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FOREWORD 

Readers of this article dealing with Newcastle 

Hospital will find a very plain unvarnished account of the 

Institution between the years 1815 - 1891. 

Perhaps I have stressed the difference between the 

old and the newer ways of Hospital affairs. To the modern 

Hospital, the patient is the all important theme. For the 

patient a Hospital is only a structure built about the 

essential services which include medical attention from the 

Staff, cleanliness, water, heat, sanitation and comfort. So 

if I have stressed a lack of all amenities associated with a 

Hospital, it has been done to show the conditions under which 

Medical Officers and nursing staff laboured. It is not a 

wonder to me that they failed sometimes but that they should 

succeed at all. Many times I have listened to the late 

Dr . W. Nickson tell of his early trials in Newcastle and 

feel that the Nickson Wing of the Hospital will be a lasting 

memorial to that very fine gent leman. I am sorry that all 

trace of the Hannell Wing is gone, it served as a memorial 

to a gentleman who laboured mightily for the sick and poor 

of this district. If after reading this article you have a 

greater appreciation of those two fine old gentlemen, the 

Rannells, father and son, who between them over a number of 

years raised over £5000, in the days when the admission price 

to a concert was from 1/- to 3/- and of those Medical Officers 

to name only a few Evans, Bowker, Nash, Codrington, R. Harris, 

J. Harris, Knaggs and Ludlow who served the Hospital between 

the years 1815 - 1891, the labour of preparation of this 

paper will have been worthwhile. 



Some day this story will be continued on from the 

1891 period and then a yet greater appreciation of the trials 

of the early Hospital staff will be brought to your notice. 

B. W. CHAMPION 

Newcastle, 1.3.50. 
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Much controversy has arisen in the past as to the 

exact location and type of building of the original Colonial 

Hospital in Newcastle. This difference of opinion amongst 

writers was brought about by a statement made by Major General 

Macquarie (1) item 9 - "A weather boarded Colonial Hospital 

with a virandah in front, for the accommodation of 60 patients 

having an extensive area of ground round it which is surrounded 

by a strong stockade." Other items in his report show that 

there was also a weather boarded Military Hospital as distinct 

from the Colonial Hospital, a stone gaol and other buildings. 

This statement by Macquarie is the only reference 

I can find to a weatherboarded Hospital, all other references 

are to a stone structure. 

The editor of the Sydney Gazette (2) in December 

1818 states that "an excellent Hospital well aired and well 

situated constructed with stone, with a viranda round it and 

enclosed with a suitable paling." 

James Clohasy (3) in evidence before Bigge said he 

cut the stone for the Hospital and jail. "I was particularly 

employed in building the church, I cut the stone for the 

other buildings." 

William Evans (4) colonial surgeon stationed at 

Newcastle giving evidence before Commissioner Bigge was 

asked 

Question: "How long has the present Hospital been 

built and used as such?" 

Answer: "It was originally built for a Jail and was 

converted by Captain Wallis to a Hospital 

about two years ago." 

Captain Wallis was Commandant at Newcastle during 

the years June 1st, 1816 to January 9th, 1819. 
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William Evans said he had been nearly nine years 

at Newcastle. Was appointed on 16.3.1811. Had spent nearly 

three months at Sydney before going to Newcastle. Was eight 

winters at St. Thomas' and Guys Hospitals, London, before 

coming to N. S . W. Came here as Supt. of the "Indispensable", 

female convict ship with certificates from the Professors of 

the Hospital and from Dr. Harness of the Transport Board. 

Evidence concerning it: - "If I put beds on the floor the 

two r ooms will hold 29 patients, but on bedsteads with 

difficulty I can put 24 which will not allow more than 8 ins . 

between the berths and there ought to be at least 12 . 11 

Question: "Do you find the wooden bedsteads much infected 

with vermin?" 

.Answer: "Particularly so - all the woods of the colony 

are subject to them." 

I have applied frequently for iron bedsteads - could not be 

supplied . 

RE number of patients. Number fluctuates. Dysentery common 

from Nov . to April . 74 cases at present under my care 

(general diseases) 21 are men and one woman (in hospital) . 

Have 9 men and one woman at gaol hospital. Remainder are 

out patients . 

Bigge ' s (5) description of the Newcastle Hospital 

is the only complete one and I feel sure it must be taken as 

the correct solution as to the site and materials used. "The 

Hospital at Newcastle was built by convicts condemned by 

Colonial sentences to work there, and is situated upon a 

sandy hill. It lies between the sea shore and the town. It 

was intended for a gaol, but was converted by Captain Wallis 

the Commandant into a Hospital. (Wallis was Commandant 

June 1816 to January 1819.) 

The building consists of two rooms for patients 

that are not capable of receiving more than twenty- five beds, 
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and of two small rooms ten feet long and six feet wide one 

of which is appropriated to the use of female patients and 

the other to the grinding the rations of wheat for the use 

of the Hospital. The building is of stone and rough cast 

with a projecting pediment in front supported by wooden 

columns. (4) It is much exposed to the North West winds and 

the ventilation is sometimes suspended from the necessity of 

closing the windows against the clouds of sand with which it 

is surrounded. The residence of the surgeon is a little 

distance from the HOspital." The surgeon's home was on the 

site of Dr. Gardiner's present home at the end of Church 

Street. 

Governor Macquarie (6) visited the Newcastle district 

in 1812 and later in 1818 (7). His Journal entry for January 

5th, 1812, states that he visited the Hospital barracks and 

gardens of both. His Journal entry three years later stated 

that he visited the~ Jail,~ Hospital,~ guard house, 

battery and light house. 

Morisset (8) speaking to a question as to sand 

nuisance at the Hospital stated that "much inconvenience was 

caused from the site of the Jail and Hospital on the sand 

hills as a quantity of sand blew into them at every high 

wind." 

In a picture of the 1865 Hospital there can be seen 

portion of an old building projecting to the Northern side. 

Again in an architect's drawing of a proposed new Hospital 

long after the Hannell structure had been erected there is a 

view of a very old building. I wonder if this could have 

been portion of the 1815 structure converted by Wallis as a 

Hospital. 

Mr . Williamson (January, 1949) building supervisor 

at Newcastle Hospital states "when underpinning the Northern 

side of the Hospital, for the purpose of creating more space 
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below the ground floor, I came upon massive blocks of roughly 

dressed stone, which did not have any relation to any 

existing building. In other sections I came across very 

crude lime cement and again very old brick work. It would 

appear to me as if there had been three buildings or large 

additions on that site." 

Old (9) plans and pictures all show a Hospital on 

the site of the present structure. 

Bingle (10) states that the Hospital, one of the 

earliest in Newcastle, was pulled down in 1864 to give place 

on the same site, to the present handsome and ornamental 

structure, which was opened to the public under very great 

difficulty and squabbling in 1865." 

Perhaps some portion of the original building 

remained to house patients whilst the 1865 building was 

being erected, as (11) Windross and Ralston state that the 

Hospital was replaced and do not ment~on its demolition. 

(12) One Newspaper describing the settlement at 

Newcastle states that "it is extremely healthy, the General 

Hospital receives all the sick for many miles, and yet there 

are seldom more than twenty-five patients in it at one time. 

The surgeon of the establishment is an attentive and skilful 

officer". Yet the same paper (13) only a week later states 

that a new Hospital site has been selected as the present 

Hospital origin~lly the Jail is in a dilapidated condition. 

Four years later tenders were (14) called for 

converting the prisoners barracks at Newcastle into a Hospital. 

(15) James Jervis, F.R. A.H .S. after much research 

could not find any evidence that this move to turn the / 

barracks into a Hospital was ever undertaken. 

That very colourful convict Sir Henry Brown-Hayes 

sojourned in Newcastle for different periods between the years 
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1805 and 1810. His life was never monotonous, he should have 

lived in the Raleigh-Drake period. Many stories have been 

reported about his life. Morton (16) has given a plain 

unvarnished account of his Australian days, it is worth your 

attention. The late w. A. Sparke of this City stated to the 

writer that the Prosecuting Attorney J.P. Curran, at the 

trial of Brown Hayes, probably made the most outstanding 

plea in a life time of many famous pleas, and that he had 

studied the address to the Jury on many occasions with 

advantage. 

(17) The reason Hayes is mentioned in this acc~unt 

is that the Government purchased in the year 1810 after he 

had departed from Newcastle, his hut or house and that it was 

converted into a Hospital. 

Jervis states it was the first building used for 

a Hospital in Newcastle and that Lieut. Purcell, the 

Commandant, was allowed to use a convict woman to act as a 

nurse. 

I quote the letters as the wording is quaint. 

Henry Brown Hayes to J. T. Campbell. (Newcastle Papers 

Col. See's Letters) 

16 May 1810, 

Sir, 

If my house at Newcastle would be any convenience 

to Government I would prefer as exchange for any Hut at 

Sydney to taking a recompense in Cedar, but His Excellency's 

wish will be mine. 

The fact is I frequently feel an inconvenience for 

a lodging when necessity obliges me to remain for a night in 

town. If this proposal should meet His Excellency 's 

approbation I would feel obliged by your communication. 

I have etc. 

H. B. Hayes. 
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Vaucluse 

13 May, 1810 

J. Thos Campbell 

J. T. Campbell to Lieut Purcell C1 dant Newcastle Col: Sec. 

Letters. 

His Excellency has no objection to your purchasing 

the house of Sir H.B. Hayes, and Sir H.B. is willing to 

take any sum you may value it at, but His Excellency recommends 

that you get two respectable persons with yourself to make 

a regular valuation of it. 

Purcell to Campbell Newcastle Papers. 

Newcastle , 

1 May, 1810 

It is my intention with His Excellency's permission 

to purchase every private house here and pay for them with 

the produce of the Settlement. I got a man here to write by 

this Vessel to Sir H.B. Hayes on the subject of purchasing 

an Excellent house of his here which I mean to make an 

Hospital of. 

I cannot find the site of the Brown Hayes hut 

which he names Bachelors Hall. There are on record various 

letters from Hayes to Governor Macquarie all of which show 

tba.t he was suffering from a type of persecution complex. 

Hayes friend and servant Samuel Breakwell admonished 

him for being so impetuous (18) and not to write any more 

letters to the a uthorities "for heavens sake keep quiet it 

won't be long; if I am wrong informed you must excuse me 

taking this liberty of dictating to you." 

That the hut was substantial and could be locked 

is evidenced by a letter from Hayes to Governor Macquarie 

complaining of Lieutenant Lawsons high handed (18) conduct, 

in breaking down the door and seizing papers when Hayes 

refused to hand over the key to enter the hut . · 
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Bigge's Report (19) states that "There were seven 

streets at the time of hisvisit and they contained thirteen 

houses belonging to the Government and seventy one to the 

prisoners. The names of the streets were Macquarie, Wallis, 

Elizabeth, Patrick, Cowper, George and Wellington." Hayes 

hut must have been among the 71 mentioned and it is unlikely 

that it would be east of the present Pacific Street. 

w. Gool~, Esq., our President, considers it would have been 

on the western corner of Newcomen and Church Streets set 

back from the road. An old resident pointed out that site 

to him many years ago, as the area on which Brown Hayes had 

his house. I have not been able to cross index or confirm 

the above statement after a thorough search of early plans 

or views of early Newcastle. 

The infant Hospital was starved for supplies both 

Morisset and Assistant Surgeon Evans complained. Morisset 

stated that the food supplied to the convicts was not 

sufficient, it would hardly support them. 

Evans had a great shortage of bedding and blankets 

at the Hospital, (20) for on August 24th, 1816, he had 

twenty-five patients in the Hospital, with only three blankets 

to distribute. Five patients were compelled to lie on the 

ground as he had neither cradles nor boards for them. 

Bigge Box 19 May 18, 1819 

Surgeon W. Evans to Morriset. 

"Some time in the latter end of last December I 

made a Demand for medicines, necessaries and etc. and even 

those which I did receive, there was but a very small supply, 

some of them were destroyed by being improperly packed, 

those were replaced in the course of the following month, 

the Dysentery at that time raging here soon exhausted the 

whole of the Calomel which I had received, and altho I 

repeated my Demand I received no more nor have I had a 

single grain since January 26th the Blistering Plaster was 
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all expended in a few days after. On the first of February 

I again made a general demand by the Second Trip of the 

Nelson afterwards I received a few articles without any 

invoice or account whatever. 

Since that time I have repeated by Demand by every 

opportunity but have never received any Answer." 

Morisset stated "that there had been a want of 

medicine during his command, no soap was issued, Convicts 

used pipe clay, or made soap of the skimmings of pot grease 

and wood ashes." 

(21) The road to the Hospital if ever formed, 

became smothered with the sand drift brought about by the 

destruction of all trees and bushes capable of hiding an 

escaping convict, so that the surgeon was forced to lay 

across the street, trunks of trees, cut flat on one side 

before water could be wheeled to the inmates of the Hospital. 

In 1839 the sand drift became so bad that the morgue 

attached to the Hospital became smothered with sand. The 

Hospital grounds ran down to the ocean edge. 

Various ups and downs took place at the Hospital, 

discipline was lax, the Committee governing the Institution 

had not much interest and the method of administering the 

regulations was impossible. The building fell into disrepair, 

Government funds for upkeep did not come to hand, but still 

it served some purpose. 

(22) If a ticket of leave convict was admitted 

to the Hospital he was forced to pay one shilling a day, 

whilst an inmate. If, however, on dischargehe could not pay 

he was handed back to Government control. In the case of 

one ticket of leave man Mc----- who could not pay he was 

employed at the Hospital as a medical orderley until the 

debt was discharged. By this means the Hospital Committee 

were able to evade the regulation to return him to the 
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Government and so not to lose his ticket of leave. 

Free inhabitants of the district who were admitted 

to the Hospital paid 3/- per day. There is a case of a man 

named Manby who was admitted on the recommendation of Mr. 

Hamilton of Cassilis and by a Committee man the Rev. c. P. N. 

Wilton. Major Crummer, the Magistrate, safeguarding the 

interests of the Hospital, wrote to the Colonial Secretary 

and eventually a bond was entered into between Simon Kemp of 

Sydney and Rev. C. P. N. Wilton of Newcastle on Mr. Hamilton's 

account for the payment of the fees. Dr. Brooks was the 

medical officer concerned. 

Prisoners from the Stockade and members of the 

chain gang making the breakwater were often Hospital inmates. 

Several of them escaped from the care of the Hospital. One 

aid in their escape was the fact that, one prisoner who had 

been an inmate of the Hospital was employed as a gate keeper. 

There naturally was an enquiry and Maj or Crummer (23) 

reporting the result to the Colonial Secretary stated 

"Referring to the number of instances of prisoners in irons 

making their escape from the Colonial Hospital, I beg leave 

to represent the anomalous proceeding in appointing in the 

present instance a prisoner serving in irons to take charge 

of a duty of such responsibility as sentry to guard against 

the escape of a number of convict patients, as are generally 

in that establishment and we would request that instructions 

may be furnished to the colonial surgeon not to permit the 

repetition of a similar measure." 

The above letter also referred to the case of six 

prisoners in irons, who escaped from the Hospital in May, 

1844. They had been admitted to the Hospital from the chain 

gang at Nobbys. "Making their way to the harbour they 

seized the cutter "The Brothers" and made off up the Coast. 

Reaching Port $tephens they made their way into the country. 
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In the meantime however the pursuit had been taken up by 

Captain King, R.N. and a boating party and a body of Mounted 

Police co-operated by making their way up the coast to see 

that the convicts did not land suddenly and double back. 

The operations were successful for at Port Stephens word 

was obtained of the landing of the convicts and a number of 

residents joined in the chaise, with the result that the 

escapees were captured some distance from Port Stephens and 

brought back to Newcastle." 

The Committee was always at logger heads with the 

Magistrates. From time to time patients were sent to the 

Hospital "for support". In vain did the Committee acquaint 

the Police that "No individual can be admitted into the 

Hospital unless he or she as the case may be, require either 

medical or surgical treatment" - c. Pleydell - c. P. N. 

Wilton - Vice Presidents. 

(24) "At the Annual General Meeting of the 

Hospital Subscribers, held on January 25th, 1849, the following 

were elected to the Committee. 

President: The Bishop of Newcastle. 

Vice President: Rev. c. P. N. Wilton, M.A. 

Secretary: Mr. George Tully. 

'Rreasurer: Mr. Beresford Hudson. 

Committee: Rev. Wilton, Dr. George Brooks, Dr. R.R. s. Bowker, 

Charles Bolton, J.B. Hudson, H. Usher. 

On February 10th, 1849, the records show that the Hospital 

was not very extensively patronised. For the six months 

ending December, 1848, only eleven patients had been admitted 

to the Hospital and the expenses amounted to £38.9.11. This 

amount included repairs to the Hospital, medical attendance, 

diet of patients, coal and candles." 

In 1851 it was found to be in the best interests 

of the Hospital to increase the numbers of the Committee men 
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from six to twelve. They comprise - Captain Alex Livingstone, 

J.B. Hewson, Alexander Brown, W. H. Whyte, Simon Kemp, 

H. Usher, Robert Fisher, James Mitchell, G. E. Darby, John 

Grieves, J. Weiss and William Donaldson. The population of 

Newcastle had increased from 553 in 1817 to 1169 in 1821 but 

twenty years later it had only increased by 200. The growth 

of Newcastle between 1851 and 1861 was considerable and the 

Hospital was overtaxed for space. Many complaints were made 

of the old building, originally built as a Jail and converted 

by Captain Wallis to a Hospital. It was stated that the 

number of beds had been increased until they were only a foot 

apart. Petitions were sent to the Government asking for 

financial assistance to build a new Hospital. 

On July 3rd, 1861, James Hannell, Mayor of Newcastle, 

called a public meeting to consider the matter of erecting 

a new Hospital building. A representative gathering of 

Newcastle citizens was the result. Among those present 

being the Rev. Canon Fletcher, Dr. Coutts, H. Gainsford and 

W. Hill, Dr. Cosby William Morgan, Alderman A. A. P. Tighe, 

Messrs. T. Lewis, M.L.A., J. C. Dibbs, W. Keane, Beresford 

Hudson, Berner, Alex Brown, R. Turton and many other 

prominent citizens. 

Some of the speakers were very critical of the 

apathy of the Government and the state of the old building. 

The Committee men were also to blame for very frequently, 

the minutes show that meetings lapsed for want of a quorum. 

(25) The Rev. s. Low stated that "The present 

building was hardly suitable for a scullery; there were no 

ward rooms and the place was dirty to a degree. Many 

Gentlemen in England would not put a pet or a favourite 

horse in such a place --- he had found the dead lying by the 

side of the living. There were only two small rooms and the 

living and dead were found together. Patients were poisoned 

by the atmosphere in the room, the decayed timber, diseased 
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lungs, bad state of breath and bad ventilation." 

It was decided to raise the sum of £1,500 as a 

start, towards the building and a collection was taken there 

and then which amounted to £204. A special building 

committee as distinct from the Hospital Committee was formed. 

Promises of Cash, Kind and Service readily came about. 

C.H. Hannell's concerts were very useful in raising money, 

together with many public functions but it was not until 1864 

that arrangements were sufficiently advanced to warrant a 

visit from the Government surveyor to decide on the area of 

land required. In July, 1864, Mr. Maitland, the Government 

surveyor came to Newcastle to lay out the Hospital Reserve, 

prior to the Government handing it over to the trustees of 

the Institution. 

The area handed over was little more than one 

acre. If only the civic fathers had thought of the future 

expansion of the city and allowed for the continuation of 

King Street through to the beach, what a diffeFence it would 

have made to present day tourist traffic and general City 

planning. 

(26) Thursday the 9th November, 1865, dawned fair 

and was to be one of the most outstanding days in the history 

of early Newcastle for on that day the foundation stone of 

the infant Hospital was laid. In an age of processions, 

when they were formed and the people paraded for any excuse, 

the public procession for the laying of the foundation stone 

was the best for many a day. 

Soon after 10 a.m. it was formed in Hunter Street 

and marched off to the Hospital grounds. The order of the 

procession was: The Hospital Committee, Masonic Brethren, 

School Children, The Band, Volunteer Artillery, Oddfellows, 

I.O.O.F.M.U., Citizens Volunteer Rifles, Oddfellows Grand 

United, Naval Brigade, Loyal Union Lodge of Oddfellows, 

Captains, Officers and seamen of ships in port. 





- DR. W. C. MORGAN -

Dr. W. C. Morgan came to Newcastle in 1860, where 

he became a partner to Dr. R.R. s. Bowker. He stayed three 

years, during which time he interested himself in the life 

of the Community being the Port Medical Officer, Honorary of 

the Hospital and Surgeon to the Volunteer Corps. In 1863 he 

returned to England to further his studies and on his return 

took up practice at Orange and later at Bathurst. He served 

for six years on the staff of Bathurst Hospital and was 

promoted to Surgeon in the 3rd Infantry Regiment. He moved 

to Sydney in 1874 and actively practised there for four years. 

He secured the appointment as Surgeon to the Sydney Infirmary 

in 1876. The Governor appointed him a member of the Medical 

Board of New South Wales and he was a foundation member of 

the Linnean Society and a Trustee of the Australian Museum. 

He returned to Newcastle in 1878 as Port Doctor and 

Resident Member of the Railway Medical Board. He was the 

first President of the Newcastle Medical Society and of the 

Newcastle Sanitary Association. He became an Alderman in 1880 

and Mayor of Newcastle in 1885. He interested himself in 

Ambulance work and became Chief Lecturer to that organisation. 



.... 
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After grouping in the Hospital grounds the 

Provincial Grand Master of the Freemasons of New South Wales , 

John Williams, Esq., faithfully laid the foundation stone. 

(27) Beneath the stone was placed, in a cavity, the day's 

paper together with a document in the following terms, "This 

stone in commemoration of the erection of a Hospital for the 

relief of the destitute sick of the city of Newcastle, was 

laid by John Williams, Provincial Grand Master of the 

Freemasons of New South Wales on the 9th Day of November, 

1865, being the 27th anniversary of the birth of His Highness 

Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, and the 29th year of the 

reign of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. The Right Hon. 

Sir John Young Bart, K.C.B., Governor-in-Chief, Joseph Ward , 

Esq., Mayor of Newcastle, Building Committee: James Hannell, 

M.L.A., W. Rose (Treasurer), Thomas Dulling, Frede. Ash, 

Captain Allan, C. W. Williams, Designer and Architect, Thomas 

Rowe. 

Architect - Mortimer W. Lewis, Builder - George Henry Cox. 

(28) The 9th November, 1865, besides being a holiday 

for the citizens of Newcastle must also have been a Gala Day 

for the members of the Masonic order. The Marine Lodge of 

Newcastle on that day was host to the Provincial Grand Lodge 

and all marched in full regalia to the site of the building 

and after the ceremony returned to the Lodge room which was 

situated in Rouses Hotel between Wolfe and Perkin Streets. 

The Marine Lodge had been formed in 1858 and its number was 

1065 E.C. 

(29) The Hospital was finished in 1866. 

(30) The Annual General Meeting of Subscribers 

was called for the 17th January, 1866, but, as the requisite 

number of subscribers required by law were not present, the 

meeting was postponed until 24th January. At the postponed 

meeting the following gentlemen were elected: 
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President: J. Hannell, M.L.A., Vice President: W.W. Rowe, 

Hon. Secretary: George Buxton, 

Auditors: John Wood, Junr., J. Clarkson, 

Medical Officer: Dr. Richard Bowker, 

Committee: Frede. Ash, w. H. Scully, John Wood, Junr., 

D. Bishop, J. R. Fox, c. W. Williams, Joseph Clarkson, 

Henery Finch. 

In February, 1866 the following accounts were 

passed for payment. Coal 13/-; Funeral expenses £2/17/6; 

Shaving £1/1/-; Milk 12/11; Groceries £4/18/4; Wardsman 

£4/15/8; Bread £8/1/4; Vegetables 17/-; Meat £3/15/4; 

Knagg's stationery £1/-/-; making a total of £28/12/lJ 

The Committee decided that £1/1/- for the month's shaving 

was too much so the barber, Pailatto, was dismissed and a 

new barber was engaged at £5 per annum. The new barber to 

attend once per week for the purpose of shaving and hair 

cutting the patients. Gordon, the wardsman, to keep a book 

in which the barber's attendance was to be noted. 

The tenders for the Hospital supplies were accepted. 

Whyte - Fresh beef or corned 3td. per pound: Mutton 4td. per poun 

Alex Forbes - Bread 5d. per 2 lb. loaf: Flour 2~. per pound: 

straw 4/6d. per cwt.: John Smith - Milk 5d. per quart: 

Whyte - all vegetables 1d. per pound. 

Dr. R.R. s. Bowker approached the Committee, 

through Gordon, the wardsman, asking that a female patient 

be admitted to the Hospital, but the Committee stated that 

as there was no room for any female patients in the Hospital 

his request be refused. 

In the minutes of April and July figure the names 

of Dr. Brookes and Dr. Richard Harris as having been paid 

for services rendered. 

(31) The wreck of the Cawarra 12.7.1866 threw 

extra work on the Hospital Committee and staff, for as the 
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bodies were washed ashore they were carried to the newly 

opened Hospital and placed upon straw in the large room on 

the ground floor. Straw was available as it was always used 

for bedding for all patients except leg fractures, who used 

horse hair mattresses. Straw was destroyed after each 

patient was discharged. There was always the risk of fire 

and the hours for smoking were strictly regulated. 

Identification of the thirty seven bodies there, 

was established. The people of Newcastle decided that a 

public funeral should be accorded the twenty-two bodies to 

be buried locally. The President, J. Hannell, announcing 

the order of the funeral procession from a large mound of 

sand on the right of the Hospital, asked that the public 

keep to the order as announced by him. The Committee of the 

Hospital represented by Captain Allen James Hannell and Dr. 

Brookes immediately followed the clergy of the city who led 

the procession marching three abreast. The clergy were 

Revs. Mayne, Coutts, Pritchard, Lane, Gainford and Bain. 

At Christ Church burial ground the procession was met by 

the Revs. Bode and Millard. 

In October, 1866, the married couple named Gordon 

who acted as wardsman and matron asked that their salary be 

increased. They had worked at the Hospital for three years 

at the rate of 1/6d. per day each. After due discussion 

their salary was increased by 2/- per day each. 

The first female patient admitted to the Hospital 

was in October, 1866, when Annie Palmer was recommended by 

Mrs. Windeyer of Tomago as a suitable person. The payment 

of 5/- per week was guaranteed by Mrs. Windeyer. 

In January, 1867, Dr. R. Bowker was again appointed 

Medical Officer at a salary of £50 per annum. The rules for 

the admission of patients to the Hospital were as follows. 

1. The object of this Institution shall be to relieve 

the indigent sick of Newcastle and the surrounding 
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districts. 

2. All annual subscribers of £1 paid up, shall be 

entitled to recommend one patient each year. Annual 

subscribers of two pounds shall be entitled to 

recommend two patients, each year, and annual 

subscribers of five pounds and upwards shall be 

entitled to recommend three patients each year to 

the Hospital. 

3. Subscribers may recommend patients belonging to the 

district not being paupers, subject to the approval 

of the acting Committee, on the patients each under

taking to pay 3/- per day if the subscriber 

recommending becomes security for the payment of the 

same. 

Patients not belonging to the district may be 

admitted in particular cases by the vote of the 

acting Committee. 

4. Seamen belonging to ships in the harbour may be 

admitted on the recommendation of the agent of the 

vessell, he being responsible for the payment of 

3/- per day and in the event of death for the 

funeral expenses. 

Mr. Flood was authorised to collect subscriptions 

for the Hospital on a commission of 10%. 

The following letter from R.R. s. Bowker, M.D., 

F.R.C.S.L., Medical Officer to the Newcastle Hospital addressed 

to the Committee gives a very good idea of the way the 

Hospital was conducted. There are thirteen patients in the 

Hospital at present as under. 

1. W. G. who about two years ago or more suffered a 

very severe compound fracture of the ankle and 

instep, his leg was preserved with much difficulty, 

but he is s t ill a cripple unable to follow his 
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occupation, he wishes to have the fore part of his 

foot amputated and I am inclined to agree to his 

request in the hope that his leg maybe rendered 

more useful, by such an operation he would be six 

weeks or two months longer in the Hospital. 

2. J. J. A man who came from afar, blind, apparently 

hopelessly so; from granular opthalmia and who 

probably would have lost his sight but for the 

charity of the Committee in receiving him, this 

man might go out soon in a week or a fortnight not 

quite cured, but I hope in such a stage as to prevent 

a relapse. 

3. M.A. a foreigner afflicted with a severe degree 

of granular opthalmia, and who might soon go out 

say in a fortnight. 

4. J. W. Chronic rheumatism of a very intractable 

character and who ought soon to be removed. 

5. W. T. Chronic rheumatism also very intractable as 

in the former case. 

6. D. Mc. Chronic rheumatism nearly well, say a week. 

7. H. M. Large ulcers on legs will be probably well 

in a month or six weeks. 

8. J. R. Diarrhea with liver complication a doubtful 

case as to quick recovery say a month . 

9. P. G. old standing blindness came up from Sydney 

under hope that I might restore his sight of which 

there is some slight possibility his means having 

been exhausted, the Committee I suppose admitted 

him out of charity, ought to leave I think in 2 or 

3 weeks. 

10. c. M. a resident of the North Shore who has an 

obstinate skin disease cured some time back but now 

threatening a return, might go out shortly say in a 

few days and be treated at his home. 



' -
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11. J. D. an ununited fracture of the leg who should 

be kept in Hospital until better say 2 months. 

12. W. S. Chronic disease of lungs and whose recovery 

is very doubtful and who may be months before better 

or worse. 

13. An aged man who may be months before well. 

I have as above given as definite a view of the 

cases as I am able to do and it will be seen that the Committee 

have admitted and are retaining many who have no very good 

title (except their great need) to have been admitted and 

retained, this by reason of the chronicity or incurability 

of their ailments and of their not being residents of the 

district for whom I presume the charity is principally 

intended and it is very difficult to refuse a person admission 

when sick and destitute supposing on the one hand from the 

paucity of subscribers the funds will not longer allow the 

reception into the Hospital of all whom the Committee out of 

charity would wish to admit and on the other hand that 

popular clamour in Newcastle in particular, not very 

discriminating, adds to the difficulty of refusing those who 

are not proper objects for admission into such an Institution. 

The Hospital has certainly had as much the character of a 

benevolent asylum thus neither the Committee nor the Medical 

Officer have had the satisfaction of sending out so many 

cured patients as they would have had of those more fitted 

for treatment in a benevolent asylum were either refused 

admission (which would be extremely difficult) or sent on to 

the benevolent asylum in Sydney as soon as relieved of their 

most urgent symptoms or as soon as fit to be removed, in 

this dilemma I would take the liberty of suggesting whether 

it would not be well to communicate with the secretaries of 
' 

the Maitland and Sydney Hospitals and obtain information as 

to their rules concerning admission, retention and transmission 

to other Institutions. 
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In August, 1867, the name of Dr. Schrader appears 

in the minutes for the first time, he gave the Committee a 

detailed report on the physical condition of all patients 

in the Hospital, he also ordered one patient hot port wine 

three times per day. The Committee also arranged amongst 

themselves for one mem ber to visit the Hospital each week, 

so that more control would be exercised over Gordon, the 

wardsman. 

In January, 1868, approximately ninety subscribers 

attended the Annual General Meeting and elected the following 

gentlemen office-bearers for the year. President: James 

Hannell - Vice President: W. w. Rowe - Treasurer: R. B. 

Wallace - Committee: Messrs. Bishop, Cross, Lockhead, Knight 

and Bolton. 

Much discussion centred about the question of 

dispensing medicines for the patients. Dr. R. Bowker when 

asked if he would do it, stated he was far too busy. Dr. 

Samuel T. Knaggs refused to dispense medicines prescribed 

by another medical man. Dr. Bowker suggested that the 

patients be divided amongst medical men attending the 

Hospital and that they dispense for their allotted patients. 

This is the first mention in the minutes that medical men 

other than Doctors Bowker and Schrader were attending the 

patients. Doctors R. Harris and Irwin were the other 

visiting medicos. The Committee decided that each doctor be 

asked to attend in rotation for three months of the year and 

dispense medi ci nes duri ng their t erm. The tenders for the 

supply of food for the year were opened with the result that 

all meat at 3d. per pound, vegetables - potatoes 1d. per pound, 

cabbage 5 inches 5/- per doz. bread 4 7/8d. per two pound 

loaf, flour 2td. per pound, milk 4d. per quart, were the 

prices to be paid for the year 1868. 

Dr. R. Harris moved that fever patients be admitted 

to the Hospital,until t his motion was passed fever patients 
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had not been admitted. A special ward was opened, much 

benefit accruing to the patients. Dr. Brooks was the 

supporting medico, he was a subscriber but did not visit the 

Hospital at that date in a professional capacity. 

Dr. Bowker after many years service to the poor of 

the district resigned from the Hospital in August, 1868, his 

position as Senior Medical Officer was taken by Dr. R. Harris. 

Between August, 1868 and February, 1869, many 

meetings of the Committee were called but lapsed for want 

of a quorum. The Hospital was in the doldrums. No interest 

was taken and tradesmen were asking to be paid. The President, 

James Hannell, called a public meeting at the Town Clerk's 

Office at which a few influential citizens attended. It was 

resolved to do all in their power to induce the public to 

become subscribers and to help put the Hospital back into a 

useful sphere. 

Messrs. Winship and Langley ably supported by the 

Reverend Selwyn, commenced a drive for subscribers. The 

town was divided into sections, and the following gentlemen 

were appointed collectors. Messrs. J. Hannell ands. Chapman, 

the western section: Revs. Selwyn and Bain and J. Langley, 

the eastern portion: Messrs. Rogers and Winship, the 

Macquarie Ward: Messrs. Shaw and Ash to work the Honeysuckle 

section whilst Messrs Finch and Wood the shipping. 

The above mentioned gentlemen to form themselves 

into a provisional Committee, to hold office only until a 

public meeting could be called to make their appointments or 

others in a regular manner. 

Advertisements were inserted in the papers asking 

for all outstanding accounts to be resubmitted to the Committee. 

The Government subsidy of £200 per annum which had been lodged 

in the bank on the day of the meeting was considered sufficient 



RICHARD RYTHER STEER BOWKER 

Richard Ryther Steer Bowker was born in August, 

1815 , in Lincolnshire, England. 

At the age of sixteen years he was apprenticed to 

become a Medical Practitioner to the Nottingham Dispensary. 

After serving his time he became a student of medicine in 

Scotland , then in London and finally in France. He obtained 

the degreffi of M.R.C.P.(London) M.R.c.s.(England) and 

M.D. (Scotland). 

He commenced the practise of his profession at 

Bingham in Nottinghamshire at the age of twenty-two years 

and very quickly gained an extensive practice. His health 

became so impaired as the result of his work that he obtained 

a position on an emigrant ship as Medical Superintendent. 

He completed two voyages and then settled at Newcastle, on 

the i nvita tion of the Loyal Union Lodge in 1842. 

The first Minute book of the Loyal Union Lodge of 

Oddfellows (IOOFMU) under date May 30th, 1842, a resolution 

was carried asking Dr. McPhee of Sydney "To recommend a 

surgeon to settle in this District with the view of serving 

the members of the Lodge. The Minutes of November 7th, 1842, 

record that Dr. R.R. s. Bowker was appointed Medical Officer 

for six months at £1 per member per annum. 11 

On January 25th, 1843, a resolution was passed 

thanking Dr . McPhee of Sydney for his kindness in sending so 

efficient a professional gentlemen as Dr. R.R. S. Bowker. 

At the Lodge meeting of November 3rd, 1843, Dr. 

Bowker was reappointed Surgeon for the next six months and 

was to receive £1/2/- annually for attending each member, 

wife and family. "Midwifery to be an extra charge and 

bottles, castor oil and leeches to be paid for extra by each 

member . " 



In December, 1844, Dr. Bowker resigned from the 

position of Lodge Medical Practitioner, his place was taken 

by Dr. John Stewart. 

On June 28th, 1848, a piece of plate valued at £100 

was presented to Dr. Bowker by the citizens of Newcastle. 

October, 1849, saw him figuring largely at a 

farewell dinner to Major James Crummer who was leaving for 

Maitland after fourteen years service at Newcastle. 

Two items of interest appear in January and March, 

1851, a new hotel was opened in Watt Street next door to Dr. 

Bowker's residence, licensee Morris Magnay as the California 

Hotel but the name was changed to the Albion Hotel at a later 

date. 

The other item is that 11Dr. Bowker advertises that 

owing to his very large practice he will be unable to see 

any new patients for some time. 11 

This same year Dr. Bowker went abroad to further 

his studies, travelling to the East Indies to obtain medical 

knowledge in that particular area. 

In 1853 he returned to Newcastle, took up his 

extensive practice once again. 

In 1856 he was elected Member of the Legislative 

Assembly for Newcastle but on the dissolution of the house 

in 1859, did not offer himself for re-election. He married 

Lydia, youngest daughter of James Phillips of "Bona Vista", 

Paterson, in the year 1858. Mrs. Bowker died in 1878 leaving 

eight children. 

In 1873 he removed from Newcastle to reside at 

"Avoca", Darling Point. The people of Newcastle re-elected 

him to the Legislative Assembly in 1877. He died at his 

residence Darling Point. 
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to pay outstanding debts. This proved to be correct, for 

after debts were paid a credit of £62 remained. The President 

then tendered his resignation and with the permission of the 

old Committee, their resignations also. The meeting having 

adopted the ballot as a mode of voting scrutineers were 

appointed and the following gentlemen were elected for the 

year 1869. President: J. Hannell, Vice-President: J. Langley, 

Treasurer: F. McDermott, Committee: Revs. Selwyn, Bain, 

Millard, Messrs. Capper, Shaw, Adam,Chapman, Rowe, Cohen. 

Thos. Dulling was appointed Secretary at a salary of £21 per 

annum. The following medical officers were elected: Dr. R. 

Bowker, Dr. Codrington, Dr. Irwin, and Dr. R. Harris. 

Dr. R. Bowker thanked his proposer, the Rev. Selwyn, and the 

seconder, Mr. s. Chapman, but declined to act on the medical 

staff with D~. R. Harris. The Committee then agreed, that 

one committeeman would visit the Hospital daily and a roster 

was drawn up showing the dates on which each was to visit. 

Much more interest was taken in the Hospital by 

the Committeemen and by the public too, some concerts were 

held to augment the funds, generally there was a profit from 

each entertainment of approximately £10/-/-. But, on one 

occasion the expenses were so high and as the Committee had 

sponsored the concert they found themselves in honour bound 

to pay the deficit of 16/-. Dr. Codrington tendered his 

resignation in June, 1869, due to the partnership of Bowker 

and Codrington being severed. The Committee sent the 

following letter to Dr. Codrington. "They beg to express 

their great regret at losing his valuable services and tender 

him their utmost thanks for his unwearied attention to the 

patients during his term of office." Quite a red letter 

day for the patients on June 10th, 1869, a bath was fitted 

up. 

The vacancies on the Honorary Medical Staff due to 

Dr. Bowker's refusal to act and Dr. Codrington's resignation 

t ere filled by the appointment of Drs. Degner and Wells . 
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About this time too, the rules and regulations of the 

Hospital were modernised, the Committee appointed for this 

task had many discussions before they were satisfied to 

submit them to a public meeting of subscribers. Eventually 

after much argument with the subscribers they were accepted. 

One contentious clause was "Patients on admission may select 

the doctor under whose care he or she wishes to be, but 

having once made the selection cannot afterwards change his 

or her medical attendant." The reason the above clause was 

inserted was to put a stop to patients switching from one 

medico after treatment in the Hospital to another, if they 

thought they were not progressing quickly enough. The medicos 

did not know where they were as one day patients would be 

attended and when next visited by the medico to be informed 

that they had changed to another doctor. 

The Liverpool London and Globe Insurance Coy. were 

selected by the Committee as a reliable firm, with whom to 

insure the Hospital against fire, the amount being £1,000 

the premium to be 5/6 per cent. 

The daughter of the wardsman and matron, Mary Gordon, 

wrote to the Committee asking that her wages be increased 

from 5/- to 7/- per week. The increase was granted, she 

having worked for 2 years at 5/- per week. 

Tenders were called in October, 1869 for the purchase 

of gas fittings. The Gas Company offering to refund to the 

Hospital, as a donation, the cost of the pipes from Pacific 

Street to the Hospital. The Government subsidised in equal 

amounts any moneys in the form of donations to the Hospital. 

That bone of contention, the dispensing of medicines 

in the Hospital was settled temporarily in October, 1869. , 

Applications were called for that position to which was 

added that of Superintendent and House Medical Officer. The 

successful applicant, Mr. George H. Green, was appointed at 
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a salary of £100 per annum which emolument included board 

and lodging. The Committee gave up the Board Room for his 

accommodation but reserved the right to use it after due 

notice had been given. 

With the appointment of this Superintendent, matters 

relative to the wardsman came to a head. On a number of 

occasions, reference had been made in the minutes to his 

conduct. Green, however, supplied such details that the 

Committee was forced to ask him to resign and naturally his 

wife and daughter left the Hospital with him. The Committee 

engaged a male out door worker to attend to the grounds, the 

worker to also act as wardsman, wages 15/- per week, as 

indoor workers one male at 15/- per week and one female at 

12/- per week, the female worker to act as cook, laundress 

and nurse, the employment to be on a weekly basis and to 

commence in January, 1870. 

Mr. Green, the dispenser, Superintendent and 

Medical Officer had too many bosses and found it impossible 

to carry out his duties so in February only four months after 

his appointment he tendered his resignation. The Doctors 

were back to the dispensing department and Mr. Adam, one of 

the Committeemen acted as Honorary Superintendent. Several 

persons applied for the position of Dispenser plus Superin~ 

tendent plus Medical Officer but the Committee decided that 

with Mr. Adam as Superintendent in an honorary capacity, the 

Hospital was progressing satisfactorily. When the new 

Hospital was occupied in 1866 it was not finished properly, 

there was no staircase access to the upper storey. Many 

references appear in the minutes about this lack of a stair

case, one supposes that the upper storey was not used by 

patients that it had been used by the Gordon family. At last, 

however, the Committee had prevailed upon the building 

Committee after threats of exposure to the Governmental 

Department concerned, to pay out sufficient moneys to have 
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it completed. June, 1870 was the date of the staircase 

completion. In June there also happened one of those 

human dramas which are continually happening in Hospitals. 

Constable Lanagan brought to the Hospital a woman and child 

both were admitted though the Committee at its next meeting 

objected, that the admission was not through official 

channels but in this case by an order from H. Scott the 

Police Magistrate. 

The mother died and the Superintendent, Mr. Adam, 

allowed the child to be cared for by a respectable married 

woman who became so fond of her and she was eventually 

adopted. The Committee with the exception of Mr. Adam 

feared they might be legally responsible in some way for 

' 

not sending the child "to the State" and caused the Secretary 

to write to the Magis trate, Mr. H. Scott, and to the 

Colonial Secretary asking for advice. But all turned out 

well Mr. Adam evidently knew his mark when allowing the 

child to be taken by the "respectable married woman". His 

report for the quarter ending June, 1870 is very concise 

and throws light on to the Hospital proceedings. 

"I beg to report for your information that the 

medical attendant for the quarter, Dr. Degner, has faithfully 

discharged the duties of his ioffice and that his treatment 
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of the patients has been in the highest degree satisfactory. 

The domestic servants of the Institution have conducted 

themselves to my entire satisfaction, no complaints have 

been made by patients nor have any been made as to differences 

between themselves. No applications for admission of 

patients belonging to the district have been refused and in 

the case of non-residents several have been admitted as 

pauper patients from the extreme destitute circumstances 

of the applicants and the medical attendants report as to 

the urgent necessity for medical relief showing that they 

were proper objects for public sympathy. The number of 

patients attended to is as follows: 

April 1st 

Admitted during quarter 

Total 

In Hospital 

Deaths - 3 males, 1 female. Total Deaths 

Discharged 

5 

25 

30 

4 

19 

Remaining 7 - Four of whom have received notice of discharge 

and will leave on Monday next. 

Subscriptions received by self £24/12/2 

Subscriptions received by Secretary £20/ 3/4 

Fees collected by self £48/11/-

Fees due at date £39/18/6 

A grand total of £133/ 5/-

November, 1870 was a red letter month in the 

history of the Hospital for in that month a trained nurse 

was appointed. This policy of only appointing trained 

nurses or nurses in training is still Hospital policy. 

II 

Miss Morrow, the appointee, helped to stabilise the establish

ment and though she bad to · work under a matron (Mrs. Teasdale) 

who was not trained, managed with her tactful manner to 

become a very valuable servant of the Hospital. Her salary 

was to be £40 per annum. 
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In January, 1871, Dr. Swayne became an Honorary 

and acted with Drs. Harris, Wells and Degner. Mr . Andrew 

Hogg became Secretary at a salary of £31/10/- per annum 

with board and lodging and 5 per cent of all subscriptions 

collected. Mr. Thos . Adam who had had so much experience 

as Superintendent of the Hospital, could see that without 

a definite medical head the Hospital could not prosper so 

he gave notice of motion which was eventually carried and 

gave to the Hospital its first medical part time staff 

officer. His motion was "That one of the medical staff be 

elected acting house surgeon for the current year at a 

salary of £25 per quarter, the duties of which shall be 

(if required) to take charge of and daily attend on all 

patients, compound and dispense medicines, provide splints, 

except such patients as are admitted on the special 

recommendation and certificate of any other medical officer 

as provided for by resolution of Committee passed January 

5th, 1871. Dr. R. Harris was unanimously elected. 

In March, 1871, Miss Morrow was appointed matron 

in lieu of Mrs. Teasdale who had tendered her resignation. 

The report for the quarter ending March, 1871, 

states that water closets have been installed in the grounds . 

That tenders have been called for the erection of iron tanks 

"so as to secure a supply of water suitable for the patients 

instead of that now used from the well which is of a 

brackish nature". One would have thought that fresh water 

was of prime importance for patients and would have been 

supplied years before. There is also a recommendation to 

the Superintendent from the Committee that the bath and 

bath house be speedily converted to their proper use, one 

wonders if that essential part of a Hospital might have 

been used for the storage of coals or some other like purpose. 

The borough council having decided to alter the design of 

the market buildings had at its disposal two pairs of massive 
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iron gates. The council had decided to hand these gates 

to the Hospital authorities if they could not be used. 

As the Committee had been working out ways and means for 

obtaining £80 towards the cost of gates and pillars, the 

gates were gratefully accepted. The Conductor of the 

Choral Society was approached to give a concert to obtain 

the necessary funds to build the pillars so that the gates 

could be swung into position. The Committee of the School 

of Arts wrote offering the use of the hall for the Choral 

performance. The end result was £20 clear of all expenses 

to Hospital funds. Michael Hickey had met with an accident 

on board the Barque "Camille" with the result that his right 

arm was amputated. Even in those days the Hospital Committee 

used all the influence they could muster to obtain work for 

this handicapped sailor. They wrote to Mr. Lloyd asking his 

help. In reply he stated tha t he had only just caused to 

be filled the position of gate keeper at the Lunatic Asylum. 

If only he had known earlier it would have been a most 

suitable job. Eventually the position of watchman was 

obtained for Hickey by the owner D. Macquarie, Esq. of the 

Patent Slip Stockton. 

Mr. W. Beveridge of Macquarie Road, wrote to the 

Committee and proposed a novel scheme for increasing the 

funds by £50. 

Mr. Beveridge owned a house in Minmi which was 

burned down. He had a disagreement with the Liverpool 

London and Globe Insurance Coy. with which firm the house 

had been insured forthe sum of £85. Mr. Beveridge won his 

case at law but costs came to £35. If the Hospital 

accepted the sum of £85 by agreement between the Principal 

and the Insurance Coy. would they pay the costs of the 

court case. The Committee stated they certainly would. 

Harmony reigned again. 
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In January, 1872, the quarterly report was 

submitted. 

Patients remaining in Hospital from last quarter 8 

Admitted during the quarter 27 

Total 35 

Discharged cured 19, Relieved 1, Died 2, remaining in 

Hospital '. 13. 

The officers elected for 1872 were: 

James Hannell, Esq., President; J. D. Langley, Vice President; 

Capt.•s Cross and Allan, Waddel, Clack, Cheater, Weatherill, 

Chapman, Wallace, Webster, Finch, Winship, Beeston, Adam, 

Swayne and Bowker. Mr. Andrew Hogg to be Secretary. 

The first item of business following the election of office 

bearers was that "the sum of £10 be donated to Miss Morrow 

(the matron) as an expression of thanks for her excellent 

services during the past year". A very nice gesture to the 

first trained nurse to take charge of the Hospital. 

Dr. R. Harris was again appointed House Surgeon for the 

next quarter at the rate of £80 per annum. In April the 

Superintendent reported "one of the female patients now in 

Hospital had a little girl which he thought might be of 

assistance to the nurse in attending upon her mother". The 

Committee agreed to the Superintendent's request and to 

make matters regular, admitted the girl as a patient. 

Suitable female labour was hard to obtain and the Superin

tendent asked confirmation of his action in appointing, at 

5/- per week, one of the convalescent patients, to help 

with nursing duties. The shortage of labour was the 

subject of a special Committee meeting and Dr. Harris was 

authorised to confer with the matron relative to engaging 

another nurse. 

Business was brisk during July there being 41 

patients admitted - 29 cured and 3 died. The reason was 

an influx of ships from San Francisco to pick up coal. 
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There was naturally an increase in fees collected and t he 

Hospital had a windfall from the Ladies Committee of the 

D. Macquarie, Esq., Complimentary Ball, the surplus being 

handed to the Treasurer. The extra work caused the matron's 

salary to be raised to £50 per annum. One grateful patient 

left a legacy of £20 which was much appreciated. 

In October, 1872, Mr. Andrew Hogg resigned from 

the position of Secretary. It was the unanimous opinion 

of the Committee that a record of its appreciation of his 

services be officially recognised by minute. 

In 1873 the house surgeon's salary was increased 

to £100 per annum, Dr. R. Harris being again appointed. 

He immediately asked that a sum of money be allotted to 

create an operating room upstairs. This would necessitate 

alterations to two rooms. The Hospital now had 30 beds 

available to the public and an operating room was essential. 

The Hospital's reply to the Secretary of the Public 

Charities commission is illuminating. It states that t he 

Hospital is managed by a general Committee of 16 members 

elected every year, the general Committee elects an acting 

Committee from t heir numbers and that acting Committee 

elects one of its members as superintendent of the . Hospital 

for each quarter. 

The house surgeon was paid £ 100 per annum, the 

Secretary £31/10/- per annum plus 5 per cent of all 

subscriptions he collects. That the matron, a trained 

nurse, receives £50 per annum and one female nurse 10/

per week and the cook 12/- per week. The subscriptions, 

donations and fees received amount to £556 and the 

Government subsidy only £ 100. The nearest Hospital was 

Maitland a distance of 22 miles. 

In 1874 the medical officer was again Dr. R. Harris 

with the honorary staff being Dr. Bowker, Dr. s. T. Knaggs 

and Dr. R. Read. 
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Mr. C.H. Hannell was elected one of the Committee 

thus following in the footsteps of his father, James Hannell, 

who had been President of the Hospital for many years. 

The Committee knowing the increase in the number 

of patients and the good team work by Dr. Harris increased 

his salary to £150 and Miss Morrow's salary to £75. A gas 

lamp was erected over the gates at a cost of £6/10/-. In 

May, 1874, a gas stove was installed in the Hospital, 

progress indeed when a sewing machine was also purchased. 

Dr. McGrath wrote asking for an appointment as 

honorary medical officer to the hospital, but as Dr. Bowker 

had not yet tendered his resignation though out of the city 

his application could not be entertained. A small-pox 

scare caused the Hospital authorities some concern as an 

Infectious Disease Hospital was not available, fortunately 

their fears were in this case over emphasised. A description 

of this particular case follows. 

W. A. McG., aged 40, was an employee on board the 

Govt. steam-tug Ajax, of Newcastle. 

On 29th June, 1874 he first developed the symptoms -

rigors, pain in the back, nausea - and from that date passed 

through a genuine attack of small-pox; and died on 11th 

July. The patient is stated to have been vaccinated but 

close and careful examination revealed only a single mark, 

about the genuineness of which there was considerable doubt. 

The patient himself believed that he had been vaccinated, 

but could not remember the operation being performed. Dr. 

s. T. Knaggs, who was, if a judgment can be formed after 

nearly 40 years from his writings, a particularly acute 

observer, states that:-

I closely questioned the patient in order to ascertain 

if possible by what means he could have obtained contagion, 

but could obtain no satisfactory information except that he 
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had been in the habit of frequenting the shipping of the 

port of Newcastle. - (New South Wales Medical Gazette 
' 

1873 - 4, p. 340.) 

The source of the infection in this case must 

remain obscure. It is stated by Dr. Ward , who was sent 

up from Sydney by the Govt. to examine the case that:-

Dr. McGrath, the acting Health Officer stated 

trot he was not aware of any cases of small-pox having taken 

place in any of the vessels in the port during the whole 

month of June. - (Loe. cit. Po 372.) 

and further on -

As far as is known there is no small-pox at 

present in any part of the Australian continent, and McGowan 

had not been out of the Colony for the last twelve months 

at least. Small-pox is not and has not been known to be 

amongst the population in the town of Newcastle. - (Loe. 

Cit. P• 375.). 

The man, McG. was, as stated, employed on the 

Govt. steam-tug, and his duties were such as not to involve 

the necessity for boarding ships. 

That this case was genuine small-pox there can be 

little coubt. The description given on PP. 340-2 of the 

New South Wales Medical Gazette, 1873-4 is convincing, 

while the patient himself, who had seen a great deal of 

small-pox in the West Indies, declared his own infection 

to be that disease. The possibility of the introduction 

of the disease by fomites cannot be overlooked, but there 

is absolutely no single recorded fact to support that 

hypothesis. 

In this instance, also, the oft-repeated tale has 

to be told once again - Drs. Bedford and Ward, sent up from 

Sydney by the Government, declared they "were of the opinion 

that it was not a case of true variola, but a very aggravated 

case of varicella." - (Loe. cit.) 
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An interesting fact in connection with this case 

is worth recording. A child of the patient McG., aged 

about 3 years, slept on the same bed with the patient from 

the onset of his disease until the third day of the rash. 

It was vaccinated on that day only, and thereafter slept 

elsewhere. Neither this child nor any other member of the 

household _contracted the disease. Nor did the disease 

appear except in this one patient. 

At the election of officers in 1875 the medical 

staff changed. 

Dr. R. Harris not being selected as an Honorary 

Medical Officer for the year 1875 no longer comes under the 

scope of this paper dealing with Newcastle Hospital. He 

was a severe though strictly courteous gentleman of the 

English type who always gave service years in advance of 

that time. He offended the Secretary of a Miners Lodge 

which was powerful enough to prevent his reelection as an 

Hospital Medical Officer. 

Years later that practical joker John Sullivan 

selected him as a target. Sullivan and a companion who 

had been Mayor of the City saw a farmer in Newcastle, 

leading a very fine black horse. Sullivan rushed over to 

him and demanded what he was doing with his (Sullivan's) 

horse. The farmer denied that the horse belonged to Sullivan 

and Sullivan appealed to M------- as to the ownership. Of 

course M------- stated it was Sullivan's horse. On the 

farmer still stating the horse was his, Sullivan appeared 

to be not quite so sure and asked M------- to run around to 

Arkin 1 s stables and see if his horse was still there. By 

this time a crowd had collected some knowing Sullivan and 

expecting some fun agreed with him that the farmer was a 

thief. M------- returned soon stating that the Sullivan's 

horse was in the stable and that the horse was a duplicate 

in every detail. Sullivan then apologised and mollified 
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the farmer by wanting to buy the horse for £30 saying he 

knew a man who wanted a matched pair. The farmer, of course, 

was staggered at the price and agreed to sell. 

Sullivan then asked for a certificate of fitness 

but t he farmer stating he had no intention of selling when 

he came to town did not have one and wanting to clinch such 

a profitable deal asked where he could obtain one . 

Sullivan told him where to go and directed him to 

Dr . Harris's surgery. On presenting himself to the Dr. 

Harris who enquired what he wanted and when told he wanted 

a certificate of fitness for a horse was very surprised to 

be kicked down the three steps into the street. When the 

farmer l ooked for Sullivan, he had decamped . 

Dr . s. Knaggs was appointed paid medical officer, 

with honoraries Drs . Reid , R. Alcorn and Hill. The 

insurance on the Hospital was increased from £1000 to 

£3000 and the furniture was insured for £500 . The funds 

of the Hospital were in such a good position that for the 

first time since its inception there was a surplus so that 

£200 was placed at fixed deposit with the Savings Bank. 

It was resolved that tenders be called for the sinking of 

a tank in the Hospital grounds to hold not less than 

15,000 gallons of water, t he well ha ving fallen in and had 

been filled some time since and during the summer months, 

there was a great lack of water for drinking and bathing. 

In April , 1875, there was an increase in typhoid fever 

cases, six of the nineteen cases in Hospital being that 

d~ase , and utensils were running short, the matron was 

authorised to spend £12 on linen and other articles for 

their use. 

As there were 30 patients in the Hospital Dr . s. 

T. Knaggs reported that matron Morrow could not possibly 

cope with the work, that an assistant nurse must be appointed 
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and that she must be a trained nurse. All efforts were made 

to secure the services of a nurse without avail. Maitland 

Hospital was asked to allow its nurse to help out, but the 

Secretary replied that there was at present much typhoid in 

the district and she could not be spared. In June the 

assistant nurse arrived and was paid at the rate of £35 

per annum . Sarah Kirby the cook asked for a rise in her 

wages due to the extra work over the past months, the 

Committee advanced her wages to 15/- per week. Miss Laura 

Holden , the assistant nurse, proved to be satisfactory 

after trial so she was appointed to the staff . 

The sinking of the 15,000 gallon tank in front 

of the Hospital was proceeding very slowly, the contractors 

were paid 3/6d . per yard. A letter was sent to the 

Municipal Council complaining of the nuisance caused by 

the depositing of night soil in close proximity to the 

Hospital asking them to abate the nuisance . This nuisance 

was not to finish until 1892 but by that time Pacific and 

Shortland Parks had been formed. 11As (33) an example of 

the vague ideas the city councillors of Newcastle had about 

cleanliness and sanitary matters, Pacific Park which is on 

the North side of the Hospital was a depot for rubbish and 

when Pacific Park was full the present Shortland Park was 

formed by the deposit of town refuse and night soil. In 

the summertime the stench was unbearable and flies came in 

myriads . The Mayor and the Council saw nothing wrong in 

surrounding the Hospital with such filth as the council 

carts brought to the beach depot. Shortland Park was built 

up on foul smelling deposits. On my appointment to the · 

Hospital I moved the Committee to beg the city Council to 

cease depositing filth in close proximity to the Hospital 

( ) and I persuaded the Committee to invite 

the Mayor and Aldermen to come and see or rather to smell 

for themselves. It was a hot day in February when the 

Mayor, Mr. Gibb, and Alderman Thorn and some of the Aldermen 
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made their visit. A north east wind was blowing right 

across the Shortland Park night soil depot, carrying into 

the Hospital kitchen and the women's quarters of the 

Hospital the vilest filthy odours. It was something awful 

but the only effect it had on the Mayor and Aldermen was 

that they agreed that "It's healthy, it's beautiful ozone." 

They refused to stop the disposal of filth and I advised 

the Hospital Committee to apply to the Supreme Court for a 

mandamus and I offered to get evidence in support. 

Accordingly Sergeant McVane afterwards Superintendent McVane 

and I waited for the Council's carts to come down on the 

beach with their filthy loads, verified the fact and made 

affidavits thereon. When the Mayor and Aldermen found they 

were likely to be dragged before the Supreme Court they 

begged the Hospital Committee to stop the action and they 

would stop their scandalous tipping of filth at the doors 

of the Hospital." 

The medical register for the year 1875 gives a 

statistical analysis of patients treated in the Hospital, 

the report is by Dr. s. Knaggs and is quoted in full. 

"The following exhibits the amount of relief 

afforded by the Newcastle Hospital during the past year 

1875. The total number of patients resident in the Hospital 

during the year amounted to 226. This number is 67 or 

nearly be one half the total number in the previous year 

1874. That it is considerably higher than the total annual 

population in any of the previous four years shall be shown 

by the following table. 

Year 

Annual 
Population 

1871 

100 

1872 

147 

1873 1874 1875 

187 159 226 

During the past year the resources of the Hospital 

have been severely taxed
0 

The number of beds available in 

the Hospital are about thirty, and at one time during a 
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severe epidemic that number was exceeded and spare beds 

had to be made upon the floors. The average daily popula

tion during the past year has amounted to 20.63 per cent 

of which 13.24 per cent were medical and 7.3 per cent were 

surgical cases. The grave character of the cases treated 

during the period under consideration is indicated by the 

rate of mortality which reached an average of 9.73 per 

cent of all cases under treatment. The medical cases 

being 10.45 per cent and the surgical cases 8.21 per cent. 

This mortality severe though it be, bears favourable 

comparison with that of Guy's Hospital, London, where 

during the year 1874 the percentage of mortality reached 

11.40. The mean stay ofthe patients in the Hospital during 

the year has amounted to 33.32 days nearly five days less 

than the average in one afthe largest London Hospitals. 

The mean stay of the medical patients has fallen considerably 

short of the mean stay of the surgical patients the ratio 

being medical 31.58 and surgical 36.95 days. This compares 

favourably with the mean duration of residence of medical 

and surgical patients in Guy's Hospital, London, where in 

1874 the mean residence of medical and surgical patients 

were respectively 37.04 days and 39.93 days averaging for 

all cases 38.68 days. The experience of Guy's Hospital 

has dem·onstrated that about one fifth part of the annual 

deaths in that Hospital, arises from accidents. The 

Newcastle Hospital bears similar testimony. Out of the 

twenty six deaths occurring during the past year, five had 

their origin in accidental causes in addition to which, one 

man terminated his existence by his own hand, three were 

brought into the Hospital by the police in a moribund 

condition. One a pauper case, in a dying condition of 

helplessness was thrown upon the Hospital by his son. 

During the past year admission was refused to no case that 

ld accordance with the rules of cou possibly be admitted in 

the Hospital. Two cases were declined admission. One a 

lunatic brought to the Hospital by the police. The other 
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To the Committee of the Hospital - Newcastle 

Receive into the Newcastle Hospital the bearer, 

Frederick Cooper, suffering under derangement of mind 

and at present confined in the Lockup - sent by order 

of Dr. Richard Harris for medical treatment for seven 

days who expects the priso~er will recover before that 

time. 

Police Office Newcastle - 13th June, 1876. 

Helenus Scott. P.M. 
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a lying-in woman concerning whose case the subject was 

freely ventilated in the press at the time. It occurred 

during an epidemic of fever so many cases of which were 

in Hospital at the time and the Institution other ri s e 

so much crowde d tha t in t he opini on of t he medical s taff 

to admit the applicant would have imperilled her life." 

The year 1876 marked the advent of Dr. John 

Harris into the medical life of this city, for in that year 

he became the paid medical officer of the Hospital winning 

the ballot from Dr. s. Knaggs. 

The Honorary Medical Officers were Dr. R. Read, 

Dr. R. G. Alcorn, Dr. s. Knaggs. The matron was Miss Morrow 

and assistant nurse Miss Haynes. F. Nield was appointed 

Secretary in place of Mr. O'Connell who had resigned. The 

matron was handed a cheque £25 as a token of appreciation 

for her hard work during the year. 

"The subject of extending the building as originally 

intended was then referred to, when Dr. Brookes and Mr. H. 

J. Brown, the Hospital Solicitor, advised the Committee 

before taking action to invite opinions from the members 

of the medical staff." 

In April an operating room was built. The building 

cost £70, the gas fittings £5/10/- and furniture £3. 

It had for long been thought that contagious 

diseases should be cared for in a separate building away 

from the main block. The Committee hoped to report before 

long that a contagious disease Hospital would be built at 

the Bluff . The funds of the Hospital were increased by 

£41, a donation received from Captain Allan being the 

unexpended balance of the "Eleanor Lancaster" distress 

fund which had been collected to help the survivors from 

this wrecked ship. 
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In October the funds of the Hospital were further 

increased by £106 being proceeds of amateur entertainment 

under the leadership of c. H. Hannell, the cost of the 

theatre £10 being generously refunded by the leassor, John 

Bennett. This sum placed the Hospital in a position to 

claim the £500 subsidy from the Government and the Hospital 

was able to obtain its second fixed deposit this time 

depositing £200 at fixed interest with the Australian Joint 

Stock Bank. 

This year was the unhealthiest year ever to be 

experienced in Newcastle. A graph of deaths held by the 

Public Health Department shows that, there was an acutely 

ascending graph with its peak at 1876. In this year 101 

persons died from diarrhoea, 54 from typhoid fever and 47 

from scarlet fever. 

A terrible indictment on the civic fathers. 

In January 1877 the Committee of the Hospital 

recorded the death of James Hannell, M.L.A., who had been 

President of the Hospital for many years "hereby expresses 

its sense of the loss the Institution has sustained by his 

death and resolves that a letter of condolence be sent to 

the bereaved widow and family". So passed a great figure 

in the business and social life of the town of Newcastle. 

A letter received from the Marine Board, complaining 

that the gas light over the entrance gates to the Hospital 

was confusing to mariners entering the harbour. That 

letter gives an idea of the free space between the Hospital 

and the harbour. This lamp was removed by the Hospital 

Committee as the Marine Board was adamant and reerected on 

the verandah. 

In September, Dr. s. Knaggs wrote to the Committee 

asking that a Mrs. A---- be admitted to the Hospital. She 

was really not a suitable case for admission but asked 

their sympathy. Their reply was "That the Committee 
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consider Mrs. A---- case being internal c d. ancer, or inarily 

inadmissible, but as it has been shown that no suitable 

accommodation can be obtained for her and she is likely to 

be turned out of her present abode resolve that a room be 

set aside for her use free of charge on condition that her 

friends provide and pay for a suitable nurse during the time 

she may stay in the Hospital - the nature of her case being 

such that it would be unsafe for any of the Hospital 

attendants to wait upon her and nurse other patients". 

(10 year old daughter cared for her.) 

The office bearers for 1878 were, President: 

R. B. Wallace ; Vice President: Captain Allan; 

Secretary: F. R. Neild. Drs. J. Harris, R. Harris, J. 

Hill , s. Knaggs and Nash were nominated, the following 

were elected - Drs. s. Knaggs, Hill, John Harris and Nash. 

The paid medical officer being Dr. s. Knaggs . 

The agenda for the Committee meeting, February 

12th, 1878, was as follows. 

1 • Contagious Diseases Hospital to stand over 

2. Hospital's Act Amendment II 

3. Planting Front Grounds II 

4. Night Soil Nuisance II 

5. Address Government on sand drift. Secretary to 

write to Government and to Dr. Bowker. 

6. Bath room and water closets to stand over 

A special bath for female attendants attended to. 

Decisive measures to abate night soil nuisance. 

Mr. Cane, Officer-in-Charge, Imbecile Asylum, promised to 

plant shrubs and supervise beautification of grounds and to 

advise on sand drift menace. The Government promised to 

erect a galvanised iron fence to try to hold back the 

encroaching sand. Nurse Haynes resigned after two years 

service . The matron Miss Morrow, regretted her resignation 

and a certificate of service and character given to Nurse 

Haynes, signed by the Honorary Superintendent and Secretary. 
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Applications for the position of Assistant Nurse were adver

tised locally and in the Sydney Papers. The successful 

applicant was Nurse Masters whose salary was £30 per annum. 

Messrs. Bohle, Willis and Dr. s. Knaggs approached 

the Committee for permission to give a concert in aid of 

the Hospital. They had arranged for the Victoria Theatre 

and the prices of admission for that occasion had been 

advanced to Dress Circle 3/- Stalls 2/- Pitt 1/-. They 

asked the Secretary to write to Mr. Henry Bell and ask him 

to sing one or two comic songs and also to endeavour to 

obtain the free services of a Band and to apply to the Gas 

Company for free lights on the occasion. Members of the 

Committee were asked to be in attendance so as to sell 

tickets and act as ushers, so that the gross receipts would 

represent the nett profits. 

The wardsman's wages were increased to £1 per 

week, being the highest yet paid at Newcastle for service 

in that capacity. 

The year 1879 commenced with a full Hospital, 28 

of the 30 beds being filled. R. w. Wallace, Esq., was 

elected President and Captain Allan, Vice President. The 

Honorary Medical Officers were Drs. s. Knaggs, John Harris, 

J. Hill and Nash with Dr. Knaggs the paid medical officer. 

Matron Morrow's salary was increased to £100 per annum and 

a complimentary letter sent to her for her splendid 

services during 1878. The Committee recommended that Dr. 

R. Bowker, M.P., be asked to support the Hospital's 

Amendments Act and to do his utmost to have a contagious 

diseases Hospital erected in the district. The sand drift 

menace was still present, the galvanised iron fence commenced 

some months back by the Government was still unfinished, 

that the approaching sand had already covered the "Dead 

House" and that when winds blew it was still necessary to 

close all windows and doors to keep out the sand and odours 

from the refuse and night soil dumped in Pacific Park. 
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Dr. R. Bowker replied to the Committee's letter stating he 

had the matters in hand, but, as yet, had no opportunity 

to press their case. 

Within two months a letter from the Colonial 

Secretary stating that the Government was not as yet prepared 

to erect a Contagious Diseases Hospital. The Committee 

decided to have the letter published in the local press and 

to again ask Dr. Bowker, M.P., to stress the point in 

Parliament. Wood Bros., donated a barrell of beer for the 

patients use. It must have been more convenient for the 

patients, then going down to the Caledonia Hotel, for on 

several occasions Matron Morrow refused readmission to 

patients who came back inebreated. In June 1878 she was 

forced to call on the Police to eject two patients who 

returned in an abusive condition. Mr . Sayer ts concert in 

aid of the Hospital netted £70/-/-. A letter of thanks 

accorded him. 

The Superintendent reported much weathering of 

hinges, iron work and sash cords and asked that they be 

examined and repaired where necessary. It was the opinion 

of the Committee that these expenses would be constant due 

to the exposed position of the Hospital. The account of 

£1 for leeches was ordered to be paid. The Committee 

decided that £1 per week was too much for the wardsman so 

recommended his dismissal and that a young man be appointed 

at 12/6d. per week. Mr . Trenchard 's concert netted £37/11/6 

for the Hospital. 

s. s. Moses of the Great Northern Hotel wrote to 

the Committee early in December asking if he would be 

permitted to supply Christmas dinner to all within the 

Hospital walls on that day. He would also like to donate 

beer and vrines if permitted by the Committee. The offer was 

accepted and a letter of thanks sent to Mr . Moses . To 

finish the year, a fire occurred in the store room, 12 
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military uniforms were destroyed and much linen. On the 

recommendation of the President the uniforms were struck 

off the list as the Hospital did not feel inclined to take 

any action as no fees had been paid for the many permanent 

soldiers treated, the balance of the goods be claimed under 

the Insurance Policy, from the Liverpool London & Globe 

Insurance Company. 

In 1880, the Secretary's salary was increased to 

£50 per annum but the permission to take 5 per cent commis

sion was withdrawn. 

The Honorary Medical Officers appointed were the 

same team as the year before. Next month, however, an 

emergency meeting was called to appoint a medical officer 

in place of Dr. s. Knaggs who was severing his connection 

with the Hospital after many years service. Dr. c. w. 
Morgan was appointed in his place and Dr. John Harris was 

appointed paid Medical Officer. Many discussions had taken 

place with the heads of the various churches in the district, 

with the object of having a Hospital Sunday. Suitable 

sermons to be preached and the collection handed over to 

the Hospital as a subscription. The Congregational Church 

agreed providing other churches came in also. As yet the 

Hospital Sunday had not arrived. 

Nurse Masters resigned. The Newcastle Philarmonic 

Society engaged the Victoria Theatre on July 1st and netted 

£37/9/3 for Hospital funds. 

Mr. Moses ofthe Great Northern Hotel again offered 

to supply Christmas dinner for patients and staff and enquiry 

as to the approximate number who would be partaking. His 

offer was accepted and that 24 persons only would be in 

residence. A letter was sent to Colonel Roberts reminding 

him of his promises to have fees of soldier patients paid 

and that only minor sicknesses be admitted. Any cases 

lasting more than a few days to be sent to Sydney. In 
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December six soldiers were occupying beds which should have 

been allotted to civilian needs. 

In 1881 more action was taken to establish a 

contagious diseases Hospital, R. B. Wallace and H. Trenchard 

were selected to accompany two aldermen of the Borough 

Council to Sydney to wait on the Colonial Secretary with 

the object of putting the case fully before him. 

Mr. Trenchard reported back to the Committee, that 

he and the Mayor had attended the Colonial Treasurer in 

Sydney and he was most hopeful that the estimates could be 

revised and that the Hospital would be built. 

Matron Morrow resigned in October, 1881. She was 

the first fully trained nurse to be employed by the Hospital 

and gave many years of useful service, under difficult 

conditions. Advertisements were inserted in local and 

Sydney papers calling attention to the position the salary 

to be £75 per annum. Within a week there were seventeen 

applications and eventually Miss L. Holden who had been a 

junior nurse some years ago was elected to the position. 

An application was received from the medical officers for 

the purchase of surgical instruments and a Galvanic battery. 

It was considered by the Committee to be injudicious to buy 

the instruments, but, Dr. Harris was asked to purchase the 

battery. 

The wages paid at this period were per week : 

Matron L. Holden 30/-, Nurse M. Bulmore 17/6d., Wardsman 

J. White 20/-, the houseman and laundress 15/- each. 

It was recommended "to get a shell coffin for 

the removal of deceased patients from the ward to the Dead 

House and the necessary appliance for the proper conveyance 

of accident cases that may be brought to the Institution". 

The beds of those days were not equipped with an 

iron superstructure on which mosquito nets could be spread 

or on which the patient could haul to help himself move, so 
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the Committee decided "to have an iron rod or some other 

suitable appliance stretched across the ceiling in the 

accident ward over the beds, with ropes suspended there 

from so that the patients may be enabled thereby materially 

to aid their removal in bed". 

In January, 1882, came word from the Colonial 

Treasurer that £3000 had been allocated for a contagious 

diseases Hospital. 

A general meeting elected R. B. Wallace, President; 

c. H. Hannell, Vice President; Hy. Trenchard, Creer and 

R. Hall, a building Committee "with full power to deal with 

the building if they see fit". At last after ten years 

agitation the money was ready to be expended. 

The Vice President, C.H. Hannell, was paid a 

great compliment by theCommittee for his efforts in raising 

£193/2/- by two concerts. A worthy effort. Father and son 

between them raised much money. Matron Holden's salary 

was raised to £125 and Nurse Lowe to £52 per annum. The 

average number of patients in the Hospital was 21 for 1882. 

As there were a number of fever cases in the Hospital from 

time to time the Committee authorised the erection of a 

wooden building, lined within with lath and plaster. This 

temporary building was to house four beds and was also to 

be used for erysipelas cases which cropped up fairly 

frequently. 

This wooden building was to be on a concrete 

foundation 42 feet long inside by 18 feet wide and 14 feet 

high, this to be divided into three apartments, that on the 

one end to be 20 feet to accommodate four beds, 12 feet in 

the centre for the nurse and 10 feet at the other end for 

two beds, the roof shingled and the floor hardwood. 

Some remarks made by the Inspector of Charities 

on Newcastle Hospital were trenchant. The Hospital registers 

had not been written up for some time, the disease had not 
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been noted on the bed cards, the records had not been re tai ned. 

These omissions were enough to cause the Government to 

withhold the annual subsidy. "The water supply to the 

closets I found not working, this has also unfortunately 

been the case on other visits I have made and I cannot fear 

but that the water supply to the whole Hospital more especially 

in dry seasons is inadequate f or baths , closets , kitchen et c. 

To economise water I therefore suggest earth closets be 

introduced. The ward accommodation is inadequate and it i s 

a great pity typhoid cases cannot be treated separately. 

The want of an outside place for the treatment of erysipelas 

which may spring up within the Hospital is evident and 

should be supplied." 

It was resolved that a dozen cards be printed 

cautioning visitors from giving patients food, as it was 

considered that one patient died as a result of unsuitable 

food being given him by a visitor. 

In 1883 the Hospital was continually full, the 

average number of patients being 27. The nursing staff was 

inadequate, especially as Nurse Lowe was attending a three 

months course in Sydney. Miss M. Keyes a trained nurse 

from Sydney was engaged at £40 per annum, she with Jane 

Pike, a housemaid, managed until Nurse Lowe returned to 

duty. Miss Steel who had been acting as an honorary nurse 

whilst gaining experience returned to Sydney. A letter was 

read from Messrs. Blackall and T. King on behalf of sea 

bathers asking permission to have a rope hung up in a 

convenient place in the grounds of the Hospital to be used 

in rendering assistance in cases of accident. Permission 

was, of course, granted. 

"The Superintendent introduced the subject of the 

Institution being connected with the Telephone Exchange, 

that the medical officer had recommended it, after the matter 

had been discussed it was resolved t hat telephonic communi

cation be established providing the cos t of erection does 
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not exceed £25. 11 

Much extra work was being thrown on the Hospital 

by the growth of the district. Newcastle was expanding 

rapidly and manyconstruction gangs were employed on railway, 

road and levelling work for industry. The Committee men 

were toying with the idea of Hospital expansion. The 

original plans for the Hospital included a southern · wing, 

to be constructed when it was considered necessary. 

Finance, of course, was the main stumbling block, so ways 

and means were being considered to raise money. That 

stalwart of Hospital money raising, C.H. Hannell, the 

Vice President , went to work and in a very short time raised 

for the new venture £500 . Many were the eulogistic letters 

seen in the letter books of the time. The following 

paragraphs picked at random from one letter is a typical 

example . 

30/8/1883 . C. H. Hannell, Esq., 

"Dear Sir , 

Your letter of the 26th Inst., is duly to hand 

and was read to the Committee of the management yesterday 

evening . " ------ "it was generally understood that your 

last years achievements £193 could not again be approached 

so when it was announced th at you had netted for the 

Hospital £237 by the two entertainments, it seemed almost 

increditable but for the substantial fact that the money 

was in the hands of the treasurer. 11 

In April, 1884, a search was made for the original 

plans of the Hospital and they were found in the possession 

of the Government Clerk of Works East Maitland, M. W. 

Lewis, Esq . These were studied by the building Committee 

who definitely got down to the study of means of finance. 

It was decided to write to theColonial Secretary asking for 

an unconditional gift of £2000. The letter states that the 

Committee already has £1400 and would raise an additional 

£1600 and that the contract has been let for £4000. 
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At last on September 17th a letter was sent to 

Mrs. c. H. Hannell asking her "to lay the memorial stone 

of the new wing now being added to this Institution, this 

ceremony to take place on Thursday 25th Inst., at 3 p.m." 

Letters were sent to G. Hardy, Band conductor asking could 

his band play on that day, so that residents of Newcastle 

and visitors could be entertained prior to and after the 

ceremony. The official party was to comprise Jas. Fletcher, 

M.L.A., J.C. Ellis, M.L.A., H. Robinson, Esq., Inspector 

of Public Charities, the Mayor and Aldermen, Ministers of 

Religion and many people in thepublic eye of Newcastle. 

C. J. W. Friend, Headmaster of Superior Public §chools 

Newcastle, was asked to escort the children of the school 

and wished that they would lead the singing of God Save 

the King/Queen with the children of Bolton Street, led by 

Mr. Edward Byrne (father of our Dr. Ethyl Byrne). 

The newspaper of that date printed a glowing account 

of the laying of the memorial stone and quoted:-

(34) "This memorial stone was laid by Mrs. C.H. 

Hannell, on the 28th day ofSeptember in the year of our Lord 

1884, and in the forty eighth year of the reign of her Most 

Gracious Majesty Victoria Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, 

Defender ofthe Faith and Empress of India. Lord Augustus 

Frederick William Spencer Loftus G. CB. Governor and 

Commander in Chief and Vice Admiral of New South Wales and 

its Dependencies. 

Representatives in Parliament for the City of 

Newcastle James Fletcher, Esq., and James Cole Ellis, Esq., 

Mayor of Newcastle Stewart Keightley, Esq. 

Office bearers of the Institution for the present 

year. President - R. B. Wallace, Esq., Vice President -

C H H 11 E JP Treasurer - Henry J. Corvan, • • anne , sq. , • • , 

Esq., Auditors - John Jackson, Esq., and Henry Stokes, 

Esq., Secretary - John Waddell. 



-48-

Honorary Medical Staff: Drs. John Harris, c. w. Morgan, 

Andrew Nash and W. c. Ashe. 

Paid Medical Officer - Dr. c. w. Morgan. 

Matron - Miss Laura Holden, Head Nurse_ Miss 

E. F. Lowe. 

General Committee - Messrs F. Alcock, Geo Bewick, Senr., 

R. Barnett, Thos. Brooks, J.P., Wm. Case, s Ch J p • apman, • • , 

Chas. Chatfield, Joseph Cree~, J.P., Wm. Davies, n. Fitzpatrick, 

Richard Hall, John Hay, Thomas Hyland, Wm. Laing, J.P., 

W.R. Logan, Alex Mathieson, Augustus Moore, F. R. Neild, 

J. Ritchie, John Thorn. 

Committee of Management - Messrs. T. Brookes, J.P. 

(Superintendent) Geo. Bewick, Senr., R. Hall, w. R. Logan, 

John Thorn. 

Building Committee - Messrs. c. H. Hannell, J.P., 

T. Brooks, J.P., Geo. Bewick, Senr., Chas. Chatfield, R. Hall, 

Alex Mathieson. 

Architect - Mr. Frede. B. Menkins. 

Contractor - Mr. John Frogley." 

Newcastle Hospital remodelled and extended by the 

addition of the Hannell wing in the year 1884 was a two 

storey building of the Earl Victorian Renaissance style, 

influences ofthe Gothic Revival of that period being indicated 

by the long narrow windows having lancet arched heads. 

The design was symetrical, the Pacific Street 

facade having central and wing gables joined by verandahs 

and balconies, each of the North and South wings also having 

gable projections. The walls were brick cement rendered, 

all angles, window and door openings having projecting 

quions resembling stonework, the main roof being slate, 

whilst the roofs to the balconies were corrugated galvanised 

iron. 
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The main entrance was central, gained by passing 

through gates in a galvanised iron fence to Pacific Street 

with return picquet fences either side leading to the main 

door set well back from the street alignment. The door ~as 

lancet arched in keeping with the window openings, having 

smaller but similar arched sidelights either side. Height 

was emphasised by the narrowness of the feature accentuated 

by the steeply pitched roof. Immediately over the main 

entrance doors was a triple window with similar characteristics 

having a projecting balconette with balusters appearing to 

be stone. Heavy coping moulds with ornamental features at 

each springing, with a heavier feature at t he apex surmounted 

with ornamental panel in the centre of the gable itself, 

under which a ribbon panel was inscribed with the word 

HOSPITAL. 

The wing gables with the gables projecting to each 

of the North and South sides were more lightly treated, 

having base and string course with two long narrow windows 

to each of the ground and first floor with the circular 

panel relieving the gable, the coping mould being similar 

to the central gable but without the ornamental features 

at the springing, the apex having a smaller ornament but 

finished with similar fenials. 

The verandahs and balconies were framed with wooden 

posts having curved brackets forming seven openings with 

pointed heads in keeping with those of the main building, 

the verandah openings being surmounted with criss-cross 

pieces relieving the cast iron ballustrading enclosing the 

balconies to sill height, the balconies having similar posts 

and brackets carrying the iron lean-to roof. 

No record is known of the general outlay, but the 

elevation is indicative of symetrical planning, the narrow 

windows in the gables contrasting happily with the wooden 

treatment of the verandahs and balconies producing a happy 
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effect with a dignity phrophesying the importance which t he 

Institution was, and is still, to become. 

But what of the contagious diseases Hospital. 

The Hospital Committee already had the money £3000 given by 

the Government invested and were waiting for the site to be 

selected. The outbreak of small pox in Sydney in 1883 

stirred them once again to write to the Colonial Treasurer 

with no result. The Committee were desperate, many cases 

of measles were being turned away, the small infectious 

and contagious diseases annex at the rear of the Hospital 

was always full, as under. 

1882 1883 

9 enteric fever 9 enteric fever 

Bubo Gonorrhea 

Secondary Syphilis Measles 

Orchitis Scabies 

2 Erysip~las 

Letters were sent also to Jas. Fletcher, M.L.A., 

N. Melville and A. A. P. Tighe to do their utmost to 

expedite matters. 

"In May, 1883, the Norwegian Ship "Herman Lehmkuhl" 

arrived in Port from Java, the health officer on board her 

found that fever had been raging amongst the crew, he 

quarantined the ship and sent some of the worst cases to 

our Hospital where they were admitted, there being no proper 

place in the district in which they could be cared for . We 

have ten of the ships crew in our Institution, along with 

all other surgical and medical cases, the effect alone of 

which on the minds of the latter must be injurious even 

should they escape more serious results from contagion. 

The population dread the consequences of an epidemic or a 

ship arriving in our port with infectious disease aboard." 

Most of the sailors were very ill, some being in 

the Institution 60 days and two stayed three months. Still 
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no Hospital. It was never to be, but that is beyond the 

scope of this article. 

In August, 1883, the £3000 advanced to the 

Committee by the Government was returned. In October a 

letter was addressed to the Colonial Secretary, appealing 

to him to build a contagious diseases Hospital. Showing 

that smallpox was to the fore in Sydney, that it might 

start in Newcastle, that even a measles or a scarlet fever 

outoreak. could not be attended satisfactorily. No result. 

"Our Miss Lowe, head nurse, has resigned from the Staff, 

she was beloved by all. The reference supplied by Mr. 

Waddell, showed that the Committee deeply regret losing your 

valuable services, the very efficient manner in which you 

have always performed your duties, the great amount of 

loving kindness you have always shown to the patients, the 

general satisfaction your uniform certainly has given to 

th visiting public" etc. 

In November, the lifesaving line and buoy erected 

by the Council at the instigation of the earliest surf 

bathers Messrs Blackall and King proved to be a nuisance, 

as thieves were gaining access to the grounds by using the 

steps over the sand drift corrugated iron fence. The Council 

was asked to move the gear to near the gate at the rear of 

the building. The Committee was disgusted to know that 

though the new quarters for the permanent artillery had 

been completed within the Fort, no provision had been made 

for any Hospital or sick bay. That though the Government 

had a paid medical man in Newcastle the Hospital was being 

overloaded with soldiers. 

The Secretary of the Invercargill Hospital in 

New Zealand wrote asking for particulars as to how the 

Newcastle Hospital was financed. In the reply one item is 

of interest to us and that is that the Miners Lodges once 

per year levy on each member 1/- for Hospital purposes. 
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The miners as subscribers are represented by 

selected men who have the right to nominate patients and 

vote at elections. 

Southern wing occupied late in 1885. 

18/12/1885 - Secretary to Dr . c. w. Morgan, who 

was then Mayor of the city asking him if he agreed to the 

usual custom of the Mayor of the city supplying Christmas 

dinner for the inmates of the Hospital. 

24/12/1885 - The Committee asking Mr. C. Nugent 

of Blane Street to lay water pipes to the Hospital just as 

soon as the Borough Council grants a license and asking 

him if he could be relied upon to do the work quickly. 

In January, 1886, in reply to a query by H. 

Robinson, Esq., Registrar of Public Charities as to why 

treHospital Balance Sheet showed £572 interest. The 

Committee wrote a letter of explanation. "The interest of 

£572 is quite correct, in 1882 the Government placed in 

the hands of the Committee £3000 for the purpose of erecting 

a Hospital for contagious diseases, this sum was allowed to 

remain in the Bank, unfixed, for some little time when 

seeing no chance of its being soon required it was placed 

on fixed deposit, until the Colonial Secretary asked for 

its return which was complied with." 

Messrs . A. & R. Amos, contractors for many large 

rock and earth works for the district, entered into a 

contract with the Hospital authorities asking them to 

accept £100 per year to look after and treat all sick and 

accident cases. The return for 1885 showed that 57 of 

their men were attended at the Hospital, in all using 1415 

bed days all for £100. 



Of the many schemes which Clarence Hannell 

employed to raise money for the Hospital, the most 

outstanding from a money aspect and from the onlookers 

point of view was a race meeting. One race was to be a 

burlesque in which the jockeys and horses were dressed in 

a bizairre manner. Jack Sullivan, a practical joker of 

that period, purloined from Ned Scott a grey cab horse, 

known to all as the "Dreamer" from his habit of going to 

sleep when harnessed to a cab. The horse would wake up wi t h 

a great start which would shake the cab and cause amusement 

to passers by. The jockey chosen by Sullivan was a huge 

negro named Boston. When the horses were drawn _up at the 

starting post it was found that Boston was dressed in a 

startling costume confusing all the colours of the rainbow, 

but the horse was dyed pink. No one laughed more than Ned 

Scott until he found out that the pink horse was none other 

than his grey "Dreamer". Boston and the pink Dreamer caused 

much merriment especially as half way round t he course they 

doubled across the track to come home the winner by many 

lengths. Eventually Scott approached an English Solicitor 

named Tom Frank Lowe to take court action against Sullivan, 

as the Dreamer could not be used in the shafts without 

ridicule from the passers by. The action was taken before 

Judge Backhouse, who was acting in a sympathetic manner, 

realising that a joke only was meant by Sullivan, until 

Sullivan in stating tbat the horse was not ruined and could 

not be harmed by the dye, without permission of the court 

called out in a loud voice "Peter Peter" and to the 

astonishment of all in court a large racing dog dyed pink 

rushed intothe court and tried to reach its master. The 

court was in a turmoil, the Judge called to the tipstaff to 

put the dog out, Constables rushed to the aid and their 

combined efforts frightened the dog which careered here and 

there to escape capture. Confusion reigned. The Judge 

fined Sullivan £25. 
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The Mayor of the city was written to asking for 

permission to add a few more lengths of pipes to the existing 

drain carrying off bath water down the rear of the Hospital, 

as the town rubbish deposited there by the Borough garbage 

carts had blocked the drain. The Amos Brothers had now 

moved their main camp to Wyee and from that area many workers 

were being sent to the Hospital. It was proved that had 

they paid ordinary fees for their patients instead of £100 

as per contract they would have paid £250. Several letters 

between the Secretary and Amos Brothers would indicate that 

they were trying to evade fees for the new year. Only a very 

strong letter from the Secretary which was first submitted 

to the Hospital's Solicitor, Brown, before being sent to 

estimate if it were libellous, brought firstly a cheque for 

£50 and later another £50. 

Dr. Mac Laurin, the Government Medical Advisor 

wrote asking for particulars of the Medical Staff and their 

salaries. The reply from the Hospital stated that - Dr. 

John Harris received £150 per annum as paid Medical Officer 

and that there were 7 other visiting medical practitioners 

on the staff. 

Dr. Baker of Lambton wrote asking to be placed on 

the Honorary Medical Officer List. He was informed that a 

ballot was taken for the position at the annual general 

meeting. 

Nurse Holden was granted two months sick leave 

providing she obtained someone quite suitable to take her 

place in the Hospital. Her substitute was Miss V. Gourlay, 

but two months later their joint resignations were accepted 

and Nul"!:ES Larkin and Delacour came on the staff at £36 per 

annum. Nurse Holden must not be confused with Matron 

Holden who was still in charge of the Hospital. 

Dr. c. Hedley of Hamilton was notified that one 

of his patients had not been seen by him for some time and 
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that an operation recommended by him ten days ago was still 

not done and his stay in Hospital was being prolonged. Six 

days later, Dr. Hedley was again advised that he still had 

not attended his patient, that a book of rules had been 

sent to him and would he please comply with these rules. 

Matron Holden had had so much staff worry that 

she was considering relinquishing her position and asked 

the Committee to supply her with a testimonial that she 

could submit to the authorities in charge of Melbourne 

Hospital. The Committee were pleased to give one in the 

best terms, as they should after five years good service. 

Some of her worries were two nurses resigning to be replaced 

with difficulty by two others, the cook proving incapable 

and spirits within the Hospital disappearing. Moneys 

collected from patients, not being immediately accounted 

for by the treasurer, thus making her dealings with some 

patients unsatisfa ctory and fina lly she was to have more 

bother obtaining a cook replacement. In time her worries 

were over, the new nurses gave good service, the new cook 

was paid at the high rate of £1 per week and with the 

departure of the former cook, the spirits remained at their 

proper level. She did not secure the Melbourne Hospital 

Matronship but remained at Newcastle for another nine months. 

On the 22nd December, 1886, two names appear for 

the first time in the Minute letters, these Medical Officers 

were to figure largely in the life of the town for many 

years, they were Dr. Richard H. Treloar of Wickham and Dr. 

J. Beeston of King Street, Newcastle. As in the year 1870 

the Hospital outgrew the service of the untrained nurse 

and first appointed a trained nurse in Nurse Morrow who 

later became Matron, so in January, 1887, the day of the 

Superintendent who was not a medical officer finished. The 

following letter supports this fact. 
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5th January, 1887. 

Dr. John Kerr, Wynyard Square, Sydney. 

Dear Sir, 

"I have now to confirm my telegram of this 

morning, intimating that you had been appointed to the 

position of Resident Medical Superintendent to this 

Institution, salary at the rate of £300 per annum payable 

monthly, terminable by three months notice on either side 

under ordinary circumstances. Rule 34 (of which you have 

a copy) provides that such officer may be suspended or 

dismissed forthwith for any misconduct, neglect or breach 

of duty - You will commence the duties of your office on 

1st February next if convenient. I think it would be 

advisable that you should go round the patients with the 

present Medical Officer before he retires which will be on 

the 31st Inst." 

The following letter to Earp, Gillam & Co., shows 

that the Commercial Union Assurance Coy., was the firm 

favoured by the Committee for insurance instead of the 

Liverpool London & Globe of former years, it also placed 

on record some alterations in the building. "I beg to 

direct your attention to certain alterations and additions 

now in progress at the Institution and enclose plan of what 

is to be. The building formerly used as a kitchen with a 

shingle roof is having another storey built on it and a 

slated roof, then it will be used as a dining room on 

ground floor and wards over head - the building at the rear 

formerly set aside as a contagious disease ward will be in 

future used as a Kitchen store and Servant's ronms, with a 

covered way leading to it from the main building." 

In February, 1887, the following Medical Officers 

were honoraries at the Hospital - Dr. John Harris, Dr. H. c. 

Ashe, C. W. Morgan, Joseph L. Beeston, F. H. Bennington, 

Andrew Nash, Hedley and R.H. Treloar, a letter was sent 

to each asking them would they take one week each in 
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rotation for admission of patients and treatment. This 

arrangement was satisfactory to all and is carried out i n 

the main at the Hospital to this day. 

In May, 1887, the Matron, ~iss Holden, resigned 

after five and one half years service and received a most 

eulogistic reference from the Committee. M' D J Th iss • • oma s 

was appointed Matron in her stead at a salary of £75 per annum. 

C.H. Hannell on the occasion of the Queen's 

Jubilee supplied £5/5/- to be spent on a dinner and 

celebration for all patients and staff within the Hospital 

walls. The Committee thanked him on behalf of those patients 

well enough to do justice to the occasion. 

In June, 1887, Dr. H. C. Ashe resigned his position 

as an Honorary Medical Officer to the Hospital • • 

The members of the Committee were very worried at 

the cost of the water supplied to the Hospital. In the past, 

of course, they depended firstly on wells and then later on 

rain water piped to underground tank s and then pumped to the 

various outlet points. When town water was first supplied, 

it was done so at the rate of 6d. per 1000 gallons, before 

long the rate was raised to 2/- per 1000 gallons. Dr. J. 

Kerr, the Superintendent, was written to, asking him to be 

very careful of the gas and water. The Committee then wrote 

a poignant letter to the Borough Council asking for a 

reduction in cdsts as stating "My Committee is of the 

opinion that to carry out the above suggestion you would 

not be accused of betraying the trust reposed in you and it 

is possible taking the water supply as a whole that no 

actual loss may be sustained in making the concession sought 

for. 11 Quaint wording in these days of brief business 

letters. The outcome of the letter is not known but next 

month there is a letter to E. s. Holland, Town Clerk, asking 

him could he arrange to have the water pipe reduced to /' 

"Just one length will be sufficient to effect this." Then 

came a further request "Have you any fractured pipes of no 
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use to the Government, we require to run the Hospital 

drainage down to Telford Street have the kindness to let 

us have enough for the purpose." 

There is no doubt that the Hospital owed much to 

the Rannels, (father) J. and (son) C. H. As you have heard 

~ Hannell was President of the Hospital for many years and 

by his organising ability, his public position and his love 

of the Hospital and love of his fellow men did much to 

establish the 1865 Hospital. c. H. Hannell did as much in 

other spheres. He was a Committee man and had been Vice 

President and President. But above all he was the man who 

obtained money to keep the Institution going . Time and 

time again, year after year, he organised concerts, money 

making entertainments and race meetings . Each pound which 

came to the Hospital in the way of a gi f t or donation was 

subsidised £1 for £1. His efforts were worth thousands to 

the Hospital. The Newcastle Philarmonic Society was also 

very good in raising sums of money. D. H. Higgs of the 

Olympic Skating Rink (Drewes & Steel Garage) also gave some 

of the proceeds of his entertainments, as did the Dramatic 

Society under H. C. Langwill. The Minstrel Troupe of 

Swansea and many other smaller bodies of entertainers all 

helped to swell the funds. 

In May, 1889, Dr. c. W. Morgan resigned his posi

tion as Honorary Medical Officer, he received from the 

Committee a very fine letter of thanks for the years of 

service given to the Hospital "While your departure is 

deeply regretted everyone strongly joins in the most 

earnest desire that you be successful in every respect in 

your new district." Dr. Morgan returned to Newcastle years 

later to act as Government Health Officer. 

In October, 1889, Dr. John Kerr wrote from New 

Zealand where he was on holidays and asked for a testimonial 

as to his character and ability. This reference the Committee 
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gave and stated that if he gave as much service and help 

to Auckland Public Hospital as he did to Newcastle Hospital, 

the authorities there should be very pleased. They also 

offered to store or send his personal belongings where he 

wished. The next month the Matron, Miss D. J. Thomas 
' 

applied for the position as Matron at Melbourne Hospital and 

she too, was given a splendid testimonial, couched in the 

typical flowery language of that period, but, nevertheless 

it was a genuine reference. One paragraph stated "During 

the two years and four months you have been matron here, 

your services have given us entire satisfaction and feel 

sure that from the interest you have displayed in your work 

and from your general ability as well as the very capable 

manner in which the discipline of your department has been 

maintained you will give equal satisfaction in a l arger 

field of labour. 11 

Dr. J. W. Hester of Sydney was the most favoured 

of the applicants who applied for the Resident Medical 

Superintendent's position. In the reply to his application 

for particulars, Percy Smith, the Acting Secretary, in place 

of J. Waddell stated that "there are about 50 beds and no 

other resident medical man but the Superintendent whose 

duties are the ordinary duties consequent upon such appoint

ment with medical register to keep. No private practice is 

allowed to a certain extent the rooms are furnished. The 

following comprise the general Committee, Messrs. Wallace, 

T. Brooks, F. Alcock, R. Hall, A. Wats, F. B. Menkins, 

H. W. Finch, H. w. Green, F. Ash, M. Barnett, G. Bewick, 

C. Chatfield, R. J. Errington, F. Garrett, Rev. s. Grieve, 

J. Hay, W.R. Logan, G. Martin, D. McMichael, Captain Newton 

and J. Thorne. 11 

In January, 1890, Hester was appointed Medical 

Superintendent one of the reasons given was tha t he was not 

married. The Honorary Medical Officers agreed to the 
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following roster for 1890. Dr. c. w. Morgan, Joseph 

Stapleton, John Harris, Victor E. Ludlow, Andrew Nash, 

Eames, Bennington and J. Beeston. C.H. Hannell as President 

of the Newcastle Jockey Club arranged certain sports and 

after paying all expenses, netted £306/5/- for the Hospital. 

Dr. Hester was a good athlete his chief sporting interests 

being cricket, tennis and foot running. 

The Committee through Dr. Hester applied to Sir 

Alfred Roberts for the best design and specifications for 

a good class ambulance waggon. The Hospital Committee had 

been of theopinion for some months that some form of 

transport was a necessary adjunct to the Hospital. The 

tender of Messrs. Hanning & Son for £95/18/6 was accepted. 

Sir Alfred promising to supervise its construction and to 

see that it wasof very solid construction to withstand the 

rough roads around Newcastle. 

In June, 1890, Nurse Piguenit was appointed 

successor to Miss Thomas. The new matron had been on the 

Staff as senior nurse for some time. Her salary to be £75 

per annum. The wages sheet for one week in June shows the 

names of the Staff, salaries paid and their positions. 

Miss Piguenit - Matron - £75 per annum. 

Miss Titcombe - Nurse - £·45 per annum. 

Miss Fairclough - Assistant Nurse - £25 per annum. 

Miss Spring - Assistant Nurse 

Howard - Probationary Nurse 

- £30 per annum. 

- £20 per annum. 

Lake - Probationary Nurse - £20 per annum. 

to be appointed - Probationary Nurse - £20 per annum. 

The sum of £64 was expended on a lift to be 

operated by hand, the Architect, F. B. Menkins was asked 

to contact Mr
0 

Thomas Brooks and to arrange for its instal

lation. Dr. Hester had approached the Committee showing 

that the light within the wards was very poor due to the 

windows being very narrow. Menkins was asked to have the 

windows enlarged. 
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TheGovernment having resumed about 22 feet of land 

on the North Boundary for the purpose of opening a street 

to the Beach. The Hospital Committee were anxious to remove 

the boundary fence but before doing so would respectfully 

urge the formation of this street from Pacific Street to 

Telford Street and as the nature of the ground would require 

a retaining wall on the Hospital Boundary, the Committee 

desired to state that they are prepared to contribute 

towards its cost . 

Dr . Hester through Matron asked that all nurses 

be dressed alike . She submitted to the Board a sample of 

a suitable material, which was accepted . 

The Board recommended that the sum of £5 per annum 

by monthly instalments be paid to each nurse to defray the 

cost of upkeep of her uniforms. 

Mr . H. Guy forwarded to the Committee on 12th 

September , 1890, the sum of £3/15/- , the surplus after all 

expenses had been paid in connection with Dr. C. w. Morgan's 

farewell banquet. 

Dr . Morgan as stated resigned from the Hospital 

and firstly settled in Wagga Wagga. 

The Ambulance Waggon arrived, cost £95/18/6, was 

inspected thoroughly by the Committee who caused a letter 

to be sent to Sir Alfred Roberts of Prince Alfred Hospital, 

thanking him for his efforts on their behalf and especially 

thanking him for his personal present in the form of a box 

for the Nurses use, when on duty with the ambulance• Mr• 

Arkins, Livery Stables Newcastle, was approached to supply 

two horses for long trips and one horse for trips around 

the city . The ambulance being fitted with either a central 

pole or two shafts. A respectable driver was to be supplied 

as a nurse often accompanied the ambulance. 
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Dr. Hester applied for a testimonial as he ~a s 

applying for the position of Superintendent to the Prince 

Alfred Hospital. A splendid recommendation was given 

Hester and all wished him luck. Dr. Hester left the 

Hospital on 12th April, 1891. Dr. Trindall of Newcastle 

acted as Locum tenens at the Hospital for five weeks whilst 

he was on leave. 

Applications were called for the position and 

Dr. H. Martin Doyle was chosen from among 23 applicants. 

He commenced duty on 10th April. 

A letter of appreciation for services rendered 

was sent to Dr. Bonnefin of Stockton, a member of the 

Honorary Medical Staff on his departure from the city. 

His place was taken by Dr. J. Hester who took over his 

practice. The Honorary Medical Staff then consisted of 

Drs. J. Harris, Ludlow, J. Beeston, George F. Smith, 

R.H. Treloar, Hester, Eames and W. Nickson. 

Dr. W. Nickson was appointed Honorary Secretary 

to the newly formed Newcastle Medical Society. He wrote 

to the Committee asking if the meetings could be held in 

the Board room of this Hospital. Permission was granted. 

But, Dr. Eames, the Honorary Secretary Northern 

Medical Association had permission refused when heapplied 

for the loan of the Board room. The reason given by the 

Committee was that the Association was not a local one and 

'~t may be more a precedent by other Associations requiring 

a similar concession. 11 

Tenders accepted 1890 were - Milk 3fd. per quart -

Bread 2fd. per 2 lb. loaf - Flour ld. per lb. - Burials 

£2/10/- - Meat 3fd. per lb. 

With the advent of Dr. H. Martin Doyle as 

Superintendent in April 1891, I feel that the modern times 

have been reached, so my tale is told. 



Committee election 1894/1895. Statement by President. 

This election caused much ill feeling. 

Sirs, 

Newcastle Hospital 

5th June, 1895. 

I have the honor to furnish you with the infor

mation you desire in your letter of 3rd inst. "as to the 

manner in which the Committee were elected for 1894 and 

1895". 

Re- Election of Committee 1894. 1895 

The usual notice convening the Annual General 

Meeting of Subscribers to the hospital was given through 

the press in January last - the President, Vice President, 

2 auditors and 2 Scrutineers were elected by show of hands 

- the President adjourned the meeting for 9 days, there 

being more gentlemen nominated than were required for the 

Committee - the Secty. under the authority of the 

Committee, sent the ballot papers out to those entitled 

to receive them - included in these voting papers were 33, 

which were sent to the alleged nominees of Dr. Cribb, 

Medical Supt. and Miss Piguenit, the Matron. The Scrutineers 

refused to hand in 18 of the voting papers that had been 

used (the remaining 15 of the 33 not having been returned) 

giving as their reason that the Dr. and Matron had each 

donated two months salary to the hospital, which they did 

in the names of certain persons who had already voted for 

election of Committee . for 1894, and should not therefore 

be permitted to vote again for the election of 1895, who 

in point of fact, not having contributed the money them

selves, were not eligible to vote at all - the Secretary 

it appears committed a clerical error in sending a few 

voting papers to non-subscribers to the extent of 20/- but 

these were not used. He also left in care of one of the 

nurses some voting papers to be given by her should anyone 

claiming the right to vote call at the Hospital, the Secty. 



being unacquainted with their postal addresses - a certain 

number of these voting papers, as per list given by the 

Secty., were handed by the nurse to those entitled to 

receive them the balance were returned to the Secty., 

with the names of those who had obtained them, from the 

nurse - the Committee held that under clause 4 

the Nominees of the Dr. and Matron had a right to vote at 

both meetings, seeing that their donations had been 

received "between the commencing of business at such 

meeting and the commencement of business at the previous 

Annual Meeting". 

There was a large number present at the adjourned 

meeting, and the matter was fully discussed - The 

Scrutineers refused at first to add the 18 votes to the 

ballot, when a resolution was carried by the subscribers 

that they should do so. The Committee for 1895 were then 

declared elected. 

I have &c 

c. H. Hannell 

President of 

Newcastle Hospital. 
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FOREWORD 

No claim for any originality is made for this 

further record of Newcastle Hospital. It is simply an 

eclectic arrangement of material which I consider of 

historical interest. Much of the material is copied 

straight from the source and in several cases photographs 

of the actual pages are interleaved. The records to which 

I had access were The General Committee and Committee of 

Management Minute Books, some almost undecipherable letter 

books, the record books of Matron Walsh and Matron McAlister 

and the Newcastle Morning Herald files. 

I wish to thank many people for helping me, 

Dr. c. J. McCaffrey, Matron I. Hall, Sister Bannister, 

c. Price Conigrave F.R.A.H.s., the Newcastle representatives 

of Messrs. Stephenson and Turner, Mr. Newton, the late 

Dr. W. L. Nickson, Miss L. E. Nicholson, Mr. Geo Henderson, 

Nurses Louisa Naylor and Amelia Glover. Dr. c. McCaffrey 

for his readiness in making available the records of the 

hospital, Matron I. Hall f0r her encouragement and to the 

many doubtful items which her keen brain soon corrected. 

Sister Bannister for putting me in touch with the Cameron 

family, who really started my collection of photos. C. 

Price Conigrave F.R.A.H.S., who was able to trace the 

brother of Nurse Newton who willingly made available for 

copying the first nursing certificate ever to be issued by 

Newcastle Hospital. Some day that original certificate in 

perfect preservation will be returned to the hospital when 

it will be a valued reminder of the early nursing staff. 

The Newcastle members of the firm of Stephenson and Turner 

offered to make black and white plans of the various stages 

of the hospital buildings and the rude material I was 

supplied was soon polished into excellent plans. I take 

the sole responsibility for the line drawing depicting the 

methods used in constructing the various sections of the 
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hospital. Much credit is due to the planners and artisans 

who built so thoroughly each portion. It is not easy to 

construct buildings to stand well when they are buffetted 

by gales and smothered for 24 hours each day in salt spume. 

The description of the hospital given in the earlier record 

by W. Jeater, Esq., architect of this city, is remarkably 

accurate when his only reference works were photographs of 

the old hospital. Following a talk I gave to the Newcastle 

Historical Society in which I stated that only photographs 

had been used to describe the hospital, a gentleman asked 

me if I would really like a plan of the hospital, and that 

plan is reproduced in this record. Miss L. E. Nicholson 

checked the names of nurses in the groups and gave me the 

photo of Nurse Blacklock. She also elucidated the 2 objects 

hanging from the nurses' belts as a leather Maltese Cross 

piped with velvet in which were carried pins, needles, and 

safety pins, and a silver match box for matches to light 

gas and sterilisers, a flick of a switch was then undreamed 

of. Geo Henderson, Esq. supplied photos, identified nurses 

and told me many items which I could not include in this 

account. He should be writing this record. 

Two elderly ladies, nurses of Newcastle hospital, 

contributed a good deal by eliminating mistakes of identity 

which crept in through inaccuracies in initials of names. 

These ladies were Nurse Amelia Glover (1900) Certificate 

No. 9 and Mrs. L. Hunter who trained as Nurse Louisa Naylor 

(1900) Certificate No. 11. Nurse Glover was a patient in 

the Royal Newcastle Hospital suffering from a fractured leg. 

Unfortunately she was transferred and was not able to again 

meet Nurse Louisa Naylor when she visited the hospital on 

the 13th January, 1954. Matron I. Hall entertained her and 

on leaving by train she said she had had a wonderful day. 

The last name I have to mention is Dr. W. L. 

Nickson. The late Dr. (Toby) Nickson agreed to write a 
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Preface for this record. He had d thi rea s record up to 

and including 1899, had supplied some of the information, 

and checked the identity of people in photographs. The 

photograph in which he appears as a boy in a sailor suit 

always made him smile. Before he could write that preface 

he was called away. 

The reader might consider that too much detail 

is included. I hope I will be forgiven if that is so. My 

main object in giving the details is to paint a picture of 

then and now. We do owe to these pioneers a debt which can 

never be repaid. 

Secretary Scott Laing for his neat hand writing 

which is just as legible now as then excepting in the letter 

books where foxing has obliterated much interesting material. 

Today an X-ray is routine, then the use of an X-ray 

by Dr. w. L. Eames to determine the location of a revolver 

bullet was news. He was the first to operate at the hospital 

following an X-Tay picture for the location of a foreign body. 

The first type writing machine was used in the hospital in 

1899. A special person who could take down shorthand and 

transcribe had to be engaged to attend enquiries. Now we 

look on our lady typistes as usual office folk. 

To nurse thirty-five enteric cases at once would 

be a problem for the staff these days even with modern 

equipment. It was done at Newcastle Hospital in the early 

days. The equipment they had was a broken down laundry, 

tubs, hand wringers, hand washing and a hot water system 

which was more often out of order than not. 

Imagine the strain on a medical man using a horse 

and buggy or riding on horseback long distances and no 

modern dispensary just round the corner. 
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The nurse who accompanied "the clean driver" in 

the hospital ambulance as per contract and supplied by w. 
Neve on a seven hours drive to Catherine Hill Bay and return 

must have been strong as well as capable. Now a nurse often 

holds a nursing certificate at 21 years. Then she was not 

allowed to commence training until after she was 21 years 

of age. 
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With the arrival of Dr. H. Martin Doyle during 

April 1891 to become Superintendent of Newcastle Hospital 

yet another advance was made in hospital routine. Whereas 

Dr. Kerr had put the hospital on a workable basis by insti

tuting business methods Dr. Hester, by instituting reforms 

such as enlarging the lancet windows to allow more light to 

penetrate the gloomy wards, installing bathrooms, putting 

the nurses into uniform and being the first surgeon to 

perform a gastro-enterostomy operation in Newcastle, Dr. 

Doyle brought the science of anaesthetics to the hospital. 

He had been trained under Dr. Frede. Hewitt (later to be 

knighted for his services) and held the anaesthesia diploma 

issued by the London Hospital. Since the introduction of 

anaesthesia to Australia and until 1891 at the hospital · 

anaesthesia was brought about by chloroform but Dr. Doyle 

showed that ether was safer and just as efficient, so the 

use of ether became the anaesthetic of choice. One of Dr. 

Doyle's first duties was to confirm Dr. Hester's recommendation 

that two new probationary nurses be engaged, the hospital 

being hopelessly understaffed. The Committee forwarded to 

Dr.Doyle a letter requesting that he did not absent himself 

from the hospital premises whenever a Board of Management 

Committee Meeting was being held so that Committee queries 

could be answered by himdirectly, without waiting for 

another meeting. The cost per patient at the hospital was 

estimated by Mr. Moulton the Secretary to be 3/4d. per day. 

In a letter to Captain Kyngdon at Fort Scratchley Newcastle 

he complained that the government only allowed 10 d. per 

day, for each soldier admitted, but at the Garrison 

Hospital in Sydney 1/10d. was allowed. "Could Captain 

Kyngdon please find out why Newcastle was being penalised, 

as it was necessary to obtain all reasonable allowances so 

as to keep our institution out of debt". The milk supplied 

to the Hospital by John Muncaster of Dempsey Island and 

W. Elkin of Hexham at 2td. per quart was to be delivered 
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twice a day in summer and once a day in winter. It was t o 

be good pure rich milk and was to be tested daily for 

keeping qualities. The medical officer Dr. Doyle and Matron 

Miss Piguenit to be present with the person who delivered 

the milk, to see the test was satisfactory. 

But in May '91 the tests proved that the milk was 

not up to standard as the following letter from the Medical 

Superintendent indicates "I have again to report to you 

that the milk supplied by the contractor at 7 a.m. on 

Saturday, turned sour and was unfit for use before midnight. 

There is now only a morning delivery. There was for a day 

or two an afternoon delivery also but as the milk was sent 

in by a person on horseback and thereby became churned, 

that method of delivery was stopped. The contractor stated 

that he was unable to send it in by cart daily". 

The committee v\ere much excited to learn that the 

Railway Department had decided to lease a portion of land 

near the Fort for the purpose of coal mining and in his 

letter to the Commissioner for Railways Secretary Moulton 

pointed out how noise, smoke and coal dust carried to the 

hospital by prevailing winds would cause distress to the 

occupants of the hospital of which there were 37 under 

treatment at that particular time. He begged the commissioner 

to refrain from leasing the ground for that purpose. Quite 

possibly as a result of this letter, the mine was not 

commenced. J. Bowtell at the Junction on the 27th April 

was asked if he could supply flowers for Lady Jersey's 

visit to the hospital. The visit wouldtake place on Thursday 

30th at 2.45 p.m. 

The Medical Superintendent reported on May 4th, 

that the Countess of Jersey had paid a visit to the hospital 

on Thursday 30th April and that her Ladyship was shown over 

the wards and expressed herself highly pleased at everything 

she saw and she had made an entry to that effect in the 

Visitor's Book. The wife of the President Mrs. R. B. Wallace 
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and other committee ladies had entertained her at afternoon 

tea. In the same minute Dr. Doyle informed the committee 

that Probationer Montagu had ceased to be an employee of 

the hospital, that she was too ill to carry out her duties 

and that he had caused her to be admitted to the hospital 

as a patient, and naturally her pay ceased on the day she 

was admitted. Dr. Doyle also explained the difficulty the 

hospital often had in raising the exchange on the telephone. 

Now and then it was necessary to call for an Honorary 

Medical Officer in a hurry. "Could Mr. Croft be approo.ched 

so that the persons in attendance would be more attentive". 

On several occasions messengers had to be sent to the 

Post Office before attention to his ringing could be gained. 

For some years past much discussion had taken place about 

the desirability of an isolation hospital. Various 

committees had taken up the matter only to shelve the issue, 

finally the position became so unbearable that Alex Brown, 

Esq., the senior local parliamentarian caused the committee 

to address the following letter to the Hon. J.M. Brunker, 

Secretary for Lands. 

The Hon. J.M. Brunker 

Secretary for Lands 

Sydney. 

Sir, 

Referring to the 

had with you regarding the 

27th April 91. 

conversation Mr. Alexander Brown 

extension of the Newcastle Hospital, 

so as to provide for the reception and treatment of Infectious 

Diseases, I am directed by my Committee to bring under your 

notice the following facts bearing on the matter. 

For years past there has been a very widespread 

feeling amongst the Citizens of Newcastle that there should 

be some public institution within easy reach of the town 

where patients suffering from infectious and contagious 
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diseases could be treated. Years ago this strong public 

feeling culminated in an agitation, the result of which was 

that in 1882 the Government of the day voted the sum of 

£3,000 which they entrusted to the Newcastle Hospital 

Committee to carry out the wishes of the citizens. The 

site was chosen at Sandgate adjoining the Cemetery_ and 

there the matter ended, the Committee for the following 

reasons refusing to accept the responsibility thrown upon 

them. Firstly they considered and very rightly considered, 

that any Hospital for infectious and contagious diseases 

erected in Newcastle would be used not only by the citizens 

of the town and of the suburban districts, but that it VJOuld 

draw patients from a very large and populous extent of country 

altogether outside of having no connection with Newcastle, 

and moreover that it would needs be the Fever Hospital for 

the thousands of seamen which annually visit this port. 

Secondly seeing that such an Institution would be practically 

cosmopolitan in its scope, the Committee considered that it 

would be unfair to burden their fellow citizens with its 

support, and they were moreover of the opinion that the 

site chosen was ·unsuitable, too far removed from the town, 

unhappily situated, and that its position would render 

constant and thorough supervision 'quite impossible. On 

these grounds the Committee refused to undertake the work 

and on the application of the Government the $3,000 was 

refunded - the acknowledgment of which under the Colonial 

Treasurers hand dated July 25th 1885 being herewith attached. 

Since that time, although the public feeling has 

never diminished no district move has been made in the , 

matter until recently when the increasing demand for 

hospital accommodation has rendered it imperative that 

something should be done. Owing to the great increase in 

the number of ordinary medical and surgical patients 

applying for admittance, it has become necessary to restrict 

the space allotted to infectious diseases, and the 
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consequence now is that this Hospital is no longer able 

to deal with cases requiring isolation. 

Our only accommodation for such patients being 

one small ward. We are forced to receive typhoid fever 

cases in the general wards, and at the present moment in 

the female ward we have cases of typhoid fever and patients 

who have undergone major surgical operations, side by s ide . 

It will occur to you at once that this should not be nor 

continue longer than is absolutely necessary. Such being 

the state of affairs it is proposed to make further 

additions to the hospital to meet the growing wants of the 

population. The Committee have in view the erection of 

three isolation wards with nurses quarters apart and an 

accident ward with further accommodation for the staff. 

They estimate the cost of these additions at £6,000 and 

considering the facts as they stand they deem themselves 

justified in asking the Government to grant them that sum. 

They feel that it would be unfair to ask the people of 

Newcastle to undertake such a work having in view the fact 

that the cost of maintaining these infectious diseases wards 

will fall principally on their shoulders. 

I am desired by my Committee to further urge that 

the extreme urgency of the matter justifies this demand and 

in confiding it to your special attention they feel that 

the matter will receive that earnest consideration and 

unqualified approval which gravity and urgency demand. 

I have the honor to be 

Sir 

Your obedient servant 

w. H. Moulton 

Secretary. 

Eventually three isolation wards were built, 

which supplied the need for some time. Reference to the 

plan of the hospital will show the position of these wards. 
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The isolation block consisted of five separate 

structures comprising three isolation wards, Nurses Room 

with Kitchen and lastly a bathroom with two water closets. 

On the eastern side was a long covered verandah connecting 

all buildings, 6' 6" wide enclosed with a hand rail, the 

verandah on the eastern side was returned to give access 

to the bathroom and water closets. Each structure was 9' 

from its neighbour and dimensions were 15' x 12' with the 

exception of the Nurses Room and Kitchen which was 24' x 15'. 

The fuel stove in kitchen and nurses fire place being served 

by a common chimney. On the northern side the nurses 

quarters and kitchen had a 6'6" verandah with three steps 

leading up to it. 

The secretary's report (W. Moulton) 11th May 1891 

showed that he had collected that week £14/13/0 in fees 

and the subscriptions for £3/3/0. There were 41 patients 

in hospital and that accounts to the value of £65/8/8 were 

passed. 

The contractors for these isolation wards found 

that the ground on the northern side of the hospital was 

too unstable for the foundations and that before they could 

be built, some retaining wall, along this boundary must be 

constructed and the ground consolidated. Tenders were let 

for this wall and that of Thomas Smith was accepted. 

"Thomas Smith extension of the wall on Northern Boundary. 

Concrete Foundations, excavation per cubic yard 41/

brickwork per rod £20. Fencing including back stays and 

stone blocks at per running foot 8/-. 

In February 1892 the salaries of the nursing 

staff was the result of a minute, "1st year probationer 

£20/-/-: 2nd year nurse £25/-/-: 3rd year nurse £30/-/-: 

4th year nurse £36/-/-: any increase beyond £36/-/- to be 

by special authority from the Committee. These salaries 

to take effect from 1st March, 1892." 
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On the 1st June, 1891 Miss Peek and Miss Sergeant 

commenced duties as Probationers, salary £20 per annum and 

£5 uniform allowance. Nurse Titcombe was granted three 

weeks leave of absence. Assistant Nurse Spring tendered 

her resignation, which was accepted with regret and a 

testimonial accorded her. Probationer Munro was appointed 

Assistant Nurse in lieu Miss Spring at a salary of £25 per 

annum and £5 uniform allowance. 

Miss Spring received the following letter from 

the Secretary. 

"Dear Miss Spring - Your letter dated today 

(1/6/1891) conveying your intention to resign your position 

on 1st July was placed before the Committee of Management 

this afternoon and accepted with feelings of regret at your 

decision. TheCommittee have directed me to convey to you 

their high appreciation of the most exemplary and painstaking 

manner in which you have carried out your duties and of the 

very .flattering way in which your zeal has been spoken of by 

the Medical Superintendent and Hon. Medical Staff and also 

by patients who have been under your charge. My Committee 

regret that it is your intention to retire from the 

profession for a time as they are fully aware they will 

lose the services of a most efficient nurse. Wishing you 

on behalf of the Committee every success in your future 

undertaking; I have the honour to be Dear Miss Spring -

Yours Very faithfully - w. H. Moulton." 

As is the custom in all hospitals the attendance 

of th e members of the honorary medical staff is recorded. 

Newcastle Hospital commenced this system in August 1891, 

and the system is still in force. The Hon. Medical Officers 

were asked not to record more than two visits in any twenty

four hours. The number of visits for the five months for 

each honorary was Dr. Beeston 181, Dr. Hester 100, Dr. Smith 

87, Dr. Harris 87, Dr. Ludlow 47, Dr. Trelor 16, Dr. Nash 4, 
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Dr. Stapleton 4. One of the first benefactions ever to come 

to the hospital was from the sale of a piece of land left 

by Joseph Clarkson. This land realised £74/5/0. Dr. Doyle 

reported that "the records for 1891 show that during the 

year just terminated 617 patients were received into the 

hospital and that the out patient attendances number 625. 

Of the patients discharged 81% were cured, 15% were markedly 

relieved of their illnesses. The general death rate was 

9.48% but of the 55 patients who died just one third were 

admitted in a dying condition and succumbed within 48 hours. 

The largest number of deaths occurred in medical wards, the 

average being 12%. On the sur gic:al side it was about half 

that number. The surgical death rate was largely increased 

by the number of fatalities due to accidents in the mines 

and on the railways. Excluding such cases the ordinary 

surgical death rate is reduced to 3.52%. Taking into 

consideration that about 200 operations of all degrees were 

performed, this low surgical death rate speaks well for the 

skill of the surgeons and the care and attention bestowed 

on the patients by the nursing staff." 

During that year only one case of typhoid was 

admitted to the hospital. The yearly cost of each bed was 

£41/10/5, the average daily cost of each in-patient was 

3/3td. Much discussion centred about the word "Pauper", 

stated to be in use at the hospital by the Press. The 

Chairman of the Committee of Management gave this the lie 

in a very distinct manner he also stated "there was no 

distinction made in the institution between a millionaire 

and a man who had not a cent. 11 But the word was in common 

use in the hospital as the minutes will show "T. Abrahamson 

was admitted as a "Pauper" patient but it has since been 

found out he belonged to the Barque "Norfolk Island" and 

the Master should pay fees". 

I would like to record the committee men for the 

year 1892. The President - R. B. Wallace, Vice-President -
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c. H. Hannell, and Committee men - F. Alcock, T. Brooks, 

R. Hall, W.R. Logan, w. Timbrell, D. McMichael, J. Thorn , 

G. Bewick, w. Miller, w. Lyne, H. Finch, T. Garrett, J. Hay, 

T. Hyland, J. Wood, J. Hunter, A. Gilbert, Rev. s. c. J. 

Grime and Captains Newton and Bain. 

In July a special subscribers meeting was called 

to elect a new President as R. B. Wallace, Esq., had 

recently died and to co_nsider a set of amended rules for 

the hospital. Sixty subscribers were present and the 

discussion which followed, eventually led to much trouble 

within the hospital. To go through each rule would be 

wearysome, two rules only will be dealt with. The first 

brought forward by Dr. J. Harris, "that the Medical Board 

of the hospital shall consist of the medical staff for the 

time being and that it shall be consulted on all matters in 

connection with the medical, surgical and sanitary working 

of the hospital, together with the ordering of all drugs 

and instruments exceeding the value of £20 and in the 

selection of the Medical Superintendent. This amended rule 

was strange to say twice put to the meeting before it was 

passed by 25 to 19 votes. 

The second contentious rule put forward by the 

committee was that the Medical Superintendent shall have 

charge of the patients in conjunction with the honorary 

medical officers and the treatment of all out-patients in 

conjunction with the medical officer of the week and in the 

event of a difference arising between the honorary medical 

officers and the medical superintendent as to the treatment 

of any patient a consultation of the whole staff shall be 

t (unless 1· t immediately summoned pending which the treatmen 

involves operative measures), presented by the honorary 

medical officers shall be carried out. He shall make a 

special report to the committee of management on every 

patient who may have been two months in the hospital and any 
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case considered incurable by the medical staff and any 

instance of misconduct on the part of the patients. Dr. 

Harris moved certain alterations in the proposed new rule, 

Dr. Eames seconded the furtbe r amendment. A lengthy 

discussion took place on the proposed rule all the members 

of the medical staff opposed it. 

Mr. Lyne said that the general committee had 

strong reasons for bringing this rule into force and thought 

the subscribers should be enlightened on the subject by the 

man who brought it up in the committee. The chairman said 

they could not compel that person to make a statement. 

Mr. T. Brooks supported the motion and made certain 

allegations against members of the Honorary Medical Staff 

which were of a very serious nature. Mr. H.J. Brown said 

that as such a serious charge had been publicly made an 

enquiry should be held in the interests of the institution 

ani the results made public. Mr. Timbrell also enlarged on 

that aspect of the case citing several examples of patient 

neglect. 

Dr.Doyle the Medical Superintendent, spoke at 

length supportung the new rule. He also gave examples on 

incompetence on the part of some members of the Honorary 

Medical Staff, and then made a most serious charge against 

one of the medical staff, whose name he would not divulge 

and concluded by saying he would be willing to prove what 

he said to any committee of investigation. The statements 

produced the most profound sensation and as the hour was 

late the meeting was adjourned until the 3rd August. On 

that date Mr. Hall proposed that amendments as outlined at 

the last meeting be passed. This was seconded by Captain 

Newton and on being put to the meeting was passed. Mr. C. 

H. Hannell was elected President. As an outcome of the 

general meeting of the 25th July there appeared three days 

later in the Press a notice directed to the Committee of 
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the Newcastle Hospital and signed by the eight members of 

the Honorary Medical Staff asking that there be a full 

public enquiry into the charges made against them by the 

Medical Superintendent offering also their willingness to 

meet the committee to arrange all details of the enquiry. 

Eventually on October 8th, 1892 a deputation consisting of 

two medicos and two committee men waited on Sir George Dibbs, 

the Colonial Secretary, also present being Dr. Manning the 

Government Medical Advisor. Mr. Hannell led the deputation 

and very fairly put the case. The Premier refused a Royal 

Commission, as it was too costly. "I will not appoint a 

Royal Commission to enquire into the matter. The Hospital 

is managed by a committee of able men and it is for them to 

settle it. Dr. Doyle is, you say, your paid servant and my 

suggestion is that Dr. Doyle should be called upon by you 

to substantiate his charges without any indemnity. If he 

declines to do so, it is the duty of the Committee to remove 

him. As far as an indemnity is concerned for a man to make 

wild charges and is not prepared to state them publicly 

without being indemnified, no one could expect the honorary 

medical staff to put up with that. If it is reported to us 

that the patients are suffering in any way on account of 

this dispute we will step in, in a way that will rather 

surprise you. We will stop your subsidy. 11 The deputation 

then withdrew. When the six other members of the honorary 

medical staff were informed by Dr. Treloar and Dr. Smith of 

the result of the visit to Sydney they each forwarded a 

letter of resignation to the Hospital Committee. The 

committee then wrote to the other medical officers in the 

district namely Drs. Ferguson, Harwood, H. Ludlow, Clarke, 

Davis, Harding and Elliott asking them would they become 

honoraries in the place of those medical officers who resigned. 

Two of the medicos written to, namely Drs. Ferguson and 

Harding were willing to act. The Committee then wrote to 

Dr. Doyle asking him to at once formulate charges against 
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the late honorary medical staff and this was done at a 

Committee meeting on 17th October 1892. The press was 

excluded and the charges were made against Drs. Eames, 

Beeston, Ludlow and Nash. A meeting was then called at 

which the medical officers were called on to answer Dr. 

Doyle's charges, they attended with legal advisors, but 

the committee had decided that the meeting was a privileged 

one, the press and the solicitors were called on to retire. 

The medical officers concerned refused to make statements 

unless advised by their legal representatives and so they 

al$> retired firstly having been informed that , the charges 

against them would be proceeded with even in their absence. 

"The enquiry was then commenced and after hearing the 

evidence brought forward by the Medical Superintendent and 

others, your committee decided that the various statements 

regarding these several cases were fully warranted." 

c. H. Hannell, President. 

In November the committee members were faced with 

another enquiry brought by a patient E. B. Hutchinson against 

Dr. Doyle and Nurse Titcombe. This enquiry was fully 

ventilated in the Press 1.11.1892. 

Many acrimonious statements were made by the 

plaintiff and his witnesses about the hospital conditions 

and treatment by Dr. Doyle and Nurse Titcombe. Finally on 

the motion of Mr. Timbrell seconded by Mr. Hall, "that we, 

the committee are of the unanimous opinion, after inquiring 

into the statements, that the charges made by Mr. Hutchinson 

have no foundations whatever." 

It is only interesting to us as a record of 

nursing staff employed at the hospital on that date. Mr. 

Brooks presided and there were present R. Hall, F. Alcock, 

W. Timbrell, H. w. Finch, the secretary (W. H. Moulton) and 

Dr. Martin Doyle (the Medical Superintendent). Also present 

at the enquiry were the Matron, Miss Piguenit - Senior 

Nurse, Miss Titcombe and Nurses Hamilton, Selby and Campbell. 
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The Honorary Medical Officers who gave eVidence were 

Dr. J. Harris, Dr. G. F. Smith, Dr. Treloar, and the 

Medical Superintendent. Two other members of the staff 

did not give evidence namely Nurse Howard and Nurse Nelson 

and Dr. Doyle. Many letters appeared in the Press 
' 

following the result of the enquiry, the Revd. Archibald 

Shaw of the Parsonage, Waratah, and the Revd. A. c. Hirst, 

st. Peters, Hamilton, wrote eulogistic letters. They both 

stated how pleased they were to testify to the splendid 

loving treatment given at all times to the inmates of the 

hospital by the staff and congratulated the committee on 

their services to humanity. 

In December a letter of resignation from Dr. Doyle 

was received by the Committee asking to be relieved of his 

duties on 24.12.1892. Dr. Percival was appointed Locum 

Tenens for Dr. Doyle his salary being £1/1/- per day, he 

took over on 23/12/1892. 

In October, 1891 all was not well with the sanita

tion of this city. The Medical Superintendent addressed a 

letter to the Chairman of the Committee of Management in 

which he stated that "I have had occasion during the week 

to call the attention of individual members of the Committee 

to the foul smells emanating from the rubbish heap behind 

the Hospital. There are certain barometric changes and 

certain winds which flood the hospital and its precents 

with these foul smelling odours - I myself have seen 

decaying vegetable matter left sweltering and putrifying 

in the sun for days and it is only since attention has been 

called to the matter that a covering of soil has been spread 

over the heap. On Saturday morning last at 3.35 a.m. I saw 

night soil deposited in a pit about four or five feet deep -

close to the farther extremity of the dust and rubbish heap. 

Since the earth has been spread on the heap the smell has 

greatly diminished." This nuisance was stopped after much 
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argument and threats of legal action had taken place 

betwe·en the hospital committee - the Police and the 

Civic authorities. 

The 18th May saw the culmination of many years of 

work when the final and finished plans of the extensions 

and additions to the Newcastle Hospital were laid on the 

table for all to see. 

This month too saw an addition to the funds of 

the hospital by £32/-/-. Mr. H. James an ex-patient 

forwarded £5/-/- the proceeds of a concert held at Belmont 

and Captain Voisin in charge of one of the largest sailing 

ships in the world the "France" then in the port of Newcastle 

sent in £27/-/- being the proceeds from visitors to his ship. 

"Captain Voisin, Ship France, Newcastle. 

Dear Sir, I have been directed by the Committee 

of this institution to convey to you their best thanks for 

the handsome sum of money handed by you to this Hospital, 

as half proceeds of money raised by admitting visitors to 

your noble ship during your stay in this Port. My Committee 

are grateful for the donation and trust you will be long 

spared to aid in the cause of relief to suffering humanity 

and they wish you a safe and speedy voyage to your next port." 

A contract was let to Messrs. Gow and Shearman, 

to paint the hospital at the rate of 10/- per day per man 

and to find all working plant, the hospital to purchase 

paint. This painting job dragged on until the Committee in 

desperation wrote to the painters stating that the balance 

of their money would be paid to another firm if the work was 

not recommenced immediately. It was found however that the 

progress payments balanced the work done but Gow and Shearman 

finally completed their job to the satisfaction of the 

Committee. 

Miss Peek, probationary nurse, commenced duties 
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24/5/1891 - salary £20/-/- per annum and i'f t· sa isfactory 
to have £5/-/- per annum uniform allowance. 

In the correspondence for 20th June 1892 came an 

application from Mr. J. D. Hamilton asking for an appoint

ment as an Honorary Dentist to the Hospital. The Board 

instructed the Secretary to reply stating that they did 

not have the power to make such an appointment. In August 

the hospital staff comprised - 1 Medical Superintendent_ 

8 Honorary Medical Officers - 1 Secretary - 1 Matron_ 

head nurse - 3 assistant nurses - 4 probationary nurses_ 

housemaid - 1 laundress - 1 cook and 1 wardsman. The new 

isolation block was commenced J. Boyle had the successful 

tender, the price being £1150/-/-. 

Dr. Doyle authorised to buy an articulated 

skeleton to the value of £8/-/- for staff teaching purposes 

and to order from England a microscope. 

In October 1891 it was decided to open the private 

ward for patients. Many times requests had been made for 

the use of this room by the Honorary Medical Officers for 

a particularly sick patient, but on each occasion the Medical 

Superintendent was forced to say no as the room was being 

used by the nursing staff as a dining room. A nurses dining 

room was erected at the rear of the building 18'9" x 15' 

and this opportunity was taken to erect a small female ward 

above it with an entrance from the female ward. This work 

was done under the supervision of F. Menkens Esq., the 

Hospital Architect by Messrs. Wooden and Frost for £300. 

So that the sound from the Nurses Dining Room would not 

penetrate to the ward above, sawdust was packed between 

the floor and ceiling. Matron Piguenit reported that 

Probationer Munro was entitled to three weeks leave of 

absence, which was granted, and "Probationer Sergeant who 

joined on the 1st inst. has not been found suitable and 

she would be leaving on 30th inst., also two other 

probationers will commence duty on the 1st July namely 
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Miss Cameron and Miss McLeod and that assistant nurse 

Spring leaves on 30th June." The matron Miss Piguenit was 

requested to order 50 yards of linen bed ticking for 

remaking mattresses. These tickings did not last very well, 

all mattresses being made of straw. In August Nurse Howard 

reported back from leave which allowed Nu~se Fairclough to 

go. The Matron stated that her stock of glazed linen for 

making shrouds was running low. Dr. Doyle asked could he 

have a wardrobe and chair for his room. Permission was 

granted for these reque sts, Mr'. Alcock to purchase the 

glazed linen and the chairman and Dr. Doyle to purchase 

the wardrobe and chair which were not to exceed £10/-/-

in all. 

From time to time requests had been made to the 

committee of management for the services of a nurse to 

attend a sick person in a private dwelling. On a number of 

occasions if the patient were a subscriber of a £1 or more 

to the hospital, the request had been granted. On 18.1.1892 

this custom was made a rule of the hospital by the following 

resolution "when the services of a nurse is required and 

always providing that one can be spared without interfering 

with the proper carrying out of the hospital work, that 

services be granted on the following terms, viz. applicant 

to pay all travelling expenses to and from the place sent 

and in addition the sum of £2/2/- per week or part of a week. 

The receipts for such a service to be divided as follows, 

£1/1/- per week to be given to the nurse on such special 

duty in addition to her usual salary, the remaining £1/1/

together with the expenses to be placed to the credit of 

the hospital funds. Application for the service of a nurse 

to be made to the Medical Superintendent. 

Nurse Newton having been ill with enteric fever 

was sent home until she felt fit to return to duty• "Ne 

salary until she resumes duty" and as Probationer Taylor 

had resigned, permission was given to the Medical 
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Superintendent to advertise for two b new pro ationary 

nurses. 

In February 1892 Probationer Cameron was promoted 

to Staff Nurse at a salary of £25/-/- plus £5/-/- per annum 

uniform allowance. Mr. Hall asked confirmation of his 

action in purchasing a quantity of Sydney stone from the 

contractor pulling down the Commercial Hotel. The stone 

cost £5/-/- in all but the cartage was to be 1/6d. per load . 

His action was approved. It was used in making a rubble 

boundary wall and for filling in underground tanks and the 

hospital yard. The average number of patients in the 

hospital was 36 for the month of March and the revenue was 

£20/14/-. Even in those days duty on drugs received into 

the country was high, for the hospital paid £71/12/7 on 

drugs to the value of £178/7/6 ordered from England and 

landed per "S.S. Valetta", this huge quantity of drugs was 

to be the cause of several committee minutes, some were 

never used and eventually dumped. The committee decided 

that when the Medical Superintendent required leave even 

for 24 hours, instructions must be supplied in writing to 

the Matron and naming members of the Honorary Medical Staff 

who had promised to attend to the duties during the absence 

of the Medical Superintendent. Hop War the Chinese Cabinet

maker was asked to make alterations to the instrument 

cabinets in the theatre. Hop War was a colourful figure 

in the early ninetys, his workshop being in a lane, off 

Watt Street on the eastern side alongside the present Royal 

Insurance Company. Dr. Doyle suggested that a record be 

kept of all leave of absence and time off duty including 

sick leave etc., of all hospital employees from the Medical 

Superintendent to the youngest servant. This was agreed 

to by the Committee who authorised the Matron to keep such 

records and that they be handed to the secretary on the 

first meeting in every month. The committee was notified 

that the Laundress Helena Tucker would leave at the end of 
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the month and that the services of Annie Branch had been 

engaged. The sum of £2/2/- was donated to the hospital 

from the Medical Society of Newcastle and asking that they 

be allowed the continued use of the Board Room for their 

meetings. An iron railing was to be erected on the verandah 

and to go the entire length of the isolation wards not to 

exceed 6/-d. per foot finished and to have three coats of 

paint. In April 1892 the wardsman asked for an increase 

in salary from 28/- to 30/- per week and "that this is to 

be the maximum salary for a wardsman in this hospital." 

The Medical Superintendent reported that Nurse Fairclough 

is again under medical treatment and that she will not be 

fit for duty for a considerable time. So the committee 

decided "That in consequence of Nurse Fairclough's ill

health she be granted leave of absence for a montli' also 

decided to suggest to her the advisability of her retiring 

from the position of Nurse in consequence of continued ill

health, the secretary to inform Nurse Fairclough of this 

decision and suggestion. Nurse Fairclough was promoted to 

Nurse in 1890 and was Second Senior Nurse in th~ hospital 

at that time. She wrote to the Committee in May asking for 

the two months leave of absence in order to recruit her 

health to which the Committee agreed and granted permission 

for her to come back on the Staff provided she could pass 

a medical examination by Drs. Doyle and Harris at the end 

of that period. 

Nurse Spring was appointed in lieu of Nurse 

Fairclough at a salary of £3G/-/- per annum. The furnishing 

of the isolation wards was proceeding, much difficulty being 

experienced in utilising the money available to its best 

advantage. With the isolation wards situated at the northern 

side of the hospital grounds it was found that during a 

southerly wind sand from the yard caused great inconvenience. 

Mr. Men.kens submitted a quote for levelling and asphalting 

this yard the cost to be £109/6/3. Mr. Brooks was authorised 



-84-

to dispose of surplus iron tanks and pumps wh· h 1.c were no 

longer of any use at the hospital. 

Page 264 minute book 26th May, 1892 is quoted 

in full. 

Mr. Brooks said that the furnishing of the Isola

tion wards was not yet completed the beds not yet having 

arrived but he called on Mr. Neve today and produced a 

telegram Mr. Neve had received, saying beds would arrive 

in Newcastle from Sydney tomorrow for certain. "From 

Medical Superintendent informing the Committee it would be 

necessary to connect Isolation wards with the main hospital 

by telephone and electric bell, also it was necessary to 

provide certain instruments specially for Isolation wards 

also it is necessary to procure an improved style of 

operating table and reporting that balance of drugs and 

microscope had arrived and asking that letter be sent to 

Dr. Galloway thanking him for purchasing and selecting the 

microscope." 

"The Committee decided that secretary acknowledge 

receipts of donation of £2/2/- from the Railway Department 

and also send best thanks of Committee to Dr. Galloway for 

his kindness in selecting microscope, also that Mr. Brooks, 

Mr. Menkens and the Medical Superintendent arrange for 

connection of Isolation wards with the hospital by telephone 

or other approved method." 

Decided that the Medical Superintendent purchase 

the necessary instruments for use in Isolation wards and 

also that the Medical Superintendent and Mr. Brooks arrange 

for purchase of improved type of operating table. The 

committee decided "that on no account is the microscope 

recently purchased to leave the hospital". The operating 

table was eventually purchased, Sir Frede. Treves selecting 

it in England. The cost without freight or insurance was 

£35/-/-. 
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In June 1892 is the record that the members of 

the Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, Hamilton, were granted 

permission to visit the hospital on Saturdays between 2 and 

3.30 p.m. This privilege was also extended to other 

religious bodies and that the Secretary was instructed to 

have the notice board amended to include that special 

visiting time. 

Matron asked for ten days leave of absence to 

visit her sick mother. This was granted, Nurse Titcombe to 

be in charge of the hospital during Matron's absence. The 

sick nurse Miss Fairclough who was on leave wrote asking 

for permission to resign and asking the Committee to waive 

the few months she would have to do to complete her three 

years training and to grant her a hospital certificate. 

Both these requests were granted. Dr. Doyle reported that 

the new probationer, Miss Hamilton was physically fit and 

had commenced duties. He also stated that there were 28 

patients in the hospital. The word "pauper" crops up once 

again in the minutes when Inspector Brennan was asked who 

was responsible for the costs of the burial of pauper 

Ps:ltients brought in by the Police in a dying state. On 

the 11th July Matron having returned to duty, Nurse Titcombe 

was granted leave and thanked for her services during 

Matron's absence. The hospital was once again short handed 

owing to Nurse Munro's resignation and the cook having been 

discharged for drunkeness. The number of patients in the 

hospital being 29 and fees received £15/12/-. 

Dr. Stapleton wrote to the committee asking for 

some information about one of his patients, he had already 

written to Dr. Doyle without any satisfaction, but they 

wrote back saying that his letter to Dr. Doyle was written 

in such a dictatorial manner that the Medical Superintendent 

was justified in not replying. In August 1892 Nurse Cameron 

went on one month's leave and in October the secretary was 

asked to write to Mr. Greaves at the Gas Company asking him 
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will he donate the proceeds of the football match on Saturday 

next to the hospital funds. The Rugby Union donated half 

the proceeds of the match to the hospital which benefited 

by £12/2/-, thedonation being placed in the names of 

President, Treasurer and Secretary of the hospital who then 

each became eligible to recommend one patient to be admitted 

to the hospital and as the Government subsidised the donation, 

the hospital benefited to the extent of £25/-/-. In 

September Nurse Howard went on holidays1and the Medical 

Superintendent was granted leave too, he supplying a written 

guarantee that his work would be carried out by the Honorary 

Medical Staff. This work was carried out on this particular 

occasion by Drs. Harris and Nickson. Miss Wilhelamina 

Nelson came on the staff as a Probationary Nurse. 

The Hospital Sunday collection cheque amounted to 

£52/17/8. 

Architect 

October 7th 1891, Frede. B. Menkens, Esq., 

Newcastle (page 471) 

Sir, The general committee at their meeting last evening 

decided to erect at once the isolation wards, etc., as per 

plans placed before the meeting last night and further 

decided to accept the tender of Mr. T. Boyle for the 

carrying out of the work at the sum of £1150. Will you 

please issue the necessary orders to have the work commenced 

at once, I return you the plans and specifications of the 

work, Yours faithfully, w. H. Moulton, Secretary. 

October 13 1891 - Typical memorandum from the 

secretary to Medical Superintendent (page 479) 

Memo for Medical Superintendent: 

Committee gave permission to Newcastle Medical Society to 

].·n Board - No shelves are to be place a moveable bookcase 

erected and the walls must not be touched. 

Extract from your report re bad smell from rubbish heap at 

t t th Mayor and he has been rear of hospital has been sen o e 
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referred to you for further information if he requires any. 

Mr. Menkens to attend to moving of clothes props and to 

prepare estimate of cost of closing in balcony on north 

side of Hannell wing at rear of hospital. 

Matron granted permission to employ a charwoman one day per 

week for scrubbing. 

w. H. Moulton, Secretary. 
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In December 1892 the Committee of Management had 

the choice of two medical gentlemen to act temporarily 

whilst Dr. Doyle was on leave prior to his retirement as 

Medical Superintendent. They were Dr. Roth and Dr. Percival. 

They chose the latter at a salary of £1/1/- per day. Dr. 

Percival took over duties from Dr. Doyle on December 23rd. 

Christmas dinner for patients and staff was as usual on very 

generous lines, the Mayor supplying £5/-/- toward the cost 

and many citizens send goods or money to defray the cost of 

the good food supplied. Dr. Percival was with the Hospital 

just one month when Dr. Cribb of Raymond Terrace was 

appointed Superintendent. At the end of January 1893 there 

were forty-one patients in the hospital and the money 

received for that month amounted to £174/14/6. 

The Newcastle Water and Sewerage Board refused 

to supply free water to the hospital, beyond thirty gallons 

per day for each patient and member of the staff. 

Instructions were given to the Matron to cease having the 

outside of the building, paths and garden watered, so that 

surplus above thirty gallons per head would be controlled 

to a minimum. Messrs. Fairfax and Roberts, Opticians, 

asked to have a representative of their firm appointed as 

an Honorary to the hospital, the Committee replied stating 

they had not the power to appoint an Optician to the hospital 

staff. 

The Glebe Miners' Lodge wrote objecting to the 

hospital employing foreign labour in its kitchen, in the 

form of a Chinese cook. The Secretary replied stating that 

as soon as an European cook could be found, the Japanese 

at present employed as a cook would be discharged. Dr. H. 

M. Doyle had commenced practice of his profession in 

Newcastle , he was appointed as an Honorary Medical Officer 

of the Hospital. This appointment caused the resignation 

of those Medical Officers who had taken the places of those 

who resigned the year before. The resignations of Drs. 



-89-

Smith, Harris, H.B. Ludlow, v. E. Ludlow and Nash were 

accepted with regret. This left the hospital very short 

of Medical Officers, there being Dr. Cribb Dr H M D , ••• oyle , 

Dr. Ferguson and Dr. Perkins to carry on. Probationer 

Hamilton resigned and her place was taken by Probationer 

Minnie Baynton. 

February 1893 was a poor month for cash, only 

£69/15/- was received though the average was forty-one 

patients in the hospital. 

It was ascertained that the final cost for the 

isolation wards, namely £2,000/-/- was just double the 

expected amount. The figures were disclosed in a letter 

to the Principal Under Secretary asking for additional 

moneys to institute extra building reforms. The nurses 

were very much overcrowded and extra space was required 

so that patients could have more room. The Superintendent 

and Matron were asked to institute the strictest economy 

as through the trade recession, it was expected that many 

subscribers would not continue to donate this year. 

Already this month, though the number of patients was 

thirty-eight, the cast received was only £28/13/6. 

March 1893 saw a red letter day for Wallsend, 

the Wallsend District Hospital was opened and a cordial 

invitation extended by Dr. Nash to all Newcastle Committee 

Members to attend the opening. The Secretary replied 

"thanking Dr. Nash for the invitation and to say that those 

of the Committee who can make it convenient will be pleased 

to avail themselves of the invitation". The heavy rains 

and gale force winds of this particular year, are well 

known to all and the hospital with many other buildings 

suffered severe damage. The Committee urged Mr. Menk.ins, 

the Architect, to do all in his power to prevent a recurrence 

by repairing and strengthening the buildings. Tenders were 

called and for several months this work was carried out. 

Despite the months takings being only £6/15/- an air bed to 
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cost £2/2/- was recommendes as was a truss to cost not 

more than £1/-/-. 

Nurse Spring was granted one months leave of abse nee. 

One patient who had been an inmate for seventy

five days, was a member of Dudley Miners' Lodge. The 

Secretary heard that a levy was being taken for his benefit 

so the President, Mr. Brooks accompanied by Mr. Alcock 

waited on the patient and asked him to pay some portion of 

his account;. The Board members were . concerned to receive 

a letter from Dr.Cribb complaining of some insulting words 

used by Dr. Doyle to him, in the presence of other medical 

gentlemen. This charge was again made at the following 

Committee meeting, when it was decided to lay the information 

before the General Committee. The Secretary was asked to 

notify all ship owners, that as the costs of the hospital 

had risen, in future any seamen admitted would be charged 

at the rate of 4/- per day. 

It was decided that the Committee of Management 

having received further complaints from the Medical 

Superintendent against Dr. Doyle they deem it advisable 

to thoroughly investigate all matters connected with the 

hospital and the enquiry will commence on Tuesday the 18th 

Inst. at 7.3op.m., all evidence to be reported by the 

shorthand writer, Dr. Doyle to be invited to attend. It 

was decided to have in attendance, Dr. Cribb, Dr. Doyle, 

and the Matron and Nurses Cameron, Howard and Probationer 

Nelson and Nurse Newton. The Members of the Committee of 

Management were w. Brooks, Chairman - and Messrs. Finch, 

Lyne, McMichael and Sharp. The questions were many and 

varied, they ranged from ordinary hospital procedures, to 

methods used by past and present Superintendents. To the 

conduct of Staff under all conditions. The procedure 

involved in setting up for an operation, who should give 

instructions to the nurses, the Honorary Staff or the 

Superintendent only. 

.;""-~-··----+--

Who is responsible for the hospital 

<> +-11t.11rP. nrobationer be allowed to 
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commence her career as a nurse on the medical certificate 

of the Medical Superintendent only. The question cropped 

up - should a nurse be allowed to dispense medicines and 

should Honorary Medical Officers visit the hospital regularly 

just as the midday meal was being served by the nurses 

causing the meal to become cold for the patients. Should 

nurses be asked to pluck poultry for the patients or to 

kill and dress pigeons. The meeting was adjourned until 

Monday 24.4.1893. On that date Dr. Harris was the first 

witness to be examined. He was asked by the President why 

he attended the hospital and saw a patient, though he had 

resigned. Dr. Harris stated that he had asked the Medical 

Superintendent couldhe visit a patient of very special 

interest to him and the medical profession generally. He 

regretted if he gave offence to any member of the Honorary 

Staff, but would do a lot to see another similar case. 

When asked who was responsible for dressings, he was very 

definite in his views that the Honorary Medical Officer was 

responsible for his own dressings. If he delegated that 

duty to the Medical Superintendent, the Honorary Medical 

Officer was still responsible for the dressing. He also 

stated that at present there was twenty years supply of drugs 

in the hospital. That the bulk of them will be wasted as 

they must deteriorate. Dr. Hester was also examined. The 

end result of the enquiry was a tightened control of the 

hospital by the Medical Superintendent, Dr. Cribb and the 

suspension of Dr. Doyle as an Honorary Medical Officer for 

the balance of the term for which he was elected. 

The Secretary had the unpleasant task of conveying 

to Dr. Doyle by letter dated 28.4.1893 the recommendation 

of the Committee of Management. 

Echoes of the temporary failure of the Australian 

Joint Stock Bank are noticed when the Secretary reported 

that he had arranged for an overdraft with the Bank of New 

South Wales pending the reopening of the A.J.S. Bank. 
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Yet another enquiry was d commence following a 

complaint by a committee man, w. Timbrell, about the 

treatment his wife had received at the hands of the staff . 

Much evidence was given by Dr. Cribb, Nurse Newton, Matron 

Piguenit, Nurse Nelson and several patients. EVidence 

given at an earlier enquiry bearing on the present enquiry 

by Dr. Doyle, who was not asked to attend , was read by the 

President and admitted. The questions asked by the 

President and W. Timbrell were most searching, and further 

cleared the air for more efficient running of the hospital. 

The following resolution was adopted - "That the charges 

were thoroughly investigated and all the witnesses whose 

evidence had any bearing on the case were examined and it 

was unanimously agreed that as far as Mrs. Timbrell's case 

was concerned she had received constant and exceptional 

treatment in the hospital as well as careful attention from 

the nurses. Her diet was small owing to it being so ordered 

by the Doctor in attendance. The committee regret that any 

complaints should have been made about the scarcity of ice 

but that is explained owing to the ice works having stopped 

for a couple of days. The complaint with reference to the 

chicken not reaching Mrs. Timbrell in the way of broth was 

explained by the Matron and accepted by Mr. Timbrell. Under 

the circumstances the Committee thank Mr. Timbrell for 

bringing the matter forward for public investigation but 

at the same time they think Mrs. Timbrell received every 

consideration, not only in her attendance but in the fact 

that visitors were allowed to see her at all hours although 

contrary to the Regulations of the Hospital and tba t no 

blame is attached to any member of the Staff." 

On Friday 12th May 1893, Dr. Kane wrote offering 

his services as an Honorary Medical Officer. This offer 

was accepted. Dr. Harris was admitted to the meeting and 

he informed the Committee that he had arranged with Drs. 

H . Eames, Hester, v. Ludlow, H. Ludlow arris, Beeston, Nickson, 
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Kane, Treloar, W. Clarke, Smith, Harwood, Perkins and 

Ferguson to ca:rry on the work of the hospital until the 

next annual election of officers. Number of patients in 

the hospital thirty-three. 

In May 1893 the Principal Under Secretary, in a 

letter, informed the Committee that a subsidy to the amount 

of £628/9/6 had been paid into the Bank of New South Wales 

to the credit of the hospital. This windfall brought much 

satisfaction as the month's takings only amounted to £4/10/-, 

Newcastle then being in the throes of a trade recession. 

The number of patients was thirty-five. Miss. Ellen Blakeley 

applied for the position as Probationary Nurse having passed 

her physical examination conducted by Drs. Harris and 

Cribb. The Honorary Medical Officers fourteen in number 

decided to meet every Wednesday at 3 p.m. for general 

consultation. Probationary Nurse Buchanan was appointed a 

Staff Nurse at a salary of £25/-/- per annum. The Committee 

decided that in future no increases in salary are to be 

given to the Nursing Staff, until the report is received 

from the Medical Superintendent, certifying that the 

applicant is worthy of the increase. In June Miss Beatrice 

Pilcher was appointed a probationary nurse, salary £20/-/-

per annum. Dr. Cribb advised the Committee that Nurse 

Howard's salary should be increased to £35/-/- per annum 

and that Nurse Cameron should be likewise rewarded by an 

increase to £30/-/- per annum. The Secretary of the 

Telegraph Service informed the hospital that in future a 

charge of £3/-/- per annum would be made for telephone 

maintenance. From the Medical Superintendent to the Committee 

that Patient Parlatti found to be a malingerer, the Committee 

decided to allow the matter to rest in abeyance as the 

patient had now left the hospital. The new operating table 

ordered last yea:r had arrived and was in use. 

The Principal of the Wickham Superior Public 

. at the entertain~ School, Mr. Herlihy, wrote offering to repe 
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ment of Ali Baba on June 22nd and to divide the funds 

between the Hospital and Wickham School of Arts . The 

Secretary to write to various teachers of schools to 

advertise the show and to endeavour to arrange for fire 

brigades to give a torch light procession on the night of 

the concert. 

"Annie Branch the housemaid applying for leave 

of absence for one week to visit her children and saying 

Maggie Scott, late housemaid, would attend to her duties 

at the hospital and she, Annie Branch would pay her wages 

to the acting housemaid. Leave was granted subject to the 

approval of the Matron. 11 

From Dr. Cribb applying for leaveof absence for 

twenty-four hours and stating that Drs. Beeston, Eames 

and Nickson were prepared to carry out his duties. The 

Committee granted leave subject to Dr. Cribb complying 

with the usual conditions viz. to hand to the Committee a 

letter from Drs. Harris and Eames saying they will attend 

to the duties and give notice in writing to the Matron that 

Drs. Harris and Eames are acting for him and to state to 

Matron the duration of his absence. 

The entertainment Ali Baba brought in £12/10/- to 

the hospital which when subsidised meant £25/-/-, quite a 

considerable amount when the month's takings amounted to 

£3/6/- and the number of patients in hospital being thirty

two. 

The Honorary Medical B9ard met in Consultation 

over a patient named Singleton and decided that his illness 

was incurable and the ref ore unfit for this hospital• They 

wished however to point out to the Committee, that the 

patient might die at any moment through excitement or 

t · t from exertion. That should he die as a result of ransi 

the hospital, the Committee would not be guiltless for his 

move from the hospital. illhe Medical Superintendent was 
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instructed to order only Dunvilles Whiskey in future when 

more spirits are required. 

In August Nurse Cameron asked for one month's 

leave of absence and Probationer Nelson resigned her 

position. 

Dr. Cribb sought special information from the 

Committee "as to whether Champagne and Port Wine is to be 

purchased for patients, as one of the Honorary Medical 

Officers had ordered this during the week for a patient now 

deceased. 11 ,·Committee decided that Whiskey and Brandy being 

the only stimulants purchased for use at the hospital, any 

patients requiring extras such as Champagne and Port Wine 

must purchase same at their own cost or a special applica

tion to be made to the Committee of Management by the 

Medical Superintendent before supplying extras such as 

mentioned at the Hospital Cost." Nurse Nelson having been 

sick with tonsillitis, Dr. Cribb asked for confirmation of 

his act in engaging a trained nurse to help with duties. 

She was kept on as a probationer at £20/-/-. Drs. Cribb 

and Nickson stating that she was physically fit for her 

duties. 

During August a waveof measles spread over the 

district, many children being affected severely with the 

complaint, the Committee caused to be inserted in the local 

press a notice forbidding the attendance of any child under 

the age of fourteen years to the hospital as a visitor. 

Notices were also placed on the gate posts and notice board. 

The following instructions concerning the new isolation 

wards were issued to the Medical Superintendent and were 

also forwarded to each member of the Honorary Staff. 

1. Of the two wards one shall always be kept in reserve 

·t 1 that require isolating for cases occurring in hospi a 

and for diphtheria cases. 

2. The- o.ther ward shall be open for the reception of any 

infections or contagious cases that may be sent into 
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In the case of one ward being already 1·n use no case 
shall be admitted tothe second ward from outside except 

those of extreme urgency requiring special treatment. 

4. In view of the limited acc9mmodation it is advisable 

for members of the Honorary Staff to ascertain whether 

the wards are occupied before sending infectious 

or contagious cases in for admission. 

The Newcastle Gas & Coke Coy. donated two barrels 

of tar to seal the asphalt yard of the hospital. The 

Committee wrote to Dr. Nickson asking him to notify the 

fourteen medical men who objected to the hospital treating 

seamen from the ships in port to gather at the hospital, so 

that a discussion could take place, to settle the terms of 

treatment for these seamen. This discussion did take place, 

to settle the terms of treatment for these seamen, who were 

actually employed on ships and not unemployed. The Committee 

made it quite plain to the Medical gentlemen, that at all 

times the doors of the hospital were open to treat the 

needy sick. The Benevolent Asylum unloaded on the hospital 

two elderly gentlemen, one aged seventy-one and the other 

seventy-eight. They were not acutely sick but were 

suffering from senile decay. The Hospital Secretary was 

able to have them sent to Pararnatta Asylum per Steamer. 

TheCommittee made it quite plain in a letter to the 

Benevolent Asylum that the hospital was not a dumping 

ground but a sanctuary where the sick only were attended. 

Nurse Spring asked for three days leave to see her sick 

mother with ithe privilege of extending the leave to a week 

if her mother proved to be worse than anticipated. 

t PatJ_·ents and the cash September 1893 averaged twen y-seven 

received £19/18/6. Nurse Howard was allowed annual leave. 

Dr. J.B. Nash of Wallsend wrote asking for 

particulars of Ambulance Waggon used by the hospital. Mr. 

Menkens the Architect was bluntly asked by the Committee 

to be built "a Sumph" in the 
the reason why he bad caused 
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hospital yard - that this "Sumph" was a nuisance and that 

as they had not given any authority to have it built, the 

sooner he had this 

and they certainly 

authorise. 

unauthorised nuisance removed the better 

decline to pay for work they did not 

It was decided, that the Medical Superintendent 

is not to allow any work to be entered upon at the Hospital 
without production to him of a written order from the 
Chairman or Secretary and next meeting 22.9.1893, the 

motion relating to non-payment of cost of sumph, was 

rescinded. 

The Architect being present, he explained why the 

work was necessary and why it was done. The Committee 

however instructed him to have the work returned to its 

former condition. 

Nurse Spring reported as being in ward sick for 

seven days. 

Mr. c. Fawcett presented a fountain to the hospital. 

Committee decided to accept this gift and to have same 

connected in the rockery, at a cost of £2/10/-. The 

finances of the hospital were going from bad to worse and 

an economy lead was given by Dr. Cribb and Miss Piguenit. 

Dr. Cribb offered as a donation his salary for two months 

of the year 1894. Miss Piguenit to same effect. The 

Secretary donated £10/-/-. The Committee thanked these 

members of the staff. The Committee then passed the 

following motion "That from 1st January 1894 a reduction 

of ten per cent to be made in all salaries and wages payable 

to hospital staff with the exception of Medical Superintendent, 

Matron and Secretary." The Secretary reported that the 

Council was at l ast connecting the hospital drains with 

the mains along the south side of the hospital lane. The 

Council to charge the hospital W1. th. the cost of this work. 

Thi t hos pl.·tal, monthly finance collected r y-four pa tients i n 

p5/ / was 1.·nstructed to inform the Medical 
~ 12 -. The Secretary 
Superintendent, Matron and Secretary that NO reduction will 
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be made in their salaries during the year 1894. The 

Committee guaranteeing this to these officers. Hospital 

benefited by £50/13/5 as a result of the Hospital Sunday 

demonstrations, just as well for other cash received only 

amounted to £5/-/-. It was decided to cause the fountain 

to play during visiting hours each visiting day. 

October brought a consultation between the Medical 

Superintendent and the Honorary Officers relative to a 

patient who had been in the hospital 196 days. It was 

decided that the patient was not fit to be moved from the 

hospital as yet. November, brought a letter from Dr . Doyle 

giving notice that at the next General Meeting he would 

move amendments to some of the existing rules and regula

tions. The Medical Superintendent requested that the piano 

in the Nurses Dining Room be tuned. Nurse Buchanan gave 

notice that it was her intention to resign at the end of 

the year. The new probationary nurse was Miss Louie 

Stewart. 

The Superintendent stated that as a couch was 

needed for out-patients examinations, he had one to sell 

for £2/-/-. TheCommittee inspected same and said they would 

but it for that sum provided Dr. Cribb had it put in order. 

The measles epidemic being over the Secretary was asked to 

take down any notices preventing children under fourteen 

years from attending the hospital. 

In December Nurse Spring was sent to Wallsend 

Hospital to nurse a special case there. Miss Anderson 

h 11 fl·t by Drs. Harris and Cribb aving beenfound physica y 

t . The Secretary asked came on the staff as a Proba ioner. 

to circularise all those people who donated gifts last 

year at Christmas time, asking them would they oblige 

once more with help! The Mayor, A. F. Moore, Esq., had 

been written to on several occasions asking for the usual 

been l·nstituted in the 1860's. mayoral donation which had 

Complaint was lodge~ against At the first meeting in 1894, a 
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Dr. Cribb and the Wardsman by the s ecretary of the Miners' 

Lodge Dudley on behalf of an ex-patient named s. Rundell . 

The enquiry took place in the Board Room on Wednesday 

January 17th 1894. Mr. Brooks was Chairman, the other 

members present were Messrs. Lyne, McMichael and Sharp. 

Dr. Cribb handed in his report together With statements 

made by Drs. Harris and Ferguson, which were read by Mr . 

Sharp. The following witnesses were called, Wardsman 

Linskey, Nurse Cameron and Nurse Howard. They were 

examined by the President, Mr. Brooks and the other 

members of the Committee present. The result of the 

enquiry was "that there was no neglect on the part of the 

Staff." It is interesting to note that "he was not washed 

with a bar of yellow soap but that the soap was rubbed on 

a flannel and then dipped in a bucket of warm water." "He 

was a miner very dirty with coal dust, he spat all over 

the floor. 11 Nurse Howard "He did not show any signs of 

agony and only complained of pains in the stomach. I saw 

confectionery brought him he ate a large quantity of it. 

He was a very hysterical man - more like a woman than a 

man. 11 It would appear that these two most experienced 

nurses had not a wonderful opinion of their own sex in its 

relation to hysteria. 

w. H. Moulton the Secretary notified through the 

Press on 9.2.1894 that the following gentlemen had been 

elected as a general committee, Newton H. Capt., Sharp, W. B, 

Burke, J., Brooks, Thomas, Hay, J., McMichael, D., Finch, 

H.W., Lochhead, w. K., Lee, H.W., Bewick, G. Junr., 

G 1 R. A., Grime, Revd. s., Hyde, J.M., raham, E.C., Wal ace, 

Reid, W.A., Upfold, c., Scholey, J., Alcock, F., Fenwick, 

A R M The Scrutineers were D. J • McLean, David • , ooke, J. • 

Miller and John Allan . 

After the Committee settled down Tenders were 
year, all supplies 

called for supplies and services for one 

to be of best quality! 
Bread and Flour, Burials (Hearse J 

< 
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Extract from "Newcastle Morning Herald" dated 

31st January, 1900. 

The Annual general meeting of contributors 

to the Newcastle Hospital was held in t he: lecture hall 

of the School of Arts last evening. The chair was 

occupied by the president, Mr. c. H. Hannell, and there 

was a fair attendance of contributors. 

The committee in submitting their report 

congratulated the members upon the continued success of 

the hospital in ita-,humane ministrations in the allevia

tions of the sufferings of the sick poor. At the 

instance of the present government Parliament had voted 

the sum of £6,000 from the loan estimates for the year 

1899- 1900 as the first installment towards the erection 

of a proposed new hospital. The members of Parliament 

for Newcastle and Maitland districts were thanked for 

advocating the claims of the institution for parliamen

tary assistance. Thanks were also tendered the Govern

ment Architect, Mr. w. L. Vernon, for the assistance 

he gave in deciding the competition for the designs. 

The buildings and grounds had been maintained in good 

order and condition throughout the year, but the outside 

required painting and renovating. In view of the 

additions, however, it had been considered inadvisable 

to make any expenditure in that direction. The members 

of the honorary medical staff were thanked for the time, 

skill and attention they had devoted to the patients 

during the year. Referring to the departure from this 

district of Drs. V. E. Ludlow and J. W. Hester, members 

of the retiring honorary staff, the committee regretted 

the loss sustained by their retirement after 11 and 10 

years respectively of continuous service on the honorary 

medical staff of the hospital. Dr. N. J. Dunlop 

severed his connection with the hospital by resigning 

· · · t d" 1 superintendent on from the position of residen me ica 

the 31st December, 1899. During his term of office, _J 
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viz. 2 years, 2 months, Dr. Dunlop performed his duty 

with marked ability. Dr c s w·11 • • • i is, his successor 
' 

entered upon duties of the position on 1st J anuary, 1900. 

The Matron, Miss J. Walsh, continued to discharge the 

duties of her office with great ability, and the 

efficiency of the nursing staff was mainly due to her 

zealous care and attention in the supervising of the 

training of the nurses. The nurses in all grades under 

training have displayed diligence and attention in 

attaining a knowledge of their profession and have 

proved themselves trustworthy and energetic in the 

discharge of their arduous duties. The United Friendly 

Societies' Association held its annual hospital Saturday 

on the 18th November and the sum of £88. 9. 4 had been 

received from this source as a half share of the net 

proceeds. Despite the committee's repeated representa

tions that the methods of distributing the proceeds of 

these collections as far as the hospital's share is 

concerned is not satisfactory, insomuch as the hospital, 

influencing the great bulk of contributions on hospital 

Saturday, should in consequence be awarded a share more 

commensurate with a proportion it represents in the 

total amount obtained, the management s houl d make no 

change in distributions of the funds. The committee 

were very grateful to the Friendly Societies' Association 

and the ladies and gentlemen who so ably assisted for 

the amount received, and deeply appreciated the .efforts 

put forth in the past in raising funds for the institu

tion by means of the hospital Sunday and subsequently 

hospital Saturday collections; but it is considered 

that the time has arrived when the hospital Saturday 

should be devoted to its legitimate object in Newcastle, 

as in all other large centres of England and the colonies, 

viz. to the benefit solely of the hospital for the sick 
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poor. It is therefore recommended that in future the 

committee of the hospital will endeavour to organise 

and manage an annual hospital Saturday in aid of the 

funds of the instituti·on. Th e annual entertainment 

organised by the president, Mr. c. H. Hannell, resulted 

in the sum of £165.14. 6 being received as the net 

proceeds, which was further augmented by a sum of 

£34. 7. 6 received as donations from sympathisers with 

the object in view. The president was also instrumental 

in further increasing the income of the year by the sum 

of £110. 7. 0 as a half share of the net amount taken 

on board the S.S. Medic on the occasion of that vessel 

being thrown open to public inspection. 

The arrangements of the matter were conducted 

by the president to whom most cordial thanks are due for 

these further proofs of his untiring efforts in the 

interests of the institution. During the year two 

legacies had been received in augmentation of the 

funds. The sum of £36. 4. 2 bequeathed by the late Mr. 

Thomas Rowe received per Messrs. E. R. Hudson and G. 

Burnage executors, and £60 from the estate of the late 

Mrs. Margaret Robinson of Merewether received per 

Messrs. John Higgons and Samuel Boon executors. Mr. 

David Cohen of London and Mr. James Hewet of this city 

having subscribed £25 and £20 respectively in one sum 

to the funds of the institution have been appointed 

life members in accordance with the rules. The Newcastle 

district defence forces contributed the sum of £13 . 8. 6 

from their Easter encampment allowance; the members 

of the Pansy Social club forwarded £7.13 . 4 raised by 

means of a moonlight excursion; the Rev . J. W. Collier 

£3. 6. 0 proceeds of a lecture on Samoa; His Worship 

the Mayor of Newcastle , Ald. Alfred Timbury, donated 

£3. 3. o, and Messrs . Thomas Bros. towards providing 
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Christmas cheer for the inmates. Hearty thanks are 

also accorded to all ladies and gentlemen who so 

generously contributed gifts towards furnishing the 

patients with entertainment during the Christmas season. 

The finance committee reported as follows. 

The income for the past-_)ear amounted to £3,657.13. 6, 

contributed from the following sources - subscriptions 

and donations £1,168.17.0, fees of patients £898. 4. 3, 

government subsidy £869. 1. 6, special grant from 

government towards recouping expenditure on repairs to 

the roof caused by damages sustained in heavy gales in 

May 1898 £349.19.10, government maintenance of destitute 

seaborne patients from July 1898 to September 1899 

£362. 1. 8, interest on permanent subscribers' fund 

£3. 4. 9, miscellaneous receipts £6. 4. 6. In addition 

thereto £21.10.0 was withdravm from fixed deposit which 

with £480. 9. 7 the balance carried over from the 

previous year, gave a total of £4,159.12. 7 as funds 

available for current expenditure. The expenditure on 

ordinary maintenance for the institution for the year 

amounted to £2,978.15.10 and £305.10. 4 has been spent 

on services other than maintenance, the total being 

£3284. 6. 2. Every care has been observed in keeping 

the expenditure within reasonable limits consistent 

with the efficiency of the institution and the best 

interests of the patient. The income has exceeded the 

expenditure by £373. 7. 4 . The extension of the 

accommodation will be accompanied by an unavoidable 

increase of working expenses, to meet which the 

committee appealed to subscribers and public generally 

for more generous pecuniary aid. The calls on the 

resources of the hospital are increasing year by year 

in keeping with the growth of the population of the 

district, and if they are to be adequately met it is 

absolutely necessary that a larger income should be 

received. 
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Medical Report. 

Dr.~. L. Beeston, honorary secretary medical 

board, reported that the sanitary condition of the 

hospital was satisfactory, but the board would welcome 

the commencement of the operating theatre and nurses 

home. The sterilising outfit which was obtained some 

months since has been in constant use and the board 

are well satisfied with the efficiency of the apparatus. 

A number of surgical instruments have been obtained 
' 

but more are still required. Nurse Hewison who died 

during the year gave· every promise of becoming an 

efficient nurse and regret was expressed at her death. 

The board anticipated a saving in the drug account 

through the introduction of the hospital pharmacopoeia. 

The medical superintendent reported as 

follows:-

Number of patients in hospital 1st January 1899, 42 , 

admitted during the year 815, total 857. Discharged: 

cured 578, relieved 129, unrelieved 32, died 76, 

remaining in hospital 31st December, 1899, 42, total 857: 

total in and outpatients treated 4 ,575, mean residence 

per patient in days 21.5, average daily resident 50.1, 

average death rate per cent of inpatients 8.8, average 

death rate per cent of inpatients who died after 48 

hours of admission 5.6, average cost per patient per 

annum £57.10. 4 , total cost of outdoor patients 

maintenance £97. 2. O, numb er of operations performed 

under anaesthetics: chloroform 251, ether 11, cocaine 

13, number of male inpatients treated 570, femaile 287, 

paying 314, non paying 543. 

·t h' privilege The president said that i was is 

to move the adoption of the report, and it gave him 

much pleasure to do so. The efforts of the committee 

had been successful, and at the instance of the present 
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government £6,000 had been placed on the loan estimates 

for the year 1899-1900, being the first instalment 

towards the erection of the proposed new hospital in 

this city. He was highly gratified and he was certain 

all would be happy to know that not only had the amount 

been passed by parliament but only that day a communi

cation from the principal under secretary stated the 

sum was now available. It would be one of the duties 

of the incoming committee to elect a building committee 

to carry into effect the nurses' home and the operating 

theatre, both of which were very much needed . The 

thanks of the subscribers were due to the government 

for their prompt action in this important matter. The 

income for the year ending 1899 amounted to £3 ,657.13. 6 

in addition to various sums received making a total of 

£4 ,1 59 .1 2. o. The expenditure for ordinary maintenance 

was £2,978.15.10. It was gratifying to know that the 

income exceeded the expenditure by £373. 7. 4. The 

total subscriptions for dramatic entertainment, half 

hospital Saturday proceeds, etc. was £1 ,168.17. O, as 

against £922. 3.11 for the year 1898. Take away about 

£400 obtained from miscellaneous sources, only £768 

remains as the total amount subscribed for 1899. He 

contended that in a large city and district this amount 

should be largely increased. The erection of the 

nurses ' home would entail additional expense. He 

strongly urged subscribers to give more than the 

proverbial £1 which qualified for voting powers etc. 

Those who now gave £1. 1. 0 let them increase their 

donation, the same to apply to others not so well off, 

but who might by practising a little self-denial be able 

to increase their donations. The quality of mercy was 

not strained, it dropped as the gentle rain from heaven. 

Money was always welcome and the committee who had 

judiciously spent what was in hand last year were to be 
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congratulated on their zeal and labours. It was pleasing 

to know that although typhoid fever was prevalent in 

the institution some time since that the medical board 

report that the sanitary condition of the hospital 

which was supposed to have had something to do with the 

typhoid was in splendid order, and found satisfactory. 

The honorary medical staff who gave their time and skill 

were entitled to their best thanks. Lastly, but not 

the least important he wished to allude to, viz. that 

the carrying out of hospital Saturday which would mean 

a veritable h~spital benefit -- a committee should be 

f ormed at once to arrange details and fix the date. He 

was certain much larger results would be obtained in 

having the Saturday for the hospital alone. At the 

same time he did not desire to detract from the charit

able work done by the friendly societies in years past, 

but there could be no denying it would be better for 

our institution to stand alone and promote hospital 

Saturday as was done in Sydney, Melbourne and other 

large centres . He had much pleasure in moving the 

adoption of the report. Applause. 

A motion for the adoption was seconded by 

Mr . G. W. Mitchell and carried. 

The election of officers was then proceeded 

with and resulted as follows: -

President, Mr . c. H. Hannell, Vice-President, Mr. Joseph 

Wood, Auditors Messrs. H. A. Graham and S. Ridgway, 

Trustees Thos. Brooks, Jo R. Hall, C.H. Hannell, G. W. 

Mitchell, Joseph Wood Snr. 

committee are as follows: -

The nominations for 

Messrs. J. n. Beeston, Thos. 

Brooks, H. M. Doyle, W. J. Ellis, A. Fenwick, W. S. < 
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Gardner, A. F. Hall , J . R. Ball , H. V. Harris , J . M. 

Hyde, A.H. James, I. Lasker, W. M. Levy, w. K. Lochhead, 

William Lyne, G. W. Mitchell , T. M. O' Neill , • B. Sharp , 

G. R. Short, William Scott, A. Timbury , w. H. Goodman, 

J. Paton and D. Miller . 
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to be supplied) Drugs in such quant1.·t1.·es as required. 

Groceries, Horse or Horses and Driver, for ambulance 

waggon when required, Meat, Milk and Eggs, Vegetables and 

Fruit. TheCommittee of Management comprised, T. Brooks_ 

Chairman, Messrs. Lee, McMichael and Newton, their first 

duty was to find out the cause of the bad smell emanating 

from the rear of the hospital. On investigation it was 

found that certain drainage pipes had not been connected 

with any outside drains so that offensive slops had been 

gathering about the end of the pipes and saturating the 

ground quite close to the hospital. Dr. J. L. Beeston 

representing the Medical Board suggested that no tenders 

be called for drugs, as there was such a huge stock, but 

as a drug ran short, tenders to be called at that time. 

The Board of Management agreed to this suggestion of Dr. 

Beeston•s. Mr. Thomas H. Ingall forwarded a cheque to the 

value of £3/10/- representing five per cent of his Saturday's 

takings. This was a most generous gesture on his part as 

that type of donation was subsidised pound for pound by the 

Government. 

Transhipping patients to Sydney via H.R.s.s. Coy., 

cost the hospital £25. 

Twenty-nine patients in hospital and the monthly 

takings £18/15/6. The tenders were opened and · the 

following accepted. Meat - Mr. c. Lauer, Bread and Flour -

Wm. Cann, Ambulance attendance - Mr. W. Neve, Milk and 

Eggs - J. Muncaster, Groceries ; - Thos. Clack, whose special 

tender for tea at 1/2d. per pound was accepted. The 

tenders for burials were to remain over until conditions 

had been drawn up and submitted to each tender. 

The Secretary of the Dudley Miners Lodge informed 

the Committee that his Lodge after reading all ~vidence in 

the recent case against Dr. Cribb were satisfied that no 

case had ever existed and that they had every confidence 

. t 1 and regretted that so much in the Newcastle Hospi a 

valuable time had been taken up and trouble caused. The 
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Secretary of the newly established Wallsend Hospital wrote 

asking how the Newcastle Nurses were supplied with uniform. 

The information was passed on. The 1 1 oca agent of the Hunter 

River Steamship CoyJ, wrote asking for an explanation as to 

why one of their sailors who had been injured on Board one 

of their vessels was refused treatment at the hospital. 

Dr. Cribb explained that the man was in employment_ had 

money in his pocket - and was not in any way desperate. 

That recently a meeting of the Honorary Medical Board had 

met the Committee and the matter had been thrashed out. 

The Committee instructed the Medical Superintendent that in 

every case of an accident, whether the case is to be an 

in-patient or an out-patient he must be treated before he 

is sent away. The case was to have repercussions. The 

patient went to Dr. Beeston who treated him and forwarded 

the account to the Hunter River Steamship Company. This 

Company forwarded the account to the hospital. The Committee 

then pass ed it on to Dr. Cribb for payment as they 

maintained he was responsible in not treating the seaman 

at the hospital. 

In April Messrs J. W. Greaves and Rogers were 

asked to make the usual audit of the hospital books. In 

May 1894 Secretary W. H. Moulton resigned his position in 

favour of A. M. Hyde, who entered into the usual guarantee 

bond to the value of £200/-/-. The President formally 

wrote to the Australian Joint Stock Bank notifying them 

that all cheques in future would be signed by A. Macartney 

Hyde as Secretary. Until this date money belonging to 

patients was kept in the hospital safe for safe keeping. 

In the safe at that date was well over £50/-/- which had 

to be constantly checked by the Secretary. A Patients Bank 

J · t Stock Bank to be Account was formed by the Australian oin 

operated upon by the Medical Superintendent and the 

Secretary. 1 to be opened as a A special register was a so 

record of patients property. A minute was also passed, 

that all patients in the private ward must pay their 
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accounts weekly and not let them wait unt1.·1 the patient is 

discharged. Accounts passed for the month were Gas £7; 1; 6 
- Elliotts drugs £8/13/9 - Herald and Miners Advicate 

£1/18/- - Newcastle Ice Company £1/7/9 - Porter (Cartage) 

£1/13/- - Muncaster eggs and milk £10/4/4 _ Cann (Bread) 

£3/5/- - Lauer (Meat) £7/3/6 - Clack (Grocerie~ £15/5/8 _ 

W. Neve (burials) and (ambulances) £10/10/-. 

A letter from Thomas Hickey, Newcastle Police, 

refusing to become guarantor for Mary Hogan who had been 

admitted as a patient. It was also reported to the 

Committee that Nurse Blakeley had returned from a private 

nursing case at the home of W. c. Young, Esq., of Fern 

Street, Islington, where she had been nursing a sick patient 

for one week, also that Annie Branch, housemaid, had been 

admitted to a ward and her place taken by Lizzie Luxman. 

Much discussion centred about the proposed nursing rules 

and regulations, a decision was not reached and it was 

proposed that the rules of Maitland Hospital and those of 

Sydney Hospital be obtained and the best points from each 

combined to suit the Committee. Stockton Colliery 

employees subscribed £26/9/6, a most generous subscription 

is the way it is described in the minutes and one which 

will be readily subsidised. At this time too Mr. Scott, 

M.P., was approached to contact Mr. Waddell in Parliament, 

with the object of obtaining a copy of his Bill, before it 

was placed before Parliament. 

As the rear of the hospital grounds were not yet 

t be Called for this work. efficiently fenced, tenders were o 

From time to time fencing of a sort had been erected but 

sand drifts and vandalism soon buried or destroyed any 

boundary lines, which allowed easy access for night 

d Scare nurses going about their night marauders to worry an 

duties. Monthly wages cheque for £76/13/2 drawn. 

Cameron went on her months In June, 1894 Nurse 

leave and Nurse Stewart, probationer, resigned from the 
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hospital. F. B. Menkens, Esq., Architect, submitted 

tenders for enclosing the rear of the hospital, but as they 

were so high the matter was deferred. The Medical 

Superintendent was instructed to inform all applicants 

for admittance to the Isolation Wards, that the charge 

would be the same as for a private ward namely 10/- per 

day, but to use his own discretion in asking for this 

difference of 7 /- in the charge for ordinary ward patients. 

Dr. Cribb also stated how unsatisfactory were the services 

rendered by the Contractor for the Ambulance Services. 

He was supposed to supply a clean driver and a horse when 

shafts were used or horses when the pole was used in the 

waggon. The hospital on a number of cases had to call on 

the livery stables run by Mr. Wells who always charged 2/6d. 

more than Mr. Neve whose contract price was 7/6d. Also 

the driver was not always clean which was not very nice 

for the Nurse who accompanied him on the trip. 

June showed a seasonal rise in expenses for 

lighting and heating. The cheques passed for payment that 

month were - Muncaster ·(milk and eggs) £10/0/2 - Lauer 

(meat) £8/2/9 - Ice 6/- - Wilson and Patey (repairs) 

£1/16/11 - Neve (burials) £3/2/- - Wells & Co., (ambulance) 

10/6d. - Stewart c.T. collecting fees representing five 

per cent £1/5/- - Gas £10/10/6 - Herald advertising 3/- -

Levy Julius & Co., (drugs) £10/18/6 - Harris and Sproule 

£1/0/6 - Elliotts Bros. £9/-/- - McClelland & Co. (surgical 

instruments) £5/18/6. Federal Printing Company (stationery 

and printing) £8/5/- - Duncan (repairs) £1/4/9 - Woodcock , 

J. (vegetables and fruit) £4/11/3 - Winn & Co. (drapery) 

£2/7/1 - Clack, J.T. (groceries) £19/0/7 - Cann, W. (bread) 

£4/1/1. The average number of patients in the hospital 

was thirty-four and the staff thirteen. Dr. Cribb reported 

that six members of one family names Scott were inmates of 

the hospital, the father a Glebe miner being the only member 

not receiving inmate attention. 
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Miss Amy Robinson of Merewether joined t he 

hospital staff as a probationer taking the place of Nurse 

Anderson who resigned. 

The 2nd July 1894 meeting, brought a letter from 

Dr. Hester asking for one month's leave of absence to recover 

from an illness, which was granted with hopes for a speedy 

recovery. 

The Water Board asked for the average number of 

inmates for the past six months so that an account could 

be submitted after subtracting the thirty gallons allowed 

per person. His letter showed that patients averaged 

thirty-five and staff thirteen per day. 

Nurse Cameron returned from leave and asked for 

an increase in salary of £6/-/- which was granted. Senior 

Nurse Howard asking for three month's leave of absence due 

to ill health. This was granted in a letter dated 10.7.1894 

which stated "without pay." Nurse Blakely was congratulated 

by the Committee on obtaining a pass of eighty-eight per 

cent in her first year examination, she was granted an 

increase of £5/-/- per annum and placed on the Junior 

Staff. Miss Ashford, an experienced nurse from Auburn, 

was placed on the Junior Staff at probationer's salary and 

Miss Simons became a probationary nurse. The storms of 

1893 had played havoc with the buildings and although 

repaired under the supervision of the Architect, the 

ceilings in several upstairs rooms collapsed and had to 

be urgently repaired. It was also decided to make a 

bathroom into a medical staff consulting room. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to the 

Secretary of the Glebe Miner's Lodge relative to the family 

of six inmates of the hospital. 27th July, 1894• 

Dear Sir, I am directed by my committee to ask you to 

reconsider your decision of May 7th last viz. not to grant 

anything toward the institution. For your information I 

may state that we had one family of six persons in this 
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hospital a total of 198 days which as ordinary paying 

patients would have returned us £29/14/- 1·n fees, i n 

addition to which we have buried the mother at a cost of 

£3/5/- and as the father of the fi've surVi ving children 

is a Glebe miner and nature of the complaint was such as 

demanded expensive treatment we trust that you will 

reconsider your former decision herein referred to and 

give us a liberal donation. Dr.Cribb asked that a relieving 

trained nurse be employed to relieve the strain on the 

Senior Nursing Staff. Nurse Nickson was employed at a 

salary of £1/-/- per week. "She carried out her duties 

in a very satisfactory manner" and was relieved by the 

arrival of Nurse Murray who was immediately placed on the 

Junior Staff at a salary of £25/-/- per annum plus £5/-/

uniform allowance. The Medical Superintendent was asked 

to submit a comparison between 1892 and 1893 for groceries 

purchased. This he did and ilit was found that in 1892 the 

groceries purchased amounted to £233/13/7 for an average 

daily residence of thirty-seven whilst in 1893 the 

groceries came to £210/7/7 for a daily residence of 

thirty-nine showing a nett decrease of 14.7 per cent. In 

1893 the Miners Lodges contributed £192/12/6 but the year 

ending June 1894 they only contributed £69/9/10 to the 

Newcastle Hospital. The Cottage Hospital .at Wallsend of 

course was taking some of the contributions but it was 

considered that the Secretary should do his utmost to 

persuade the Lodges to do better if they wanted the service 

their Lodges demanded. In September Mr. Menkens, the 

Architect, wrote notifying the Committee that the Council 

in constructing Telford Street had encroached thirty feet 

on to hospital property. This encroachment was found when 

the new fence was about to be erected at a cost of £99/14/

by Carpenter Bros. Nurse Roddsmith resigned her place being 

taken by Miss Ethel Ord, but she came back on the sta ff 

on her mother's recovery from a serious illness. 
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Dr. Victor Ludlow came on the Honorary Staff i n 

place of Dr. Smith. 

The Receipts for October amounted to £21/-/- and 

the late Secretary W. H. Moulton was appointed Auditor. 

As a result of the opportunities of the Secretary 

the Seaham Miners Lodge wrote stating they would contribute 

to the institution in future. 

The Medical Superintendent asked that a Head 

Nurse be appointed and that a new probationer be engaged. 

The Committee agreed to the latter recommendation immediately 

but deferred the appointment of the Head Nurse to a future 

meeting. Miss Sheldon and Miss Sommerville were appointed 

probationary nurses. 

On 26th October 1894 "The Chairman informed the 

meeting that he had interviewed Nurse Howard and offered 

her as senior nurse the position of Nursing Sister and that 

Nurse Howard stated that she could not undertake the duties 

as she had not sufficient confidence in herself to manage 

the household duties in the absence of the Matron. After 

discussion it was resolved that Nurse Cameron be appointed 

to the position at a salary of £45/-/- per annum with the 

usual allowance of £5/-/- for uniform and that she take 

office from 1st November 1894. 

Thus the first Nursing Sister was appointed 

November 1894 brought a letter from Mr. Jacob 

Garrick of 6 King Street, Newcastle, complaining that poison 

bits had been laid in the hospital grounds, whereby his dog 

had been poisoned. The Secretary addressed a letter to 

the Board asking for an increase of salary which was 

deferred until the next year. His letter gives figures 

which are interesting as a record:-

"Gentlemen, I beg to make application for an increase of 

salary and to suggest that I be placed on the same footing 

as my predecessor. I desire to call your attention to the 
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fact that during the past six and one half months, only 

accounts to the value of £5/14/- have been placed in the 

hands of the collector. I wold al 1 u c your attention to 

the position of the Hospital finances:-

1893 subscriptions 

1893 fees 

£819/14/0, 1894 

£318/6/0, 1894 

£771 : 14 :2 

£6 1 8 : 1 Q : 5 • II 

On December, 1894, Matron Piguenit received a 

very nice Christmas box. The letter from the Committee 

read as follows:-

"My dear Madam: I am directed by the Committee 

of Management to notify you that they request you to take 

three months leave of absence from the earliest convenient 

date after the New Year, and they state that in view of 

your long and faithful services to this Institution, you 

are granted full pay for the whole of the term of your 

leave of absence. I am, Dear Madam, etc. 11 

The Secretary, too, received a windfall, for 

the Committee granted him an honorarium of £5/5/- "for 

extra services rendered", and the Hospital was notified 

by W. Dick, Esq., M.L.A., that the Government had made a 

special vote of £500 available for its use. The Secretary 

reported that the old pipingof the hot water service "had 

burst". Arter consideration, it was decided to have new 

ones as required, which accor.ding to c. Fawcett, plumber, 

would cost £9. The hospital plumbing Advisor, Mr. J. H. 

Richmond, of the Water & Sewerage Board was out of town, 

and would not return for a fortnight. The Committee 

decided to go ahead with Mr. Fawcett's advice, as the hot 

water system could not possibly be done without. 

Tne Christmas dinner for patients and staff was 

most enjoyable - many subscriptions and goods suitable for 

the occasion were received and distributed, as the Herald 

states "a good time was had by all." This function finished 

the records for 1894. 
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Messrs. McMichael, Fenwick, Hyde, Brooks and 

Graham commenced the year's business for 1895, J. M. Hyde, 

brother of the Secretary being in the h · c air, in the absence 

of Mr. Brooks, at the commencement of this meeting. Dr. 

Cribb reported that at midnight there were forty patients 

in the hospital. Nurse Young resigned and Nurse Elsie 

Tunks had become a Probationary nurse at a salary of £20 

per annum, less 10% with a uniform allowance of £5. The 

Committee then held an inquiry. Dr.Cribb was charged with 

using bad language to a male patient named Charles Rye, of 

the ship "Pomons". That the language used "a damned scamp" 

and "that scoundrel has been telling lies about me", was 

not becoming the Superintendent of Newcastle Hospital. 

Much evidence was given by Dr. Eames, Mrs. Gillam and Nurse 

Cameron. The Committee's finding was that "having 

investigated the charge made by Mr. Phead, of language 

used towards the patient Rye, by Dr. Cribb, we find it to 

a certain extent true, although made use of under great 

provocation, and the Doctor to be requested to be more 

discreet for the future". January 19th 1895 saw Senior 

Nurse Howard resigning from the Hospital and the following 

genuine letter given to her • 

"Dear Miss Howard, I have been directed by the Committee of 

Management, to convey to you their deepest regret at your 

decision to sever your connection with the nursing staff 

of this institution after having served five years, during 

which period you have risen from the position of Probationer 

to that of senior nurse and have carried out your duties 

to the entire satisfaction of the Committee. It is no 

flattery to say that your demeanour has always been uniformly 

kind and courteous to all with whom you have come in contact, 

and that you have always manifested much tact in dealing 

with troublesome patients and shown great care and balance 

in the instruction of your probationers and I am also 

directed by the Committee to state that they will be most 
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happy to re-engage you, when your health will permit of 

your returning to your duties. 11 

Nurse Newton asked for · an increase of £5 per 

annum in salary, which was recommended by Dr. Cribb. 

This was granted by the Committee. 

Tenders were called by the c ·t ommi tee for a renewal 

of insurance policies. The Commercial Union Insurance co. 

quoted the cheapest rates, namely one shilling and sixpence 

per £100 for the Main building, Isolation wards furniture 

etc., and 5/- per £100 for the wooden building at the back. 

The following companies also tendered, South British, North 

Queensland, Australian Mutual, Norwich Union, United, London 

and Lancashire, Phoenix, Derwent and Tamar. 

The Secretary's Cash book statement for January 

showed receipts £251-0-10, credit balance £290-14-2, total 

£541-15-0~ January's expenditure £160-1-6 leaving a 

balance of £381-13-6. Dr. F. Kane applied for leave of 

absence for the balance of his term of appointment as an 

honorary medical officer, he was leaving the district and 

the Committee on the January 29th, wrote thanking him for 

his services. It was shown by the report of Dr. Cribb that 

on 31st January 1895, 63 pat.ients were undergoing treatment 

in the Hospital. As the date of the Annual General Meeting 

was approaching, the Secretary was asked to prepare a list 

of all those subscribers of 20/- and upwards who had paid 

since the 31st January, 1894, prior to the Annual General 

meeting of 30th January, 1895. This election was to cause 

much bitterness in Newcastle. Before it was forgotten, 

the medical officer, the secretary, the matron and most of 

the senior staff were to leave the hospital. 

At the adjourned General meeting, D. J. McLean, 

Esq. made the following statement, publicly that "things 

" were taking place in the Hospital that would open your eyes• 

The Committee wrote to him asking for an explanation, the 
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letter appears in the Correspondence B k oo dated "February 

13th, 1895." The following paragraph from the Newcastle 

Morning "Herald" appeared in connection wi· th th· 1.s matter. 

"It was rumoured among the subscribers yesterday 

that the votes given away by the Medical Superintendent and 

Matron in January, 1894, were being polled for the present 

election for the General Committee. 

"It appears that Mr. A. M. Hyde, the Secretary 

discovered that in the new Hospital Act, the subscribers 

who had paid up since January 1894, were entitled to vote. 

"He consulted Mr. Hannell who was adverse to 

sending voting papers t9 persons whose names were put down 

as subscribers for £1 each when the doctor and matron 

donated their January salary to the institution, but the 

house committee thought otherwise. 

"They argued the papers would have to be sent out, 

and sent out they were to persons who were on the sub

scribers! list last year as "dummies" for two donations 

from paid officials, who to escape a 10 per cent reduction, 

gave two months salaries as a free gift. 

"Messrs. D. J. McLean and E. Hudson, the 

scrutineers, stated they would not open ballot papers if 

they found any of the nominees in question had voted." 

Dr.Cribb asked for leave of absence, as a matter 

of urgency. Sister Cameron applied for a nursing certificate, 

but the Committee was hedging over this matter as Sister 

had not fully trained at the hospital by replying that the 

"Committee will be pleased to give a certificate to Sister 

Cameron, when required but do not consider at the present 

time it is necessary". Dr. Cribb had appointed Nurse 

Davidson as an emergency procedure and once agai~, although 

the Committee sanctioned this appointment, they made a 

minute which states "It was unanimously resolved that in 

future, no appointments are to be made without the sanction 

of the Committee and advertisements for probationers and 
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nurses are to be advertised for in the Lo 1 ca papers." 

Mr. W. Lyne suggested that the med· 1 · 1.ca super1.n.:.; 

tendent's salary be £270 per annum and after d. . 1.scuss1.on, 

it was decided that owing to the lateness of the hour, 

that salaries be adjusted at the next meeting. On tha t 

date, the 29.2.1895 the Chief Secretary wrote asking for 

particulars of the annual election, the facts that if the 

Committee was legally elected. This request was answered 

on March 14th in a very complete letter. It states that 

the President, C. A. Hannell, and Vice President, Joseph 

Wood and the two auditors were elected by show of hands, 

but as a greater number of Committeemen had been nominated 

than there were positions vacant, the President adjourned 

the meeting for nine days. The secretary in the interim 

sent out Ballot papers to all those people who had 

subscribed 20/- or more. Exception was taken by the 

Scrutineer to the nominees of the paid medical officer 

and the matron voting. It being stated that they, the 

nominees did not pay the subscriptions themselves and 

therefore were not really subscribers, within the strict 

meaning of the Act and that they had already voted for the 

year 1894. But as only 18 votes by nominees of these two 

paid servants of the Hospital were returned, the meeting by 

a large majority allowed them to be recorded. It then went 

on to ·give the number of votes each applicant for the 

Committee received, the highest number going to Captain 

Newton, namely 208 and the lowest number recorded was for 

Dr. Doyle, who received 71. Dr. Doyle was one of the six 

not selected for the Committee. 

Nurse Young resigned and the Committee was forced 

to appoint in a hurry, Nurse Ray a trained Nurse, pending 

the appointment of Nurse Young's successor. The Secretary 

was instructed to advertise in local papers and in the 

Sydney papers also , for a trained nurse. The medical 

t· g that certain superintendent submitted a report sugges in 

d 
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alterations should be made, to the large convalescent ward 
' 

build <a casualty ward and rooms over it for the Medical 

Superintendent's accommodation, on account of hls quarters 
being proposed to be used for Lavatorium etc. and a 
children's ward. This report was recommended and forwarded 

to the General Committee. They also recommend that a fixed 

deposit of £100 for 12 months from 16th February 1895 to 

16th February 1896 be lodged in the Newcastle Permanent 

Investment and Building Society at 4t% per annum. They 

also resolved that 10% be NOT deducted from the salaries 

of the nurses, housemaid, laundress, cook and wardsman _ 

that matron be informed that her salary be £100 per annum 

from 18th February, 1895, the doctor to be at the rate of 

£300 per annum also from 1st February, 1895. 

On the 1st March, Mr. A. Fenwick drew attention 

to the bill sticking on the fences of the institution. 

It appeared that Mr. John Wier, Manager of the London 

Dental Surgery, Bolton Street, Newcastle, had caused Bills 

to be placed on the fences of the hospital advertising the 

location of his surgery. 

Thepay sheet for February was submitted, namely 

£88-12-2 and passed for payment but as there were several 

alterations due to additions for salary, the Secretary was 

asked to make a fair copy and re-submit it at the next 

meeting. The Medical Superintendent stated that there 

were 56 patients in the Hospital. Edith Moberly was 

appointed a Junior Staff nurse at a salary of £25 per annum 

and £5 annual allowance for uniform. Three young ladies, 

Eliza Blakely, Beatrix M. Reay and Maggie Jones were passed 

medically fit. On recommendation of Sister Cameron, 

Beatrix M. Reay was appointed a probationer. The tenders 

Milk for the year 1895-96 were Bread and flour - W. Cann, 

and eggs, J. Muncaster; 

& Co., Burials - W. Neve. 

Meat - c. Lauer, ambulance, Wells 

Groceries, - F. Witherspoon. 
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The chairman's action in appoi·nti·ng N M urse urphy was 

confirmed. As a resultof Weir's bill-sticking episode, 

the secretary was asked to have notices printed warning 

bill stickers that they will be prosecuted. This was done. 

Early in March, the Under Secretary wrote asking 

for particulars on hydatid cases treated at Newcastle 

Hospital over the last fifteen years. A cheque for £6.6.0 

to the Commercial Union Assurance Co. settled the hospital 

insurance for £6900 for another year. 

It was unanimously resolved that the Committee 

of Management meet on 14/8/95 when the nursing staff are 

to be in attendance for an investigation. Letters to that 

effect were sent to Nurses Blakely, Robinson, Ord, Spring, 

Newton and Sheldon. Miss Jones became a probationary Nurse, 

the appointment having been made by the Chairman as a 

matter of urgency on the recommendation by the Medical 

Superintendent that Nurse Newton and Spring could not 

possibly hold out without help, so he appointed Miss 

Maggie Jones. This appointment was confirmed by the 

Committee. The Secretary was asked to notify Miss Blakey 

of Laman Street Cooks Hill, that she had also been appointed 

a Probationary Nurse. The examination of nurses who had 

completed their third year was held. Nurses Cameron, 

Spring and Newton attended. The examiners being Dr. Harris 

and Dr. Beeston. The results were Sister Cameron, paper 

45, Viva Voce 50, 95%. Nurse Spring and Nurse Newton were 

deferred for one month. The first year candidate Nurse 

Robinson gained 80%, the paper 30 and viva voce 50. It 

was recommended that Nurse Robinson be placed on the Junior 

Staff, but as she had not quite completed twelve months 

service, it was deferred until she had done so. 

At the next Committee meeting on22/3/95 a letter 

was received from Nurse Howard, who had resigned through 

ill health, aski ng for a formal nursing certificate. The 
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Committee, remembering her good conduct d an service, 

recommended that Dr. Cribb appoint a day for the examina-

t ion. Nurse Blakeley tendered her resignation. The Mayor 

of Newcastle wrote asking that collectors be appointed for 

t he Band concert which was being given i·n the upper reserve, 

t he proceeds to be shared equally between the Benevolent 

Society and the Hospital. 

W. Arnott Jnr., wrote asking that he be allowed 

to give a gospel service on Sunday afternoon between the 

hours of 4 and 5 p.m., but the Secretary was instructed to 

write stating that the hospital could only be attended 

during ordinary visiting days. Mr. A. Fenwick was called 

to Sydney on business so could not attend the special 

inquiry into hospital affairs, but that as he was most 

interested, could the meeting be deferred for one week. 

This request was granted. The Hon. Secretary of the . 

Newcastle Medical Society, Dr. Beeston forwarded a cheque 

£2 .2.0 and asked that the Society be granted permission to 
' 

use the Board Room as a meeting place as heretofore. The 

Medical Superintendent's Report showing that at midnight 

on 21/3/1895, there were 65 patients in the hospital. The 

Supt. also stated that various small repairs authorised by 

the Committee had been attended to and that a personal 

letter had been stolen from his room. The steam kettle 

in the diphtheria ward had been repaired and asking 

confirmation of his action. Miss Anderson came on strength 

as a probationary nurse. The loss of Dr. Cribb's private 

letter was reflected in a letter addressed to the Post 

Master, Newcastle, by the Secretary Mr. A. M. Hyde, which 

states, "I hereby countermand a previously written authority 

to forward my correspondence etc. to the Newcastle Hospital, 

and now particularly request you to be careful to place my 

letters etc. in Box 42 for which this day, I have paid you 

the annual subscription for the current year." 
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The friction which had existed for six months 

between the Hospital staff members was coming to a head. 

The secretary could not balance the orders for Stearns 

wine ordered through Elliott Bros. wi·th the quantity used 

and wrote to Elliott's asking for duplicate invoices. It 

appeared that Elliotts had charged the Hospital, instead of 

debiting Dr. Cribb's private account. Still the Secretary 

wanted to know on what date the debit was placed on the 

books and if it was before or after his telegram of 23/3/1895. 

Matron Piguenit was still on leave, her monthly cheque of 

£8.6.8 was forwarded once again on 1/411895. 

Miss Cora Bartlett, Park Farm, Louth Park, West 

Maitland, came on the staff as a trained nurse £36 per 

annum, plus £5 uniform allowance. The Secretary addressed 

a formal letter to Dr. Cribb on 3/4/1895 "I am directed to 

notify you, that you are not to permit any nurse or employee 

under your charge in this hospital to be absent from this 

institution after 7.15 p.m. this evening and that the 

presence of Sister Cameron, Nurses Orr and Spring is 

requested at a meeting to be held in the Band Room this 

evening at 7.15. 11 

Dr. Cribb reported that the letter alleged to 

have been stolen from him had been returned to him by the 

Secretary who holds his receipt for same. Sister Cameron, 

Nurse Spring and Orr, all tendered their resignations as 

from 30/4/1895 - alleging "it was in consequence of the 

Secretary", at a subsequent inquiry, these three ladies 

were asked why they had resigned, although the minutes 

state "No information given to House Committee, although it 

requested as to cause of leaving". The Secretary was asked 

to immediately advertise for two trained nurses and Dr. 

Cribb instructed that "in future nurses for any breakage 

were to hand money to Secretary and not put it in the 

donation box". At the same meeting, Nurse Beatrix Pilcher 
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complained of the gross insult she had received from Dr. 

Cribb in the su~gical ward, when he had the audacity to 

s trike her, also stating she had acquainted the matron of 

the facts: After much discussion, it was decided to allow 

t he matter to remain in abeyance until the return of the 

n:a tron. Dr. G. F. Smith received a letter of thanks for 

his services as an Honorary Medical Officer on his retire

ment and leaving the districts. His position was taken by 

Dr. R. Harwood, who was Dr. Smith's successor both in his 

private and Hospital duties. Then on 18/4/1895, Nurses 

Moberley, Bartlett and Robinson reported to the Secretary, 

that they could no longer endure the treatment they were 

receiving in the hospital. 

Dr. Beeston supported Dr. Cribb's recommendation 

that a special children's ward be created within the hospital. 

That the number of children patients WIB increasing. Mr. 

Lyne however, referred to the weekly report and found that 

we had twenty less patients than we had the previous week, 

and if we could accommodate more children when we had 

seventy patients in, surely we could put up less children 

when.we had 43 patients. It was resolved that the children's 

ward was not necessary and that three cots for a total cost 

of £6 should supply theneed. Mrs. Arnott wrote asking that 

she be allowed to distribute flowers to each patient on a 

Friday afternoon. The Committee however, stated that already 

there were four visiting sessions weekly, and that any more 

wouldonly spoil the good working of the hospital. The pay 

sheet for April was produced amounting to £87.2.8. The 

number of patients in the hospital was 43. The medical 

supt. did not approve of the cots at £2 each and stated he 

wanted those made by Anthony Horderns and Son which 

measured 5 feet by 2 feet 3 inches, at a cost of £3.12.6, 

to be purchased. The report of ·the committee, enquiring 

into the working of the hospital was tabled, upon which the 

secretary left the room. The report was then read, unanimously 
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agreed upon and forwarded to the President for his perusal 

and signature. The Matron was then called into the room 

and asked to give Alice Ruthkin a month's notice, whereon 

the Matron stated that Alice Ruthkin had already given her 

a month's notice of resignation. 

May 1895 saw a report from the Medical Superin

tendent asking that Nurse Newton's salary be raised to £36 

per annum and that she be placed on the senior staff and 

that Nurse Bartlett and Nurse Moberley were both giving 

good service. Miss Robinson was raised to the Junior Staff 

Nurse's position, her salary to be £25. Nurse Franki was 

engaged temporarily at a salary of £1.1.0 per week and 20/

travelling expenses. 

As a result of the inquiry, Dr. Cribb and Mr . 

A. M. Hyde resigned their positions. 

Two articles from the Newcastle Morning "Herald" 

are here included as they throw some light on events. 

3rd April, 1895. 
A letter was read from the Medical Superintendent, 

Dr. A.G. Cribb complaining of certain conduct of the 

Secretary, Mr. A. M. Hyde, and requesting committee hold 

an investigation, at which he would be prepared to formulate 

charges against that official. 

Dr. Smith's resignation was received with regret 

and Dr. Harwood was appointed in his stead. 

Quarterly report of House Committee was read and 

contained the following:-

"Owing to Mr. D. J. McLean's statement "that 

things were occurring in this hospital that would open your 

eyes", and that gentleman having failed to reply to your 

request to furnish particulars, your committee have 

instituted an inquiry consisting of an examination of the 

nursing staff and every official connected with the 
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institution. We propose to resume the inquiry and hope 

to report at an early date. 

At your last monthly meeting the sub-committee 

appointed by you consisting of President, Vice-president, 

Rev. s. C. J. Grime, and Mr. w. B. Sharp for purpose of 

replying to the Principal Under Secretary who reported that 

a Mr. J. F. Kerr had advised him that the recent election 

of 1895 had been illegally and irregularly conducted and 

this committee met and replied to these charges." 

Dr. Cribb's letter was read again. 

Mr. Lyne moved that it be referred to the incoming 

House committee. 

Mr. Brooks proposed President and Vice-President 

be added to committee. 

The Chairman expressed his disinclination to 

take part in the investigation. 

Mr. Levey wasof the opinion that in fairness to 

Mr. Hyde, Dr. Cribb's letter should be dealt with by the 

General Committee and at once. 

Mr. Sharp, as chairman of House Committee, said 

that the investigation was originated because of innuendoes 

made against the internal working of the hospital by Mr. 

McLean. The committee had no wish to hide anything from 

the public. 

Mr. Brooks asked that Dr. Cribb be invited to 

attend there and then and state charges against the 

Secretary. This was carried and Dr. Cribb was admitted 

and read and handed a statement of his grounds and then 

withdrew. 

Mr. Lyne stated that the House Committee found 

that nurses were leaving the hospital and upon the reasons 

being sought for certain replies were received which caused 

them to open the inquiry. 



18th May, 1895. 

D. J. McLean, Esq., 

Newcastle. 
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Advertisement under Public Notices. 

Newcastle, 

25th April, 1895. 

(per favour Editor, Newc~stle Herald.) 

Dear Sir, 

Having challenged the statements made by you at 

the meeting of subscribers of Newcastle Hospital held at 

the School of Arts, your remarks were to the effect that 

"things have taken place in that institution which would 

open your eyes", also reference made to the election. I 

challenge your statements in all sincerity and write to 

inform you that I am of the same opinion as you were on 

that night, and can thoroughly understand why you refused 

to state your charges except on oath. Had I known what I 

think now, I should have certainly challenged your state

ments ; and I think it only right and just between man and 

man to make this statement to you. 

Since that night I was determined to press for 

the truth, feeling it my duty to do so after having 

challenged your statements. I allowed myself to be elected 

on the committees with that object, and no other motive. 

I have refused to vote on either committee in 

their decisions for had I done so doubtless my having done 

so would have been misconstrued. 

There is only one way to clear the cloud which is 

over that institution, and that is for the Government to 

make a thorough investigation of the whole matter. 

I think it is something like 3 weeks since I 

called and informed you that your ~statements were correct 

in my opinion and that I would endeavour to rectify the 

matter as soon as possible having waited until the committees 

have completed their investigation so that no one could say 
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I went behind their backs. I now write you to this effect. 

You are at liberty to make use of this as ·you 

may think fit. 

8th May, 1895. 

Yours faithfully, 

J.M. Hyde. 

Results of Investigations. 

The finding of the House Committee was read by 

Mr.Sharp. It was as follows:-

Report of the House Committee, especially for 

the purpose of inquiring into the internal management of 

the institution with a view of eliciting any evidence in 

support of statements that were made at the general meeting 

of subscribers. The committee states that at the commence

ment of the inquiry certain innuendoes were made so that we 

thought it would be better in the interests of all concerned 

to have the evidence taken down in shorthand. A full copy 

is appended to this report. The inquiry commenced on 

March 26 and completed on April 23rd. 

1. Your committee is of an opinion that a new 

arrangement for regulating the working hours cf.. the nurses 

should receive the early attention of the Medical Superin

tendent and the medical board, with the view of shortening 

the same if possible. 

2. The investigation proved that a private 

letter had been extricated from the Medical Superintendent's 

room, under circumstances of such a nature that your 

committee deemed it advisable to discharge one of the 

servants from the position she held on account of her 

connection with the matter. 

3. That 3 of the nurses in the early part of 

April sent in their resignations and although requested by 

the committee of management to give information as to the 
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grounds for their decision they declined and your committee 

accepted their resignations. 

4. Your committee is of the opinion that during 

the inql..liry considerable information was not forthcoming 

owing to the disinclination of the witnesses examined, but 

sufficient evidence was given to force on them the fact 

that the inner working ofthe hospital was in a state far 

from satisfactory. We further consider that the medical 

superintendent certainly overstepped the bounds of his 

position and has on many occasions treated several nurses 

with undue harshness; also that favouritism has been shown 

to a considerable extent, both caused creating the feeling 

of unrest among the working staff. The committee consider 

his manner brusque and his mode of carrying out his duties 

towards the officials unsatisfactory, and think the general 

committee should censure him, and give the necessary caution 

that if any further complaints are made on similar grounds, 

his conduct shall be dealt with in a summary manner. There 

is nothing to show, however, that the interests of patients 

have in any way suffered, although his everyday handling of 

theofficials might be carried on in a more discreet manner. 

5. Up to the early part of April the evidence 

disclosed little or no fault on the part of the Secretary, 

and we have to record that his clerical duties have been 

carried out to the entire satisfaction of the committee, 

but since that date your committee considers that Mr. A. 

Macartney Hyde's conduct has been, to say the least, 

indiscreet and the fact that certain evidence having been 

disclosed outside the committee points to the conclusion 

that he should be warned that any matters that transpire 

at the hospital are to be first reported to the committee 

of management and nothing else is to be made public property 

before this course is pursued. 

6. Under the present conditions when ill-feeling 

so pronounced between the Medical Superintendent and the 



-122-

Secretary and vice versa, it becomes necessary for your 

committee to recommend that the general committee issue 

instructions that in the event of any friction between 

them arising in future, which would 1·n any way affect or 

be detrimental to the interests of the hospital, or staff, 

the services of the offending party will be immediately 

dispensed with. 11 

Rev. s. C. J. Grime moved, seconded by Mr . Lockhead 

that the report should be adopted. Carried. 

15 May, 1895. 

Resignation of Dr.Cribb. 

The Chairman then read a letter from Dr. Cribb 

which he had received on the condition that it should not 

be read until the Secretary's business had been disposed of. 

The writer referred to a report in the "Newcastle 

Morning Herald" as the first intimation he had of any fault 

found in him. He knew of an inquiry being made but was 

informed it was not personal as far as he was concerned. 

He found it was very personal and he had been censured 

without the chance of bringing rebutting evidence. He had 

been 2t years there and had worked hard and the only result 

was censure. He tendered his resignation and asked the 

committee to forego usual notice as he felt he could not 

remain longer and yet retain his self respect. 

Mr. Levey moved and seconded Mr. Brooks that it 

be accepted. 

Some discussion took place as to the dates for 

the appointment of a new Secretary and resident medical 

officer when Mr . A. M. Hyde said he resigned the secretary-

ship there and then. 

Mr. w. Ellis agreed to accept the honorary post 

for a little while until a new secretary was appointed. 

Moved Mr . Levey, seconded Mr. Thorn, that the salary of 
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the resident medical officer should 
be £200 a year. Moved 

Mr. Timbury, seconded Mr. O'Mara that secretary's honorarium 
should be £75. 

24th May, 1895. 

A meeting of the General Committee, the object 

being the election of Secretary instead of Mr. A. Macartney 
Hyde. 

The chairman announced 42 applications were 

received. It was decided that only the names would be 

received. The chairman and Mr . Sharp were appointed 

scrutineers. The voting was by ballot with gradual 

reductions. 

The final voting gave Mr. Laing 12 votes and 

Mr. Asher 6 (and the Chairman). Mr. Scott Laing duly 

elected. 

The outward correspondence for the month of May 

1895 is very vague. At that period the Hospital was in a 

very inefficient state. Several trained and responsible 

nurses had resigned, as had the Secretary and the 

Superintendent. The Medical Superintendent Dr.Cribb was 

remaining on duty, until his successor had been appointed . 

The President, c. H. Hannell, Esq., wrote to Dr. H. Ramsay, 

of Melbourne, enclosing the last annual report, he being an 

applicant for the position. Dr. H. Spence, St. Kilda, 

Melbourne, also asked for particulars, so the president 

sent him too, a copy of the Annual Report and mentioned 

that the hospital contained 55 beds. To Scott Laing, Esq., 

Beach Road, Newcastle East, he stated that the General 

Committee had appointed him Secretary at a salary of £75 

per annum and would date from 1.6.1895. "Would he please 

enter into a guarantee with a Public Company, for £250 ." 

w. B. Sharp, Chairman of the Committee of Manage-
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ment wrote to Chas. Denham, Esq., Manager of the Australian 

JointStock Bank, Newcastle stating that Mr . Laing had been 

appointed Secretary and was authorised to sign cheques 

drawn on the Hospital account, in conjunction with the 

Treasurer. Mr. Thomas Bowen of Tighes Hill, was allowed 

to pay his account at the rate of 10/- per week, a sign of 

those difficult times. The Secretary wrote to Mr . J. Hancock, 

Secretary, Borehole Miners' Lodge, Hamilton, acknowledging 

receipt of a letter in which the five names of the Lodge 

representatives were submitted. Dr. McGillivray, Resident 

Surgeon, Children's Hospital, Carlton, was notified that 

Board and Residence were included in "quarters" and that 

the Supt. of Newcastle Hospital was not allowed private 

practice. Advertisements were inserted in local and ·:sydney 

papers, calling for a trained nurse to apply in person, to 

the Matron, before June 6th. The monthly accounts for May 

were passed for payment. They amounted to £151.10.11 and 

included portion of the late Secretary's salary £3.2.6 and 

the Matron's salary (on Leave) £5.6.? and pay sheet of 

£81.0.0. Reckoning on a daily bed occupancy of 50 and 

· staff of 13, the cost per bed per day in May 1895, was 3/8. 

The late Secretary wrote asking for a reference. 

The Committee unanimously resolved that this be given over 

the signature of the Chairman of the Committee, who wrote, 

"You have performed your clerical duties to their entire 

satisfaction and wish to place on record their appreciation 

of your honesty, sobriety and attention during your 

connection with this institution, (sgd.) W. B. Sharp." 

On that 1st June, Secretary Scott Laing wrote a 

reference for Nurse Mary Cameron, of Wallsend, lately 

sister at the Hospital, in which he stated that she resigned 

of her own accord and had given three years and ten months 

service to the hospital from 1st July, 1892 to 30th April 

1895 to the entire satisfaction of theCommittee, the Medical 
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Board and the Medical Superintendent, b th o in general 

conduct and professional ability. To Nurse M. Spring, 

of 92 Castlereagh Street, Redfern, he also gave a good 

reference, and noted there, the service she had given, 

namely 1st May, 1892 to the 30th April, 1895. c. H. 

Hannell, President replied to a letter from the Chief 

Secretary which fully explains how the Committeemen were 

elected and should for all time allay the fears of those 

in authority that the moneys donated to the hospital by 

Dr. Cribb and Matron Piguenit, representing votes, could 

not have altered in any way the result of the e:tections. 

The Government Statistician also wanted to know the number 

of staff and the contents of that letter for record 

purposes, is here given with its peculiar stilted language 

of that period. "5th June, 1895. The Government 

Statistician, Sydney. Sir: In accordance with your request 

of the 21st March last, I have the honour by direction of 

the Committee of Management, to furnish you with the 

particulars relating to the Nursing Staff of the hospital 

as required by you for the purpose of compiling the 

statistical Register of New South Wales. Matron 1, 

Sub-Matron nil, Head Nurse nil, Nurses 5, Probationers 4, 

Nurses undergoing Midwifery Course nil. Total 10. I have 

the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, s. Laing, 

Secretary." If this letter had come a couple of months 

earlier the figures would have been much different. The 

resignations for April and May were the cause of the low 

number of staff. 

The ruling that seamen were charged 4/- per day 

and local residents 3/- still caused much discontent with 

the shipowners and agents. Many are the letters appearing 

in the books on this subject. The agents always forgot the 

point, that the Committee made the rules and supplied the 

treatment. By the 11th June, the Medical Board had 

examined the qualifications and testimonials of those 
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Medical Practitioners who had applied for the position of 

Medical Superintendent. The Committee recommended that Dr. 

A.H. Horsfall of Wallsend should be appointed. The 

Committee were not unmindful of the victory Dr. Horsfall 

had gained in Melbourne, whilst he was an acting Port 

Medical Officer. Horsfall looked young and on this 

occasion, quarantined an overseas vessel for small pox. 

The Captain of the ship was furious that this young looking 

man should have the power to cost this company much money 

in quarantining the ship. Dr. Horsfall was adamant. The 

ship went into quarantine and time showed that Horsfall 

was correct. A leading Victorian paper in an editorial, 

congratulated the country on training young medical officers, 

who although this one in particular had never been outside 

the country, could recognize small pox when they saw it and 

had the ability to quarantine the ship, immediately the 

disease was found. 11 

On the same date, 11th June, 1895, there appeared 

in the press, notices calling for the position of Matron 

at Newcastle. Matron Piguenit had resigned on the 8th June. 

Nurse Mary Newton was appointed acting Matron till a new 

Matron could be appointed. Nurse Franki was appointed a 

Junior Staff Nurse salary £25 per annum. The notices 

appearing in the press soon bore fruit and Miss Amy Dwight, 

Wallsend Hospital: Miss Riley, Newcastle: Miss Jane Walsh, 

Sydney: Miss F. w. Brain, Parramatta: Mrs. Serbon of 

Rosedale: Miss L. Holden, Woolahra : Miss M. Short, 

Newcastle: Miss I. Hawks, Windsor: Miss J. McMahon, 

Alexandria: and Miss Boker, Darlinghurst, all applied for 

the position. 

The Committee decided that Miss Jane Walsh was 

the most likely applicant and she was appointed to take 

over on 1/7/1895. The Medical Superintendent, reported 

that for week ending 27th June, 51 patients were in hospital. 
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lowing accounts were p ·d c ai, • C. Fawcett (Plumber) 

Salaries and wages for June £57 . 4.5: Nurse 

o s honorarium £3.3.0. Th e results of Nurse Newton ' s 

examination were Paper 40 · , viva voce 45, i.e. 85%. 

ex:am~·ner being Dr. Beeston. 

Mr . Peter Bowling, Secretary West Wallsend 

n..u,g~s ' Lodge , wrote asking that a member's wife be 

tted to the hospital, that the Lodge had had to 

continue its subscripti·on, due to the unsettled condition 

ffairs. The Secretary wrote stating that the lady 

c rne d had already been admitted and hoped that the 

e would remember the Hospital in the future. 

Miss Sheldon was appointed Junior Staff Nurse , 

had passed her yearly examination and Miss Sanders 

ea probationer in her place. 

On July 10th theCommittee addressed a letter to 

• J . Beeston, Newcastle , as Secretary of the Medical 

d. ''I am directed to write and inform you that Mr. 

J . D. Hamilton has offered his services to the Hospital 

Honorary Dentist and the Committee would like to have 

opinion of the Honorary Medical Staff as to whether 

re were any objections to anyone occupying that position 

n connection with the Hospital. Your early reply will 

o lige ," Yours faithfully, 

s. Laing (Secretary.) 

Dr. Horsfall reported in July, that he had 

consulted with Dr . Harris on a patient "as to his condition 

0 
mind". He was cited before the Police Magistrate and 

That a 

The tender 
nt to Maitland gaol for further observation. 

undry maid should be employed at 10/- a week. 

or the painting of two wards each two coats, submitted by 

r . Buckley, Lindus Street, Wickham , for £4.10.0 be accepted. 

entist" to the Newcastle Hospital. 

July 22nd, 1895, saw the advent of a "Surgeon 
On that date, a letter 

w 
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ressed to Mr. J. D. Hamilton, stating that "he had 

registered on the Honorary Staff of this Hospital". 

August 2nd, 1895, the Secretary reported that 

aily average number of pat1.·ents Within the Hospital 

5.28 and the folloWing accounts were passed for 

ent . C.H. Buckley, £4.10.0, Messrs. Knaggs & Co • 

. 2 . 8 , salaries and wages £93.4.8. A week later, Dr. 

ter of Stockton, a member of the Honorary Medical Staff, 

plied for six months leave of absence and asking that 

locum ten ens, Dr. W. Irwin be allowed to act in his 

ce at the Hospital. Both requests were granted. John 

Jones , West Wallsend, Secretary of the Seaham Miners' 

Lo e , wrote that owing to trade slackness, the Miners 

o his Lodge could not possibly subscribe to the Hospital . 

r . Cribb wrote thanking the Committee for the reference 

ven to him and wishing the Hospital Committee and his 

ccessor every success in their humanitarian undertaking. 

urse Cora Bartlett re?igned from the staff. The Principal 

Under Secretary intimated that the sum of £8.15.5 was due 

o the Hospital by way of subsidy for the month of July, 

1895 . Dr. Horsfall was authorised to purchase straw for 

dding and the Matron was instructed that she must refer 

1 complaints , applications or other matters affecting the 

ff under her care, by her, to the Medical Superintendent 

ho in turn must report them to the House Committee. 

Nurse M. Newton was appointed Senior Nurse to the 

ospital , dated 16/8/1895. It was decided that Nurses 

oberly and Franki be submitted to a competitive examination 

or promotion to senior staff. 

At the end of August, Dr. Horsfall reported that 

he daily average inmate population was 43. The three 

ooms upstairs namely the 4 bed ward, bed ward and bath~ 

b fl.·tted wi·th ventilators and were now ready room had een 

or Painters. Matron Walsh reported that two applications 
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0 Nurses s. N. Fitzgerald and Gissing were 

r senior positions and that after a perusal 

received 

of the 
estimonials, she had chosen the former. She had also 

scharged the cook as he was dirty, but that the state 

of the Hospital was satisfactory. 

The Committee decided that a book of 25 certifi

ates , similar to the Prince Alfred Hospital Nursing · 

ertificate, be printed, for issue to nurses successfully 

P ssing three years training. Nurse M. Newton's salary to 

be increased to £40 p.a. as Senior Nurse. Nurse Lydia 

bell was appointed a probationer to take the place of 

urse B. N. Reay, who had resigned. 

As a result of the monthly meeting of the 

General Committee, an instruction was issued to the 

Committee of Management to call for tenders for the 

painting of the Hospital on the outside. The Architect, 

Alfred Sharp, was requested to draw up a specification and 

submit cost of labour and material separately. Dr. Horsfall 

submitted to the Committee a syllabus of lecturers and 

course of studies for the nurses. Authority was given to 

have them printed. 

20th September, 1895, Mr. Thos. Parton, Manager, 

Nallsend Coal Co. Catherine Hill Bay, forwarded a cheque 

£1 .1.0 as a donation, "Being a fine off one of the Miners" 

and requested acknowledgement with the Newcastle Morning 

Herald. 

The daily average number of patients for the 

eek ended 19th September, was 41, the outpatients treated 

numbered 48. Nurse F. W. Brain was appointed to the senior 

nursing staff in October. The painting of the exterior of 

the Hospital was proceeding, Colthurst and Hardings white 

lead being the basis of the paint. 
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ber , l 89!z. The Sub-Inspector of Police, Jno. 

ers sent along a police donation of £4, and named as 

ice representatives, Sgt. J. McVane, Sgt . Th os. Hickey, 

ec tive J. McHattie, and Jno. Saunders, Sub-Inspector. 

•,as supplied as a gift by A. Sneddon, H. Cross, 

A. Brown and J. M H d • ye. For the fourteen days ending 

5th November, 1895, fees amounting to £10 :6:0, subscrip

ions £4:15 :0 and miscellaneous 10/- amounting to £15:11:0 

s all the money received into the Hospital Coffers. The 

edical Superintendent reported that there were thirty-

ven patients in the hospital and that for the week, 

·rty-seven out-patients had been treated. Dr. Harris 

sked that a nurse be sent to Campbells at Hexham to look 

fte r a sick lady. Nurse Fitzgerald was detailed for the 

uty and to remain as long as she could be of service and 

to return to the hospital on demand if the house became 

busy . The accounts for £96:18:7 exclusive of wages were 

ssed for payment. It was found necessary to withdraw 

200 at fixed deposit at the Savings Bank and put it at the 

credit of the Hospital account at the Australian Joint 

Stock Bank. It was found that the late Secretary's 

signature was necessary before this amount could be with

drawn . This signature was forthcoming. 

28th November, 1895. '~he Secretary produced Nurse 

ewton's Certificate of training duly signed for presenta

tion and the Medical Superintendent was instructed to hand 

Certificate to Nurse Newton.'" 

Miss Mary Newton subsequently resigned from the 

Hospital to take the Position of Matron of Watt Street 

Mental Hospital. She held that position from 1/11/1896 to 

30/6/1907 and again from 17/8/1911 to 17.11.1925. Dr. 

Horsfall 's report showed that at mid-night 5/12/1895 there 

., ere forty patients in the wards and sixty-five out

patients had been treated that week. Mosquitoes were very 

severe that 'Christmas and the President authorised the 

j 
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purchase of 200 yards of netting, 120 ins. wide at l2td. 

per yard. Dr.;Horsfall was censured for engaging a nurse 

to special Captain Scotland who was very ill. The fees 

for the nurse were guaranteed by the patient and by his 

Shipping Company. On receipt of a letter from Dr . Horsfall 

asking that his position as Superintendent be defined, he 

was informed "that as the House Commit t ee is responsible 

to the General Committee for the proper and efficient 

management of the Hospital, they consider that it is the 

duty of the Medical Superintendent to consult with the 

Chairman or in the event of him not being available, any 

member of the Committee of Management in all similar cases 

of emergency, before taking action and that in future this 

course must be carried out". 

Matron asked that a probationary nurse be appointed, 

as some of the staff must have more rest, otherwise the 

nursing system would break down. The Chairman wrote 

approved beside this request. The Medical Superintendent 

reported 

(1) That the special nurse engaged for Captain Scotland 

was now no longer required. 

(2) That three deaths had occurred since last he 

reported, a fortnight ago , two from typhoid and 

one from an accident, all hopeless on admission. 

(3) Admissions this year are at least fifty more than 

last year. 

(4) That T. Lindskey, the wardsman is ill in bed, 

probably developing typhoid, another is desperately 

needed. The Secretary was asked to advertise for 

a man to act as wardsman, wages not to exceed 25/-

a week. The work, however, was done by a convalescent 

patient. The Mayor of Newcastle, w. B. Sharp, Esq., 

donated £3 :3:0 towards the Christmas cheer for the 

hospital inmates. Miss Ash and her friends gave a 

splendid concert, to which all convalescent patients 

and staff off duty attended. 
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The first letter in the c 
orrespondence Book for 

ls 'lith the quarterly and 
annual audit. H. v. 

Esq., of Hamilton and A. E. Chandler of Corlette 

e '/castle, were asked to have the audit ready by 

6th , i.e. only three days. 

The Committee of Management present at the 1st 

in 1896, were F. Alcock, w. Lyne, J. O'Mara, A. 

Y and W. M. Levey. They received the Matron's 

t that Nurse Abell had been off duty for one week, 

h illness and that Nurse N. G. Fitzgerald had resigned 

the senior staff. Dr. Horsfall reported that 46 

1 nts were in hospital and that he had attended fifty

p tients as out-patients. 

The Principal Under-Secretary's circular showed 

28 ,000 had been voted by the Government for charitable 

itutions on condition that an equal amount is raised 

rivate contributions and that Government patients 

co mende d by Police Magistrates or other officers are 

itted . Subsidy allowed on bequests and donations to the 

nt of £100 and interest at current rate, not exceeding 

on sums above that amount up to £4,000 , as an annual 

c ription until capitalised. 

Dr. F. Pain of Allora, Queensland, forwarded 

c for his wife's hospital fees and thanked the 

Pft••-~tt ee and Staff for the splendid services rendered to 

Matron Walsh asked for "unrestricted liberty in 

cting candidates for probationship,_irrespective of 

times they have been applicants, or whether 

idents of this locality or not". This was approved by 

Committee, but all things being equal, the preference 

ould be given to local residents. Matron also recommended 

t the remuneration of probationers be in future reduced 

0 one half the salary now paid, or abolished altogether 

t as she believes a better class of or the firs year, 



Extract from "Newcastle Morning Herald", 
_ 30th January, 1896. 

"Newcastle Hospital Annual General Meeting." 

The 

the Newcastle 

annual general meeting af th . e contributors t o 

Hospital was held in the lecture hall of t he 
School of Arts last evening. The President (M c r. • H. 

Hannell) occupied the chair and there was a fairly large 

attendance. 

The Secretary (Mr. s. L. Laing) read the notice 

convening the meeting and then read h w at was termed the 

minutes ofthe previous meeting, but · was in reality a report 

of a heated discussion that took place at the meeting. 

Mr. H.J. Brown objected to the old bickerings 

being revived as minutes. 

The President thought it would be as well to go 

right through with the reading of what was on record. 

Mr. Brown eventually moved that the minutes be 

confirmed only in so far as they were a reflex of the 

business actually done. 

Mr. Thos. Brooks seconded the motion which was 

carried unanimously. 

The report stated that the financial position of 

the institution was far from being df a satisfactory nature. 

The revenue for the past year, instead of being increased 

to keep pace with the additional demand, occasioned by the 

extensive growth of the usefulness of the hospital, had 

fallen to a very reduced amount, and had it not been for 

the funds available for the previous year-, together with a 

special vote for £500 received from the government in 

January, the committee would have experienced great difficulty 

in maintaining the institute in its present state of 

efficiency. The subscriptions showed a decrease of £293.2.11 

from last year, the amount received being the lowest of any 

year in the history of the hospital. Fees also show a 



falling off from the preceding year of £2 4.18.9, which vhen 

taken into consideration with the fact that the a dmi s sion 

of patients had been much in excess of 1894, indicated 

clearly that the distress throughout the district is not 

diminishing. 

The committee recognised that th' is great shrinkage 

in the income was mainly attributable to the depression of 

business generally in the district, but they deplored the 

fact that the disturbance arose at the last annual election 

of the committee had had an adverse effect upon the income 

by estranging some public sympathy and support. During t he 

year receipts from all sources amounted to £2,279.14.7 and 

the total expenditure for all purposes of management, 

repairs, etc. came to £2,925.8.8 leaving a deficiency of 

£645.14.1, to meet which part of the funds placed at fixed 

deposit during 1894 had been utilised. The amount withdrawn 

(£400) and the credit balance brought forward from the 

previous year had enabled the committee to meet all 

liabilities and carry forward to the ensuing year a credit 

balance of £45.0.1: £200 still remains at fixed deposit 

with the Savings Bank of N.s.w. and £200 at the credit of 

the Permanent Subscribers' Fund. 

The preservation of the buildings, fences, etc., 

had been very carefully guarded. The whole of the exterior 

of the main building, kitchen, morgue and rear fences had 

been thoroughly repaired and painted and a large portion of 

the interior of the wards had been well ventilated and 

t O t f · t· hav1.·ng arisen in the early renova ed. wing o r1.c ion 

part of the year which disturbed the harmonious working of 

the hospital staff, the committee caused a thoroug~ 

investigation of the 

made, which resulted 

inner working of the institution to be 

in the resignation of the Medical 

Superintendent, Dr. A. G. Cribb, and the Secretary, Mr. 

Hyde.. Miss Pigueni t resigned her position as Matron in 

A. M. 

June 



owing to ill-health. Dr A H H f • • • ors all had been elected 

Medical Superintendent, Mr. s. L. Laing, Secretary, and 

Miss J. Walsh, Matron. The nurs· t ing s aff had undergone 

some changes during the year and was now complete. The 

whole of the staff as at present constituted was giving 

every satisfaction, and the committee hoped that the good 

feeling and harmony now prevailing would . con ti nue. 

The honorary medical staff had devoted their valuable 

services assiduously to the institution during the year, 

for which the committee expressed their hearty appreciation. 

In February Mr. H. W. Lee resigned his position on the 

committee and Mr. J. Thorn was appointed to the vacancy. 

In June Mr. J. Burke resigned, butthe vacancy had remained 

unfilled. The committee impressed the urgent necessity 

for increased support from the subscribers and the public 

to enable the object of this noble charity being carried 

out in their completeness. The report concluded by 

acknowledging ·the gifts and donations sent in during the 

year. 

The report of the Medical Superintendent, Dr. 

A.H. Horsfall stated that the total number of inpatients 

treated was 761, as compared with 673 during 189~ and 584 

during 1893. In the outpatients and casualty departments 

a more pronounced increase had been noted in the attendance 

from year to year, last year showing an increase of 413 

over 1894. The number of outpatients attendances during 

more than double the number the year was 2255, which was 

3 Years ago. , Of the 63 deaths treated in this department 

no fewer than 20 died within 48 hours among the inpatients, 

1 Dur].·ng the year a small of their admission to hospita • 

ward had been fitted up for children and its usefulness 

t th t 89 Patients of tender was apparent from the fac a 
admitted during the year years under 10 years of age, were 

as against 39 in 1894, 24 in 1893 and 10 in l8 92• 

isolation wards for the treatment of contagious and 

The 



infectious diseases had been almost cot· n inuously in 

occupation. The treatment of diphtheria by the new 

remedy, antitoxin, being very successful. N t o withstanding 

the great increase in the general expenditure of the 

institution, ~he average cost per patient per annum was 

less than that in 1894 and about £12 per annum less than 

in Sydney hospitals. Dur;ng they t • ear a sys ematic course 

of training for nurses had been adopted, the b nurses eing 

educated in the theory and practice of their profession 

with the ultimate result that the hospital would be able 

to promote from its own staff. The efforts of the honorary 

medical officers in combating disease had been most ably 

seconded by the nursing staff, the wort of the latter being 

very often of very heavy nature in consequence not only of 

the great increase in numbers, but also because of the 

increase in the number of major surgical operations entailed 

extra work on the part of the nursing staff. 

The President in moving the adoption of the 

report and balance sheet regretted that he could not 

congratulate the contributors upon the financial position 

of the hospital. He though\ however, that the falling off 

of the subscriptions was due not only to the depression but 

also to the fact that the people were called upon to 

support many other charitable institutions. He sincerely 

hoped that the bickerings of the past as read out by the 

Secretary would be forgotten and buried. (Hear! Hear!) 

If this were done the public would more liberally subscribe. 

The subscriptions were indeed already coming in more freely 

than this period for some previous years. The committee 

wanted all the assistance they could get for it cost close 

on £3,000 a year to carry on the noble work of the 

institution. Even if some of the expenses appeared large, 

he trusted that there would be no cheeseparing, for the 

nursing staff had had to be increased in consequence of 

the spread of typhoid fever which required special 



treatment. On some occasions there had been as many as 
24 cases in the institution at one time. He hoped before 

long to hear of the government increasing the annual 
grant. It would be only a reasonable and fair request to 
make to the Premier. (Hear! Hear!) 

Mr. W.M. Levey supported the motion. 

Mr. H.J. Brown in supporting the mot1·on expressed 

his entire satisfaction at the manner in which the 

institution had been managed during the past year. He 

for one would be glad to double hi·s annual subscription. 

(Hear! Hear!) Glanc· th b ing over e alance sheet, he noti ced 

the accounts for fuel and gas were pretty high. He had 

little doubt that if the coal companies were approached 

they would supply the coal for next to nothing. The Gas 

Company might also make at least a 5 per cent reduction. 

Mr. F. Alcock, the chairman of the House Committee, 

explained that the lighting bill was £150 and the fuel bill 

only £12. 

Dr. H. M. Doyle was pleased with the surgical 

and medical successes of' ihe institution, but he could not 

compliment the management which had been the reverse of 

economical. An expenditure of close on £1,000 on salaries 

and wages was in his opinion altogether too high and there 

were other ways of retrenching. Probationary nurses were 

a loss to any institution for when they became competent 

they would probably leave. It would be much cheaper to 

have all trained nurses. The present heating stoves should 

be abolished in favour of the latest inventions which he 

had seen at work in Melbourne recently. New stoves would 

soon repay their cost in the saving of fuel. Then there 

ought to be fewer outpatients. Many people imposed on the 

hospital. They saw that they could get for nothing what 

they paid for in lodges, therefore they purposely allowed 

themselves to become unfinancial. The state of the hospital 



as a barometer of the state of th . e community. In the days 
of prosperity in Newcastle there we 1 rep enty of funds and 
few patients. Now there w 1 ere p enty of patients and but 

little funds. In _oonclusion D D ' r. oyle expressed regret 

that Mr. W. T. Dick M.P. had not been th anked in the report 

for his efforts in having induced the government to give 

trnannual grant to the institution. 

The president stated that M r. Dick was specially 

thanked at a previous meeting. 

Mr. Alcock mentioned in regard to the nurses 

that there were only 4 on probation. 

Mr. T. Brooks said the nurses trained in the 

institution were the best. The increase in the outdoor 

patients was due perhaps not only to the poverty of some 

of the 0people but also to the fact that they were given 

proper attention. This was not always done with past 

Medical Superintendents. 

Dr. Doyle: 11I hope you are not referring to me." 

Mr. Brooks did not refer specially to anyone. It 

would ,be _ca sorry thing for him as a committeeman to hear of 

any poor person being refused a bottle of medicine. It was 

not fair for anyone to impute that the nursing staff was 

too large. The nurses were really overworked and had been 

overworked for many months past. The hospital was now of 

such a public character in as much as it took in the 

indigent sick and suffering, not only of the district but 

of all ships coming into port that the Government should 

be asked to class it as a city instead of a country 

institution. This would mean that the Newcastle Hospital 

would be treated in the same way as the Prince Alfred 

Hospital of Sydney. He believed the government would not 

object to this. (Hear! Hear!) 

Mr. H. Lee felt sure that the committee could 

get the Government to grant £1,000 per annum to the 

institution. 



Dr, Nickson agreed thatthis would be only a reasonable 

request seeing that the institution was open to all poor 

people who came into port. Th p e remier could hardly 

refuse to put the Newcastle Hospital on the list of city 

hospitals. 

Dr. Doyle said he moved in this direction some 

three years ago but the Government could not do it without 

a special act being passed. 

The President said there would be little difficulty 

under that heading if the Government would only agree to 

give the increased grant. 

Mr. A. Fenwick believed in the probationary 

system of nursing. He knew of one nurse who had passed 

her examination after 9 months. 

The motion for the adoption of reports and 

balance sheet was carried unanimously. 

The President said he desired to thank the 

Secretary, Treasurer and the ladies and gentlemen ofthe 

"cafe chantant" entertainment committee for their kindness 

in giving the sum of £36. 5. 7, half proceeds of their 

entertainments to the funds of the hospital. 

The election of office bearers for the ensurng 

year resulted as follows, there being no opposition to any 

of the candidates who had already been nominated: 

President, Mr. Clarence H. Hannell; Vice-President, Mr. 

Joseph Wood; Auditors Messrs E. A. Chandler and H. V. 

Harris; General Committee, Messrs. Henry W. Lee, John M. 

Hyde, w. M. Levey, William Lyne, John Hay, Alfred Timbury, 

John O'Mara, Arthur Fenwick, Frederick Alcock, George 

Robert Short, w. B. Sharp, R. Alan Wallace, Thomas Brooks, 

W. K. Lochhead, Thomas Garrett, John Gilbert, W. J. Ellis, 

George Woolston, w. Millar and the Rev. s. c. J. Grime. 

There were originally 21 nominations for the 

Committee and Mr. w. G. Gardner withdrew to save the 

hospital the expense of a ballot. 



On the motion of Mr. A. Timbury, seconded by Mr. 

w. M. Levey it was decided "that a vote of thanks be accorded 

to the honorary medical staff for their aid to the 

institution during the past year". 

The President intimated that the fir st meeting 

of the new Committee would be held on Tuesday evening. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the 

meeting which was most orderly throughout. 



-133-

applicants would thereby be obtained. The Committee 

resolved that in future the salary p~;d to 
CA..L nurses for the 

first year shall be £12:10:0 with £5 per annum uniform 

allowance. Matron further requested that all reports on 

probationers and nurses be treated as confidential. Dr. 

Ludlow recommended that Nurse Amy Olive Robinson be gr ant ed 

sick leave from her duties. Dr. Horsfall stated that 

fifty-three patients were in hospital, and that typhoid 

fever was on the increase. The Secretary of the Hunt er 

District Water and Sewerage Board, wrote asking for t he 

numbers resident in the Hospital for the past six months , 

so that the surcharge on water used could be estima ted. 

The particulars were supplied, namely,daily average for 

past six months Staff 19.22 and patients 42.91. 17th 

January, 1896, two new senior nurses were appointed, 

F. Fletcher and Burgess, owing to the heavy duties necessary 

in nursing seventeen typhoid cases, Nurse Robinson was 

still unfit for duty. Nurse Dennis on loan from the 

Nurses Home in Phillip Street, Sydney, was paid £6:6:0, 

being at the rate of £2:2:0 per week, and allowed to re t urn 

to her home, as the Superintendent considered that the 

typhoid epidemic was on the wane. The salaries for the 

staff for January amounted to £77:6:4. 

Dr. w. Clarke of Hamilton was written a letter 

by the Secretary, informing him that as from 6th February, 

1896, he had been appointed a member of the Honorary 

Medical staff for the current year. The Secretary also 

appealed to the Newcastle Gas & Coke Company asking for a 

rebate of 5% in its charge for gas. The letter stated 

that the gas account amounted to £149:10:0 and "that owing 

to the depressed state of business generally, the -revenue 

has fallen far short of the amount necessary to maintain 

the Institution efficiently". 

Messrs. Tucker & Co., Sydney, forwarded some 

bottles of their famour Silverstream Schnappes for medicinal 
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purposes and they were forwarded t D 0 r. Horsfall for 
t esting purposes. 

The isolation ward s were in use, there being two 

cases of diphtheria and f one o scarletina being at t ended 

t here. Three lockers were purchased t a £1 each for each 

of the three wards. J M t • uncas er of Dempsey Island 

offered to supply eggs all the year round at 10d. per dozen , 

or he will be willing to allow Mr. J. O' Mara to fix a pric e 

every month. The Committee decided to accept Muncas ter' s 

offer at 10d. per dozen. The term paup d er croppe up again, 

C. Pugh, Secretary Dark Creek and Duckenfield Miners, Mi nmi, 

wrote asking if it was a fact that if a patient could no t 

pay, he was called a pauper. The Hospital Secretary 

informed him th at the form he was using was now classifie d 

as obsolete and that a new form would be put in the mail 

immediately. 

The gas lights within the hospital were not up 

to the standard of months past, so new burners were 

installed and a special revolving drum for economy 

purposes was placed in operation. 

Letters were sent to the following tradesmen of 

the district, notifying them that they had been successful 

in their tenders, F. Witherspoon- groceries but tea was to 

be purchased in bulk at 1/- per pound. C. Lauer for meat, 

Mr. J. McKensey for bread and flour, J. Muncaster for Milk 

and eggs, A. Hay - burial requirements, A. Hay supply of 

horse for the ambulance. The Medical Superintendent was 

asked to spread any orders, not specified in the tenders, 

around the tradesmen of the district evenly. 

Nurse Emily Howard, "Cawarrie" Hamilton Road, 

Newcastle, wrote to the Secretary, asking if she would be 

allowed to sit for her certificate examination, as she had 

to resign from the Hospital, though ill health, but was now 

recovered. allowed her request and wrote to 
The Committee 

them to a rrange for the examination. 
the Medical Board, asking 
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s examination was not held until M ay 5th, the examiners 

in Drs. w. Nickson and R.H. Treloar. They reported 

t she had passed th · t e examina ion with honours, she 

ained 87%. Miss E. Howard thu b s ecame the second 

sing graduate of Newcastle Hospital. The Medical Advisor 

o the Government wrote requesting that 11 a deaths occurring 

ddenly or resulting from injuries received by accident or 

other rise, whether recent or more remote, h s ould, before 

b ial , be reported to the Coroner of the District. Dean 

el,yn wrote complaining that the hospital did notg.ve 

ithe r him or the undertaker enough time to arrange for a 

ecent funeral. The Medical Superintendent admitted that 

ot enough time had been given on the last occasion. 

The moneys received into the hospital as fees 

d subscriptions for March 1st, to 13th, amounted to 

32/7/0, patients averaged 53 and the number of outpatients 

treated was seventy-five. The employment of a gardener at 

/ - per day was left in the hands of the Chairman. In 

~rch too, thirteen cases of typhoid and three of diphtheria 

•,ere admitted to the hospital. 

A telegram to the Principal Under-Secretary, 

•to obviate bank overdraft, please expedite payment of 

subsidy claim forwarded January 4th ." The finances were 

ta very low ebb, the Secretary was authorised to place 

bad debts in the hands of the Trade Protective Institute. 

The Paymaster Treasury N.S.W., 26/3/96, stated that the 

oum of £41 :5:9 had been lodged at the A.J.S. bank. This 

as the whole subsidy for the quarter ending 31/12/1895. 

Regulations tightening up payment of fees by shipping men 

ere drawn up, the last paragraph reads as follows:-

'That when a seaman being discharged from his vessel, having 

Pay
able to him at the shipping offices, the fees not 

ages 
being otherwise secured, he, the Doctor, must obtain from 

the patient an order on the shipping master to pay to the 

hospital, the expenses incurred for 
his treatment, such 
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orders to be sent to the shipping master through t he 

secretary, as soon after being obtained as possible. 11 

Dr. Horsfa~l reported that one death occurred during the 

week from Typhoid, that ten operations had been performed 

in the Institution since 22nd inst., that there are eleven 

cases of typhoid and one case of diphtheria at present i n 

the Hospital. 

Early in April, the President, c. H. Hannell, Esq., 

came to light with £126:1 :8, being net proceeds of concert 

and dramatic entertainment, managed by him on 26/3/96 f or 

the benefit of the Hospital. 

The Secretary District Hospital, Albury, wrote 

asking for particulars of the Newcastle Staff. The reply 

is given here for record purposes:-

Resident Medical Superintendent at £200 per annum 

Matron 

Senior Nurse 

3 senior staff nurses 

at £75 per annum 

at £40 

at £36 

II 

II 

II 

II 

3 junior staff nurses, one at £30 and two at £25 per annun 

4 probationer nurses at £20 per annum 

II 11 at £12:10:0 

wardsman at £1 per week 

2 domestic servants at £1 per week 

domestic servant at 8/- per week 

cook and laundress at £1 each per week. 

All the above are furnished with board and residence on the 

premises. 

The nursing staff with the exception of the Matron have an 

Of p 5, each in addition to annual allowance for uniform ~ 

by the Resident Medical salary. The dispensing done 
Mt on and head Superintendent and is assisted by the a r 

Staff consists of eight Medical 
nurse. The Honorary Medical 

Gentlemen of the City. 

rece].·ve a three years course of 
Our own nurses 

by the Resident, the 
training and lecturers are given 
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examiners being appointed from the H onorary Staff . 

Nurse Florence W. Brain, resigned her position 

as a Senior Staff nurse, for health reasons. Nurse M. 

Fletcher was promoted to fill the vacancy, while Nurse 

Moberly was advanced to £30 per annum as she had completed 

her last years examinations. The quarterly claim for 

Government subsidy amounting to £492:12:7 was paid into 

the credit of the Hospital. 

Mr. G. R. Short acted as Secretary for the meeting 

held on 23rd April, 1896, Mr. Scott Laing the Secretary, 

being ill. Dr. w. Irwin resigned from the Honorary Staff, 

the resignation being accepted with regret and a very nice 

letter forwarded to him, thanking him for his past services. 

Dr. Horsfall reported that at midnight on Thursday 

16th April, there were fifty-one patients in the wards, 

average number daily resident 53.14, number of outpatients 

treated 58. One week later he stated that there were 49 

in-patients, average daily resident fifty-one outpatients 

treated, 22 - 20 paying patients, ten typhoid cases: no 

new typhoid cases admitted for a fortnight. He also stated 

that a patient had been admitted suffering from Beri Beri, 

but had developed a rash closely resembling modified 

small-pox, - he reported the case as laid down in the act 

and the Hospital was quarantined for two days, the patient 

is still isolated. Dr. Horsfall also asked that improve

ments be carried out to the operating room by installing 

£2 10 0 A death occurred on a sink £4: 12: O and a boiler : : • 

that day, an accident resulting in a compound fracture of 

the thigh . Dr. J. w. Hester, of Stockton, was reappointed 

8/ 4/1896 The Resident 
an Honorary Medical Officer on 2 • 

Medical officer reported 30/4/96 that he advises reducing 

they enta~l extra work on 
the number of visiting days, as 

th faces for f1.·ve hours each week on four 
e staff and strange 

effect the health of patients, 
separate days, prejudicially 
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especially the typhoid cases. The c ·tt ommi ee, however 
' 

did not alter the number of visiting days. The account 

for wages amounting to £80:1 :11 was passed f or payment . 

Matron reported that Nurse L. Sheldon had contracted 

typhoid fever and had been admitted to the wards. Nurse 

Sheldon was not to recover, she died in the hospital on 

21/5/1896. The Secretary was instructed to make all 

funeral arrangements and to cause notices to be inserted 

in the press. Mr. Alfred Sharp, Architect, conferred with 

the Committee and submitted a pencilled sketch showing 

minor alterations to the kitchen block. Dr. A.H . Horsfall 

asked that his salary be raised to £300 per annum, this 

matter was referred to the General Committee. The tenders 

for painting the operating room were opened and that of 

J. s. Ash for £2 was accepted, Wilson and Patey being the 

lowest tender for lining and painting passage off dining 

rooms with 6 in. x 1 in. Baltic T. & G. boards secured that 

job, · their price being £12:5:0. The Committee also agreed 

to pay all funeral costs for the late Nurse Sheldon's 

burial, and also forwarded a letter of condolence to her 

parents who lived at Narrabri . The Governor of the 

Darlinghurst Jail has asked to supply coir matting for 

hospital use. Miss Lucy Southwood of Waratah became a 

probationary nurse, taking the place of the late Miss 

Sheldon. The Committee approved of the plans and 

specifications of proposed addition of four rooms to 

kitchen building of the Institution as submitted by Mr . 

A. Sharp, 10/6/96. It was decided to instruct the 

b adverti·sement 25th June, Architect to call for tenders Y 

1896, and to be addressed to the Committee of Management, 
f ddition Newcastle 

Newcastle Hospital, endorsed, Tenders or a 

Hospital. 

Mr. George Weir , Bolton Street, Newcastle, 
Honorary Dental 

23/6/1896, wrote offering his services as 

d g].·ve daily attendance if 
Surgeon to the Institution an 
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required - Decided to thank Mr . Weir for his offer and to 
inform him that it could not be accepted. Mr ,, D • , . ick, 
.P. Sydney, wrote that the Colonials ecretary was dis-

inclined to name a date for Visi·t1.·ng th H e Ospital as it 

as his practice to visit unexpectedly such institutions. 

urse A. M. Percy 25/6/1896 resigned her position as a 

Senior Staff nurse. A cheque £4 :9:9 was forwarded to the 

Overseer Darlinghurst Gaol, for matting supplied. 

Dr. A. Horsfall reported that at midnight 

4/6/1896, there were fifty patients in the hospital, daily 

average being 48 .1 4 and that he had attended to fifty 

outpatients during the week. Nurse E. Moberley was 

promoted to the vacancy on the senior staff . Dr. A. 

Horsfall asked for a fortnight's leave of absence and a 

testimonial, both of which were readily given . He was 

applying for a position in Tasmania. The seven tenders 

were opened for the additions to the kitchen block. 

There was a variation of £40 in price between the lowest 

and highest tenders, that of J. s . Ash & Sons for £133 :3:9 

being the lowest, was accepted. An honorarium of £1 :1:0 

was paid to the Secretary for extra work in examining 

plans, etc. Mr. A. Sharp, the Architect, watching the 

commencement of the additions, saw that the ground, having 

been made up, was no good for foundations, so he authorised 

the laying down of 12 in. x 6 in. turpentine hard wood all 

d t ~3 O O "Th1.· nks this may be a saving roun a a cost of ~ : : • 

in the brick work. 11 

G . was censured for blundering The Rev. s . c. J. rime 

into a private ward occupied by a female patient. Dr. R. 

Treloar wrote asking for an explanation before he would 

allow a patient of his to be admitted, "the Doctors regard 

Parallel to the bedrooms of a 
the privacy of wards as a 

residence and their guarantee of this to ladies is an 

inc en ti ve t o them to enter the hospital for treatment";• 
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e Rev. Grime stated that as a Committee man and a 

er of a religious order, he visited every room in 

e hospital. He would not willingly have intruded and 

e tainly would not do so again. 

Decided that a smart, intelligent boy aged about 

ixteen years be engaged, to act as Hall Porter at a ~eekly 

age of 5/- food and living. The Chairman reported that. 

e had allowed a nurse out private nursing on the applica-

tion of Dr. J. L. Beeston, to the Matron. Decided that a 

fee of £2:2:0 per week be charged, half the fee to be paid 

to the Nurse. 

July, 1896 found the hospital very short af ~nds 

to carry on its work. It was found necessary to withdraw 

a fixed deposit from the Bank amounting to £214 : 5 : 1. The 

other money received for a fortnight reached the magnificent 

sum of £33. Dr. Horsfall reported that there were only 36 

patients in the hospital and that as the female ward 

requires attention, this was the time to do it. The 

ceiling was falling and should be replastered and the 

·,hole ward scoured. 

The Medical Board examiners Drs. Beeston and 

Eames reported that the results of the examinations were 

as follows: 1st Year Nurse J. Anderson 2nd Class Honours, 

urse E. Cameron passed, Nurse L. Abell passed, Nurse M. 

Jones. 2nd Year A. Robinson 1st Class Honours, 

Special Examination E. Moberly - Passed. 

"A patient Peter Matteo from the ship "Ensenada" 

died 30/7/96 from cellulitis of neck produced probably by 

some caustic applied to the inside of the neck by a Quack, 

an inquest being held. 11 

Accounts were 

(labourer) 10/6. Nurse 

passed for payment F. Bagnall 

M. Newton t fee 10/6, Nurse E. 

Cameron t fee £1/1/-. Salaries and Wages £77/8/8. 
The 
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Committee approved of the increase f 
0 salary in accordance 

Ii.th the regulations being given to the nurses who had 

completed the full :years service and 
. successfully passed 

t he recent examinations 
' to date from 1/8/1896. Nurse J. 

nderson £20 to £25 . E. Cameron £20 to £25. M J • ones 
£20 to £25. A.O. Robinson £25 to £30 and E. Moberley 

having passed a special examination her promotion to Senior 

Staff nurse at £36 per annum. Miss Mary Morris was appointed 

a probationary nurse. The Honorary Medical Staff attended 

the Committee Meeting on 24th August , with reference to 

the application received for the position of Medical 

Superintendent to replace Dr. A. Horsfall , resigned. Drs. 

Beeston, Nickson, Eames and Clark carefully scrutinising 

the papers of each candidate and reported, that Francis 

Eagleton's application was informal as he was unqualified, 

Dr. Sibley was unsuitable due to his age, Drs. Crawley, 

Sproule, Prendegast and Lyons are eligible but they would 

recommend Dr. Lyons. The General Committee decided they 

would prefer Dr. A. Crawley, who was appointed. In response 

to an advertisement calling for applications for a 

certificated trained nurse for the senior Staff, applica

tions were received from Miss J. Dunkin of Stanmore, Miss 

N. Brown, Paddington, Miss E. Mayer of Sydney and Miss F. 

w. Brain of Summer Hill. The Committee selected Miss F. 

w. Brain who had already been on the staff but had resigned 

through temporary illness. Just one month later she 

notified, that she had changed her mind. The Matron Miss 

Jane Walsh asked for leave of absence and that during her 

absence Miss M. Newton was quite capable of being in charge 

of the hospital. The Committee concurred. The Resident 

Medical Officer was informed by letter that the Committee 

would in future order all wines and spirits requisitioned 

for. During the past month the interior of the hospital 

had been renovated and painted by J. s. Ash & Sons the 

work being 

there were 

' 

supervised by the Architect J. Sharp • 

few patients in the hospital Matron Walsh 

As 
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ommended that the senior Nursi·ng V acancy which was to 

e been filled by Nurse Brain be not filled during her 

b ence on leave from the hospital. 

0 

In September, 1896 Dr. J. Beeston wrote on behalf 

his confreres asking that a Roentgen Ray t appara us be 

urchased . The outfit owned by Mr. w. Filmer could be used 

t any time but his members considered that the hospital 

hould have one. H. W. Lee Committeeman reported that he 

had engaged a hall porter at 5/- per week and food and 

tha t Captain Joshia Slocum had consented to throw open to 

the public, his yacht "Spray" the collection would be made 

on behalf of the hospital. F. Witherspoon, a hospital 

supplies contractor was informed that the straw supplied 

or bedding was of poor quality and dirty. He promised to 

select better quality in future. Mr. Wm. Levey, Honorary 

ecretary , Hospital Sunday Committee, was prepared to pay 

over the hospital's share £40/14/3! provided the hospital 

sent him a cheque for! the expenses namely £8/16/5 which 

•,as done. The principal Under Secretary paid into the 

bank, the Subsidy claim for the quarter ending September, 

1896 - the amount for £301/11/-. The Secretary was ordered 

t o write direct to the makers of the Roentgen Ray apparatus 

to enable the Committee to purchase at the best price. Dr. 

Crawley submitted quotations for a dressing table for the 

operating room viz. A Hay Cedar Table 3 16
11

x1
1
8

11 
x 3' 

1/10/- and with a plate glass top i" 12/6, 3/8" 18/6, 

3/4" 60/-. c. McLennan however, offered to copy an 

·11ustration from Arnold & Sons' Catalogue for £5/5/-. 

The latter quote the Committee accepted. Amounts amounting 

t o £165/12/11 were passed for payment. C. Lauer £8/10/9 

t 
p9/3/4 milk and eggs, T. F. Witherspoon 

meat , J. Muncas er~ 
£21/7/4 groceries, and Newcastle Building Company Ltd. 

£6
2
/lO/-. The last amount had been withdrawn from the 

HOSPJ..
·tal treasurer without the Committee 

Society by the 
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ion consequently it was Paid in 
again to bear interest. 

srs . w. & E. Filmer, were appointed H 
onorary Electricians. 

the period 17th to 23rd October th 
e inmates of the 

o pital averaged 47 per night and 44 patients attended 
tpatients. 

The medical officer was asked to notify all 

ff, that greater care must be taken of t 
pa ient•s 

luables , the committee was quite sure a valuable brooch 

longing to a patient had been returned to the 
owner, 

ongst dirty clothes and had subsequently been lost at 

ome . On Matron's return from leave Nurse M. Newton took 

er leave and was granted an extra fortnight as the hospital 

snot busy. A demonstration of the use of Roentgen Ray 

s given in the Nurses Dining Room, all honoraries attended 

d were much impressed by its possibilities. Miss Mary 

evton resigned her position as Senior Nurse in October 

1896, she having been appointed Matron of the Hospital for 

the Insane in Newcastle. The committee placed on record 

their appreciation of her 5 years service and wished her 

ell in her new sphere of service. 

The salaries and wages for the staff amounted 

to £80/12/4 for the month of October 1896. Senior Staff 

urse Dora Burgess resigned and Nurse A. o. Robinson was 

promoted to that position at a salary of £36 per annum. 

Dr . Crawley was asked to submit the length of time certain 

patients had been in hospital. Robert Burgess, 12 years, 

had been in residence 298 days, several others 66 days. 

In each case the Honorary Medical Staff were asked to report 

gain in 14 days as to the advisability of discharging 

these patients to some asylum, as they were occupying beds 

·hich should only be available to acute cases. 

The Honorary Medical B03.rd inspected plans for 

improvements in bathroom and lavatory accommodation at the 

· d expressed themselves as being rear of the North wing an 

step had been taken at long last. highly delighted that this 

-
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0n November 13th, Dr. Crawley reported that 2 of 

patients who h db a een in hospital for so long had been 

to the "Destitute Asylum", th 1 e ma e to George st. 

lum , Parramatta and the lady t N o ewington Asylum, 

ngton, the boy Burgess was still in hospital, some 

t improvement having taken place 1·n hi·s condition. 

n ers had been called for the new services at the rear 

O the North Wing and that the successful tenderer was 

• & A. Fawcett the price being £298 and the time allowed 

eeks . The Honorary Medical Staff was notified through 

• Beeston that they must curtail the number of admittances 

hilst the work was in progress. The Principal under 

cretary notified the Hospital· that £28,000 had been 

oted to aid all Charitable Institutions in the State 

or the year ending June, 1897 on condition of equal amount 

bing raised by private contribution and Government right 

o recommending patients through Police Magistrates and 

other approved officers. Claims against the vote must be 

endered to 31/12/1896 and 30/6/1897. Subsidy may be 

claimed on bequests and donations on the £1 for £1 system 

to the extent of £100 and interest at current rates not to 

xceed 5% to £4000. A special grant of £500 voted to 

e castle Hospital and requesting its completion by supply 

certificates that the money had been expended for the 

purpose given. Nurse Mary Jones resigned her position 

aving been appointed to staff of Sydney Hospital. Matron 

requested the engagement of a Senior Nurse to take Miss 

ewton 's place and for a probationer to take the place of 

urse Jones. 

The Committee requested Dr. Harwood, not to send 

in any patients at all during the building alterations. 

Caledonian Societies of Newcastle, 
e Secretary of the United 

'nmi and Wallsend , donated £5/5/- to the Hospital, on the 

occasion of the third Highland Gathering and asked that the 

receipt be acknowl@dged by advertisement. The Committee 

-
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c'ded that if necessary for the payment of salaries and 

es for the month of November , 1896, to the staff on 

on ay the 30th November the Chairman and Secretary to 

terview the manager of the A.J.S. Bank, Newcastle, with 

vie ·1 of arrano--i ng for t t:>-'- emporary accommodation to meet 

h cheque for £74/11/9 there being a deficiency of £32/8/-, 

no further moneys received by that date. 

The Committee men present at the meeting on the 

st December were, F. Alcock, Chairman, A. Fenwick, A. 

imbury, J. Hyde, and J. O'Mara, they asked that the 

Secretary write to J. Saunders Sub-Inspector of Police, 

to D. Dobie for names and addresses of Secretaries of all 

sonic Lodges in the district, to T. Simon for addresses 

of all Trade Societies, to Jas. Curley for all Miners 

Lodges and to Wm. Levey for Friendly Societies. The 

purpose of these letters was to place before them the poor 

financial position in which the hospital found itself and 

to ask for a donation in money or kind for the Christmas 

arty . It was estimated that 63 persons all told would 

need Christmas Cheer within the hospital walls. Maitland 

Hospital was enquiring about the Roentgen Ray but the 

Committee asked the Secretary to report that as yet, a 

machine had not been installed. 

December 11th saw correspondence from the 

ecretary Wallarah Miners Lodge, Catherine Hill Bay asking 
Due to 

that a bed be made available for a Mr. Harriso n. 

the alterations, no bed was available the Resident Medical 

· · t wi· re as soon as one was available. 
Officer promising o 
This he did within a few days, to be informed that the 

Lodge doctor, Dr. Attenbury had cured the patient. The 

Government subsidy forthe quarter ending 30th September 

I /9 W
as paid to the hospitals credit 

:imounting to £179 11 
This subsidy, together with the 

·Tith the A.J .s. Bank. 
Fees £31/3/6, subscriptions £5/12/8 

special £500 grant and 



-146-

d miscellaneous £2 brought the credit side of the ledger 
o £718/7/7. The daily average of patients for 

the month 
as 43.9 and 40 patients were treated at t t· ou -pa ients for 

vhe week. The boy Burgess, had not improved during the 

past week and Thirch's method of skin grafting was to be 

tried. Miss J. Isabell Brown joined the hospital as a 

probationer, Dr. A. Crawley asked for 4 days leave of 

absence , over Christmas, he had arranged with Drs . Beeston, 

:farris , Nickson and Ludlow to attend to his duties. Dr. 

Aubrey Crawley reported that Nurse Millard and Sturdy had 

been ill and that they were not strong enough for nursing 

duties. 

The first complaint for the year 1897 came from 

a patient at Teralba to the President, complaining that 

medicine given to him by the Doctor, had only Peppermint 

for indigestion and Rheumatism etc. The Secretary was 

instructed to reply giving the Doctors statement which 

unfortunately was not recorded. 

The Roentgen Apparatus, required a special 

alt ernating current for use, so the Mayor asked that it be 

referred to the special Electric LightCommittee for 

consideration. This was in reply to the Secretarys letter, 

applying to have alternating (incandescent) current laid 

on through a transformer to the Hospital and supply at a 

pressure of 110 Volts for use in connection with the 

Roentgen apparatus. The Matron reported that she had 

engaged Miss Bertha Pierce as a probationary nurse in lieu 

of Miss Sturdy who was found not to be strong enough for 

Nursing duties. The Secretary produced receipted vouchers 

Passed for payment. 
and the following special accounts were 

b nual fee £1/1/- , s. 1 • 
Hunsdale (Sweep) 15/-, P.O. ox an 

Petty ·Cash £2/-/-, 
Laing Commission £ 1 /15/9, Secretary . 

for printing 750 Annual 
Matron Petty Cash £5 . The tender 

600 from the Federal Printing 
Reports for 1896 and wrapping 

Co. was accepted for £4/2/6 . 
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Mr. H. V. Harr i s be ing absent from th e Colony, Mr . E. c. 
Graham was asked t o assist Mr . A E • • Chandler in auditing 

the books and accounts f or the annual financial statement . 

Mr. W. s. Bacon carrier , was engaged to d 11 h . o a Ospital 

cartage from Rail and Steamer and to pay all h ' c arges and 

render his account monthly. 

Dr. A. J. Horsfall and Dr. Harwood forwar ded a 

cheque for t he us ual Yearly subscriptions . Richard Thomas 

of Duckenfield Coll i ery Minmi reported t hat a hospital 

committee had been f ormed in Minmi that Dr . Gleddon of 

Minmi had been appointed Secretary and t hat the funds 

collected would be divided equally between Walls end and 

Newcastle Hospitals . 

F. B. Menkens , Architect , 15/1/1897, authorising 

the balance of £54/ 7/ 10 on Fawcetts contrac t for the 

completion of s ervi ces at the back of the North Wing. He 

also forwarde d his cheque for £8/8/- as a donation to the 

Hospital. Nurse Mary Cameron wrote from Hay Hos pital 

asking for her cer tificate of training, that she served 

3 years and 10 months and gained 95% i n her exami nation . 

Hospital cert i ficate Number 3 was forwarded toher . The 

r eceipts for the month of January were subscript ions , 

£269/10/6, and Fees , £71/4/-. Two gentlemen were recommended 

for t he position of treasurer namely M. B. Anderson and 

T. M. O' Neill . Mr . Anderson was elected by a show of hands . 

The President , de clared elected T. Brooks , J . M. Hyde , 

J. O' Mara and w. Lyne as the Committee of Management for 

the quarter ending 31st March , 1897• 

Messrs . Henry Fisher & Co . Sydney , gave full 

R and apparatus , the 
particulars and price £27 for X- ays 

H ary Medical 
Committee f orwarded particulars to the onor 

asked for 
Board for comment . The Resident Medical Officer 

urgent requJ..·s1.· tion to Sydney for 6 
confirmation of his 

the case being urgent , each 
Tetanus anti- toxin injections , 



dose costing 10/-. 

passed for payment. 
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Salaries amounting t £76/ / o 12 - •ere 

The following members of the Medical 

profession were elected for the year 1897, J. L. Beeston , 

Wm. Irwin, J. W. Hester, v. Ludlow R H T 1 , • • re oar 11 L ' ,w . • 

Eames, W. Nickson and W. Clarke, Dr. A. H. Horsfall did 

not receive the necessary votes. At midnight 27/1/1597 

there were 51 patients in the Hospital and 49 outpatients 

had been attended. 

In February, the R.M.O. reported that a lady had 

been inpatient for 75 days, following the removal of a leg 

at the knee, that she would soon go out. He had returned 

most of the anti-tetanus serum to Sydney as the patient had 

died. Mr. Filmer the Honorary Electrician, reported that 

the Roentgen apparatus quoted at £27 was not strong enough 

for the Hospital purposes, it had a 4" spark coil not 

sufficient for anything else than hand or foot unless 

under very long exposure and does not think the Edison 

Lollande Battery suitable. He will give a complete list 

of suitable apparatus in a few days . Matron reported that 

she had engaged Amelia Glover as a probationary nurse. 

The Matron's recommendation, that owing to the difficulty 

of obtaining senior staff, the Committee advertises for a 

senior nurse at £1 per week, but they decided to make it 

£45 per annum without any uniform allowance. 

Dr. John Harris was accorded a very hearty vote 

of thanks for his long and valuable services rendered to 

h a member of 
the Institution during the many years e was 

the Of the Institution such vote to 
Honorary Medical Staff 

t This resolution 
be communicated to the Doctor by let er. 

·ved with acclamation. 
by C. H. Hannell and A. Fenwick was recei 

no reply to the advertise
A month passed and still 

the Committee bowed to 
ment for a senior nurse at £45, so 

salary of £52 be 
Matron's suggestion that a head nurse at a 

t the applicants 
engaged. These advertisements bore frui' 
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NEWCASTLE MORNI NG HERALD , THURSDAY, February 24 , 1955• 

TI ME NURSES TRAINED HARD WAY . 

Memories o f nursing days at Royal Newcastle 

Hospital more t han half a century ago were r ecalled this 

week by an alert, tiny old woman who was the guest at a 

birthday party. 

She is Miss Amelia Glover, of Hami lton , who 

started training at the hospital in 1897 . 

Wi th an extraordinary memory for name s and dates 

she spoke about her training at the hospital when i t had 

only · 50 beds. 

The t r aining was much harder in thos e days , she 

said. Advances in science and the discovery of new drugs 

had made t he work much easier . 

When she went to NewcastleHospital there were 

only 15 nurs es and one resident doctor on the s t af f. Only 

three nurses were on night duty at a time. "Miss Walsh was 

matron then and Dr . Crawley was the Resident," Miss Gl over 

said. 

Staff Of Two 

Be f ore she started at Newcastle Miss Glover did 

nine months' early training at Muswellbrook Hospital, where 

she and the matron were the entire nursing staff . 

If nur ses at. Newcastle hospital in those days 

were not particularly busy they would often spend a day i n 

the linen r oom making sheets and pillow slips and repairing 

the linen . 

Their duties also included sweeping and cleaning 

the wards after meals, cleaning baths and sinks with old-

t he patients' lockers . 
fashioned bath brick and scrubbing out 

8•30 p . m. and worked 
Night nurses went on duty at 

d'd not go on till 
through till 8 a . m. On Sundays they 1 

9 p. m. to give them time to go to church if they wished. 



TIME NURSES TRAINED HARD WAY . (2). 

All nurses were given only one day off a month. 

Miss Glover remembers th e two-horse ambulance 

which served Newcastle Hospital at th e turn of the century. 

"It was like an ordinary coach and was kept at 

Mr. Neve's furniture shop in Hunter.;..street," she said. 

"Mr. Neve supplied the horses and drove the ambulance . We 

nurses were often sent in it to help to bring patients to 

the hospital. 11 

Nurses in her day were always well behaved, Miss 

Glover said. 

"There was no smoking, looseness or flippancy 

among us, 11 she said. "we all had the greatest respect for 

our sacred profession and our nurse's uniform. 11 

After she left Newcastle Hospital in 1901, Miss 

Glover did some private nursing, then went to the Royal 

Hospital for Women in Sydney to do her obstetrics course. 

Later she returned to private nursing and travelled 

in horse-drawn coaches to many parts of the State on her 

cases. 

When she broke a leg last year Miss Glover spent 

11 weeks in Royal Newcastle Hospital. From her bed in Ward 

400 she could see a small section of grey slate roof which 

she thinks is the only part remaining of the hospital of her 

day. 

Miss Glover decided to become a nurse when she 

was 13, after one of her brothers and a sister died of 

typhoid. Her family was then living between Seaham and 

Raymond Terrace. 

She had six brothers and two sisters. 
She was 

near East Maitland. 
born on her parents' farm at Buchanan, 

k Was given by Mr. and 
Her birthday party this wee 

Mayfield, with whom 
Mrs. D. D. Mackay, of Maitland-road, 

she is staying for a few weeks. 



NOTES I CAN REMEMBER OF MY TRAINING I N NEWCASTLE HOSPITAL. 

30/5/54. 

During my training the day nurses were called by 

the night sister at 5.20 a.m. and before taking up duty 

went to the dining room and partook of cup of tea and 

snack prepared by the probationer on night duty . Day Staffs 
hours were from 6 a.m. to 5.30 on k d wee ays one day , then 

the next or alternate days hours were from 6 a .m. with a 

three hours off duty from 2.30 p.m. until 5. 30 when we went 

to tea then to duty until 8. 30, Sunday the night s t aff 

began duty at 9 p.m. 

The night staff during the first part of my 

training began at 8.30 p . m. (week days) until 8 a . m., but 

was afterwards shortened to 7 a.m. and after breakfast had 

permission to go out for a short time if s o desired , then 

to bed, until 5.30 p . m., when we were called, and after 

having dinner were free until 8.30. The term of ni ght 

duty for the sister in charge was three months from date 

to date (say from the first month to end of t he third) with 

no time off, and the junior and probationers term was two 

months without a night off from date to date, when we 

returned to day duty. 

Those hours were in force when I began my training, 

then later on the night sister had three days off a fter her 

three months night duty, and the junior and probationer had 

two days. Each nurse was allowed one day off a mont h always 

on a Sunday. 
I did 

When I did duty in the mens surgical ward 
not too busy in 

a day serving in the linen rooms if we were 

the ward. t f rom their respective 
The probationers du Y 

akf t and one hour 
Wards was to go to the butcher at bre as 

Patients, and the late 
to cut the bread and butter for the 

butter the crust for the poor 
Nurse Hewison used to say 

things. 
plain but patients 

In those days the food was very 



NOTES I CAN REMEMBER OF MY TRAINING IN NEWCASTLE HOSPITAL. 
(2) 

were allowed to bring in eggs, chicken broth or other food 
even to send in a special dinner if the patient was on 

ordinary diet. 

The nurses would cook th e eggs, and would write 

the name of each patient on the eggs, so the patient would 

get their own eggs. 

' 

There was only a two horse ambulance i·n those days, 

and it was kept at Mr. Neve' s furni· ture emporium, and when 

needed, was driven by one of Mr . Neve's sons, a very quiet 

good looking young man. 

There was one wards man, Crandle by name, and one 

hallporter. There was only one lift, and operation and 

helpless patients from the women and children wards were 

taken up and down, being carried on a canvas stretcher. 

The infectious wards was across the court yard, 

and when the doctor was needed or an urgent call if we had 

a serious diphtheria case, we pressed a button, and a bell 

with a loud noise connected with the main building would 

bring the sister from the medical ward hurrying, and on 

one occasion when one of the nurses was ill, and another 

away on vacation, I did 24 hours on duty with a very 

serious case for the child had to have constant attention 

having had an operation for Tracheotomy. 

Would be the humorous side of the 
At times there 

Who had been seriously ill with 
work, and a young jockey 

concussion due to an accident on the racecourse, and whose 

tal Stl.
·11 defecti·ve would get up occasionally 

men condition was 

the Other Pati·ents lockers looking for 
at night, and get to 

after being to the medical 
their fruit, and on one occasion 

Went back after by short 
ward on my usual round of duty I 

f ound Master Hector Tutes 
patrol to the surgical ward, and 

bed empty and himself missing. 

Knowing that all doors 
were locked and keys taken 



NOTES I CAN REMEMBER OF MY TRAINING I N NEWCASTLE 
HOSPITAL 

(3) 

I walked up the hall ps. st the private ward t o the 

dispensary, where the light was kept iurne d on , (it being 

gas in those days), I found him· th in e bot t om of the large 

splint cupboard with the tail of his pyjama coat just 

showing so marched him back to the ward. 

Then another night as I stood looki ng out of the 

window of the men medical for the front of the hospital 

faced King Street, I saw a man walking very fast up t o the 

door and thinking he would ring t he door bell , he jumped 

the fence into the Hospital yard. 

Hurrying out through the back , I called who goes 

there and the man replied I want t o go to my shi p s o 

telling him that he was in the hospital yard, I call ed the 

wardsman and the hall porter who took him away to the wharf . 

The salary in those days was First year 7 shillings 

a week, the second year 12/- and the Third year, 16/- and 

the shops being open until 9 p.m. we often did shopping 

after tea. 

Also occasionally when on night duty wi th Nurse 

Abell and with Matron's permission we would go out to her 

home by the 7 a.m. steam train both going to s leep on the 

then 1 and three-quarter hour trip and after a fe w hours 

good sleep we would get up have some refresh,ment t hen vis i t 

her sister Mrs. Cumming and later catch· .. the seven o'clock 

tra].·n good ti·me for another night of dut y. back, arriving in 

Many are the happy memories of those bygone days 

and nurses with whom I worked side by side. 

I am sorry to have written at such length, and 

trust that you will overlook mistakes in writing and 

St].·11 numb, so that it is difficult 
spelling for my hand is 

I may add that the nurses gave me a 
to write at all. 

1 Matron gave me a 
framed photograph of the staff, a so 

·t· 1 engraved upon it 
silver serviette ring with my ini ia s 

--~ ~~~_when leaving. rith bes t wishes from 



Sister Glover died June 10th, 1965 at Cooranbong . (B • . • c. ) 

Funeral Notice -

GLOVER. - The Relatives and Friends of Miss AMELIA GLOVER 

are respectfully invited to attend her Funeral at the 

seventh Day Adventist Cemetery, Cooranbong, at 11 o' clock 

today, (Thursday June 10). 

AVONDALE CEMETERY TRUST. 

Mr. Faul, Secty. 
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NURSING IDENTITY DIES, 94 

Miss Amelia Glover, who lived for several years 

the Riverview Home for the A ged at Cooranbong, has died 

Rathmines Hospital at the age of 94. 

..L. Maitland and The Glovers were pioneers ;n the 

illiams River areas. 

Miss Glover was born on her parents' farm at 

Buchanan, near Maitland. Her mother was 92 when she died 

in 1933. 

Miss Glover was Royal Newcastle Hospital's 

oldest living graduate. 

An English will stipulated in a bequest that a 

sum of money be passed to the nurse holding that qualifica

tion, and it went to Miss Glover. 

She began her training in 1897 when Royal Newcastle 

had 50 beds, a staff of 15 nurses, and one resident doctor. 

She was the oldest member of Royal Newcastle Hospital 

Graduate Nurses' Association. 

Hospital Matron 

Nurse Glover nursed in a number of centres. 

She was matron of the Condoblin Hospital. Later, she was 

engaged in private nursing at Summer Hill, Sydney, and 

other centres. She was for many years a member of the 

St. John Ambulance organisation. 

Her interest in nursing was aroused by the 

number of deaths from typhoid. 

The graveside service at the Avondale Cemetery, 

Cooranbong, was conducted by Pastors Abbott and Campbell, 

according to the rites of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 



" ewcastle Morning Herald" 30 ' · th January, 1892 . 

EWCASTLE HOSPITAL ANNUAL MEETING. 

The annual general meeting of contri·b t u ors to 

the Newcastle H · t 1 ospi a was held in the lecture hall of t he 

School of Arts last evening. The president of the 

institution, Mr. Clarence H. H annell occupied the chair and 

there was a good attendance. 

The report of the general committee for the year 

ended 31st December last stated that the institution had 

been maintained in an eff1· c1·ent manner. Th e whole interior 

of the main hospital had been cleaned, repaired and painted 

at a cost of £218.13.8 ; sanitary improvements had been 

effected at a cost of £320; and 4 bedrooms and a store

room had been added to the kitchen building, at the cost 

of £164. 8. 9 • . Application had been made to the Government 

for a special vote of £1,000 to enable the committee to 

meet the growing demands made on the institution, and £500 

had been received. The incoming committee would have to 

make another claim on the Government. During the year the 

committee submitted to the Government the propriety of 

placing the institution on a footing similar to that of 

Sydney and Prince Alfred Hospital, with respect to receiving 

from the Government pecuniary consideration for the treat

ment of_. pauper patients . It was shown that the demands on 

this institution were as general in their character of 

disease and as unrestricted by local limits in their 

admission of patients as those made on the large Sydney 

hospitals; and on these grounds this hospital should, the 

committee thought, be classed as a general or city hospital. 

TheGovernment promised to give the application consideration, 

but it was subsequently found that the status of the 

b 
of a special act 

hospital could only be altered Y means 

the matter has 
to remain in abeyance until 

of Parliament , 
the next session of Parliament, With regard to this matter 

their thanks to Messrs . 
the committee desired to express 

w. T. Dick and J . L. Fegan, Ms . P. for their valuable 



/EWCASTLE HOSPITAL ANNUAL MEETING ( 1897) (2) 

assistance. The revenue for the year had increased 
that of the . over previous year to the extent of £516.14. 8. 
This was due in the main to an increase in private 

tl.
·ons t th subscrip-

' 0 e realisation on a bequest of the late Henry 

Finch, the proceeds of the president's concert, and to the 

large receipts from pay1.·ng t· pa 1.ents. The amount received 

for fees was £330 . 11 • 0 1.· n excess of any previous year's 

receipts from this source, owing to the fact that the 

patient who could afford to contribute wholly or in part 

had done so. In the expenditure endeavours to economise 

cons1.s ent with efficiency and the to the utmost limits · t 

pa ien s ad been exercised, with the result welfare of the t· t h 

that the total reduction in the cost of maintenance of 

£234. 9. 1 had been effected with an increased number of 

patients admitted, the average cost per occupied bed being 

in 1895 £58.10. 2, and in 1896 £57 . 6. 7. The income for 

the year from all sources was £3 ,179.13. 4, and the 

expenditure £3,055. 8. 4. 

Mention was made of the appointment of Dr. Crawley 

as medical superintendent vice Dr. A.H. Horsfall resigned; 

of the introduction of the Roentgen apparatus, and of the 

satisfactory manner in which the matron (Miss Walsh) had 

performed the duties appertaining to her responsible position. 

Thanks were recorded to the honorary medical staff for the 

ability and zeal shown by them; to Mr. J. Dickson Hamilton , 

the honorary dental surgeon; to Mr. Hannell who after 21 

years attention to the sick and suffering had handed in 

£126. 1. 8 as the proceeds of a dramatic concert organised 

by him; to the Mayor (Ald. T. Smith) for a donation of 

£3. 3. O; to the Friendly Societies Association for a 

donation of £40; to the Shop Employees Association for a 

donation of £16 ; and to the ladies and gentlemen who had 

otherwise contributed in providing a Christmas cheer for the 

inmates. Admitting that the subscriptions for the past year 

had shown an improvement on the year of 1895, the amount was 
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£400 le ss than that received as subscriptions i· n 
1 891 , •1hile 

the demands on the institution were groWing larger year by 

year . In view of these conditions th , e committee urged 

upon the charitable public the necessity for a more l iberal 

and extended support being given. 

The president was satisfied the report would be 

considered highly satisfactory for it showed a substantial 

credit balance after providing for many improvement s that 

had been made during the year. The buildings were i n 

splendid order . It was no vain boast to say t hat no 

instituti on in the colony of a kindred character was better 

looked after , and it would be most difficult to f i nd any

where more efficient medical and nursing staffs . Hear ! 

Hear! The Government during the year had given £500 i n 

response to a request for £1 , 000 . This half a loa f was 

much better than none, and could be taken as an earnest of 

more to follow . It required at least £200 per month t o 

provide for the working expenses of the hospital 

large sum to procure from public subscriptions. 

by year the population increased so did sickness. 

-- a 

As year 

More 

accommodation would, the refore , be needed to meet the 

Comm]_·ttee to still further demands and to enable the 

extend the usefullness of the institution. 
The second room 

d · n connection 
for operations was urgently wanted, an i 

h l d be provided. The neces
therewith a receiving wards ou 

had been brought under the 
sity for a receiving ward 

1 staff time 
notice of the committee by the honor ary medica 

of renovations, 
after time . 

the outside 

The fever ward was also in need 
and the grounds should 

fencing wanted repairing 

Out these works assistance 
To carry be made more attractive . 

and they had a true
would be asked from the Government 

heart ed friend in Mr . Brunker . 
which had The application 

. laced on the same 
been made to have Newcastle hospital p 

·tal would , Mr . 
footing as Sydney and Prince Alfred Hospi 
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Hannell f elt sure , result in a bill bei·ng · introduced 

session. Ther e was no reason why Newcastle Hospital 
next 

should 

not be entitled to the same privileges as those in Sydney 

for it had many non- paying patients who happened to be only 

temporarily resident there. Several hundred of this 

unfortunate class of patients had been attended to year after 

year and there was necessarily a severe strain on the 

r esources of the committee, but he thanked God that every 

case had been assisted and no one refused admission. 

Applaus e. He would like to see the subscribers pay more 

frequent visits to the institution and see for themselves 

the splendid conditions in which it was kept. There had 

not been the slightest friction throughout the year. All 

seemed to have vied with each other in doing the best they 

could f or the general welfare of the hospital . After 

thanking all those whose names are mentioned in the report 

above the president moved that the report and balance 

sheet be adopted. 

Mr . w. M. Levey seconded the motion. 

Dr . J . L. Beeston in supporting the motion said 

he was glad that the president had mentioned the matter of 

the want of an extra operating room. 
They had been working 

st Whenever an 
in the same room for some 10 or 12 years pa • 

·twas necessary for the patient to be accident occurred i 

taken r ight into the operating room. 
There should be a 

The president 
casualty r oom as well as an operating room. 

b 1 ce sheet 
in reply to Mr . McMichael stated that the a an 

d Was a true recor explained everything an 

at the institution up to the present . 

d of all work done 

J.
·f the amount of £200 put 

Dr . Doyle inquired 
fund" was still worth that 

down to "permanent subscribers 
Newcastle Building and 

amount seeing that it was in the 

Investment Company . 

The pr esident : the amount of the 
"Yes, 

• t II 

no thing upon 1 • institution will lose 
~~-----------

deposit and the 
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Dr . Doyle then called attention to the word 

11pauper" in the report of the commi· ttee . T here should be 

no menti on of that word while "non- pavu i· 11g" ld wou explain 

everything . People who availed themselves of the benefits 

of the hospital and paid £3 a week for attention were quite 

as much paupers as the non- paying patients . Whenever the 

new bill should be introduced he hoped that the general 

meeting ofthe subscribers would be called to consider the 

details of it . The Newcastle Hospital was founded 

simultaneously with theMelbourne Hospital in 1848 . He 

mentioned this because few people were aware of it . He 

was at one with Dr . Bee st on as to the necessity for a 

receiving room. He expressed the hope that the incoming 

commit t ee would see their way to deal with the large 

increase of outdoor patients . Many people who could well 

afford t o pay for treatment had been to him and in some 

cases he had refused to sign them over to the hospital . 

The committee should take care to see that the institution 

was not imposed upon . 

Mr . J . O' Mara explained that the outdoor patients 

were 50% less than 9 months ago . 

of Chief 

insane. 

medical 

of her. 

Dr . Doyle expressed his pleasure at the promotion 

O f the hospital for the 
Nurse Newton to be matron 

th hospital while he was 
Miss Newton had joined e 

had always a very high opinion 
superintendent and he 

sheet were unanimously 
The report and balanc e 

agreed t o. 
nded by Mr . M. Levey , seco 

On the motion of Mr . w. 
· mous lY elected as 

J. O' Mar a , Mr . c. H. Hannell was unani 

president of the institution . 
1 ·ng that the 

d thanks dee ari 
Mr. Hannell retur ne . e future as it 

endeavour s in th 
hospit a l would have his best 

had had in the past . 
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Mr. Joseph Wood was re-elected vice-president 
ssrs. A. E. Chandler d J an • P. Ralston were elected 

c as auditors. 

The following 31 nominations were received for 

commit tee, 20 to be elected: Messrs. Thos . Brooks 
' 

J . Ellis, W. B. Sharp, D. McMichael , A. Timbury, F. 

ock , J. 0'Mara, G. P. Lock, w. s. Gardner, T. M. O' Neill, 

• Cohen , A. Fenwick, w. K. Lochhead, J. Gilbert, J . R. 

1 , J.M. Hyde, W. Lyne, J. Hay, Thos . Smith, G. R. Short, 

• artin Doyle, M.D., Robert Ferguson , M. D., M. MacDermott, 

J . illiams, R. w. Upfold, A. B. Gilbert, w. Millar, 

O. Leishman, w. M. Levey, G. c. Woolston, H. V. Harris . 

The president explained that in accordance with 

ct the meeting would have to be adjourned to enable a 

llot to be taken. 

It was decided that the secretary, Mr . Scott 

ing , should send out the ballot papers forthwith and that 

y should be returned on Monday week, the adjourned 

ting to be held the next day, the 9th prox. 

Messrs. D. J. McLean and E. R. Hudson were 

ointed to act as scrutineers. 

Mr. w. Lyne inquired if subscribers would have to 

ote for 20 members? 

t d~d not think it was compulsory. 
The presiden _._ 

Mr. H.J. Brown, solicitor, 
who was asked for an 

di'd not think there was anything in a legal way to 
.. ion , 

VotJ.
·ng for less than the required 

vent a subscriber 
the act and could not 

er . He had not, however, seen 
As a subscriber himself he 

e any definite opinion. 

oped all would have the courage 
of their opinions and vote 

Hear! Hear! 
or the required 20 • 

that he and the 
It was arranged by the president 

of the act 

cretary should S
ee Mr . Brown with a copy 
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before sending out the ballot papers . 

Mr . H. J . Brown moved a vote ofthanks to the 

of fice bearers and especially to the members of the honorary 

medical staff and the motion was carried by acclamation . 

Dr . J . W. Hester mentioned that it had frequently 

been said t o him that non- paying patients did not receive 

the same attention as those who paid fees . He knew that 

this was not a fact and wished the impression removed . As 

a mat t er of fact the nurses did not know who were non

paying er paying patients. 

The president had never heard of any distinction 

being made . 

Mr . F . Alcock , the chairman of the house -

committee , stated most emphatically that no difference was 

made between thepatients . Only the medical superintendent 

and t he secretary knew who were paying patients . 

1111111111 



"Newcastle Morning Herald" , 10th F b - e ruary 2 1897. 

"Newcastle Hospital". 

The adjourned annual meeting of subscribers to 

the Newcastle Hospital was held in the lecture room of the 

School of Arts last night for the purpose of receiving the 

scrutineers' report in connection with the election of the 

general committee for the ensuing year. The president 
' 

Mr. C.H. Hannell, having explained the purpose of the 

meeting, the secretary read the scrutineers' report containing 

the following names and number of votes recorded, the first 

20 being those elected:-

F. Alcock 144, J. O'Mara 143, J. R. Hall , 136, W. K. 

Lochhead 135, A. Fenwick 132, John Hay 130, W. B. Sharp 129, 

William Lyne 128, G. R. Short 125, A. Timbury 124, D. 

McMichael 123, H. V. Harris 120, W. Gardner 120, W. M. 

Levey 117, Thos Brooks 1 16, William Millar 1 11 , W. R. Ellis 

109, G. P. Loch 107, J.M. Hyde 105, R. P. Upfold 104. The 

remaining candidates procured the following number of 

votes: John Gilbert 102, G. Leishman 98, Thos. Smith 93, 

R. Ferguson M.D. 87, Dr. Doyle 83, Mark McDermott 80, 

Sams. Cohen 76, G. c. Woolston 75, A. B. Gilbert 70, 

Thos. O'Neill 70, J. Williams 45, informal 14. 

On the motion of Mr. Lyne, seconded Mr . Alcock, 

a vote of thanks was accorded to the scrutineers Messrs. · 

McLean and Hudson. 
Mr. McLean in responding expressed the thanks of 

t 
M Scott Laing, whose 

the scrutineers to the secre ary, r. 

endeavours had made the task an easy one • 

. thanks to the scrutineers 
Mr. Alcock returned hJ.S 

h d of the poll, pointing out 
for having placed him at the ea 

he Poss].
.bly could during his term of 

that he had done all . The fees during the 
office to popularise the institutJ.on. 

past year had amounted to £400 more than any previous year 
becoming more 

which tended to show that the institution was 
d also done much to 

popular. The honorary medical staff ha 
P
aying patients 

lt by advising 
achieve the foregoing resu 
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to come to the hospital . 

Mr . O'Mara had also expressed thanks to the 

subscribers for placing him second on the poll, a vote of 

thanks to the president Mr. c. H. Hannell terminated the 

proceedings . 
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g Miss L. I sdahl , Matron Q ueenb eyan D· t :i..s rict Hospital, 

ss Gertrude Dawson , Sydney H ospital for Sick Ch1.· 1d ren , 

elaide Mars den 11Denbigh" A 1 . ' rnc 1.ffe , and Elizabeth 

dlater, Trained Nurses Home 5 ' 5 Surrey St ., Darlinghurst 

ney . Miss Findlater was appointed 2/4/1897 . The boy R • 

. ges s was r eported as not making any progress , almost 

erything has been tried to cause his wounds to heal but 

e is in such a low state of health the new skin will not 

ro •1. The Secretary was instructed to make application 

o the State Childrens Relief Dept . for Burgess ' removal 

o t he care o f the State as he was deemed incurable . 

homas M. O' Neill , A. J . S . Bank, Newcastle , wrote to the 

Bo rd, stating that without his permission , he was nominated 

for the positi on of hospital treasurer opposing Mr . M. B. 

nderson who had held the position for years . His letter 

o~ explanation was to remove any erroneous impression 

hi ch might have gained ground in the minds of the Committee. 

essrs. G. R. Short and W. Lyne , the nominators stated 

they regretted their action . During the period 9th to 23rd 

pril, 1897, fees amounted £41/6/3 , Subscriptions £3/3/- , 

Subsidy £40/1 6/- a total of £75/5/3 . At midnight, 
1
4-4, '97 

the re were 45 patients in hospital.and that outpatients 

numbering 53 had been attended . 

1 Off1
· cer in his report on 

Resident Medica 

patients showed that - w. Hargreaves aged 2 years , in 
improving - not yet to go 

The 

hospital 62 days with necrosis -
1
· n 

87 
days with tubercular 

T. Ward aged 21 -
out - free. - t out - .Eayin,li • 

sease in t he buttock , not yet o go 

T Bosher aged 44 in 
. . 1 5/- per wee~, • 

61 days with typhoid and 
T. Roberts aged 46 in 

complications , .Eaying d s Out in a few ay ' 
p will go 

6
1 days, with fractured knee ca ' t t hroat moneY 

30 days , cu 
Tom ·armaan, 67 , in t paying. RM O also repor 

5 

M Alcock . • • • 
will be fixed up by r. h matters been clear ed byte 

ht 
,,,ater pipes which had 

stoppage i n o .. 
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plumber C. Fawcett. The Gas Company asked why the hospital 
was not using the new incandescent gas burners 

' that they 
were a great advance on the burner in use. The R. M.O. , as 

instruc ted that "the certain ladies of an Organisation" 

must be asked to keep to regular visi·ti·ng hours and must 

not come on a Friday, as that was not a visiting day at all . 

The boy Burgess instead of being sent to an institution ·as 

discharged and treated as an outpatient, he had improved. 

"Nurse Moberley had been confined to her bnd "' with an abscess 

in the J·aw." At the mo thl t · n Y mee ing in May, the President 

stated that in consequence of the Governor's visit to the 

City he would not call together the meeting to consider the 

means of inaugurating a Hospital Saturday during the present 

week. 

The Committee's attention having been drawn to 

the reports of certain operations having been performed in 

the Hospital on 4.5. 1 97 appearing in the Newcastle Morning 

Herald of the 5. 5. 1 97, decided that no details of operations 

are in future to be given to the press and impressed their 

disapproval of the reports above referred to. Matron 

requisitioned for 36 shirts for men patients and 24 Kapok 

pillows, the lot to cost £5. June 11th Dr. Wm . Irwin wrote 

f S 1 t 
· · hi· s posi· ti· on as an Honorary Medical 

rom ing eon resigning 

Officer, as he had left the district. 
He was forwarded a 

letter of appreciation for services rendered. 
G forwarded 

G. R. Short Treasurer, Lodge St . , eorge, 

I I behal
f of the Lodge, and asking 

a subscription of £2 2 - on 

i
·n the names of c.M. Ranclaud 

that the subscription be 

/6 a donation and 
Pacific Miners Teralba forwarded £8/17 as 

(A.A. Coy) and A. B. Gillam. 
Thomas O'Brien Secretary, 

asking that it be advertised in the press. 

asked that the money be expended on 
of the institution on 

entertainments for the inmates Reign. 
te the Queens Jubilee 

Tuesday, 22/6/'97 to celebra 

cheque for £5/5/- and 
w. K. Lockhead enclosed a 

a dinner and other 
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It was also decided that the Mayor 
of the City Mr. D. 

Miller be asked to augment, d d an onations in kind t o be 
solicited from Messrs. Wood B ros. Toohey and others. The 

Colonial Secretary was addressed a 1 tt . e er asking for £1000 

to be placed on the Government estimates for 1897-98 . For 

the 1st eleven days of June, Fees · received amounting t o 

£14/11/-, subscriptions £17/14/6, · miscellaneous 2/6 a t otal 

of £32/8/-. 

The R.M.O. reported that the father of a chi l d 

1 8112 years of age, in the Diphtheria ward, could only pay 

10/- per week. The Committee accepted the 10/-. That 

Nurse Brovm was not strong enough for Nursing duty, that 

she had been ill and been moved into the ward, on recovery 

considers she should be sent home. That the ironing s toie 

and wringing machine in the Laundry are worn out. The 

Committee were most jubilant when they heard that the 2 

entertainments promoted by the President on the 17 and 19th 

June netted the sum of £301/3/-. A most worthy effort. Dr. 

Beeston, Secretary of the Honorary Medical Board, asked 

that the Committee proceed with the erection of the new 

additions, consisting of new operating room, Casualty 

room, Medical staff room and 1 abdominal section ward for 

3 beds with as little delay as possible and furnishing 

reasons for dispatch, also particulars of requirement. 
· d · a letter" 

"Some of Dr. Beeston's reasons were explaine in 

CondJ.'tions all accidents 
in which he states under existing 

h t J.·nto the operation room. These 
ad to be carried direc 

WJ.
'th dust, dirt, etc., and it 

cases were usually covered 
cleaned before being operated 

was necessary to have them 
room was he said, 

upon. To do this in the operating 
t element of 

S urgery, the firs 
contrary to the present day 

which was the prevention of germs. 
A Casualty room was 

though 
Then 

again the operating room, 
therefore required. not in any way 
adapted for the purpose ten years ago, did 

of the present day. 
come up to the requirements 

The 
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operations performed nowadays were of a far different 

character and of a graver t na ure and for this reason , the 

medical staff require the most modern appl· iances t o deal 

with them successfully. Th d e actors were willing t o leave 

architect, but suggested 

Sydney had offered to accompany 

the plans in the hands of the 

that Dr. Knaggs of 

Menkens around the different places in Sydney 

that he might have an idea of the d etails." 

Mr. Lochhead moved that compet1.·t1.·ve 

Mr . 

i n order 

designs be 

invited for the improvements suggested and that a premium 

of £5 be offered, Mr. Levey seconded the motion. 

The vacancy of the Medical Staff caused by the 

resignation of Dr. Irwin was filled by t he appointment of 

Dr. J. Harris. 

The time spent by patients in hos pital was a 

worry to the Committee who asked for a report from the 

R.M.O., on 23/7/1897• P. Murphy 82 days in hospital has 

had two operations, will be out in a few days . s . Herbert , 

75 days, hip disease will be discharged soon. M. Rylett 

72 days, Keratitis will be out soon. T. Desmond 69 days , 

compound fractured leg. The weekly return showed t hat at 

midnight 28/7/97 there were 39 inpatients and t hat the 

number of outpatients treated was 51. Advertis ements 

calling for competitive designs for the operating t heatre , 

were inserted in the press, sketch plans of t he Medical 

officers requirements having been drawn by Mr. w.s. Gardner. 

examination for nurses was held , 

w. Hester and v. Ludlow. The 
The usual August 

the examiners were Drs. J. 

N L G 
Southwood, 2nd class 

results were 1st year, urse • • 
E C~rneron pas sed with 

Nurse • "'" 
honours, 71t marks. 2nd year, 

And
erson 2nd class honors 

1st class honors 75 marks, J. 

65t marks, L. Abell 63 marks, 
3rd year (final) Nurs e 

Nurse Robinson 

Robinson with 1st class honors marks 76. 
. rs training 

WJ.th having completed three yea 
satisfactorily passed her examination, the 

and having 

committee 
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direc t ed that the Hospital c t · f er i icate of training be 

presented to her, being certificate number 
4

• 

The ResidentMedical Officer 4/8/1897 reported t hat 

recently wards one and two we re occupied by sick children, 

he allowed the mothers to remain with them_ sleeping on 
couches provided , but no meals were allowed. Th - e continued 

presence of the mothers in the wards is objectionable and 

asks that in future cases the mothers be not allowed to 

sleep in the Hospital unless patient is on the point of 

dying - reports Mrs . Birkett mother of one of the children 

referred to as being a great trouble. The Committee 

decided that the Medical Superintendent must use his ovm 

discretion in future cases as to the mothers being allowed 

to r emain with the children patients in private wards . 

The nurses who passed their examinations earlier 

in the month were each granted an additional £5 per annum. 

The president reported that he had an interview with the 

Col onial Secretary J. Brunker Esq. with reference to the 

special grant of £1,000 lately applied for by the Committee 

and he had pleasure in announcing that it was more than 

probable that the sum would be placed on the es timates . 

Mr . w. B. Sharp , Chairman of the House Committee , 

a s he was concerned , there was pleased to say that, as far 

were no hospital grievances. 

The designs for the additions to the building 

the next monthly meeting. 
would be submitted to 

Mr . Brooks 

tin future keep a 
moved that "The Medical Superintenden 

f the Honorary Medical St aff , 
record of the attendance o 

t · member of t that "acer ain 
this motion followed a complain 

the medical staff never 
. t l" attended the Hospi a • 

8/8/1897 there were 39 
At midnight 1 

patients in 

had been 
week 51 outpatients 

the hospital and for that th d for 1 mon s 
Crawley applie 

attended. On 27th August Dr. 

and reported that Dr. 
leave of absence 

agreed to act as his locum tenens. 

H. J. Dunlop had 
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The Honorary Md. e ical Board, stated that they had 
inspected the plan b s su mitted by ";Beta", that there 

many good points about it 
ere 

but they suggested several 
alterations. the motion of Mr. J.M. Hyde, seconded by 

Mr . w. Lyne, it was decided that the plans sent i·n 

On 

by "Beta" 

be adopted subject to the necessary alterations in details 

and that he be awarded the prize of £5 . The architects 

letter was then opened and it was found that "Beta" 

represented Mr . Peter Bennett. 

September 22, 1897. Dr. A. Crawley wrote asking 

to be relieved of the position of Medical Superintendent as 

early as possible in view of his appointment at Minmi and 

stating that Dr . H. Dunlop was by permission of the House 

Committee acting in his place temporarily. It was moved 

that the resignation be accepted with regret "as he had been 

a very good and useful Medical Superintendent: very 

attentive, very obliging and very courteous in the discharge 

of his duties . It was resolved that advertisements be 

inserted in Sydney, Melbourne and local papers calling for 

applications for the position, his duties to be commenced 

on 15th October. Mr . Timbury said he did not like these 

constant changes. They did the Institution no good and he 

thought it was not fair to the established practitioners 

that young doctors should be brought here to gain experience 

at their hands and then go into opposition to them in 

private practice. He had nothing to say against the past 

They Were all good men. But he 
medical superintendents. 

ld be made worthy of permanent 
thought the salary shou 

The acting Resident Medical Superintendent 
acceptance. 

reported that : repairing. 

1 • 

2.' 

3. 

administering Ether requires 
Apparatus for 

Reuben L •••• an inpatient 125 days compound fractured leg. 

old, admitted 11 days ago 
Federal ••••• a child 6 months 

1 to undergo serious 
with Intussusception of the bowe s, 

h. ·n a private ward . 
operation necessary to place im 

1 
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Temporary wardsman J. D'Orival g~ves t .._ sa isfac t ion . 

Child admitted to Isolation ward with dipht heria _ 

tracheotomy performed. 

The Committee's report for the quarter endi ng 

September 1897 showed that periodical visits of i nspection 

~ade by them, indicated that all was well with t he Hospital 

buildings except the isolation wards which were i n need of 

painting. That the Staff continues to give satisfaction 

and that the acting Medical Superintendent was hi ghly 

efficient and courteous in his duties. The subscription 

£28/6/-, Fees of patients £180/10/11, Government Subsidy 

£604/4/4, Miscellaneous 5/-, amounting in all t o £8 13/ 6/ 2. 

All accounts came to £607/4/8. There had been 71 operations 

performed. 

Application for the position of Resident Medical 

Superintendent were received from: 

N. J. Dunlop Ba. Bsc. M.B., Ch. M (Sydney). 

John McMasters M.B. Ch.M (Edinburgh) 

L. B0 Lancaster M.B. Ch.M (Sydney) 

J. Johnston M.D. Ch.M (Glasgow) 

A. w. Chenhall M.B. Ch.M (Melbourne) 

H.B. Kiernander L.A.C.S.E., L. R.C.P., E.L.M. 

It was resolved that names of applicants be 

submitted to the Honorary Medical Board for a report on 

At Subsequent meeting Dr. N. J. their qualifications. a 

Dunlop was elected medical officer by the Committee and 

entered upon his duties on October 15th, 1897. 

During October the hot water service was 

unsatisfactory. It occasionally ran at full pressure and 

at all times the water was offensive. The Committee 

Fawcett the Plumber to inspect the authorised Mr. c. 
system. 

t o the sky and He found that the tank wa s open 
db. ds were present. 

the decomposed bodies of macy,rats an 1.r 
. d cover with vertical 

After cleaning he supplied a galvanise 
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·entilator at a cost of £7/10/-. D ust was percolating 
hrough into the isolation wards h 'were the large boards 

did not reach the apex of the roof, deliberately le ft for 
ventilation purposes. Fawcett was also instructed t o 

overcome this nuisance. The Mat ron asked that the Misses 

aylor and Smith be taken on strength as probat ioners for 

one months trial. The Honorary Medical St~ff wrote asking 

for a de fini ti on of thei· r pos · t · i ion as regards t he el ection 

of Resident Medical Superintendent. The Commit t ee of 

Management referred the matter to the General Committee for 

legal i opinions. The Secretary was instructed to f urnish 

the Resident Medical Officer respecting the lectures t o 

the Nursing Staff and to write to the Matron with respect 

to the observance of the rules, relative to the engagement 

of young ladies for probationary duties. The General 

Committee in November 1897 reported that Nurse Amy Oli ve 

Robinson after passing her examination with first class 

honours had resigned her position on the seni or staf f in 

view of her approaching marriage and the Committee had 

placed on record their high appreciation of her services , 

while expressingthe hope that her future life would be a 

happy one. Nurse A. o. Robinson was the 4th Nurs ing 

Graduate. H. J . Brown Solicitor to the Hospital gave his 

opinion on the query submitted by the Honorary Medical 

Officers and he stated that "the sole power of appointi ng 

the Resident Medical Superintendent" rests with the 

Committee. Much correspondence was read to and from Mr. 

C O f Schools suggesting t he •• Flashman, Inspector o 

Ward 1.·n connection wit~ t he 
establishment of a childrens 

hospital. f the cost of erec ting 
He asked for an estimate o 

to 8 beds' So that he might place t he 
a ward containing 6 

matter before a general meeting of teachers. 

H y Secretary 
Enquiries from H. C. Kent, the onorar 

. . k children, showed that the 
of the Sydney Hospital for sic 

cost per cot worked out at almost exactly £ 50 per annum at 



e Sydney institution. 

e sent to Mr. Flashman, 
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Mr. w. Lyne moved that a letter 

thanking him and asking that 

several teachers should be appointed to act as a committee 
o confer with the House Committee. Subsequently Mr. 

:lashman met the Committee and stated that a ward for £lOOO 

.hould be built of which sum his assoc1·ati·on would donate 

£500. Mr. Menkens the Architect, said that the cheapest 

building which could be erected would be in the vicinity 

of £1400. Mr. Flashman could not believe that the cost 

per cot would approximate £50 per annum. Eventually after 

much correspondence the teachers withdrew their support 

for a childrens ward. The Resident Medical Officers Report 

for the week ending 3/11/1897 showed that there were 49 

patients in the hospital, daily average being 51 . 4, of the 

outpatients treated that week numbered 63. He also asked 

that incandescent lights be fitted in the operation room. 

Nurse M. Fletcher of the senior staff resigned to take up 

a position in New Zealand. He reported that the padded 

room had been damaged by a delirious patient who later had 

been transferred to Callan Park Hospital. Instructions 

were given to the Matron, that more care should be taken 

of the water and that hoses must not be used for cleaning 

windows. 

17/12/1897. Matron stated that Louisa Naylor had 

satisfactorily passed her months trial and that she should 

be appointed to the probationary staff, Nurse Findlater 

was allowed to assist at operation at Dr. Eames house and 

Thecomm].·ttee confirmed the Presidents 
nurse there two days. 

action in allowing Nurse Findlater to nurse outside the 

days and that she was to receive the sum 
institution for 2 

of £1/1/- for the 2 days service, paid into the hospitals 

d been asked to canvass 
by Dr. Eames. Mr. G. Short ha 

goods for the hospital 
firms for donations of money or 

rep Orted that 11 firms had 
Christmas cheer and he 
responded most liberally that the Mayor, D. Miller, had 
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ent the usual cheque for £3/3/-. 

norary Medical Board, asked that 
The Secret ary of the 

consideration be given 

o increasing the staff of nurses and that a ne,., 
• operatin 

theatre be built. 

The Medical Superintendent reported t hat at 

midnight 22/12/1897 there were 38 patients 1·n the hospital , 

average daily residents 38.5. The number of outpati ents 

treated being 62. There were only 4 house committeemen 

present at the regular meeting on the last day of December 

1897. 

They were Messrs. J. R. Hall, G. P. Lock , w. s . 

Gardner and G. R. Short. The chief Secretary' s office wrote 

enclosing an application form for the sum of £500 voted on 

the Estimates for 1897-98 as a special grant i n aid of the 

Newcastle Hospital for completion or return. Dr. R. H. 

Treloar of Wickham asked to have his name placed in its 

proper order in list of members of the Honorary Medi cal 

Staff in the annual Report. Secretary was ins tructed t o 

place names in order of election, the highest in t he ballot 

first etc. Matron Walsh asked the Committee for permi ssion 

to use the end isolation ward, which was seldom us ed , as a 

bedroom for the head night nurse Nurse Moberly, a s t he 

night nurses room had been found to be too small for 3 

occupants, especially in the hot weather. Permissi on was 

granted and extra furniture bought. The Resident Medi cal 

Officer, confirmed Matrons opinion that 2 probationer nurses 

extra would answer instead of 1 trained nurse and 1 

probationer. That as there were no bedrooms for these 

extra nurses, matron suggested that accommodation be 

provided by the building rooms over the proposed new 

operating theatre, when and if it was built. 
The Commit t ee 

t before the General Commit t ee . 
promised to place her reques s 

Secured the contract to print 
Messrs. Davies & Cannington 

t as required for the sum of 
and wrap 750 Annual Repor s 
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/2/6. The Commercial Union Assurance c oy, not i f ied 

t the fire insurance policies were d ue and t hat there 

ould be an increase of £3/2/- making £9/8/6 t h e fe e f or 

£6000 insurance. That all companies had decided on the 

creased fee. The hospital committee reduced i t s i nsurance 

o £5000. The Revd. Father F. O. Gorman was approa ched to 

epeat his lecture on "The Sights of Rome" this he promised 

to do providing the slides could be hired from Mr. A. Gunn 

"Lanternist" of Melbourne. The Honorary Secretary Medical 

Board was asked to arrange for examiners for Nurses Brovm 

and Glover who had completed one years training. The 

hospitals share in the Hospital Saturday collection amounted 

t o £111 which the Committee considered most satis factory . 

A deputation from the United Friendly Societys Hospit al 

aturday Demonstration Committee consisting of Wm. Lyne , 

F. Asher, R. B. Emanuel and W. Lightfoot waited upon t he 

pleasure of the General Committee to ascertain i t s views 

on future collections, their aim being £250 instead of £ 11 1. 

The Committee recommends that a new method of administ ering 

the out door relief department be introduced, tha t the 

Secretary be appointed registrar and a registration fee 

of 1/- be charged and patients able to pay to be char ged 

for treatment. Advises the removal of clerical work 

attached to the admission of patients from the Res ident 

Medical Superintendent to the Secretary. Dr. Dunlop 

submitted his quarterly report, which states that 195 

patients had been admitted during the past quarter and 

that 46 now remained in the institution 20 having died. 

There were 767 outpatients treated. The death rate of 

those who died within 48 hours of admission was 4 .1. The 

surgical cases admitted during the quarter numbered 124. 

Of those 8 had died and 110 discharged cured. The medical 

cases admitted numbered 70 of these 12 had died and 2l were 

discharged cured. 

form was used for 

numbered 80 of which chloroOperations 

67, Ether for 7 and Cocaine for 6. 
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The wardsman being unduly f~-;1;ar 
, .. ,,.uw.. ..._ With a female 

·ent, e.g. kissing her, was 
given a weeks notice from 

/2/1898, the Doctor to inform 
the wardsman of the Committee 

solution. 

The Honorary Medical Officers elected for the 

~ 1898 were Drs. Beeston, J. Harris, Hester, Ludlow, 

eloar , Nickson, Eames and Horsfall. D 
r. W. Clark failed 

o secure the necessary votes. The floor of the bedroom 

or nurses in connection With the · 1 t iso a ion quarters being 

ound defective instructions were given to have repairs 

ffected . A very "Minute Book" way of stating that Nurse 

Oberly went through the floor and it was found to be white 

t eaten. Messrs. Wilson and Patey charged £3/10/- for 

taking up the floor in Nurse's bedroom Isolation quarters 

d relay with 611 x 1" T & G Kauri Pine also fix 3 ventila

t ors under floor. The results of the 1st Year examination 

for Nurses J. Brown and A. Glover were given by Drs. Eames 

d Beeston to be, Brown, paper 35, Viva Voce 35 , total 70%. 

Nurse Glover, paper 30 Viva Voce 30, Totals 60% 

the examiners recommending that they be passed on to the 

2nd year, their salaries to be increased in accordance with 

egulations viz to £25 p.a. and £5 p.a. from date of 

expiration of 1st Year services. Matron Walsh applied for 

her annual holidays and recommended that Nurse Findlater 

be appointed to act as Matron during her absence. Two 

outpatients offered to pay 5/- per week for their treatment , 

hould these people be treated at the hospital. Committee 

ecided YES if their weekly earnings do not amount to the 

stipulation in the Rules, the Payment offered may be 

~ccepted. Nine men applied for the position of Wardsman , 

of these H. Page, Wm . Crandle and Alfred Hayden appear very 

ood men. The last named seems very suited for the 

position having been With H.M. 17th Lancers and in the 

Permanent artillery - has done ward work in Military 

Hospitals and is acquainted with the stretcher drill, 
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ceived good character on discharge :i..·n 
both cases. 

-serviceman Hayden was 
appointed wardsman at £1 per 

The 

eek 
·th Board and Residence t th 

a e Hospital. The tenders for 
ontracts for supplies d 

an services required for the year 
st March 1898 to 28th F b e ruary 1899 were received and 

they throw light on the present day costs. W. Cann 
Bread 2t per 2 pound loaf, flour 10/6 per 100 pounds best 
roller. John Muncaster 7t per gallon of milk. c. Lauer 
16/- per 100 pounds, meat, 10/- per 100 pounds for gravy 
beef , 3d. per pound for other meat goods as per list. 
To Mr. A. Hay the burial contract at £2/8/- and in 

acc ordance with the regulations under the Public Health 

Act of 1896. Mr. w. Neve •s tender of £2/10/- each, 3/

extra if burial to be conducted under the recently passed 

Health Act. w. Neve however secured the Ambulance tender 

for supplying one horse at 5/- per trip or 8/- per two 

horses, harnessed and driver. The groceries tenders from 

J. O'Grady, Ball Bros., T. Clack and F. Witherspoon were 

not decided. The following letter was read from Dr. Norman 

J. Dunlop, March 1st, 18.98, Dear Sir, the Hamil ton Council 

seems to be greatly exercised in its mind over the burial 

of 2 typhoid patients who died in this hospital on the 2nd 

January last, and is labouring under the delusion that the 

Public Health Act has been violated. The Mayor of Hamilton 

says "In spite of the 33rd Section of the Public Health Act, 

the funeral of these patients started from Hamilton. Now 

Sir the 33rd Section of the Act reads as follows •••••••• 

If any person dies from any infectious disease in any 

Of temporary a ccommodation for the sick hospital, or place 

and any legally qualified medical practitioner certifies 

· desi·rable, in order to prevent that in his opinion it is 

t . any i·nfectious disease or of the risk of communica ing 

spreading infection that the body should not be removed 

from such hospital or place except for the purpose of being 

t d l·t shall not be lawful for forthwith buried or crema e 
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erson to remove such body from such hospital or place 

pt for one ofthe last named purposes: and vhen the body 

aken out of such hospital for that purpose it shall be 

h 'th carried or taken direct to some cemetery or place 

burial or crematory and h 11 s a be forthwith there buried 

cremated : and any person willfully offending against 

section shall be liable t 0 a penalty not exceeding 

n pounds ." Now, as the infection of typhoid is not spread 

the same way as that of scarlet fever and other similar 

1 eases , and as the bodies were well coffined, and as 

1.sease was nil, no certifi-he risk of communicating the d' 

c te was given to the effect that it would be dangerous to 

was ere ore no infringement of ove the bodi'es. There th f 

the Act . 11 It is hard to imagine that this letter was 

ritten only 55 years ago. 11.3.1898 Nurse Findlater, 

cting matron, requisitioned for 4 doz soap dishes at 6/3 

r doz, 2 dozen Porridge bowls at 6/3 per dozen and 2 dozen 

orridge bowls at 8/- per dozen. The Secretary was instruc

t d to write to the Honorary Secretary of the Honorary 

tedical Staff, complaining of the language used by their 

rivers whilst waiting outside the hospital for 

embers of the Medical Staff. Nursing quarters were again 

trained when a member of the Honorary Medical staff 

dmitted a case of measles to the isolation ward. As the 

t o other wards were being used for typhoid and diphtheria 

it meant that the ward being utilised as a bedroom for 2 

nurses had to be turned over the the patient with measles. 

Onc e again this problem of overtaxed nursing quarters was 

rru.sed and it was thought that if the money was not soon 

orthcoming for extra rooms, that some nurses would have to 

leep away from the hospital. 

As Matron Walsh in her report book writes "The 

had to be 
triven up for a patient of Dr. 

end isolation ward, o-

d the Nurses 
turned out, are they to return · 

Eames today, an 

t o the old state of things. 
In the margin is written "NO" 

the committee are attend1ng to th1s matter, s1gned by J.R. 



SISTER ABELL , R.R.c., RESIGNS 

Sister L. Abell, after 12 years on the staff of 

Lady Davidson Home , has resigned, after duty nobl y done . 
We of this institution who knew her s ter1i·ng qual ities as 
a nurse, deeply regret her departure. Nth o i ng vas ever a 

burden to Sister Abell . She was always at the be ck and call 

of the patients with her cheery face, and she gave of her 

nursing skill freely and uncomplainingly, asking no reward . 

Sister Abell ' s probationary period was served in 

the Newcastle Hospital. She then trans ferred t o Sydney , 

where she became one of the foundation members of the 

A.T.N.A. In September, 1915, she went to "Blighty11 at 

her own expense and volunteered her services. She was 

immediately attached to Queen Alexandra's I mperia l Military 

Nursing Service Reserve , and was appointed to a mil itary 

hospital at Talence, near Bordeaux. Later she transferred 

to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Boulogne, and was 

afterwards chosen for hospital barge work on one of the 

canals • . Her next appointment was at the 14th Gener al 

Stationary Hospital at Boulogne, and still l a ter she was 

selected for duty at casualty clearing stations . She was 

decorated with the Royal Red Cross by the King at Buckingham 

Palace. 

Sister's services in the interest of the Diggers 

extends over a period of 18 years. Well done, Digger Abel l ! 

tended to her at Lady We salute you! A farewell party was 

Davidson Home on June 12, our worthy Medical Superintendent 

(Dr. F. R. Featherstone), on behalf of the patients and 

11 . g clock and a wallet 
staff , presentedher with a trave in 

f h splendid war record, 
of notes. He spoke glowingly o er 

of her devotion to the sick Diggers, 
and of her loyalty to 

have tucked us in in 
shield us at all times . (Sister, you 

d in the morning with 
full marching order, and been on han 



SISTER ABELL (cont.) (2) 

aspros and brom, when we should have been handed the cane!) 

In the vocabulary of the Digger, " We dips our l ids to her . " 

- "Ex-Sergeant W. E . Flews. 

-------------------------

Lydia (Lyndia) Abell certificate No. 7, 1898 . 

Could not trace her certificates. She 11ha s moved about 

too much in too many parts of the world11
• " She i s still 

active 1954 and attended Anzac Day Services 1954 . 11 



Thursday, July 23, 1959. 

MISS LYDIA ABELL DIES 

Miss Lydia A bell, who came from a well- kno m 

Newcastle family, died in Sydney this week. 

Miss Abell was awarded the Royal Red Cross for 

her nursing services in World Warr . 

She was born at Wallsend and trained at Royal 

Newcastle Hospital, which was then known as Newcastle 

General Hospital. 

Because she was above the Australian age limit 

to enlist as a nurse in World War I, Miss Abell went 

overseas and enlisted in a French nursing service, but in 

France transferred to the British Expeditionary Force as a 

member of the Queen Alexandra Nursing Corps. 

She spent her later years at the Lady Gowrie 

Home, Gordon. 

Miss Abell died on Tuesday, aged 87. A funeral 

service was conducted at Northern Suburbs Crematorium, 

Sydney, this afternoon. 

-
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Hall. 

A second letter to the H 
onorary Medical staff 

asked them "that thei r vehicles b 
e not permitted to stand 

in front of the building as the stampi·ng 
of the horses and 

the conversations of the drivers disturb the patients . 

The Honorary Secretary of the Medical Society was written 

to, asking would he please inform the members, t hat they 

must not allow their carriages to b d e riven up t o the 

hospital door . 

25 . 3 . 1898 Matron asks that ano t her Nurse be 

appointed. "The Nurses are all tired" , she asks that Miss 

Crump an excellent nurse be appointed , she i s willing t o 

come at probationers salary to qualify in order t o obtain 

Hospi t al Certificate . 

The Committee of Management proposed t hat two 

tickets be issued to the·-nearest relative or f riend when 

patient is admitted such ticket to be presented at the 

door during visiting hours by anyone wi shing to visit the 

patient, this arrangement will obviate conf usion and 

crushing on visiting days and enable the nearest f r iend to 

secure the r ight of visiting. Mr . Hannell t ook the matter 

up in the General Committee 11He regarded the iss ue of 

tickets as a step in the right direction . Sightseers 

were not wanted where sick people were . They only made the 

patients feel uneasy . He applauded the nursing s t aff f or 

their untiring efforts and hoped that ere long t rey would 

be comfor tably housed instead of having to sleep t hr ee in 

a room." 

April 1st , 1898. The Assistant QuarterMas ter 

N.s.w. Military Force , asked the 
General of Head Quarters, 

number of beds which this hospital could place at the 

f the treatment of 
disposal of the Military authorities or 

the Hospital accommodation at 
the si ck and wounded should 

].·nsufficient in the event of a 
Vic t oria Barracks Sydney be 
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war mobilisation of the Military Forces. 
Thi s query •ias 

referred to the Honorary Medical Staff, who 
s tated that 70 

military patients could be accommodated and 
woul d suggest 

that full provision be made for th e recognition of the 
building by a possible enemy by means of flags i n conspi-

cuous places. The Secretary was asked to communicate with 

the military headquarters. The Architect, P. Bennett 

would have the plan and tracings for t he new addit ions of 

operating room and Nurses Quarters ready for committ ee on 

2nd April, 1 898. 

The Revenue received during March amounted t o 

£108/18/6, subscriptions £ 14/1 5/-, fees £87/0/6. With a 

balance of £240/16/4 carried forward, the receipts stood 

at £344/14/10. The expenditure amounted to £251/3/4 leaving 

a credit balance of £93/11/6. F. Witherspoon, t he grocer y 

contractor, in a letter to the Committee stated he had made 

a mistake in the price for 2nd quality bulk butter at 10d 

per lb. it should have 11d pe r lb, the committee made hi m 

adhere to his contract at 10d per lb. Matron Walsh ' s 

report book reads, I recommend that Miss Mary Briggs be 

appointed probationer on trial and be allowed to come at 

once as Nurses Glover and Brown are sick with t he measl es . 

The nursing staff numbered 13 on 20/5/1898. 

The Resident Medical Officer reported t hat a male 

patient suffering from a broken back, required a water bed. 

He had approached the agents Messrs. J. & A. Brown who 

willingly donated £7, the cost of the bed. He also 

On 20/4/ 1898 there were 51 reported that at midnight 

patients in the hospital and the number of outpatients 

treated during the week 55. Richardson the patient with 

Would be taken to England at the first 
the broken back 

Tyrell St. when requested to 
opportunity. A patient from 

Comm.:tttee "I was assured that 
pay her account wrote to the 

Soon recover in which case I 
by entering hospital I would 
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would have been able to pay my fees b t u i nstead of better 

I was turned out much worse, so I cannot pay at all . 11 

The Secretary was instructed to call a special 

meeting of the General Committee to consider tenders for 

the repairs to the Hospital buildings occasioned by the 

recent boisterous weather. The Matron reported that the 

Board Room had been prepared as a nurs es bedroom and that 

a new bedstead be purchased. This move of creating 

another bedroom obviated the necessity for nurs es Moberly 

and Abell to sleep at a hotel. At the special Committee 

meeting, the President c. H. Hannell Esq. expl ained that so 

much damage had been caused by the gale and r ain , that 

portions of the hospital were in sad want of r epair . The 

architect F. B. Menkens recommended t he stripping off of 

the present slates of these areas facing the weather side 

the rafters to be sheeted with rebated boards co~ered with 

roofing felt and then reslated. The areas concer ned 

amounted to 36 squares and should cost £1 86. Thi rty six 

windows most exposed to be fitted with strong venetian 

shutters. The shutters to be fixed onto t he outer face 

and to cost £108. Certain plastered ceilings which were 

falling should be papered with a strong whi t e sanitary 

paper at a cost of £ 10, making in all a cost of £303 . 

Mr. H. v. Harris proposed, Mr. G. R. Shor~ 

seconded, that Messrs. J. Ash & Sons tender for £295 be 

accepted, provided that the work be completed i n 3 weeks . 

Wrote to the Committee, explaini ng that 
The Architect later 

"'Ork to J. Mitchell for £3 13 , a s J . he had allotted the .. 

J.
·t was impossible to do t he 

Ash & Sons had informed him 
all sources in May 1898 

work in 3 weeks. Revenue from 

only amounted to £1 43/1/-, So the Board withdrew £200 fr om 

The General Account. 
fixed deposit and placed it in the 

another entertainment 
President was prevailed to arrange 

the Committee that the play 
for the hospital. He told 

P
resented on 7th, 8th and 9th 

"The Lady of Lyons 11 would be 
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of July. That it was this same play t h t 
a •1as presented 

in Crofts Theatre Newcastle in 185? by himself a nd s everal 

other gentlemen. 

The Resident Medical Officer asked for 2 pairs 

of scissors 18 Spencer Wells artery forceps and 1 Si ms 

Uterine dilator, the whole to cost approximately £4 . The 

salaries and wages for the month of May amounted to £92; 1;. 

The long deferred visit of the Minister, the Hon . 

J. Brunk.er was scheduled for Saturday, 11th June t o meet 

the Committee and to discuss ways and means of procuring 

money to build an Operating Theatre and Nurses Bedrooms . 

The Secretary was instructed to advise in the press t hat 

on that date, visitors would not be allowed to see patients . 

Nurse E. Moberly resigned so that she could accompany 

Richardson, the patient who had a broken back, to England . 

The Committee saw that suitable terms were made by J. A. 

Brovm for Nurse Moberly. They were passage to and return 

from England together with £2 per week. Nurse E. V. 

Cameron having been three years at the hospital was 

promoted to the £36 per annum and £5 uniform allowance. 

Miss M. Beale, 92 Laman St . Newcastle 16/6/1898 states 

"that the new rules for visitors to patients excludes her 

from visiting as a Biblereader, a work which she has been 

engaged in at the Institution for the past 14 years makes 

applications to be permitted to continue the work on 

5 , 1 k Permission was Tuesday and Friday from 4 to o c oc • 

granted to her on the Medical Officer saying that Miss 

Beale was not any bother. 

for 12 spitoons for wards 
Matron requisitioned 

the cost being £1/10/-.· 

meet;ng held 15/7/1898 letters 
At the Committee ~ 

d d to the President, thanking 
of appreciation were forwar e 

d to A. L. Adams 
him for £160 the results of his concerts an 

Proceeds of a Ball and 
of Raymond Terrace for £55 the 

-
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Supper in that town, on behalf of the hospital. 
tr . 

Adams hoped that the sum forwarded will in some 
measure 

make up for past delinquency in subscribing to the 

institution. The Principal Under Secretary paid in the 

sum of £472 to the Hospital's bank account as subsidy 

for the quarter ended 31/3/1898. Mr. T. M. O' Neill ,as 

advised of his appointment to the hospital committee 

taking the place of G. P. Lock who resigned. It was 

decided that 12 office arm chairs be purchased from Mr . 

W. Neve at 7/9 each for the exclusive use of the Board 

Room. Evidently the-operating room within the hospital 

had some panes of glass for these were broken by the 

workmen replacing the roof. This room is not to be 

confused with a future operating theatre which was built 

outside the main hospital block. No where in the minutes 

as yet has the word "theatre" been met, always referred 

as the operating room. 

Mr . Menkens the architect was asked to either 

see that the workmen replaced the glass or had the value 

deducted from the contractors money. 

This money for the roof contractor was withdrawn 

from the Savings Bank of N.S.W. and not the A.J.S . Bank 

l k pt For the in which the regular account was a ways e • 

week ending 22/7/1898 the only moneys received by the 

hospital were fees £18/2/6, Subscription £55/10/6 and 

nk of £185 making a total 
the transfer from the savings ba 

a .'daily average of 49 . 1 patients 
of £258/18/- yet there was 

had been treated as 
within the hospital and 34 persons 

ded that probationer 
outpatients. The Matron recommen 

tit trial of two months so tha 
Veenman be given a further 

l d make a nurse or not. 
could be estimated if she wou 

At 

n was to be in charge 
a future date the Probationer Veenma 

·tal in the Commonwealth. 
of the biggest Military hospi 

thorised to buy 5,000 note 
The Secretary was au 

d f om Davies 
a s per sample supplie r 

sized envelopes printed -
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and Cannington at 8/- per 1 000 ' . 
29/7/1898. Present were M J essrs. • R. Hall , 

J.M. Hyde, G. w. Mitchell and w. s. Gardner, apologies 

received from Mr. A. Fenwick. The Berrima District 

Cottage Hospital drew the Committee's attention to an 

existing anomaly, that the Government granted £1 per week 

to Pauper patients whilst in a metropolitan hospital but 

not to any paupers admitted to a countcy hospital. The 

Committee informed them that they had already taken this 

matter to the Colonial Secretary, but as yet no finality 

had been reached. Dr. N. J. Dunlop, the Resident Medical 

Superintendent, appliedfor two days leave of absence and 

tendered a certificate signed by Drs. Beeston, Nickson 

and Eames, which stated that they would be responsible 

for tlB hospital while he was away. Miss w. Neve, 

representing St. Andrews Church Society, was supplied 

with two visitors tickets for the hospital, so that she 

could visit between 4 and 5 each Saturday afternoon. 

Nurse B. Findlater had_ he.r salary raised to £62 per annum. 

Salaries for the month amounted to £91/15/9. 

In August, the Health Department, Sydney, asked 

for description of the uses which the proposed additional 

new buildings at Newcastle Hospital are to be put. They 

stated "It is desirable that closets, bathrooms and 

lavatories should not be in direct aerial communication 

between sewer and some internal fitting should be 

effected by open gutter, not by closed pipes." Dr. Dunlop 

stated that he had finished his courses of lectures to 

the nurses who are ready to be examined at any time 

appointed by theCommittee. 

It was decided to request the members of the 

Staff to si·gn orders for the admission 
Honorary Medical 

t as the orders of 
of patients, ordering ambulances e c. 

t d The Secretary of 
their assistants could not be accep e • 

the Broken Hill and District Hospital forwarded a copy of 
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the rules of regulat·ion, beds in h 
Ospital numbering 60 , 

Professional Salaries including Dispenser 
£350 per annu 

Clerical Staff £200 and others ~ a:,1000 per annum. 

The Resident Medical Officer reported to the 

Committee that William Wh"t th 1 wor , 89 years of age , had 

been in hospital 83 days suffering from a fractured leg 

is now sufficiently cured to be moved to a benevolent 

home as he has no friends or relatives. 

' 

Matron states "I beg to report that the Hospital 

being light at present I have allowed Nurse Denning to go 

for holidays, which were due and date from the 18th instant, 

hoping this will meet your approval." She requires some 

flannelette for ward garments £1 - Oil cloth for lift 5/-, 

some fowls, clock in Nurses Room will not go." 

26/8/1898. From Secretary Honorary Medical Board , 

Newcastle Hospital enclosing results of recent Nurses 

examinations and drawing attention to Nurse Southward 

having gained 2nd class Honours. Examiners Dr . W. Nickson 

and A. H. Horsfall in their report to the Board, suggest 

that Nurse Naylor having failed to pass should be 

allowed to go up for re-examination in three months and 

that in the event of her passing she should not lose her 

seniority. Results of 1st year, Nurse E. Smith 71, 

M. Denning 68, L. Naylor 53. 

2nd Year, Nurse Southward 80 2nd class honours. 

3rd Year, & Final, Nurse E. Cameron 70, L. Abell 68, 

J. Anderson 67. 
with 

The Committee approved of the suggestion 

and J..
·nstructed that the Hospital 

reference to Nurse Naylor, 

be ·;ssued to Nurses Anderson, 
Certificate of training ~ 

havJ..·ng passed their final 
Cameron and Abell, they 

. ·ng 
examinations and completed their course of traini • 

Of Charitable Institutions, 
The Director 

that as the hospital is 
Sydney, informed the Board 

N. S. W., 



-170-

subsidised by the Government, it is expected that free 
treatment be given to State children. 

The nurses who passed thei·r examination rere 

advanced in salary 2nd year £12/10/- to £25 and £5 uniform 

allowance. The 3rd year nurse from £25 to £30 and £5 
uniform allowance. It was d ·d d th eci e at the new rules be 

printed in pamphlet form 1,500 copies at the rate of £3 

for 1st 1000 and £2 for each extra 1000. It was decided 

that in accordance with rule No . 33 new code, the Honorary 

Medical Board be requested to inaugurate an adequate 

system for the efficient training of nurses in connection 

with the Training School at this hospital - draw up 

regulations for the guidance of the nurses during their 

courses of training - define the subjects on which the 

matron should lecture to the nurses and submit for the 

information of the By-Law Sub-Committee with a view of 

having them incorporated in the laws of the Institutiono 

2/9/1898. Surgeon Colonel W. D. C. Williams 

notified the hospital that the General Officer commanding 

had agreed to the charge of 3/- per day for ordinary 

cases of 8/- per day for infectious cases requiring strict 

isolation. This scale of charges for permanent Artillery 

stationed in Newcastle would be paid in future without 

dispute. Nurse Janet Anderson resigned her position on 

the Senior Staff, the resignation was accepted with regret 

and a testimonial couched in flowery terms given for her 

3 years service. 

measles "and rill 

William Crandle, hall porter contracted 

be unable to attend his duties for a fei 

days"• A patient named Kelly is willing to do Crandle' s 

Secretary suggests that as 
work while he is ill and the 

fees to be charged him for 
Kelly is a paying patient no 

approved by the Committee. 
the days he is Assisting -

2 gallons whisky, £2/10/-, white 
Matron requisitioned for 

coats for operating room 
£1/10/-, 2 cane lounges £1/5/-

-
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and 2 clothes baskets for laundry for 12;_. 
It ms decided 

to allow the Honorary Medical Staff to meet i n the Board 
Room. Two members of the Medical Board were pe r mitted to 

attend the Committee meetings Drs. Harris and Beeston 

being appointed as representatives. The revision of 

by-laws and rules were in the hands of Drs. Harris and 

Beeston, Treloar, . Ludlow and Nickson and t h e General 

Committee hope that they would expedite matters. Much 

correspondence took place between Joseph Mitchell and the 

Committee relative to the charges for ext r as i n connection 

with the reroofing of the hospital. The architec t Mr . 

Menkens objected to the amount in Mitchellls list . Mr . 

Sparke of Sparke and Millard appeared before the Commi ttee 

and he persuaded them to pay half the extras and on his 

advice Mitchell accepted this compromise and this obviated 

the necessity for legal action. The Committee then asked 

Mr. Menkens to waive his charge for plans and s upervision , 

but he refused to do so. Mr. Basil Turner asked i f the 

hospital required any analysis work for foodstuf fs , 

stating that he was a Government analysist, commencing 

his practice in Newcastle. Miss Lily Fawcett came on the 

Staff, on a months trial as a probationer, the letter 

dated 15/9/1898. The Secretary showed that for the week 

ending 10/9/1898 only moneys received was £11/11/9 for 

Fees. Dr. Dunlop reported that the average number of 

patients in the hospital for the last week was 46.7 and 

outpatients treated that week numbered 53. He also aske d 

for an aspiratory apparatus, exploratory syringe, and 

. s were urgently needed. 
several large irrigation syringe 

Nurse Veenman was taken on the staff as a probationer, 
e Matrons 

h Capable Of becoming a nurs • aving proved 

attention was drawn to the fact that several chairs were 

They must be returned and 
missing from the Board Room. 

th Board Room again. 
not on any account taken outside e 

"Othello" was admitted 
A sailor from the United States Ship 

-
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to the hospital. On app11.·c t· t a ion o the shipping master 
' he stated that the ship was not responsible as the disease 

was of natural causes. Ultimately the United States 

Consul, paid the £16/10/- fees for 70 days and repatriated 

this unfortunate sick man. 

The Medical Superintendent did not think that 

the analysis of milk by Mr. Basil Turner would be of much 

help to the hospital but if any analysis could show ho~ 

many pathogenic micro organisms were present, he would 

willingly co-operate. He requires 6 pairs of crutches, 

at 3/- per pair. Matron requests permission to buy 2 

gallons of Brandy and that there has been a subsidence of 

ground under the Coal Bunker and Kitchen , which has cracked 

brick work. Salaries and Wages for the month amounted to 

£93/12/6. Henry Crandle the Hall Porter being paid 10/

apart from the wages. 

The Nurses of the Hospital were asked to assist 

in the collection of money on Hospital Saturday. Being 

allowed a stand close to the A.J.S. Bank in Watt Street 

so that they could easily be called to the hospital , in 

the event of an emergency arising. 

The quarter ending 30/9/1898 showed that 235 

patients had been admitted, of these 160 had been discharged 

d 4 Unrel;eved and 18 died. cured, 11 relieve , ~ 
Remaining 

in hospital on that date were 42. 

but the true death rate was 5. 1%. 

Average death rate 7. 6% 

The number of operations 

Ether 5, Cocaine 2 . 71 . 
performed were under Chloroform 64, 

be engaged as a 
Matron recommended that Mary Howden 

d t have a bedstead 
probationer and that the hospital di no 

or chest of drawers spare for her. 
These were authorised 

£2/5/- for the two items. 
to be purchased not to exceed 

E q Bank of N. S.W. 
5/10/1898. E. A. Mitchell s ., 

d t Matron and 
d . 1 Superinten en, 

Newcastle thanked the Me :i.ca 
Abell for attention to his 

Nursing Staff, especially Nurse 

111111111 
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friend L. A. Fry whilst he was a patient, but he objecte 
most strongly to the widow receiving the hospital account 
only a few hours after her husband ' s death . The Secret y 
J. S. Laing wa s i nstructed to write and apologise for 
sending the account s o quickly . H e was most apologetic . 

Tenders were called for the repairing and 

cleaning of t he external Venetian blinds, but the committee 

decided t hat the only price received, from Mr . w. Neve , 

too high and asked f or new tenders . w. Neve •s prices 

were 20 blinds in front £5 . 12 at sides £3 and 9 in 

isolation quarters £1/16/- . Matron recommended th± the 

floor of the 3 bed ward be covered with linoleum so that 

it could be converted into a private ward, if necessary. 

14/10/1898 . W. H. Sproull and Company quoted 

prices fo r Nurses Medical Works as per list supplied by 

Medic al Board acceptance to stand over - meanwhile a small 

book cas e t o be purchased at a reasonable price to be 

placed in the Nurses Dining Room , in which the books for 

nurse s training are to be kept . It was decided to have 

lantern l ights in wards renovated and painted at a cost of 

1/- each , and that Fawcett, the plumber, be instructed to 

make 3 small iron covered refuse receptacles for wards 

at 4/- each . Accounts amounting to £104/19/10 were paid. 

The City band volunteered to play in the upper 

23/10/1898, the proceeds to be donated 
reserve on Sunday, 

S day set aside by 
to the hospital , but as this was the un 

f r ~;n , it was decided to alter 
the Government for prayer or (A..L. 

the date, to a later Sunday. 
Strong protest coming from 

that nurses should be asked 
the Matron , and Senior Nurse, 

to collect on the day set aside for prayer . 

1 ve which was 
Nurse E. Smith applied for ea ' 

28/
10/1898 Matron ' s requisition 

recommended by Matron . 
/ t dozen pints of 

shows :- Two gallons of whisky £ 2/lO - , wo 
14 

, 

Of S heeting for w 
Beer 15/-, two pieces 

ards £2/- / - • 

11111111 
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days later she asked for twelve ch~;rs 
......._ for men ' s dinin 

room, bath in Nurses Bath Room leaks £l/l 5/ - and 
t vo dozen 

pints of beer 15/-. Just a week later two dozen 
enamelled 

mugs for wards, Three dozen shirts for men, mugs 

shirts £4. The next entry deeply surrounded in 
14/-, 

black ink 
states 23/11/1898. With very deep regret I get to report 

the receipt of a telegram on Monday last announcing the 

death of Nurse Smith , who was away on leave, r have not 

received particulars ." 

Nurse Southwood had a chance to go to England, 

so the hospital accepted her resignation . She was consid

ered a most capable nurse and Matron immediately asked for 

a trained nurse to take her place. The Secretary was 

instructed to write a letter to the Manager of the 

Newcastle Morning Herald calling attention to incorrect 

information being published, of the business of the meetings 

of the Committee when reporters have not been present and 

requesting that in future cases, only information 

supplied by the Secretary is to be accepted as authentic. 

Messrs. J. R. Hall and Mr. Gardiner asked for confirmation 

of their action in contracting with Messrs. Gow and Shear

man, to paint the inside walls of the medical ward for the 

sum of £4/12/-. Dr . Crawley of Minmi sent a memo to Dr. 

Dunlop asking him to admit a patient for treatment, the 

Committee however stated that Dr . Crawley was not a 

be drawn to the rules. subscriber and that his attention 

The patient was not admitted . 

11/11/1898 . The manager of the A. J.S. Bank 

that hl·s bank is now connected with 
notified the hospital 

the number is 138. the telephone exchange and 
It was 

Superintendent to report on 
decided to ask the Medical 

t bl chair for 
the desirableness of procuring a sui a e 

The book case to 
carrying patients into the wards . 

been purchased and it 
contain the Nurses library had 

The books to be 
installed in the Nurses Dining Room. 

was 

-
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purchased must not cost more than 40/-. Mis s ·~r 
· = Y orri 

was appointed a probationer on trial to fill the 
vacancy 

caused by the death of Nurse Smith at B undaber g , 

~ueensland whilst on annual holidays. M t a r on on 9. 12 . 1898 
states "that owing to some special operations which ·,ere 

done yesterday and on Wednesday, we found it ne cessary to 

obtain the services of a trained nurse, as we a l s o have .::. 

case of diphtheria in the isolation ward. The chairman 

Mr. Hall authorised and one was obtained from Maitland 
' 

she will probably be required for one week only. This 

was so, Nurse Degner of Maitland returned to her Nurses 

Club in Maitland 7 days later. Matron requisit i oned for 

2 gallons of whisky and two gallon of brandy on 22/1 2/ 1898. 

The method of financing the hospital is shown most plainly 

by the following letter to Critchett Walker Esq. C. M. G., 

which is reproduced here. 

3/12/1898. The following works for assisting 

the Nursing Staff in training, have been placed in the 

book case in the Nurses Dining Room, (1) Notes on Nursing 

- Nightingale (2) Medical Nursing - Anders on (3 ) Lectures 

on Nursing - Lucks (4) Manual of Nursing - Humphrey 

(5) Elementary Physiology - Huxley (6) Text book of Nursing , 

Weeks-Shaw. 

10/12/1898. Miss E. Goodall of Walls end Hospital 

was appointed to the Senior Nursing Staff. 
She had trained 

and was selected from 
at the Manchester Royal Infirmary 

trained certifica ted 
the 3 applicants all of whom were 

nurses. 
and £5 per annum 

Her salary was £36 per annum 

uniform allowance. 

to all contractors 

instructed to write 
The Secretary was 

1 fr donations 
supplying the hospita' o 

Ch Witherspoon 
and Staff's Christmas eer. 

for the patients' 
h baker, Porter the 

the grocer, Lauer the butcher, Cann t e 
to the Town Clerk 

asking him to remind His worship 
The Medical Mayoral subscription. 

least was a letter 
carrier etc . and not 

the Mayor for the usual 

Superintendent stated 

-



HOW THE HOSPITAL WAS FINANCED IN 1898. 

Letter to _ Critchett Walker Esq. C.M.G. 

8 October, 1898. 

Critchett Walker Esq. C.M.G. 

Principal Under Secretary 

SYDNEY. 

Sir, 

I have the honor, by direction of the Committee 

of this Hospital to forward claim for subsidy of £1 for 

£1 on Private Subscriptions and donations received during 

the quarter, ended 30th September, 1898 amounting to 

£238.4.2. With respect to the item of £55 , proceeds of 

Ball held at Raymond Terrace I have to state that no 

account of, receipts and expenditure have been rendered to 

the Committee by the managers of the entertainment, they 

simply forwarded a cheque for the net proceeds. 

I have the honor to be 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. s. Laing, Secretary. 

-
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that at midnight on 12th December 1898 there were 49 
patients in the Hospital, that the daily average •1as 51 

and that 82 out-patients had been treated that week . 

The Cash Statement for that week was · 
' Fees £18/1 /-, 

Subscriptions £2/2/-. Subs1.·d f t Y or he quarter ending 

30th September 1898 was £177/17/6 and total of £198/-/6 . 

30/12/1898. The Secretary, the Hospitals Saturday 

fund forwarded a cheque to the value of £117 , being 

t the nett proceeds of the collection, the expenses 

amounted to £26. Christmas day was marred by the death 

of a girl in the isolation ward. She succumbed to burns 

accidentally received. The Medical officer in his report , 

stated that the burns were caused by the child's 

inquisitiveness and that there was no blame attached to 

anyone. The Committee inspected the ward and decided to 

have proper guards about the gas heating stoves and issued 

instructions that no children shall be left alone while 

in the isolation wards under any circumstances,and that 

wire netting shall be erected in the open parts of the 

front balcony, to close it in. 

Thefirst meeting of 1899 was held on the 4th 

January. Thnse present were Messrs . Hall, Short, Gardner, 

Mitchell and J. Hyde . The City band forwarded a cheque 

for £7/1/-, being amount of the hospital share of the 

collection at the recitation 18/12/1898. The expenses 

came to £1/19/-. The hopes of the Committee were dashed 

When ML A informed them that the money Mr. w. J. Dick •• •, 

expected to be obtained from the Government for the New 

Accommodation , had 
Hospital operating theatre and Nurses 

Mr. Brunke r was most 
been excised from the estimates. 

t 1.
·n May next, Parliament would 

sympathetic and hoped tha 
He also said that "the 

grant the necessary funds. 
th· · n the plans"• 

Government Architect objected to some 1.ng 
1 
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Mr. F. Pearce, Jeweller of Hunter Street , ,,as 

asked to repair, adjust and regulate all Hospital clocks , 
and that directions guiding to th e female wards should be 

vrritten on the main staircase. Th H e onorary Secretary of 

the Medical Board (Dr. J. B t ) ees on submitted his report 

of the year's activities. He states ·. "T he Hospital ·ms 

in as efficient a state as the conditi·on of the buildings 

would admit". He brings to the notice of the committee 

the state of the operating theatre, the present one being 

obsolete and behind requirements and the necessity of 

increasing the nursing staff and providing further 

sleeping accommodation for nurses, the requests that a 

badge be provided for those nurses who pass with honours 

and suggests one be designed. 

Matron's report of 6/1/1899 states "A tracheotomy 

case in Isolation Ward , two major operations, besides 

several minor ones performed. This day caused such an 

excess of work, that an extra nurse was necessary; one 

was got from Maitland. This nurse stayed one week and 

tided the hospital over the emergency, the Matron Pierce ' s 

Home in Maitland being paid £2 .9.0 on her behalf. An echo 

of a bad smash at Newcastle Race Course on 5th January, 

1899 when two Jockeys were hurt , is a record that two 

telegrams were sent from the Course by R. Fleming asking 

that an ambulance be sent to the course to pick them up . 

This was done. Horace Hannell advised the Committee that 

h
. f 11 ,,,as i·11 and could not attend the is ather c. Hanne , ~ 

Hospital Meeting. 
A letter was addressed to the Medical 

he Should give instructions, 
Superintendent asking that 

as will ensure the outside shutters being preserved in a 

and that they be used for the purpose 
vmrkable condition 

1 to obviate damage and 
for which they were affixed, name Y 

. torms· as the recent 
discomfort to patients during s ' 

h the shutters not being 
hailstorm caused damage throug 

closed. 

11111 
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The tender of Henry Dawson of Wickham ·ms 

accepted for £21.10.0 for supplv-ing all 
,J.... materials and 

battenings, and labour in plastering the whole of the 

ceilings on the first floor and the accident ward on 

ground floor, and the Hannell Wing . 

Storm damage had been extensive; several iards 

had to be evacuated and the patients crowded into the 

Board Room and those wards through which the water had 

not cascaded. Dr. Dunlop reported that at midnight 

11/1/1899 there were 51 patients in the hospital. Daily 

average resident 52.5 and the number of out-patients 

treated during the week was 64. He had had 4 mantles 

fitted to the gas lights in the operating theatre at a 

cost of 9/-. The Secretary was instructed to write to 

the Secretary, St. John's Ambulance Society, Sydney for 

information respecting price etc .. for an Ashford litter 

or Hand Ambulance. 

16/1/1899. Correspondence from the Principal 

Under Secretary, stating thatDr. Ashburton Thompson , 

Chief Medical Officer to the Government and Mr . Vernon , 

Government Architect, had been instructed to arrange a 

meeting with the committee of Newcastle Hospital to inspect 

the present buildings with a view to ascertaining more 

comple tely the needs of the district. 

The Secretary of the School of Arts, forwarding 

a resolution passed at their la st meeting , on the motion 

of T. M. O' Neill, seconded by w. Miller , that the School 

A t f f 11 Charge ' the Hall for the use of 
of rts gran s ree o a 

t . The Hospital Committee 
Newcastle Hospital Annual Mee ing. 

1 f Arts for its help . 
thanks the Committee of theSchoo o 

d h;s obJ·ection noted that 
Mr. Mitchell objected and wishe ~ 

d no t the power to grant 
the School of Arts Committee ha 

this favour. 

Honorary Treasurer of "The Pansy 
T. W. Gray, 

1 it 
Club", handed the sum of £7/8/4 to the Hospita' 
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representing 2/3 of the nett proceeds 
of the moonli t 

excur:~ion of 28/12/1898. The Secretary sho •,ed that fo t e 
period of 7 days to 20/1/1899 subscriptions arnountin to 
£118/10/10 and fees £21/16/3 had b . een received . The 
Matron reported that "s omeone had gone to t he nurses 

bedrooms in the middle of the night and awoke them in a 

startling manner much to their discomfort'.' She had made 

enquiries without result before reporting the mat t er to 

the Board. The Committee made more enqui·ri·e s and determined 

that some one within the house was perpetrat i ng a horrible 

practical joke, and if it did not stop more enquiries 

would be made and if determined who "'as the 1 .. cu pr it , she 

would be dismissed immediately. 

TheChairman reported that he had rec eived from 

an outside source, that a patient treated for an i njured 

leg for three weeks within the hospital had on dis charge 

been immediately admitted to Wallsend Hos pital. The 

President asked that the Secretary of the Honorary Medical 

Officers be asked to make a report, which he did. Dr . 

Harris reported that the patient had been admitted under 

Dr. Treloar, who had seen the patient in conjunction with 

Dr. Dunlop. He was treated efficiently a ccording t o modern 

teaching and was discharged 23 days after being admit ted . 

Someweeks after discharge he called on Dr. Dunlop wi th a 

leg deformity. Dr. Dunlop asked him to arrange to be 

readmitted to hospital. Instead of following out t his 

recommendation he visited Dr. Doyle who admitted him to 

Wallsend Hosp ital where he was treated. The Resident 

Medic al Officer asked for instructions relative to a form 

On "On the Uses and 
supplied by Mr. Bruck for an essay 

Thl·s matter was left in the 
Abuses of Public Hospitals". 

t as he saw fit. 
Chairman's hands for attention or no, 

fa carrying chair 
The tender for the supply 0 

an air cushion supplied 
for £1/17/6 vas accepted, and that 

t d not the 
at a cost of 8/- be charged to the patien an -
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The Secretary of the Goulbourn Hospital asked 
if there was ever friction b t e ween the Nursing Staff and 

the visiting female inspection committee. Mr . Scott- Laing 

in reply stated that such a committee would not be 

tolerated in Newcastle, consequently fr' t· ic ion could not 

exist. The President, Mr. Hannell asked for certain 

particulars and the Secretary's reply is of interest: 

"I have to inform you that the amount received from out

patients as fees during the period 1st April to 31st 

December, 1898 was £45.1.9. During that period 735 

patients were treated who attended 2572 times. The 

reorganisation of this department is recognised as being 

effective in the direction anticipated when the proposed 

new scheme was submitted in the annual report of 1897 . 

The institution has gained an additional source of revenue, 

imposition is in a great degree obviated, and a saving in 

drugs and bottles is made, also interference with legiti

mate outside medical practitioners is guarded against. 

The subscriptions received from private subscribers were, 

1897 £552.12.1, other sources £404 .17.9, 1898 £600.19. 5 , 

other sources £317 .19.6. 1898 being down by £37.7.11." 

In respect to the practice of fining the nurses 

2/6 for each clinical thermometer broken while in their 

charge it was decided that the Medical Superintendent be 

requested to decide each case on its merits and where-it 

can be shown that the nurse has not been careless, the 

Dr • .ur Eames request that a 
fine is not to be inflicted. ""-

t 'd se for a few days , 
nurse be allowed to take an ou si e ca 

11 tt d to the case at a 
was granted, Nurse Briggs being a o e 

remuneration of £2.2.0 per week. 

Drs. Nickson and 

examination on 10/2/1899, 

Eames conducted the Nurses' 

the results being, 1st Year 

78%, Nurse Jo 
Nurse Naylor 81%, and 2nd Year Nurse Glover 

congratulated the nurses on their 
Brown 75%. The Committee 

and ra;sed their salaries according to 
splendid results • 
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gradation approved to date from day d ue. Mr. s . s . 
Cohen, apologised forhis absence at th e l ast meeting , 

and stated that the new date would never s ui t him o·dn 

to a religious custom. To suit his conveni ence , the 

meetings were called for a day on h. h h w ic e could attend. 

The Secretary addressed a letter t o Dr . J . 

Beeston, as Secretary of the Honorary Medical Board. 

relative to a hand ambulance, and asked t hat his members 

could peruse some correspondence from the maker s and to 

advise the Committee of Management on the s ubjec t . Dr . 

F. W. Goding, Consul for the United States of America , 

stationed at Newcastle, was asked by the Secretar y , who 

was responsible for the fees for a seaman named Bernard 

Sharp from the American Schooner "Defiance". He would be 

in hospital for approximately 28 days. Unfor t unately the 

reply is lost but it is interesting to record t he Consul ' s 

name and that the Schooner "Defiance" was in port in 

2/2/1899. 

Mr. Sidney Simps on, King Street, Newt own , was 

the manufacturer of hand ambulances and he was asked to 

quote for one equipped with cushion tyres and covers 

the ambulance. This hand ambulance was to be t o the 

Of Dr. Roth and as supplied to the St . specifications 

John's AmbulanceAssociation. 

for 

as Superintendent was written Dr . N. J. Dunlop 

he must notify the Commi ttee if 
to, asking that in future, 

he arranges a band concert within the precincts of t he 

al,.,ays brings extra visitors t o 
Hospital as the recital " 

the institution. 
Wallace Esq., as Consul for R. B. 

that a seaman from t he 
Norway and Sweden was notified 

been admitted sick but 
Norwegian barque "Susanne" had 

that he has developed typhoid 
and his medical fever 

he will require hospital 
attendant Dr. Eames estimates 

A letter dated 13/2/1899 was 
treatment for three months. 
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adressed to Critchett Walker Esq 

•, C. M. G., Pr incipal 
Undersecretary in Which the Secretary a sked how the 

Hospital could obtain the sum of £300 

\~ich the Colonial Secretary stated was available to the 
hospi tal , for the 

purpose of meeting the cost of treatment f 

indigent patients at this hospital. o s ea- borne 

Thomas Page Esq., Secretary Di strict Hospital , 

Grafton, had asked for particulars of the hospi tal and for 
record purposes it is quoted here. 

"The Nursing Staff of this Institution comprise a Matron 
at £100 per annum, Head Nurse at ~62. 
( certificated) three at 

Senior Staff 

3rd Year Junior Staff, 
£36 and £5 uniform allowance 

two at .£30 and £5 uni f orm allowance , 2nd Year Junior Staff, two at £25 and £5 uniform allowance , 1st Year Probationers, five at £ 12.10.0 and £5 uniform 

allowance. The latter nine nurses are i n training school 

and receive yearly increases according to t heir success

fully passing their examination." 

I am yours faithfully, Scott-Laing , Secretary. 

18/2/1899. The Honorary Medical Boar d were 

asked to meet the Committee and to discus s wi th them the 

proposed Operating Theatre and additions to the Institution 

before calling for compe i ive e • t ·t· d si·gns They were to come 

prepared to discuss sizes of ward rooms and with complete 

particulars of all building requirements i ncludi ng the 

contemplated Nurses Home. 

20/2/1899. To A. Filmer, Esq., Toront o. Dear 

Sir, There is a ..... Pat;ent in this hospital suffering f rom a 

and the bullet is embedded in t he body. revolver accident 

to locate the position of Dr. Eames desires the bullet by 

he will be gla d if you will kindly means of X-Rays, and 

VJ.·ev.'I ofhaving the patient communicate with him with a 

placed under your 

your convenience. 

Secretary. 

soon as will best suit apparatus as 

f ·thfully Scott-Laing , ram yours ai ' 
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Matron requisitioned for some fo lls, t •ro llons 
of whisky, three mattresses remade, one wire mattress 

renewed, and clock for isolation ward. Following the 

meeting between the Committee and the Honorary Medical 

Board, a letter was addressed to w. L.Vernon Esq., 

Colonial Architect, which throws some light on the 

requirements of the hospital, it is here quoted in full . 

Sir; I have the honour by direction of the Committee of 

this Hospital to inform you that in connection with the 

erection of the proposed additions to the Institution, it 

has been decided to offer a bonus of twenty- five pounds 

for competitive designs of the most suitable building 

containing the following: 

1. Operating Theatre about 21 x 26 x 18 ft. high . 

2. Casualty Room II 15 X 16 ft . 

3. Medical Superintendent Room 10 X 16 ft. 

4. Waiting Room 15 X 16 ft. 

5. Dispensary 7 X 16 ft . 

6. Medical Staffroom 15 X 14 ft. 

7. Instrument Room 14 X 14 ft. 

8. Special wards (3) 13 X 16 ft. 

l·s to be annexed to the Southern The building 
A sketch of the above 

end of the present main building. 

as Subml·tted by the Honorary Medical Staff 
requirements 

Your further information. 
is forwarded herewith for 

to include a nurses' home 
The competitive designs are 

containing: 

9 bedrooms 5 for 2 beds each. 
16 X 16 X 1 

3 11 

sitting room for Matron . 

reception room - general. 

recreation room. 

All necessary conveniences. 

building is in South Western 

for 1 bed each. 

d site for this The propose 

Of the ground and corner 

shovm on plan herewith. It is the 
. f my committee desire o 
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that the steps they are taking in 
this matter should be 

communicated to you With 
a view of extending to you the 

opportunity of furnishing them 
with any information or 

suggest improvements which you . ' 
mayconsider it expedient 

to offer that would be of assistance 
in supplying the 

completed details of the necessary requirements to the 

competing architects. etc. 

I have the honour to be 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant 
' 

Scott- Laing, 

Secretary. 

The Secretary's letter to t h e Secretary, 

Broken Hill District Hospital, Broken Hill, records for 

all time his duties and are illuminating. 1. My salary 

is £150 per annum. 2. I do NOT live at the hospital. 

(3 and 4) My office LS at the hospital. 5. I~ allowed 

2t per cent on all patients fees only. I am NOT allowed 

anything on subscriptions or any other revenue, the above 

excepted. 6. I am expected (See by laws) to give my 

whole time to the Hospital . 7. The success attending 

the collection of fees is due in a large measure to my 

office being at the Hospital as I have the opportunity 

of interviewing all patients or their friends either on 

admission or before their discharge and making full 

enquiry into their circumstances and where they can pay 

something they must do so. The charges in the general 

wards are 3/- per day to residents of the colony and 4/

per day to shipping cases. 8. There is no assistance 

provided. 9. There is no dispenser, the Resident surgeon 

and the Staff nurses do the work. The Doctor and Matron 

look after the stocks. etc. 

The Medical Superintendent's report showed that 

at midnight on 15/2/1899 there were 46 patients in the 

hospital, daily average number resident 46, number of 
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t -patients treated during the "'eek 6 " 1 • The Matron 

ked that the Laundresses wages be increased by 5; _ per 

eek , but theCommittee decided an increase of 2/ 6 to 

22/6 per week would be sufficient. It was decided to 

Y all wages on the last day of the month at 5. 15 pm . 

he tenders for supplies were opened and the following 

irms submitted the lowest tenders, milk and J eggs, • 

uncaster, bread and flour, M. R. McKinsey, Meat, Chas . 

Lauer, groceries, F. Witherspoon, ambulance, w. Neve , 

·urials, W. Neve. c. C. Fawcett, the hospital plumber, 

as the successful tenderer to keep in repair and oil 

all locks, bolts and hinges on doors and shutters, and 

to keep in repair Venetian blinds in and around hospital 

for the sum of £8 for the term of 12 months conditionally 

on a weekly inspection being m3.de . Payment to be made 

quarterly. 

22/2/1899. The Board requested to have the 

name of the Medical Officer for the week placed in some 

conspicuous place in the Secretary 's room and the 

Secretary instructed to inform the Medical Officer of 

the week when his duties commence. Matron Walsh asked 

for her one month's holiday as she proposed to take a 

sea voyage to New Zealand. 

tat the committee of Manage
The members presen 

ment meeting on 1st March, 1899 were, J. R. Hall 
S S Cohen, J.M. Hyde , 

(Chairman) A. Timbury , w. Lyne, • • 

d G W M1·tchell. A. Fenwick, an • • 

c. c. White Esq., of Tahlee House, Port 
s Williams" 

d d large box per "S. • 
Stephens, forwar e a 

d magazines and books 
hich on being opened , containe 

Lodge Waratah sent a 
for the inmates of the hospital. 

W Upfold as their nominee . 
subscription of £1 and( named R. • 

tle and Hunter River 
k·ng Newcas 

A reply to an enquiry as i 
steamer for a moonlight 

Steamship Coy., the cost of a 

• 



Dr . Champion, 

Dear Sir, 

"Jub Croft" 

32 Oak St ., Ashfield . 

28.8.'53. 

Your letter of 22nd inst. gave me great 

pleasure. I am, glad the history of the now Royal N' castle 

Hosp . is being ."written up" - sorry to say I have not 

the Certificate of my late sister, Elspeth Urquhart 

Cameron, but am sending you what snaps I have of her 
' 

which you may like to see and return to me . 

She and a Nurse Denning - afterwards Mrs . 

Emanuel - were t ogether all thro ' their training and 

both equally proficient - their strong friendship 

lasted to the end - E.U.C. passed away 5/2/51 and Mrs . 

Emanuel this year ('53). Since I could not supply E ' s 

Cert. I wrote to Solicitor Emanuel and asked if he still 

retained his wife's Cert. That was on Tuesday last - I 

have not had a reply as yet, but shall send it to you if 

it is forthcoming. I well remember taking my sister per 

"handsome cab11 to commence her training at the Old 

Building - we were received by Read Nurse in the absence 

of the Matron (Miss Walsh) - (Miss ) Mary Newton . Miss 

Newton afterwards became Matron of the Mental Hospital . 

Her services were highly praised. 

Nurses in those days were hardly trained and 

never grumbled - thought their training a Profession and 

so it should be. 
I am very proud of my sister's history as a 

nurse and Matron. 
She ministered to the soul as well as 

the body. Always self-effacing - so she passed to Higher 

Service. 

W
. h. success in your undertaking. 
is ing you 

Yours faithfully, 

Margaret Cameron. 

h Pupil in my class at 
Mrs . Cleary was a Sunday Sc• 

1 still my friend. M. C. 
Congregational Ch. N'Cast e -



"Jub Croft" 

32 Oak St., Ash field. 

4.9.•53 
Dr . Champion, 

Dear Dr., 

So you are convalescing at Go f f' s Harbour -

trust you'll be benefitted greatly. When I stayed there 
some years ago I visited the home of M r. John Newton 
(brother to Miss Mary Newton). H e was in char ge of 

Public Works and occupied the officia l resi dence on the 

hill at the J·etty. I st d t th H aye a e otel i n the t ovm . 

You certainly think high priase should be given 

to the nurses of long ago - t hey were most conscientious 

and hard working. 

I am glad the Newton family were able t o help 

you with Certificate of Miss Mary Newton - an excel lent 

nurse - later Matron at Newcastle Mental Hospi tal, was 

strict and just. After a Sydney appoint ment she was 

re- called t o Newcastl e Menta l Hos pita l by s pecia l request 

(Dr. Russell was Superintendent then). 

Now for my sister's nursing experience after 

leaving Royal Newcastle Hospital (Not Royal t hen). 

Her first Matronship was at Maclean (Clar ence 

River) I should think from about 1903-1905, then St . 

George Kogarah, approx. 1905-1921. 

3. Berrima District, Bowral, 1921-1930. 

d h Sl·ster housekeeper died She resigne wen my 

(28th May, 1930) to keep house for me till my retirement 

1933. She returned to live privately in Bowral l a ter on 

- her death occurring in February 1951. 

best Part of my life in the I spent the 

Education Dept. My last Mistress-ship was at Croydon 

Park, Sydney. 

thanking 

loved the 

By the same mail I am writing Mrs. Cleary 

d d ss Do you know I 
her for giving you my a re • 

. . N tle Hospital (Gothic style). original ewcas 



ink my sister as head nurse was the first to occup· 

particular room in the Nurses ' Home. I •,ell 

e ber spending some time there in 1902. 

With best wishes. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Margaret Cameron . 

ot that this group will be of any use, I am enclosing 

t as it 's so true of mysister - she was a person of 

eat humour - she was fairly tall , but looks small 

ainst her 1st Sister. 

Here at Ashfield I am known as Miss Margaret 

- Jean was Miss Cameron and Elspeth "Matron". 

Better health and all good wishes. 

M.s .c. 







/ 
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excursion stated that the cost would b e £25 for t he 

"Newcastle" and £20 for the "Syd 11 ney • The Secretar y of 

"Glebe" Miners Lodge forwarded a cheque for £ 10.10.0 and 

nominating 10 names, the "Sea p1· t" L odge forwarded 

£9.0.0 and nominated 9 names . Th s e ecretary showed that 

fees £1 .7.6 and subscriptions ~20 1 ~ • 1.0 had been collec ted 

during the past 5 days. The Medical Superintendent 

stated that at midnight on 27/2/1899, 52 patients wer e 

in hospital and that out-patients treated during t he •1eek 

numbered 69. Confirmation of the Medical Superintendent ' s 

action, in having the sink in the Medical Lavatory 

cleared and the gas in the head nurse's room made to 

light, was granted, but the committee maintained that 

the Chairman should first of all have been notified 

before any action taken. 

The acting Matron asked permission to us e t he 

Matron's room while Matron was on Holiday, the reason 

being that Nurse Goodall was restless and in ill health 

and the acting Matron could not sleep. Approval was given . 

James Hewitt Esq., was granted life membershi p 

of the hospital following his unsolicited subscript ion 

of £20 . Messrs. J. Ash & Sons, were asked to submit a 

price for a cedar board on which could be inscribed the 

names of all life members and persons bequeathing £50 or 

upwards. 

15/3/1899. Dr. J. w. Hester of Stockton aske d 

. for leave of absence from his hospital duties for three 

weeks that he had arranged with Dr. Nickson to take his 

place. The Secretary of the Honorary Medical Board 

asked for the following items: 1. Steam Steriliser, 

cost £15/15/-; 2 Schimmelbusch's Kettles cost 18/6 each; 

Waterproo f 18/9 each; 6 operating 
2 operating aprons 

coats 9/3 each; 3 operating aprons nurses 6/6 each. 

The t otal cost £23/4/6. These purchases were deferred 

until the Chairman could interview the members to 

t 
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determine the urgency. The b mem ers concerned were 

Doctors Nickson and Eames. Th c e ity Band was asked to 

supply music for the Moonlight Excursion. Twelve 

performers would be present at a total cost of £3/3/-. 

During the absence of Matron Walsh on holidays much 

friction developed between Nurses Findlater, Goodall 

Brown, so that the efficiency of the hospital was 

and 

impaired. The Committee discussed the matter at some 

length and eventually addressed letters to these nurses 

pointing out that without harmony the hospital could 

not function and that if their conduct did not improve 

toward each other, their resignations would be expected. 

Tenders for 2 cedar moulded andpolished Gothic headed 

boards 5 1611 extreme height x 2 1 611 for inscribing names 

of life members to be fixed in hall were received from 

Messrs. J. Ash & Sons, price £1.13.0 each and from Wilson 

& Patey at 17/6 each. The Committee required a better 

article and deferred consideration until designs of 

suitable board were submitted. 

22/3/1899. Messrs. s. s. Cohen and J. R. Hall 

guaranteed to accept all liabilities in the matter of the 

proposed excursion to Green Island and asked the Committeen 

assistance in making the excursion a success. 

The Principal Undersecretary communicated with 

the hospital that after 30th June, payment for sea-borne 

destitute patients would be at the rate of £1 per week, 

provided the admission to hospital is authorised by the 

Government Medical Officer of Newcastle. 

Mr. Crandle, the Hall porter asked for 5 days 

C At midnight 20th March, 
leave to attend Military amp. 

49 Pat].·ents in the hospital and 81 
1899 there were 

db treat
ed that week. The acting Matron 

patients ha een 
brandy and flannel for the 

requisitioned for whisky, 

house. It was decided that the surgical equipment 

recently asked for by the Medical Board be purchased 
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from Down Bros., 21 Thomas Street London. 

Dr. W. L'Estrange Eames t no ifying his absence 

from duties during military continuous training 

exercises and asking that Dr. Dunlop be allowed to accept 
his calls. The hand ambulance arrived at the hospital 

25/3/1899 and was giving every satisfaction. Mr. 

Simpson of Newtown, the manufacturer, was informed to 

that effect. A resolution was passed that it should 

not be taken further west than Tattersals corner and 

then only if ordered by a responsible person. 

Matron Walsh returned to duty on April 18th 

and her first duty was to enquire into the conduct of 

the three senior nurses. She states "5/4/1899. I beg 

to report my return to duty and beg to thank you for so 

kindly responding to my application for an extension of 

leave. I am sorry to hear that the nurses found it 

necessary to report their disagreements to the Committee. 

I have made inquiries and settled the matter in dispute 

to the satisfaction of all concerned and trust all will 

go well as before. I beg to recommend that nurse 

Findlater's application for leave be granted." 

Mr. Thos. Brooks proposed and Mr. T. M. 1, 

O'Neill seconded that the Committee of management be 

authorised to defray all expenses in connection with the 

maintenance of the Institution for the quarter ending 

30/6/1899, such expenses not to exceed £750. This v,as 

Carr]..ed members present being C.H. Hannell, J. Wood, 
' 

w. B. Sharp, s. s . Cohen, w. H. Goodman, D. Miller, 

G. w. Mitchell, J. M. Hyde, A. Timbury, T. M. O'Neill, 

J. R. Hall, A. F. Hall and T. Brooks. Apol0.gies having 

been received from W. Lyne, A. Fenwick, G. R. Short, 

H. V. Harris, 

The 

a subsidy for 

W. K. Lockhead and W. J. Ellis. 

t Y refused to allow principal undersecre ar 

the £17 collected on hospital Saturday, so 
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the subsidy only amounted to £141/18/-. 
This sta tement 

was received on April 7th, 1899. The Secretary s tated 

that £32/7/10 had been received i·nto the hospital for 

the 12 days from the 1st April, fees £29/0/3 , b su s criptions 
£3/7/7. The daily average of patients was up being 53 , 

and outpatients treated for the week numbered 74 . The 
bath used by the nurses was leaking badly, it was 

soldered by Fawcett the plumber who also cleaned out 

the Gas main. Matron found that she needed 3 new 

bedsteads, 24 Kapok pillows, towels, flannellette and 

sheeting. She was asked to submit a firm quotation so 

that the Committee could estimate the cost. Present a t 

the meeting of 17th April, 1899 were J. R. Hall, s. s . 

Cohen, J.M. Hyde, W. Lyne, A. Timbury and G. w. 
Mitchell. Reports of the inspection by the Principal 

Medical Officer Dr. Ashburton Thompson and the Colonial 

Architect Mr. Vernon were read, those two officers 

confirmed that additions were necessary that plan had 

been criticised, amendments made. The Medical Committee 

met Doctors Harris, Beeston, Nickson, Eames and Hors fall 

being present and they were asked by the Committee to 

submit an estimate of the Accommodation required by the 

hospital for the next 20 years. It was decided that 

1. The amount voted by the General Committee on 13/2/1899 

as a bonus offered for competitive design for the 

proposed new additions be increased from £25 to £100. 

2. That designs be called for a general comprehensive 

plan embracing the better portions of the existing 

building and providing accommodation as detailed for 

the next 20 years, showing where and how the accommoda

tion immediately required is best placed, the nurses 

home to be detached. 

3 . That application be made to the Colonial Secretary 

that an adequate sum be placed on the estimates of the 

next year for the purpose of proceeding with the first 

., 
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stage of the proposed additions Viz t 
he surgical portion 

already ootermined upon and the nurses home. 

The estimate of the accommodation for 20 

Jears was given as 150 beds. 

The following new by-law which was framed as 

a direct result of the differences f o opinion causing 

friction during Matrons absence in New Zealand was moved 

by J. R. Hall and seconded bys. s. Cohen. ·~hat 

whenever ~t shall become necessary to temporarily place 

a junior nurse in charge of a ward, the more advanced 

nurse according to seniority in the service on the 

training staff available at the time shall be given 

the preference, provided that in the opinion of the 

Medical Superintendent and Matron she is considered 

qualified to discharge the duties of the position and 

during her temporary occupancy of such position she 

shall be considered a senior staff nurse." The quotation 

for screens, bed rests and pillows obtained by Matron 

were, w. Neve, 12 screens as per sample 10/- each, 3 

bed rests as per sample 15/- each, 24 kapok pillows as 

per sample 2/9 each. An Ellams duplicator was purchased 

£3/10/- to lighten the work of the Secretary. 

On 26/4/1899 A. F. Hall presented to the 

Committee a tracing of the hospital site, 1. showing 

position as dedicated, 2. position as occupied, 

3. interior details and level to guide competing 

architects in contour. Ferrotype (blue print) copies 

could be struck off ·the tracing to any number cheaply 

and he could arrange for same being done. It was 

decided to purchase 50 copies; Mr. Hall was suitably 

thanked for his generous service to the hospital . The 

report showed that 50 patients 
Resident Medical officers 

and that out-patients treated numbered 
were in hospital 

79. For some months now the hospital 

at its full bed rate. 

had been working 
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In May, 1899, the president, c. A. Hannell 

Esquire, addressed a letter to the Commi·ttee of 1anage-

ment complaining that although president , he Vias in the 

dark as to matters dealt with by the Committee. That 

common courtesy should have been shovm to him especially 

as he has always taken a keen interest in the hospital 

and that " he was not just a token president. When he 

chaired a recent meeting, he did not know for what 

purpose the meeting had been called etc. The Committee 

however gave distinct instruction ,to the Secretary, that 

no information must be given until matters had been 

thrashed out by the Committee of management, but that 

correspondence was always available to the President at 

the secretary's office. The Resident Medical Officer 

stated that the bed position was acute 53 patients being 

in hospital. That the"housemaids sink was blocked again" 

and that continued botlier lNith traps in the Medical male 

and female bathrooms could be overcome i f the traps 

were removed. Nurse Briggs of the Pierce Maitland 

Nurses Home had been on duty, to overcome the acute 

nursing condition at present existing in the hospital 

with all beds filled. The Committee decided to ask the 

general committee to request £6,000 as a special grant 

to carry out the new proposed buildings. The chief 

Secretary J. Brunker, Esq. , replied to the request, 

stating that every representation would be placed 

before cabinet to place this rum of money on the 

estimation. The Sydney Soap and Candle Company, 

1 Of Soaps 1.·n which disinfectants had 
submitted samp es 

d and the Committee asked the Medical 
been incorporate 

ff . ·ency 59 patients in 
Officer to try them out fore 1.c1. • 

hospital 9 over authorised number and many waiting to 

be admitted showed that the hospital was taxed to its 

limit. 

probes, 

He requisitioned for 2 razors and 6 uterine 

I 0/ d Matron asked for 
the whole to cost £1 1 - an 
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twQ gallons of whisky at £l/5/- per gallon and 3 
mattresses to be covered to cost 10/- each. Later in 

May the Medical Board tendered a report, which shoved 

that, "The daily number · resident is over that •ihich 

can be provided for by beds in the Institution consequently 

they are sleeping on the floor of the dining room . This 

Board recommends that the Committee apply to the Colonial 

Secretary for the loan of one of the Military Tortoise 

Tents as a temporary measure." This recommendation was 

carried out. The Resident Medical Officer reported that 

for the week, out-patients treated there numbered 75 but 

that the average number of patients resident was now 63 . 

He recommended that some of the patients sleeping on 

shake downs in the Dining Room and Passages could be 

made more comfortable, if the dining room was converted 

to a proper ward. The Medical Staff reported that the 

new soaps with disinfectant incorporated, have proved a 

success, "that they are all that they are represented to 

be - excellent soaps". The Committee noted that Matron 

had failed to deliver to each nurse a copy of the new 

by-law. This despite the fact that she had been instructed 

to do so, that she must do it next morning. 

25/5/1899. Drs. J. Beeston, Dr. Nickson, and 

John Harris have promised in writing to care for the 

hospital whilst the Medical Superintendent Dr. Dunlop 

The Colonl.·a1 Secretary referred 
was on two days leave. 

the hospital to Lieut. Col. Ranclaud for the Tortoise 

t h erected by the Military in the hospital 
Ten, whic was 

grounds. It was used as a dining room. The average 

number daily resident for that week was 60 and ·. the out-

t t d Were 51 males and 14 females. 
patients rea e 

It was 

Competl..tJ.·on for designs for the new 
decided that the 

Advertisements 
hospital close on Thursday 31st Aug. 1899• 

Newcastl
e Herald, Sydney Morning Herald, 

to appear in the 
A gas stove 

h Melbourne Age and Argus. 
Daily Telegrap , -
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was required for the tent b eing used by convalescent 

patients but this was d eferred as new beds had to be 

purchased for the new ward. Th e best quotation ~as 

from Mrs. Pearson 6 b d t / es a £2 13/6, 6 hair mattresses 

at £1/16/- ea. Plans and printed conditions for 

competition for designs to be furnished to competing 

architects were presented to the Commi·ttee and it was 

decided to charge 10/6 for each set. The Committee of 

the Sailors Home were approached by letter, asking if 

seafaring convalescent destitute patients could be 

admitted to the home and boarded until they are fit for 

work and thus relieve the hospital of many convalescent 

patients who otherwise cannot be discharged until quite 

well owing to there being no refuge for them owing to 

their lack of means. 

At the meeting in June, 1899 there were present 

J. R. Hall, W. Lyne, A. Timbury, A. Fenwick and G.W. 

Mitchell. Lieut. Col. Ranclaud had not completed the 

moneys raised by collection at the Easter Military Camp, 

but promised to expedite matters. When it was presented 

to the hospital it amounted to £13/10/-. T. s. Pether

bridge thanked the hospital for a share in the spirit 

purchases. 

Applications from 27 architects applying for 

particulars re competition for design of the new buildings 

were to hand and they were being supplied as quickly as 

possible. The Periodical Publishing Co. of Sydney requested 

a copy to be published in its Builders and Contractors 

Journal. The Committee agreed, providing no financial 

bt d lt The Resident Medical 
de was accrue as a resu • 

Superintendent's weekly report showed that at midnight 

on 5th June 1899 there were 54 patients in the hospital, 

5 5 and out patients treated 
average daily number 5. 

numbered 55 for that week• 
The following letter to 

Donald Cameron of Broken Hill Hospital, may seem 
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redundent but it is given to record t f s a f conditions . 

I am instructed to inform you, tha t t h e sal aries and 

wages are paid as under, Probationers or nurses in their 

first year of training £12/10/- per annum, Junior Nurses 

(or assistants) in their second ye..,,... of t = r aining are paid 

£25 per annum. Junior Nurses in their Third Year a r e 

paid £30 per annum. These increases are all s ub ject to 

the nurses passing satisfactory examinations ea ch year . 

On the completion of the three years training , t he 

Hospital certificate is presented and nurses are advanced 

to the Senior Staff at £36 per annum. Wi t h the fore going 

grades a yearly allowance of £5 in addition to t he salary 

is made to each nurse to provide in and out door uni f orm. 

The Head Nurse received £62 per annum (maximum) without 

uniform allowance commenced at £52 per annum. The 

Matron received £100 per annum (maximum) without uniform 

allowance, commenced at £75 per annum. Cook man 25/

per week, Wardsma n 20/-, Hallporter and Messenger 10/-, 

Laundress 22/6, Assistant Laundress 12/-, Housemai d 12/-, 

Housemaid 8/-. The servants are engaged by Matron a t 

current rates and increases are given by her recommenda

tion after consideration of Committee of Management. 

Leaveof absence of 31 days per annum on full pay i s 

allowed to each nurse and the Matron, but t he s ervant s 

are only allowed extended leave on the condition tha t 

they find a substitute at their own expense. Short 

leave is granted on full pay providing they can be 

spared and the work can be done by the others during hi s 

Ali the employees are boarded and reside 
or her absence o 

on the hospital premises free from any de ductions . 

The University Dramatic Society, T. s. Crawford 

f through Dr. Dunlop, that it 
Secretary, made an of er 

t· d" play which was such 
gives in.Newcastle, its drama ic is 

Afte
r reference the Committee of 

a success in Sydney. 
. ·on that if presented the 

Management, are of the opini , 

-
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pe formance would not be a financi·al success due to t•o 

functions for the hospital having recently been given . 

Mr. T. s. Crawford was thanked but this offer ~as 

declined . The last day of June showed many letters from 

prominent architects in S d B Y ney, . risbane, Melbourne and 

Newcastle, applying for copies of plans and specifica

tions for the proposed new hospital. Most of the 

enquiries were answered by the Secretary to the enquirers 

satisfaction. G. Sydney Jones, Hon. Secretary Institute 

of Architects, asked many questions suggesting alteration 

in the wording of the specification. The Hospital 

Secretary, was able to convince him that the members of 

the Committee of Management were reputable persons who 

would have the competition guaged by competent professional 

people and as so much thought had been given the matter 

that not any alteration ofthe wording would be considered. 

Some of the questions asked were "could the town water 

operate on hydraulic lift. As the building was exposed 

to sea ravages would cement rendering be permitted. Is 

the existing building showing signs of erosion. Could 

foundations be easily obtained. Was ·t.b.ere building stone 

in the district. What do bricks cost." Mr. Menkens and 

the Secretary wrote out the answers. Trouble with Peter 

Bennett, Architect developed. He had submitted plans 

and specification for new building in April 1898 before 

the Committee considered going ahead with the large 

scheme forced on them by the representations of the 

Medical Board. Mr. Bennett's claim for £45 being 2% on 

estimated cost of building and for tracing of same at 
1% 

£22/10/- came as a great surprise. 
This matter will be 

dealt with shortly. 
Several architects returned the 

M. B. Halligan 
plans refusing to pay 10/6 to view them. 

of Sydney returned his plans, would not compete, as in 

conditions there is a possibility of the successful 

competitors being paid the prize only and his design 
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being handed out to some one else to carry out. The 
Bennett matter reached a head wh ft . en a er an intervie• 
with the Committee he decided t o accept £4.0 but the 
Committee decided that £25 be off d . ere , and if not 
accepted by Mr. Bennett the matter to be placed before 
the Government Architect for his op·· inon. The Committee 

however, decided with Mr. Bennetts concurrence to ask 

Mr . Mr. Pender of Maitland to act as arbitrator. 

Pender held his court at the hospital on 24 August . 

This court was held, both sides fairly stating their 

cases. The verdict for Mr. Bennett to the amount of £44 . 

This amount was duly paid to Mr . Bennett. 

The Resident Medical Officer reported that at 

midnight on 26/6/1899 there were 49 patients in the 1ards, 

average number daily resident 52 .5 and out patients 

treated that week numbered 63. As the work of the 

hospitalwcE considerably lighter, it was decided to 

dismantle and return the tent to the Military Store. 

The floor of this tent supplied by the Hospital was 

offered for sale for £2. As the nearest offer was £1 

and then only if the floor was dismantled the Committee 

decided to tell Lieut. McGlynn of the 4th Regiment to 

pay £1 as it was or do without. It was sold for £1 . 

The chairman was authorised by his coD.eagues to sanction 

the purchase of counter panes for the wards at a cost of 

£5, recommended by Matron if he thought them necessary 

only. The following letter dated 27/6/1899 relating 

to hospital matters is of especial interest, 

To Messrs. Purchase and Sleight, Sirs, (1) The present 

t ·ct (2) It is well built 
main building is cemented ou si e, 

and shows no sign of settlement, (3) Local bricks are 

red in colour, price from 38/- per 1000, (4) The depth 

to get a good foundation will average 3 feet, (5) The 

B d does not recommend 
engineers to the Local Water oar, 

l 'ft f o the town supply. 
the working of hydraulic 1 s rm 

but the working would be 
There is sufficient pressure, 

unsatisfactory. 

111111 
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{6) There is a sewerage system to vhich the 
hospital is attached. Sewers run do,•m both p ,._. acific and 
Telford Streets. (7) Outside the galvani·sed. iron fence 
is ground made up of street sweepi·ngs and i·s 

unreliable 
for building on, the enclosed, described in No. 2 of 

particulars is the limit. (8) T he daily number of out 

patients is 15. (9) You are at liberty to place the 

dispensary wherever in your view is the most 

and up-to-date position. 

Yours sincerely , 

suitable 

19/7/1899. An accident to the Ambulance Waggon put it 

out of Commission. Quotations were called for to repair 

and renovation, Gilbert Bros. £12/2/6, T. Proctor 

£13/10/-. The chairman was asked to accept either tender 

he thought fit after interviewing each firm. 

Nurses examination results, Drs. J. Harris and 

R.Treloar examiners for 1st Year. 

Winifred Hewison (P~ss) 

Margaret Veenham (Pass) 

Mary Morris 70% 

Mary E. Biggs 60% 

Lily Fawcett 65% 

2nd Year examination Drs. J. Beeston and Victor Ludlow. 

Nurse Denning 74% Nurse L. Naylor 79% 

The Committee approved of the promotion of the senior 

nurses in the increase of salary. The Resident Medical 

Officer stated that at midnight 17/7/1899 there were 48 

patients in hosp ital and that out patients treated 

numbered 79. 

26/7/1899. Mr. s. s. Cohen tendered his resignation as 

a Committee member. His reason that he was leaving the 

colony for a trip around the world. He had been asked 

by Mr . David Cohen to give a cheque to the hospital on 

his behalf and had pleasure in handing one for £25 in 

the name of Mr. David Cohen of 8 Pembridge Square, 

London. This resignation was accepted with regret. 



£104/5/-. 

2/8/1899. 
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Salaries and Wages fort 
he month amounted to 

Matrons book, "I beg to report that Nurse 
Hewison is ill, and 

was removed to Childrens lard on 

Friday last." "Two Gallon Whisky" . 

23/8/1899. I beg to recommend that Nurse Dennings leave 

be granted also that Miss Howden be appointed probationer 
on trial to fill the vacancy caused b N y urse Hewison's 

death. Two windows one broken in Nurses' bedroom I had 

mended as rain came i·n 
' some panes of glass in windows 

are loose and require fastening. Mat at bottom of stairs 

renewing. Castors on some bedsteads. A tin blower 

across fire place in four bed ward. 

30/8/1899. Six bottles of Port Wine. 

Two gallons of Brandy. 

Some Huckaback Towelling. 

J. Walsh 

Matron. 

9.8.1899. The Secretary Honorary Medical Board forwarded 

to the Committee, resolutions formulated by his Board. 

(1) That the sanitary conditions of the hospital be 

thoroughly enquired into and the smoke test be applied 

to all drains connected with the Institution. 

(2) Drawing attention to the urgent necessity which 

exists for the immediate erection of a nurses home. 

(3) Requesting the alteration of strong room into an 

isolation ward and that a strong room be built for 

temporary use. 

(4) Drawing attention to defective supply of instruments 

in the operating room and submitting a list as being 

urgently required. Estimated cost £15/6/- they are 

Meltzers Catalogue Melbourne. 

The Committee decided: 

(1) to obtain report from the Sanitary inspector on the 

condition of the hospital . 

' 
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(2) (3) to stand over for the present. 

(4) Approval of instrument purchase. 

The resident medical officer reported that 

Nurse W.M. Hewison is suffering from Typhoid Fever, she 

is progressing favourably. H 1 k ea so as ed that the lower 

halves of the windows in the female and children's wards 

be barred and that a cross pi'ece should be inserted in 

the window of the one .bed ward to strengthen them against 

the wind. The chairman had attended the Colonial 

Secretary, who showed him the sum of £6000 on the 

estimates as a start towards a new Newcastle Hospital, 

but that the amount had to be approved by the Colonial 

Treasurer and Cabinet. The Subsidy amounting to £542/7/7 

had been paid into the hospitals account being for the 

term January-March 1899. Nurse Hewison died of Typhoid 

on 13/8/1899, a letter of condolence was sent to her 

people, addressed to George Hewison Esq ., Newcastle. 

Miss Mary P. Howden joined as a probationer 

nurse, in place of the late Nurse Hewisono Drs. Eames 

and Nickson on the invitation of the Committee discussed 

the right of Honorary Medical Officers attending and 

charging patients, when admitted to private wards. The 

matter was clarified and it was clearly understood that 

the Medical Officers have the right to charge private 

patients in private wards. It was decided that no 

property of deceased persons should in future be handed 

over to anyone until . it was established that those 

claiming the property had a legal right to do so. The 

chairman produced an extract from the estimates for the 

year 1899-1900 of the Government, now before Parliament, 

for approval showing that this hospital was down for cost 

of maintenance of Sea Borne patients (destitute) £300 

Special Grant in aid of alterations £2000. 

30/8/1899. The gale force winds caused much 

damage to the hospital. The o~rating theatre glass roof 
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being broken by falling slates, several iron verandah 

roofs being loosened. It was resolved that the glass 

r oof must be protected from falling slates and that 

Fawcett , the plumber, be instructed to effect repairs 

to all iron roofs. The Hospital Board, felt it their 

duty to pay the funeral expenses of Nurse Hewison. The 

Hunter District Water and Sewerage Board showed that 

the re had been a large excess of water above the allowance 

per head . Mr . Brown the Honorary Solicitor stated that 

the Hospitalwas not legally bound to pay for the water 

but considered if the Board exployees could prove waste 

after an inspection , the hospital was morally bound to 

pay. It was decided to ask Mr . W. Vernon the Government 

architect , to act as arbitrator in the competition for 

designs for new addition closing 31/8/1899. 

The President, c. H. Tiannell Esq., in the 

presence of the members of the general committee opened 

the adjudicators awards on the public competition for 

suitable designs for the proposed new Hospital and 

Nurses Home. The adjudicator awarded 1st prize to 

"Experience" and that under the motto "Bon Coeur" was 

second in order of merit . The President then opened 

the sealed envelopes containing the names of the authors 

of the designs and found that "Experience" was Mr. J. 

J . Clark of Brisbane who therefore won £100 and 2nd 

prize of £25 went to Messrs . E. & A. Spencer as authors 

of "Bon Coeur" . A motion of thanks was passed to W. L. 

Vernon Esq ., Government Architect , for his valuable 

services in judging the plans . 

September the 4th 1899 was the date for a most 

important resolution by the General Committee . It was 

resolved "that a sub- committee consisting of the President 

c. H. Hannell , Vice President J . Wood , J . Hall , Thos . 

Brooks and w. s . Gardner be appointed to act with three 

members of the Honorary Medical Board appointed by that 
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