers 

Being a polict>man in a country and disbursE>rs of money under the 
1 town was not just a matter of Deserted �ivE>s and Children Act. 

enforcing tlw law. Shortly after his transfer to Goul-
William Lynch dealt with many bum, SE>nior Sergeant Lynch was 

criminals, among them some of appointed gold rE>ceiver for the dis-
Australia's most noto1ious bush- trict,. 
rangers. In 18o5 he was givPn a spe- When the arE>a's goldfields were 
cial award for l11s p,1I1 in tlw cap- w()rking at full capacity,jlhe iron 
turp of armed ro1,bns and the safes in the timber police station 
recovery oft lw pro,'E>erls of several were unable to hold all the gold 

robbE>ries. placed in police care. 
The workload c,f a policeman in William tyn�_h would stash the 

thE> colonial p1·ricd was enormous. remaind'er, somE>times £10,000 

worth, under his bed and keep 
guard over it. 

In 1888 he was promoted to sub
inspE>ctor and transferred to the 
Temora goldfields. 

He came to Newcastle in mid-
1884, arriving in a large town but a 
town that was, in police terms, a 
sub-district. There were almost 30 
police stations in the Newcastle 
area under the command of a super
intendent based at Maitland. 

It took many years for Newcastle 
to convince the NSW Government 
that the city should be made the 
administrative centre for a police 

district. Councils and local Mem
bers of Parliament were often frus
trated over what they saw as being 
'subservient to Maitland'. 

On his arrival in Newcastle, Wil
liam Lynch would have found polic
ing to be somewhat different to 
what it was in the country. 

During his years in Newcastle the 
port became increasingly busy and 
he would have, at some time, 
become an assistant customs offi
cer and an agent for the Foreign 
Seaman's Act. 

He would have also become an 
inquirer for the Taxation ·Depart-

ment, inspector and reportE>r for the 
Old Age Pensions Board, and a 
Crown Land ranger. 

He and his staff would have 
worked on behalf of the Depart
ment of Instruction (Department of 
Education) in bringing to 'justice' 
parents who neglected to send their 
children to school. In 1901 there 
were 1526 such cases dE>tut with by 
police in NSW, 

All this, together with the normal 
court appearances and the endless 
business of fighting crime. 

Industrial disputes, particalarly 
in coal mines and on the wa,E>rfront, 

Colbert exits gracefully at the age of 92 
The aspiring actress won her first

•. n n --=:......;,:.; 

featured part in the 1925 play A Kiss
In A Taxi. Two years later she played

a snake charmer in The Barker, co
starring with Norman Foster, with 
whom she eloped the following year. 
The marriage lasted until 1934. In 
1936, she wed throat surgeon Joel 
Pressman. They remained together 
until his death in 1968. 

During Miss Colbert's successful 
run in The Barker, she worked on her 
first movie, as an Italian-American 
flirt in For the Love of Mike (1927). 
Two years later, she took up Para
mount on its offer to make a talkie -
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The Hole in the Wall (1929) - in 
which she played a fortune teller 
eluding gangster Edward G. Robin
son. And when the stock market 
crash decimated the theatre audi
ence in 1930, Miss Colbert found her
self Hollywood-bound. 

Miss Colbert's last great screen 
performance was in Three Came 
Home (1950), a wartime drama. That 
same year she was scheduled to play 
a character named Margo Channing 
in a script Joe Mankiewicz wrote for 

her called All About Eve. She slipped 
a disk, and Bette Davis got the role of 
a lifetime. 

Over the last decades of her career 
�iss Colbert frequently appeared on 
Broadway in The Marriage-Go
Round (1958), The Irregular Verb to 
Love (1963-64), The Kingfisher ,.1 

(1979), A Talent for Murder (1981) 
and Aren't We All? (1985), in which , 
she looked at least three decades 
Younger than her age Legend: Claudette Colbert 

• Kn�ht-Rldder Newspapers ... -

also occupied Willam Lynch's time. 
The big labour troubles of the late 
1880s and the lengthy strike of 1890 
kept the police in NE>wcastle busy. 
They were often called to a colliery 
at the time of a strike or if ·scab' 
labour had been employed by mine 
owners or managers. 

In March, 18!J3, William Lynch 
became InspE>ctor Lynch, the rank 
he held till his retiremE>nt. By then 
he was the senior policE>man in the 
Newcastle sub-district (and still 
answE>rable to Maitland) and super
vised 28 police stations and 100 
policemE>n who covered a popula
tion of 92,000. 

He often spoke of visiting thE>sE' 
stations - 'out-stations' he called 
them - some of which would be no 
further than Hamilton, Adamstown 
orLambton. 

On his retirement hE> was givE>n a 
dinnE>r by his policE> colleaguE>s at 
thE> Grand Hotel in Bolton St, at 
which he stated 'a policeman should 
always be anxious to do nothing 
that would bring discredit upon the 
force'. 

He also reminded his collE>agues 
that 'the police were not to oppress 
but to protect the public,' and there
fore a police officer had a 'heavy 
reponsibility cast upon him'. 

He reiterated thE>S(> comment.<; 
two days later when lie wa<; pre
sented with an illumi11ated address 
by the 'Citizens of Newcastle'. 

The address rE>ad, in part, 'you 
have gained and hE>ld the goodwill 
and good word of all classE>s by 
your devotion to duty (and) your 
strict SE>nse of justice'. 

Willam Lynch was also prE>sE>nted 
with a purse of 80 soverE>igns. Mr 
Lynch and his wife if>ft NewcastlE> 
the next day to retire to a small 
home in Goulbum, 
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A full life: Clockwise from bottom left, Dean Martin with Frank Sinatra in the film Some Came Running, with former comedy partner Jerry 
Lewis, in Five Card Stud, in Never Too Young, and with Burt Reynolds and Sammy Davis Jr in The Cannonball Run. 

Boxer, bootlegger, galllbler and Hollywood 
legend: Dean Martin dies at hollle aged 78 

LOS ANGELES, Tuesday. -
Dean Martin the easygoing 
crooner who ieft a successful 
comedy act with Jerry_ Lewis to 
become a leading Hollywood 
entertainer, died yesterday aged 
78. 

The singer died at his Beverly 
Hills home of acute respiratory 
failure, his longtime agent and 
friend Mr Mort Viner said. 

Martin and Jerry Lewis were 
top stars in movies, television and 
nightclubs when Martin broke up 
the act in 1957. 

The dark-haired, handsome 
Martin then became a much big
ger star, beginning with the 1958 
war drama The Young Lions, 
which also starred Montgomery 
Clift and Marlon Brando. 

With stardom came member
ship in the Rat Pack, the Holly
wood boys club that included 
Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr 
and Peter Lawford, with John F. 
Kennedy, Lawford's brother-in
law, an honorary member. 

'Dean was my brother - not 
through blood, but through 
choice,' Sinatra said yesterday. 

'Good times and bad, we were 
there for each other. Our friend
ship has travelled down many 
roads over the years and there 
will always be a special place in 
my heart and soul for Dean.' 

Martin once cited the two 
greatest turning points in his 
career: 'First, meeting Jerry 
Lewis. Second, leaving Jerry 
Lewis. I became a real actor 
because of those two things.' 

His smooth baritone on such 
songs as That's Amore, Volare, 
and Everybody Needs Somebody
made him a favourite with record
buyers. 

He then conquered American 
television with a highly rated 
variety show for eight years, a 
comedy show in 1973-74 and a 
series of specials. 

More recently, a 1992 book by 
Mr Nick Tosches portrayed Mar
tin as an ailing alcoholic who 
dined out alone every night. 

Mr Viner, his manager, count
ered: 'He loves to go out to restau
rants. What he doesn't like is to 
be with a lot of people or attend 
parties. 

He simply decided last year 
that he didn't want to work for a 
while.' 

Dino Paul Crocetti was born 
June 17, 1917, in Steubenville, 
Ohio, the son of an Italian immi
grant barber. 

Martin worked in the steel 
mills, fought as a welterweight 
and at 16 delivered bootleg liquor 
around Steubenville. He also 
dealt cards in a gambling room 
behind a cigar store and began 
singing in clubs. 

A bandleader named Sammy 
Watkins hired the young singer 
and renamed him Dean Martin. 
He eventually was booked into 
New York where his loose, mellow 
style began to catch on. 

In 1946, Martin was booked 
into the 500 Club in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, at $US500 ($A677) a 
week. Sharing the bill was a 
mediocre comedian named Jerry 
Lewis. 

Soon Martin and Lewis were 
playing New York's Copacabana 
at $US5000 ($A6777) a wtek. 
Nightclub and television of'ers 
followed, and a movie contract. 

They starred in a string of com
edies, including At War With the
Army, That's My Boy, and Sailor
Beware. 

By the time of their last film, 
Hollywood or Bust in 1956, the 
two were quarrelling in print. 
Tired of the attention Lewis 
received, Martin quit the act. 

The two feuded for years, but 
Lewis surprised Martin at his 
72nd birthday party in Las Vegas 
in 1989 and the two renewed 
their friendship. 

After hearing of Martin's 
death, Lewis was 'completely 
shattered and grief-stricken,' said 
Lewis's manager Mr Joe Stabile. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, as 
Martin's film and television 
careers waned, he continued to be 
a top attraction in Las Vegas and 
Atlantic City. Onstage, he often 
sipped from a highball glass, add
ing to his long reputation m1 a 
heavy drinker. 

Martin himself said he never 
drank to excess. He married three 
times, having four children with 
first wife Betty McDonald. AP 
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A church, 
hall and 
ABC studio 
R

ELIGION, educll,tion, 
entertainment and com
munication. All are part 
?f the_ his�ory of a build-
111g site m ewc?men 

St. It began in 1845 with the first 
Methodist church in Newcastle. 

In 1868 it became the Cit Hall, 
which had nothing to do with New
castle City Council; it was a venue 
for social gatherings, for dances, 
theatrical performances and meet
ings. 

The name has confused some
latter-day historians. 

In 1877, a 41-year-old dynamo of 
a man, Mr Colin Chri tie, took 
over lhe City Hall, enlarged it and 
eventually changed the name to 
the Lyceum Hall, another name 
linked with confusion. 

With the coming of the 'flickers', 
the silent movies. the Lyceum was 
also the name of an early Newcas
tle cinema in King St. 

Colin Christie was once 
described as 'a self-made man of 
the vigorous, unbending, pushful 

HISTORY IN 
OUR STREETS 

NORM BARNEY 

type, who met obstacles only to 
overcome them'. 

He arrived in Australia as a 13-
year-old in 1849 and began work 
on a property near Jerrys Plains. 
He later moved to Maitland and 
became an appren ice bootpiaker, 
a trade he contin ed in N wcastle 
in Hunter St p, oppo ite what 
is ow David nes be£ re aban
do ing boot-ma-ing an becoming 
a poulterer andgenera dealer. 

_..._ __ 

HISTORY IN OUR Sl'REEl'S 

IT was an ornament to the 
city, according to the company 
that built it. 

What the company really 
meant was that it was a 
bridge built to carry their coal 
from mines at Hamilton and 
Cooks Hill to the harbour. 

There was a bridge over 
Hunter St for 90 years. The 
first was a wooden structure 
built in 1831 built to carry 
coal from the Australian Agri
cultural Company's first coal
mine, the A Pit, on The Hill. 

t 

Then and now: Newcomen St in the late 1890s, above left, with the Lyceum Hall and 
merchant, who was probably calling on his parents the day the photograph was taken. 

The shop was so small it and 
others adjacent to it were know 
locally as the 'Sardine Boxes'. He 
also tried his luck, unsuccessfully, 
in the goldfields. 

The City Hall under Colin Chris
tie's command was, to begin with, 
a dancing and music academy for 
people of all ages. 

He was a great self-promoter 
who tau?ht not only the fashion
able d

�
ces but the new dances of 

the pe 10d. He even arranged spe, 
cial cl sses for children in scho 1 
holidays. 

He formed what at first was 
called Colin Christie's Quadrille 

jBand, made up of members of his 
family. Of the 13 children by his 
second wife, 12 of them played 
musical instruments ranging from 
the piano to the cello and including 
the piccolo, cornet, and violin. 

He later had two children from a 
third and final marriage and one of 
them, Christina Christie, better 
known as Tina Marshall, became a 
well-known Newcastle musician. 

Later the quadrille band became 
the Christie Family Orchestra and 

;I' 

By Norm Barney 

The bridge was so low that 
carts had trouble passing 
under it and anyone tall in 
the saddle had to duck to 
avoid bumping their heads. It 
was built on company prop
erty and the company never 
welcomed visitors on their 
land. 

Then and now: Left, the Iron Bridge being dismantled in 1921, and right, the same scene today. 

Passing under the bridge 
was like going from one coun
try to another. 

The land west of the bridge 
belonged to the AA Co; that to 
the east was what there was 
of the town of Newcastle. East 
of the bridge was Hunter St, 
west was Blane St. 

Company and town prog
ressed and there came the 
inevitable time when the 
bridge had to be replaced. 

The AA Co saw no reason 

to replace it and tried to dic
tate terms to the Government. 
In the end it received govern
ment money to do so then con
stantly told the populace that 
it was doing them a favour. 

The new bridge opened in 
1865 after long delays. It was 
higher and made of iron 
imported from our sister city, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. It was 
described as 'a sturdy struc
ture of thick upright and cross 
beams, without any preten
sions to symmet · cal propor
tions'. 

It needed to be sturdy, 
because it had to withstand 
an endless stream of coal 
trains moving over it for more 
than 50 years. 

If the bridge existed today 
it would be considered a New
castle symbol and any 
attempt to dismantle it would 
be met with strong opposition. 

When it was demolished in 
the early 1920s, Novocas
trians were glad to see it go. It 
hindered progress in the city. 

Steam trams passed under 
it for mo than 30 years but 

it was in the way of the pro
posed electric trams and 
therefore of progress. It was 
no longer the boundary 
between the city and the AA 
Co land and according to one 
alderman the bridge had 
become 'an eyesore and an 
obstacle to the progress of the 
city'. 

The NSW railway commis
sioners believed the bridge 
could be salvaged and used in 
another part of Hunter St, 
near the Bank Corner, where 
it was proposed to build a 

bridge from Steel St to Dan
gar St, Wickham. 

The commissioners' belief 
that the Iron Bridge could be 
used to carry trams and vehi
cles came to nothing. 

In 1921, the Newcastle 
firm of Morison and Bearby 
won the contract to dismantle 
the Iron Bridge. 

Today the remains of one of 
the brick supports for the Iron 
Bridge can be seen. It is part 
of the railway fence opposite 
Crown St. 



its striped iron roof entrance. The horse and cart standing in the street belonged to Alexander Christie, a butter 
The photo above nght shows the same scene almost 100 years later. Many of the buildings are unchanged. 

it played regularly ai picnics, wed
dings, and balls. 

The City Hall was enlarged in 
the early 1880s and by that time 
Colin Christie was also involved in 
local politics. 

In 1890 he became Mayor of 
Newcastle, the year that Newcas
tle switched on its first electric 
lights, one of many things ihat 
Colin Christie fought for to help 
the development of Newcastle, and 
which one of his daughters offi
cially turned on. 

He was an advocate for sanitary 

IN February, 1883, a young 
man opened the doors of a drap
ery business in Newtown, Sydney. 

His name was Henry Marcus 
Clark. He was then 23 years old 
and had purchased the business 
from his former employer. He 
ope11ed his shop under the name 
Marcus Clark and Company 

Over the next few years Clark, 
who was born in London and 
arrived in Australia in 1878 with 
20 gold sovereigns in his pocket, 
would open a number of stores 
throughout NSW, including one in 
Newcastle. 

The Bank Corner is synony
mous with Marcus Clark's, but 
the firm opened its first Newcas
tle store in 1895 near Burwood St. 

reforms in the district and intro
duced concrete guttering to New
castle. 

Dancing and music was not 
enough for Colin Christie. He 
briefly turned the City Hall into a 
skating rink as well as a dance hall 
and, still needing to stretch his 
abilities and his bank balance, 
took up mesmerism and shorthand 
- phonography as it was then
called - and became one of the
first exponents of Pitman's short
hand in Australia. [ 

He returned to
/. 
his birthplace,

Newburgh in Scotland. in the early 
years of the century where he was 
elected to the local council and was 
on the way to becoming provost. or 
mayor, of the> town when he 
decided to return to Australia. 

In 1914. aged 78. he again 
became a candidate in Newcastle 
local government elections. He 
died in June. 1916. aged 80. 

The Lyceum Hall was sold in 
1929. In later years it becnme the 
ite of the Newcastle studios of the 
ustralian Broadcasting Com
any. 

Norm BEirnev 

It moved to the corner of 
Hunter and National Park (then 
Porcher) streets in 1902. The site 
was chosen by Henry Marcus 
Clark with the help of a well
known Newcastle solicitor Mr 
H.V.Harris. The area was 'then
known as both the Bank Corner 
and Cottage Bridge (after the 
nearby Cottage Creek bridge). 

Then and now: Marcus Clark's Bank Corner store (left) at the time it opened in 1902. Right, the same site as it is today. 

Henry Marcus Clark lived to
&ee his empire grow to seYen
branch stores and more than 600 
!

9
Ployees before his death in 
13: (Eighty years after the

Kf
ening of the Newtown shop, 
arcus Clark's had more than 

1700 employees and 21 stores in 

NSW and South Australia.) 
When the Newcastle store 

opened it boasted customers from 
Gosford to Quirindi (the area cov
ered by the company's salesmen). 

There used to be stables at the 
rear of the store to house six 
horses; three were usQ(I for wagon 
deliveries and three or the travel
lers' sulkies. 

The horses so 

council water trough in Porcher 
St, a trough also used by animals 
from visiting circuses. The cir
cuses would arrive by train and 
unload at Honeysuckle Point and 
then make for what later became 
Birdwood Park or the old sports 
ground, near the present-day 
Stewart Ave and Parry St. 

When the elephan s passed 
and stopped to drink th horses in 

the stables went berserk because 
of the strong smell. It was claimed 
that the horses refused to drink at 
the trough for weeks after. 

The horse-drawn delivery wag
ons were slow and cumbersome. A 
delivery to Catherine Hill Bay 
would take two fu 1 days with the 
driver setting out from the store 
early one mornin and returning 
late the following 'ght. 

The store was enlarged over , 
the years. 

Major renovations and rebuild
ing took place in 19153 when the , 
shape of the store - by then a , 
Newcastle landmark - was dras
tically altered. 

Not long af!ter that it became 
the Newcastle branch of Walton's ' 
and in subsequent years it has 
seen many changes. •
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Endeavour to. keep ook in the news 

Read all about it: Antique buff Victoria Brown, of Stockton, with the gramophone that led to the discovery of two newspapers dated 1768, 
which mention Lt.James-:Cook. - Picture by CHARLIE STEELL 

A STOCKTON antique collector has discov
ered what appears to be two English newspa
pers dated 1768 that detail Lt James Cook's 
impending secret voyage and his search for an 
unknown continent south of the equator. 

Mrs Victoria Brown turned up the copies of 
the London Gazette at the bottom of a box of 
old records she bought with a gramophone. 

The newspapers, which cost tuppence far
thing, are dated Friday, August 23 and Mon
day, August 26, and are numbered 117 and 
118. 

Mrs Brown said she bought the gramo
phone and records with several other antiques 

from an elderly Newcastle man. 
She discovered the old newspapers when 

she sorted through the records. 
The single-sheet, four-page tabloid newspa

per has yellowed but is still in reasonably 
good condition. 

The front page of the August 23 edition 
tells of Lt Cook waiting for fair wind to 
embark on his search for an unknown conti
nent south of the equator. It also has a pen
cilled drawing of Lt Cook. 

The inside pages contain plans and draw
ings of the barque Endeavour, the ship used 
by U Cook.' 

The front page of the August 26 Gopy said 
Lt Cook set sail in the Endeavour to observe 
the transit of Venus at Tahiti and search, 
uncharted waters. 

An inside story tells of Mr James Watt 
seeking to patent his steam engine. 

Mrs Brown spoke to Christies of London 
who asked for a copy of the newspapers to ver
ify their authenticity. 

The newspapers are being held at a bank. 
Mrs Brown believes the papers should be in 

a museum where the public can appreciate 
their historical value rather than being lock�d 
in a vault. - Alek Schulha



The ABC frep rting 
Television and radio broadcaster Andrew Olle won fame and respect in his 30 years as a journalist. 

DREW Olle. one of ABC 
TV and radio's mo ·t popu
ar and respected peronali
ies, stamped enduring 
redibility onto every cur

rent affairs program in which he was 
involved. 

Mr Olle, 47, died at 6.20pm yester
day in Sydney's Royal orth Shore 
Hospital, five days after collapsing at 
his home. He had been suffering from 
an inoperable brain tumour. 

In a career spanning almost 30 
years, Mr Olle became synonymous 
with the ABC, particularly with its 
current affairs flagship Four Corners 
during a decade at its helm. 

He contributed to the uccess of 
other influential current affairs pro
grams including This Day Tonight, 
Nationwule, A Big Country and Sun 
day on Channel 9. 

Under recent restructuring to the 
weeknight 7.30 Report, the 47-year
old was replaced as anchor in early 
December by Lateline host Kerry 
O'Brien but remained under contract 
to ABC TV. 

He was scheduled to return to Four 
Corners in the new year as a reporter 
and had been working on TV specials 
because, according to the head of ABC 
TV news and current affairs, Mr Paul 
Williams: 'We love him and we don't 
want to see him go.' 

Mr Olle was presenting his morning 
radio program on Sydney ABC station 
2BL until this month, when he left for 
the Christmas recess. He was to have 
returned to radio in the drivetime slot. 

Despite his influential career, Mr 
Olle received relatively few awards for 
what his peers believed was consis
tently outstanding work. 

The accolades he did receive were 
prestigious. 

In 1976, he earned a special peer 
award in television's Logies for Out
standing Contribution to Journalism. 
Eleven years later, he was given the 
Penguin Award for Best Current 
Affairs presenter, as well as topping 
the polls in the annual Credibility 
Awards for radio. 

At the 30th anniversary Logie 
Awards in 1988, Four Corners won a 
special Logie for the most Outstand
ing Achievement in Public Affairs. 

Mr Olle made his debut in radio in 
1987, joining 2BL to pr�sent a 30-min
ute program at 8.30am weekdays. It 
was extended to an hour, because of 
enthusiastic listener response. 

L 

SELINA DAY reports on a life cut tragically short. 

Highly regarded: Andrew Olle won relatively few awards during his journalistic 
career but the accolades he did receive were prestigious. 

Four years later, he was awarded 
the Variety Club's Radio Award. 

While his public profile remained 
high, Mr Olle shielded his personal 
life and family from the public eye. 

'It is true I am very protective of my 
private life bu I'd hate to be thought 

of as passionless,' he told the Sydney 
Morning Herald's Good Weekend sup
plement in 1992. 

Behind the charismatic persona 
was a mixed start to life, punctuated 
with tales of a broken h me, teenage 
brushes with the law and ;i. subse-

quent attempt at suicide. 
Mr Olle disclosed to the Good Week

end that he was a lonely child, spend
ing much of his formative years board
ing at a string of private schools after 
his parents' marriage broke down. 

He quit school at 15 when his aca
demic performance declined and got a 
job at a car spare parts shop before 
working for Myers in Melbourne as a 
shelf stacker. 

He left home, staying at the YMCA 
before renting a flat so small he had to 
share the double bed with his flat
mate. 

It was then, Mr Olle told the Good 
Weekend, he 'started to do some silly 
bravado stuff with another fellow, tak
ing mad, impetuous risks'. 

He once joy-rode 'at horrendous 
speeds through the Dandenongs, no 
licence, no idea how to drive', jack
knifing into a petrol bowser after he 
had filled the car. One night he and a 
friend smashed a showcase window of 
a mid-city shop 'with no concept of 
what we would do next'. 

Mr Olle said his self-esteem sank 
lower and lower after a resulting chil
dren's court appearance and he tried 
to commit suicide by taking a large 
number of pills. 

Journalism pro · ded an 'out' and 
Mr Olle acted upon his 'passing fan
cies about becomi g a barrister or 
journalist' by starting a law degree at 
Queensland University. 

His esteemed jou alistic career 
began as a cadet at the ABC in Bris
bane and Mr Olle was t spend all but 
three years of his wo ing life with 
the public broadcaster. The exception 
was three years at th Nine network 
on its Sunday program 

Early this year he w s made anchor 
of the 7.30 Report, follo ing the exit of 
host Quentin Dempst , a job which, 
with radio commitmep.ts, meant he 
was working 15 hours a day. 

He had worried about his ability to 
handle the rigorous workload but told 
the Sydney Morning Herald in 
November last year: 'I think I can cope 
with it. Time will tell. 

'There's always a danger of stretch
ing too thin. 

'If that becomes apparent, then 
obviously something would have io 

·ve.'
Mr Olle is survived by his wife,

l 
'.Annette, s ns Nicholas, 21, and Sam, 
17, and da ghter Nina, 11. AAP · 



Town stoked up by coal 

Progress: Soon after the Brown family arrived in Minmi 'things went ahead astonishingly'. 

I
T was once described as 'a 
sleepy hollow in the daytime, 
and at night too dreary to 

contemplate, the only 

I 
illumination being that given by 
the hotel lights which act as a 
guide to traffic'. 

The place was Minmi and the 
description came from around 
the turn of the century when it 
had a population of about 4000 
people. While other townships in 
the Newcastle area boasted of 
their own councils, Minmi had to 

r be content with a progress 
association. It could never 

I 
become a municipality because 
the only freehold land in the area

J was that resumed by the NSW 
Government for public purposes. 

Minmi was a company town 
owned by J. and A. Brown. The 
Brown family bought the land on· 
which it was built from John 
Eales and his partner, John 
Christian, for £41,000 in 1859. 

Four years after the Browns 
moved to the area a local resident 
wrote: 'Minmi, in the hands of its 
first proprietor, languished and 
nearly died. But when the 
Browns came with their army of 
skilled workers, their beautiful 
machinery and plant of proper 
description, things went ahead 
astonishingly .. .'. 

To attract miners to the town 
and work in their two collieries, 
Duckenfield and Back Creek, the 
Browns offered an inducement -
homes for 1/- rent a week. 

Minmi became a thriving and 
vigorous town. Work was 
plentiful and miners were 
earning good money. But it was 

/ still a company town and any 
improvements depended on the 
Browns' approval. 

The progress association did 
its best to improve living 
conditions in Minmi. By 1902 it 
had introduced a sanitary 
service, described as 'a great 
a�hievement' because it did away 
with the long-time habit of 
burying nightsoil in the 
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backyards of hundreds of homes. 
The town had a fire brigade and 
an ambulance service with an 
ambulance wagon kept almost 
solely for the pits during working 
hours. About 80 residents of the 
town were trained in first aid 
and the mines had lists of those 
who could give aid in the event of 
an accident. 

In 1902-03 about 600 pupils, 
with an average daily attendance 
of 460, were enrolled at the local 
school. The police station had two 
constables (considered insufficient 
for such a large mining town), and 
a branch of the technical college 
gave lessons in mine surveying, 
mining, engineering, mechanical 
drawing, shorthand and 
dressmaking. 

But Minmi lacked a 
flourishing School of Arts or 
Mechanics Institute. The Browns 
donated land for such a building 
but residents could not raise the 
necessary funds to build it. 
Appeals to the State Government 
fell on deaf ears so some 
residents suggested appealing to 
an unusual source, the American 
millionaire Andrew Carnegie. 

Raising funds for a School of 
Arts within the community 
should not have been difficult. In 
1902 the local pits employed 
about 900 mj'ln and boys and 
their combined average 
fortnightly pay totalled £4920 or 
more than £1 a head of the 

population, a considerable 
income for such a town. 

The miners had nine hotels 
and two billiard rooms at which 
to spend their money. The town's 
shops included four butchers, 
three pastry cooks, bakers and a 
jeweller. At one time it also had 
three dance halls. Once a year 
there was a ball that started at 
8pm and lasted 12 hours. 

All Christian denominations 
were represented, either with 
their own churches or with 
regular visits from clergymen. 

Getting in and out of Minmi was 
a problem. There was an irregular 
train service that used the coal line 
but in 1902 it was looked on 'as not 
at all in keeping with a township 
with such a population'. 
Horse-drawn buses ran four times 
a day between Minmi and 
Wallsend and fares in early 1902 
were raised by 3d because of'the 
high price of horse feed'. 

The train trip was said to be 
only for the adventurous. One of 
the enduring stories of the Minmi 
passenger service was of the 
elderly Welsh couple who had 
lived in Minmi for 40 years and 
returned to Wales on a trip. The 
first part of the journey was by 
train from Minmi to Hexham. 
When the train arrived at 
Hexham the driver, fireman and 
guard wished them a safe voyage 
but got upset when the 
Welshman declared: 'Thank 
goodness, that's the worst part of 
the journey over.' 

The passenger carriages were 
often joined with 50 or 60 loaded 
coal wagons on their way to the 
Hexham or Newcastle coal 
chutes. 

When the South Maitland 
coalfields opened there was an 
exodus ofMinmi miners and their 
families. They saw their future in 
the Coalfields. Minmi began its 
decline in 1909-10 but the area is 

· well on the way to becoming an 
important part of Newcastle again
as a residential area.
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HIS 

I early pril, 1 89, an old 
man walked into Wallsend Court
house to have his pension paper 
certified by the Police Magi trate. 
It wa a trip he made regularly 
but that April day was to be his 
la t. 

The old man, known to resi
dents of Wallsend and Plattsburg 
as Mr Grant, died two days later. 
He was 107. 

He arrived in the Newcastle 
area about 1850 after a very 
eventful life. As a young man he 
joined the Duke of Argyle's militia 
in Scotland and served in Ireland 
and then in Spain in the Peninsu
lar War. After that war he joined 
the volunteers and was later 
again called into battle, this time 
at Waterloo. He married in Largs, 
Scotland, and had seven children 
by his first wife. 

A widower for several years, he 
later remarried and had 11 chil
dren by his second wife. 

Mr Grant would have seen 
many changes in the Newcastle 
area between the time of his 
arrival and his death. In 1850 
Hunter St was an unformed street 
with shops and houses built on 
uneven ground. Bullock teams 
shared the street with pedestrians 
and horses and carts. The street 
began at Watt St and ended at 
Wolfe St (at least the shops did). 

Beyond Crown St it was then 
Blane St, then the property of the 
Australian Agricultural Company 
and a track rather than a road 
which led to the wilderness of the 
scrub country in the area of what 
today are Hamilton and Mayfield. 

The month Mr Grant died New
castle Council decided to rename 
Blane St. It became Hunter St 
West. By then Hunter St was in 
better condition; it had been lev
elled and footpaths provided. 
Many shops were by then well-es
tablished and more houses had 
been built in the city area. 

The corner of Hunter and Per
kins streets had overcome an 
early problem when the level of 
the shops and houses dropped 
well below that of the streets. 

Other changes were on the way. 
The NSW Government promised 
funds to fill in part of the harbour 
near Honeysuckle railway station. 
It proposed that when the work 
was finished railway workshops 
would be extended. (The area is 
part of today's Honeysuckle devel
opment.) 

The Government also promised 
to look favourably on providing a 
proper water and sewerage sys
tem for Newcastle. A deputation 
told the then Minister for Works 
that Cottage Creek, between New
castle and Wickham (and which 
today runs under Hunter St) 
received the drainage of 10,000 
people and was a dangerous 
health hazard. 

There was also the question of a 
new courthouse. Newcastle's 
argument was that the area was 

Then and now: The corner of Perkins and Hunter streets in the late 1880s (above) and the same site 
more than 100 years later. 

now important and large enough 
to warrant a new courthouse. 
Bathurst and Dubbo were men
tioned as having better facilities 
than Newcastle but the Minister 
was quick to state that in his opin
ion too much money had been 
wasted over elaborate court build
ings and gave Bathurst court
house as an example. He promised 

that Newcastle would get a new 
courthouse, although nothing as 
elaborate as it might wish. 

At the time of Mr Grant's pass
ing there was also a call for better 
tourist facilities for the Newcastle 
area. Suggestions included an 
aquarium, a museum and another 
theatre. 

The then Victoria Theatre, in 

Perkins St, was called ' a wretch
edly inconvenient and inadequate 
structure' which did not attract 
the best touring companies 
because they could not face the 
'risks and inconveniences which 
the use of this incommodious 
structure entails'. The owners got 
the message, for a year later the 
Victoria Theatre was rebuilt. 
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Wise-cracking Burri� nears 1 O.@ 
From STEVE JAMES 

in Los Angeles 

WISE-CRACKING, cigar-puff
ing comedian George Burns, who 
has entertained audiences in 
every form of show business this 
century from vaudeville to televi
sion and movies, turns 100 this 
month, too frail to fulfil his 
dream of playing the London Pal
ladium or Caesar's Palace, in Las 
Vegas, one more time. 

'Physically, he's just not able to 
do the show,' his long-time man
ager and producer, Mr Irving 
Fein, said. 

Mr Irving Feintech, the past 
chairman of the board of the 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Centre, a 
charity close to Burns' heart, 
said: 'He's very frail. 

'I understand he's not been 
feeling too well recently but at 
100 years old he's entitled to feel 
that way. 

'I saw him a couple of weeks 
ago and he still enjoys playing 
bridge and his two-martini 
lunches.' 

About 18 months ago, a fall 
forced Burns to cancel plans to 
appear on the Palladium stage to 
celebrate his centenary on Janu
ary 20. 

Last year, his frailty prompted 
him to drop a scheduled appear
ance at Caesar's, the casino-hotel 
where he had sold out five nights 
a year in advance, Mr Fein said. 

He said Burns' book, A Hun
dred Years, A Hundred Stories, 
was scheduled to be published on 
January 26. 

'He writes about the greats, Al 
Jolson, Fanny Bryce, Danny Kaye. 
It's very funny,' Mr Fein said. 

The Mayor of Los Angeles, Mr 
Richard Riordan, has proclaimed 
January 20 'George Burns Day' 
in the city known as the enter-

Still smoking, drinking and dancing close 
� '•� 
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Early days: George Burns with • 
his trademark cigar. 

tainment capital of the world, a 
signal honour for a man born on 
Manhattan's poor lower East 
Side as Nathan Birnbaum, the 
ninth of 12 children. 

The city has renamed two 
streets, which intersect at 
Cedars-Sinai, for Burns and his 
long-time wife and partner, Gra
cie Allen, and Mr Riordan's proc
lamation calls Burns 'a national 
treasure' for bringing happiness 
to people. 

Many had benefited 'as a 
result of George's philanthropy'. 

Mr Feintech said Burns was a 
'very substantial major donor' to 
the medical centre. 

Mr Fein said Burns, who 
launched his career in vaudeville 
at seven, was expected to attend 
a party on January 16 at the 
Four Seasons Hotel in Beverly 
Hills. 

Middle-age: Burns' career 
stretches back to Vaudeville. 

The bash is for donors to a new 
research institute at Cedars-Si
nai to be named for Burns and 
Allen. 

Burns, who won an Oscar for 
best supporting actor when he 
was 80, two years after undergo
ing open-heart surgery, is not 
expected to perform at the party. 

Four days later, Burns proba
bly will celebrate his landmark 
birthday quietly at home with 
family and friends such as fellow 
comics Milton Berle and Don 
Rickles. 

Over the years, Burns has 
made much of his increasing age 
and he once said: 'Audiences were 
afraid that if they didn't applaud 
I'd drop dead on stage.' 

He escorted a host of beautiful 
women but said he could never 
marry again after Allen's death 
at 58. 

Sunshine Boy: George Burns on his 90th birthday 

'I was with Gracie for 24 hours 
a day,' Burns said. 

'There can be no replacement. 
'I take girls to restaurants and 

sit them in dark corners so they 
can do their homework. 

'Some of my suits are older 
than the girls.' 

Still smoking 10 cigars a day 
- 'I also drink martinis and
dance very close' - Burns gave

this recipe for stage success: 
'When the people laugh, I smoke. 
When they stop laughing, I stop 
smoking and start to talk.' 

Mr Feintech, who has known 
Burns for many years, described 
him as 'a man who enjoys life and 
cares about people'. 

For 19 years Burns and Allen 
appeared on radio and television, 
with Allen playing a daffy, scat-

terbrained wife and Burns the 
bemused, tolerant husband and 
straight man, philosophically 
puffing on his cigar. 

'All I had to do was listen,' 
Burns once said. 

'I'd throw in a "Your brother 
did what?n or "You don't say?n 

and Gracie would take it from 
there.' 

When Allen died, Burns 
decided he had to start working 
again. 

'My talent up to that pOint was 
in marrying Gracie,' said Burns, 
who is known for his quick wit 
and a mastery of timing on stage. 

The death in 1974 of his best 
friend, comedian Jack Benny, 
made Burns a celebrity all over 
again, bringing him to the atten
tion of a whole new generation. 

Benny was pencilled in for the 
role of a retired comedian oppo
site Walter Matthau in the film 
version of Neil Simon's The Sun
shine Boys. 

Burns landed the part despite 
having open-heart surgery lwo 
years earlier and won an Acad
emy Award for Best Supporting 
Actor. 

His career soared after that 
role. 

He went on to make more 
films, including playing God in 
1978 in Oh, God and its two 
sequels during the 1980s, as well 
as Just You and Me Kid with 
Brooke Shields and Goina in 
Style. 

His books include How to Live 
to Be 100 - or More and Dr 
Bums' Prescription for Happi
ness. 

At 95, he became the oldest 
Grammy award nominee, in the 
spoken-word category for Gracie 
- A Love Story. A..,... 
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ILegend WhOse one�linefs 
touched world's funnybone 

LOS ANGELES, Sunday. -
Just 49 days after he turned 100, 
legendary entertainer George 
Burns, whose exquisite timing 
and well-rehearsed one-liners 
regaled four generations of fans, 
died yesterday morning at his 
home in Beverly Hills, California. 

The veteran showman, who 
turned 100 on January 20, had 
been in failing health since a 
bathtub fall _in July ��94. .., -

Showman: George Bums ... 'there was no pain, no suffering.' 

HISTORY IN OUR STREETS 

QUEEN'S WHARF and King's Wharf 
were one and the same and nothing to do 
with the present-day Queen's Wharf. 

The wharf was at the eastern end of 
the harbour, opposite the Customs 

""HoU.se and the old railway yards. It was 
originally named after Queen Victoria 
and when she died in 1901 it became 
King's Wharf. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1996 
-

Comedian misses cue 
for I 00th birthday party 

LOS ANGELES, Wednesday 
- Comedian George Burns has

I decided he is not well enough to 

I 
attend an elegant Beverly Hills 
party being thrown in honour of
his 100th birthday, according to 
a spokes

, woman for the 
event. 

'He decided 
he was not feel- --.:..,.� 
ing up to it and 
made the deci
sion this morn
ing not to 
attend,' a 
spokeswoman, 
Ms Christy George Burns 
Salcido, said yesterday. 

Burns, who turns 100 on Sat
urday, was not seriously ill but 
'some days are better than oth
ers for him and this is not one of 
his better days'. 

The dinner party at the Four 
Seasons Hotel was going ahead 

last night without its famous 
guest. 

'He wanted the party to go on 
without him,' the spokt•swomun 
said. 

The event was to be video
taped so he could watch it" later. 

The party was to double as a 
fundraiser for Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Centre and to mark the 
naming of the Burns and Allen 
Research Institute at the centre. 

Burns and his late wife, Gra
cie Allen, were major donors to 
the hospital and two streets near 
the hospital have been named 
after them. 

Among those due to attend 
the party were actress Ann-Mar-

, gret, screenwriter Lurry Gel
bart, who wrote Burns's hit 
movie, Oh God, and singer Tony 
Martin, as well as Burns's long
time manager, Irving .r'cin. R....., 

]k N9rm_Barney 

It was always one of the busiest areas 
of the harbour. In the very early days of 
the settlem•mt, long before there was a 
Queen's v; harf, the area that is now part 
of The Foreshore park was low-lying and 
had tJ.i be filled with ballast and any
thiDg else the authorities of the day 
could find. There was a stone jetty at the 
bottom of Watt St, and incoming passen
gers, whether convicts or free settlers, 
would alight there, many to just stretch 
their legs before continuing to Morpeth. 

As the port developed so did the need 
for wharfage. The area between Watt St 
and the pilot station was considered 
ideal to handle freight. The railway was 
adjacent to it, early cranes were erected 
there (the base of two of the old cranes 
can still be seen), and woolsheds con-

Then and now: It was King's Wharf when this photograph was taken probaly after then end of World War I. Right, The same area as it is today. 

• structed. With the_ C::usto__ms.;li-O;se close
by, the area.be-catfief-tlie'maritime centre 
of N�castle.

With coal being loaded from staithes 
further westward - but still on the city 

side - and from the Dyke, the Queen's 
Wharf area became a general cargo 
wharf. There was a time when wool was 
delivered by bullock team to the wharf 
and the export of wool from the port l�d 
to two companies establishing wool hold-' 
ing sheds adjacent to Queen's Wharf, on 
what today is part of The Foreshore 
park. 

Queen's Wharf was also the scene in 
1899 of troops being farewelled for South 
Africa and the Boer War. They were 

given a rousing send-off in the city with 
a large parade from Union St to the 
wharf. When they arrived they found a 
large crowd waiting to send them on 
their way but no ship to take them. It 
had moved to another wharf to pick up 
the soldiers' horses. In something of an 
anti-climax the troops had to stay over
night in Newcastle and the old court 
house, by then a ruin, (it was on the site 
of the present-day Newcastle post office) 
was hastily called into service to serve as 

a barracks. 
Although Newcastle had a timber 

wharf near Market St, Queen's Wharf 
was also used for importing and export
ing timber. In 1919, more than £36,000 
worth of timber was imported while 
1. 77million super feet of undressed tim
ber was exported. Metal goods, oils and
paints, and machines and machinery
were other major imports that year.

Exports were, as usual, dominated by 
coal but we also exported almost four 

million pounds of frozen meats, more 
than 600 horses, thousands of tonnes of 
pig and bar iron and pig lead, and a. 
large order for disinfectant. Export of 
rails jumped by more than 400%. 

The export of fertiliser (ammonium 
sulphate) dropped from several thou� 
sand tonnes in 1918 to nothing in 1919; 
and the export of beer and ale from New
castle suffered a setback. It dropped 
more than 50% in a year. 
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would have been surprised to know that it was to become an enduring symbol for a city and a region of Australia. Nobbys has always played an· important _part in the development of Newcastle and the Hunter. Today, more than 220 years after he noted it, Cook would not recognise the 'clump'. It's much smaller than it was when he sailed past in 1770 and there is no doubt that he would find fascinating the buildings on it. The shape of Nobbys gradually changed during the years and reached its present level in the late 1850s. A beacon fire was used for many years on Signal Hill (Fort Scratchley) as a guide to ships, but after Nobbys was levelled to about its present height it was used as a beacon. A lighthouse was built on it, and on January 1, 1858, the new light was switched on. China Tea Oil was used in the new light and this light was later changed to a kerosene vapour lamp. It was Hugh Boyle who looked after the coal fire on Signal Hill and he was assisted by a man named Murphy. Their job was to make sure the fire burned every night, year in, year out, and in all weathers. The first lighthouse on Nobbys was built by Messrs Wright 
.,_ 

on 
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Then and now: Nobbys signal station and light in 1934, and at right, the same scene today. 

and Randell, a firm that also constructed the railway line from Honeysuckle Point to Maitland. Mr.Jesse Hannell, brother of the first mayor of Newcastle, Mr James Hannell, became the first lighthouse keeper and signal ma,ster. He was assisted by Mr Isaac Lee and later by a man named Johnson, who was the only survivor of one of Austra-

• • 
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lia's worst maritime disasters, the sinking of the Dunbar off The Gap in Sydney. By the time Nobbys became an official lighthouse the original Macquarie Pier, which was built to join the island to the mainland had just about been demolished by heavy seas. Mr Hugh Gilmour was given the task of opePill_g a quarry at 

s 

W aratah to provide stone for the breakwater. In 1857, Mr Gilmour brotht a steam lighter, the Power ul, from Sydney to transport allast from ships in Newcastle Harbour to construct the foundations of the breakwater. In early 1913, the Nobbys light was changed from a fixed to an occulting light following com-

plaints from ships' masters that Nobbys' light was sometimes being confused with the lights in the harbour, particularly the bright lights along the coal wharves on The Dyke. The new light flashed on and off, 12 sec'. onds on and three seconds off. Iri 1935 the light was again changed, from a 100,000 candlepower light to one of 580,000 

candlepower. Nobbys signal station has kept pace with the times and the changing face of the harbour·and of the modern ships that use it. It is likely to remain the enduring symbol of Newcastle and the Hunter, and its importance as such has been highlighted by an art collection, the Nobbys Collec� tion 

Times past 

Street gangs of 
intimidating young people 
are nothing new. Nonn 
Barney reports on the 
larrikins of the late 1800s 
and early 1900s, who 
made life in Wallsend and 
Plattsburg unpleasant for 
'decent folk'. 

.:.:,,. 

Risk: 'A decent woman or girl cannot walk down Nelson St without being criticised,' said a Wallsend resident in 1908. 



I 
N the last few weeks of 1908 W allsend 
was suffering from a plague - of larri
kins. Larrikinism was an oft-used word in 
the last two decades of the 19th century 
and the first two decades of the present 

one. It was first used to describe young practical 
jokers but by mid-1881, when it was used as the 
title of a sermon delivered at the Wesleyan 
Church, Newcastle, by the Rev. John Osborne, 
the meaning had changed. It was by then fast 
becoming the equivalent of what today we call 
hooliganism and vandalism. 

Mr Osborne told his congregation that the 
original 'evil' larrikins were Sodom and Gomor
rah and that larrikinism in Australia had now 
reached 'the filthy and sensual' stage. 

'The evil is not confined to class or sex,' said 
Rev. Osborne. 'There are both educated and gut
ter larrikins and female as well as male.' 

He believed larrikinism began in the home. 'Par
ents often tolerate, if they do not encourage, disre
spect from their children. They threaten, without 
fulfilling their threats. Children are allowed to go 
into all sorts of company, at all hours, and when 
they fall into evil they are not rebuked.' 

Residents ofWallsend, in late 1908, would 
probably have agreed with everything Mr 
Osborne said on that day in 1881, for the town 
was having a hard time with larrikins. They 
were known as the 'Push' and if any were taken 
to court they always came up with plenty of wit
nesses to prove or disprove anything. 

The main problem was bad language. One 
resident, in a letter to the Newcastle Morning 
Herald and Miners' Advocate, complained that 
'the objectionable language' as used by the larri
kins 'in the presence of children would cause 
some't>f our most hardened criminals to blush 
with shame. Go where you will, down our main 
street, on the racecourse, in our public parks, 
riding in a tram or omnibus, these foul-mouthed 
men are to the fore. 

'If a respectable person dares to protest he is 
insulted and jeered at. It is also a fact that there 
are times that a decent woman or girl cannot 
walk down Nelson Street without being criti
cised in a loud tone of voice, so that they hear 
some objectionable expression used about their 
general appearance. Should any respectable 
person protest he is set upon, grossly insulted 
and at times kicked and disfigured.' 

Wallsend was not alone. In January 1894, 
nine larrikins appeared in Morpeth Court 
charged with stealing melons from the garden 
of a Chinaman named Tommy Young. 

In August 1887, the three larrikins who came 
before Newcastle Police Court were all young 
women. Mary Burns was accused of being 'a 
great nuisance' to the residents of the Sandhills 
(Newcastle East), where she was constantly in 
the company of boys and girls, sleeping on the 
beach, in empty !1ouses or in railway carriages. 

Emily Derrick was said to have 'fallen very 
low' after marrying, then leaving, a coloured 
cook aLoard one the dredges in the harbour. 
Both the young women were sentenced to a 
month's hard labour at Maitland, a sentence 
they seemed to treat as a joke for one smiled 
and the other laughed as they were led away. 

The third young woman, Annie Desmond, 
was found, on further inquiries, to be under 16. 

How Newcastle celebrated in 1897 

E
VEN in 1897, the city's cente
nary organising committee had 
its detractors. 

But as The Newcastle Morning Her
ald and Miners' Advocate reported on 
the morning after the the festivities: 
'Those people who were loud in their 
belief that the centenary celebrations 
would not come up to those of the 
record (Queen's) reign must now feel 
satisfied that Newcastle has excelled 
itself. 

There was no Annie Leibovitz pho
tography exhibition or Australian Bal
let recital of Swan Lake when Newcas
tle celebrated 100 years of settlement 
on Thursday, September 16, 1897. 

The 40,000 people that engulfed the 
city that night were treated to a grand 
torchlight procession of fire brigades, 
pyrotechnics in the 'upper reserve' now 
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known as King Edward Park and an 
aquatic festival on the harbour the fol
lowing night. 

Police warned the public to be wary 
of'undesirable persons' with a ten
dency to prospect other people's pock
ets and advised householders to bar 
doors and windows against the 
'light-fingered gentry' while they were 
out. 

People desperate to get into the city 
'attacked' trams, leaving conductors 
'almost paralysed with anxiety to col
lect fares'. 

Hunter St was lined with greenery 
and mammoth arches giving the 
appearance of a 'lush and fertile val
ley'. At night, it was ablaze with light 
and colour as far as the eye could see. 

The police, post and telegraph offices 
were illuminated with more than 3000 

gas jets and the crowd that lined 
Hunter St to watch the procession was 
so dense that no-one could lift their 
hats to cheer. 

In the Upper Reserve, trees, walks 
and the bandstand were lit up with 
Japanese lanterns. 

And according to reports of the day, 
the houses of the Chinese in Watt St, 
were ablaze with light and 'hideous 
with noise'. 

The program opened with a salute of 
21 cannons followed by a display of 

'coloured fire', which lit up the sur
rounding hills that were black with 
20,000 spectators. 

By the following night, there was no 
sleeping accommodation left in the 
city. As dusk settled, more than 20,000 
spectators flocked to the harbour 
wharves for a grand aquatic carnival. 

Gala day: Novocastrians gather at the old Hamilton South racetrack for an athletics carnival to mark the city's centenary. 
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e p1nnac1es 
Afew hundred kilometres north of Perth stands one of nature's most astounding sights. LEANNE-WALKER and ANDREW MARSHALL went for a look.

S
TARK and strangely 
surreal, it's Australia's 
most bizarre landscape. 
LikP an am1y of stone 
soldiers, thousands of 

limestone pillars stand, piercing 
the shifting yellow sands of the 
Mnr�c:les Desert in Nambung 
Nationaf1-¼trk._ 

Situated on the Swan coastal 
plain 245km north of Perth, the 
Pinnac;les Desert is the highlight 
of a visit to Nambung. 

The Pinnacles stud the desert 
in ewry conceivable size and 
$hape. Some are rounded and 
bulbous, others jagged, 
sharp-edged spikes rising to four 
nptres in height. 
, Surrounded by undulating dune 
$ystems and coastal heath, the 
.(irst glimpse.of the Pinnacles 
l)eser(conws as a surprise. 
, From horizon �o horizon yellow 
c,uartz,,sa.nd dunes spread, 
�routing the monolithic pillars 
whith literally pack the 
landscape. 

Although a one-way 3.5km 

track (suitable for conventional 
vehicles) winds and twists 
throughout the Pinnacles, the best 
way to experience them is by 
exploring on foot. 

The Pinnacles were formed 
between 15,000 and 80,000 years 
ago beneath an ancient dune 
system. 

Water seeping through cracks 
in the underlying limestone layer 
eroded cavities, leaving the more 
resilient remnants, the Pinnacles. 

Prevailing winds have since 
blown the overlying quartz sand 
away to expose the natural 
wonder that we can see today. 

With an infinite variety of 
naturally sculpted forms and 
ever-changing windblown sands, 
the Pinnacles are a 
photographer's delight, where 
everyone can produce a 
masterpiece. 

This is an environment where 
the angle of light can emphasise 
the beauty of the sand ripples and 
curves, so that the character of 
the visual effects changes hour by 

hour. Late afternoon is best for 
long shadows and those 
wonderfully defined sand ripples. 

Although the Pinnacles are the 

Bizarre: WA's Pinnacles Desert is a surreal landscape, a photographer's delight. 

star attraction, they are only one 
part of the 17,491-hectare national 
park. 

Long sandy beaches, heathland, 

coastal dune systems, flowering 
plants and trees typical of the 
northern coastal plain are all part 
ofNambung. 

FACT FILE 
LOCATION 

Nambung National Park is 245km north of Perth on the 
Cervantes road west off the Brand Highway. 

CLIMATE 

The best time of year to visit Nambung is in the spring when the 
weather is mild and the wildflowers are in bloom. The park can be 
visited all year round, the wettest months being May to 
September. 

CAMPING 

There is no camping permitted in the park. The nearby town of 
Cervantes (2km from the park entrance) has a caravan park and 
offers other types of accommodation. 

SUPPLIES 

Petrol, gas and provisions are all available in Cervantes. 

Behind.the beach, windblown 
sands·continually build up the 
fored ·mes. Plants such as s<>a 
spmaC'h, pig face and the 
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perennial grass Spinif ex 
Hirsutus help to stabilise the 
dunes with their deep binding 
roots. 

Acacia thickets are common in 
the small valleys between the 
dunes and on the leeward slopes. 

Nambung's miles of white 
sandy beaches and secluded bays 
provide a wealth of recreational 
activities for four-wheel drivers, 
beach lovers, anglers and 
windsurfers. There are beach 
access and BBQ facilitic>s at 
Kangaroo Point and Hangover 
Bay. 

As there is no camping allowed 
in the national park, the nearby 
holiday and fishing town of 
Cervantes provides an excellent 
base. There is a well-shaded 
caravan park, a small, 
well-equipped shopping centre 
and a number of pristine beaches 
within easy walking distance of 
the town centre ideal for 
swimming, boating and 
sailboarding. 

Nambung may contain 
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Primeval: The stromatolites of Lake Thetis, the planet's oldest life form. 

Australia's most amazing 
landscape, butjust cm the 
outskirts of Cc•rvant(•s, Lake 
Thetis is on<' of tlw fl'W sit(!S on· • 
Earth wht>re stromatolitPs, tlw 
planet's oldt>st. lhing life fon11, 
can be found. 

Looking raO1er likl: larg<• 
limestonp mushrooms, 
strofitatolites arc• inicrohia.J 
comni1lniti<•s of cy,U1olmcl<•na. 
These romrnunitic-s cn•at<\ thr 
limestom• mounds on whkh they 
live'by trappjng and binding 
seclinwrit and cakium carhonat 
presE>nt in water. 

Walking along th<• shon:s of 
Lake Thetis, it is possihl(: to 
imagine a fane somp a!:",00111ill1011 
years ago wht•n stromatolit<•s 
such as the.<;e W<;re th<' only life 
form, colonising m1ich of t he 
planet. 

It is believed that these 
oxygen-producing stromatolitPs 
were most probably responsib)(• 
for the initial oxygen in the 
atmosphere, thus paving the way 
for other life forms. 

t 
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1 Nob bys camp - a temporary
suburb of the Depression 

Ingenuity: Nobbys Unemployed Camp in 1932. The shack in the foreground belonged to 'Dr Bing' who advertised 'Meals at 
all hours'. 

T
HE road was never found 
on maps but to the resi
dents ofNobbys Unem
ployed Camp, 'Jack Lang 
Avenue', a little lane 

I between shacks and humpies, held 
I 'symbolic significance. It led to the 
· camp's rubbish tip and they believed

it was an apt comment on what they
thought of politicians.

It was a camp that established
itself during the years of the Depres
sion. It changed from year to year, its
residents moving in and out of the
camp depending on their circum
stances.

By early 1932 it was a well organ
ised camp run by a committee of
eight with a president and secretary.
A bar of iron suspended in the middle
of the camp was struck to summon a
meeting of the community and most
people listened and spoke at the
meetings while sitting on the grass.
An official record of all meetings was
kept and the camp even had its own
rubber stamp.

The secretary's desk was made
from the timber of an old tug, Com
modore, once owned by J. and A.
Brown. Bits of the old vessel were.
also used in other parts of the camp.

In early 1932 there were 13 mar
ried couples, 110 single men and 27
children living in the Nobbys camp.
Each day one of the single residents
was rostered to pick up two copies of
the Newcastle Morning Herald and
Miners' Advocate to see what work
was available and to check the times
the men would be called to the
Labour Exchange.

The camp had a sporting and social
life. Band concerts were held there
and there was an attempt at the time
to form a novelty band among the
residents. A cricket pitch had been
laid and a women's cricket team, the
Nobbys Seagulls, was formed.

The shacks in the camp were made
from iron and wood salvaged from
demolished buildings and the interi
ors of many had been given the 'wom
an's touch' with strips of wallpaper,
coverings of coloured cretonne, and
flowers. Flowers were grown on the
edge of the rubbish tip or in small
gardens surrounding the shacks. The

TIMES PAST 
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same plots also grew vegetables, such 
as cabbages and lettuce. The materi
als used in building the shacks were 
sometimes used imaginatively; the 
ceiling of one bedroom was the top of 
a bus. The roof of one shack adopted a 
twin design, half iron and half red 
tiles. 

In 1932 Nobbys camp was 
described as being 'cosmopolitan' for 
many nationalities resided there. 
There was a Norwegian, an Egyptian 
and several Brits. The latter included 
a former nurse who helped an Aus
tralian soldier back to health and 
married him. 'If I'd let him die he 
might have been better off,' she said 
at the time. 'He can't get a job any
where.' 

One of the residents in 1932 was a 
man known as 'Dr Bing.' Although on 
the dole he always managed to find a 
meal for the hungry and the desti
tute. He displayed a sign outside his 
shack 'Meals at all hours' and lived 
up to it. 

Over the next few years things did 
not greatly improve at the Nobbys 
camp. In June 1935 a gale and high 
seas damaged or destroyed many of 
the shacks. It was revealed, during a 
visit to the camp by the then NSW 
Governor, that the water supply for 
the camp was a single tap on the 
breakwater. The Governor was 
appalled and told the mayor of New
castle to 'forget the politics of 
whether the council approves of it, or 
not,' but get a water supply connected 
to the camp. 

In 1937 the Commonwealth 
Defence Department - the camp was 
on Crown land - announced that it 
would begin moving people from the 
camp. It was a slow process but by 
mid-1939 about half the residents 

had been moved on. The ups and 
downs of the camp was revealed in 
figures kept by the council. 

In 1933 Nobbys camp had 45 
shacks and 75 residents. By 1936 
there were 63 shacks and 160 resi
dents. By the beginnini of 1937 it 
had grown to 81 shacks but the num
ber of people living in the camp 
dropped to 144. When the Defence 
Department moved in the shacks 
dwindled to 35 and the population to 
70. As the people were moved on, the
shacks were demDlish d.

Those moved from the Nobbys 
camp were given alternative sites, 
including Charlestowf) Heights and 
Platts Estate, a� Waratah. 

Waratah council had fought hard 
to stop an unemployed camp being 
built in its area but to no avail. A 
group of unemployed tnen, including 
five returned soldiers - one an origi
nal Anzac - were found living in a pig 
pen at the Newcastle Abattoir. Their 
only shelter was a pig sty and they 
left this when pigs were brought in. 
They made their beds in small, two 
metre by one metre areas, and cooked 
and ate their meals a few metres 
away. At dawn they would gather 
their bundles of belongings and go 
searching for work. 

Conditions in the local camps 
seemed to reach their peak in 1936 
when conditions were described by a 
NSW Government Minister as 'intol
erable'. By then there were camps for 
the unemployed at Stockton, Carring
ton, Adamstown, Merewether, May
field, Warner's Bay, Jesmond, Kahi
bah, and Platt's Estate. There was 
also a 'tram car' camp with 17 men 
living in four tram cars. Cooks Hill 
had two camps, one for single Diggers 
and another in Parry St. 

The camps are still vivid in the 
memories of many Novocastrians. It 
was a time of great hardship for 
many fa'milies. It was also a time of 
great courage and tenacity. 

The Nobbys camp is long gone, as 
are the others, but they are part of 

Newcastle's social history and a grim 
reminder of the conditjons :,ome resi
dents were once forced to live in. 



Glad times: The official 
opening of the electric 
tram service in 
Newcastle, above. The 
first tramcars can be 
seen outside Newcastle 
post office on the 
afternoon of December 
15, 1923. 

Sad times: The last 
electric am to leave 
Wallsend, right, was the 
5.03am on November 
6, 1949. 
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'Lake' Crystal Palace: Heavy Easter rain caused a cave-in at Wall send Soccer Club's ground in 1927, leaving a 1 Om-deep 'puddle'. 



Most people remember or know of the big floods of the 1950s, but Norm 
Barney recalls an earlier soaking that also went down in local legend. 

E
aster, 1927. It was a very 
wet Ea ter. The rain came 
the day before Good Friday 
and just kept coming. 
· By 9am on Easter Sunday

more than 300mm had fallen, 1233 
points, or more than 12 inches on the 
old scale. 

It was an Easter when children swam 
the length of streets in Hamilton, when 
women went shopping in rescue boats 
at Wickham, when a large part of Crys
tal Palace soccer ground at W allsend 
disappeared. 

Newcastle was cut off by road to Syd
ney, Maitland and to most of Lake Mac
quarie and heavy seas stopped ships 
from entering or leaving Newcastle har
bour. Debris in the river stopped ferries 
running to and from Stockton and the 
industries. 

In the city Cottage Creek overflowed, 
flooding most of King St and Hunter St 
West. Among the many shops invaded 
by water was the Marcus Clark store. 
The back stalls of the Theatre Royal 
were flooded and water was knee-deep 
in the orchestra pit. Water entered 
houses in Porcher St (now National 
Park St). 

During a thunderstorm on Easter 
Saturday morning lightning struck the 
Sydney St (now Tyrell St) power sta
tion, �tarting a fire and interrupting 
power supply to some customers. 

At Hamilton and Broadmeadow 
drains quickly became overtaxed as 
water poured from the New Lambton, 
Adamstown and Charlestown hills. 
Soon the whole of the area between 
Chatham Rd and Gregson Park was a 
lake, between half a metre and a metre 
deep. 
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the park and headed for homes in Lind
say St. The water gouged out the soft 
soil in the park and gardens, destroyed 
driveways and uprooted shrubs and 
plants in the park. 

Low-lying land at Smedmore and 
Wickham was inundated, with water 
entering most homes and businesses in 
the two suburbs. A Wickham council 
employee spent most of Saturday ferry
ing housewives in a boat to buy essen
tial food for the weekend. 

T
HE Hunter River broke its banks 
near Hexham, leaving miners' 
weekend cottages several metres 

from land. It did not stop some miners 
from hanging out their washing. 

The Stockton-Salt Ash road was cut 
by water and telephone lines were 
brought down. At Fullerton Cove only a 
few fences and trees were to be seen 
above the flood waters. 

Water entered many of the shops in 
Nelson St, W allsend. In one house a 
man waded through water up to his 
chest. An ambulance room and drill hall 
had water up to a metre deep. Wallsend 
racecourse and Hexham swamp were 
also under water and in Council St one 
property had water almost two metres 
deep near its entrance. 

Water built up in Tudor St and Tudor 
St Extended and at 2am on the Satur
day morning police removed part of the 
fence on the western side of Gregson 
Park in an attempt to ease the situa
tion. A torrent, 30m wide tore tl:H-ough 

A catastrophe was waiting to happen 
and at daybreak on Easter Saturday 
morning the volume of water in the 
Wallsend area was too much for some 
old mine workings under the· Crystal 

~Palace soccer-ground. It collapsed and 

into the great chasm went much of the 
water then covering the street of Wal
lsend. It was likened to iagara Falls. 

A great cavity, 50 metres long by 40 
metres wide and averaging about 10m 
deep, opened up on the north-western 
corner of the ground. One part of the 
cavity was measured at 14m deep. A 
drain was cut to divert the water from 
the cavity for fear that it would get into 
the workings of the Wallsend Colliery. 

It was too late for the flood water 
found its way into the W allsend mine 
from the chasm via the old workings of 
the Elermore Vale mine. The water 
'rushed in like rivers' and the depth in 
one place was close to three metres. The 
part of the mine affected was between 
the main shaft bottom and the coal 
which was then being worked, which 
was under elevated ground. This meant 
that working face of the mine at the 
time was safe but the miners couldn't 
get to it. Between 300 and 330 mine
workers were affected by the flooded 
workings. 

Work on bl\ilding an embankment 
near the cavity begaQ almost immedi
ately with 100 men working on it. An 
endless stream of horses and drays 
began collecting material from the 
refuse dump of the old Elermore Vale 
mine. 

The rain caused havoc in other 
places. At Wyong a flood estimated to 
be the biggest in the area's history 
caused the death of a young girl near 
Tumbi Umbi. She was on horseback 
and going for the mail when swept 
away by flood water. 

A man was drowned near Booral 
after trying to cross a creek on horse
back. The current swept the horse off a 
bridge and the man was thrown into the 
water. He clung to the limb of a tree for 
a while and rescue seemed imminent 
then the tree, and the man, disap-

red rrr the--f!ood waters. -■
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Until the opening of the Stockton Bridge in 1971, most of the region's population would have 
travelled on the vehicular ferries between Newcastle and Stockton, writes Norm Barney. 



I
N May 1978, work be;:;f'n on 
the removai of the first of 
about 200 piles from the 
Newcastle vehicular ferry 
dock, more than six years 

after the ferries stopped running. 
The delay in the demolition of 

the dock was due to a union ban; 
in 1973 a private contractor was 
not allowed to proceed with the 
work after the NSW Public Works 
Department retrenched most of 
its wharf maintenance staff. 

When work was finally under
taken by the Department of Main 
Roads it found that many of the 
piles were driven about 7.5m into 
the harbour bed. To save costs the 
tops of some of the piles were 
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removed and the stumps buried 
beneath 2m of solid fill. 

The work was the delayed end 
of an era, when crossing Newcas
tle Harbour in a vehicle or by 
bicycle took time and patience. 
The vehicular ferries used in the 
final years, the Kooroongaba, 
Lurgurena and Koondooloo, came 
to the end of their working life 
when the then new Stockton 
Bridge was opened to traffic in 
late 1971. 

I
N the preceding years the three
vessels had played an impor

tant part in the development of 
Newcastle and Port Stephens. At 
some time most of the region's 
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population would have travelled 
on the ferries between Newcastle 
and Stockton. They carried vehi
cles, bicycles and people across 
the harbour and at certain times 
of the day and year, peak hours 
and public holidays, the wait on 
both sides of the harbour was 
often very long and tested the 
patience of many drivers. 

After a fine summer Sunday or 
public holiday the early morning 
car queue on the Newcastle side 
and the late afternoon queue on 
the Stockton side were always 
long, as was the wait to cross the 
harbour. Some motorists insisted 
on trying to jump the queue and if 
this caused a problem the police 

were called. They were once sum
moned by four blasts on a whistle 
but in later years a telephone did 
the job. 

Mr Peter Callen, a Stockton 
shipbuilder and repairer, intro
duced the first vehicle ferry to 
Newcastle Harbour in 1889. It 
was popular with farmers taking 
their produce to market. They 
would often arrive in the early 
morning hours and catch some 
sleep on the Stockton side before 
crossing to the markets. 

A modern ferry, the Mildred, 
was built at Walsh Island (now 
part of Koorangang) in 1913 and 
it carried 16 vehicles and 
remained the main vehicular link 
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Last journey: The Koondoo/oo, at left, and the Sydney Queen, aground near Trial Bay on the NSW Mid-North Coast, where they remain today. 

between Stockton and Newcastle 
until the arrival of the Kooroon• 
gaba in the early 1930s. 

T
HE Kooroongaba was twice
replaced by bridges, the Syd

ney Harbour Bridge in 1932 and 
the Stockton Bridge in late 1971. 
The Koondooloo was also replaced 
by the Sydney Harbour Brid 
but she didn't make it to Newcas
tle until 1950-51, after serving as 
a showboat and then as a floating 
workshop with the Royal Austra
lian Navy. The Lurgurena arrived 
in Newcastle from Hobart in 
1944. 

The ferry service was only 
interrupted by fog and industrial 
disputes. When this happened 
motorists had to use another 
route, usually via Hexham wher 
for years they encountered 
another, much smaller, vehicular 
punt. 

In emergencies vehicles were 
taken off the ferry to make way 
for ambulances, the police and 
fire brigade. Buses working to a 
timetable were also given prior
ity. Pedestrians travelled free on 
the vehicle ferry but if they 
missed it they had to rush to 
catch the passenger ferry - and 
pay for the privilege. Cyclists 
were always the last allowed to 
board the vehicle ferries. 

Sometimes motorists (and 
cyclists) got more than they bar
gained for when a ferry crossing 
the harbour cleaned out her 
tubes. When this happened the 
vehicles and passengers got cov
ered in soot. 

In 1970, the year before the 
vehicular ferry service ended, the 
three ferries moved about 4060 
vehicles daily across the harbour. 
It was a busy time when one con
siders that the Kooroongaba could 
handle a maximum of 47 vehicles 
as could the Lurgurena. The 
Koondooloo took on board a maxi
mum of 51. In 1988 the Stockton 
Bridge handled an average of 
14,167 vehicles a day. 

T
he opening of the Stockton
Bridge was the death knell for 

the three ferries. In January 
1972, along with a former Sydney 
Harbour showboat, the Sydney 
Queen, they left Newcastle Har
bour under tow to the large tu 
Polaris. They were bound for th 

Philippines but did not 
get very far. 

The Kooroongaba sank 
off the Manning River 
and the Koondooloo, Lur• 
gurena, and Sydrrey 
Queen broke their tow• 
lines and beached at Trial 
Bay where parts of them 
can still be seen almost a 
quarter century later. ■
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Colonial 
sidelights 

Beyond the history books, how did ordinary Hunter people feed and entertain.themselves? Norm Barney takes a ride in the time machine.

T
HIS year, the 200thanniversary of theaccepted white discovery of Newcastle, is a

time for historicalreflection. Over the next fewmonths this column will look atsome of the sidelights in the history of our region. 
Throughout the year there willbe many celebrations in theHunter Region and we will againread of how Lieutenant Shortland 'discovered' Newcastle; ofhow it became a convict settlement; of how the Hunter Valleywas settled; and what the various industries have meant to thedevelopment of the region.

But what of the more mundanethings, the things we take forgranted. Food, for instance. Howdid the early settlers feed them-

� 
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selves and where did some oftheir food come from?
Well, it came from their own,often very large, backyards andproperties. An official estimate ofthe land under crops in the Newcastle district and the crop yieldwas made by the police in November, 1838, at the requestof the Colonial Secretary.

Wheat, maize, barley, �ats,rye, millet, potatoes, onions, andtobacco were the main crops.Twenty-two properties were

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1997

Social centre: The old courthouse at the corner of Hunter and Bolton streets. It was here, in early 1855, that New
castle heard some of its first public readings and performances of Shakespeare. listed in the police returns.

Theatre-going was not easy inearly Newcastle. Theatrical performances were not encouragedby the authorities. One of thereasons given was the lack of asuitable venue but there wasmore to it than that.
In July, 1844, a Mr P.J. Rileyattempted to bring the VictoriaTheatre Company of Sydney toNewcastle, but two Justices ofthe Peace, Messrs Crummer andLast, had other ideas and told MrRiley that 'from the small population of Newcastle, and the verydepressed state of the colony, itwould not be remunerative to the

applicants, nor would it be conducive to the inhabitants of thetown, to hold theatrical exhibitions for the present.' 
Two years later the companytried again and suggested itcould use the old barracks for itsperformances. 
The application was madethrough the Colonial Secretary inNovember, 1846, and one of themagistrates who refused the earlier application and who nowidentified himself as MajorCrummer again gave reasonswhy the company should not usethe old barracks.

Major Crummer told the Colo-

nial Secretary that 'in the eventof a more suitable place for theatrical exhibitions being availablein Newcastle, I am not aware ofany objections to the issue of alicense .. .'. 
There was no other placeexcept the courthouse (now thesite of Newcastle Post office) andit was here in early 1855 thatWilliam Evans and his wife,Evadne, were given permission.

In June, 1855, the courthousewas again the venue for anotherperformance, this time from theNelson family with 'musicalentertainments '. ■
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Hunter book aimed at settling the dust on My Country
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By PAUL MAGUIRE 
Rural Reporter 

THE Hunter Region has for
mally laid claim to a piece of My
Country. 

The nationalistic poem by Doro
thea Mackellar was inspired by
drought-breaking rains on a prop
erty between Vacy and Gresford,
according to the author of a book
to be launched at Paterson on
Sunday, March 16. 

Ms Val Anderson said her work,
Dorothea Mackellar - My Coun
try - Paterson Valley Connection, 
was the result of six years of
painstaking effort. 

Members of the Paterson His
torical Society hope it puts to rest
assertions by tourist promoters
from the north-western NSW town
of Gunnedah. 

They have been saying for more
� a decade that the verse,whic'h has become an unofficial:Austr�lian anthem, was pennedafter Ms Mackellar visited familyproperties in that area.
Ms Anderson said her book wasbased on historical documents andsupportive research by historiansMr Harry Boyle, Ms CynthiaHunter and Mr ,Tack Sullivan thatprove My Country was inspired inthe Hunter Region.
Ms Anderson said DorotheaMackellar was about 14 and staying on her family's Allyn Riverproperty, Torryburn, in 1900when she witnessed the breaking

Hunter link: Dorothea Mackeller and the Torryburn homestead on the Allyn River in the Upper Hunter.
of a severe drought. 

She watched as a 'filmy veil of
greenness' transformed the thirsty
paddocks. 

'I saw it happen, literally,' Ms
Mackellar told a newspaper
reporter in 1964. 

'There had been a drought, thenrain, and we all danced in the
flooding rain. 

'I was on my parents' propertyout of Maitland and after the rain

I was on the veranda writing a
long letter to a friend in England.'

The poem was written over sev
eral years and was completed at
the family's Sydney residence.

It was first published under the
title Core Of My Heart in The Lon
don Spectator in 1908. 

Within weeks it was reprintedin the Australian independencepublication Call as it was recognised to reflect an ardent spirit of

nationalism that had awakenedwith the Federation of Australia'sStates in 1901. 
It was first published in Austra

lia under the title My Country in
Ms Mackellar's initial book of
verse in 1911, became widely
known during World War I and by
the 1930s was entrenched in the
education curriculum.

Ms Anderson said she hoped her
book tied the poem down in an his-

torical sense and conclusively
linked it with the Hunter Valley.

The book is an off-shoot of work
done for a Heritage Week exhibition in Paterson's courthousemuseum. 

The exhibition includes a copy
of the only recording of Ms Mack
ellar reading her poem.

The recording, made in 1958when she was 72, will be playedthroughout Heritage Week.
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The business end 
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T
IME changes everything -
except the Customs House clock. 

The early photograph was 
taken at 11.55am on a day in 
1927. Today's picture was taken 

at the same time about 70 years later. 
Watt St was then a busy street. It was the 

business end of Newcastle and many com
pany offices were located either in the street 
or nearby. Several shipping companies had 
offices in Watt St, all located close to the 
Customs House, King's Wharf, and the rail
way goodsyard. 

The horse and cart heading towards Scott 
St looks as if it has just missed a large pot
hole. It could have been turning left into 
Scott St or going to the railway station to 
pick up goods. Railway passenger carriages 
are blocking the view of the harbour at the 
bottom of Watt St, while outside the Cus
toms House three buses are parked. 

It was from here that buses left for Port 
Stephens, Nelson's Bay, and the Myall 
Lakes. On the Watt St side of the Customs 
House you would then have found the Fed
eral Electoral office for Newcastle; the 
Naval Coaling Office (it looked after the 
bunkering of any naval ship that visited the 
port); offices of the timber and fruit inspec
tors; and the Invalid and Old Age Pension 
office. 

The Railway Garage occupied the corner 
site, adjacent to the Customs House, for 
many years. Today it is a public park. 

The building at the right of the old pic
ture is the Great Northern Hotel. It was 
dj:!molished in the 1930s to make way for a 
more modern Great Northern (it is the 
building that stands empty on the site 
today). The old Tattersalls Club can just be 
seen next to the hotel. 

On the opposite side stood the George 
Hotel, in Scott St, and behind it was Car
rington Chambers. Both the George and the 
chambers were victims of the 1989 earth
quake. Carrington Chambers was a myriad 

of offices, housing, among others, the prem
ises of the Theatre Royal Company, New
castle Stadium, and Tighes Hill Pictures 
Ltd. 

There were two other hotels in Watt St, 
the Hotel Orient and the Beach Hotel. 
(There was a case for confusion, for the 
Hotel Orient was close to the office of the 
shipping company, the Australia Oriental 
Line Ltd.) Also in Watt St were the French 
and Belgian con�ulates. The city was also 
home to several other consulates, including 
those of America and Sweden. 

About 40 years ago, when a Watt St 
building was being renovated, some old bills 

were found behind a mantlepiece, including 
one from Dr Richard Harris for three 
pounds. Carpenters also found a business 
card for one of Newcastle's early hansom 
cabs and an account book for an old New
castle jewellery store. 
· There was even a request from a former
resident about some lost money. The build
ers perhaps hoped they would be looking for
a hoard of coins but the former resident
explained that sometime in 1927, the year
the old photograph was taken, she had been
paying the milkman and had dropped a two
shilling piece down a crack!



Rannells head back to City Hall 

Homeward bound: Newcastle Region Library employee Michael Smithies with the portrait of James Hannell. 

By MIKE SCANLON 
Civic Reporter 

AFTER 17 years of relative 
obscurity, oil portraits of famous 
Novocastrian Mr James Hannell 
and his wife are to be returned to 
Newcastle City Hall. 

The former policeman, publi
can, politician and sportsman was 
Newcastle's first mayor, in 1859, 
but today no portrait of him and 
his wife hang in City Hall. 
, They apparently did until 
about 1980, when they were 
removed. 

The move had nothing to do 
with the Rannells falling out of 
favour. 

It was simply that the twin por
traits were showing their age and 
were sent to what was thought to 
be a kinder, air-conditioned·cli
mate across Civic Park to the 
Newcastle Region Library in 

Laman St. Newcastle council has 
decided to investigate the feasibil
ity of the artworks being returned 
to pride of place in City Hall, if 
there are no major conservation 
problems. 

The acting manager of the 
Newcastle Library, Mrs Christine 
Judd, foresaw no problems as 
long as a suitable air-conditioned 
location were found so the oil por
traits did not crack. 

'Probably the only trouble with 
moving them (back) to City Hall 
is that they are so big . . . about 
the size of a house door,' she said. 

The portraits have been kept in 
the library's local studies (his
tory) department but now they 
are in storage in the library's 
atmosphere-controlled pictures 
room. 

Cr Keith Parsons (ALP) suc
cessfully oved in council last 

week that attempts be made to 
restore the portraits to City Hall, 
because people often asked about 
the 1869 artworks. 

Newcastle had one of the oldest 
councils in NSW yet it seemed 
odd it did not have a portrait of 
its first mayor and lady mayoress, 
Cr Parsons said. 

Last October Newcastle City 
Council installed nine black and 
white photographic portraits of 
the lord mayors who led the city 
from 1947. 

The late James Hannell, 
besides being Newcastle's first 
mayor, was the first mayor of 
Wickham, the town's first auc
tioneer, helped establish Newcas
tle Hospital and was the area's 
first MLA. 

Mr Hannell (1813-1876) died 
from pneumonia after riding 
home fr9m a council meeting. 



ABOVE: This steam self-tipping wagon, seen here in January 1924, in Russell Rd, near the corner of Evescourt Rd, cost 
the New Lambton council £1400. At the same time the council purchased a concrete mixer costing £75. BELOW: The 
same corner today. The partly obscured house roof at centre belongs to the same house pictured behind the men 
standing in the back· of the steam wagon in the 1924 photograph above. 

New Lambton Council 
kept projects debt-free 
I

N July 1938 the Greater New
castle Council decided to scrap 
obsolete or worn-out plant 

which had served the suburban or 
·township councils for a number of
years.

Among them were some very old
council trucks similar to the one in
the 1924 photograph above. This
truck may well have been one of
those scrapped. '• 

When the photograph was taken
it was an important part of the
New Lambton Municipal Council
plant. It was taken at a time when
New Lambton was making great
progress.

That year 84 houses and 16
. other buildings had been approved
, in the municipality.

A year after the picture was
taken the Kotara Estate was sold
by the Scottish-Australian Mining
Company who looked on it as 'a
model living area'.

Kotara was then part of the New 

, Lambton municipality. The com
pany had even built a new railway 
station 'of the island platform type' 
with an overhead connecting 
bridge. 

New streets and roads intersect
ing the Kotara Estate and leading 
to the main arteries of the district 
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had also been constructed. There 
was a plan to build a subway under 
the railway line on the western 
side of Kotara station which, it was 
hoped, would 'lead to an excellent 
tourist road to Lake Macquarie 
resorts'. 

Two other developments were 
awaiting the council's approval. 
One was a proposed sub-division by 
the Payne family of the area known 
as Payne's Paddock, and the other 
was the Sketchley sub-division on 
the north-eastern side of St James' 
Rd. 

The council had continued with 
its plans to kerb and gutter its 
roads, and had spent £1000 on the 

reconstruction of Russell Rd. 
The council was having problems 

with the Gully Line Bridge, which 
at the time was made of timber and 
was very narrow. 

It was planned to join the vehicu
lar bridge with the tramway bridge 
on the northern side of the road. In 
1924 there was a fenced off gap of 
about 25 feet between the two brid
ges. 

Improvements were also planned 
for the New Lambton Public 
School. The work included exten
sions to the original school building 
and the conversion of recently 
acquired church property to cook
ery and sewing rooms . 

The New Larnbton council prided 
itself on getting work done for its 
residents without going into debt. 

In the mid-twenties it did not 
believe in taking out loans to 
finance its work. It preferred to 
strike a higher rate rather than be 
stuck with what it called 'capital 
indebtness'. 

Big money was not involved. In 
1926 the council announced that it 
would spend £8716 on works. It 
already had £1187 in hand before 
striking a rate, so it had to find a 
mere £7529. 
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