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E XECUTIVE S UMMARY
The study site forms part of a grant of 2562 acres which was given to the
Church and Lands Corporation and the Trustees in approximately 1829.
By 1833 the land was sold to John Wighton, whom had intended to
cultivate and develop the land for agricultural purposes, although died
suddenly in 1836. Kenneth Snodgrass purchased the entire portion of
land, and subsequently sold the property to John Eales Senior, a
prominent Maitland local, who already owned 2000 acres on the opposite
side of the Hunter River and known as Duckenfield Park. Between 18991900, the grandchildren of John Eales Senior sold the portion of land now
forming Nobles Road and the wharf embankment area to the Public
Works Department. Construction of the wharf had commenced by 1901
and completed by 1904.
Martin Carney and Kevin Hickson, of AMAC Group, and John Carr of
John Carr Heritage Design recorded the remains of the wharf on the 14th
August 2014. A scale plan and archival photographs were taken of the
structure prior to its removal under the supervision of Carney to ensure
that any unknown archaeological material in association with the use of
the wharf was exposed. No archaeological material was identified during
monitoring.
Historical plans indicate that the timber wharf originally formed a ‘T’
shape, although the stem is the only remaining feature of the wharf. The
remnants of three timber piers, initially supporting the top of the ‘T’ form,
remain in the river. Of the wharf structure seven timber bearers, three
piers, some decking and bolts visibly remain. A rubble stone embankment
was installed at some point below the wharf, having been constructed to
stabilise the embankment. No archaeological material of significance or
considered a relic was identified.
The remaining fragmentary wharf structure has been assessed as not
being of cultural significance to the Port Stephens Council or Nelsons
Plains. The wharf remains have been extensively buried under river silt for
decades with nearly all detail removed. The physical condition of the
remaining fabric and the standardisation of its design do not warrant its
individual listing as an item of heritage significance on the Council's Local
Environmental Plan. The silo has been assessed as being of High Local
heritage significance due to its high degree of technical achievement in
thin concrete shell technology, as well as its rarity of construction in the
Hunter region.
It is recommended that this report be submitted to the Heritage Division,
along with any archival photographs. It is further recommended that this
report be submitted to Raymond Terrace Local Library as a matter of public
information.
The c1900 derelict Government wharf remnants are of low heritage
significance and have been recorded and removed under archaeological
supervision, which is a positive heritage outcome. The adjoining silo has
been retained. The wharf and silo have no definable archaeological
significance and the removed wharf is not a relic but considered to be a
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work under current Heritage Division guidance, which was recorded prior to
its removal.
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Greater study site area, highlighted in red.
NSW Land and Property Information, Six Maps (accessed 12th June
2014).
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Current aerial photograph of the greater study site area. Current
study site outlined in red.
NSW Land and Property Information, Six Maps (accessed 12th June
2014).
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1.0 I NTRODUCTION
1.1

BACKGROUND

NSW Public Works has commissioned the Archaeological Management and
Consulting Group to prepare a Heritage Assessment for 30-31 Nobles Road,
Nelsons Plains. The Heritage Assessment component of the report has been written
by John Carr, Heritage Architect, with the Historical research and physical recording
of the wharf remains completed by AMAC Group. The report conforms to Heritage
Office Guidelines for Archaeological Assessment.1

1.2

STUDY ARE A

The study site is that piece of land described as Lot 7301 in Land Titles Office
Deposited Plan 1134521, part of Lot 19 in Land Titles Office Deposited Plan
1133767 and part of Lot 1 in Land Titles Office Deposited Plan 742876. The street
address is known as 30-31 Nobles Road, Nelsons Plains, in the Parish of Seaham,
County of Durham.

1.3

SCOPE

This report does not consider the potential Aboriginal archaeology of the study site.
However, any Aboriginal sites and objects are protected by the National Parks and
Wildlife Act (see Section 1.5.2).
The heritage value of the structures currently standing on the study site is assessed
in this report under ‘Heritage Assessment’.
The discovery of unknown and unassessed remains will require additional
assessment.

1.4

AUTHOR IDENTIFICATIO N

This report was researched and written by John Carr, Martin Carney and Kelly
Strickland. Section 3.2 and 4.0 were written by John Carr. Section 3.5 was written
by Carney and Section 1.0, 2.0, 3.1, 3.3-3.4 and 5.0 were written by Strickland. The
report was reviewed by Martin Carney. Recording was completed by Carney and
Kevin Hickson. The initial site inspection was conducted by Carr.
The main collections used were the State Library of New South Wales, Trove online
collection, NSW Land and Property Information, State Records, Australian
Dictionary of Biography and NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages.

1.5

STATUTORY CONTROLS AND HERITAGE STUDIES

1.5.1 NSW Heritage Act 1977 (as amended)
The NSW Heritage Act 1977 affords automatic statutory protection to relics that form
archaeological deposits or part thereof. The Act defines relics as:
Relic means any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that:
(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales,
not being Aboriginal settlement, and
1

Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Planning (1996).
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(b) is of State or local heritage significance

Sections 139 to 145 of the Act prevent the excavation or disturbance of land for the
purpose of discovering, exposing or moving a relic, except by a qualified
archaeologist to whom an excavation permit has been issued by the Heritage
Council of NSW.
In terms of the Heritage Act 1977 and Heritage Division guidelines, the remains of
the wharf is not considered to be an archaeological relic. However the heritage
significance as a standing structure is assessed in Section 4.0.
1.5.2 National Parks and Wildli fe Act (1974)
The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (as amended) affords protection to all
Aboriginal objects and is governed by the NSW Office of Environment and
Heritage. These objects are defined as:
any deposit, object or material evidence (not being a handicraft made for sale)
relating to the Aboriginal habitation of the area that comprises New South Wales,
being habitation before or concurrent with (or both) the occupation of that area
by persons of non-Aboriginal extraction, and includes Aboriginal remains.2

It is an offence to destroy Aboriginal objects or places without the consent of
the Director-General.3 Section 86 discusses ‘Harming or desecration Aboriginal
objects and Aboriginal places:
(1) A person must not harm or desecrate an object that the person knows is an
Aboriginal object. Maximum penalty:
(a) in the case of an individual-2,500 penalty units or imprisonment for 1
year, or both, or (in circumstances of aggravation) 5,000 penalty units
or imprisonment for 2 years, or both, or
(b) in the case of a corporation-10,000 penalty units.
(2) A person must not harm an Aboriginal object. Maximum penalty:
(a) in the case of an individual-500 penalty units or (in circumstances of
aggravation) 1,000 penalty units, or
(b) in the case of a corporation-2,000 penalty units.
(3) For the purposes of this section, "circumstances of aggravation" are:
(a) that the offence was committed in the course of carrying out a
commercial activity, or
(b) that the offence was the second or subsequent occasion on which the
offender was convicted of an offence under this section.
This subsection does not apply unless the circumstances of aggravation were
identified in the court attendance notice or summons for the offence.
(4) A person must not harm or desecrate an Aboriginal place.
Maximum penalty:
(a) in the case of an individual-5,000 penalty units or imprisonment for 2
years, or both, or
(b) in the case of a corporation-10,000 penalty units.
(5) The offences under subsections (2) and (4) are offences of strict liability and
the defence of honest and reasonable mistake of fact applies.
(6) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply with respect to an Aboriginal object that
is dealt with in accordance with section 85A.
(7) A single prosecution for an offence under subsection (1) or (2) may relate to a
single Aboriginal object or a group of Aboriginal objects.

2
3

Part 1 Section 5, National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.
Part 6 Section 90 (1) National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.
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(8) If, in proceedings for an offence under subsection (1), the court is satisfied
that, at the time the accused harmed the Aboriginal object concerned, the
accused did not know that the object was an Aboriginal object, the court may
find an offence proved under subsection (2).4

1.5.2.1

Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal
Objects in NSW

In October 2010 DECCW, now Office of Environment and Heritage, introduced
the “Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in
NSW”.5 This code should be used by individuals or organisations who are
contemplating undertaking activities which may harm Aboriginal objects.
This code provides a process whereby a reasonable determination can be
made as to whether or not Aboriginal objects will be harmed by an activity,
whether further investigation is warranted and whether the activity requires an
Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) application.
If through this or any other process that meets the standards of this code, such
as an environmental impact assessment, you have already taken reasonable
steps to identify Aboriginal objects in an area subject to a proposed activity and
it is already known that Aboriginal objects will be harmed or are likely to be
harmed by an activity, then an application should be made for an AHIP.
Individuals or organisations who are contemplating undertaking activities which
could harm Aboriginal objects should consult this code or engage the services
of an appropriately qualified Archaeological consultant to carry out a due
diligence study on any proposed development.
This code of conduct was released in response to changes in the NPW Act
which are outline below which now states “A person must not harm or
desecrate an object that the person knows is an Aboriginal object” or that “A
person must not harm or desecrate an Aboriginal place” (NPW Act,
Amendment 2010).
1.5.3 State Heritage Regi ster and Inventor y
The NSW State Heritage Register or Inventory is a list which contains places,
items and areas of heritage value to New South Wales. These places are
protected under the New South Wales Heritage Act 1977.
The site is not listed on the NSW State Heritage Register or Inventory.
1.5.4 National Herit age List
The National Heritage List is a list which contains places, items and areas of
outstanding heritage value to Australia. This can include places and areas overseas
as well as items of Aboriginal significance and origin. These places are protected
under the Australian Government's EPBC Act.
The study site is not listed on the National Heritage List.

4

Part 6 Section 86, National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.
Office of Environment and Heritage,
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/ddcop/10798ddcop.pdf
5
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1.5.5 Commonw ealth Heritage List
The Commonwealth Heritage List can include natural, Indigenous and historic
places of value to the nation. Items on this list are under Commonwealth ownership
or control and as such are identified, protected and managed by the federal
government.
The study site is not listed on the Commonwealth Heritage List.
1.5.6 Port Stephens Council Local Environment Plan 2013
Part 5.10 – Heritage Conservation, in the Port Stephens Local Environment 2013,
outlines specific requirements for developments on sites which contain or may
contain relics of heritage significance, archaeological sites or Aboriginal places of
heritage significance. The following information outlines treatment of heritage and
archaeological sites:
(5) Heritage assessment
The consent authority may, before granting consent to any development:
(a) on land on which a heritage item is located, or
(b) on land that is within a heritage conservation area, or
(c) on land that is within the vicinity of land referred to in paragraph (a) or (b), require a
heritage management document to be prepared that assesses the extent to which the
carrying out of the proposed development would affect the heritage significance of the
heritage item or heritage conservation area concerned.
(7) Archaeological sites
The consent authority must, before granting consent under this clause to the carrying out
of development on an archaeological site (other than land listed on the State Heritage
Register or to which an interim heritage order under the Heritage Act 1977 applies):
(a) notify the Heritage Council of its intention to grant consent, and
(b) take into consideration any response received from the Heritage Council within 28
days after the notice is sent.

Schedule 5 – Environmental Heritage, lists all heritage items, known archaeological
sites and conservation areas within the Port Stephens municipality. The study site is
not listed as an item in an of the heritage categories.

1.6
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2.0 S ITE H ISTORY
2.1

RAYMOND TERRACE AND NELSONS PLAINS

Prior to European settlement, the region encompassing Raymond Terrace and
Nelsons Plains was occupied by the Worimi Aboriginal people.6 The confluence of
two river streams and the floodplain areas surrounding the water courses would
have made the area rich in available resources.
Initial investigations into land further north of Newcastle and Maitland occurred at
the turn of the 19th century. In 1801, Lieutenant Colonel Paterson and a small team
travelled along the Hunter River aboard the survey vessel Lady Nelson in order to
search for natural resources.7 During the same expedition, Paterson and his team
went ashore to inspect the area, crossing the present day township location of
Raymond Terrace around June of the same year.8 It was not until approximately
1812 that a formal exploratory party was sent to the area under the direction of
Lieutenant Raymond.9 Some historical accounts claim that Raymond Terrace was
named after the acting Lieutenant’s last name, and that ‘terrace’ attributes to the
terraced nature of the surrounding landscape.10
Land grants within Raymond Terrace and the adjacent Nelsons Plains appear to
have begun during the 1820s. Access was relatively difficult and predominantly only
possible along the river; no formal roadways were introduced until the mid-19th
century. With the establishment of paddle-wheel steamships progressing along the
river to Morpeth, the town of Raymond Terrace experienced significant growth as a
port of call, and subsequently was formalised with a Government town survey in
1837.11 In 1841, Raymond Terrace was listed as having 364 inhabitants, 105 of
those convicts, and 47 dwellings.
Farming, dairying and shipbuilding were prominent economic industries for the
region. During the 1830s, Raymond Terrace became the first area to produce wine
for export in Australia; however the industry rapidly declined due to the nature of the
floodplains landscape and weather conditions not as favourable as other nearby
areas such as the Hunter Valley. For the majority of the 19th century, boat and ship
building was the most prominent and successful industry for the area, having
become the main shipping centre for the northern town of Stroud, Gloucester and
the Copeland goldfields.12

“Raymond Terrace”, Historical Towns Directory, Australian Heritage Website, accessed
13th June 2014,
http://www.heritageaustralia.com.au/search.php?state=NSW&region=97&view=500
7 “Raymond Terrace 1801-2008”, Raymond Terrace and District Historical Society Inc.,
accessed 13th June 2014, http://www.sketchleycottage.org.au/
8 Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (20 th
September 1951), p. 5.
9 Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (2 nd January
1941), p. 4.
10 Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (2 nd January
1941), p. 4.
11 “Raymond Terrace 1801-2008”, Raymond Terrace and District Historical Society Inc.,
accessed 13th June 2014, http://www.sketchleycottage.org.au/
12 “Raymond Terrace”, Historical Towns Directory, Australian Heritage Website, accessed
13th June 2014,
6
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By the early 20th century the main form of economic industry had shifted to dairying,
as a large butter factory opened to the north of Raymond Terrace in approximately
1903.13 The ship building industry began to steadily decline following the
establishment and extension of formal roadways and the growing availability of
motor vehicles. Nelsons Plains does not encompass a town centre, rather using
Raymond Terrace as its main town connection. The area as a whole has functioned
as agricultural farming land since the 19th century. In 2011, the population of
Nelsons Plains was listed as 324.

“Raymond Terrace- Culture and History”, Sydney Morning Herald (20th November 2088),
accessed 13th June 2014, http://www.smh.com.au/travel/travel-factsheet/raymond-terrace-culture-and-history-20081120-6cch.html
13
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ORIGINAL GRANT

The study site forms part of an original grant given to the Church and Lands
Corporation and the Trustees in approximately 1829.14 The greater area of the study
site totalled 2562 acres. Whether parts of the land were initially being reserved for a
school, church or cemetery during this early period is not known. In July 1833, the
Trustees of Clergy and School Lands sold the entirety of the land to John Wighton
for £1281 (Figure 2.1).15 The land had been advertised for sale in the Government
Gazette in November 1832 as three separate allotments: Lot 1 containing 820
acres, Lot 2 containing 649 acres and Lot 3 containing 844 acres.16 Wighton was
the only individual to put forward interest in the properties therefore the land was
sold in whole to him. It also appears that approximately another 250 acres were
added to this purchase to total 2562 acres.
Born in Scotland in approximately 1820, John Wighton arrived in Australia on the
11th October 1831 per Sterling Castle and as a free settler.17 Limited information
exists regarding John Wighton, although several newspaper articles list him as a
District Magistrate.18 It does not appear that Wighton married or had any children
during his lifetime, having died at the age of 25 or 26.19 Following his death in 1836,
advertisements were placed in newspapers for the auction of all of Wighton’s
livestock and personal effects.20 The advertisement also continued to offer “any
portion or part of the Estates at Bandon, or Wighton Hall, to the 31st December 1837
for cultivation or otherwise”.21 Based on this description, it appears that John
Wighton may not have had a formalised will at the time of his death, as no records
have been found pertaining to an executer of a will or next of kin.

2.3

SUBSEQUENT OWNERS AN D OCCUP ANTS

Land title documents indicate that the total 2562 acres of land was sold to
Kenneth Snodgrass on the 22nd July 1839.22 ‘J.P. Oldfield and others’ are
listed as the vendors on the land title, however a newspaper article detailing
the history of Nelsons Plains extends the names of the vendors to include
“Georgiana (possibly Georgina) Wighton of Glasgow, spinster”.23 No records
could be located to identify whether a relationship existed between John
Wighton and Georgiana Wighton. It is possible that Georgiana may have been

14

Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (2 nd January
1941), p. 4.
15 Land Title Book H Number 328.
16 Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (2 nd January
1941), p. 4.
17 NSW Australia- Assisted Immigrant Passenger Lists 1828-1896, obtained through
Ancestry, accessed 16th June 2014,
18 The Australian (6th December 1838), p. 3.
19 NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages (Registration Number V183660 103/1836; V18361102
102/1836). It should be noted that two John Wighton’s are listed as having died in 1836; one
at the age of 25 and one at the age of 26. No evidence has been obtained regarding
Wighton’s exact date of birth.
20 The Colonist (11th August 1836), p. 4.
21 The Colonist (11th August 1836), p. 4.
22 Land Title Book R Number 293.
23 Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (2nd January
1941), p. 4.
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a sibling of John and the property had in fact reverted back to her and others
following his death.
Colonel Kenneth Snodgrass arrived in Sydney with his wife and five children in
1828 following his appointment as Major Brigade in Sydney. 24 Having been a
soldier in the English army, Kenneth was discharged from active duty following
a head injury sustained while serving in the battle of Orthes in 1814.25
Snodgrass appears to have had several incidents with notable Government
officials while serving in Australia which caused him to become quite
unpopular. These incidents may have caused his retirement from military life,
having sold his commission in 1839 and retiring to his estate Eagleton, near
Raymond Terrace.26 Land Title documents indicate that Snodgrass purchased
John Wighton’s 2562 acres in July of the same year, which may have been a
result of trying to expand his investments following his recent retirement. No
evidence exists to suggest that Eagleton was situated on any part of
Wighton’s 2562 acres; Snodgrass having on sold the land only seven months
after purchasing it. Newspaper obituaries note that Kenneth Snodgrass died at
his Eagleton residence on the 14th October 1853, which further deviates the
property from the greater study site area.
Kenneth Snodgrass sold all 2562 acres to John Eales (Senior) in March
1840.27 Born in Devonshire, England in 1799 to John and Elizabeth Eales
(nee Leaman), John Eales (Senior) was brought up in a farming family.28 By
the age of 22, he decided to immigrate to Australia with the hopes of
ascertaining land of his own free choosing. John Senior arrived in Hobart
Town as a free settler on the 19th August 1823, and was subsequently granted
2000 acres of land and six assigned convicts to help cultivate and tend to the
land.29
The 2000 acre grant was situated on the west bank of the Hunter River,
opposite the study site. John Senior named the estate Duckenfield Park and
by 1831 was yielding an annual return of approximately 10,000 bushels of
wheat.30 Berry Park house was completed and occupied by John Senior
during his lifetime, while the Duckenfield Park ‘mansion’ was completed and
extended by his son John Junior. John Senior’s enterprise rapidly expanded,
having purchased more land in other parts of New South Wales and
established grazing runs. He also established a boiling down works at Berry
Park, a small coal mining enterprise and was one of the main individuals
involved in the formation of the Hunter River Steam Navigation Co. in 1839.31
“Snodgrass, Kenneth”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, accessed 16 th June 2014,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/snodgrass-kenneth-2675
25 “Snodgrass, Kenneth”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, accessed 16 th June 2014,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/snodgrass-kenneth-2675
26 “Snodgrass, Kenneth”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, accessed 16 th June 2014,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/snodgrass-kenneth-2675
27 Land Title Book U Number 990.
28 “Eales, John”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, accessed 16th June 2014,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/eales-john-2014
29 “Eales, John”, Colonial Secretary Index 1788-1825, State Records of New South Wales
(Reel 6011; 4/3509 p. 379).
30 “Eales, John”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, accessed 16 th June 2014,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/eales-john-2014
31 “Eales, John”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, accessed 16 th June 2014,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/eales-john-2014
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His interests further expanded to include horse breeding. His entrepreneurial
skills appear to have been a combination of both business knowledge and
pure interest.
John Senior married Jane Eleanor Gresley Lavers in 1828.32 Together they
had five children: Eliza (1829-1830), Jane (1830-1831), John (here called Jnr,
1831-1894), Walter (1832-1844) and William (1836-1882).33 By the time John
Senior had purchased the greater study site area in 1840, he had already
established nearby Duckenfield Park and no evidence exists to suggest that
the study site was ever occupied by John Senior or any of his immediate
family. It appears that the land forming the majority of Nelsons Plains was
leased out to a number of farmers during the second half of the 19th century.
Several newspaper articles dating to the mid-19th century contain
advertisements detailing annual rent collection for farms at Nelsons Plains to
be paid to John Eales Senior.34 Detailed information regarding specific tenants
leasing the study site could not be found among the historical records
available.
John Senior died at his property Berry Park in 1871. At the time of his death,
the greater study site area passed to John Senior’s two surviving children,
John (Junior) and William Eales.35 William died in 1882 leaving John Junior as
the sole owner of the property.36 John Junior appears to have maintained the
same purpose of the land, continuing to lease various portions of land to
farmers. John Junior followed in his father’s footsteps, inheriting the farming
and grazing prospects of John Senior and entering into his own business
prospects. John Junior married Anna Maria Gain at the Duckenfield Park
house in 1861.37 Together they had seven children: John Gresley (18611911), Walter James Leslie (1863-1913), Alfred Ernest (1865-1930), Orlando
(1868-1874), Frederick (1870-1943), Arthur Wellington (1875-1925) and an
unnamed child who died at birth.38
At the time of John Junior’s death in 1894, the greater study site area passed
to John’s surviving sons: John Gresley, Walter James Leslie, Alfred Ernest,
Frederick and Arthur William.39 The Eales brothers decided to subdivide the
original 2560 acres and sell small farm portions known as the Nelsons Plains
subdivision. The current study site forms part of Lot/Farm 19 from the 1903
subdivision (Figure 2.4).
Robert McKenzie purchased Farm 19 from the Eales Brothers subdivision on
the 22nd July 1904.40 Farm 19 contained approximately 62 acres two roods
and contained a public road running east-west and leading to a government
wharf known as the Nelsons Plains wharf. The area containing the public road
32

NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages Index (Registration Number V18284245 3B/1828).
NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages Index (Registration Number V18311305 22/1831;
V18321306 22/1832; V18361307 22/1836). Note that birth or death registration numbers for
Eliza and Jane Eales could not be located.
34 The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (10th October 1857), p. 7.
35 NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages (Registration Number 5543/1871).
36 NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages (Registration Number 1717/1882).
37 NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages (Registration Number 2100/1861).
38 NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages (Registration Number 12871/1862; 12983/1863;
14507/1865; 3953/1868; 16275/1870; 18702/1875).
39 Land Title Book 766 Number 179.
40 Land Title Book 766 Number 179.
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and wharf forms crown land and was excluded from the land purchased by
McKenzie. The land title document specifically notes that “excluded from the
area is the road fifty links wide to the wharf site and the wharf site in all an
area of one acre, twenty five and a half perches”.41 Also mentioned is that
Farm 19 was adjacent to a Church site and school lands of two acres.42 The
area designated as Nelsons Plains Public School is known from a 1925 Parish
map (Figure 2.5), while the church site is positioned adjacent to the
designated school land on the northern side (Figure 2.4).
Limited information could be found regarding Robert McKenzie and his family.
A newspaper article discussing the sale of the Duckenfield subdivision in 1903
mentions that “it was pleasing to note that the whole of the farms were
purchased by the tenants in occupation”, which suggests that McKenzie may
have already been leasing the land from the Eales brothers well before
subdivision occurred.43 Another article also notes McKenzie’s name on a list of
new magistrates for Nelsons Plains in May 1913, although by August 1913
McKenzie was advertising the sale of Farm 19, having purchased land in
Inverell to relocate with his wife and daughter.44 The farm was subdivided into
two allotments for sale, utilising the roadway leading to the public wharf as the
dividing point.45 Lot 1 contains approximately 40 acres and Lot 2 contains
approximately 23 acres, this forms the current layout of the wider study site
area.
Lot 1 (current Lot 19 DP1133767)
Brothers James and Michael Considine purchased Lot 1 of Robert McKenzie’s
subdivision on the 1st November 1913 for £2332, 6 shillings, 10 pence. At the time of
the sale the following description was given to the property:
“Lot 1- Homestead block, containing 40 acres (more or less), all extremely rich
agricultural land, on which is erected a comfortable homestead of eight rooms, two
fine large hay sheds, cow bails, dairy, buggy shed, grain shed, and all other
necessary outbuildings, the whole making one of the most comfortable and up to
date homes on the Hunter River”.46

James (born 1873) and Michael (born 1875) were born in Raymond Terrace to
Patrick and Catherine Considine.47 Both noted as farmers, it is likely that they
purchased the site to expand their agricultural pursuits. James married Alice Notley
in Newcastle in 1906 and they had one daughter, Eurise Mary (1925-1979).48
Michael did not marry and it is assumed that he lived at the homestead with James
and his family until his death in January 1939.49 In July 1939 James sold the
41

Land Title Book 766 Number 179.
Land Title Book 766 Number 179.
43 The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (14th December 1903), p. 2.
44 Raymond Terrace and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (3rd October 1913), p.
3.
45 Dungog Chronicle: Durham and Gloucester Advertiser (6th May 1913), p. 2; Raymond
Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (29th August 1913), p. 2.
46 Raymond Terrace and
47 “James F Considine”, Ancestry, accessed 18th June 2014,
http://trees.ancestry.com.au/tree/62236899/person/48083763831
48 “James F Considine”, Ancestry, accessed 18th June 2014,
http://trees.ancestry.com.au/tree/62236899/person/48083763831
49 NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages (Registration Number 6195/1939).
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property to James Ronald Walker and Allan Douglas Walker, farmers, for £2830.50
Allan Walker died suddenly in 1943, leaving James Walker as the sole owner of the
property. James Walker remained at the property until his death in 1972.51 The
children of James Walker sold the property to Barry James Corbett and Annette
Maree Corbett in February 1987.52
Lot 2 (current Lot 1 DP742876)
At the time of Robert McKenzie’s sale and subdivision, Lot 2 was described as:
“Containing 24 acres (more or less), adjoining the above (i.e.- Lot 1), only roadway
in between, consisting of absolutely the best land in the district, with road two sides,
and adjoining Government Wharf”.53 No evidence could be found as to who
purchased Lot 2. The earliest land title information regarding the sale of the
allotment dates to April 1981, between Robert and Virginia Robinson and Kenneth
Roy Mitchell for a sum of $65,000.54

50

Land Title Book 1851 Number 863.
NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages (Registration Number 52854/1972).
52 Land Title Book 3691 Number 620.
53 Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (16th August
1918), p. 3.
54 Land Title Book 3466 Number 283.
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Table 2.1 - Title
Date
6th July
1833

Title Information
Conveyance
From: Trustees of Clergy and School Lands

Reference
Book H No. 328

To: John Wighton
2562 acres
22nd July
1839

Release
From: W. Celdfield and others

Book R No. 293

To: Kenneth Snodgrass and others
12th and
13th March
1840

Lease and Release
From: Kenneth Snodgrass and others

Book U No. 990

To: John Eales (Senior)
2562 acres
24th July
1895
22nd July
1904

Probate of Will of said John Eales (Junior)

Book 766 No. 179

Conveyance
From: John Gresley Eales, Walter James Leslie Eales,
Alfred Ernest Eales, Frederick Eales and Arthur
Wellington Eales

Bk 766 No 179

To: Robert McKenzie
Lot/Farm 19: 62 acres 2 roods
£2687 pounds 10 shillings
23rd July
1904

Mortgage
Between Robert McKenzie (first part) and John Gresley
Eales, Walter James Leslie Eales, Alfred Ernest Eales,
Frederick Eales and Arthur Wellington Eales (second
part)

Bk 766 No 180

7th August
1913

Mortgage
Between Robert McKenzie (first part) and Reginald
Charles Allen and Arthur Wigram Allen (second part)

Bk 1013 No. 925

Lot 1/DP742876
Date
1st
November
1913

Title Information
Conveyance
From: Robert McKenzie formerly of Nelsons Plains,
Farmer

Reference
Bk 1013 No. 925

To: James Considine and Michael Considine of
Nelsons Plains, Farmers
Lot 1- 40 acres 2 roods 10 perches, part of Lot/Farm 19
in Messrs Eales Bros. subdivision
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£2332, 6 shillings, 10 pence
Coal hold reserve retained by John Gresley Eales,
Walter James Leslie Eales, Alfred Ernest Eales,
Frederick Eales and Arthur Wellington Eales on the said
parcel of land
31st July
1939

Conveyance
From: James Considine of Largs, Retired Farmer

Bk 1851 No 863

To: James Ronald Walker and Allan Douglas Walker
both of Nelsons Plains, Farmers
40 acres 2 roods 10 perches- part of Lot/Farm 19 in
Messrs Eales Bros. and part of John Wighton’s 2562
acres
£2830
15th March
1943

10th
February
1987

Deed of Acknowledgement
Will of Allan Douglas Walker
Lot 1/DP742876- James Ronald Walker as sole owner
of the property
Conveyance
From: Robert Douglas Walker of East Maitland, Clerk,
Fay Adele Beavis of Morpeth, Married woman and
Annette Maree Corbett of Nelsons Plains, Married
woman (1st part)- Executors of the will of James Ronald
Walker; Dorothy May Walker of Nelsons Plains,
Widow

Bk 1927 No 694

Bk 3691 No 620

To: Barry James Corbett of Nelsons Plains, Farmer
and Annette Maree Corbett, wife
40 acres 2 roods 10 perches- part of Lot/Farm 19 in
Messrs Eales Bros. and part of John Wighton’s 2562
acres

Lot 19/ DP1133767
Date
1913
sale

Title Information
Conveyance
From: Robert McKenzie formerly of Nelsons Plains,
Farmer

Reference

To: Unknown
Lot 2- 23 acres 3 roods 30 perches, part of Lot/Farm
19 in Messrs Eales Bros. and part of John Wighton’s
2562 acres
29th
April
1981

Conveyance
From: Robert William Robinson of Nelsons
Plains, University Professor and Virginia Lee
Robinson, wife

Bk 3466 No
283
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To: Kenneth Roy Mitchell of Cooks Hill,
Psychologist
23 acres 3 roods 30 perches- part of Lot/Farm 19 in
Messrs Eales Bros. and part of John Wighton’s 2562
acres

$65,000
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DEVELOPMENT

Limited documentary evidence exists regarding the occupation and development of
the study site. The site forms part of an original 2562 acres sold to John Wighton in
1833 (Figure 2.1). While it is possible that Wighton may have begun to cultivate
sections of land, he died only three years after purchasing Nelsons Plains therefore
limiting development by Wighton personally. At the same time, the sheer size of the
land grant renders it highly unlikely that direct early occupation or development
occurred to the study site.
Documentary research indicates that the Nelsons Plains property was leased out in
various sized portions to local farmers while under the ownership of the Eales family
for more than 60 years. No evidence could be found as to ascertain the tenants of
the study site or if any structures were present on any part of the site. Based on its
position adjacent to the Hunter River, it is probable that the greater study area was
solely being used for cultivation purposes during the 19th century.
The portion of crown land, adjacent to both allotments (Lot 19/DP1133767 and Lot
1/DP742876) includes Nelsons Plains wharf, of which was constructed at the turn of
the 20th century (Figure 2.4). A newspaper article dating to August 1899 details that
a budget of £750 has been allocated by the government for the construction of a
wharf. It further details that: “expenditure will not be proceeded with until such time
as the land required for the wharf and approach shall have been dedicated to the
Government free of conditions”.55 By December 1900, tenders were being taken for
the construction of the wharf, which indicates that John Gresley Eales must have
sold or signed over the land for the wharf and public road to the Government
sometime between August 1899 and December 1900.56 In March 1901, John S.
Gaen won the tender for construction for a sum of £840 and it is assumed that
construction began shortly following the appointment.57 A land title document dated
to 1904 notes that the whole of the wharf site encompasses an area of 1 acre and
25 ½ perches of land.58 The publicly accessible road (now Nobles Road) was likely
constructed concurrently with the government wharf. A 1925 parish map shows the
location of the wharf (Figure 2.5), which is located at the end of the public road.
At some point during the 19th century a two acre portion of land fronting the main
road to Raymond Terrace and Seaham Road (Seaham Road) was sold by John
Eales to the Public Instruction Department for the establishment of a public school
(Figure 2.4 and Figure 2.5). References to Nelsons Plains Public School are made
in newspaper articles as early as the 1870s and a Church site had also been next to
the school site.59 However this area does not form part of the study site.
The first known reference to buildings and structures on the greater part of the study
site (Lot 1/742876) dates to 1913, during the sale of the property by Robert
McKenzie.60 The newspaper article notes that an eight roomed house, hay sheds,

55

Maitland Daily Mercury (15th August 1899), p. 4.
56 Maitland Daily Mercury (21st December 1900), p. 2.
57 Maitland Daily Mercury (4th March 1901), p. 3.
58 Land Title Book 766 Number 179.
59 Newcastle Morning Herald and Miner’s Advocate (28th February 1878), p. 2; Land Title
Book 766 Number 179.
60 Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (29th August
1913), p. 2.
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cow bails, dairy, buggy shed, grain shed and outbuildings are present on Lot 1.61
The exact construction date of the dwelling house is unknown, however it is
presumed to have been constructed at least during McKenzie’s occupation of the
area, which is from at least 1904 if not earlier. No maps, plans or photographs have
been found to identify the location of any structures in relation to the current study
site or their development over time. No historical evidence has been found to
illustrate the development of Lot 2 (current Lot 19/DP1133767) during the 19th and
20th centuries apart from modern housing constructions fronting the Hunter River.

61

Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser (29th August
1913), p. 2.
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Figure 2.1 Parish map, showing the original size of John Wighton’s 2562 acres
(green) and the approximate current study site area (red).
Parish map dates to c1925. NSW Land and Property Information,
Historical Land Records Viewer (accessed 13th June 2014).
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Plan showing the study site and relevant land to be purchased by the
Crown for road access to Nelsons Plains wharf.
Hunter River Wharf (November 1899, reference number 23324).
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A 1901 plan showing the
location of the proposed
wharf (red) and roadway
(green) in relation to existing
structures on the property
owned by Robert McKenzie.
Note that the proposed
roadway is now known as
Nobles Road.
Hunter River Wharf (January
1901, reference number
24879)
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Figure 2.4
A 1903
subdivision plan of
Duckenfield Estate,
showing Farm 19 (green)
and the current study
site (red).
National Library of
Australia (Map
folder 14, LFSP
2309)
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Part of a c1925 Parish map, detailing the designated school and
Church land and the Government wharf.
Farm 19 outlined in green, school and Church land outlined in yellow, public road
and wharf area highlighted by orange arrow, approximate study site area outlined
in red.
Parish map dates to c1925. NSW Land and Property Information, Historical Land
Records Viewer (accessed 13th June 2014).
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Current aerial photograph of the greater study site area, showing the
current site area (red).
The approximate location of the wharf is indicated by the yellow arrow.
NSW Land and Property Information, Six Maps (accessed 12th June 2014).
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SITE INSPECTION

John Carr of John Carr Heritage Design, inspected the study site on the 18th June
2014. The study site is located at the corner of Nobles Road, on the eastern bank of
the Hunter River. The study area contains remnants of a wooden wharf, which is
known from historical plans to have been in the form of a ‘T’ shape and has severely
deteriorated over time. The cross part of the ‘T’ shape is no longer visible. The wharf
is situated significantly lower than the current ground level of the riverbank, which
has likely been built up over time to prevent flooding during high tides. The position
of the wharf is at the end of the section of Nobles road, running east-west in
alignment, to which it is assumed that the road and wharf were constructed
concurrently for use.
The surrounding areas of the wharf extend to include residential homes on two
individual farms. An early 20th century thin concrete silo and corrigated iron barn are
positioned closest to the wharf, with a weatherboard house further north. No other
structures or buildings were visible within the strip of land currently forming the study
site along the riverbank.

Figure 3.1

The site location at Nelsons Plains, with surrounding structure features
identified.
Carr, Google Maps (2014)
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Figure 3.3
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Nobles Road, facing towards the Hunter River. Facing west.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8679)

Photograph showing remnants of wharf, covered by bamboo. Facing
northwest.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8646)
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Figure 3.4

Photograph showing barn and silo, situated east of the wharf area and
current improvement works. Facing north.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8644)

Figure 3.5

Photograph showing the excavation depth for current improvements to
the north of the wharf area. Facing southeast.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8655)
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Photograph showing excavation works further north of the wharf, in the
vicinity of the current house and old pig shed. Facing east.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8657)

Figure 3.7

Extent of completion of works at the time of site inspection, to the slight
north of the wharf location. Facing north.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8651)
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HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

3.2.1 The exi sting w harf
Little remains of the existing wharf other than a few piles and some deteriorated
timber beams, most of which are covered by river silt and vegetation on the
riverbank. The remnant timbers show extensive deterioration and the bulk of the
original wharf has either been demolished or swept away during major river flooding.
The depth of the silt covering the remaining timbers indicates the wharf has not
been used for several decades.
The road approach was graded at 1 in 20 and lined with stone edging, none of
which was found on site. The only stone found was from the front (riverside) of the
wharf supporting the heavy wharf beams where they landed on the riverbank. The
stone is of similar proportions as drawn.

Figure 3.8

The wharf sheathed pile.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8636)
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Figure 3.9

A surviving bolt.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8643)

Figure 3.10

A surviving anchor strap and sheathing on the pile.
NSW Public Works (2nd July 2014, digital photo 8)
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Figure 3.11

The cleared remains of the wharf.
NSW Public Works (2nd July 2014, digital number 2)

Figure 3.12

Detail from the plan of the wharf.
NSW Public Works (Plan 24879)
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The longitudinal section showing the gravel road.
NSW Public Works (Plan 24879)

Archaeological Management & Consulting Group
August 2014

Heritage Assessment – 30-31 Nobles Road, Nelsons Plains

Figure 3.14

A single recovered sandstone block.
Carr (14th August 2014, digital 8846).

Figure 3.15

The sandstone was under dimensioned stone size.
Carr (14th August 2014, digital 8849)
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3.2.2 The Silo
The silo structure is thin walled concrete with concrete hatches to all openings. The
age of the structure is unknown, but due to the quality of the workmanship on the
finished product, it is assumed this structure was pre-cast, possibly in a factory then
brought to site and erected on a concrete slab. Alternatively, the formwork used for
the structure may have been an industry patent used by companies specialising in
silo construction. The silo shows some signs of concrete cancer normally linked with
thin reinforced concrete structures on the inner walls, but no deterioration due to the
use of fly ash in the concrete mix. This surviving style of silo may be relatively rare.
Other early reinforced concrete silos found on Ash Island near Hexham were
constructed on-site using corrugated iron tanks as formwork.

Figure 3.16

The silo from near the wharf. Facing north.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8647)
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Figure 3.17

Interior of the silo looking up.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8648)

Figure 3.18

The silo and barn from the excavated bank. Facing southeast.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8655)
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The silo and barn from Nobles Road. Facing northwest.
Carr (18th June 2014, digital 8671)
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENT WORKS

The current development seeks to carry out repairs to particular sections of
riverbank which have been damaged and experiencing erosion problems since
floods in June 2011. NSW Public Works, under the direction of OEH, are
undertaking restoration works in several areas around the Hunter, Paterson and
Williams Rivers in two stages. The study site forms part of Stage 2 works.
Restoration works at the site are expected to extend to a length of approximately
370m along the present bank of the river.
Restorations works at the site as identified by NSW Public Works will include:
-

62

Excavation/ shaping of eroded river bank where necessary to an even
profile, including using clean imported fill on the mid-upper slope
Covering of the affected bank and fill surface with geotextile
Placement of rock revetment over geotextile; and
Placement of reinforced grass on the upper slope fill surface.62

NSW Public Works (November 2013), p. 1.
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Illustration showing concept of bank restoration works to the study site.
NSW Public Works (November 2013)
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STATEMENT OF ARCHAEO LOGICAL POTENTI AL

Limited documentary evidence could be found regarding developments made to the
study site. The fact that the study site formed part of a sale of 2562 acres renders it
highly unlikely that the study site specifically contained any early structures
pertaining to agricultural cultivation of the land during the first half of the 19th
century.
It is possible that the greater area of the study site, farm 19, may have been
occupied and in use by Robert McKenzie as early as the late 19th century, however
no evidence has been located to identify the construction of any structures during
this period. While documentary evidence identifies the presence of a domestic
residence, barns, sheds and outbuildings by 1913, the extent of the site at this point
in time exceeds 60 acres, which considerably lowers the archaeological potential for
any structures or features directly on the study site to essentially nil potential.
The study site’s position directly along the riverbank would also have likely hindered
early constructions as flood prevention and control methods such as levee banks,
drains and flood gates in their primitive form were most likely either non-existent or
not as effective as modern control structures. It is also possible that the area and
location of the wharf and public roadway may have been selected due to the fact
that this particular area was vacant and did not contain any dwellings or structures
relating to occupation of Farm 19 by Robert McKenzie at the time of wharf
construction.

3.5

RECORDING

The remnants of the wharf were recorded on 13th and 14th of August 2014, by Martin
Carney and Kevin Hickson. John Carr of Heritage Design further inspected the
works on the 14th August 2014. Records, notes and a scale plan (Figure 3.38 and
Figure 3.39) of the surviving wharf structure were made and archival photographs
were taken with and without scale, in terms of the Heritage Division guidelines.63
Historical plans indicate that the original wharf was in the form of a ‘T’’ shape. The
main part of the wharf; the top of the ‘T’’ no longer exists. The small section of wharf
still attached to the river’s edge was originally comprised of a base plate and seven
bearers. Six bearers remained (Figure 3.39 and Figure 3.21 and Figure 3.23). These
were bolted (B1-3 on Figure 3.37) to the base plate on the river edge (Figure 3.32).
Three of these bolts were still in place, however the base plate (No. 9 on Figure
3.37) and one bearer (No. 5 on Figure 3.37, although the bolt B1 for it was intact)
were absent. Base plate no. 9, a negative interface only remaining in ghost form,
appears to have disintegrated within the natural silty loam in which it lay, and the
bearer subsequently washed or rotted away (Figure 3.37).
Of the remaining six bearers, two have survived in a condition where accurate
measurements could be obtained. Measurements were taken based on the visibly
exposed section of each beam. Bearer no. 3 was originally 14 1/8th inches
(35.88cm - Figure 3.29), and bearer no. 2, 12 inches (30.48cm - Figure 3.28). Only
the upper face of both bearers were measureable.

63

A 2 metre scale was used during archival photography.
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Several original decking boards spanned across at least bearer no. 2 and 3, whilst a
later repair spanned bearer no. 3 and 4 (Figure 3.29). Where quantifiable the boards
measured approximately 70cm x 10cm.
In the river itself remained remnants of three original piers (A-C) possibly sheathed
in galvanised copper or iron sheets. Although a complete inspection of the metal
sheeting was not possible based on its position, it is more likely iron based on cost
of materials at the time the wharf was constructed. At the same time, the nails and
green tinge of the surviving metal also indicates that some elements may have been
copper. Piers were inspected and recorded from the riverbank. These measured in
the original scale approximately 16 inches in diameter, however could not be
physically approached. None of the piers were related to, or affixed to the bearers,
and it must be inferred from the historical plans (Figure 3.37) that a base plate
between the bearers and piers are absent (see Figure 3.25, Figure 3.27 and Figure
3.31).
Beyond the limit of the alignment of base plate no. 9, evidence for metalling survived
on the eastern side (see Figure 3.37 for approximate location). On the northern side
a single stone block, running parallel with negative interface no. 9, was discovered
and dislodged in attempting to lift the wharf remnant timbers (Figure 3.35). The
sandstone block was not dressed, measuring 37 x 11x 12 inches, and is inferred as
a lower course of the original curbing surrounding the wharf (Figure 3.36).
At some time prior to the current works and whilst the wharf was in use, a rubble
stone embankment was installed below the wharf, and for some metres either side it
had been constructed to stabilise the embankment, as the current works are doing.
Several bolts and spikes were retained or recorded from the wharf (see Appendix
7.2). The provenance of some is known and recorded as below. The timbers from
the wharf were set aside away from the water’s edge and outside of the current
works zone.

Archaeological Management & Consulting Group
August 2014

Heritage Assessment – 30-31 Nobles Road, Nelsons Plains

Figure 3.21

Extent of wharf remains at the riverbank, after the removal of
surrounding bamboo vegetation. Facing southwest.
AMAC Group (13th August 2014, digital 9816)

Figure 3.22

During excavation works to the north of the wharf remains. Facing
north.
AMAC Group (13th August 2014, digital 9818)
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Figure 3.23

Figure 3.24
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Photograph showing external stabilisation of the silo during
improvement works. Facing northeast.
AMAC Group (13th August 2014, digital 9822)

Top view showing remains of wharf.
AMAC Group (13th August 2014, digital 9826)
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Figure 3.25

Profile shot showing remains of wharf. Facing south.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9834)

Figure 3.26

Detail photograph showing Pier C. Facing south.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9839)
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Figure 3.27

Detail showing Bearers 1-4 and Pier C. Facing west.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9853)

Figure 3.28

Detail showing Bearer no. 2. Facing west.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9850)
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Figure 3.29

Detail showing Bearer 3 and 4, with Pier B in background. Facing west.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9851)

Figure 3.30

Profile shot, showing Pier C at front. Facing southwest.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9860)
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Figure 3.31

Figure 3.32
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Profile shot of southern edge of wharf, showing timber bearer 6 in
section. Facing southwest.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9862)

Bolts B1-B3 (bolt B1 in foreground). Facing north.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9872)
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Figure 3.33

Detail photograph showing bolt B2.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9874)

Figure 3.34

Profile shot showing bolt B2.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9876)
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Figure 3.35

During removal of wharf. Facing northwest.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9884)

Figure 3.36

Sandstone block dislodged during removal of wharf. Facing north.
AMAC Group (14th August 2014, digital 9891)
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Figure 3.37 Original
plan for wharf, showing
the structural features
identified during
recording.
Strickland using plan
from NSW Public Works
Department (plan
24879)
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Figure 3.38 Digitised
plan showing remains
of wharf structure.
Drawn by Hickson
and digitised by
Strickland (2014)
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Figure 3.39
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Overall site plan showing the metal bolts at the eastern end of the wharf structure.
Plan drawn by Hickson and digitised by Strickland (2014).
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A SSESSMENT O F H ERITAGE V ALUE
AND S IGNIFICANCE
ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE V ALUE

The former wharf and silo at 30-31 Nobles Road, Nelsons Plains has been
assessed for its heritage significance as requested by NSW Public Works. The
assessment is based on criteria developed by the NSW Office of Environment &
Heritage using the following values:





4.2

Historical significance
Aesthetic significance
Research/technical significance
Social significance

INTEGRITY AND GRADING OF SIGNIFICANCE

The integrity of the physical and documentary evidence must be such to enable a
sound analysis of the significance of the place. Loss of integrity or condition may
diminish significance. Different components of a place may make a different relative
contribution to its heritage value.
Grading
(Significance)
Exceptional

High

Moderate

Little

Intrusive

Justification

Status

Rare or outstanding element
directly contributing to an item’s
local and State significance
High degree of original fabric.
Demonstrates a key element of
the item’s significance. Alterations
do not detract from significance
Altered or modified elements.
Elements with little heritage value,
but which contribute to the overall
significance of the item
Alterations detract from the
significance. Difficult to interpret

Fulfils criteria for local
and State listing

Damaging to the item’s heritage
significance

Fulfils criteria for local
and State listing

Fulfils criteria for local
and State listing

Does not fulfil criteria
for local or State
listing
Does not fulfil criteria
for local or State
listing

The assessment of significance also requires that the level of significance be
determined:
1. National significance (significant to the people of Australia)
2. State significance (significant to the people of NSW)
3. Local significance (significant within the local government area)
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The following analysis of significance uses the criteria identified within the Heritage
Act 1977.
4.2.1 Identification of Si gnificance
Criterion (a) Historic: An item is important in the course, or pattern, of the
local area’s cultural or natural history (Local Significance)
The wharf is associated with this site from between 1901 until the 1950s when it
may have been damaged or removed following the devastating floods in 1955.
Assessment - The wharf is of limited historical importance to the Nelsons Plains and
Raymond Terrace communities as it has been substantially removed. The remains
have been out of sight for a number of decades, buried under silt and vegetation.
(Little local significance).
Criterion (b) Association of Life or Works: An item has strong or special
association with the life or works of a person or group of persons, of
importance in the cultural or natural history of the local area (Local
Significance)
This wharf holds association with the Public Works who designed the structure.
Historical research has revealed that the site was purchased from the Eales family,
a well-known and established Maitland based family. The purchase was by the
Government in order to install a road facilitating access to the planned public wharf.
Assessment - The wharf does not satisfy this criteria as the link to the Eales family is
incidental. The Public Works Department was in charge of wharf design for all rivers
and ports in NSW. This link is incidental as the structure no longer exists.
Criterion (c) Aesthetic Characteristics: An item is important in demonstrating
aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical
achievement in the local area (Local Significance)
The wharf cannot demonstrate the style characteristics or creative or technical
achievement of its design other than the surviving drawings. The wharf is physically
difficult to interpret. The silo does have an aesthetic appeal and demonstrates a high
degree of creative and technical achievement in its construction.
Assessment - The wharf does not satisfy this criteria. The silo does satisfy this
criteria for technical achievement (High local significance).
Criterion (d) Cultural, Social or Spiritual: An item has strong or special
association with a particular community or cultural group in the area for
social, cultural or spiritual reasons (Local Significance)
The wharf was associated with the transport of crops and people along the Hunter
River for over 50 years. The remains of the wharf are physically difficult to interpret.
The silo relates to the surrounding farmland community and is easily interpreted.
Assessment - The wharf does not satisfy this criteria. The silo does satisfy this
criteria for its association with the farming community (High local significance).
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Criterion (e) Understanding: An item has the potential to yield information that
will contribute to an understanding of the area’s cultural or natural history
(Local Significance)
The wharf was constructed on piles above the waterline of the river. Refer to Section
3.0 of this report for detailed information.
Assessment - The Wharf does satisfy this criteria and has been assessed elsewhere
in this report (Section 3.0). The silo is not expected to yield any further information
that is not already known. The silo does not satisfy this criteria.
Criterion (f): Endangered Item: An item possesses uncommon, rare or
endangered aspects of the area’s cultural or natural history (Local
Significance)
The construction of the wharf is not rare and is well documented. The standard of
the Public Works documentation for the construction of the wharf provides an
excellent source of technical evidence of standard wharf construction by the
government. The silo is unusual in its construction and degree of excellence in using
thin walled reinforced concrete shell structures.
Assessment - The Wharf does not satisfy this criteria. The silo does satisfy this
criteria as its style of construction is believed to be rare (High local significance).
Criterion (g) Demonstrating Principal Characteristics: An item is important in
demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of the area’s cultural or
natural places, or, cultural or natural environments (Local Significance)
The limited remains of the wharf do not satisfy this criteria. The unusual
characteristics of the silo similarly do not satisfy this criteria.
Assessment - Neither the wharf nor the silo satisfy this criteria.

4.3

STATEMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The remaining fragmentary wharf structure at 30-31 Nobles Rd, Nelsons Plains has
been assessed as not being of cultural significance to the Port Stephens Council or
Nelsons Plains. The wharf remains have been extensively buried under river silt for
decades with nearly all detail removed. The physical condition of the remaining
fabric and the standardisation of its design do not warrant its individual listing as an
item of heritage significance on the Council's Local Environmental Plan. The silo has
been assessed as being of High Local heritage significance due to its high degree of
technical achievement in thin concrete shell technology, as well as its rarity of
construction in the Hunter region.
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AND R ECOMMENDATIONS

RESULTS

5.1.1 Documentary Research
The study site forms part of a grant of 2562 acres which was given to the Church
and Lands Corporation and the Trustees in approximately 1829. By 1833 the land
was sold to John Wighton, whom had intended to cultivate and develop the land
for agricultural purposes, although died suddenly in 1836. Kenneth Snodgrass
purchased the entire portion of land, and subsequently sold the property to John
Eales Senior, a prominent Maitland local, who already owned 2000 acres on the
opposite side of the Hunter River and known as Duckenfield Park. Between 18991900, the grandchildren of John Eales Senior sold the portion of land now forming
Nobles Road and the wharf embankment area to the Public Works Department.
Construction of the wharf had commenced by 1901 and completed by 1904.
5.1.2 Significance
The remaining fragmentary wharf structure at 30-31 Nobles Rd, Nelsons Plains
has been assessed as not being of cultural significance to the Port Stephens
Council or Nelsons Plains. The wharf remains have been extensively buried under
river silt for decades with nearly all detail removed. The physical condition of the
remaining fabric and the standardisation of its design do not warrant its individual
listing as an item of heritage significance on the Council's Local Environmental
Plan. The silo has been assessed as being of High Local heritage significance due
to its high degree of technical achievement in thin concrete shell technology, as
well as its rarity of construction in the Hunter region.
5.1.3 Physi cal E vidence
Martin Carney and Kevin Hickson, of AMAC Group, and John Carr of John Carr
Heritage Design recorded the remains of the wharf on the 14th August 2014. A
scale plan and archival photographs were taken of the structure prior to its removal
under the supervision of Carney to ensure that any unknown archaeological
material in association with the use of the wharf was exposed. No archaeological
material was identified during monitoring.
Historical plans indicate that the timber wharf originally formed a ‘T’ shape,
although the stem is the only remaining feature of the wharf. The remnants of three
timber piers, initially supporting the top of the ‘T’ form, remain in the river. Of the
wharf structure seven timber bearers, three piers, some decking and bolts visibly
remain. A rubble stone embankment was installed at some point below the wharf,
having been constructed to stabilise the embankment. No archaeological material
of significance or considered a relic was identified.

5.2

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that this report be submitted to the Heritage Division, along with
any archival photographs. It is further recommended that this report be submitted to
Raymond Terrace Local Library as a matter of public information.
The c1900 derelict Government wharf remnants are of low heritage significance and
have been recorded and removed under archaeological supervision, which is a
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positive heritage outcome. The adjoining silo has been retained. The wharf and silo
have no definable archaeological significance and the removed wharf is not a relic
but considered to be a work under current Heritage Division guidance, which was
recorded prior to its removal.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTE R

Digital
Trench
Site Inspection
8635
8636
8637
8638
8639
8640
8641
8642
8643
8644
8645
8646
8647
8648
8649
8650
8651
8652
8653
8654
8655
8656
8657
8658
8659
8660
-

Description

Facing

Date

Initials

Remnants of wharf
Detail of sheathed pier and timber beam
Detail showing sheathed pier
Showing extent of remains among bamboo plant
Detail showing stones packed against river bank
Close up detail of timber beam
Close up detail of timber sheathed pier
Close up detail of timber sheathed pier with metal bolt
Close up detail of metal bolt through timber beam
Silo and barn to the north of the wharf
Metal track railing near wharf remnants
Extent of wharf remains and bamboo growth
Detail shot of silo and barn
Detail showing internal roof of silo
Detail showing internal floor of silo
Detail of stratigraphy visible from a posthole
Showing completed improvement works to date
Showing wider study area
Detail of corrugated iron barn
Close up shot of trademark from corrugated iron
Showing stratigraphic profile following improvement works
Showing stratigraphic profile following improvement works
Showing stratigraphic profile following improvement works
Old pig shed
Old pig shed
Fencing around old pig shed

NW
NW
NW
W
NW
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N
W
NW
N
N/A
N/A
N/A
N
SE
NE
N/A
SE
NE
E
S
SW
W

18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14

J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
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Old pig shed
8662
Detail of old pig shed
8663
Old pig shed
8664
Interior of old pig shed
8665
Surrounding properties
8666
Barn converted to garage
8667
Barn converted to garage
8668
Interior of converted barn
8669
Showing internal roof of converted barn
8670
Surrounding farm properties
8671
Surrounding farm properties
8672
Surrounding farm properties
8673
Surrounding farm properties
8674
Surrounding farm properties
8675
Surrounding farm properties
8676
Surrounding farm properties
8677
Surrounding farm properties
8678
Surrounding farm properties
8679
Nobles Road
8680
Surrounding farm properties from Nobles Road
8681
Showing Surrounding farm properties and works in background
Wharf Inspection by NSW Public Works from the Hunter River
Wharf.1
Wharf remnants
Wharf.2
Wharf remnants
Wharf 3
Close up of timber beams
Wharf.4Showing wharf remnants within stratigraphic profile
Wharf.7
Wharf.8
Close up detail of sheathed pier and timber beams
Wharf.9
Cross section view of wharf remains
Wharf.10
Showing collapsed wharf and previous riverbank works
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NW
N
NE
N/A
S
SE
SE
N/A
N/A
SW
NW
N
S
NE
NE
SW
SW
E
W
SW
SW

18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14
18.6.14

J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C
J.C

NE
NE
E
E

2.7.14
2.7.14
2.7.14
2.7.14

NSWPW
NSWPW
NSWPW
NSWPW

E
N
E

2.7.14
2.7.14
2.7.14

NSWPW
NSWPW
NSWPW

Archaeological Management & Consulting Group
August 2014

Heritage Assessment – 30-31 Nobles Road, Nelsons Plains

67

Wharf.11
Wharf.12Wharf.13
Wharf.14
Wharf.15
Recording
9815
9816-9817
9818-21
9822-24
9825-26
9827-31
9832-34
9835-39
9840

-

Showing profile shot of timber beam fragment and sheathed pier
Showing timber beam within stratigraphic profiled

S
SE

2.7.14
2.7.14

NSWPW
NSWPW

-

General shot- blocked by boat
Overall shot showing wharf remains from the Hunter River

SE
NE

2.7.14
2.7.14

NSWPW
NSWPW

-

S
SW
Var
NE
W
Var
S
S
SE

13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14

M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C

9841-42
9843-45
9846-48
9849
9850
9851-52
9853-54
9855-56
9857
9858
9859
9860
9861-62
9863-65

-

Showing wharf area following the removal of surrounding vegetation
Showing wharf remains in situ
General photographs showing the general works area
Stabilisation of the silo during excavation works
Showing wharf remnants following clearance of vegetation
General photographs showing surrounding buildings
Showing wharf in profile and extent of current works
Detail shot showing pier 1 (P1) with pier 2 (P2) in background
Showing timber beams in profile and piled rocks from earlier infrastructure
works
Showing stratigraphic profile of the area north of the wharf
General site shots
Detail shot showing pier 1 (P1) with pier 2 (P2) in background
Showing excavation work completed to top level of wharf remains
Final showing timber bearer 2
Final showing timber bearer 3
Detail showing decking (D2-D5)
Detail showing decking (D1-D5)
Pier C detail
Pier A detail
Showing extent of current works
Final showing wharf remains
Detail showing timber bearer 6 and 7, and Pier A
Showing excavated areas surrounding wharf

SE
Var
S
S
W
W
W
N
N/A
N/A
NE
SW
SW
NW

13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14

M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
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9867
9868-69

-

9870
9871
9872
9873-75
9876-78
9879
9880-82
9883-87
9888
9889-90
9891
9892-94
9895-99
9900-04

-
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General showing opposite bank of the Hunter River
Detail showing Pier B and timber bearer 4
Showing surviving timber bearers 2-4 (from back to front) and Pier B and C (in
background)
Detail of Pier A
Detail showing bolt 2
Showing bolt 1-3
Detail of bolt 2
Profile shot of Bolt 2
Detail showing decking D2-D5
Showing wharf in relation to improvement works
During removal of wharf remnants
Detail of timber bearer
Detail of metal bolts
Sandstone block removed from wharf area
During removal of timber bearer 3
Detail of timber bearer 3
Following removal of timber bearers. Note that photo 9902 shows some
metalling on ground surface

W
NW
NW

13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14

M.C
M.C
M.C

N/A
N/A
N
N/A
N/A
W
S
NW
N/A
N/A
N/A
NW
N/A
Var

13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14
13.8.14

M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
M.C
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ARTEFACT PHOTOGRAPHS

Figure 7.1
Corroded metal bolts found within wharf structural remains. The bent
bolt is the only insitu artefact, which was found in decking board 2.
AMAC Group (3rd September 2014, digital 9815)

Figure 7.2

Sample of the metalling found on the ground at the eastern side of the
wharf remains.
AMAC Group (3rd September 2014, digital 9819).

Archaeological Management & Consulting Group
August 2014

Heritage Assessment – 30-31 Nobles Road, Nelsons Plains

Figure 7.3

Figure 7.4
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One of three remaining corroded metal bolts sampled from the site
during the removal of the wharf.
AMAC Group (3rd September 2014, digital 9829).

Detail photograph of large metal bolt.
AMAC Group (3rd September 2014, digital 9835).
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