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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This document reports the further, sub-surface study of former Town Allotments 62, 63, 64 
and 65, fronting Bolton and Newcomen Streets, Newcastle, NSW.  The study was 
commissioned by Bolton Developments Pty Ltd (Bolton) and was undertaken by Umwelt 
(Australia) Pty Limited (Umwelt) within the terms of an Excavation Permit under s140, 
Heritage Act 1977. 
 
In association with an application for development consent to Newcastle City Council, a 
preliminary study was prepared by Umwelt.  Upon the basis of this preliminary study, the 
grant of development consent by Newcastle City Council was made conditional upon: 
 

3.8 [In respect of] the Gorrick and Eldon Chambers buildings…preparation of…a comprehensive 
photographic record prepared in accordance with the Guidelines of the Department of Urban 
Affairs and Planning/Heritage Council of NSW…’. 

 
With respect to this condition, the recording of Eldon Chambers was subsequently made 
unnecessary in the light of the decision by Bolton not to modify the historical structure of the 
building.  Otherwise, satisfaction of the requirements of condition 3.8, as applicable to the 
Gorrick Building, was undertaken by Umwelt prior to the commencement of demolition.  
The archaeological examination of sample sub-floor areas was undertaken concurrent with 
monitoring of the demolition process. 
 
A surface survey and assessment was also undertaken by Umwelt.  In its assessment report, 
Umwelt1 recommended that: 
 

1. In general in connection with the re-development, the attention of the company has been, 
and that of all contractors will be, directed to the provisions of the NSW Heritage Act 
1977 and in particular to: 

 
(i) the definition of relic under that Act; 
(ii) the provisions of sections 24-34, 35A-55B, 130, 136-7, 139 and 140 of that Act; 
(iii) the requirement for grant of an Excavation Permit under s. 140 of the Act, if a site is 

not the subject of an order;  
(iv) the basic requirements that if: 
 

 a relic is suspected, or there are reasonable grounds to suspect a relic in ground, 
that is likely to be disturbed damaged or destroyed by excavation; 

 any relic is discovered in the course of excavation that will be disturbed, 
damaged or destroyed by further excavation;  

 
the company must notify the Heritage Office of New South Wales and suspend 
work that might have the effect of disturbing, damaging or destroying such 
relic until the requirements of Heritage Office have been satisfied. 

 
2. Having regard to the implications of Recommendation 1 above, that an Excavation 

Permit be obtained from the NSW Heritage Office prior to the commencement of re-
development work on the study area. 

 
3. In the planning of the project, the company should provide time and resources for the 

completion of any heritage recording, investigation and study recommended below. 
 
4. In the context that the surface/sub-surface of large parts of the study area have almost 

certainly been compromised by previous building activity, it is considered that 
monitoring of driving or drilling for piers would be unwarranted.  In the event that any 

                                                      
1  Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited 2002.  Study and assessment of the historical archaeology of former town allotments 

62, 63, 64 and 65 fronting Bolton and Newcomen Streets, Newcastle. 
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bulk excavation is undertaken on the study area, however, the process should be 
monitored and reported by an archaeologist within the framework of the Heritage Act. 

 
5. In relation to re-development projected within the former Town Allotment 64, the 

following sequential steps should be taken: 
 

(i) particularly within the precincts of the Gorrick Building and Eldon Chambers, 
buildings, fixtures and fittings should be archivally recorded by an archaeologist, by 
photography, plan, elevation and section, with particular attention to the 
identification of modifications to the form and/or fabric of the original structures; 

 
(ii) re-development works should be monitored by an archaeologist, who should: 

 
(a) in respect of any sub-surface structural evidence that may be exposed, locate 

the material evidence on the study area by survey, archivally record the material 
in situ by photography, plan, elevation and section, and interpret the resource;  

(b) in respect of any artefact(s) exposed in the excavation process, secure, clean, 
catalogue and interpret the material and lodge the artefact(s) in a suitable 
repository. 

 
6. The archaeologist should prepare a detailed report of the whole of the process of 

archaeological monitoring, recording, investigation and interpretation.  Copies of this 
report should be provided to the NSW Heritage Office, Newcastle City Council and the 
Local History section of Newcastle Public Library. 

 
7. Subject to compliance with the recommendations above, there appears no reason to 

otherwise restrict, vary or postpone the proposed re-development on archaeological 
and/or heritage grounds. 

 
A copy of the full text of Umwelt (1998) is attached to this report as Appendix 1. 
 
In terms of the above, an application was made to the NSW Heritage Office for the issue of 
an Excavation Permit pursuant to s140, Heritage Act 1977.  Excavation permit #2002/s140/5 
was granted by the Heritage Office of NSW and is copied as Appendix 2.  The further 
investigation of the study area in terms of the Study and Excavation Permit was completed 
during the period January−April 2003.  These elements of research and investigation are 
collectively referred to herein as ‘the study’. 
 
 

1.1 ORIENTATION OF THE STUDY AREA 
 
The study area was nominally located over the greater part of the former Allotments 62, 63, 
64 and 65, in the original layout of the town of Newcastle2.  The allotments had frontages to 
Bolton and Newcomen Streets in the Newcastle CBD.  Other relevant information about the 
location of the study area is shown in Table 1.1. 
 

Table 1.1 - Location Data 
 

Topographic Map Sheet 9232-2-S Newcastle 

Grid reference/range (centre) 386075.635590 

Allotments  62, 63, 64 & 65, Town/City Newcastle 

Parish Newcastle  

County Northumberland 

Local Government Area Newcastle City 

                                                      
2  Dangar, 1824.  Map of the Town of Newcastle 
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The regional location of the study area is shown on Figure 1.1. 
 
In fact, because of the gross disturbance of the majority of the study area by previous 
excavations for construction, attention in the course of the study was eventually concentrated 
in the eastern centre and the north-eastern corner of the study area, as indicated on 
Figure 1.2, which defines the original form of the study area and the areas of particular 
attention.  Figure 1.2 is based on Figure 1.2 in Appendix 1 and details the location of all the 
known structural developments within the study area.  The numerical references to buildings 
are shown in Table 1.2. 
 

Table 1.2 - Detail of Evolution of Buildings on the Study Area  
(refer to Figure 1.2) 

 

IDENTIFIER SURVEY ALLOTT PARTICULARS OF BUILDING 

1 65 Frontage building shown, probably the Sailor’s Home Inn. 

2 65 Second building shown, probably stable/outhouse of the 
Sailor’s Home Inn. 

3 

White 1854 

62 Original Building shown. 

4 65 Addition to original building now identified as ‘Watson’s 
Sailor’s Home’. 

5 65 Apparent addition to original second building on the 
allotment. 

6 65 
Large building, probably built as annexe to Watson’s Sailors 
Home.  Identified on Department of Lands 1897 as 
‘Dancing Saloon’ and Rees 1922 as ‘Sailmaker’s W’shop.’ 

7 64 Large building shown as occupied by Dr Bowker, 
subsequently 3 or 4 residential units. 

8 64 Large western outbuilding, either a shed or privy. 
9 64 Large eastern outbuilding, probably a privy. 

10 64 Small eastern outbuilding, probably a privy, possibly 
detached urinal. 

11 64 The two units of the Toohey/Bowker/tenants/Bull & Co 
building. 

12 64 The office and residence of Gorrick, solicitor. 

13 62 
Three-storey boarding house. Identified Department of 
Lands 1897 as ‘Central Coffee Palace’ and Rees 1922 as 
‘Doctor’s Flats’. 

14 62 Large, two-storey outbuilding, probably kitchen and staff 
quarters for boarding house. 

15 62 Smaller western outbuilding, probably a two-unit shed (and 
yard [animals?]). 

16 62-63 Encroaching outbuilding seemingly related to #16, possibly 
shed/stable. 

17 62-63 Encroaching major building, probably residence, apparently 
addressing Hunter Street. 

18 

Mahlstedt & 
Gee 1886 

 

63 

Two-unit building of ‘J O’Grady, Store’.  The rear unit was 
probably a residence.  The building appears to occupy the 
whole of the north-western lot shown as excised, Surveyor 
General 1873. 
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Table 1.2 - Detail of Evolution of Buildings on the Study Area  
(refer to Figure 1.2) (cont) 

 
IDENTIFIER SURVEY ALLOTT PARTICULARS OF BUILDING 

19  63 
Two-unit building identified as stables.  This was probably 
the site of the ‘Old Fire Brigade Station’, Gray & Milton 
1884. 

20 65 Outbuilding for the (now) ‘Sailors Rest’ inn. 

21 65 
Three small buildings, almost certainly privies serving the 
Sailors Rest inn, the (now) Dancing Saloon and the 
outbuilding north of the latter. 

22 64 Extension built to the outbuilding dating from pre-1886, 
probably a privy. 

23 62 

Long, wide building occupying virtually the whole of the 
south-western sector of Allotment, abutting Building 14 and 
replacing Buildings 15 and 16 (part), possibly indicating 
separate use of south-western sector of Allotment. 

24 62 

Detached outbuilding forming part of an L-shaped complex 
of three (with Buildings 25 & 26), abutting the new large 
Building 27 in the north-western sector of Allotment – 
possibly part of privy block for Permanent Building Society 
offices and/or occupier of Building 27. 

25 62 

Outbuilding apparently semi-detached from Building 24 
(see note above), also abutting new large Building 27 – 
possibly part of privy block for Permanent Building Society 
offices and/or occupier of Building 27. 

26 62 Outbuilding apparently semi-detached from Building 25 
(see note above), indicated as ‘Urinal’. 

27 62 
Large outbuilding, replacing Building 17 (part), possibly 
indicating separate use of north-western sector of Allotment, 
while the additional … 

28 63 

… L-shaped building indicated as ‘Stable’, suggesting the 
use of (the southern sector of [see below]) Allotment by a 
business with substantial reliance on horse-drawn transport, 
probably goods. 

29 63 Apparently a large, fenced yard as an adjunct to the stable, 
Building 28. 

30 63 
Large, almost-certainly-commercial, building replacing the 
stables Building 19 and probably the business focus for the 
stable, Building 28 and yard, Building 29. 

31 

Department of 
Lands, 1897 

63 

Extension to existing Building 18, composite structure now 
indicated as ‘Masonic Hall’.  The extension was apparently 
of two-storeys and probably implies that Building 18 had 
either been replaced or that a second storey had been added 
to it [see below]. 

32 64 

Two-storey ‘Eldon Chambers’ with verandah and single 
storey semi-detached scullery/wet area at rear (west), 
replacing Building 11 (Toohey/Bowker/tenants/Bull & Co 
building). 

33 

SL George 
Rees, 1922 

64 Extensions to the western elevation of Building 12, infilling 
the stepped returns. 
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Table 1.2 - Detail of Evolution of Buildings on the Study Area  
(refer to Figure 1.2) (cont) 

 
IDENTIFIER SURVEY ALLOTT PARTICULARS OF BUILDING 

34 62/63 
Apparently a connection between buildings 23 & 27, both 
now indicated as ‘Sample Room’, suggesting the 
complementary use of these buildings. 

35 63 

Large outbuilding occupying virtually the whole rear sector 
of Allotment, indicated as ‘Pateys Warehouse’, with 
apparent connection to Building 38 (extension/consolidation 
of former Buildings 18 & 31) [see below]. 

36 63 Small outbuilding behind Building 37, 
extension/consolidation of Building 30) [see below]. 

37 63 

Extension to Building 30 and consolidation for use as 
‘Patey’s Building – Offices and Stores’.  The splay corner to 
the north-east of the building is consistent with the use of 
the much-reduced yard space by heavy (four-wheeled) 
horse-drawn goods vehicles. 

38 

SL George 
Rees, 1922 

63 
Single-storey extension to the consolidated two-storey 
Buildings 18 & 31 and further consolidation for use as 
‘Offices’, possibly also for the Patey’s business. 

 
 

1.2 OBJECTIVES OF FURTHER INVESTIGATION 
 
The objectives of the study were conditioned by history of structural development and 
occupational function of the study area, which was extremely complex.  Complexity arose 
essentially from the study area’s incorporation of four of the original town allotments, and 
the different temporal developments of each.  Furthermore, the approach to structural 
development and land use was clearly more relaxed than is understood today.  Study area 
history emerges in complexity from Table 1.2 above and was examined in detail in Section 3 
of Appendix 1.  In brief: 
 
• Allotment 62 was probably granted to A Priest and by 1854 carried a building across the 

whole frontage.  The relevant part of the allotment was subsequently re-developed to 
accommodate a boarding house building, later the Central Coffee Palace, and the office 
of the Newcastle Permanent Investment and Building Society, as well as a series of 
outbuildings.  All buildings were demolished post-1922 (see Appendix 1, Section 3.1.1). 

 
• Allotment 64 was granted to John Pike before 1823 but had not been improved before 

1854.  It may be that the first improvements were made between that time and about 
1860.  By 1884, the allotment was occupied by the residence and office of J Gorrick, 
solicitor, on the northern elevation, and on the southern elevation by the offices and store 
of J T and J Toohey, brewers.  The Gorrick Building was modified in the mid-20th 
Century and adapted as an Office by the Newcastle Herald.  Dr Bowker built a 
substantial surgery/residence behind the Toohey building by 1886 and shortly thereafter 
an additional storey was added to the Toohey building.  The Toohey Building, later 
occupied by Bull & Co, was demolished in 1906 and Eldon Chambers was erected above 
its footprint.  Outbuildings for the various developments on the allotments had been 
progressively added (see Appendix 1 Section 3.1.2). 

 
• Allotment 63 was granted to Edward Owen before 1823 and remained unimproved until 

after 1854.  By 1873, the allotment had been subdivided into a north-western lot and the 
residual 75%, the latter having been reserved for police purposes.  Shortly after 1873, 
Newcastle’s first fire station was built on this residue, but the fire station had been 
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vacated by the Fire Brigade by 1884.  Between 1884 and 1886, J O’Grady built a store 
on the smaller lot and the residue was occupied only by two stables (perhaps the old fire 
station building).  By 1897, O’Grady’s store had been replaced by Newcastle’s first 
Masonic Hall and the stables had been replaced by a large building set back from the 
Newcomen Street frontage.  In 1922, the Masonic Hall had been replaced by or 
converted into a two-storey office block and all former buildings on the residual lot had 
been replaced by a large store called Patey’s Building and the large Patey’s warehouse 
across the eastern elevation of the allotment.  All buildings were demolished after 1922 
and the location has almost certainly been compromised by the machinery beds of the 
Newcastle Herald Printery (see Appendix 1 Section 3.2.1). 

 
• Allotment 65 was granted to E G Cory prior to 1823.  By 1854, two buildings had been 

erected which survived intact until the early 20th Century.  The larger building was 
almost certainly the Sailor’s Home Inn, subsequently known as Watson’s Seamen’s 
Home and the Mariner’s Rest.  By 1884, the smaller of the original buildings had been 
enlarged and was described as the Central Hall, while a new building was occupied by 
Fry & Feltham’s business.  By 1886, the Central Hall was occupied by E Hudson.  
Otherwise, the allotment carried outhouses, probably privies.  At the turn of the 20th 
Century, the Central Hall had become a Dancing Saloon and between that time and 
1922, all buildings had been demolished other than the former Central Hall/Dancing 
Saloon, identified as a Sailmaker’s Workshop, possibly also the headquarters of a 
crimping3 gang.  The remaining building was demolished after 1922 and the material 
evidence on the allotment had probably been compromised by construction of the 
Newcastle Herald Printery (see Appendix 1 Section 3.2.2). 

 
It was accepted that: 
 
• the residual material evidence would have been modified across the study area by the 

construction of the Newcastle Herald Printery and by Eldon Chambers (which possessed 
a large cellar);   

 
• the degree of damage might vary across the site dependent on the nature of the 

excavation for the plant room(s) and facilities of the Newcastle Herald Printery;  
 
• it was possible that in areas apart from the plant room(s)/facilities of the Newcastle 

Herald Printery and the basement of the Eldon Building that material evidence had 
survived; and 

 
• fixed material evidence and artefacts might have the potential to provide significant 

insights into the varying uses and occupation of the allotments, from the time when 
Newcastle was struggling to establish itself as the primary business and transport centre 
of the Hunter area, thereafter consolidating its commercial and mixed 
commercial/residential operations and finally in its mid - to late 20th Century evolution 
as a major regional city. 

 
The development projected by Bolton (‘the project’) involves: 
 
• the demolition and removal of the whole of the Gorrick Building, which had been 

already modified for use as the photographic and sports departments of the Newcastle 
Herald, and had been further modified in the repair of damage caused in the Newcastle 
earthquake; 

 

                                                      
3 To procure (sailors or soldiers) by trickery or coercion. 
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• the demolition and removal of the whole of the former Newcastle Herald Printery 
building, including the removal of sub-ground-level concrete machinery beds and 
basement floors; 

 
• the demolition and removal of the residual walls of a convenience block and wet area at 

ground floor rear, the first-floor back verandah and a more recent elevated office annexe 
of Eldon Chambers and the closure of window portals on the northern elevation of that 
building; 

 
• the disturbance of the surface across the whole of the study area for the purposes of site 

levelling, excavations for basements, footings and services; and 
 
• the construction of a new building incorporating Eldon Chambers as a discrete but 

subjoined entity and otherwise across the study area providing lower level commercial 
premises and high-rise residential accommodation. 

 
These elements of the project are referred to jointly in this report as ‘the project works’. 
 
Within this framework, the primary objectives of the sub-surface study were to: 
 
• create an archival photographic record of the Gorrick Building, which project was 

outside the scope of an Excavation Permit and was related to the requirements of 
Newcastle City Council in response to Bolton’s Development Application; 

 
• determine and archivally record the nature and location of any residual sub-surface 

material evidence of the study area; 
  
• confirm the degree to which previous building activity had modified the archaeological 

record of the study area; and 
 
• derive and interpret the meaning and implications of any such residual material evidence 

as may have been exposed in the excavation process. 
 
 

1.3 BROAD METHODOLOGY 
 
The dominant components of the methodology for resolving the objectives of the study were 
that: 
 
• the structure of the Gorrick Building would be archivally recorded by photography 

according to standard criteria of the NSW Heritage Office and the sub-floor archaeology 
of the building would be appropriately studied; and  

 
• the bulk excavation of project works would be undertaken under continual monitoring by 

an archaeologist who would: 
 

− during the excavation continually observe the disturbed surface and the removed 
spoil for material evidence and for evidence of occupation and use of the respective 
allotments; 

− where warranted, investigate exposed areas in detail by manual excavation using 
hand tools, trowels and/or spade; 

− where warranted, sieve excavation spoil through a 5 mm screen; 
− record material evidence by appropriate text forms, survey plans, elevations and 

photography; 
− provide a report of the excavation, the archaeological methodology and process and 

the results of the excavation within the terms of the Permit; and 
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− where relevant, make recommendations for the further investigation and/or for the 
future management of the site and/or salvaged material evidence. 

 
 

1.4 PERSONNEL 
 
The photographic recording, monitoring and sub-floor excavation of the Gorrick Building 
was undertaken by Sue Singleton and Leila McAdam, both Archaeologists, Umwelt. 
 
Monitoring of bulk excavation, sub-surface survey and archival recording of the study area 
was undertaken by Paul Rheinberger, Senior Archaeologist, Umwelt and Sue Singleton. 
 
Paul Rheinberger and Sue Singleton prepared this report, incorporating artefact analyses 
prepared by them and in parts by Leila McAdam and Terry Moore, Archaeologists. 
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The archaeologists acknowledge the interest and support provided throughout the 
archaeological study by Bolton Developments, its officers and contractors. 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY IN OPERATION 
 

2.1 PRE-DEMOLITION METHODOLOGY:  THE GORRICK BUILDING 
 
A site consultation was undertaken with representatives Stronach Pty Ltd (on behalf of 
Bolton) and EJE Architecture.  In the course of this consultation, the Gorrick Building was 
inspected to assess areas of archaeological potential in the form of artefact deposit.  The 
form and identification of spaces within the Gorrick Building is shown on Figure 2.1.  On 
the ground floor, with the exception of the two rear rooms, identified as Rooms 5 and 6 on 
Figure 2.1, the floor was of concrete:  the original timber had been replaced with a 
suspended concrete slab in the two street-front rooms and the two living rooms immediately 
west of them.  The ceiling to the first floor had been replaced in the relatively recent past 
(probably post-Newcastle earthquake) and the upper level sub-floor was not anticipated to 
contain any significant deposit.  The roof structure had also been substantially modified 
post-earthquake. 
 
In the course of this conference and inspection, the photographic recording was planned.  In 
the first instance, photographs in 35 mm monochrome and colour print and colour 
transparency were exposed recording the residual structure of the Gorrick Building.  The 
sequence and orientation of these photographs were recorded in the field on photograph 
catalogue and photograph plan sheets.  Attempted photography of the roof structure was 
unsuccessful because full access to the roof cavity was not available.  After the (modern) 
corrugated iron roof cladding had been removed the roof structure was further inspected and 
recorded. 
 
Based on the preliminary conference/inspection and evaluation of archaeological potential, 
the demolition crew was asked to remove floorboards to allow the investigation of the sub-
floor spaces in: 
 
• Rooms 5 and 6, throughout (see Figure 2.2, lower detail); and 
 
• areas on the upper level identified as potential sites of artefact accumulation:  under 

windows and around fireplaces (targeted as common workplace areas because of light 
and/or warmth).  These openings were designed to test the assessment that the upper 
level sub-floors were likely to be sterile.  Fireplaces that had been sealed were also 
opened for investigation.  These openings are identified in the upper detail on 
Figure 2.2. 

 
After the appropriate openings were made, the sub-floor spaces of Rooms 5 and 6 were 
divided into discrete recording spaces based on the floor joists, which ran north-south at 
≈450 mm centres.  Joists were ≈250 x 55 mm in section.  Room 5 was accordingly divided 
into seven regular Sections, with an irregular Section 5.8 incorporating the fireplace.  
Room 6 was divided into six regular Sections, again with an irregular Section 6.7 
incorporating the fireplace and a regularly shaped Section 6.8 that was substantially taken up 
by a concrete hearth extension (see Figure 2.3).  In Rooms 5 and 6, the exposed sub-floor 
surface, and underlying sub-surface to apparent historic ground, was excavated using hand 
tools.  Where appropriate, bulk spoil was sieved through a 5 mm screen. 
 
Artefacts recovered were identified, recorded on artefact origin indexes and bagged by 
section.  Artefacts were then salvaged for later management:  cleaning, identification, 
measuring, cataloguing and analysis/interpretation.  At the conclusion of these processes, 
artefacts were reserved in archive boxes. 
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2.2 MONITORING/EXCAVATING/RECORDING:  BULK EXCAVATION 
 
The monitoring component of the project followed the methodology recommended in the 
assessment and research design.  Sequentially in the bulk excavation of project works on the 
study area: 
 
• monitoring, and from time to time direction, of the operation of earthmoving equipment, 
 
• prediction to operators of the possible location of material evidence; 
 
• interpretation of material evidence and indication to operators of the likely nature, 

direction and depth of presently unexposed material evidence; 
 
• manual excavation of areas deemed sensitive by trowel and spade; 
 
• recovery, field identification and description, bagging and field cataloguing of moveable 

material evidence; 
 
• measurement, location and preparation of field drawings of material evidence of 

structural development; and  
 
• post-excavation management of artefacts (cleaning, cataloguing, analysis and 

interpretation and securing for future reference) and records, all leading to the 
preparation of an appropriate report. 

 
In the application of this methodology in the fieldwork process, the work of project 
excavation contractors was monitored and plant operators were specifically directed in the 
excavation of bulk spoil in and about the footings of the Gorrick Building.  The footings at 
and below dampcourse level were recorded and the area enclosed by footings was initially 
excavated by the archaeologists using hand tools.  By the time bulk excavation commenced, 
the area underlying Rooms 5 and 6 had been excavated.  The areas underlying Rooms 7, 8, 9 
and 10 had all been substantially disturbed, presumably at the time of construction of 
suspended concrete flooring.  The effect of this disturbance had been to destroy substantially 
all the spatial and stratigraphic integrity of the deposit, save for two significant examples that 
had been buried deep in the sandy underlay (see below).  In the result, no attempt was made 
to record in detail the provenance of artefacts other than the deeply buried examples referred 
to above.   
 
Similarly, the ground (and its artefacts) above and below the south-western retaining wing 
wall had apparently been substantially disturbed a long time prior to the commencement of 
the project works. 
 
In only one other area of the study area was any residual material evidence exposed, that 
being in the north-eastern sector, subsequently referred to as ‘the Privy Precinct’.  In this 
area, also, plant operators were directed in the removal of bulk spoil and the balance of the 
exposure of the site was completed by the archaeologists using manual tools.  The artefact 
recovery at this site reflected severe disturbance by a demolition process, so that spatial and 
stratigraphic integrity were never really anticipated. 
 
Bulk excavation at the area at the rear of Eldon Chambers exposed a concentrated artefact 
deposit about which there appeared to be complete integrity.  The general area at the rear of 
Eldon Chambers had otherwise been so heavily and frequently redeveloped that no 
credibility could be placed on the spatial and stratigraphic integrity of any artefact return.  In 
fact, no artefacts were exposed other than in the deposit mentioned above. 
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In the result, the Gorrick Building and Privy Precinct were treated as discrete but broad and 
undifferentiated artefact scatters, and the deposit from the rear of the Eldon Building was 
spatially contained within a standard one-metre quadrant.  The nature of the deposit 
suggested a single deposition event, so that stratigraphic differentiation became less relevant. 
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3.0 RESULTS 
 

3.1 THE GORRICK BUILDING, PRE-DEMOLITION 
 

3.1.1 Photographic Archival Record:  the Gorrick Building 
 
Following the criteria established by the NSW Heritage Council4, photographs in 
monochrome print and colour transparency form were taken of representative views of the 
Gorrick Building, inside and out and both ground and first floors as well as roof cavity.  
These photographic records are catalogued respective at Appendices 3A and 4A.  Individual 
views are orientated by reference to photographic plans, which are respectively attached as 
Appendices 3B and 4B.  Copies of the monochrome prints and the relevant negative strips, 
together with the transparencies, are attached in preservation sheets. 
 
For ease of reference and subsequent reproduction, a series of 44 digital exposures was 
recorded.  These prints have been saved to a compact disc, which is attached as Appendix 5. 
 

3.1.2 Salvaging/Sampling Sub Floor Deposits:  Gorrick Building 
 
The following sections report and analyse the artefact assemblage recovered from the 
Gorrick Building. 
 
No artefacts were found in the sub-floor space of the upper level of the building (i.e:  
between the upper level floor and the lower level ceiling).  Only 20 artefacts were recovered 
from the upper level, all of which were found in the fireplace in Room 4. 
 
The bulk of salvaged artefacts originated from the sub-floor of Rooms 5 and 6.  Of the total 
of 1270 objects recovered, a total of 1250 objects came from this source.  Of these, 534 
artefacts were located under Room 5 and 716 artefacts under Room 6.  The inventory of 
artefacts is presented in table form in Appendix 6.  
 
The highest frequency of material classifications was steel, followed by glass.  Tables 3.1 
and 3.2 respectively summarise the typology of these classifications. 
 

Table 3.1 - Typology of Ferrous Artefacts 
 

Types Frequency 
Nail 371 
Unidentified steel fragment 26 
Bottle top 14 
Pin 13 
Safety pin 11 
Steel screw 7 
Razor blade 5 
Bobby pin 4 
Needle 4 
Bracket 3 
Clasp 3 
Button 2 
Paper clip 2 
Saddle for bolt 2 

                                                      
4  NSW Heritage Office, 1996.  NSW Heritage Manual  Guidelines for Photographic Recording 
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Table 3.1 - Typology of Ferrous Artefacts (cont) 
 

Types Frequency 
Sewing machine needle 2 
Staple 2 
Building – support for pipe 2 
Button/token 1 
Lid of tin 1 
Needle threader 1 
Nib 1 
Paint tin 1 
Pot handle 1 
Steel pipe 1 
Steel spring 1 
Tack 1 
Washer 1 
Total 483 

 
 

Table 3.2 - Typology of Glass Artefacts 
 

Category of glass  Frequency 
Bottle 207 
Window 63 
Unidentified 23 
Tableware 22 
Miscellaneous 13 
Total 328 

 
 

3.2 UPPER LEVEL 
 
No accumulated deposit was present in the sub-floor area on the upper level.  A new ceiling 
had been installed in the lower level resulting in the loss of any previously deposited 
sediments.  Openings had been made in the floor of the upper level at pre-determined 
locations, selected for their proximity to either window light or fireplace.  The locations of 
these openings are shown on Figure 2.2.  With the exception of Room 4, no artefacts were 
recovered. 
 

3.2.1 Room 4 
 
Room 4 was located in the north-eastern corner of the building, fronting Bolton Street (see 
Figure 2.1).  Areas surveyed included inside the fireplace/lower chimney and, where 
floorboards had been removed across the room in front of the fireplace and underneath 
windows (see Figure 2.2).  No artefacts were found underneath the floorboards.  The 
fireplace contained a considerable amount of demolition rubble, however, a total of 20 
artefacts were recovered.  The artefacts recovered from the fireplace are summarised in 
Table 3.3.  A catalogue of all artefacts recorded from Room 4 is contained in Appendix 6. 
 



Report of Monitoring Bulk Excavation:  Results 
22 Bolton Street, Newcastle 

 

 Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited 
1644/R02/V2 March 2006 3.3 

Table 3.3 - Types of Artefacts, Room 4 
 

Typology Frequency 
Newspaper 9 
Matchbox and matches 8 
Nails - building 2 
Paint tin 1 

 
 
The artefacts included:  nine copies of The Sun (a Newcastle newspaper); one Federal 
matchbox containing seven matches; two wire nails and one paint tin (in good condition).  
The newspapers were found rolled in a bundle and dated January 21, 1961.  Headlines on the 
newspapers were concerned with the nomination of J F Kennedy as the new American 
President.  The placement of the newspapers in the fireplace indicates that the fireplace was 
at least open, if not in use, at that time, but also suggests that it was sealed shortly 
afterwards.  An interesting feature of Room 4 was the inscription ‘IV’ carved into the timber 
hearth surround.  Roman numerals were routinely carved into timber components of 
framework that was prepared elsewhere so they could be matched up with relative 
components during the construction phase. 
 
 

3.3 LOWER LEVEL 
 
As mentioned in the previous section, with the exception of Rooms 5 and 6 (Figure 2.1), the 
floor of the lower level of the building comprised suspended concrete.  However, the 
fireplaces in the front room had been boarded up and contained deposits of ash and debris 
that had fallen from inside the chimney.  No artefacts were found in these fireplaces.  Rooms 
5 and 6 were the only rooms on the lower level with then-present access to sub-floor/sub-
surface deposits. 
 

3.3.1 Room 5 
 
Room 5 was located at the rear of the building, on the south-eastern corner of the ground 
floor (see Figures 2.1 and 2.2).  The original floor boards and joists had been replaced with 
pine.  A summary of the artefact types recovered from Room 5 is listed in Table 3.4. 
 

Table 3.4 - Types of Artefacts, Room 5 
 

Types Frequency 
Building materials 191 
Bottles (glass & ceramic) 103 
Animal (bones & teeth) 77 
Tableware  54 
Clothing & Accessories (e.g. beads, brooches, badges) 33 
Shells 22 
Household (e.g. matches, pot handles) 17 
Unidentified 8 
Bottle Accessories (e.g. tops & stoppers) 7 
Sewing (e.g. needles & pins) 6 
Personal (e.g. smoking pipes) 5 
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Table 3.4 - Types of Artefacts, Room 5 (cont) 
 

Types Frequency 
Coins/tokens 3 
Stationary (e.g. nibs, pencils, paper clips) 3 
Leisure & hunting (e.g. firearm cartridges)  2 
Toy 2 
Miscellaneous 1 

 
 
The most common artefact type recovered in Room 5 was ‘building materials’ of which nails 
(134) were the most frequent.  Other commonly occurring objects suggested that the room 
was a kitchen or family area:  included were over 100 fragments of bottle and tableware 
glass, and animal bone examples from sheep, chicken and fish.  Such an assemblage might 
be expected in a food preparation, and possibly consumption, area.  The personal items of 
clothing, accessories, sewing, stationery and leisure goods recovered suggest the room was 
used for a range of family activities.  A catalogue of all artefacts recorded from Room 5, 
including an itemisation of those recovered from individual sections, is provided in 
Appendix 6.  The following sections describe the artefacts recovered from each section of 
Room 5, the disposition of which is shown on Figure 2.3. 
 
• Section 5.1 
 
Section 5.1 was located at the southern end of the room, adjacent to the former 
stove/fireplace (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 16 items were recovered.  The most 
frequently occurring objects were chicken bones, fragments of glass tableware and blue 
bottle glass.  The location and typology suggests that this part of the room was used for the 
preparation of food, drink and possibly medications.  The shells were not edible varieties and 
were probably collected from the beach, possibly indicating the presence of children. 
 
• Section 5.2 
 
The southern end of Section 5.2 was close to a window (then sealed) (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  
A total of 48 objects were recovered.  The bulk of the items were bottle fragments and 
weathered animal bone fragments.  The bottle glass was a light green in colour had contained 
‘seeds’ (air bubbles).  Embossed on the neck of the bottle was part of the word ‘Imperial’, 
probably referring to its liquid capacity (pint/quart).  There were also a small number of 
items such as razor blades, matches, pins and shells, again suggesting that at some time in its 
past, the room was used as a kitchen/family room. 
 
Artefacts # 191 and 192 consisted of the base and top of a ceramic household electric light 
switch-block.  These switches were operated with a pull-cord and date to c. 1910.  
 
• Section 5.3 
 
The western end of Sections 5.3 was positioned directly under a window (then sealed) 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 59 objects were recovered.  The highest artefact frequency 
by type was nails (nine) but the bulk of the material (animal bones, ceramic and glass bottle 
fragments, shells, buttons and beads) was once again associated with a kitchen/family room.  
Shells included edible species (pipi and cockle) and a volute, which would be collected for 
its aesthetic value (perhaps by children). 
 
Artefact # 218 was an unusual find:  an aluminium, pink leg band from a bird inscribed ‘SCF 
79 3562’.  
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• Section 5.4 
 
The southern end of Section 5.4 was positioned directly under a window (then sealed) 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 130 objects were recovered, which was the highest 
sectional density of artefacts for Room 5.  As for Section 5.3, the highest frequency of object 
types was nails (38) but, once again, the bulk of the material was associated with a 
kitchen/family environment.  Several varieties of shells recovered were suitable for eating, 
including oyster, pipi and mussel.  Fragments of tableware and bottles, clothing, writing 
materials (pencil and paper clip), clothing accessories (buttons and beads), toothbrush and 
play things for children (shells and a marble) created the semblance of a family setting.  Two 
fragments of a ceramic electric light switch-block were recovered.  These fragments were 
not the same colour or design as those in Section 5.2.  Two coins were recovered: a 1922 
penny (Artefact #226) and a 1943 three pence (Artefact # 248).  A find out of character with 
this scenario was Artefact # 237, a 38 calibre-short, centrefire pistol cartridge case (i.e: 
discharged). 
 
• Section 5.5 
 
The southern end of Section 5.5 was positioned between two windows (then sealed) 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 70 objects were recovered.  The bulk of the items were 
glass and ceramic fragments, bones and building materials.  Ten fragments of window glass 
were recovered.  In smaller numbers were sewing items (needles and buttons), a pencil and 
two shells (one oyster, one limpet).  The oyster shell would have been collected for food 
while the limpet may have simply been collected.  One 1906 half penny (Artefact #269) was 
recovered from this section.  
 
• Section 5.6 
 
The southern end of Section 5.6 was positioned directly underneath a window (then sealed) 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 62 objects were recovered.  Nails (15) were the most 
frequently occurring artefact type but bottle glass, animal bones and ceramics made up the 
bulk of the assemblage.  Bottle glass was in a variety of colours:  light and medium green, 
blue and clear.  Smaller numbers of clothing accessories (buttons and beads), shells (oyster, 
cockle and limpet) and window glass fragments were recovered.  A miniature ceramic doll’s 
head (Artefact # 289) was recovered, probably lost through (a hole in?) the floorboards. 
 
• Section 5.7 
 
The southern end of Section 5.7 was positioned underneath a window (then sealed) 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3), and the north-eastern corner at a doorway.  A total of 95 artefacts 
were recovered.  Nails (30) were the most frequently occurring artefact type.  Once again 
there was a high proportion of bottle glass and ceramic fragments and bones.  A higher 
proportion of clothing accessories was recovered in this section consisting of buttons, beads, 
safety pins and clasps for brooches and badges.  A plastic knob (Artefact #335) recovered 
was probably the ‘acorn nut’ from an electric switch pull-cord.  Household items included a 
wooden peg, a brass key ring and fragments of lamp glass.  The black plastic stem from a 
small smoking pipe (Artefact # 334) and the broken stem of a white clay pipe (Artefact # 
319) were recovered. 
 
Seven full bricks and 20 brick fragments were scattered randomly under the floorboards in 
this section.  The frogs were diamond, rectangle and ‘HUGHES’.  Diamond shaped frogs are 
diagnostic to the mid-1860s, while Hughes/Hughes & Drury were manufacturing bricks in 
Newcastle from 18655.  All of the bricks were hand-made.  They may have been builder’s 
discards or have entered the floor space when the floor was renewed. 

                                                      
5  Gemmell 1986: …And so we Graft from Six to Six, 75 
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• Section 5.8 (Fireplace) 
 
Section 5.8 was the stove/fireplace (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 54 artefacts were 
recovered.  The bulk of the items were nails, bottle glass and ceramic fragments.  Several 
wooden matches were recovered in this section but no exceptional items were recovered, 
indicating that a stove had been installed in this cavity. 
 
• Observations on Artefacts Recovered from Room 5 
 
Artefacts recovered from this room were in keeping with a kitchen/family room used for 
food preparation and consumption.  The most frequently occurring items were building 
materials (mainly nails), bottle glass and tableware fragments.  The high number of nails is 
probably related to the reconstruction of floor.  Personal items associated with clothing, toys 
and leisure were found in smaller but significant numbers. 
 

3.3.2 Room 6 
 
Room 6 was located at the rear of the building, on the north-eastern corner of the ground 
floor (Figures 2.1 and 2.2).  A summary of the categories of artefacts recovered from Room 
6 is listed in Table 3.5.   
 

Table 3.5 - Types of Artefacts, Room 6 
 

Types Frequency 
Building materials 307 
Bottles (glass & ceramic) 118 
Tableware 84 
Animal (bones & teeth) 57 
Household 41 
Clothing & Accessories (beads, brooches, badges etc) 27 
Sewing (e.g. pins & needles) 27 
Unidentified 19 
Bottle Accessories (e.g. tops & stoppers) 10 
Personal (e.g. smoking pipes) 8 
Books, papers etc. (e.g. newspapers) 5 
Stationary (e.g. nibs, pencils, paper clips) 4 
Coins/tokens 3 
Shells 3 
Toy 2 
Leisure & Hunting (e.g. firearm cartridges) 1 

 
 
A catalogue of all artefacts recorded from Room 6, including an itemisation of those 
recovered from individual sections, is provided in Appendix 6.  The following sections 
describe the artefacts recovered from each section of Room 5, the disposition of which is 
shown on Figure 2.3. 
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• Section 6.1 
 
Section 6.1 was towards the western (back) end of the room (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total 
of 57 artefacts were recovered.  Nails (15) were the most frequently occurring artefact type.  
Once again there was a high proportion of bottle glass, ceramic fragments and bones.  In 
addition, the presence of a copper chain from a sink or bath plug (Artefact # 20) and an iron 
cooking pot handle (Artefact # 18) add strength to the speculation that this area may have 
functioned as either or both a scullery and/or kitchen.   
 
• Section 6.2 
 
The northern end of Section 6.2 was positioned directly beneath an existing window 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 170 objects were found.  Nails were the dominant artefact 
type (60).  A high proportion of the assemblage comprised ceramic fragments, 
predominantly tableware but also from several bottles, one of which is most probably a 
vinegar bottle.  Glass bottle fragments were coloured dark/olive green, blue and black.  This 
section contained a higher number of fragments of animal bones, the majority of which were 
from sheep.  Needles, pins and a needle threader indicated sewing activities.  There was also 
a higher number of buttons (9) in this section.  Of interest was a dowelled mortise and 
tennon (Artefact # 31).  This is typical timber joinery for a door frame and was identified as 
red cedar.  This artefact represents old joinery technology.  A slate pencil (Artefact # 37) 
represented early childhood learning, although slates and slate pencils were used in Australia 
up until the late 1940s before lead pencils and paper were widely accessible (particularly 
after wartime shortages). 
 
• Section 6.3 
 
Portion of the northern end of Section 6.3 was positioned beneath an existing window 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 211 objects were recovered, the highest density of artefacts 
found in any section in the building.  Nails were the dominant object type (79).  Again, a 
high proportion of ceramic fragments (both from tableware and bottles) were recovered.  
Glass bottle fragments were either clear or coloured light to mid-green.  Thirty fragments of 
sheep bones were recovered.  The bones had been sawn, cut and burnt.  Clothing accessories 
included buttons, clasps for watches or jewellery and beads.  Sewing items included pins, 
needles and safety pins.  The presence of these items, together with a nib from a ‘Post-
Office’ style pen (Artefact # 90), a toy marble and the bowl of a clay smoking pipe (Artefact 
# 70) give an indication of the variety of activities undertaken in the room, suggesting the 
main function was as a kitchen/family room. 
 
• Section 6.4 
 
A total of 143 objects were recovered from Section 6.4 (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  Nails were 
once again the most frequently occurring item (43).  The bulk of items were fragments of 
bottles and tableware.  Personal items included razor blades, a white clay smoking pipe bowl 
(Artefact # 98) and several hair pins.  The clay pipe-bowl was decorated with two raised 
figures:  an anchor and a ship, 1 on each side of the bowl.  One copper coin was recovered 
(Artefact # 102).  There was an increase in the number of sewing items it this section  - 
needles, pins, safety pins, and hooks and eye (possibly from trousers).  One paper clip was 
the only stationary item found.  These objects continue to indicate a room used for a variety 
of functions. 
 
• Section 6.5 
 
The northern end of Section 6.5 was positioned across and in an existing doorway and would 
have been a main thoroughfare (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 60 artefacts were recovered.  
Nails were the most frequently occurring object (22).  A high proportion of the assemblage 
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comprised fragments of ceramics, bottles, lamps and vases.  Small numbers of sheep bones, 
buttons, pins and a shell (periwinkle) were recovered.  A discharged .22 calibre ratshot 
cartridge was also recovered. 
 
• Section 6.6 
 
Section 6.6 was positioned between two doorways and would have been a main thoroughfare 
(Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 28 artefacts were recovered.  Although fewer objects were 
recovered, their proportion in relation to each other remained the same.  There were still high 
proportions of nail, bottle-glass and ceramic fragments.  Artefact # 155 was possibly the lid 
from a square curry or mustard tin.  One coin was recovered, a three penny piece (Artefact # 
158) but was too corroded to allow identification of the date. 
 
• Section 6.7 (Fireplace) 
 
Section 6.7 comprised the fireplace (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A total of 11 objects were 
recovered.  These included large fragments of five newspapers, one bottle top, four wooden 
matches and one fragment of clear glass.  One newspaper could not be identified either by 
name or date but the remaining four were titled and dated: 
 
• The Sun – September 13, 1936; 
 
• The Truth Sun – January 26, 1936; 
 
• The Newcastle Sun – July 2, 1936; 
 
• Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners Advocate – Friday July 16, 1936. 
 
Given their state of preservation, the fireplace would possibly have been sealed around this 
time or at least no longer used after this time. 
 
• Section 6.8 
 
Section 6.8 was adjacent to the fireplace (Figures 2.2 and 2.3).  A large portion of the 
section was occupied by a concrete hearthstone in front of the fireplace.  A total of 36 
objects were recovered.  The most frequently occurring type was bottle-glass fragments 
(clear, blue, light green, medium green and brown).  A high proportion of nails, wooden 
matches, fragments of ceramic and window glass fragments were present.  Although in small 
numbers, pins reflected sewing activities and a toy plastic spoon (Artefact # 164) indicated 
the likely presence of a child. 
 
• Summary of Artefacts recovered from Room 6 
 
The objects recovered in Room 6 indicate that the room was used for similar functions as 
Room 5.  The majority of items were fragments of glass and ceramics associated with the 
consumption of food and drink.  Other objects show that the room was used by males, 
females and children.  Activities inside the room included sewing, writing, children’s games, 
tobacco smoking and gun handling. 
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3.4 MONITORING/EXCAVATING/RECORDING:  BULK EXCAVATION 
 
Leaving aside the mass of Eldon Chambers, which remained virtually unaffected by the 
excavation process, historical structural residues were identified in material evidence at only 
two sites on the study area, representing: 
 
• the footings of the Gorrick Building, with the continuation of a retaining wall as a wing 

wall to south-west; and 
 
• the footings, floors and paving associated with a privy block and former walled yard, in 

the north-eastern corner of the study area. 
 
The orientation of these features has been broadly indicated in Figure 1.2, and that of the 
Gorrick Building has already been detailed on Figure 3.1. 
 

3.4.1 The Gorrick Building Precinct 
 
The Gorrick Building was located on the centre-eastern aspect of the study area, with a 
frontage to Bolton Street.  The footprint of the precinct is shown on Figure 3.1 and a 
detailed plan is provided in Figure 3.2.  The investigation of the sub-surface of Rooms 5 and 
6 having been completed (see Section 3.3 above), and following the demolition of the 
building to damp course level, monitoring and manual excavation concentrated on the sub-
floor areas of Rooms 7 to 10 and the peripheral areas including the northern side of the 
retaining wall projecting westerly from the south-western corner of the building.  The 
recording of the building precinct involved survey, measurement, field drafting and 
photography of the components of sub-floor and peripheral structure. 
 
The residual surface of the sub-floors of Rooms 7 to 10 had been grossly disturbed prior to 
the commencement of bulk excavation, to the extent that spatial and stratigraphic integrity 
had been almost totally compromised.  This site returned a total of 729 individual artefacts 
together with a collection of small leather fragments of a boot associated with fragments of 
an iron cauldron.  The artefacts and fragments are catalogued in Appendix 7, Artefact 
(Bags) Nos. 569 to 912.  A summary of the major artefact types in this assemblage is 
contained in Table 3.6 
 

Table 3.6 - Types of Artefacts, Gorrick Building Precinct 
 

Types Frequency/Bag 
Building materials 38 
Bottles (whole/frag bottle glass & ceramic) 121 
Animal (bones & 1 bovine tooth) 18 
Tableware  114 
Clothing & Accessories (e.g. boot, beads, badges) 3 
Shells 2 
Household (e.g. cauldron, pot handles, matches) 25 
Unidentified 0 
Bottle Accessories (e.g. tops & stoppers) 1 
Sewing (e.g. needles & pins) 2 
Personal (e.g. smoking pipes) 5 
Coins/tokens 2 
Stationary (e.g. nibs, pencils, paper clips) 2 
Leisure & hunting (e.g. firearm cartridges)  0 
Toy 1 
Miscellaneous 7 
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The most common artefact type recovered from the Gorrick Building precinct were ‘bottles 
(glass & ceramic)’ of which glass bottles were the most frequent, although salt-glazed 
stoneware bottles were very well represented.  Other commonly occurring artefacts included 
were fragments of ceramic tableware (114).  Such an assemblage was expected in a building 
principally used as a dwelling over a period of perhaps 100 years.  The nominally poor 
representation of building materials was mostly attributable to the nature of the modern 
demolition, which insured that virtually all demolition material was removed from the site.  
Otherwise, the site had retained a small number of bricks, of which only the demonstrative 
Artefact # 769 was salvaged. 
 
Particular attention is drawn to two aspects of the assemblage about which spatial and 
stratigraphic integrity could be more confidently interpreted.  In the south-eastern corner of 
the Room 7 sub-floor were found: 
 
• 127 pieces of a large iron cauldron, with a total weight of 5650 grams (Artefact #856-

858); and 
 
• five pieces and a collection of fragments of leather with a combined weight of 

314.9 grams, representing parts of the upper, inner and outer sole (with tacks) of a boot. 
 
These artefacts were located in close company at a depth of between 1.0 (uppermost) and 
1.8 metres below the upper level of footings and more than 800 mm below ambient sub-floor 
ground.  Both of these artefact groups are considered to have a symbolic association (see 
Section 4). 
 
Table 3.7 shows the types and frequencies of all artefacts salvaged as a consolidation of all 
studies in the Gorrick Building pre-demolition and during the bulk excavation phase. 
 

Table 3.7 - Types of Artefacts, Gorrick Building − All Studies 
 

Types Frequency/Bag 
Building materials 105 
Bottles (whole/frag bottle glass & ceramic) 186 
Animal (bones & teeth) 45  
Tableware  150 
Clothing & Accessories (e.g. boot, beads, badges) 44 
Shells 16 
Household (e.g. cauldron, pot handles, matches) 47 
Unidentified 20 
Bottle Accessories (e.g. tops & stoppers) 4 
Sewing (e.g. needles & pins) 17 
Personal (e.g. smoking pipes) 37 
Coins/tokens 7 
Stationary (e.g. nibs, pencils, paper clips) 12 
Leisure & hunting (e.g. firearm cartridges)  2 
Toy 6 
Miscellaneous 8 

 
 
The configuration of the Gorrick Building has been discussed earlier.  In broad terms it can 
be described as the combination of two rectangular forms, the large rectangle comprising 
lower level Rooms 7 to 10 and the smaller, centred on the western wall of the former, 
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containing Rooms 5 and 6.  North-south walls shared bearing of ≈184° magnetic and 
east-west walls ≈274°M.  Suffice it to say that the footings comprised two courses of well-
dressed Waratah sandstone blocks, set in lime mortar.  The stone was of a reasonably 
uniform thickness of ≈520 ±60 mm.  In the following descriptions, measurements are taken 
from the external edge of footings to the centreline of intermediate walls.  The dimensions 
and features of footings were as follows: 
 
• northern, Rooms 8 and 10:  total length ≈9570 mm (Room 8: ≈5000, Room 10: 

≈4570 mm); the full length of this footing carried a mortar shadow of two leaf brickwork 
that had been laid above.  In Room 8, floor bearers had been laid flat on the footings, 
with joists above.  In Room 10, the joists had been rebated into the stone footings, 
≈130 x 70 mm in plan, ≈100 mm deep, to provide a floor that was approximately level 
with the top of the footings, thus probably ≈250-300 mm (10-12”) below the floor in the 
other lower level rooms (see comments for the bearer in eastern and intermediate north-
south walls, below).  This process will have had the effect of emphasising the different 
uses of the two front rooms, in particular, of the Gorrick establishment:  the lower-
floored room, according to good Victorian usage, would have been used for 
business/commerce, a situation that required differentiation from the domestic 
occupation of the rest of the building; 

 
• northern, retaining wall:  total length ≈3260 mm, in good quarried stone for ≈1400 mm 

west of the house footing, then of simple rubble construction to its end; 
 
• northern, Room 6:  total length ≈3540 mm, showing shadow of two-leaf brickwork; 
 
• intermediate, whole building:  total length ≈13260 mm (Rooms 5/6:  ≈3750 mm. 

Rooms 7/8:  ≈4850 mm, Rooms 9/10:  ≈4600 mm).  The northern side of the footings 
across Rooms 9/10 reflected the same recessing for floor joists as had been evident if the 
northern wall.  The footings showed the mortar shadow of two-leaf brickwork through 
Rooms 8/9 and 9/10.  Oddly, between Rooms 5 and 6, the shadow reflected three-leaf 
brickwork.  This was possibly a reflection of the use of fire for cooking and 
scullery/laundry purpose in the rear rooms, or possibly (consistent with Victorian 
practice) to insulate the rest of the house from scullery noise.  In the wall between 
Rooms 7 and 8 lay the footings of fireplaces in each room, sufficient to support the 
weight of the brick chimney stack.  Despite the presence of a fireplace in each of Rooms 
1 and 4, upper level, there were no footings for fireplaces and chimney stack in the wall 
between Rooms 9 and 10.  Admittedly the dividing wall between Rooms 9 and 10 had 
been demolished when the building was converted for commercial use by the Newcastle 
Herald, and the original floor had been replaced.  It seems hardly likely that fireplace or 
chimney stack footings would have been selectively removed at this time.  On balance, it 
seems most likely that the upstairs fireplaces and chimneys had been supported on the 
upper level flooring framework, a practice currently frowned on but not unknown in the 
19th Century6; 

 
• southern, Rooms 7 and 9:  total length ≈9690 mm (Room 7:  ≈4990, Room 9: 

≈4700 mm), this footing retained the lower fragment of the southern wall in situ.  The 
wall was of two-leaf construction and in the course of conversion by the Newcastle 
Herald, had simply been covered by battens to which fibreboard had been nailed.  The 
residual wall continued vertically only to the upper level of the rubble stone retaining 
wall which abutted it on the southern side and followed the contour of the laneway 
between the Gorrick Building and Eldon Chambers.  In the result, the only sight of the 
footing was ≈100 mm wide down the full length of the wall; 

 
                                                      
6  Observed previously:  in a mixed commercial and residential building in High Street, Maitland, and in Claremont  
 House, Newcomen Street, Newcastle. 
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• southern, Room 5:  total length ≈3870 mm;  this footing also carried a mortar shadow 
indicating the wall above had been of three-leaf construction; 

 
• eastern, Rooms 9 and 10:  total length ≈7470 mm (Room 9:  ≈3680 mm, Room 10:  

≈3790 mm).  This wall contained particularly meaningful evidence of Mr Gorrick’s 
separation of commercial and family affairs:  the building had originally been 
constructed with two street doors.  One abutting the intermediate east-west wall gave 
entry to his legal office, while the other, abutting the southern wall, led into the front 
reception room of the residence.  The northern threshold footing of rubble was well 
defined at ≈1340 mm and, while the southern rubble footing had been disturbed and 
spread, the doorway width could be determined at ≈1390 mm.  No shadow of mortar 
remained on these footings and it appeared that the necessities of footpaving in Bolton 
Street may have dictated the removal of the upper footing course.  In the result, the 
length of footing across Room 10 showed no evidence of the manner of flooring in that 
room; 

 
• intermediate, Rooms 7/9 and 8/10:  total length ≈7480 mm (Rooms 7/9:  ≈3625 mm, 

Rooms 8/10:  ≈3855 mm).  The slight but compensating differences between room wall 
lengths were due to the fact that the intermediate east-west wall was slightly skewed.  
The footing carried a mortar shadow indicating two-leaf solid brick wall construction,  
The eastern aspect of the length of footing across Room 10 contained a single rebate for 
a floor bearer, ≈140 x 110 mm in plan, ≈250 mm deep, indicating a single (if substantial) 
intermediate support for the similarly substantial floor joists in this room over spans of 
between 1500 mm and 1600 mm; 

 
• western, Rooms 7 and 8:  total length ≈7690 mm (Room 7:  ≈3700 mm, Room 8:  

≈3990 mm).  A mortar shadow indicated two-leaf solid brick wall construction across 
the Room 8 and three-leaf solid brick construction across Room 7; 

 
• western, Rooms 5 and 6:  total length of available footing extant, apart from east west 

wall ends, ≈2810 mm (Room 5:  ≈1490 mm, Room 6:  ≈1320 mm).  It was not clear why 
lengths of footing were absent, in Room 5 amounting to ≈430 mm and in Room 6 to 
≈300 mm, but it is possible that the voids were originally infilled with mortar or rubble, 
which rapidly deteriorated.  If the footings at those locations were non-weight-bearing, 
the impact on structural integrity may well have been slight; and 

 
• retaining wall, west of building:  total length ≈12640 mm and between ≈350 and 

≈450 mm depth.  This retaining wall was of sandstone rubble construction set with lime 
mortar and remained to an average height of ≈1200 mm.  The wall lay west of, and on 
the same bearing as, the alignment of the southern wall of the building (i.e: 274°M), for 
a distance of ≈4840 mm, at a distance of ≈900 mm south of the southern wall of Room 5.  
From the westerly extent of this first length, the wall ran at a composite angle of ≈300°M 
while describing a convex arc with a chord length of ≈5000 mm.  From this point, the 
wall ran with only a slight convex arc over a chord length of ≈1900 mm, at which 
location there was a slight southerly return of ≈170 mm and the wall continued on more 
or less the same bearing for a further ≈700 mm at which stage there was evidence of 
substantial past disturbance for a short distance then total destruction. 

 
3.4.2 Monitoring/Manual Excavation:  The Privy 

 
The Privy Precinct was located in the north-eastern aspect of the study area, behind the 
western boundary and the substantial building on Lot 42, DP 542509.  The footprint of the 
precinct is shown on Figure 3.1.  The presence of the precinct was revealed when monitored 
earthworks exposed the western end of the southern wall of the privy building.  Further 
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excavation was undertaken manually, using hand tools.  The recording of the building 
precinct involved survey, measurement, field drafting and photography of the structural 
components of the privy and the peripheral structural features of the precinct, which emerged 
as an old double cesspit privy that had been converted and extended for use of a reticulated 
system, attended by a paved area to its east and bordered on the south by a walled garden.  A 
short distance west of the western extent of the privy footings was a single brick column 
footing, the association of which could not be determined. 
 
The residual surface and content of the western of the two cesspits indicated that at the time 
of conversion to a reticulated sewerage system, the cesspits had been cleared and back-filled 
with clean sand.  This situation accorded with evidence from the excavation of cesspits at the 
former Electric Telegraph Office, Hunter Street, Newcastle7.  All of the artefacts returned 
from this excavation came from this single cesspit and appeared to result from either the 
deposition of rubbish in a convenient receptacle or of demolition material resulting from the 
demolition of the privy structure prior to the commencement of bulk excavation.  In the 
circumstances, no reliance could be placed on the spatial and stratigraphic distribution of 
artefacts.   
 
This site returned a total of 143 individual artefacts, catalogued at Appendix 7, Artefact 
(Bags) No’s. 369 to 478.  A summary of the major artefact types in this assemblage is 
contained in Table 3.8. 
 

Table 3.8 - Types of Artefacts, Privy Precinct 
 

Types Frequency 
Building materials 50 
Bottles (glass & ceramic) 34 
Animal (bovine bones) 2 
Tableware  20 
Clothing & Accessories (e.g. beads, brooches, badges) 0 
Shells 0 
Household (e.g. matches, pot handles) 1 
Unidentified 2 
Bottle Accessories (e.g. tops & stoppers) 0 
Sewing (e.g. needles & pins) 0 
Personal (e.g. smoking pipes) 0 
Coins/tokens 0 
Stationary (e.g. nibs, pencils, paper clips) 0 
Leisure & hunting (e.g. firearm cartridges)  0 
Toy 0 
Miscellaneous 0 

 
 
The most common artefact type recovered from the Privy Precinct was ‘building materials’ 
of which metal artefacts were the most frequent.  The majority of metal was ferrous although 
examples of copper and lead (flashing) were recovered.  Other commonly occurring artefacts 
in this typology were earthenware (pipes).  Fragmented bottle glass and tableware reflected a 
pattern of rubbish disposal common in an unserviced environment.  Of particular interest 
was the broken urinal by Thomas Twyford, which was diagnostic not only of the style of 
conversion of the privy but also assisted in confirming the timing of the conversion.  Such an 
assemblage originated from a source that had initially been used for the disposal of rubbish 

                                                      
7  Rheinberger P and T Moore, 2006.  Field records: report in prep. 
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(probably at the time of sewerage conversion) and thereafter been the site of a demolition 
that also destroyed the floor of the particular cesspit.  
 
The structural features of the Privy Precinct are represented in Figure 3.3.  Individual 
elements comprised the remains of an original double privy of brick construction aligned 
east-west.  The door of the eastern privy opened east, that of the western privy opened west. 
Originally, the privies had operated with sub-floor cesspits, the walls of which doubled as 
the footings for the above ground building.  It is probably that the privies were originally 
timber floored, to allow some access for eventual cleaning.  The timber floors had been 
replaced with mass concrete floors, probably at the time of conversion, but that of the 
western privy had been broken in.  After conversion, without the need for an expansive 
waste well under each privy, the building had been converted into, at least, a three-unit privy.  
The eastern privy was subdivided, with two flushing suites and two eastern facing doors.  
The western privy may have been similarly subdivided but the absence of flooring did not 
assist interpretation.  The presence of parts of a ceramic urinal in the spoil of the western 
cesspit suggested the possibility of such a subdivision, one unit fitted with a suite and the 
other a urinal.  As mentioned, the western privy (and probably the eastern as well) had been 
backfilled with clean sand.  Excavation of this body revealed that the cesspit construction 
was at least 2.0 metres deep below floor level. 
 
Bricks were Gulliver’s sandstocks, set with lime mortar in a two-leaf solid form, but in an 
eclectic combination of bonds.  Parts of the residual structure were laid in stack bond, while 
the western and northern walls were laid in good, well-measured English bond.  The walls of 
the cesspit were rendered in a fairly coarse lime-based render.  The eastern privy floor, of 
deteriorating and insecure mass concrete, had survived and contained the foot of a simple 
suite that dated from the latter part of the 19th or early 20th Century, judging by its colour and 
glaze.   
 
The external measurements of the privy structure were ≈2300 mm on the east, 3750 mm on 
north and south and ≈2550 mm on the west.  The suites in the eastern privies were centrally 
placed in stalls that had been created by the construction of a timber framed wall, ≈135 mm 
east of the western (back) wall.  Sewerage had been reticulated by earthenware piping of 
≈240 mm outside diameter (od).  Pipe risers were identified on the southern side of the 
building, abutting the end of the western wall (≈140 mm od) and just west of the alignment 
of the east-west internal wall of the structure and ≈300 mm south (≈145 mm od). 
 
West of the structure, ≈550 mm south of the northern alignment of the Privy building and 
≈650 mm west of the western alignment was a single brick pier.  No associated material was 
located that would assist in the interpretation of the pier. 
 
Abutting the eastern wall of the Privy building was a dwarf wall that ran from level with the 
northern alignment of the building south for ≈7000 mm, at which point it intersected at a 
right angle, a brick footing that extended east ≈3750 mm before continuing along the same 
alignment as a concrete footing for a further (identifiable) ≈3700 mm.  While the concrete 
footing was possibly the footing of a former building within the present Lot 42, DP 542509, 
the brick footing was almost certainly that of the fence of an enclosed yard.  The brick 
footing extended west of the dwarf wall for ≈150 mm, at which point it showed evidence of 
destruction by a previous excavation.  However the dwarf wall and the eastern aspect of the 
brick footing combine to set the boundaries of a sunken paved area. 
 
The paved area, as it presented to survey, measured ≈7000 x 1600 mm and lay ≈300 mm 
below the top of the dwarf wall.  The area was paved in bricks with a distinctive yellow 
colouring, carefully laid in a decorative ‘stretcher-header’ pattern.  The level of the paved 
area was intentional and sandstone steps were provided adjacent to the southern alignment of 
the Privy building (to give access beside the building to the western privy(ies).  Two steps of 
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Waratah sandstone were ≈1200 mm wide and provided a rise of ≈300 mm.  The southerly of 
the eastern privies retained a substantial fragment of a timber threshold in its doorway, 
suggesting the possibility of timber steps leading to the eastern privies.  On its northern 
extremity, the edge of the paving had been covered by concrete associated with the adjoining 
building, while on the eastern side, the edge had been covered by rubble, a sandstone slab 
and a stack of brick beneath construction rubble.  The eastern and northern aspects of the 
paving could thus not be fully surveyed. 
 
West of the dwarf wall, and north of the brick footing, the ground was substantially sterile, 
apart from a deposit of charcoal and ash in the south-eastern corner of the intersection of the 
wall/footing.  No artefacts were located in association but the size of the deposit suggested 
that this had been the site of a regular burn-off of substantially combustible material, perhaps 
garden waste. 
 
All of these features are planned in detail and to scale on Figure 3.3. 
 

3.4.3 Monitoring/Manual Excavation:  Rear Eldon Chambers 
 
The deposit of artefacts described as being from ‘Rear Eldon Chambers’ originated from 
exposure of what appeared to have been a rubbish disposal pit on the southern (high) side of 
the Gorrick Building precinct retaining wall.  The location of the deposit is shown on 
Figure 3.1.  The deposit was discovered in the course of monitoring of bulk excavation and 
was salvaged by manual excavation using hand tools. 
 
This site returned a total of 108 individual artefacts, catalogued at Appendix 7, Artefact 
(Bags) No’s. 479 to 568.  A summary of the major artefact types in this assemblage is 
contained in Table 3.9.  
 

Table 3.9 - Types of Artefacts, Rear Eldon Chambers 
 

Types Frequency 
Building materials 0 
Bottles (glass & ceramic) 34* 
Animal (bovine bone) 1 
Tableware  43 
Clothing & Accessories (e.g. beads, brooches, badges) 0 
Shells 0 
Household (e.g. matches, pot handles) 0 
Unidentified 0 
Bottle Accessories (e.g. tops & stoppers) 0 
Sewing (e.g. needles & pins) 0 
Personal (perfume bottles, all different, all French) 4* 
Coins/tokens 0 
Stationary (e.g. nibs, pencils, paper clips) 0 
Leisure & hunting (e.g. firearm cartridges)  0 
Toy 0 
Miscellaneous 0 

*  Four perfume bottles have duplicated entries in the above table as ‘bottles’ and 
‘personal’.  The nature and expense of French perfume is a pointer to the social/financial 
status of former female occupiers. 
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The most common artefact type recovered from the site at rear of Eldon Chambers was 
‘tableware’, all fragmented, of which flatware was the most frequent.  Other commonly 
occurring artefacts were similarly fragmented ‘bottles’.  The constitution of this assemblage 
supports the preliminary assessment that the site was that of a rubbish pit dug for the purpose 
of such disposal.   
 
The site was exposed as a covered pit dug into the sandy soil, with a diameter of ≈600 mm 
and a maximum depth of ≈750 mm below ambient ground.  Its location, behind the retaining 
wall, was probably more related to the level of structural development of this general area 
during the past ≈130 years. 
 

3.4.4 Monitoring Balance of Bulk Excavation 
 
The bulk excavation of the balance of the study area proved it to be archaeologically sterile.  
Excavation showed that in the footprint of the former Newcastle Herald plant building, there 
had not only been extensive excavation for its construction, but that below the construction 
level, there had been extensive filling with fairly intractable clay.  Along the frontage of 
Newcomen Street (the western sector of the study area), previous excavation had been to a 
depth beyond five metres below historical ground in the south-western corner and up to three 
metres in the north-west.  The depth of excavation in the south-western sector was continued 
along the southern aspect of the study area to a short distance behind Eldon Chambers, 
where a privy block and elevated office space had been constructed. 
 
In the area between the Gorrick Building and the southern alignment of the Privy Precinct, a 
concrete seal had been in place for a car park.  Either this construction or prior excavation 
appeared to have removed all traces of the former buildings on this site.  In the central sector 
of the study area and extending to the northern boundary, west of the Privy Precinct, 
substantial excavation had taken place for the Newcastle Herald plant and services building, 
to the extent that no sign of structural or artefact residue was seen.  Of some interest, with 
the demolition of the western end of the northern wall of the Newcastle Herald building, was 
the exposure of structural shadows and tying traces, on northerly abutting buildings, that 
would almost certainly have been associated with the historical buildings on the study area 
(e.g: the Patey’s complex – see above, Table 1.2, Building 35, Allotment 63 and 
Appendix 1). 
 

3.4.5 Photographic Archival Record:  Monitoring Bulk Excavation 
 
Following the criteria established by the NSW Heritage Council8, photographs in 
monochrome print and colour transparency formats were taken of representative views of the 
footings of the Gorrick Building, including the retaining wall and the Privy precinct.  These 
photographic records are catalogued respectively at Appendices 8A and 9A.  Individual 
views are orientated by reference to photographic plans, which are respectively attached as 
Appendices 8B and 9B.  Copies of the monochrome prints and the relevant negative strips, 
together with the transparencies, are attached in preservation sheets.   
 
For ease of reference and subsequent reproduction, a series of 65 digital exposures was 
recorded.  These prints have been saved to a compact disc, which is attached as 
Appendix 10. 
 

3.4.6 Management of Artefacts 
 
At the conclusion of artefacts management, interpretation and report preparation, the 
artefacts recovered in the course of the total archaeology program were delivered to Bolton 
for permanent safe-keeping in company with a dedicated copy of this report. 
                                                      
8  NSW Heritage Office, 1996.  NSW Heritage Manual  Guidelines for Photographic Recording 
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4.0 INTERPRETATION 
 
The following comments and interpretations are intended to amplify and complement 
those already made in Section 3, in the discussion of results. 
 
 

4.1 GORRICK BUILDING, ROOMS 5 AND 6 
 

4.1.1 Overview 
 
Artefacts from the immediate sub-floor deposit were collected when demolition material 
had been removed.  The sub-floor deposit consisted of a very light collection of detritus 
which had fallen through the floor since renovations, at or near the time when the rear of 
Allotment 64 was sold in 1922.  The collection was light in the sense that it consisted of 
sand, mixed with organic material of all kinds and pieces of inorganic material which had 
been small enough to fall through the gaps or cracks in the floor.  However, some 
artefacts were too large to have accumulated in this way and require a different 
explanation for their presence.  
 
There appears to be a definite chronological difference, in the deposit, between the larger 
and the smaller artefacts, the latter more mobile or less noticeable.  There are, for 
instance, pieces of both bottle and window glass which can be confidently dated to the 
mid-19th Century.  Some of these are small and could have fallen through the kitchen or 
scullery floor whereas larger early pieces possibly accumulated before the building was 
constructed, or during construction.  Another possible explanation is that it was not 
unknown for people to deposit rubbish in sub-floor spaces, largely because in the 19th and 
early 20th Centuries, there were often no municipal rubbish services or dedicated areas in 
which to dump rubbish.  Often bones, left over from cooking, found their way to this 
repository.  Indeed, a number of quite large pieces of bone were recovered from the sub-
floor area.  The difficulty with this explanation is that there was no obvious point of entry 
for such waste, as the footings were continuous.  It cannot really be determined whether 
the bones were from the 19th Century or whether they were deposited more recently.  
 
The next large accumulation of artefacts appears to date from the first quarter until well 
into the mid-20th Century.  This collection is much more eclectic than that dated to the 
earlier period.  Whereas the large 19th Century artefacts related to the building, apart from 
alcohol bottles, the small 19th Century artefacts related to the original function of the 
rooms, that is, as working areas for domestic staff.  The later accumulation contained 
items which indicated the presence of women and children perhaps suggesting that these 
rooms had become living areas in the modern sense.  This later phase showed signs that 
this part of the building had been renovated, coinciding with the renewal of the electrical 
infrastructure, again dating to the time when part of the site was sold, around 1922. 
During this later phase, large artefacts were again deposited, perhaps during the time of 
renovation or while the floor was in poor condition.  
 

4.1.2 Artefacts 
 
• Glass:  Glass artefacts ranged from beads to bottles.  Beads are difficult to date and 

are small enough to have fallen through the floor at any time.  However the bottles 
are another matter.  The sample of bottle glass from Rooms 5 and 6 was quite wide 
both in the chronological and functional sense.  The oldest bottle glass represented 
alcohol bottles from the mid-19th Century:  from the 1840s to the 1860s.  Although all 
bottle glass was fragmented, some bases were present, allowing dating of their 
manufacture.  It is possible that these bottles related to a previous period of 
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occupation of the land or to the construction phase of the Gorrick Building.  The 
second sample of glass related to the period from 1890 through to the First World 
War.  This collection was much wider in its typology.  During this period a number of 
food bottles were deposited including oils, vinegars and various wide mouthed jars, 
probably for pickles or spreads.  As well there were a number of patent medicine 
bottles, probably castor oil or other tonics, indicated by blue glass, which was used by 
manufacturers to symbolise purity.  One interesting glass item was a flat lens from a 
pair of spectacles.  Other glass items included marbles, decorative cord ends and 
beads. 

 
Window glass related to a wide period occurred in the deposit.  There was some 
crown window glass, produced before the 1870s, as well as slightly thicker cylinder 
glass probably produced in the 1870s or 1880s.  Other window glass was post 1910. 

 
• Ceramics:  Ceramics in the deposit appeared in many forms and through a wide 

chronology as well.  Some of the domestic transfer ware appears to date to the mid-
19th century, featuring ornate, scenic designs in purples and browns, colours in vogue 
at that period.  Other ceramics include Scottish porter beer bottles, which were made 
in the same way from the mid-19th Century till about 1900.  Other items in ceramic 
were a marble, buttons, a mid 19th Century pipe bowl and a small mustard or salt 
spoon.  Other items, produced in ceramic initially, but later in bakelite, were electrical 
fittings.  A number of these early ceramic fittings were located in the deposit in 
Rooms 5 and 6.  These were probably discarded during renovations around the 1920 
period.  After the 1930s, many items which had been made of ceramic in the 19th 
Century, were produced in the much cheaper and more versatile material, plastic. 

 
• Plastic:  Only a very small proportion of artefacts were made of plastic giving a 

further indication of the period in which the deposit was accumulated.  The oldest of 
the plastic objects was a toothbrush in the same pattern as those from the 19th Century 
but moulded from xylonite rather than shaped from bone as was previously done.  
Other items made of plastic were a bead, a brooch and part of a toy spoon.  The latest 
date of manufacture for any of the plastic artefacts was probably the 1950s, possibly a 
little earlier.  This indicates that ordinary domestic activity had ceased in this part of 
the house during the 1940s or early 1950s. 

 
• Metal: A number of metals were represented in the deposit; iron and steel, copper, 

brass and zinc. Significantly there was no aluminium, which was not a commonly 
used metal until the 1940s.  Predictably, the most common metal was iron in the form 
of steel.  Iron fixing materials, nails and screws, featured prominently in this 
category.  These items were highly corroded because of the sandy environment but 
could be categorized into types dating from the mid - to late 19th Century.  Most of 
the nails were wire types but a number were cut nails featuring square shanks dating 
from the 1850s to the 1880s.  Screws were all pointed, indicating that they had been 
manufactured between the 1860s and the present day.   Indeed, a number of 
plasterboard self-tapping types were in the deposit, indicative of repair work carried 
out in the 1980s or 1990s. 

 
Apart from construction materials, other items made of iron, were pins, needles, 
safety pins, razor blades, bottle tops, stationery items and hairdressing aids, indicating 
the presence of women and men carrying on normal domestic activities in these 
rooms.  Most of these items appeared to have been deposited during the 20th Century, 
probably coinciding with the end of the period of use of Rooms 5 and 6 as living 
areas.  It appeared that the fireplaces were sealed some time in the 1960s, a number of 
newspapers being left, perhaps as a type of time capsule.  Along with the newspapers 
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was a well preserved can, which once contained deep cream Robbialac enamel (gloss 
house paint).  This paint dates from the 1940s. 

 
A number of other metals were represented in the deposit under Rooms 5 and 6. 
Copper and copper alloys were present as coins from the first quarter of the 20th 
Century.  Also recovered were a token dating from the late 19th Century or early 20th 
Century, insulated copper wire, copper boat nails, the chain from a cistern, and a 
number of 19th Century buttons.  A small amount of lead was excavated, probably 
used as flashing and washers for roofing nails. 

 
Other materials excavated included bones and shells.  Some pieces of bone were quite 
substantial in size but all were from domesticated stock, some with indications of 
butchery.  Because of reasons previously stated, it is difficult to understand how large 
bones came to be in the sub-floor deposit.  Perhaps they too dated to a period before 
the building was constructed.  Much of Newcastle is built on fill and the most easily 
obtained fill was sand which plagued the town as it constantly blew across from the 
beaches.  Any imported sand fill would have contained shells.  However, the shells 
represented estuarine types rather than seashells. 

 
4.1.3 Summary 

 
The chronology and typology of artefacts from the site of Rooms 5 and 6, pointed to a 
number of material conclusions.  There appear to have been at least two major phases of 
use in these two rooms.  As well, there are strong indications that the site had been in use 
for a period of years before the Gorrick Building was constructed.  The presence of 
alcohol bottles, which can be confidently dated to the 1850s or 60s, in one concentrated 
area of the under-floor, would tend to indicate that they represent activity that had taken 
place well before Gorrick’s construction. They were too large to have been deposited 
after the construction of the floor and too early to have been deposited during 
construction.  As well as the bottle glass, large bones had found their way into the sub-
floor area.  There is a good chance that these had also been deposited prior to Gorrick’s 
construction period.  
 
The first phase of use of the two rooms in question was during the period from its 
construction, in or about the late 1870s, through to about the time of the First World War.  
During this time the rooms appear to have been used for their intended purposes of 
kitchen and scullery.  This use is evidenced by the large volume of broken domestic 
ceramics.  Most of this ceramic seems to be of good quality.  As the pieces are very small, 
they probably found their way into the sub-floor space through gaps in the floor, They 
would simply be evidence of the normal breakages which occur from time to time in the 
best ordered of households.  There are very few multiple piece samples of any one 
pattern. The ceramics represent the usual articles found in 19th Century dinner sets: plates 
of various sizes and shapes, bowls for various purposes, serving pieces, vessels for table 
decorations, cups and saucers. The selection indicates that the household was probably 
fairly formal and respectable during this period. In addition, fragments of high quality 
flint glass vessels added to the impression of prosperity and a certain affluence. 
 
The second phase of domestic occupation appears to have lasted from the 1920s or 
perhaps a little earlier until the 1950s, after which time evidence tails off for the rooms 
being used as living areas.  Evidence from this second phase suggests that these rooms 
had a much wider use than they had had during the initial period of use.  This is indicated 
by the much wider typology in artefacts and the suggestion that constant maintenance or 
minor internal changes were indicated by the amount of construction material present in 
the deposit.  Some of these materials were probably deposited as late as the 1980s. 
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It appears that electricity was probably connected in the 1890s or shortly thereafter.  A 
number of fittings typical of this period occur in the deposit.  Metal conduit, rubber and 
cloth insulated copper wire and porcelain switches and fittings were common items 
recovered.  These early fittings seem to have been changed when the rooms were 
renovated during the 1920s. 
 
The more general use of the rooms is indicated by the presence of 20th Century razor 
blades, cheap costume jewellery, plastic buttons, cheap pre-war Japanese ceramics and 
fragments of linoleum.  Whereas the early bottles in the deposit were appropriate in some 
way to a scullery or a kitchen, the later bottles had contained medications, cosmetics, 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks as well as foods, chemicals and ink.  What this 
probably means is that the living space for the occupants at this stage was limited.   
 
All of these considerations, coupled with observation of some of the structural forms of 
the building pre-demolition (a timber staircase abutting the exterior of  the southern wall 
of Room 5 leading to the hall modified out of Room 2) raise the question whether the 
Gorrick Building may have been converted into two, two-storey apartments. 
 
Whatever the actual later uses were, the fabric of the building changed according to need, 
both in the sense of the special requirements of successive owners and occupants and 
maintenance.  The alterations to the building involved the use of materials that were not 
sympathetic to the original fabric, but rather those that were effective as well as cheap and 
expedient. 
 
 

4.2 THE GORRICK BUILDING PRECINCT 
 

4.2.1 Overview 
 
The Gorrick Building was built some time before 1886, probably around 1880.  When the 
archaeological excavation was undertaken, the floors had been removed and the exposed 
ground surface was sand revealed as raw sand.  The whole area presented as having 
suffered considerable disturbance, to the point of almost total destruction of spatial and 
stratigraphic integrity.  The original floors had been replaced with suspended concrete, 
slabs probably some time in the 1960s. 
 
The artefacts have been dated between the 1860s and the 1960s.  Many of the early 
artefacts were black bottles which had originally contained either beer or spirits.  Another, 
possibly very early glass artefact, was the neck of a flint glass decanter with three applied 
rings.  This style of decanter was current during the last decade of the 18th Century. 
 

4.2.2 Glass 
 
The sample of glassware included items representing many of the uses to which glass was 
put in the 19th Century and early 20th Century.  Included in the glass collection were 
fragments of beer, wine and spirits bottles, only one of which postdated the 19th Century 
(a 1942 beer bottle).  Perhaps this bottle dated to the time when the concrete floor was 
laid in that part of the building.  There were a number of aerated water bottles 
representing several patents, which gave some indication of their dates.  Identification of 
the manufacturer gives an even more accurate insight into when the bottle was deposited. 
There were the remains of two imported English Hamilton patent soft drink bottles.  It is 
unlikely that cordials were imported much after the 1860s as local makers were well and 
truly supplying the market by this time.  Indeed two of them are represented, Redman, 
who operated from 1865 and A F Moore who made cordials in Newcastle from 1873. 
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There were a number of food bottles in the deposit, two pickle bottles, a preserving jar 
and two salad oil bottles. A bottle embossed with Hora & Co’, rectangular in section, was 
found as well as some small pieces of blue bottles that had once contained medicines.  Of 
the window glass present, one sample suggested a date in the 1860s and another in the 
1870s.  Pieces of early perfume bottles made up the rest of the glass sample. 
 

4.2.3 Ceramics  
 
The ceramics classification has been divided into two groups, one being the rough or 
industrial type which was mainly salt-glazed stoneware and the other domestic wares 
suitable for the genteel tastes of the respectable in the 19th Century.  
 
A number of ginger beer bottles were found, one being a good chronological marker; 
Nathan Welham went out of business as a potter in 1865.  As stone ginger beer bottles 
were throw-away items, it was probably dumped sometime shortly after consumption of 
its contents.  Other items in this class included a porter bottle, a storage jar and a Doulton 
of Lambeth ink jar. A small piece of a 19th Century clay smoking pipe was also in the 
deposit. 
 
The fine ceramic sample consisted of a large amount of 19th Century and early 20th 
Century tableware, decorative ware and some chamber pots.  One interesting cup was 
made in Japan, probably in the 1920s or 30s.  An electrical insulator, probably from a 
telephone pole, was also found. 
 

4.2.4 Metal 
 
The metal in the deposit consisted of 19th Century nails, quite early machine made screws, 
electrical conduit from the 1920s, hoop iron, a door lock and an offcut of copper pipe 
from a fairly recent plumbing job.  All of these items could be associated with building 
construction and repair.  A 1908 penny and another dated 1927 probably reflect the time 
when this building was still being used for domestic purposes, as does a corroded bone-
handled knife. 
 
Possibly the most significant item was a large collection of pieces of a cast-iron cooking 
pot, deposited in the south-eastern corner of the footings of Room 7.  This assemblage 
was found in association with the five large fragments and a collection of small fragments 
of a boot.  The stratigraphic location of these items suggests that they were placed 
deliberately, out of craft custom and usage and in deference to superstitions that trades 
have held for centuries.  Essentially, the belief was that the placement of such items 
would deflect evil from the house and its occupants and ensure their future good fortune9. 
 
The bones in the deposit appear to relate to the early period of the building. They were 
bovine and ovine. Some showed butchery marks.  
 
 

4.3 THE PRIVY PRECINCT 
 

4.3.1 Overview 
 
The collection of artefacts excavated from the Privy Precinct represent the full span of 
time that this site had been occupied by Europeans.  Some of the bottle glass dated to the 
1850s, whereas window glass in the same deposit dated to the first quarter of the 20th 
                                                      
9 Evans, I, 2006:  6-7 
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Century.  Evidence suggested that cesspits were first used before the construction of 
sewerage reticulation.  When sewerage reticulation was available, the cesspits were 
cleared and back-filled with sand into which rubbish was mixed.  Necessary pipeworks 
were installed to connect the privies to mains and they were then capped with suspended 
cement slab flooring.  Flushing ceramic pedestals were installed and the cisterns were 
wall mounted above and behind the suites.  During demolition of the above ground 
structures of the privies, the floor of the western privy(ies) was broken in and pieces of 
broken toilet suites and a urinal were deposited in the residual cesspit.  This section of the 
cesspit was subsequently excavated to a depth of ≈1.5 metres.   
 

4.3.2 Artefacts –Glass 
 
The glass bottle material from this deposit all date to the mid-to late 19th Century.  Most 
of the bottles originally contained alcohol in one form or another. The other pieces of 
glass relate to the demolition.  There are a number of pieces of privacy glass, either 
reinforced with wire, or patterned on both sides, both related to the period 1930s-1950s. 
 
Assuming that the cesspit had an operational life that lasted until the sewer was connected 
some time during the last few years of the 19th Century or the first few years of the 20th, 
the deposition of mid 19th Century material becomes problematical, given that cesspits 
were cleaned out periodically. 
 

4.3.3 Ceramics 
 
A large amount of ceramic material was found in the cesspit, largely consisting of broken 
pipes and toilet pedestal material dating to the early years of the 20th Century.  However, 
included in the deposit were quite a number of fragments of ginger beer bottles which are 
quite good chronological markers in two respects.  At least some of the fragments 
featured the name of Nathan Welham who was a potter in the Burwood (Merewether, a 
Newcastle suburb) area from the late 1850s until 1866, when he went out of business.  As 
ceramic ginger beer bottles were unable to be cleaned they were single-use items.  It is 
unlikely that they would have been kept for long after purchase.  Thus it can be fairly 
confidently suggested that the deposit in the cesspit dates to the 1860s.  This tallies with 
the age of the bottle glass found associated in the deposit.  Perhaps this 19th Century fill 
was moved from a refuse heap somewhere in the near vicinity. 
 
Of particular interest among this typology were pieces of a urinal in vitrified earthenware.  
The urinal was impressed T. Twyford, Hanley.  Thomas Twyford marked his products in 
this fashion and terminology until 1898.  Apart from its temporal contribution, the urinal 
also tends to indicate the character of the post-conversion privy block.  It makes the clear 
suggestion that the western privy stalls were intended for male use, while (by derivation) 
the eastern stalls were intended for females.  In this context, the privy block appears to 
have been developed for use (possibly continued use) in a commercial environment. 
 

4.3.4 Slate 
 
It appears likely that the pieces of slate from the deposit are from a damp course, probably 
from the toilet structure itself.  It is entirely consistent with the 1860s period as damp 
courses were being used by that time and slate was the material of choice, for its 
impervious properties and thin section. 
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4.3.5 The Privy Building 
 
At the time of archaeological examination the brickwork of the building had, in most part, 
been demolished to dampcourse level.  Two of the extant walls, while constructed of 
Gulliver’s sandstock bricks, were laid in two parallel rows using stack bond.  This 
indicates that the work was either that of an amateur or that it was a very hasty and rough 
construction.  The westernmost wall appeared to be an original structure also constructed 
(of Gulliver’s sandstocks, but in this case, in English bond).  Gullivers produced 
sandstocks from 1867 until the 1890s, when they went out of business. 
 

4.3.6 Metal 
 
All of the metal located in the privy was ferrous and related to the period after the sewer 
connection had been made.  Nails, screws and fixings were all of mass produced types.  
One piece of an enamelled sink was salvaged. 
 

4.3.7 Domestic Ceramics 
 
Apart from the sanitary ware already described, the ceramics recovered from the privy 
were all fragments of tableware from the mid- to late 19th Century.  The collection was 
not extensive, amounting to not much more than a few plates, cups and bowls. However, 
there were no conjoins which means that the collection represents many more items.  This 
suggests that the material in the deeper parts of the privy may have been transported from 
elsewhere and disposed of in the pit when it was back-filled. 
 

4.3.8 Conclusions 
 
The artefact material, in the privy, indicates that there were two major depositions of 
rubbish.  The older material was deposited first, but this may have been a long time after 
it had been originally discarded.  As mentioned previously, the bottle glass dates from 
between the mid-19th Century and the 1880s.  This also seems to have been the case with 
the ceramic tableware and stoneware ginger beer bottles (dated from the 1860s).  It 
therefore appears that this glass and ceramic material possibly had been deposited in a 
sandy ad hoc dump, probably nearby, until the opportunity arose to fill the cesspit, 
probably in the late 1890s.  Much later, during the demolition of the toilet building, the 
remains of the pipework, pedestals and urinal fell into the upper layer of the old cesspit.  
Little can be discerned about the social or material lives of the people who used the 
facility except to say that the toilet block, after it was sewered, served more than a family.   
 
The combination of size and configuration of the privy block, its apparent separation into 
male and female facilities and the range and style of sanitary ware artefacts suggest that 
the convenience may have related to commercial premises in Bolton Street or Hunter 
Street or perhaps one of the places of entertainment or an accommodation venue. 
 
 

4.4 THE REAR OF ELDON CHAMBERS 
 
The artefact deposit at the rear of Eldon Chambers was identified while monitoring the 
bulk excavation of the retaining wall of the Gorrick Building precinct.  The assemblage 
was contained in a small area, apparently a pit ≈600 mm square and ≈750 mm deep. It 
seems clear that a pit had been dug to bury the rubbish or, perhaps, the refuse had been 
tipped in a discrete body, behind the wall as part of the retaining wall backfill.  Either way 
it has left an uncontaminated collection of artefacts from the mid-19th Century to about 
1870.  What is not clear is how such a large collection of household objects, almost 
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exclusively glass or ceramic and temporally differentiated, came to be associate in one 
deposit.  If it had been a household rubbish disposal, open for an extended time, items of 
organic origin and metal might have been expected to show in the deposit.  In fact, one 
small piece of bone, showing butchery marks, was the only other material found. 
 

4.4.1 Ceramics 
 
The collection of ceramics consisted of all the usual objects that would be anticipated in a 
domestic deposit of the mid-19th Century.  Objects from the kitchen were well represented 
in the form of plates, cups, bowls and jugs.  Fragments of chamber pots also occurred as 
well as vases and storage jars. One large fragment of chamber pot or bowl was impressed 
J. & G. Meakin, a form of mark used by that firm between 1851 and 1890.  A blacking 
bottle added to the domestic nature of the items in the deposit.  The quality of the 
ceramics in the collection added to the perception that the socio-economic level of the 
people who were responsible for depositing the objects was reasonably high.  
 

4.4.2 Glass 
 
The glass from the rear of the Eldon building, is also able to be dated to the period from 
1850 to 1870.  The bulk of bottles had contained alcohol, but there are a number of bottles 
from different categories.  A number of medicine bottles were present, two of which 
could be identified by the trade mark: Hora & Co, London.  As well, a French aromatic 
flavouring bottle was included in the deposit.  The surprising feature of this bottle was 
that it had been free blown into a mould leaving a large sharp pontil scar. Such bottle-
making techniques had been largely abandoned by the 1840s.  The fabric of this bottle 
was expensive flint glass, an indication that its contents were valuable and expected to 
last for a long time. 
 
Part of a French perfume bottle was excavated, embossed with the word Paris.  This 
bottle also featured a rough pontil scar indicating its free-blown origin.  The parts of two 
French wine bottles indicate that the tastes of the consumers were discriminating and that 
they were living in comfortable circumstances:  the equivalent colonial product was 
apparently not adequately refined for their palates.  To indulge in the wines, high quality 
wine glasses were needed and the remains of two of these were in the deposit, along with 
two parts of a ground glass tumbler. 
 
Local manufacture of aerated waters began around the 1850s, so the presence of a number 
of imported patent soda bottles, embossed with British addresses, helps to suggest quite 
an early date for this collection.  The only local aerated water maker represented was G.E. 
Redman who commenced cordial manufacture in Newcomen Street, Newcastle, in 1865. 
 

4.4.3 Summary 
 
The ‘Rear Eldon Chambers Precinct’ assemblage is an odd collection of artefacts in a 
number of ways:   
 
• there is no evidence of contamination by any artefacts outside a fairly restricted 

chronological span from the mid-1850s through to about 1870.  This would tend to 
suggest that the dumping was an isolated event and that the refuse was not added to 
thereafter; 

 
• it is also unusual in that the assemblage exclusively comprised household ceramics or 

glass objects.  The glass was mainly concerned with the drinking of liquids, whether 
alcohol, soft drinks or medicines; 
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• the third interesting feature is that so many glass and ceramic objects would be 

available for disposal at one time.  It is reasonable to question why a household would 
save numerous ceramic objects for disposal in a single event.  Even if the source of 
the waste was a hotel or place offering hospitality, it is unlikely that so many 
disparate ceramic objects would become available for disposal concurrently; 

 
• another odd feature of the assemblage was the relative scarcity of teacups and 

saucers.  Only six fragments of ceramic cups, totalling less than 70 g, was identified 
in the assemblage and no saucers (fragments) were identified. 

 
The quality of the ceramic; porcelain, stoneware, bone china and earthenware, indicated 
that the people who discarded the material were relatively affluent.  Amongst the 
collection were a number of pieces of quite ornate porcelain and stoneware vases. A 
number of the fragments of plates and cups featured gold rims, an expensive addition to 
pottery in any period.  Beside the high quality ceramics were found a number of 
utilitarian wares in the form of blacking bottles.  These bottles contained a black liquid 
that was used for blacking boots before polishing or for blacking stovetops. 
 
The glass containers were mainly alcohol bottles, but soft drink, cosmetic and medicine 
bottles were also found.  The identifiable wine bottles were apparently French as was a 
perfume bottle and a bottle which once contained an aromatic substance, possibly an 
alcoholic essence.  An interesting feature of all of these French bottles was that they 
featured raw pontil scars, usually a feature of free- blown bottles manufactured before 
1840. 
 
Most Australian towns had their own cordial manufacturers by the 1850s.  Newcastle was 
no exception. Yet, this deposit contained Hamilton’s Patent bottles which had apparently 
contained imported soft drinks. None were complete enough to identify the makers, but 
the addresses, partly visible, were British.  The only Newcastle cordial maker with a 
bottle in the deposit was G. E. Redman, commenced in 1865.  If this disposal of rubbish 
was a single and discrete event, as the evidence suggests, then this bottle provides an 
earliest possible date for that to happen.  All of the evidence contained in the artefacts 
indicated that a reasonably affluent household was living nearby at this time. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
EJE Architecture, on behalf of W Stronach Pty Ltd (the company), commissioned Umwelt 
(Australia) Pty Limited to undertake the study and assessment of the historical archaeology 
the land contained within the boundaries of the former Town Allotments 62, 63, 64 and 65 
fronting, excepting the land occupied by the present site of the present Union Trustee 
Building  (the study area).  The former Allotments 62 and 64 have a frontage to Bolton 
Street, and Allotments 63 and 65 front Newcomen Street, Newcastle.  The company 
proposes to re-develop the study area for residential and commercial occupation by adaptive 
re-use of the major component of an existing structure and by the construction of a 
substantial new building.  The proposal is subject to the perceived needs for management of 
historical heritage.  Historical studies have shown that the study area accommodated a range 
of buildings and uses over a period in excess of 150 years.  These buildings and uses are 
dealt with in detail hereunder. 
 

This report documents the study and assessment of the study area.  The evaluation of the 
historical archaeology of the study area has been made according to standardised criteria, by 
reference to the determinable individual elements of its context physical properties and their 
collective values as components of the historical heritage of the study area and its locality.  
This report does not address the potential of the study area as a resource for Aboriginal 
cultural heritage. 
 
 

1.1 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
 
Historical material relating to the settlement and development of the study area is diverse, 
episodic and limited in detail.  This study integrates the results of investigation of the 
archaeological and historical records and the spatial evidence of the study area.  The 
principal objective of the study was to identify material cultural evidence that may be located 
on the study area or at some risk from direct or peripheral effects of the projected re-
development.   
 
Within the framework of this general objective, the study was undertaken on the basis that it 
may identify archaeological resources within, and provide insights into the development of, 
the study area and its occupational and social fabric that are not available from the historical 
record.  In abstract, archaeological interpretation of the study area individually, and 
collectively/comparatively with other archaeological and historical studies, may allow the 
pursuit of such relevant themes as: 
 
• the economical use of land in the development of a central business district during the 

19th and early 20th Centuries; 
 
• the evolution of construction methodology from the latter part of the 19th and early 20th 

Centuries and the selective recycling of land; 
 
• the social component of mixed residential and commercial land use in a developing city; 
 
• the relationship between effective land-use and commercial/industrial activity; 
  
• in respect of all of the above, the different emphases and inferences that may attach to 

the historical phases of use/occupation/development of the study area. 
 
Within this context, this study makes an evaluation of the cultural significance of the 
archaeological resource of the study area and of the impact on heritage values of the 
proposed future use.  After reviewing issues and options for management, recommendations 
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are made about the management of the archaeological/heritage values of the study area and 
its environs.  
 
 

1.2 LOCATION AND FEATURES OF THE STUDY AREA 
 
The study area is located over the greater part of the former Allotments 62, 63, 64 and 65, 
Town of Newcastle (Dangar 1824;  White 1845, 1854).  The Allotments have frontages to 
Bolton and Newcomen Streets in the Newcastle CBD. 
 
Other relevant information about the location of the study area is shown in Table 1.1. 
 

Table 1.1 - Location Data 
 

Topographic Map Sheet 9232-2-S Newcastle 

Grid reference/range (centre) 386075.635590 

Allotments  62, 63, 64 & 65, Town/City Newcastle 

Parish Newcastle  

County Northumberland 

Local Government Area Newcastle City 

 
 
The regional location of the study area is shown on Figure 1.1 and the study area is defined 
in Figure 1.2. 
 
 

1.3 METHODOLOGY AND REPORTING 
 
This study and analysis has been undertaken broadly within the framework of the NSW 
Heritage Manual of the Heritage Office and the Department of Urban Affairs and Planning, 
NSW.  The sequential steps of the study have been as follows:  
 
• the archaeological and historical records of the study area have been researched, with 

particular attention to dominant aspects of its post-contact occupation and land use.  
Research results are abstracted in Sections 2 and 3 respectively; 

 
• the spatial context of the study area has been determined by field survey, with particular 

attention for  previously identified elements.  The observations made during field survey 
were recorded by field notes and the results are presented in Section 4; 

 
• on the basis of a synthesis of the elements of context, the sensitivity of the study area has 

been zoned into areas of high, moderate and low archaeological potential.  The zoning  
of the study area is defined and planned in Section 5; 

 
• the cultural significance of the archaeological resource has been assessed and a formal 

statement of cultural significance is contained  in Section 6; 
 
• the condition and integrity of the archaeological resource has been reviewed and an 

evaluation made of the physical impact of proposed use.  In consequence of these 
considerations and of the statement of significance, this report contains a statement of 
heritage impact.  These aspects are dealt with in Section 7;  
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• the report identified the issues and options for management of the archaeological 
resource and its values in the environment of its proposed future use, and makes 
recommendations for their management, in Section 8.  

 
 

1.4 STUDY PERSONNEL 
 
Paul Rheinberger, Senior Archaeologist, Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited conducted the 
review and research of the archaeological and historical contexts, and the field investigation 
of the spatial context.  He wrote this report. 
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 
 
The land-based archaeology of the locality of the study area appears not to have been 
previously studied in detail, although the surrounding area was undoubtedly reconnoitred in 
the course of the heritage studies for the Newcastle LEP (1999) and the Hunter REP (1989). 
The Newcastle LEP recorded only: 
 
• ‘Eldon Chambers (former), 24 Bolton Street’ as being within the study area. 
 
Otherwise, the nearest recording on the Bolton Street frontage was: 
 
• ‘Union Trustee Building, 18-20 Bolton Street’. 
 
The Hunter REP recorded no sites and/or heritage resources within or closely proximate to 
the study area. 
 
Research of the Register of the National Estate maintained by the Australian Heritage 
Commission, the State Heritage Register and State Heritage Inventory maintained by the 
NSW Heritage Council, and the Register of the National Trust (NSW) disclosed no heritage 
resources within or proximate to the study area that are not disclosed in the Newcastle LEP 
and Hunter REP. 
 
Entries relevant to searches of the NSW State Heritage Inventory and the Register of the 
National Estate are copied in Appendix 1 of this report.  The Register of the National Estate, 
in particular, defines the ‘Newcastle Conservation Area’ and it is confirmed that the study 
area falls outside the boundaries of this registered heritage resource. 
 



Historical Archaeology DRAFT Historical Context 
Bolton & Newcomen Streets, Newcastle  

 Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited 
1564/R01/V1 February 2002 3.1 

3.0 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 
The historical research of the use, occupation and development of the study area has been 
limited specifically to those contexts and areas that have a direct relationship to 
archaeological study and the evaluation of historic heritage of the study area.   
 
The original design of the town of Newcastle divided what is now part of the central 
business district into allotments (Dangar 1823).  Partly because the original development of 
the study area was on Allotments 62, 63, 64 and 65, and partly because these land divisions 
can be reasonably readily identified, the historical development of the study area is described 
in these terms.  For this purpose, Allotments 62 and 64 (Sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2) have been 
related by their frontage to Bolton Street, and Allotments 63 and 65 are similarly related by 
their frontage to Newcomen Street (Sections 3.2.1 and 3.2.2).   Because of the historical 
background of parcels of land, dimensions are given in imperial and metric measures to their 
nearest equivalents.  
 
 

3.1 THE BOLTON STREET FRONTAGE 
 
The Bolton Street elevation of the study area takes in: 
 
• all but approximately 32 feet (9.75 metres) and can be understood as ‘the southern half’ 

of the frontage of the former Allotment 62, and  
 
• the whole of the frontage of the former Allotment 64, to that street.  
 
The combined frontage of the study area to Bolton Street is 27.86 metres (~91’5”).  The 
various components of this land are dealt with in Sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. 
 

3.1.1 The Former Allotment 62 
 
Allotment 62 was originally ‘ordered’ by Edward Priest and was granted to him (Dangar 
1823).  According to Meehan’s survey of the town in 1818 (Meehan 1818), the subject land 
had not been used for any government purpose earlier and Dangar’s survey showed no 
development on the land, in an environment of sparse and widely spread town improvement.  
Armstrong’s survey of Newcastle of 1830 (Armstrong 1830), partially defined the alignment 
of Bolton Street and also defined what appears to be Allotments 62 and 63.  No 
improvements were shown on either allotment but the footprint of a building and outhouse 
was shown across the major part of the surveyed carriageway of Bolton Street, extending to 
abut the northern boundary of Allotment 62.  There is no indication of the nature or 
ownership of this building. 
 
White’s survey of the town in 1845 (White 1845) recorded the position of very few buildings 
but Allotment 62 is shown to Priest, although this indication may simply reflect the 
convention of recording against allotments the name of the grantee (although the land 
currently may not have been in that person’s ownership).  White’s survey of 1854 (White 
1854) was more indicative, recording that by that time, a building had been erected across 
the whole of the frontage of Allotment 62.  This building was not described and the land was 
still shown in the hands of Priest.  Although the same constraints apply generally to reading 
too much into this, in his survey White recorded that some of the town allotments had 
changed hands1.  
                                                      
1 For example, Allotment 60 shows, ‘Jos. Threw now Bridgt Harris’ [correctly Joseph Thew] and Allotment 68 

shows, ‘L Duguid formerly A Shand’, while Allotment 61, originally granted to John Brown, was now 
shown to Dennis Thomas. 
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The Surveyor General’s survey of the town in 1873 (Surveyor General 1873) recorded the 
position of few of the buildings of the town and makes no useful contribution concerning 
Allotment 62, but in the latter part of 1884, the allotment had apparently been already re-
developed.  Part of a building on the northern frontage of the allotment was used as an 
annexe (the Billiard Room) of the Criterion Hotel that occupied the Bolton Street-Hunter 
Street south-western corner and part was used as the office of the Newcastle Permanent 
Investment and Building Society.  A building on the southern frontage of the allotment 
appears to have been occupied by ‘Dr Inglis, surgeon’ and by ‘Geo Mitchell, shipping 
agent’.  (Gray & Milton 1885:59) 
 
In 1886, the re-development of the allotment was plotted when Mahlstedt and Gee, 
Surveyors, prepared a detailed survey of the improvements in the business area (Mahlstedt & 
Gee 1886).   A three-storey building identified to, and presumably owned by, the Newcastle 
Permanent Investment and Building Society was shown with a 32’0”  (9.753 metres) 
frontage to Bolton Street, by depth of approximately 50’ (15.239 metres), on the northern 
side of Allotment 62 (thus outside the ambit of present project) and appears to have been the 
building now referred to as the Union Trustee Building.   Behind the Building Society 
building were two semi-detached outhouses, one of which abutted the rear elevation of the 
London Chartered Bank building.  At the rear of the allotment, straddling the boundary 
between Allotments 62 and 63, stood a building that was possibly a store or service building.  
By its orientation, this appeared to address Hunter Street, the land to its north (part of 
Allotment 60) being vacant.  
 
On the southern side of the allotment stood the two-storey boarding house of C Yates, with a 
detached two-storey annexe or outbuilding immediately at rear.  Further to the west stood 
two semi-detached  single-storey outbuildings and, straddling the southern sector of the rear 
boundary with Allotment 63, another outhouse (probably single-story).  The use of the 
outbuildings was not identified. 
 
In the eleven years following Mahlstedt & Gee (1886), the development of the former 
Allotment 62 appears to have been resolved quickly.  The southern frontage to Hunter Street 
had been fully occupied by a series of semi-detached buildings, probably commercial at 
street level and residential above.  The Building Society was still in occupation of the 
building at the northern frontage of Allotment 62 and the two semi-detached outhouses were 
still in position, the smaller (eastern) being identified as a urinal.  The building formerly 
straddling the rear boundary was not indicated but in its place, apparently wholly within the 
Allotment boundaries, were a substantial building and a detached smaller structure that may 
have been an extension of the larger, older semi-detached building (Department of Lands 
1897). 
  
On the southern side of the allotment, the boarding house building was then identified as the 
‘Central Coffee Palace’ and the detached outbuilding at its rear appeared intact.  All of the 
outbuildings had been demolished and virtually the whole of the south-western sector of the 
allotment was occupied by a single, large building that abutted the western wall of the 
outbuilding.   
 
As late as 1922, the footprint of structural improvements on the allotment remained 
substantially unaltered from 1897.  The Building Society had vacated the building on the 
northern frontage, of which the ground and first floors contained offices and the second floor 
was connected to the Criterion Hotel and was used as ‘Hotel Staff Rooms’.  A third storey 
appears to have been added to the former Central Coffee Palace/boarding house, then 
identified as the ‘Doctors Flats’.  The outbuildings at the rear of the allotment were identified 
as ‘Sample Rooms’ and a connection appears to have been built between the large rear 
outbuildings on the northern and southern side of the allotment.  (SL George Rees 1922) 
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All of the buildings on Allotment 62 were demolished post 1922, other than the former 
Building Society building, the present Union Trustee Building.  The site of the latter is not 
within the project area.  The site of the demolished buildings has been occupied by the 
present Newcastle Morning Herald building, or as a facility for employees of that business.  
Having regard to the nature and scale of the Newcastle Morning Herald building, 
considerable damage might be expected to have been suffered by sub-surface remains of the 
outbuildings on Allotment 62. 
 

3.1.2 The Former Allotment 64 
 
Allotment 64 was originally applied for by John Pike and was granted to him (Dangar 1823).  
According to Meehan’s survey of the town in 1818 (Meehan 1818), the subject land had not 
been used for any government purpose earlier and Dangar’s survey showed no development 
on the land, in the environment mentioned above.  Armstrong’s survey of Newcastle of 1830 
(Armstrong 1830), partially defined the alignment of Bolton Street, including Allotment 62 
immediately north of Allotment 64.  No improvements were shown on the allotment, the 
nearest buildings appearing to be that mentioned above within the surveyed carriageway of 
Bolton Street and another on Allotment 55, with a frontage to the eastern alignment of the 
street. There is no indication of the nature or ownership of the latter building although the 
land was applied for by Patrick Riley who probably still owned the land in 1845 but had sold 
to George Furber within the following nine years (White 1845, 1854). 

As mentioned above, White (1845) recorded the position of very few buildings but 
Allotment 64 was shown in the hands of Pike, although this indication may simply reflect the 
convention of recording against allotments the name of the grantee (although the land 
currently may not have been in that person’s ownership).  Although an assertion was 
subsequently made that the allotment ‘had been built upon for 40 or 50 years or more’, 
(Commonwealth Law Reports 1908: 639), White (1854) indicated that the allotment was still 
unimproved and still in the hands of Pike.  As mentioned above, although the same 
constraints apply generally to reading too much into this, in his survey White recorded that 
some of the town allotments had changed hands2.  
 
The Surveyor General (1873), recorded the position of few town buildings, and this plan 
makes no useful contribution concerning Allotment 64, and its recording of Pike as owner is 
likely to be misleading.  By 1884, however, the allotment had apparently been developed.  A 
building on the northern frontage of the allotment was occupied/owned by ‘JA Gorrick, 
solicitor’, an early occupant of what was already established as a legal precinct.  There were 
eight solicitors and firms with offices in Bolton Street between Scott Street and King Street.   
The Court House at this time occupied the north-eastern corner of the Bolton Street-Hunter 
Street intersection, from which position it removed to its site in Church Street, looking down 
Bolton Street, in the late 1890s.  A building on the southern frontage of the allotment housed 
the offices and store of ‘JT & J Toohey, brewers’.  (Gray & Milton 1885:59) 
 
In 1886, the improvements on the allotment were plotted when Mahlstedt and Gee, 
Surveyors, prepared a detailed survey of the improvements in the business area. (Mahlstedt 
& Gee 1886).  The Gorrick building was shown as a three-storey building on a 24’ (7.314 
metres) frontage to Bolton Street, and on the street alignment.  At the rear of the substantial 
building, on the northern side of the allotment rear, were two large and one small outhouses. 
The Gorrick building was apparently erected in the early 1880s and the outbuilding at the 
rear apparently served as privies for all occupants of buildings on the allotment 
(Commonwealth Law Reports 1908: 639 et seq). 
 
On the 26’ (7.92 metres) frontage of the southern side of the allotment stood a single-storey 
building.  This was apparently the building originally occupied by JT and J Toohey and was 

                                                      
2   See footnote 1, above. 
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in two semi-detached units of a total length of approximately 94’ (~24.6 metres).  
Immediately at the rear of this building was a two-storey dwelling occupied by Dr Bowker, a 
well-known medical practitioner. At some time (presumably shortly) afterwards, Dr Bowker 
is said to have taken occupation of all the buildings on the southern side of the allotment, 
however this is open to question.  What is reasonably clear is that at some time shortly after 
1886, another storey was added to the building on the frontage (Commonwealth Law 
Reports 1908: 639) and an awning extended over the footpath (Charleston nd). 
 
Between the buildings on the frontage on the northern and southern sides of the allotment 
was a lane or right of way 10’ (3.047 metres) wide.   The laneway provided access in the 
early stages of development to Dr Bowker’s residence and to the open space of the western 
sector of the allotment. 
 
The basic layout of structure on Allotment 64 appears to have changed little between 1886 
and 1897, although the western unit of the building on the southern frontage was not shown, 
having been replaced by a smaller free-standing ‘shed’.  The former two-storey residence of 
Dr Bowker, behind this building, had become three separate residential units.  During this 
period, the Gorrick building had apparently been subdivided into two separate shops and the 
outhouses appeared in similar positions although the small outhouse appeared to have been 
enlarged. (Department of Lands 1897) The northern shops were occupied by tenants and the 
northern rear outbuildings still served as privies for all occupants of the allotment.  The 
ground floor of the building on the southern frontage had been occupied for many years by 
Bull & Co, merchants, who built the small shed at the rear and used it originally as a store.  
At some time, probably in the mid 1890s, Bull & Co let the first floor of this building, firstly 
to a Mrs Shea and thereafter to a Mrs Callinan who thereafter used the shed as a laundry.  
The residences at the rear were vacated as residence at around the turn of the century, 
although one was used thereafter as a paint store.   Bull & Co vacated the premises in 
October 1906 and Mrs Callinan remained until perhaps later in 1907, after the allotment was 
subdivided and the south-eastern lot  (26’x80’ – 7.92x24.38 metres) was sold to Messrs 
Braye and Cohen, solicitors. (Commonwealth Law Reports 1908: 639 et seq) 
  
The legal partnership of Braye and Cohen was formed on 12 May 1902 between Thomas 
(Alf) Braye and Harry Cohen.  Braye had served his articles of clerkship in Newcastle with 
HJ Brown, one of the occupants of the ‘legal precinct’, and was admitted a solicitor in 1896.  
He practised with Brown for a short time then for another short time on his own account 
before entering the partnership.  Cohen hailed from Maitland and was a member of the 
family of David Cohen, merchant and business entrepreneur.  He took his degree in law from 
a German university, was articled in London and was admitted in England before returning 
to Australia in the late 1890s, where he entered partnership with Mark Mitchell in Sydney.  
He probably came to Newcastle under pressure from his family. (Cohen 1978:1-3) 
 
The partnership offices were opened in Court Chambers, on the corner of Bolton and King 
Streets and remained in this building until late 1906.  The partnership bought the subdivided 
lot of Allotment 64, demolished the Bull & Co building and completed the building of Eldon 
Chambers.  The building, with a façade of late Victorian style, was of two storeys with 
basement, providing office space on the ground floor with storage below, and residential 
quarters for Cohen and his wife on the first floor.  Coleyn Cohen recalled that the office 
space was ‘very cramped’ and the residential floor was ‘pokey’, from the outset.  (Cohen 
1978:3-6)  In due course, when the whole building was taken over by the legal practice, the 
former office door on the northern side of the building was sealed, the dummy alteration 
being tastefully completed.  The southern door, that had served the upstairs flat, then became 
the main entrance door to the office of the legal practice. 
 
The balance of Allotment 64 was separately sold and by 1922, the only buildings shown over 
the surface of the former Allotment 64 were the Gorrick Building on the northern frontage, 
Eldon Chambers on the southern frontage and a small single-storey building in the position 
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and with the footprint of the shed shown in Department of Lands (1897).  The western area 
of the allotment had been cleared.  Both buildings presently remain although some additions 
appear to have been made at the rear of both.  The Newcastle Morning Herald printery, 
paper store and offices were subsequently erected over the greater part of the western sector 
of the former Allotment 64.  This building work has very probably compromised the 
integrity of sub-surface remains of the historical building activity on the allotment. 
 
 

3.2 THE NEWCOMEN STREET FRONTAGE 
 
The Newcomen Street elevation of the study area takes in: 
 
• all but approximately nine feet (2.7 metres) of the frontage of the former Allotment 63, 

and  
 
• the whole of the frontage of the former Allotment 65, to that street.  
 
The combined frontage of the study area to Newcomen Street is 37.615 metres (~123’5”).  
The component allotments of this land are dealt with in Sections 3.2.1 and 3.2.2. 
 

3.2.1 The Former Allotment 63 
 
The original applicant for Allotment 63 was Edward Owen, to whom the land was granted. 
(Dangar 1823) Meehan (1818) indicates that the subject land had not been used for any 
government purpose earlier and Dangar’s survey showed no improvements on the land.  
Armstrong (1830) showed only a derivative definition of the alignment of Newcomen Street 
and also defined what appears to be a curtilage around a building straddling the boundary of 
Allotments 96 and 98, on the western (notional) alignment of Newcomen Street.  There was 
no indication of the nature or ownership of this building, which was the nearest to the 
allotment. 

White (1845) showed no improvement on the allotment, although this is not definitive.  The 
allotment was still recorded in the name of Owen but in White (1854), Owen’s name does 
not appear against the allotment, which is still shown unimproved.  
 
Surveyor General (1873) recorded that Allotment 63 had been subdivided.  A lot containing 
approximately one-quarter of the allotment area had been excised on the north-western 
corner, possibly for commercial purposes, and the balance of the allotment was reserved for 
police purposes.  The latter area was developed by the building of the first Fire Station in 
Newcastle, although this was occupied for only a few years.  In late 1884, the allotment was 
occupied only by the ‘Old Fire Brigade station’.  (Gray & Milton 1885:59) 
 
By 1886, however, the north-western lot was occupied by the single-storey store of J 
O’Grady (on a 14’ [4.266 metres] frontage) on the street alignment.  The balance of the 
allotment was occupied only by two stables at the street alignment, each of 15’ (4.571 
metres) and the encroaching outbuildings straddling the boundary between Allotments 63 
and 62 (mentioned above).  The ‘stables’ may indeed have been the residual buildings of the 
Fire Station. (Mahlstedt & Gee 1886)  
 
Between 1886 and 1897, the development along Hunter Street mentioned above was 
reflected in that of Newcomen Street.  O’Grady’s store had been replaced by the Masonic 
Hall, which occupied most of the north-western lot and was attended by a small outbuilding 
(probably a privy) in the south-eastern corner.  The stables had been replaced by a 
substantial building close to the southern boundary, set back a short distance from the street 
alignment.  The full width of eastern boundary of the residual lot with Allotment 62 was 
occupied by a stable and a fenced yard.  The extent of stable and yard suggests the 
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possibility that the principal building was occupied by a business that routinely undertook 
deliveries. (Department of Lands 1897) 
 
By 1922, the Masonic Hall had been converted and extended to become a two-storey office 
block that occupied virtually the whole of the north-western lot.  On the residual lot, it 
appears that all former buildings were demolished and the single storey ‘Patey’s Building’ 
was constructed at the street alignment, preserving only a laneway between it and the office 
block mentioned above.  A small single-story outbuilding stood against the southern 
boundary immediately behind Patey’s Building.  The north-eastern corner of Patey’s 
Building (abutting the rear of the lane) was splayed, suggesting the movement of heavy 
horse-drawn vehicles from the street to the building that now dominated the allotment, the 
two-story Patey’s warehouse located across most of the eastern boundary of the allotment.  
(SL George Rees 1922) 
 
All of the buildings on Allotment 63 were demolished after 1922. The site of the demolished 
buildings has been occupied by the present Newcastle Morning Herald printery, paper store 
and offices.  Having regard to the nature and scale of the Newcastle Morning Herald 
building, the sub-surface remains of any former buildings on Allotment might be expected to 
have been compromised. 
 

3.2.2 The Former Allotment 65 
 
EG Cory originally took up Allotment 65 (Dangar 1823).  According to Meehan (1818) the 
subject land had not been previously used for any government purpose and Dangar’s survey 
showed the land as unimproved.  Armstrong (1830) notionally defined the alignment of 
Newcomen Street and showed no improvement on the allotment although the earlier 
comments regarding the development around Allotments 96 and 98 are relevant. 

White (1845) recorded Cory as either the owner or original grantee of the allotment but 
showed no improvements but by 1854, two buildings had been erected:  a substantial 
building, approximately 24’ or 25' (7.315 or 7.619 metres) wide was built in the centre of the 
frontage and set back slightly from the street alignment;  abutting the northern boundary of 
the allotment with Allotment 63 and at approximately  half the depth of the allotment was a 
large outbuilding.  There was no indication of the nature of these buildings but the 
owner/grantee was still shown as Cory (subject to the constraints observed above)  (White 
1854).  With some additions, both of these buildings appear to have survived until the turn of 
the 20th century. Surveyor General (1873) makes no contribution concerning Allotment 65. 
 
In 1884, the allotment was occupied by ‘Watson’s Seamen’s Home’, the ‘Central Hall’ and 
‘Fry & Feltham’s’ (the latter a business). (Gray & Milton 1885:59) Although Watson’s 
establishment sounds benevolent, it was actually an inn. (Goold nd)  The layout of the 
buildings so occupied emerged from Mahlstedt & Gee (1886), which showed small additions 
to the two original buildings on the allotment.  The main (frontage) building was 24’ wide, 
of two storeys, the lower storey being of brick.  An addition had been made at the south-
eastern corner of the building and this was Watson’s Seamens’ Home.  What appeared to be 
the old outbuilding had been extended on the eastern side and was occupied at that time by E 
Hudson.  The large addition to the allotment was a building approximately 30’ (~9.14 
metres) wide and 85’ (~25.91 metres) long in the south-eastern corner of the allotment, 
abutting the western elevation of Dr Bowker’s building on Allotment 64 (qv).  This latter 
building was apparently that earlier referred to as the ‘Central Hall’, although in 1886 the 
building appears also to have been occupied by E Hudson. 
 
At the time of Department of Lands (1897), the three major buildings mentioned above 
remained on the allotment, with the addition only of a large outbuilding on the southern 
frontage and three small outbuildings, probably privies.  Although not indicated, the old 
building on the frontage was still an inn,  the ‘Mariners Rest’ (Snowball ~1900) although it 
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was then represented as at an angle to the street alignment.  The large old outbuilding on the 
northern mid-depth of the allotment was given a separate street number (No 21) but its use 
was not indicated.  The former ‘Central Hall’, later Hudson building, was then identified as a 
‘Dancing Saloon’ (possibly an annexe of the inn and possibly a euphemism).  
  
At the time of SL George Rees (1922), the only building remaining on the allotment was the 
former Dancing Saloon/Hudson building/Central Hall, which at this time had been extended 
to two storeys and was occupied as a ‘Sailmakers W[ork]shop’.  There are dark rumours that 
in the latter 19th and early 20th Century, a press gang operated from a base on this or an 
adjoining allotment.  There is little doubt that press gangs(s) worked in Newcastle during this 
period (Goold nd) and if the rumours were correct, the sailmaker’s loft might have been able 
to provide a suitable base. 
 
The remaining building on Allotment 65 was demolished after 1922. The site of all 
demolished buildings has been occupied by the present Newcastle Morning Herald printery, 
paper store and offices.  In view of the nature and scale of the Newcastle Morning Herald 
building, considerable damage might be expected to have been suffered by sub-surface 
remains of former buildings on Allotment 65. 
 
 

3.3 LOCATION OF FORMER BUILDINGS 
 
A composite view of the location of all of the above building improvements on the study 
area, as best as can be plotted, is presented on Figure 1.2.  Buildings have been identified 
numerically and the key to identification, and the sequential development of the study area, 
is detailed in Table 3.1. 
 

Table 3.1 - Detail of Evolution of Buildings on the Study Area  
[refer to Figure 1.2] 

IDENTIFIER SURVEY ALLOTT PARTICULARS OF  BUILDING 

1 65 Frontage building shown,  probably the Sailor’s Home Inn 

2 65 Second building shown,  probably stable/outhouse of the 
Sailor’s Home Inn 

3 

White 1854 

62 Original Building shown 

4 65 Addition to original building, now identified as ‘Watson’s 
Sailor’s Home” 

5 65 Apparent addition to original second building on allotment 

6 65 
Large building, probably built as annexe to Watson’s Sailors 
Home.  Identified on Department of Lands 1897 as 
‘Dancing Saloon’ and  Rees 1922 as ‘Sailmaker’s W’shop’ 

7 64 Large building shown as occupied by Dr Bowker, 
subsequently 3 or 4 residential units 

8 64 Large western outbuilding, either a shed or privy 
9 64 Large eastern outbuilding, probably a privy 

10 64 Small eastern outbuilding, probably a privy, possibly 
detached urinal 

11 64 The two units of the Toohey/Bowker/ tenants/Bull & Co 
building 

12 64 The office and residence of Gorrick, solicitor 

13 62 
Three-storey boarding house. Identified Department of 
Lands 1897 as ‘Central Coffee Palace’ and  Rees 1922 as 
‘Doctor’s Flats’ 

14 

Mahlstedt & 
Gee 1886 

62 Large, two-storey outbuilding, probably kitchen and staff 
quarters for boarding house 
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Table 3.1 - Detail of Evolution of Buildings on the Study Area  

[refer to Figure 1.2] 

IDENTIFIER SURVEY ALLOTT PARTICULARS OF  BUILDING 

15 62 Smaller western outbuilding, probably a two-unit shed (and 
yard [animals?]) 

16 62-63 Encroaching outbuilding seemingly related to #16, possibly 
shed/stable 

17 62-63 Encroaching major building, probably residence, apparently 
addressing Hunter Street 

18 63 

Two-unit building of ‘J O’Grady, Store’.  The rear unit was 
probably a residence.  The building appears to occupy the 
whole of the north-western lot shown as excised, Surveyor 
General 1873 

19 

Mahlstedt & 
Gee 1886 

63 
Two-unit building identified as stables.  This was probably 
the site of the ‘Old Fire Brigade Station’, Gray & Milton 
1884 

20 65 Outbuilding for the (now) ‘Sailors Rest’ inn 

21 65 
Three small buildings, almost certainly privies serving the 
Sailors Rest inn, the (now) Dancing Saloon and the 
outbuilding north of the latter 

22 64 Extension built to the outbuilding dating from pre-1886, 
probably privy 

23 62 

Long, wide building occupying virtually the whole of the 
south-western sector of Allotment, abutting Building 14 and 
replacing Buildings 15 and 16 (part), possibly indicating 
separate use of south-western sector of Allotment 

24 62 

Detached outbuilding forming part of an L-shaped complex 
of three (with Buildings 25 & 26), abutting the new large 
Building 27 in the north-western sector of Allotment –
possibly part of privy block for Permanent Building Society 
offices and/or occupier of Building 27 

25 62 

Outbuilding apparently semi-detached from Building 24 
(see note above), also abutting new large Building 27 –
possibly part of privy block for Permanent Building Society 
offices and/or occupier of Building 27 

26 62 Outbuilding apparently semi-detached from Building 25 
(see note above), indicated as ‘Urinal’ 

27 62 
Large outbuilding, replacing Building 17 (part), possibly 
indicating separate use of north-western sector of Allotment, 
while the additional …… 

28 63 

L-shaped building indicated as ‘Stable’, suggesting the use 
of (the southern sector of [see below]) Allotment by a 
business with substantial reliance on horse-drawn transport, 
probably goods 

29 63 Apparently a large, fenced yard as an adjunct to the stable, 
Building 28. 

30 63 
Large, almost-certainly-commercial, building replacing the 
stables Building 19 and probably the business focus for the 
stable, Building 28 and yard, Building 29 

31 

Department of 
Lands, 1897 

63 

Extension to existing Building 18, composite structure now 
indicated as ‘Masonic Hall’.  The extension was apparently 
of two-storeys and probably implies that Building 18 had 
either been replaced or that a second storey had been added 
to it [see below] 
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Table 3.1 - Detail of Evolution of Buildings on the Study Area  

[refer to Figure 1.2] 

IDENTIFIER SURVEY ALLOTT PARTICULARS OF  BUILDING 

32 64 

Two-storey ‘Eldon Chambers’ with verandah and single 
storey semi-detached scullery/wet area at rear (west), 
replacing Building 11 (Toohey/Bowker/tenants/Bull & Co 
building) 

33 64 Extensions to the western elevation of Building 12, infilling 
the stepped returns 

34 62/63 
Apparently a connection between buildings 23 & 27, both 
now indicated as ‘Sample Room’, suggesting the 
complementary use of these buildings 

35 63 

Large outbuilding occupying virtually the whole rear sector 
of Allotment, indicated as ‘Pateys Warehouse’, with 
apparent connection to Building 38 (extension/consolidation 
of former Buildings 18 & 31) [see below] 

36 63 Small outbuilding behind Building 37, 
extension/consolidation of Building 30) [see below] 

37 63 

Extension to Building 30 and consolidation for use as 
‘Patey’s Building – Offices and Stores’.  The splay corner to 
the north-east of the building is consistent with the use of 
the much-reduced yard space by heavy (four-wheeled) 
horse-drawn goods vehicles 

38 

SL George 
Rees, 1922 

63 
Single-storey extension to the consolidated two-storey 
Buildings 18 & 31 and further consolidation for use as 
‘Offices’, possibly also for the Patey’s business 
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4.0 SPATIAL CONTEXT 
 
The assessment of spatial context results from observations made in the course of a physical 
archaeological surface survey of the study area.  The study area was readily accessible from 
Bolton Street, to the immediate precinct of the Gorrick building and Eldon Chambers.   
 
In this context, the survey of the study area identified and addressed residual material 
evidence on Allotment 64.  It is acknowledged that at the time of survey, access was not 
available to the interiors of either building and for the present purposes, such access was not 
material.  The Gorrick building presented as a low building in a common mid-Victorian 
style, presently revealing a ground floor section at the street frontage with a central staircase 
to low-set upper floors at rear.  Eldon Chambers reflects a late Victorian/Edwardian style, 
although the normally florid statement of the period’s style is very much restrained.  Neither 
of the components of built residue were studied or recorded in detail for the purposes of this 
report.   
 
The building(s) of the Newcastle Morning Herald printery, paper store and offices obscured 
from view the surface of the remainder of Allotment 64 and the whole of Allotments 62, 63 
and 65.  As mentioned above, the construction of footings and sub-ground facilities and 
machinery beds for the Newcastle Morning Herald building might be expected to have 
caused significant damage to the sub-surface remains of former buildings across the majority 
of the study area.  On the other hand, it is unlikely that all remains will have been 
compromised and a reasonably accurate model of the location of such sub-surface remains 
can be developed. 
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5.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL ZONING 
 
In the light of the integration of its archaeological, historical and spatial contexts, the study 
area has been assessed for zoning into areas of high, moderate and low archaeological 
potential.  This assessment is theoretical and is based on a view of the use and occupation of 
the study area.  The zoning of archaeological sensitivity is shown on Figures 5.1, 5.2 and 
5.3, which is a composite view of the study area with the footprints, at their determined 
locations, of the various buildings that have previously occupied the study area.  The zoning 
defined in these figures is qualified as follows: 
 
(i) The zones of high potential is defined in Figure 5.1 and have been determined as 

areas that are likely to contain direct evidence of the history of development and/or 
structural and occupational use of the study area, as discussed in Sections 3 and 4.  
These zones are therefore defined around the apparent location of the buildings 
known or determined to have occupied the study area, represented in its 
archaeological and historical context and in historical mapping. 

 
(ii) The zones of moderate potential are defined in Figure 5.2 and have been determined 

about locations peripheral to the zone of high potential, as probably containing 
ephemeral artefactual material relating to the use and occupation of the study area, 
as discussed in Sections 3 and 4.  These zones are therefore defined by occupational 
evidence identified in the study area, represented in its archaeological and historical 
context and in historical mapping.  

 
(iii) The zone of low potential is defined in Figure 5.3 and has been determined, in terms 

of the discussion in Sections 3 and 4, as an area apparently having little or no 
demonstrated or determinable capacity to contribute to a better understanding of the 
history of the development or structural and occupational use of the study area, and 
comprises the remainder of the study area outside the zones of high and moderate 
potential. 
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6.0 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

6.1 THE CONCEPT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The Heritage Act, 1977 (NSW) defines items of environmental heritage to be: 
 

Those buildings, works, relics or places of historic, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 
architectural, natural or aesthetic significance for the state of New South Wales.  [Our emphasis] 
 

and defines a relic falling within that definition to be:  
  

Any deposit, object or material evidence -  
 
(a) which relates to the settlement of the area that comprises NSW, not being 

Aboriginal settlements;  and 
(b) which is 50 or more years old. 

 
Furthermore, as relevant to this study area, the National Parks and Wildlife Regulations 
(1995) extend protection to all historical archaeological material evidence more than 25 
years old.  Both concepts of heritage qualification have been taken into account in the 
following assessment. 
 
In the context of this report, significance is the measure of the value and importance of 
elements of the archaeological record to cultural heritage. While the fabric of the 
archaeological record is the subject of the assessment of heritage significance, the 
assessment itself is conditioned by the environmental and historic context of the site.  
Furthermore, an evaluation of heritage significance is not static but evolutionary, as a 
function of evolving community perspectives and cultural values. 
 
The approach to the assessment of heritage significance affirmed by the NSW Heritage 
Office adopts as a foundation the four values of the Australia ICOMOS Charter for the 
Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (the Burra Charter).  These values are 
broadly accepted Australia-wide, as historical, aesthetic, scientific and social classifications 
of significance.  The implications of these classifications are as follows: 
 
• Historical significance considers the evolutionary or associative qualities of an item 

with aesthetics, science and society, identifying significance in the connection between 
an item and cultural development and change. 

 
• Scientific significance involves the evaluation of an item in technical and/or research 

terms, considering the archaeological, industrial, educational and/or research potential.  
Within this classification items have significance value in terms of their ability to 
contribute to the better understanding of cultural history or environment and their ability 
to communicate, particularly to a broad audience within a community.  

 
• Social significance is perhaps the most overtly evolutionary of all classifications in that 

it rests upon the contemporary community appreciation of the cultural record.  
Evaluation within this classification depends upon the social spiritual or cultural 
relationship of the item with a recognisable community.   

 
• Aesthetic significance addresses the scenic and architectural values of an item and/or the 

creative achievement that it evidences.  Thus, an item achieves aesthetic significance if it 
has visual or sensory appeal and/or landmark qualities and/or creative or technical 
excellence.  
[Marquis-Kyle & Walker 1992, 21-23]   
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As a component of the holistic concept of significance, archaeological significance has been 
described as a measure by which a site may contribute knowledge, not available from other 
sources, to current research themes in historical archaeology and related disciplines [Bickford 
& Sullivan, 1984 19-26;  Sullivan & Bowdler 1984].  Archaeology is concerned with material 
evidence and the archaeological record may provide information not available from 
historical sources.  An archaeological study focuses on the identification and interpretation 
of material evidence to explain how and where people lived, what they did and the events 
that influenced their lives.   
 
Considerations material to archaeological study include: 
 
• whether a site, or the fabric contained within a site, contributes knowledge or has the 

potential to do so.  If it does, the availability of comparative sites and the extent of the 
historical record should be considered in assessing the strategies that are appropriate for 
the management of the site.  

 
• the degree and level at which material evidence contributes knowledge in terms of 

‘current research themes in historical archaeology and related disciplines’. 
 
In relation to ‘current research themes in historical archaeology and related disciplines’, the 
direction of historical archaeology implies, and is conditioned by, considerations of 
historical, scientific, cultural, social, architectural, aesthetic and natural values.  Historical 
value lies at the root of many of the other values by providing a temporal context and 
continuity, thereby providing an integrating medium for the assessment of social, cultural 
and archaeological significance.  Scientific value depends upon the ability of an item to 
provide knowledge contributing to research in a particular subject or a range of different 
subjects. Cultural value attaches to material evidence that embodies or reflects the beliefs, 
customs and values of a society or a component of a society and/or have the potential to 
contribute to an understanding of the nature and process of change and its motivation. Social 
value derives from the way people work(ed) and live(d) and from an ability to understand the 
nature, process of change and its motivation.  Social significance is closely related to cultural 
significance, in its concern with the practicalities of socio-cultural identification.  
Architectural value depends on considerations of technical design (architectural style, age, 
layout, interior design and detail), the personal consideration (ie. the work of a particular 
architect, engineer, designer or builder) and technical achievement (construction material, 
construction technique, finish).  Aesthetic value addresses the manner in which an item 
comprises or represents creative achievement, epitomising or challenging accepted concepts 
or standards.  Natural value attaches to items that either support or manifest existing natural 
processes and/or systems or provide insights into natural processes and/or systems. 
 
In order to provide a standardised approach to the assessment of these values of ‘items’ and 
of individual ‘elements’ within or contributing to items, the NSW Heritage Office (2001:9) 
has defined a series of criteria that will be used by the Heritage Council of NSW as an 
assessment format within NSW.  The seven criteria address: 
 
Criterion (a) the importance of an item in the course or pattern of the cultural or natural 

history of NSW or a local area. 
 
Criterion (b) the existence of a strong or special association between an item and the life 

or works of a person or group of persons important in NSW or a local area. 
 
Criterion (c) the importance of an item in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a 

high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW or a local area. 
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Criterion (d) the existence of a strong or special association between an item and the 
social, cultural or spiritual essence of a particular community or cultural 
group within NSW or a local area. 

 
Criterion (e) the potential of an item to provide information that will contribute to an 

understanding of the cultural or natural history of NSW or a local area. 
 
Criterion (f) the quality of an item to possess uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of 

the cultural or natural history of NSW or a local area. 
 
Criterion (g) the demonstration by an item of the principal characteristics of a class of 

cultural or natural place or cultural or natural environment within NSW or a 
local area. 

 
Where relevant, the individual contribution of separate elements of a place may be evaluated 
according to a five-stage grading system, where:  
 
Exceptional indicates that is a rare or outstanding element, contributing directly to the 

assessment of an item’s significance at the appropriate level; 
 
High indicates that an element exhibits an advanced degree of original fabric and 

is a key element in the assessment of an item’s significance at the 
appropriate level; 

 
Moderate indicates that an element has been modified or has degraded, with little 

individual heritage value, but that makes an interpretive contribution in the 
assessment an item’s significance at the appropriate level; 

 
Little indicates that an element has been modified or has degraded to a degree that 

detracts from the assessment of an item’s significance at the appropriate 
level; 

 
Intrusive  indicates that an element is damaging in the assessment of an item’s 

significance at the appropriate level. 
 
In order to provide a ready reference to the degree of significance or the distinctiveness of an 
item in general terms, the item may be described as being either ‘Rare’ or ‘Representative’ 
within its community/cultural/geographical level.   
 
The final denominator of significance is the level of significance of an item.  Level is 
assessable in two classifications pursuant to NSW Heritage Office (2001) depending upon 
the breadth of its identifiable cultural, community, historical or geographical context.  Thus 
recognition of an item at the: 
 
Local level  identifies the item as being significant within an identifiable local and/or 

regional cultural and/or community group and/or historical/geographical 
heritage context; 

 
State level  identifies the item as being significant within an identifiable State-wide 

cultural and/or community group and/or historical/geographical heritage 
context; 

 
but on a broader front, by derivation, recognition of an item at the: 

 
National level identifies the item as being significant within an identifiable national cultural 

and/or community group and/or historical/geographical heritage context; 
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International level identifies the item as having implications of significance for an 

identifiable cultural and/or community group both nationally and abroad 
and/or a world-wide historical/ geographical heritage context. 

 
 

6.2 ASSESSMENT OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY AREA 
 
In this section, the heritage significance of the study area is assessed upon the basis of the 
criteria established in Section 6.1.  The following sub-sections deal with significance 
according to the classifications established by Australia ICOMOS and the criteria defined in 
NSW Heritage Office (2001).  This assessment considers the study area in two categories, 
that is, the sub-surface component and the residual built component. 
 

6.2.1 The Sub-Surface Component 
 
The only residual elements likely to be extant on: 
 
(i) that part of Allotment 63 that falls within the study area, 
 
(ii) the whole of Allotment 65, 
 
(iii) that part of Allotment 62 that falls within the study area, 
 
(iv) the rear section of the whole of Allotment 64, excluding the footprint of built 

components, 
 
are sub-surface, comprising the remains of those footings that have not already been either 
removed or disturbed at the time of demolition or, in the cases of all except the frontage of 
Allotment 62,  disturbed by the construction of the Newcastle Morning Herald paper store 
and/or printery and/or offices. 
 
The Newcastle Archaeological Management Plan acknowledges that the heritage resources 
of these parcels of land have been subject to ‘Moderate Disturbance’ and that their only 
resource is below ground as a ‘Disturbed/Potential Site’.  In fact, the heritage resources 
associated with these parcels of land have almost certainly been grossly disturbed.  It seems 
increasingly likely that any sub-surface material evidence has been disturbed beyond the 
level of meaningful interpretation. 
 
From a cultural and social standpoint, the study area represents evidence of the evolution of 
the Newcastle business precinct from the position of a sparsely occupied village site, through 
stages of residential and combined residential/commercial precincts to a solely commercial 
precinct that is, at the present time, undergoing a return to combined commercial/residential 
emphasis.  The structural elements that relate to the development of the study area, were 
described in detail in Section 2 of this study but the more obvious components were: 
 
• on the relevant part of Allotment 62:   the boarding house/Central Coffee Palace/Doctors 

Flats building, with outbuildings at the rear of the allotment; 
 
• on the relevant part of Allotment 63:  O’Grady’s store and the Masonic Hall/office block 

with outbuildings on the small subdivided lot;  the Fire Station/possibly stables and the 
subsequent Patey’s complex on the residual lot; 

  
• on the western part of Allotment 64 (outside the footprint of existing buildings): the 

building indicated as Dr Bowker’s residence and surgery/subsequent residential units 
and outbuildings; 
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• on Allotment  65:  the inn variously Watson’s ‘Seamen’s Home’ and the ‘Seamen’s 

Rest’, the northern outbuilding and the large eastern building of the Central 
Hall/Dancing Saloon/sailmaker’s workshop. 

 
This component of the study area is significant because it has potential to assist the 
interpretation of the social and commercial context of developments along Newcomen Street 
and Bolton Street from as early as circa 1854 and particularly during the period of expansion 
in Newcastle related to its development as the major port of the region.  In this context, the 
material evidence nominally has the capacity to provide information of the development of 
this part of the Newcastle Central Business District at a time when Newcastle was evolving 
from a mainly residential precinct and through the stage of mixed residential and commercial 
operation.  During much of this time, Newcastle was also asserting its increasingly dominant 
role as the focus of business and shipping activity for the Hunter region.  In this context, the 
residual material evidence would be likely to have a high local significance, in theory, were 
it not for the impact of subsequent development of the area.  The floor and sub-floor 
component of the Newcastle Morning Herald paper store/printery/office complex was 
constructed to withstand extreme mass loads of paper webs, unrolling and printing machines 
and loaded goods vehicles.  The construction of the reinforced concrete floor, perimeter 
footings and floor piers will almost certainly have destroyed much of integrity of any sub-
surface material evidence, and compromised its heritage value, by destroying its 
archaeological context.  In these circumstances, the major part of the sub-surface component 
is considered to have moderate local significance.  The southern frontage of Allotment 62 
has been cleared and the natural surface excavated, presumably at the time of demolition of 
the former boarding house building.  It is questionable to what degree this building would 
have been significant had it survived but any surviving footings are considered individually 
to have representative local significance at best.  
 

6.2.2 The Residual Built Component 
 
The elements comprising the residual built component are: 
 
(i) the Gorrick building precinct, 
 
(ii) the Eldon Chambers building precinct, 
 
both of which are located on the former Allotment 64. 
 
The Gorrick building on the northern frontage of Allotment 64 is nominally reminiscent of 
the time when Bolton Street established itself as the seat of the legal profession in 
Newcastle, in close proximity to the then Court House, which (until the late-1890s) stood 
where the Post Office now stands.  Because of the radical renovation of the frontage and the 
front rooms of the building, the visual interpretive value and the aesthetic heritage values of 
this building have been compromised.  Its historical value is more closely tied to its original 
occupant and its evolving commercial use than to any intrinsic merit or wider associations.  
The building was not recorded in the Newcastle Archaeological Management Plan.  In this 
context the building is considered to have low-to-moderate local significance. 
 
Similarly, Eldon Chambers was the latest development of the southern side of Allotment 64 
and reflects some of the socio-commercial values of the early part of the 20th Century while 
lacking the associations or values of deeper significance.  The building commemorates the 
life and work of the English Chancellor and jurist, Lord Eldon, but the commemoration is by 
no means unique and Lord Eldon has lent his name to numerous legal chambers in Australia 
and across the world of the British common law.  This building derives some significance 
from reflecting the foundation of an old and respected legal firm, within the heart of the legal 
establishment of the City, but at a time after the removal of the Court House to Church 
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Street.  Eldon Chambers presents a fairly typical late-Victorian/Edwardian façade to the 
street although it has been reasonably sympathetically modified.  In terms of the degree of its 
significance, in particular, Eldon Chambers is not considered rare and is a less satisfactory 
representation of its period, style and occupational use than either the Union Trustee 
Building or Court Chambers, both of which have been mentioned above. 
 
Of more concern to the heritage values of the land on which it stands, Eldon Chambers was 
built on the footprint of the former Bulls Building, which reflected the earlier diversified 
values of Bolton Street in merchandising and distribution, firstly by an early brewery and 
thereafter by Bull & Co, merchants.  Any material evidence of the former developments has 
almost certainly been destroyed in the demolition of the Bull & Co building and the 
construction of Eldon Chambers, particularly the cellar of the latter.  
 
Eldon Chambers is regarded as having low to moderate local significance and any sub-
surface material evidence would nominally have moderate local significance, were its 
archaeological context not to have been almost certainly compromised by subsequent 
development. 
 

6.2.3 Heritage Act Criteria 
 
The study area: 
 
Criterion (a): 

 
is associated with a significant historical phase –  
and shows (in part) the continuity of a historical activity 
 

Criterion (b): is associated (in part) with a significant group of persons 
 

Criterion (c): In its residual built material evidence, exemplifies particular tastes and/or 
styles 
 

Criterion (d): is important to a community’s sense of place – 
and in its residual built material evidence, is important for its association 
with a significant group 
 

Criterion (e): has the potential to yield new or further substantial archaeological 
information 
 

Criterion (f): is not rare 
 

Criterion (g): has attributes typical of a particular way of life, process, design and/or 
technique and/or activity – 
and is part of a group that illustrates a representative type 
 

 
6.2.4 Summary 

 
The significance of the study area and its individual elements is summarised in terms of 
Section 6.1 in Table 6.1. 
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Table 6.1 - Summary of Assessment of Significance 
 

Explanatory 
Item/Element/ Site: Technical 

Criteria: Classification: Grading Degree: Level: 

(a), (b): at best (f) Historical    Representative? 
(c):  – Aesthetic  Not  Little or none 

(d): at best (f) Social  applicable  Representative? 
Allotments 62,63,64 & 65 

(e): at best (f) Scientific    Representative? 

Local* 

(a), (b):  (f) Historical 
(c):  (f) Aesthetic 
(d): (f) Social 

The Sub-surface 
Component 

(e): (f) Scientific 

High–moderate Representative Local* 

(a), (b):  (f) Historical 
(c): at best (f) Aesthetic 

(d): (f) Social The Gorrick Building 

(e): (f) Scientific 

High–moderate Representative Local* 

(a), (b):  (f) Historical 
(c): (f) Aesthetic 
(d): (f) Social Eldon Chambers 

(e): (f) Scientific 

High Representative Local* 

 
* The locality in respect of which the ‘Local’ level of significance is assessed is described as 

the Newcastle City business precinct. 
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7.0 CONDITION, INTEGRITY AND IMPACT 
 
This section addresses matters that combine with the assessment of significance to allow a 
formal Statement of Heritage Impact to be appropriately validated.  Condition considers the 
physical state of the fabric of the resource and its potential for survival.  Integrity observes 
the degree to which the residual material evidence is an appropriate representation of the 
resource in its original form.  Potential Impact assesses the nature and extent to which the 
resource will be modified as the result of the projected development. 
 
 

7.1 CONDITION 
 
The condition of heritage resources and/or individual elements that have been identified 
above is assessed on a five-stage scale, that is to say: 
 
[i.] intact, where the material evidence allows a complete recording of the resource 

without archaeological hypothesis; 
 
[ii.] substantially intact, where the material evidence is incomplete but the recording of 

material evidence will be sufficient to allow an accurate archaeological reconstruction, 
with hypotheses based on the archaeological record only; 

 
[iii.] standing ruin, where the material evidence is incomplete and the recording of material 

evidence will be sufficient to define the footprint of the resource and some of its 
elevations and features but will be insufficient to allow an accurate archaeological 
reconstruction of the resource without hypotheses based on the archaeological record 
and on a range of outside sources  

 
[iv.] ruin, where the material evidence is incomplete and the recording of material evidence 

may be sufficient to define part, or the whole, of the footprint of the resource but will 
be insufficient to allow an archaeological reconstruction of the resource/its features, 
perhaps spatially and certainly vertically, without hypotheses based on the 
archaeological record and on a range of outside sources, and in circumstances where 
the validation of the reconstruction cannot be assured. 

 
[v.] archaeological site, implying a mostly sub-surface residue, where the material 

evidence suggest the former presence of an archaeological resource that cannot be 
defined without sub-surface investigation. 

 
 

7.2 INTEGRITY 
 
The integrity of archaeological resources and/or individual elements that have been 
identified above is assessed on a five-stage scale, that is to say: 
 
[i.] Intact, where the resource has remained virtually unchanged in form and/or design 

and/or function can be totally discerned from the  material evidence; 
 
[ii.] Minor Modification, where the resource has been modified or deteriorated 

cosmetically and/or in a manner that does not inhibit the discernment of its form 
and/or design and/or function by archaeological interpretation of the material 
evidence; 

 
[iii.] Material Modification, where the resource has been modified so that its form and/or 

design and/or function cannot be discerned only by archaeological interpretation and 
without reference to external sources; 
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[iv.] Major Modification, where the resource has been so modified that attempted 

discernment of its form and/or design and/or function cannot be achieved by 
archaeological interpretation of the material evidence and requires a heavy reliance on 
external sources and in circumstances where discernment one or more elements may 
be equivocal; 

 
[v.] None, where the integrity of the resource has been completely destroyed and the 

evidence for its form and/or design and/or function is totally external. 
 
 

7.3 SUMMARY OF CONDITION AND INTEGRITY 
 
The condition and integrity of the heritage resources of the study area is summarised in 
Table 7.1. 

Table 7.1 - Summary of Condition of Resources 
 

Resource 
 Description Condition Integrity 

The Sub-surface 
Component 

Residual footings and sub-
surface structural elements 

Archaeological 
site Material modification 

The Gorrick Building Building Substantially 
intact Minor modification 

Eldon Chambers Building Substantially 
intact Minor modification 

 
 

7.4 POTENTIAL PHYSICAL IMPACT 
 
The re-development of the study area that is presently projected will result in the: 
 
• penetration of the surface in the process of sinking or driving piles; 
 
• excavation for footings for building(s), and construction and reticulation of services; 
 
• demolition of the Gorrick building, and the first and second floor verandahs comprising 

part of the rear elevation of Eldon Chambers; 
 
• soil movement, filling and landscaping of peripheral areas of the study area; 
 
• the movement of machinery, vehicle and workers across the exposed surface of the study 

area in the construction process. 
 
The footprint and incidents of the projected development is shown on Figures 7.1 and 7.2 
(Levels 1 and 2 in plan) and Figure 7.3 (Bolton Street elevation).  
 
The cumulative impact of development will or may cause disturbance, damage or destruction 
of any residual material evidence and/or artefacts that may be located in the sub-surface of 
the study area.  
 
 

7.5 STATEMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT 
 
Having regard to the assessment of cultural significance and the practical impact of the 
proposed development, it appears that the heritage values of the locality will suffer impact as 
the result of the re-development of the study area as follows: 
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• the modification of the surface of the study area may disturb any residual unmodified 

elements of the historical ground and any artefacts located in or below the surface; 
  
• the works associated with the re-development: 
 

 will result in the demolition of: 
- the verandah(s) at the rear ground and first level of Eldon Cambers and any 

residual outbuildings or structures westerly of Eldon Chambers; 
- the structural improvements of the Gorrick building 

 
 have the potential to expose material evidence in the form of residual signs of 

construction of former fixtures and of artefacts associated with the use and 
occupation of the study area; 

 
• any such disturbance, damage and/or destruction will impact at a level and degree not 

higher than the local level, to a representative degree.   
 
Such a projected heritage impact may be mitigated by appropriate site-supervision by an 
archaeologist:  by the interpretation of zoning in terms of Section 5, by appropriately 
monitoring the re-development process, by recording material evidence of former fixtures, 
and by recording and salvaging any structural material evidence and artefacts that may be 
exposed during the re-development process. 
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8.0 ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
This section defines the issues for management of the heritage resources of the study area in 
the light of Sections 7.4 and 7.5 and the evidence contained in this study that has contributed 
to the Statement of Heritage Impact. 
 
 

8.1 ISSUES AND OPTIONS FOR SITE MANAGEMENT 
 
Ideally, culturally significant archaeological resources might be conserved in situ within the 
framework of the Burra Charter.  Such a course is frequently impossible or impractical and 
questions are posed by the conflicting claims of cultural heritage on the one hand and 
progress and development on the other.  Relevant to the concurrent questions of site 
conservation and site management/usage are the following matters: 
 
• heritage legislation, the major implications of which are summarised in Table 8.1.  In 

particular this summary addresses the implications of the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW) and 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW); 

 
Table 8.1 - A Summary of Statutory Provisions (NSW) 

 
The Heritage Act, 
1977 (NSW)… 

provides for the protection of historic heritage and provides the process and 
criteria for listing of heritage deposits and/or relics that are of State 
significance on the state Heritage Register and those that are of Local 
significance on the State Heritage Inventory.  Archaeological sensitivity and 
the potential for heritage value may be indicated by historical research and/or 
site-based archaeological study. Where historical research and/or 
archaeological study indicates sensitivity, the discovery of relics is highly 
likely if the ground surface is disturbed.  The Heritage Act defines a relic as:  
  

Any deposit, object or material evidence -  
(a) which relates to the settlement of the area that 

comprises NSW, not being Aboriginal settlements;  
and 

(b) which is 50 or more years old. 
 
The Act further provides statutory protection from disturbance/destruction of 
sites and relics in a range of descriptions (ss.24-34, 35A-55B, 130, 136-7, 
139) and for their registration of listing (ss.26(2)(b), 35A,36,37, 44).  In 
particular, it provides that no disturbance or excavation may proceed for the 
discovery of relics except with an Excavation Permit and that an excavation 
permit is required if a relic is: 
• listed on the State Heritage Register (s60) 
• not listed on the State Heritage Register (s. 140). 
 

The Environmental 
Planning and 
Assessment Act 
1979 (NSW)… 

contains similar protective measures to those contained in the Heritage Act.  
The act also provides for sites to be in Local and Regional Environmental 
Plans, as sites in development control plans or subject to development 
controls and/or as subject to planning controls or additional conservation 
provisions (ss.24-72, 76). 
 

 
 
• the cultural significance of archaeological resources. The cultural significance of the 

study area as a whole has been evaluated to a representative degree at the local level.  
Individual elements within the study area have been evaluated generally at high, and 
high-to-moderate, grades at a representative degree and at a local level.  
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• the condition and integrity of residual archaeological fabric.  The condition of the 
cultural heritage resource of the study area has been evaluated as partly archaeological 
site and partly substantially intact.  The integrity of the study area ranges from material 
to minor modification; 

 
• the nature and potential impact of the proposed re-development of the study area, that is 

to anticipate that: 
 
 alteration/penetration of the present ground surface and peripheral activities (eg: 

movement of vehicles and plant on the site) has/have the potential to disturb and/or 
modify and/or expose the residual sub-surface, possibly containing material 
evidence; 

 
 construction will result in penetration of the surface at predictable locations; 

 
 landscaping and vegetation management may result in the modification of the 

existing surface and sub-surface; 
 
• the formal Statement of Heritage Impact, which is summarised as: 

 
 the projected development has the potential to cause disturbance, damage and/or 

destruction to residual material evidence on the study area 
  
 the impact on the heritage values of the study area will be discernible at not higher 

than a representative degree at the local level; 
 
 potential heritage impact can be mitigated by appropriate archaeological monitoring, 

recording and salvage 
 

The options for conservation management that are theoretically available to address these 
issues range from taking no conservation management action to preserving all elements of 
archaeological resource in situ: 
 
Option 1: Taking no conservation management action would, at the level of heritage 

management, allow development to proceed unobstructed but would result in 
the destruction or irretrievable modification of the archaeological/heritage 
resource.  In that the archaeological resource is non-renewable, such an 
option might result in the loss not only of the archaeological resource but 
also of the opportunity of recording and interpreting the resource and thereby 
preserving: 

 
• for future study, an opportunity to incorporate data about the resource 

into further studies; 
 

• the present and future, a tangible account of the heritage values of the 
study area. 

 
In the present circumstances, this option is considered inappropriate. 
 
Option 2: Preserving all elements of the archaeological resource would, on the other 

hand, restrict or prevent any modification or the destruction of the resource 
and thereby secure the archaeology at the expense of the projected re-
development, in an environment where the existence and implications of any 
such resource would not be properly investigated, evaluated or recorded. 

 
In the present circumstances, this option is considered inappropriate. 
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Option3:   Alternative courses lie in: 

 
Option 3.1:  varying (where necessary) projected or future development to 
minimise impact on the archaeological resource, and/or 
 
Option 3.2:  detailed archaeological investigation and recording, with/out 
excavation, of any part of the resource that has the potential to be disturbed, 
damaged or destroyed by development, by plane survey, text, plan and 
elevation drawings, and photography, and/or 
 
Option3.3:  archaeological monitoring of the development process, or 
 
Option 3.4:  any appropriate combination of the above. 
 
The result of such alternative courses would be that either elements of the 
archaeological resource would be conserved or that those modified or 
destroyed would be fully and appropriately recorded and the nett loss in 
heritage values would be minimised.  

 
In the present circumstances, the combination of Options 3.2 and 3.3 is considered an 
appropriate conservation management action. 
 
 

8.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
These recommendations are made on the basis of: 
 
• the synthesis of archaeological, historical and spatial contexts of the study area; 
  
• consideration of the archaeological zoning, and potential fabric of the study area and its 

components; 
 
• the assessment of the significance of the archaeological material; 
 
• the appraisal of the condition and integrity of the archaeological resource; 
 
• appreciation of the actual and heritage impacts of the proposed development; 
 
• acknowledgement of the issues and options for management of the resource; 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
1. In general in connection with the re-development, the attention of the company has 

been, and that of all contractors will be, directed to the provisions of the NSW 
Heritage Act 1977 and in particular to: 

 
(i) the definition of relic under that Act; 
(ii) the provisions of sections 24-34, 35A-55B, 130, 136-7, 139 and 140 of that 

Act 
(iii) the requirement for grant of an Excavation Permit under s. 140 of the Act, if 

a site is not the subject of an order  
(iv) the basic requirements that if: 
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 a relic is suspected, or there are reasonable grounds to suspect a relic in 
ground, that is likely to be disturbed damaged or destroyed by 
excavation; 

 any relic is discovered in the course of excavation that will be disturbed, 
damaged or destroyed by further excavation;  

 
the company must notify the Heritage Office of New South Wales and 
suspend work that might have the effect of disturbing, damaging or 
destroying such relic until the requirements of Heritage Office have been 
satisfied. 

 
2. Having regard to the implications of Recommendation 1 above, that an Excavation 

Permit be obtained from the NSW Heritage Office prior to the commencement of re-
development work on the study area. 

 
3. In the planning of the project, the company should provide time and resources for 

the completion of any heritage recording, investigation and study recommended 
below. 

 
4. In the context that the surface/sub-surface of large parts of the study area have 

almost certainly been compromised by previous building activity, it is considered 
that monitoring of driving or drilling for piers would be unwarranted.  In the event 
that any bulk excavation is undertaken on the study area, however, the process 
should be monitored and reported by an archaeologist within the framework of the 
Heritage Act. 

  
5. In relation to re-development projected within the former Town Allotment 64, the 

following sequential steps should be taken: 
 

(i) particularly within the precincts of the Gorrick building and Eldon 
Chambers, buildings, fixtures and fittings should be archivally recorded by 
an archaeologist, by photography, plan, elevation and section, with 
particular attention to the identification of modifications to the form and/or 
fabric of the original structures; 

 
(ii) re-development works should be monitored by an archaeologist, who 

should: 
 

(a) in respect of any sub-surface structural evidence that may be 
exposed, locate the material evidence on the study area by survey, 
archivally record the material in situ by photography, plan, elevation 
and section, and interpret the resource;   

(b) in respect of any artefact(s) exposed in the excavation process, 
secure, clean, catalogue and interpret the material and lodge the 
artefact(s) in a suitable repository. 

 
6. The archaeologist should prepare a detailed report of the whole of the process of 

archaeological monitoring, recording, investigation and interpretation.  Copies of 
this report should be provided to the NSW Heritage Office, Newcastle City Council 
and the Local History section of Newcastle Public Library. 

 
7. Subject to compliance with the recommendations above, there appears no reason to 

otherwise restrict, vary or postpone the proposed re-development on archaeological 
and/or heritage grounds. 
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City Extra Project     Gorrick Bldg- 
Structural Photographic Catalogue 

Sheet Site Name Numerical/reference 

Photographer: Sue Singleton Date: 11/10/2002 
Camera: Ricoh KR5-II Lens: KR35-70 Job No: 50502/1644 
Film:   M’chrome / Print       Make:  Kodak            Speed:  ISO400         Processing:  Archival 
Film No/Reference:   Gorrick B/W 1 Page:    1      of       1 

 
Description Photo No 

Film No/ 
Neg No Subject and Detail Orientation 

Px Plan 
#  

M1/1/1 South wall – outside of building.  Photo taken from Bolton St 
on south side of building 

NW G1 

M2/1/2 East side/front of building - outside NW G1 
M3/1/3 North side/outside of building  SW G1 
M4/1/4 North/back of building E G1 
M5/1/5 West/back – small alcove area at back of building NW G1 
M6/1/6 Ground floor, Room 5 taken from Room 10 WSW G1 
M7/1/7 Ground floor, Room 6 – taken from Room 7 W G1 
M8/1/8 Ground floor, Room 6 – taken from fireplace – door, window, 

sandstone block under door 
NE G1 

M9/1/9 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from doorway of Room 10 - 
stairway 

NE G1 

M10/1/10 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from stairway – fireplace and 
doorway 

SW G1 

M11/1/11 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from passageway north of 
Room 6 –windows in NW corner of Room 7 now bookcase 

E G1 

M12/1/12 First floor, stairway – taken from Room 2 N G1 
M13/1/13 First floor, Room 4 – window and fireplace SE G1 
M14/1/14 First floor, Room 4 –layers of original wallpaper NE G1 
M15/1/15 First floor, Room 3 – skirting board, window, air vent SW G1 
M16/1/16 First floor, Room 2 – door AB.  Doorway above staircase NE G1 
M17/1/17 First floor, Room 2 – window – shows partition that has 

been added 
W G1 

M18/1/18 First floor, Room 1 - windows SE G1 
M19/1/19 First floor, hallway.  South side of Room 2 W G1 
M20/1/20 Roof S -- 
M21/1/21 Roof E -- 
M22/1/22 Roof N -- 
M23/1/23 Roof W -- 
M24/1/24 Stairway on south side of building looking up from side E G1 

 



 

 
Photographic Plan G1 
 
Orientation and subject of Monochrome and ColourTransparency Photographic Recording 
Gorrick Building, Pre-demolition 
 
LEGEND      
       
    Floorboards Removed  
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demolition 

 

Photographer: Sue Singleton Date: 11.10.2002 
Camera:  Lens:  Job No: 1644 
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Speed: 

Processing: Commercial 

Film No/Reference:  Page:       1    of    1  
 

Description Frame No/ 
Film No/ 
Neg No: Subject and Detail Orientation 

Px Plan #  

T1/1/1 South wall – outside of building.  Photo taken 
from Bolton St on south side of building 

NW G1 

T2/1/2 East side/front of building - outside NW G1 
T3/1/3 North side/outside of building  SW G1 
T4/1/4 North/back of building E G1 
T5/1/5 West/back – small alcove area at back of 

building 
NW G1 

T6/1/6 Ground floor, Room 5 taken from Room 10 WSW G1 
T7/1/7 Ground floor, Room 6 – taken from Room 7 W G1 
T8/1/8 Ground floor, Room 6 – taken from fireplace – 

door, window, sandstone block under door 
NE G1 

T9/1/9 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from doorway 
of Room 10 - stairway 

NE G1 

T10/1/10 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from stairway 
– fireplace and doorway 

SW G1 

T11/1/11 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from 
passageway north of Room 6 –windows in 
NW corner of Room 7 now bookcase 

E G1 

T12/1/12 First floor, stairway – taken from Room 2 N G1 
T13/1/13 First floor, Room 4 – window and fireplace SE G1 
T14/1/14 First floor, Room 4 –layers of original 

wallpaper 
NE G1 

T15/1/15 First floor, Room 3 – skirting board, window, 
air vent 

SW G1 

T16/1/16 Roof  S  
T17/1/17 Roof  E  
T18/1/18 Roof  N  
T19/1/19 Stairway from south side of building looking 

up from side door 
E G1 

T20/1/20 First floor, Room 2 – window – shows 
partition that has been added 

W G1 

T21/1/21 First floor, Room 2  SE G1 
T22/1/22 Doorway on south side of building looking up 

from side doors 
E G1 
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Orientation and subject of Monochrome and ColourTransparency Photographic Recording 
Gorrick Building, Pre-demolition 
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    Floorboards Removed  
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Camera: Ricoh Lens: 35/70 Job No: 1644 
Film: Monochrome          Make:     Kodak                Speed:  400 Processing: Archival 
Film No/Reference:  Privy Page:    1        of       1 
 

Description Frame No: 
Subject and Detail Orientation

Px Plan
 #  

B&W 01/2 Overall view of privy site showing brick paving at centre, privy at 
left and adjoining buildings to the north and east. 

N P1 

B&W 02/3 View of brick paving showing brick footings and sandstone steps. S P1 
B&W 03/4 View of privy blocks showing brick footings, ceramic privy bases 

and cement render floor. 
NW  P1 

B&W 04/5 View of privy blocks showing western block and earthenware pipe 
(centre left). 

NE P1 

B&W 05/6 View of privy block looking north.  Note fall of the privy floor to 
the door for drainage. 

N  P1 

B&W 06/7 View of base of ceramic toilet bowl and termination of ‘s’ bend in 
southern stall. 

- P1 

B&W 07/8 View of base of ceramic toilet bowl and termination of ‘s’ bend in 
northern stall. 

- P1 

B&W 08/9 Well worn sandstone steps from pavement level to privy floor 
level.   

W  P1 

B&W 09/10 View across paved area showing sandstone blocks and brick 
rubble below the concrete slab. 

E  P1 

B&W 10/11 Western block of privy building showing earthenware pipe. N  P1 
B&W 11/12 View of what was thought to be a drainage portal.  It was, in fact, a 

drill hole, caused inadvertently during demolition. 
- P1 

B&W 12/13 View of remaining timbers of door step to southern stall.  W  -- 
B&W 13/14 Brick pier or possible footing remains located westerly of the privy 

block. 
N  P1 

 



 

Source:  Drawn by S. Singleton and L.McAdam    
 
       City Extra Project 
      
       Photographic Plan P1 
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City Extra Project     Gorrick Bldg- 
Structural Photographic Catalogue 

Sheet Site Name Numerical/reference 

Photographer: Sue Singleton Date: 11/10/2002 
Camera: Ricoh KR5-II Lens: KR35-70 Job No: 50502/1644 
Film:   M’chrome / Print       Make:  Kodak            Speed:  ISO400         Processing:  Archival 
Film No/Reference:   Gorrick B/W 1 Page:    1      of       1 

 
Description Photo No 

Film No/ 
Neg No Subject and Detail Orientation 

Px Plan 
#  

M1/1/1 Southern elevation, external, taken from the eastern side of 
Bolton Street 

NW G1 

M2/1/2 Eastern elevation, external, (Bolton Street-frontage), taken 
from the eastern side of Bolton Street.  Note:  detail of 
roof framing (with post-earthquake strutting). 

NW G1 

M3/1/3 Northern elevation, external,  taken from the eastern side 
of Bolton Street 

SW G1 

M4/1/4 Rear elevation.  Note:  detail of roof framing (with post-
earthquake strutting);  kitchen/scullery areas and 
enclosures on either side of former open areas.. 

E G1 

M5/1/5 At rear of building – small alcove area at back of building NW G1 
M6/1/6 Ground floor, Room 5 (kitchen) taken from Room 10.  Note 

kitchen fireplace, doorway to rear of building. 
WSW G1 

M7/1/7 Ground floor, Room 6 (scullery/laundry) – taken from Room 7 W G1 
M8/1/8 Ground floor, Room 6 – taken from fireplace – door, window, 

sandstone block under door 
NE G1 

M9/1/9 Ground floor, Room 7 (northern living room)– taken from 
doorway of Room 10.  Note:  apparently original staircase 

NE G1 

M10/1/10 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from stairway.  Note: 
fireplace, doorway and door portals to Rooms 5 and 6 

SW G1 

M11/1/11 External window opening (internal covered by bookcase) in 
NW corner of Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from 
passageway north of Room 6. 

E G1 

M12/1/12 Second rise of the stairway – taken from First floor, Room 2 N G1 
M13/1/13 First floor, Room 4 – window and fireplace.  Note modern 

panelling, entire. 
SE G1 

M14/1/14 First floor, Room 4 –layers of original wallpaper behind lath 
framing, formerly covered by panelling. 

NE G1 

M15/1/15 First floor, Room 3 – detail of skirting, window framing, air 
vent 

SW G1 

M16/1/16 First floor, Room 2 – door AB (doorway above staircase). NE G1 
M17/1/17 First floor, Room 2 – window framing.  Note:  modern 

unsympathetic partition modification 
W G1 

M18/1/18 First floor, Room 1 – apparently original window framing SE G1 
M19/1/19 First floor, hallway created by modern unsympathetic 

partitioning, southern side of Room 2 
W G1 
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M20/1/20 Inside roof ‘cavity’, the internal face of the northern wall 
showing timber supports, original brickwork and post-
earthquake brickwork repair.  (Note appearance of modern 
cement mortar. 

S -- 

M21/1/21 Detail of roof framing, original timbers strutted with 
modern supports. 

E -- 

M22/1/22 Internal face of the southern wall of the roof cavity. N -- 
M23/1/23 Detail of roof and ceiling framing, the latter original. W -- 
M24/1/24 Stairway on south side of building from foot. E G1 

 



 

Source:  Drawn by S Singleton and P Rheinberger         
  
           City Extra Project 
           
           Photographic Plan G3 



Bolton Developments: 
City Extra Project

 

* Unless the contrary is specified, the Scale in all photographs is 200mm 
 
 
50502.15.px cat.GorrickBW2 

 

City Extra Project       Gorrick Bldg- Sub-
surface Photographic Catalogue

Sheet Site Name Numerical/reference 

Photographer: P Rheinberger/S Singleton Date: 13/02/03 
Camera: Ricoh KR5-II Lens: KR35-70 Job No: 50502/1644 
Film:   M’chrome / Print       Make:  Kodak            Speed:  ISO400      Processing: Archival 
Film No/Reference: Gorrick B/W 2 – Neg 6238 Page:       1    of     2 
 

Description Frame 
No: Subject and Detail – Scale, see * below Orientation 

Px 
Plan 
 #  

 
B/W 01 

Elevated views 01-05 were taken from the first floor of Eldon 
Chambers: 
The 2 ground floor living rooms. Note: displaced stone of 
hearths; breadth of base course footings.  Office (northern 
street-frontage) room at top photograph right 

N G3 

B/W 02 
Detail of the northern Bolton Street-frontage (office) room, 
note: rebates in stonework for east-west bearer and north-
south joists; paver-footing at doorway in south-east corner 

NE G3 

B/W 03 

Wider view of the two Bolton Street-frontage rooms.  
Differentiate rebates in footings of office, absent in southern 
room.  Note: paver-footing at doorway in south-east corner 
of each room (ie: separate entrances to office, home) 

NE G3 

B/W 04 Detail of the fireplace and hearth footings in the living rooms. 
Perimeter detail is clear in both cases. N G3 

B/W 05 Detail of the northern living room. N G3 

B/W 06 

Elevated views 06, 16-19 were taken from a platform in the 
laneway between the  Gorrick building and Eldon Chambers:  
The service area, apparently kitchen on the southern side and 
scullery/laundry on the northern.  Note residual garden/yard 
wall north of the service rooms. 

NW G3 

B/W 07 

Detail of the eastern end of the exposure of stone retaining 
wall along the southern alignment of the Gorrick allotment.  
From this point easterly the wall was covered by residual wall 
brickwork of the dwelling. 

S G3 

B/W 08 

Detail of the western end of the exposure of stone retaining 
wall along the southern alignment of the Gorrick allotment.  
Note here the curve in the wall, then return to parallel 
allotment boundary – stonework fragile.   

SW G3 

B/W 09 Broad view of the exposed section of stone retaining wall, 
southern sector of Gorrick allotment. 

WSW G3 

B/W 10 

Footings of the southern Bolton Street-frontage room.  
Note: paver-footing for street doorway, residual brick 
southern wall (had been lath-framed and panelled); base 
course footing stone-work; rebating from joists in centre-wall 
footing. 

E G3 

B/W 11 
View across the fireplaces /hearths, particularly to the 
southern living room, including the full length of residual 
southern wall and sample of south-west corner wall. 

S G3 



Bolton Developments: 
City Extra Project

 

* Unless the contrary is specified, the Scale in all photographs is 200mm 
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B/W 12 

Diagonal view across the service rooms and southern living 
and Bolton Street-frontage rooms.  Includes eastern visible 
sector of stone retaining wall and interface with the full run 
of southern brick wall of residence. 

SE G3 

B/W 13 

Detail of the service rooms in foreground with complementary 
view of the other elements of the precinct:  northern 
retaining wall residues, southern stone retaining wall and 
building wall residue, ground floor rooms. 

E G3 

B/W 14 The assemblage of southern rooms, viewed from the western 
wall of the kitchen (in expansion of BW 13). E G4 

B/W 15 The assemblage of northern rooms, viewed from the western 
wall of the scullery/laundry (in expansion of BW 13). E G4 

 
 
B/W 16 

Detail of the northern Bolton Street-frontage (office) room. 
ENE G4 

B/W 17 Detail of the southern Bolton Street-frontage private room. ENE G4 
B/W 18 Detail of the northern living room (cf: B/W 05) N G4 
B/W 19 Detail of the southern living room (cf: B/W 04) NNW G4 

B/W 20 Detail of the scullery/laundry and residual northern 
retaining/garden wall 

N G4 

B/W 21 
Detail of the northern living room, with laundry/scullery at 
rear.  Note: rebate for bearer in the internal footing, for the 
office flooring. 

W G4 

B/W 22 
Detail of sample rebates for floor joists in northern footing 
wall of the  Bolton Street-frontage (office) room.  NB – Scale: 
10mm 

N G4 

B/W 23 Detail of rebate for floor bearer in western footing wall of the 
Bolton Street-frontage (office) room.  NB – Scale: 10mm W G4 

B/W 24 Detail of the southern living room with kitchen at rear.   W G4 
B/W 25 Detail of the remaining sample of the finish of external render 

at base level of the northern wall. SE G4 

    
 



 

Source:  Drawn by S Singleton and P Rheinberger         
  
           City Extra Project 
           
           Photographic Plan G4 
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City Extra Project    Gorrick Bldg- 
Structure Photographic Catalogue

Sheet Site Name Numerical/reference 

Photographer: Sue Singleton Date: 11/10/2002 

Camera: Pentax SPII Lens: Takumar 1:1.4/50 Job No: 
50502/1644 

Film:  Col /  Tpcy       Make:  Kodak            Speed:  ISO200       Processing: 
Commercial 

Film No/Reference: Gorrick T1 Page:       1    of    1 

 
Description Frame No/ 

Film No/ 
Neg No: Subject and Detail Orientation 

Px 
Plan # 

T1/1/1 Southern elevation, external, taken from the 
eastern side of Bolton Street 

NW  

T2/1/2 Eastern elevation, external, (Bolton Street-
frontage), taken from the eastern side of Bolton 
Street.  Note:  detail of roof framing (with post-
earthquake strutting). 

NW  

T3/1/3 Northern elevation, external,  taken from the 
eastern side of Bolton Street 

SW  

T4/1/4 Rear elevation.  Note:  detail of roof framing (with 
post-earthquake strutting);  kitchen/scullery 
areas and enclosures on either side of former 
open areas.. 

E  

T5/1/5 At rear of buiding – small alcove area at back of 
building 

NW  

T6/1/6 Ground floor, Room 5 (kitchen) taken from Room 
10.  Note kitchen fireplace, doorway to rear of 
building. 

WSW  

T7/1/7 Ground floor, Room 6 (scullery/laundry) – taken 
from Room 7 

W  

T8/1/8 Ground floor, Room 6 – taken from fireplace – 
door, window, sandstone block under door 

NE  

T9/1/9 Ground floor, Room 7 (northern living room)– 
taken from doorway of Room 10.  Note:  
apparently original staircase 

NE  

T10/1/10 Ground floor, Room 7 – taken from stairway.  
Note: fireplace, doorway and door portals to 
Rooms 5 and 6 

SW  

T11/1/11 External window opening (internal covered by 
bookcase) in NW corner of Ground floor, Room 7 
– taken from passageway north of Room 6. 

E  

T12/1/12 Second rise of the stairway – taken from First 
floor, Room 2 

N  

T13/1/13 First floor, Room 4 – window and fireplace.  Note 
modern panelling, entire. 

SE  

T14/1/14 First floor, Room 4 –layers of original wallpaper 
behind lath framing, formerly covered by panelling. 

NE  

T15/1/15 First floor, Room 3 – detail of skirting, window 
framing, air vent 

SW  
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T16/1/16 Inside roof ‘cavity’, the internal face of the 

northern wall showing timber supports, original 
brickwork and post-earthquake brickwork repair.  
(Note appearance of modern cement mortar. 

S  

T17/1/17 Detail of roof framing, original timbers strutted 
with modern supports. 

E  

T18/1/18 Internal face of the southern wall of the roof 
cavity. 

N  

T19/1/19 Stairway on south side of building from foot. E  
T20/1/20 First floor, Room 2 – window framing.  Note:  

modern unsympathetic partition modification 
W  

T21/1/21 First floor, Room 2  SE  
T22/1/22 Doorway on south side of building looking up from 

side doors 
E  

    
 



 

Source:  Drawn by S Singleton and P Rheinberger         
  
           City Extra Project 
           
           Photographic Plan G3 
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* Unless the contrary is specified, the Scale in all photographs is 200mm 
 
 
50502.15.px cat.BW_GBss 

 

City Extra Project       Gorrick Bldg-  
Sub-surface Photographic Catalogue

Sheet Site Name Numerical/reference 

Photographer: P Rheinberger/S Singleton Date: 13/02/03 
Camera: Pentax SPII Lens: Takumar 1:1.4/50 Job No: 50502/1644 

Film:  Col /  Tpcy       Make:  Kodak            Speed:  ISO200               Processing: 
Commercial 

Film No/Reference: T 2  Page:        1    of    2 
 

Description Frame 
No: Subject and Detail – Scale, see * below Orientati

on 

Px 
Plan 
 #  

 
T 01 

Diagonal view across the service rooms and southern living and 
Bolton Street-frontage rooms.  Includes eastern visible sector 
of stone retaining wall and interface with the full run of 
southern brick wall of residence. 
 

SE G5 

T 02 

Elevated views 02, 06-09 were taken from the first floor of Eldon 
Chambers: 
The 2 ground floor living rooms. Note: displaced stone of 
hearths; breadth of base course footings.   

N G5 

T 03 

Detail of the service rooms in foreground with complementary 
view of the other elements of the precinct:  northern retaining 
wall residues, southern stone retaining wall and building wall 
residue, ground floor rooms. 
Wider view of the two Bolton Street-frontage rooms.  
Differentiate rebates in footings of office, absent in southern 
room.  Note: paver-footing at doorway in south-east corner of 
each room (ie: separate entrances to office, home) 

E G5 

T 04 The assemblage of southern rooms, viewed from the western 
wall of the kitchen (in expansion of T 03). 

E G5 

T 05 The assemblage of northern rooms, viewed from the western 
wall of the scullery/laundry (in expansion of T 03). 

N G5 

T 06 
Detail of the northern Bolton Street-frontage (office) room, 
note: rebates in stonework for east-west bearer and north-
south joists; paver-footing at doorway in south-east corner  

NW G5 

T 07 

Wider view of the two Bolton Street-frontage rooms.  
Differentiate rebates in footings of office, absent in southern 
room.  Note: paver-footing at doorway in south-east corner of 
each room (ie: separate entrances to office, home) 

NE G5 

T 08 Detail of the northern living room. N G5 

T 09 

The southern living room and two Bolton Street-frontage 
rooms. Note: displaced stone of hearths; breadth of base 
course footings.  Office (northern street-frontage) room at top 
photograph leftt. 

NE G5 

T 10 Detail of the northern service room, apparently the 
scullery/laundry, and residual northern retaining/garden wall N G5 

T 11 
Detail of the northern living room, with laundry/scullery at rear. 
Note: rebate for bearer in the internal footing, for the office 
flooring. 

W G5 
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* Unless the contrary is specified, the Scale in all photographs is 200mm 
 
 
50502.15.px cat.BW_GBss 

T 12 
Detail of sample rebates for floor joists in northern footing wall 
of the  Bolton Street-frontage (office) room.  NB – Scale: 
10mm 

N G5 

T 13 Detail of rebate for floor bearer in western footing wall of the  
Bolton Street-frontage (office) room.  NB – Scale: 10mm W G6 

T 14 
Elevated views14-19 were taken from a platform in the laneway 
between the  Gorrick building and Eldon Chambers:  
Detail of the southern living room. 

N G6 

T 15 Detail of the northern living room. N G6 
T 16 Detail of the northern Bolton Street-frontage (office) room. ENE G6 
T 17 Detail of the southern Bolton Street-frontage private room. ENE G6 

T 18 
The service area, apparently kitchen on the southern side and 
scullery/laundry on the northern.  Note residual garden/yard 
wall north of the service rooms. 

NW G6 

T 19 

Detail of the western end of the exposure of stone retaining 
wall along the southern alignment of the Gorrick allotment, 
west of the curve in the wall,and running parallel to allotment 
boundary – stonework fragile.   

SW G6 

T 20 Broad view of the exposed section of stone retaining wall, 
southern sector of Gorrick allotment. WSW G6 

T 21 
View across the fireplaces /hearths, particularly to the 
southern living room, including the full length of residual 
southern wall and sample of south-west corner wall. 

S G6 

T 22 

Footings of the southern Bolton Street-frontage room.  Note: 
paver-footing for street doorway, residual brick southern wall 
(had been lath-framed and panelled); base course footing 
stone-work; rebating from joists in centre-wall footing. 

E G6 

T 23 

Detail of the eastern end of the exposure of stone retaining 
wall along the southern alignment of the Gorrick allotment.  
From this point easterly the wall was covered by residual wall 
brickwork of the dwelling. 

S G6 

T 24 

Detail of the western end of the exposure of stone retaining 
wall along the southern alignment of the Gorrick allotment.  
Note here the curve in the wall, then return to parallel 
allotment boundary – stonework fragile.   

SW G6 

    
 



 

Source:  Drawn by S Singleton and P Rheinberger         
  
           City Extra Project 
           
           Photographic Plan G4 
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City Extra Project      Privy Photographic Catalogue
Sheet Site Name Numerical/reference 

Photographer: Sue Singleton Date: 29/4/2003 
Camera: Nikon Lens: 35/70 Job No: 50502/1644 
Film: Colour  T’pcy        Make:     Kodak Gold               
Speed:  ISO100 

Processing: Commercial 

Film No/Reference:  Privy T1                 Scale:  200 mm Page:    1        of       1 
 

Description Frame # 
/Neg# Subject and Detail Orientati

on 

Px Plan 
 #  

T 01/2 Overall view of privy site showing brick paving at centre, 
privy at left and adjoining buildings to the north and east. 

N  

T 02/3 View of brick paving showing brick footings and sandstone 
steps. 

S  

T 03/4 View of privy blocks showing brick footings, ceramic privy 
bases and cement render floor. 

NW   

T 04/5 View of privy blocks showing western block and earthenware 
pipe (centre left). 

NE  

T 05/6 View of privy block looking north.  Note fall of the privy floor 
to the door for drainage. 

N   

T 06/7 View of base of ceramic toilet bowl and termination of ‘s’ 
bend in southern stall. 

-  

T 07/8 View of base of ceramic toilet bowl and termination of ‘s’ 
bend in northern stall. 

-  

T 08/9 Well worn sandstone steps from pavement level to privy 
floor level.   

W   

T 09/10 View across paved area showing sandstone blocks and brick 
rubble below the concrete slab. 

E   

T 10/11 Western block of privy building showing earthenware pipe. N   
T 11/12 View of what was thought to be a drainage portal.  It was, 

in fact, a drill hole, caused inadvertently during demolition. 
-  

T 12/13 View of remaining timbers of door step to southern stall.  W   
T 13/14 Brick pier or possible footing remains located westerly of 

the privy block. 
N   

 



 

Source:  Drawn by S. Singleton and L.McAdam    
 
       City Extra Project 
      
       Photographic Plan P1 
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